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Tils P B^E fUC E. 

OfthebeauticofaReligioas State ; and how ithathbctheuet- 
oppofcdbythcDiuc]. 

I F the ndture ofmdn hdd Axfdks rem*inti Itptt^ht dniintlfi,4i it w^s ctedted ' 

hotd.theamrfetowtrdsimmftMl life dnJ gUrie, for which he t94s o»4- 

ted ^y^otiUhdite beenlmtohimtfothedfie 4nd fle.tjdnt , -wttheut snii ether 

help then thgrdce of cod , whith in htifrfi htginning he should hdite rectd. „,^^ 

wet/, .ituldl his life- time After dbund4ntlyencre4fed through his owne deferts. But n^vp, aeeaytd;' 

fiftcett h4ih been [.much enfeebled, ndyned.^ndln^Ken.frJl.hyoriiinAfinne (which 

JrmcnehMthf4(Jed through Mlm^nkinde) thenbythftttnes, which dfe proper to tufrit 

mdns dndfetng moreouerhetstndperfetitA combdt dndjirifewith thiWoYU, inwhich he 
^j... _j^ I.I »• 1 ^ .. . . . 




natuVc 




nothing more tdfie^dnj re^die then fofdj/lt tf^tof, and to rmne headUn^JoWne ictuerU 
fling rktnt both ofbodie ^ndfoule^ 

The Cre4tour therefore dnd goHernanr of mdnk}nJi , wliofc ntmit is fioodneflt. S.r,t,ii^ 
1vhofcworkumm.c(-,5 /.r./^r^V,^) hdtheHerheenc.refuU, dnddoihreuerceJt ^'^''^*^ 
90jufport didfortifie ihti we^^enes of ours , with mfl tonuenient remedies : 4,/.'.. <ts 
ferymodtofhts Dimttt help, whereby they mdyfecurit^, if they wit, ^nddtj, mth 
fdcduie , ^frnp.Jlt;hi ^fdt ■Vtf.tk i^f their fonleU J^ludiiot^. out of which bLenlU 
Sl*»rit4tned.,jfu€4lPmtu4eounleis.4duifes,4ndre4(ons,dnd4th4t>drietie 



i***^^;ti<>ns,dtlmdytedtmtth%whiehwefi 



cfhoUt 

^^'»^'^'oMrIui,^p4rtty,o>pfMmdt^.th4thef^ln0t,beinU^^^ 
^ronej.eud,fdrtlytordtf^^^^^ 

^^•nJtmthtmmthecontitmdlfkrfmteofMchriftidndutieandphfemri. 
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T ff S f \E f\A C t 

-Vfi /«^ Ttir/. tUif.Ctnii andieximiie , 4s iLit rfn,6mni -^ ^^'^ W imfeMmms I U 
fou'.ah M muth helpJuccoHf, iuidtfrne, .s cknlt y^nht^s *ndMih /» yeriiJudhl^ 
ujo y^fe, th.tf freed from the hand oFoiir cnc.iiics , wcferuc him . jvbo is onr •nti 
true Lord 4nd ool in fanaitic and iuftice in his fight, al the daycs of our life 

^»'fl'hfr,fore,iiu{ah^,y,nH;^eepefh^ 
remo.sn^Xco,i,fibew.rU .nd-w.rdUc tr.ffck , mi0 ^m,fi c.Ue ,nH quiei %Mn , .1 
uihntmyJlro,i^fort,fytdC4(Hc , wherewem4y tAfilyy^MUnJ iht DiueL MfijL^ 

ojliPhuKthou^hm,n.em.yH„d ought tohcfr.[liftd by 4 Chrifti.rZ yet yvc find l^Jji 
fer^nce , ih.tfeVfwenendt.uour tn than. Bu, ,hc -^erie irajt ,f hfc , ,rhich ihtRtli. 
l-^^<^'Hfc,Jo,hfurfhennn.v,.y.f^^^^^^^^^^ 

nfco.l yni^e j .«,/, /,, connnu.t pr^^sfi . „ ,„^r.fie,h hy l.ule 4nd Unle Ld hJus 

^^»f^'fi'l^sfhyeTiuts,y9MfsJf4yd,w^ . . 

Poucrtic W^V./,.,, Renunciation of al iWrngs^mch rheyprofe^e • Zi nU.A 

andcnc.edcnyaiofchcirowncwiIs,thcirdefp;nng;ndf^^^^^^^^^ 

wh.cfa arc ,n ths u orld , W •/ w/;,VA iheworUdch V«.tfy^. J,vK' / ^* 

/>fr* i/*y /aowr ow Udte, For amoti? thoCe ih^t /;.«- ^ J / > '''^'"' '»''"- 



J9M(s , 4ndmMnit of her w^es dniimi^ ynio ihrmhlue t li. h /?>v ^ 1 ^^r^rnmr 
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the n oie U9ur , whichithMthwith GotlMh n^Jo ttis tMtnmely hdttih tht DMjfibtt^hm 

gari of f»ttdilmifes4nJcrafu€fitthet of the ffVornf tnemie ofrnMnkinde » ih^tU is ytry4fm 

the oppofi- fdnnt^ that dm^ng dithtgulfts dndgracts, y^bich hdue defnndei yp»nM4Mfrm4houe, 

ti6 agaiod ihiimofl^fdlhdthingteJhim ^ itU4i4Uent/^p4min^rdjreofbism4lice.Ifiyn$thmi»f 

•^' friu4tc temptdthm dndftcrtt batuils, which incefiHtly he Ifids ihjrie em inpdriiculdr i / 

Jfedkfonlyifthdt^nmerfdl I9arre ^ which Ite hdtb'dlwdies mpfi fiercely mdintMymd 

Mfdinft f^UgUn inftnttiL Ftr l^UndflicdUifciflme, if we U^e it dt the roet , kegd/i pre-^ 

fimly ->ptn the pubtiibing dnd/pre^JingeftU Cbrifltdn Fdith , dndtegcdtherwith it,f 

^reUe dnd iiUte iff elf, chicjly in th^t golden Jlfe of Conftantin, w/;r» out of the foUm 

idriepUes and l^djfe defer ts , in which 1/ by bid for three hundred ye. ires dnd ypwdrds^ 

ttcdmrfarthto the liiew dnd ey of the worlds In Which times we may okferne, thdt 

whomfoeiter the Enemie got to plot or all dnie mifchiefdgdittfl the whole Church, the f4tnt 

be drmed,indificrnfcdmon ofdUg.iinft this fortrejfe of the Church. ^nd we mdy beholiit 

them diHuled into two r.tn^f. For fame hduegone dhout by mi^bf .tnd duthoritie, ^nd by 

openWdrte to opprejfe (be followers of d Religious life -, Others^whohddnot that foWer.hdue 

firiutnby wiles dnd deceipts.by flounders dnd repradchfullfedcbes, dnd byjhwin^ Herem 

ttcdl dollrine.ttyndermine them, Forfirfofdl lulJaii the Kr'tg'te (the mere b)tter dnd 

beduier enemie Itnto >r , in regdrd he W^priuie to d things which beionr to Chrifltan pr^^ 

fe(i,on)ilid not withjire dndfWorddfJl,athe Iieligioi*s',for,ds GiC^oik Nazianzcn Ld^ 

kfrbcfhm, hedi(Um\tt\\c Chriftiansihis gloticof Martyrdomc: But whdtfoeuerht 

Id inMcnr.wtthtHt shedding of blond, thdt might mole ft , ordifgrdce , or jnite toote thent 

. to tUt be bent ,il thcjlrength of his wit . which, ds men re fort of him, Wds not medne. 

tfldtft 
Compd* 

tUtm) whoarc wlioly ftcc and exempt from alcarthlJcbaod and eye'; Tvlio to Xir 
owncYfc,haucthcirownrbodic$only, andrhcmnotwliolyandiniiidycothemn 
feluesj wIiooweCcfatnothiiig.butaltoGod.thcic Hyiiiiics.praycri. watchincf 
mndccarcsiwiih thcfcmcn , fdythhe, if thou wiUdcalemocc mildly , tnd vfe thciu 
Jikflthemfclucs, thdt »,as tiic fcriiams of God , the Difciplcs of Chcift.thc Conteni- 
flers of hcauenlicthings.thcficft fruits of out Saulout's flock , the Pillars and 
Crcwnciof Faith.pcctious Margaiiies. the prime Materials of that Temple , whofe 
foundation and corner, ftonc is Chtift . ihauflultdo wel, for ihyfelf . andfor them 
and vi. 

The furle dnd r^tge of Valcns Wd4 not much lejfe , who is fmoin for his y.tfodlii 
hhdH,c,4y,chieflyd^dinJl S.Bafil. He by dgenerdl EdiH or ProcUnution commdnded thdt 
dl^ MM ,i shouU be^re drmes,4nd follow tht Wdrreithre.itrtin^ to /4y moslgrieuoiit punish' 
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, dndfo kfiUd tn the midfiofhts drm,e,Vz\cns , hdtmt^otternedthe Hedrnlnot mttch 
lover J>n .trmiehetni moft sh >mefuHy put to rout . dndhimlelffiyifu^to 4 fdrme. boufe not 
fdrreof, '0.u there burnt to dedthby tht enemse. ^^ ^ ^ to^ 



'^^jrtfiihwboUchmhofGtul^h^^^ ^^ ,.^ 

ibemdll.wtthgfeit^usdffjasmdBdjomiteis_, kfing refohed WUiiThimfelfVo pie 

fbemdldrwnynotbyWdyofdi|^,te^c4uil,^,,H^ of Uw M h ittt^fotmL 

i'^'^rt.^rUdedthidndhtbr.n^bnbemitgfidiMfirejfe.dnd 

trtnmph, bttttbdt GoJ.wbotHHtrforfdhftb hi, .wno cdt^fe , by pdreiculdrprouidettce 

cfUl^e temper -withb,sfdtlHr)thent,Utnctbo Smperefe , who With exeeedin. tietie 
^"'pl<>y'dherJelfnuhect4reofthewoHndsbothofthewhcle(burcb,dn^ 
Kcltgtous orders which {d^Weredd inth^nudls) Wert ^tsdey her wiJ dnd proteLn 
gredtlyddudnccd dnd propagated, >^iccpliotQS WdeEmperottrdfter her ,who Wdi dlfo d 
gredt loiter dndfduourer of lielinoi^s people. But this Cdlme Wdsm^tUnt: ; for foote dfter, 
the Ptttel infldnied the r^oe dndfisyie of Leo /A* k rn«.nl*« ^L- :. ^fl^/.j / 1. ^ 



; « • to , . •' -^"s-'-'r^^r'' "'" 'r^i'Stmw wdtnorion^ ; tor Joowe dfter, 
.k P,«Z ,^W,/,, r.^, .^/«.,> ./ Leo ,/« Armtnu^^ 

/««y»»„W</«« wthftmn , ,x,[, mfrifonmint, ^ml.tl^iU cftnlL Builu *««,. 



tllttfHtlltft. 



,1, Jmt^ W« . ,W/«r/«/ «,„»<«», .-which «, 4l, h,cr r^»«A.„TH,;",7 
thrp.mcofihu U,Ttfuh4,hh..n^f^^l„.^,i^„M,,in G,rm.,ni. . 4mlmth.l^ 
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THE VH^EF^IE. 

tftdt they tdl^e dVf^yihe h9H0Hrin€bytht commM^dment of C^/fh Vdr^ntSidt tf ch^ 
ifrtn^ thnt ¥ntrtii^ were rtledfeA of their iutit. This nunt fHiom h>tu€ hten exceUtntly 
y\i(i.Vvi\.y9tl confuted hyyNMi:^^% ^ 4 fam§HsVJriier ^y9h%hdthfo ({utihed his currish mali^ 
deofii Jc perinei (ftrjo hefiHeth it ) thdt nothing cm Ifepennerl mere liMrnedly or more fuUy j ^twd: 
9 a^ap "'"'"(""f^f^ 'f>f'*,^*hef4yth : That he cmnot bui wondet at hiin , why , hauing. 
"' iloicn his argwimnt againft Rcligiori from chc pcnncofa Tadnichee, he did nor talre 
an aniwcr f nio the lame, fromthr penne of S. Auftin. The Jelf J^me Heretic/^ hdrtt 
keen in d higher Court codrniued hy twoftuetdl Coutuels^frj} by d.Councel dt KemQi^ndir • 
loim the rtvo andtvpemieth , dfterWdrds hy the Councei <»/ ContUncc ; in rfhick hititm 
fell t dndihf memorie of him , fl^tre dedd , W.f; dccurjed^ dtUhis bodie comnidftded to he 
edf{eti our ofiheot.tue » dmd c^fifm thfrom Chf ilUan burial, tut we sh4 not need to 
rtppe- yf> Herefie^ oftUer ttmrs i Wv h.tue htd-experiente in our oWhe ddyts , thdt dl bro4m 
t cir/j of wi'\ed DoOrines hdue no pdtt of the Church in greiier hatred , nor offofe dnie 

n:are Hify , then the ^ eti^iom, Luther /<»m»» m.inte other ItiUdnous^^nti dnd reproches, 
d^ih ;ondly 4ndfof>lishh^yetwithJm/if}yngr.iti(Mfly^ ieft At themsds if theySj^cndecd 
Hmt,ci:»j hehbodicstothcldo! Molock.Calnin cdlleththe Vowcs c/)^e%»;,,thc nets of Sa- * 
di;ci, ^"^"•'^If l»»^ton,//>/»/A thtm f«olllii obfcruaiions , nni Mahoinc'rical traditioni. him 
f'-^'h , f/ thofe thdt hyWordnr Writing hdue bdnded dg,unfi the CdthoUckjruth^ h.iue hdd ' 
MfUMt. >^di„ chiefly ,n their ht.a^ how thy miihtm.if^ l{eU^io4s people hdtefitl and odious. 

Bur , Which ii worff, hefidtt Her(tic\n the Diuel hdth often ftirred^^p and incenfed, . 
tie VoweJiicj9fFdith^^^a(nftl{eli(^i9USOrdert i endeduom it}^ by the mdlicieus fpeechei 

)■ tJ»n,,7U,:l of feme fuch /^ind of people, to cd} mcf ^reeuous dfperfiont and ht4uie diMedffire >/»a« 
w""'". theirmdnnerofliuinf^.tur dthd/t , tolejfentheefleemetherof, 'when he ,4n c^mpdffent,. 
thinf^ its hich is Jo common tndordindrie d thin* , that it is bootelefe to enldr»e my J elf 
yponthemdtter.oreonfirmeithy exdmp!es,.^nd it hath been dlwayes obf^rued.thJt 
fieucr dme Pjdf^ious Order Wds rdyfed hy God , ao.uvfi which the Diuel hath not prefndy 
drmedal his troupes, andbent al his forces dnd s{il , to opprefc it dt the fir (i , to fldnder 
tt,dnddefiroy it. 'Winch wichfdtndtamHr of hit, feemtih to Uue been cltdrly prefioiiyed 
ofold^inthdtA'in^ I»harao,wAt tommdnded at thenuU-thiUenofthe lewes ihotild 
. ^ he mdde ,f nyy , andtlefemals referued to liur j a^ of whom • he should hoe need to -/land in 
' dWeiJQ the Princeof this world tdl^eth no ^reathetd to the weaker fort ', but whofe >rr- 
tueandiireufithhethtnhshe wdy in »imefeele to his cofl ,t)>efe he Uoureth edrly (» 
k n-tl % "'"''^'''*^- S- B«^"cdia and hit tender p»ck found it by experience^ -.for as S. Grc* 

8* " • • pone reUmh ) when the Piuelprrcrduedf//^ MUfnber of them which the Sdint hdd fa* 
thered to^eather , d.^yly to eriercdfe , he made yfe of the mdlice of one Florcnt i iis 4 7"r/r/?' 
at^ddttemptfd by him, ftflU p»,fon S. Bcnediiii, dnddftei'Wdrds , when this did not fuc*^ 
y tinsdifi. 'y{^ *;'•''"?' '/^""■«'^; •/ his dijiiplcs with a m.re poifontd dnd mofl sbdmefid M,> 
*/f*M ■'•' '^f'''l!"''/y''' '«' '-" ^ceinrd/ooiie .fte^rhe defc^ued punisbtuent of his wic/tedw* 
tenuon ; for the houfe , where he Was, fallm: downe fnUunly -^pon him , /v hddwucf, 
-doetoel,a;r, Thelike hapnedtotheiWo moflfdmous and holie Ordersof S. DominicJC 
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^''''f^^^ff'fredeh.mt^hidreCokfefsiotts.^jyfhichmfaiioitise^Ay^^r , •: 

irtat lommotion rayfejd.ainjl thent/eruJs ofolZ7T t * 1 ^ ''"^' ' ^ 

M^^M^mon^LfloUebZ^^^^^^^^ 

-^r''''*f^L''i^l.fhey\aJi^^ 

Z^^J^l^f-fbe/e orders )Jtb^^^^ 

-msi d books -^hich he imifled. The Apf>\ogtci,Ub^ievrJ^7^T^^^^^^ ^f^'i" • 

filuaion . which i. the e,« eft rf "l ^r '^V "^ '■""'' '" ''*'• '"''5"" "(«"' "V^- "i 

to minic,7 bus farre S rJo,„4, w/-^ ./ / • / wnjcatncyicc is hkchc ro doc jjood 
T'f. Alexander It, f.„,/, ^TXhTiZ^t ^ ^'•''"'''rT''l'"' W*'''"'«> 

«.fW^,V'«^..//'U««^«,,;T,^ /^'l /"'S'"^^ u.«««',„ «„„,«,>* iy .„,„ 
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'ihef^edt Wil/omeofc<ul /nfcemneni M\9oTh^itiMa\eli^^^^ life , m4 t» alittt dMdfifm 
frtjfe themsilidcusfr^lifrs of the Dintldgain) the fame. For to this the Prcfhet ,\»jf^ 
|1 9^ »*Hi doihfteme to exhort >; ,/>7i«g: Mike kno wne his inucntioni amone the people. Ftr 
'i €ert4itd^,di Jf^yrl ifttheh^imnn^', 4mo/t^itthe(e ihitip ifhichhauc httn hy Cod moll 

^dnifedlydndmoJilmrfilymertttdaniACcotnfl'tshedjorthehelf dttdfdlnatiott ofm^n- 
kind , thii tndHiur of liuing-^hdir J^ttliditd order, ts tohe dccoumed the cheefefl, ^tid I 
^ bdue been the rdthet induced fender takiethit Uiour , hofit.tthdt heftds other commodities 

drtfinp thtrof the f^r/i^/W themfehis yfd he benefited , dtid endhled the better toltnder^ 
ftdnd/hei^podyrhichihey poJfeJfe,dnd to emhrdce it themore drdently. For it tnay hdppen ' 
thit their mtnd msy be fotnetimts ds if Were jrtut ted Vfith the riehes dtid^redtnes of this ht* 
ntfit tor Cdrried dfide W'fh dttentton to other tndtters, w diilied by ddy lie hdndliti^ thefdmt ' 
things , fo that themfelues shdl be firdtt^ers to their (fWne bdjtpines, dnd irt d mdnnet hunftT" 
fidrmcddtdfulboardof dainties s sstt faHeth out With cotitttry ' people ihdt hdue fdrdens 
diidymeydrds inoceupationtdnddweUingal their lifi'titne in thdt delicious fWeeines of 
^yre^ "with which ethers drefo '\eh(mently tdkien, thdt they come from pldces fd) re diffdnt, 
only to hdHCdyieWofthem , nHdcatmctfdtisfie thtmfelMes with recording the prayfts , dtid 
feedirrtliemfeluesoi it Were with therhaddeWdtkl rtmembrame of the pleafure , thefi ' 
foere^dkcstomrariewifetdk! no heedthef^ntold»if.4l)ey hadeuen lejlthejenjeof thekt' 
tyti^whickfdultWerethemorefoWieind^AifioHsmdtiJIfeedufe he hdib no othcf bn fines toT 
dttendtohutthis^of dt the ledflwife he oufht to leuei dnd diretidl his other thoughts dnd' 
tmpUymems tothis alontyfor othefwijehedebdrreshimfelf not only of the pledfure of the 
fUcc , 44 thofe tountrey-eUwnes f^dkji of^ hut ofyery tndnie rtch commodities, dnd cdnnot' 
ffifiillyledre towards Codfo mindful, fo than^ful^dndjo louin^ d hart as becomes him to d§,'' 
Theft men there fore^as lfdyd,drtd to he rowjed ypfo tHuch dt we mdy , dnd entourdfed f> 
hold thtir eyes openlffiontheereatbenefit, which they hduerecedmd\ihti heholdinj^ tN * 
they mayfrawe the'tr ltfidndbehduiourfiHdhktotheffedtWorcf{^ therof, • 
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TESTIMONIES OF THE ANCIENT 
Fathers in cotnmtpdation of 4 Keligtom Efiate. 

C H A P. I. 

WO tilings amoog men are of great force in perfwading, 
to wit , f{edfon unS ^uSleritie, f{fdfon is grounded in the 
light which it hath within it felF. yiuUeritit, in the light 
which is in others : Which is fofarre from diminishing the 
credit it ought tocarrie; that it doth rather ftreogttien & _., - 
afliireit. For if we thinkc it fit to giuc alfent to things J^Auao'* . 
w hich we haue found out by ouifclues , and which our- J*^^ " **'** • 
fclucs haue throughlv examined \ becaufc we dare triift 
ourowne wit and iudgcment jmuch more truftandadu- 
rancc ought we torrpofc vpon the cunning & abiliticsof ruchmcn,as weknow 
haue had excellent g Jifts of vndcrflanding and wifcdome, and whom we acknow" 
ledge tobe farrc abouc vs. Wherefore tho(e verie fcicces.which CAmiade truth vpon 
thepoint of Reafon , do not lay ^unoritie afide.but each of them haucthcic au« 
thours , and foucraignc teachers whofe pofitions they defend with toot!) and nayle: 
wh'chinrcicnccswhichayincatthediredionof manners, ought much rather CO be 
pradlifed ; becaufc t > make a right eflimate of thefe things, bcfids fharpnes of wie; 
wc muft haue a will good and vpright , which by vertue alone is ctigc mired jofcimcs 
alio we Aand in need of cxpeiirncc in that which we areco refolue on ; wherefore 
aseucryoncdoth think it teafonable in whatfoeuerar«»orfcience,licdothmcaof 
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coftudy, comtkechoyce of fomc prime man YpoDwhomhcmtyrely,8od allow u* 
warrantable whatfocucr that man hath plainely fct dovvnc in writing , or coucrtly • 
giucn to vndcrftand ( as for the precepts of Rhctorick we Choofe Cicero , or De- 
inofthenes : Arifto^le, or Plato in Philofophie j In the Mathemaiicks , Euclide ^ o^* 
feme other writer of note. ) So in the fchoolc of Chrift wf hauc fome heads and' 
leaders, whofe fayings ought to beare the greater fway with vs, becaufc thenxfelues 
were fo eminent in learning and venue, that wc may iuftly pcrfwadeourfclues^thac 
they did not only by the ftrength of their owne wit ^difcouci great matters ,* but 
nerealfo particularly inhghtned by God ;WMci fore in this fubiedl which I hauc 
vndertakcn to handle, touching the Hippines of a Religious life , I haue thought 
good to lay dowfic firft of all, the fayings of fome fuch prime Aucftours and Saints 
plainly , and as they hauc bccndeliuercd by themfclucs, without any difcourfe or 
glolfc of my owne vpon ihem : hoping that they will caiic the greater weight u ita 
etiery body, in regard that all of thcni, ( one or two perhaps cxccpted)haucbcftow- 
ed all, or the beftpart of their whole life and labour, inthcpractifc of that which 
they haue comcnded , Co that their AHtloritit doth not want txftrttrn ( to ftrcngthcn 
It, ofwhichirpakc before. (Thcfe men thcrfore we (hall place in the very front & 
vant ofthcbattaileasiheftrongcftfenceofourCaufe. 
'* u \ ^' ^nT" ^'\'^'*\"' ^I'^ll l'et'»<^ f^^> '"oft i He cfteemcth RcliRious men to 
„ be thcmoft choycc andthe wifeilpartofthc Church; for thole fayth he arc to be 

„ accounted wiferthcntherc(l,^vho hauc fcuercd themfclucs fromthcacqt.aintancc 
,. Of the world , and confecratc their life to God our Nai^suum , I mcanc : And in 

RcIi..io.»" Ir" ^ ^'u' '\''''i? '''^'">^»^'^ ^' ''^«<^ '^yf^^^ themfclucs abouc the earth ; Hue 
":: .ir ;,"^'r 'V^ bands of Mariage; haue litlc traffiek with the world j haue ordered 
^^Mca. iiy^ «^^«''^o« t'^c'rl'^c/oasdayeandnighttheyptayfcGod godly Hymnes 

': ^T"' I '^ ^"V^l^g^"^^ °f ^''f "rth with which the Prince cf this world is wont ti 
-^ H,U. invci^le thcharts of neople, & which hcchangeth very often from one to ano"her! 

»''^^''"^' ";f";/^^ Rib which fooliflilylo. 

c ,.a , f ucth thebodyi tl«ev repofc not their hopes vpon a new ranck of Children thcv 
rhc.r Re. p ace not thcr truft vpon their Krethren and kinsfolk, or vpon their Cdpacnion/ 
M.ncuMon tut ,s. vpon flesh andblood, which llull (hortlv perish ; neither rj^l^^^^^^^ 

" God'and Zr: ' "r m'"' ?""^'^ vanish.b'utthcy fixe theh nLd X " vp5 
» God and fanen their Cables to hrni , as to an immoueahle Rock ; they are inrolled 
>. a.„6gt ofcthat leadali ehiddeninCrhrift thntwhenth^ 

„ glor.eof theheauenly hoaft, not indarkc refcmblance. or in a few traces' of tfutl, 
" th««,T?'?^Kp"'r ^- ™y'"^ ""''yO>oken; butVpcei^ly wTe e 'e tea n^^^^ 
.. thcfv.fe(wh,chRehg.ouspeopIclookenotaft^ 4 whicheouete h theCody 

'- aJlrrlJTl^^^^^^ their happines, who hauc 

'-"- r "V ; "" out of fuch allurements and combats. But the fame S ZTrl 

doth fpeak yet more fully in another Oration of his. ^ ' ' 
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.uJ' r ^ ? ^?^'''^'^ ch«re people, bereftofrelicfc and flieltcr- thcfe a4,i./^c 
An.1 of Che '^fr^" "^""'^' '»^« °""fopaa eUly things. Thefevvhoc^^^^^^^^^ 
regard o" •»<i;^»"eout..rowneallthingswhichbelongtomanjoad^^ 
their Mor. ^^c^'^c J«nreftraint,and cannot berearayned Thcfe who nnrT^rr.^u"*. ?^^ 
tinctiot, wcrld.acdhaucaathingSibccaufcckXue^^^^^^^^^ 



men, wr no by their mortification arc become inimoritll ; by hangiog-oflTfrcm alt " 
things arc vnitcd whh God; arecoJdinlouc , andbmne withtheloueofdiuinc '* 
things.Thcfc to whom the fountain* of light doth belong, who fend forth their *' 
tayes, andrefplendentboamdofluftrc-, whofingpfalmeslikeAngells ; ftandCen- «• 
tmell by night } whofo foules dcparte vnto God before their death, their minds •* 
being rauishcd into heauen.Thefeto whom it doth belong to purgeothecs fromim- '* 
petfcdion, and themfclucs arc day ly purged, becau feihcy do not ftint themfclucs, «' 
*'''^f"' P^'og'^f'^ctowaidsheauen, andinthcirendcauour$tobcliketo<5od. They •« 
aredifdayoed among men and troadcnvnderfoote , and withall arc feared vpon " 
Celclhall thrones. They arc naked, and clad with an incorruptible ray ment , in " 
thtwildcincircofthisworld,thcyinioycthe honorable Conipagniesofthe world to *« 
come ; tl)cy M}^ik ail pleafures . and hauc oontinuall and ynfpeakablc picafurc of *< 
the mindiiheir tears arethcdelugeoffynnci the worlds faiisfadliow . and pursinB; «• 
the ftrctchmg forth ofiheirarmes doth quench flames office. * o o , 

3. rinally the fame Saint in that moft excellent Apologicin whlc*. hegiucth account ld>m m 
wiiy hcforfookchis Bishoprick & fled into Pontui: placcththisrcafoninihcfira c^/'-'g"*. 
rauvc, bccaufcofihc goods without nomberwhicha Religious life doihcotayne; 
ftylingitaquietlifc,voydcoftrouble;aSanauaryvAndnoihing(fayihhcmoreoucr) AkI of ' 
could lecme vnto memorehappic then a man , that hath his corporall fcnfcs incu- ''""'f 
Itodie. and at comaundi who placed beyond the world, andtheHesh and retired *!"'"• 
uuhui himfclf , vndcrtakcth no humane aflaire.vnlelle he bedriuen there vnto by ** 
cxtrcamcnecc(Iiiie,&conucr/ing with himfclf.and with God leadeth a life abouc " 
a vifiole things, his mind filled with diuincreprcfentaiions , and wkK thoughts " 
a Ihvaycs pure , without mixtBrcof terreneand wandering. plwncies : A Seeing- ** 
giallc vn(poKcd, rcpiefeniing God , and things diuinc , & dayly bccometh more !! 
pure then other i his traffickcis withtheAngells.an^l though he liuehcct* vpou 
carth,heaiandoncththcearth,andinfpiritisfeatedinheauen. . ] 

4. S, Uhnamf^Onmt doth handle this matter much more at large, in many ho- 1* . , 
niches m which j)c doth heap very many great pray fes vpon this lK>ly Inftitution, IJytfi^ ' 
but c peca ly ,n three whole bcokswhich he wrot againft the difprayfers oi iZfZ. 
Monalticall life : m ^vJllch bookcs Ik maketh account . that he hath made it \ f"*^"" 
cJcerc cafe, notonJy toa ChriOian Parent; but ( which is more tobe admired ) to *'" ^" 
any Heathen : that if his fonne, fwimming in worldly wealth , should leaue all *'^''' 
and betake h.mfclf to the pouertie , and abicdncs of a Religious life . it were T/uta rf,h • 
farrc better for h,m. And this he performed , firrt , by force of confidcrations .n'n is rb .^ 
drawnefrom thcnatc of this prefent life, not mcdling with tlie life to come , oi- '^-^HP'^r by 
vvluchthc heaiheuhath Jittle knowlcdgeifcr heproucththat therichcs of a RelU '":""r>-»U» 
gtom man arcgreater. «m,re reall , and of a higher v<,Iuc , his nJeafures more folid, TITu'^ 
himfejf better fortified, both for defence of himfelf, and offlnce of his enemi^ ZMl^n 
Cf which IS more hard to be belceued, thatin thit world heshall be morercnowned for r'cnpo. 
This hccconfirmcih by ex5pU of heathen Philofopher$:& shewcth that their pouer- "" ^'"''»- 
t>c,&wdnt was.&is,morcfamous,afterlbmanyage.5.thcnthegrcatewcalth and *'^"''^"* 
preeminence of kings. Tiien turning his difcourfe to ChrilHans .'andhauiiafo Much n,« 
much the caiicr task in hand . he doth reafonfo profoundly of the pay nc$ of Hell rc.furrcal 
oftticioycsofheauen, of the latter day of iudgcmcnt, of the fnares and wilei of '^'"crer. 
Alusworld,& ofthcfowlcncs of fj-nnc: brjn^ingproofcofaltoutofthcghofpclls, *""•. 
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and oc her books oFScripcure,ihtt he giueth no man leauc to doubt of the matter, 

5. (<iW4c/MM4i/9,tnancicnt»&rubAantUllvvritei,bath many things to like purpo. 
ic, through his vvhok book, but I hauc made chojrce of this one laying, shoriln 
words, but in fubftancc pichy j That a Monaftcric is a kind of hcauenvpon earth 
Hcaucn" * «"<! therfore with what affcdion.andrcucrcncf, wcbelccuc that, the Angclh way! 
vponeirth. vponGod,?vith ihclikc wemuil miniftctvntoour Brethren. 
s. Bfhum 6, To which fayingS. Eplmm hath another not vuiikc ( who « an au<flour of 
frr. i,y,rt. thc fa.nc agc, and aniicjuitic. WAm 1 anfidtr^ fayth he , this AngclicaU kind of ij, 
ReliBi6 an "'"g»^^'^» «*»« »''".^« wholcfomc orders of thc fame, are very blefled; for can 
Anqelicall ^^ r^clcon him oihcrwife then blc<Icd, wholiucth pioiilly , and vprightly in rerpe- 
lifc. tuallchaftitic, in legard ofthcin/initc riches without nieafurc which arc rcfetiicd 

„ for him? whcrfore let v$ do our cndcauour, in this short ft<nt of time, toiiucinthe 
„ feire of God in this monanicall, Religious , Angelicall kind of life , & with all our 
., ftrengih,clcauetoihcholy CommauiidcuiciusofourLord andSauiour vvichall 
Humilitie. ' 

7. S, hhn D4m4fctft zlfo fpcaketh paffing wcll,incommenJationof Rclinious 
OeBurUm P^«y <^- A?"''*^?'/' '^y^'^ ^^» «''«^y «c happy & thricc happy ; for being inflamed v\ ith 
&hf4fh4i ihcioMcofGod. they did fct all things at naught for his fake : they powred forth 
Th. blcf 'T'* '"? Tl '?T! '" ^V'"''" I'S*'' ^''^ ^'y '° purchalfc eternal! comfo, t ; they 
finoof a 7'"";"'!y ^'^^['^ thcmrclues,ihat in hcaucn ihcy might be exalted ; rhey affli(Jtcd 
Rtilgious ^^«'' ^<^'« .W"*' *»"ng«^ and thirft . nnd watching , that they michr be inrcrta v ned 

^'^' Tf^u' i't'' f *""*• '^' '''•^°"8'' '^'"""" °*'''*" i ^''<^y wcrcTcmpIes of thc 

^^ holy Ghcft. that they might Ibnd at thc light nand of our Sauiour. They chded 

^ tlK ,r loynr, w,t h truth , and had their lampes all waycs in a • eadynes , attending the 

commgof the Immortallbridegroome: forhauing their eyes open, they didatall 

., T,r ' ' ''"A^' ^V'\ f i^'^' ''^' contemplation of their futuregood. & 

ofthepuml}imeni$ofthcothcrhfc,roingrauen inam5ner,in their very body that 

^ rhey could neuer be with.drav^nc from it. They were ready to take paynes heere 

that they mmhtmioye eiernallgloriti and were free from all turbulcn pafflon like 

theAtigel sofheauen.iheyare happy, and thrice happy, becaufe they dir^eied 

withthedeere, & fteddy eye.figkt of their mind, tlfvinitieof all hI,^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

andthev.r.ablenesandvnconftaneyofhuiT>aneprofperitie,anddefpifin^^^^^^^ 

I.iydvp,naorcforthemfcIues euerlafting,iches,and tookc hold of that life whkh 

EnUh* "f"c. fcts,andisncucrcnttoffbydcath. »'"auircwmcfi 

j-r'.yrA. 9. lUfbrio C.f.ynf,^ shall shut vp the tankcof the G.ccke fathers who fo^rN 

^^^c 8 l''^ 'r^' ^^r'^ "^^^^ '^'^^ ^^^'vvo mannersof life ordavn d The one ^th 

*-5- 8. aepp beyond nature and the common ftrayneof thc life of man It look! n r 

Two aatfs >f»cr manage, nor ilfue, nor goods, nor abundmccof wrluh K.?- ,^ V 

inferiour the man; this is intam:Ied in fober w^HWIr ."Tl • ' f T . '''^'^ "^^»*^ ^^ 
..^.«ftw«,c:„^o„.h,lfoof tiding i„,„3.h.Wirc;:ndhS:!e"^ 
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branch, .he gloneandguce o(^fpi,i,u.II gr««; The v„y luAre of honour ,n" J;. " ^ 
|, piayici a workc pcrftft, and vnattainied; the image of God »nfw..r.l-l«« hi. y"8'"",'* 

la„ai.i<;.hc„obl„ pactof the flock ofCh;iftMhe.liioL7rj.;ures"J^^^^^^^^^ 
tnothet the < . hurcb is filled with ioye, byjeafon ofihtfe vireint and inTm Z 
doth abundantly b,o,.bn,e .And b'y holl „„ch ll^S^l^^^^J^^^gt ^ 
fiousv.rgin.tic themoreistheioyeofthemothcrincrcafcd * """'""'g'o- " 

10 To hjm we may adde the worthy teftin.onie of i. ^n,b„ff, who in hi, i'^^W. 

h.ngs (la, ate commanded ycu . f.y wearevnprofi.al.le ferwants, what we onght 

r/j I, 71:<r*'''"?"'r'*^r'^''''*"'=Thevirginfay.hnoVo:heTbaS 
foldall l;.sfub(lance.f,y.hnotfo; bmdoih loojte ,oh«.. fome recompcncelayd 

vplorh,m,,s,heholyApo«lefayth,beholdweh.uel.ftalltbings.an/frS 

thee. u hat he, foreshall we hauc; He fayth not , a, an vnprofi.abJ? fe.u.n. I luue «"""."'"' 

JoncwhatI oupht but as profitable to hi, Maifter , and^s one th, hath m„ ,"! ThX« 

Ifi. do. '"" "' r*" r' 'TT'"'* •» Ws cha'rge , bv p„„i„g his L"ey "^ !«"";: 

rdifr.ji 7a ;-'''"TZ''°'^''""""''"''«""«''^"<'vvin|heha^ 

andd frrued «el And.noneofhis EpiflI,.,hef.meS.Ar,brolfefay,h. Thisis "n .. 

A,.Bcl>c,)l.radeofl,fe tobeallwayesprayfing God >y frequent puyertCen- '•''-V.M.- 
deauonrtoappeafe our Lord , andcr..,ehi. f.uour : they kecpe their mind bufitd » 

cfwoemen, they are Mother, and NurfeatooneanStherj Cvhatalifeisthi.- iX ""A'"- 
.olmtl'r"""'"'«"'"'""""'''°^'"''-'»W-uch;hich"^^^^^^^^ 

li(, JnSf A. Andwriting to Demeirias; I.istht height of an Apoftoiicall .» 

?o L fr^^^f'' '.° k" *P '" ''T'" """^ ^^l"'" ' 'hongi in th , e. ery o kS • • 
^c^t^^a'^^^^^^ 

^JfA^S^tKSrSi^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tioflenvnder foote; &.hey deal, to< «ery onea, they had need. 

r«otdthe1^!?e1ra'Z±K *''''''.!• *" "'"jf"- ""<"«" "ftheChurcl> doth W^.A. 
Idm /e fav I h! ^? ' '^"'•''51'»"«J'"«l«<'^«»<»'|ticnce. who can choofe b« '' -'l". 

...oft L^ • '■"'' ?'.'''f'f I'ftilmeineommon togeather , in a moft chaHe tc 
fts no.t."'ll"""'"u^"''."8 ='^"'P'"' '"P"^"> i"'"J">g& in profitable dfrou^ 
f«.no.f«-ollenw,.hpt.deinotturbuIent,vi>bco,uemiooinot,!;iewithenuieZt 
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„ lober,m©Jtftan.! quiet, they offer vpt life peaceable among them fclucs , and moft 
,, carndUy 6xcd in God ; an offering moil graufull to him, by whom thcyhaae de* 
„ fcruedtobc able topcrforme thefc things, nomanpoirertcthanythingas Wsownet 
,, no man is burthcnfomcto the reft i The fathers excelling , net only in fanfiitie of 
,, life, butinhcaucnlydo(^rine ,voydc of all hautincflcjprouide for them vviioni they 
Tv^c: cal (h:ir Children, with a grcatcdealc of audoriticon their parte, in commanding 
LL ^^^^^'^"^^"'co^Willingiicfleofthcirfubjcasinobeying. And after many other 
l)ray(cshcconcludcththu!. Ifl should aoc about to extol this trade , this life thii 
^^ Order, this Inftitution, I should not be able topcrforme it as it defcFucs , and'may 
iuftlyfcarcthatmenwillthinfccmctobcof opinion, that it is not plcafine enough 
s. 5rKf.ir^ t» fit felf at the fir ft fight, * *» 

/r.*.^/r«. ly. Tothcfc let vsatld.S.Brr«4r</, whothoughhcbcgenerallymorectrcfullto 
^^^Ai.n,, put ti(c into the Religious, then curious in fctting forth their pray fes , in many 
fn d,4i: l''«<^« of l^'s wor kcs hath left many things written to their Commendation, and this 
t-^circnr 4. a'"ong thc fcft; I know not by what name I shal more dcfcrucdly cal them Men of 
IU!,gu.,, hcauen, or AngcUsvpon earth ; lining on earth, but hauine their Conucrfacion in 
c..c..n...HcaucnAndel^ 

GoJ.a.al "fonglydcftndcd h«s Tcrritorie,orpccuh>rpoireffioniout of whichhceathercih- 
hi, dc grc«/torcofreuenuc$:forfolicrpcakethofhis Monafterie atClcr-uaux- /which 
in.i:ncanJ may be fitly applycd to all otijcrfuch places ; ) Thou takcft fromChrirtVr«^rUi 
- ^t- ^:^":'t'^"'"^'' 'f'"- f"- Clcruaux vp.o Tc^c™ i'.t 'j 
^•""■i- ,• ;„l7 ?")'.'""" ^,"r^°<"l ">"■»"«= . ar-d reucnnues very ,,rc ious in 

from,hcCu„,r,r.cpauici„gr.atplcn,ic , andhc rc,.of«l, greaYconfiden e „ ,ht 
., °f '•" '"™« . ""'I ftomfcucral counrrcys ha.l. ga.hcred them.o«a.hcr , from the 

" r.r fT, H";P1V" '"''''' '" ''" ""''■^'«'» (Poken by ,1« holy G ,0ft wl,h 
.. (i.ouft.l,cChurd^ TI,yT«.Karelikcyn,oa flock ofthoft (ha, a« sho en T t 
.. T«.l, arewhitt. fayth he, and ftiong: they „e not wrapped infles , ,"; h.u^ 

„ nosk.nabout.hem ,heyc.„,bideno,hin6tocomeb«wixt ,hcm.r„ ;,S^^ 
.. Mbecomparcdw,th thep.yneof theteethrthey are couer«l with hel pn' rhauhe, 

the ,ccth in P»"'"8 niadechoiccof the gainer way . and of the fafcr nian#,rr nf i • •' l 

tf.cCburch moiewhitc then thev who i.!^^^^^^^ ^'^ 

pcatt 
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kwcetograther. They can abide nothioe to ftick betwixt th«m. becaufe thei;;!! Tf.l /. 
tffencethatmaybe IS to then, intollertbTe. when it it giuen either to one an oth« " "' 
i,r to theCfifcenceof anyone .mongft .hem, thereisnopainetobecompared wi"'> « 
Ihe payne of the teeth, becaiAnothinpismotehldeo»..tnddiftaftfuli..henmi.r ■" 
fcunngandcontenticnamopg Religious, They are couered with the hops tlat " 
ihey be not leen ; fo are we al("o compaded with matcri.ll wall,, that we may not Iv " 
|pento t .eeyet.ndvnt.n,ely vifits of fecular people. Itisvnfeemly to (hew ones •« 
Iceth : vnlcilc .tbeperhaDs fometimes when we laugh : becaufe it is an veglythine " 
lofee a Monkiunmng about, from towne to tawne, vnlefli Chatiiie do iiiforce «• 
kM ««t«f/, «»W, ♦/■><">" :forCharitieitlaughter,bcc.ure it is cheerfull . 7>« . t 
Jbutnotwantcnanddiirolute. The teethebewme.t. *fot thcwhole'^d, fo th'' « ' ' 
■ixlig.ous are appointed to pray for the whole body oftheChurch :towit 'for he " 
ll.u.ngandforthc dead. Thiy muftnottaftofihemcate, that is. they muft notat r " 
1 butc any part of the giotie to tiicn.fclues , but fay with the I'rophct . »„ „ ,, o n mS. 
Ii.,</ „.,,.«, *.,«,*, n.m,f:,u,.U,„., Theyareno.«a(,Vwattedibeca'ufe " 
I ''« ''''" ''")' l". "« ">°« f""*'" •h'y grow : and the neerer ihcy approach to the " 
tpn c.thcy tu„nethe(w,fter Theyftand inorder:for where isany thing in ° 'd " 
I Order, jH.eerc it bee not : where ,„e,t and drink, llcrping.nd waiting, labou'and " 
.Jreft.vvalkinga„d(;t(.„g,.„deueiy thingels.is appointed in number , weich and •« 
y mcafure. There be r"nicabotiea„dfomebelow:be.,ufeamonsvsth;,ebM Sure- " 
j;gt.ours&f«b.efls:and<hofe.hatcoi„,nandarefoynHedwi.h,hofc.hataretoobev •• 
«K thattle higher do no, difagree in any thing with the lower : The vpper rank doch " 
neucr ftirre though the lower moue vp and downe : brcaufc chough t,e fubiX^ ■• 
(«mc,.,„es troubled, the Prelats ought alw.yes to haue a quiet mL. I^ffi " 

rJit' "■'„""? .= """' ?''V"'^°"''"«'"'"'l'lcdtiaflockofn.cep,haflre « 

|ne;vlyn,ome!Bccaufeinvery deedtluy areftoren.nothauingaoy wor dlythin^ " 

«lef, the,... „„, their bodits not their harts as theirowne. »*,./, «V iZVhl C», . 

W,r (,«.. .rl../*:Theb,.hisb,p,irme:from which heiaybefaydtoafteni (.1^ 

aymcth at.heheight of true perfection ; he defcideth that eiues himfe»-m J?n.' n 

life. A brmgforthtwinnes. becaufe.heyaledifie.hei.n*ei;W^^^ 

1 3*ru,[Thus'fr s.trr ""°"'^""'"' """"■"'"' « - -1" U 

^/«^ for b. .r.i. place of defence he ynderftaadeth Religiorfh;^^^ 
Pouer Icidiperiours as watchmen; tower, of eminent doftine ZuuStS'^'^'P-"* 
preaching, theshield of prayer, ftone, alfo andbuliets. to wit . ^.SXfe ^'"^ 
and wan.eth.not the wMer of teares, and expounding tli paffao; ok 2f .„ „,h!; 

ReliBiou,peo/learetliefeb^..«ofoCL our r„dote 
is.heirl^.ngua|etoGod.I!o.hl«ca«fr.hey ate ftr^^^^^^^^^^ 

fpeuer burthen and labour ; and will rather b,«ake. then bend ftoS wbLh I ''"""'" 
I tight and teafon : and becayfe they vphoUantl bcare the fleft. th«T ^- e " t' ^1 "f 
^f the weaker fort: ,lf,,««u/e *« rh.b,l^rfo th* kSg&ttd.o'?;!:: **'"'"'"• 
^nfeoUeeling. asbein^dead. andtheir './ii^r- Wi^CArJcZr^f ,wl^ (^j , , 

j otgoodJue.Thcybe fuU of morww, .o wjt , with thefatiietfe of ChariinS 
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dcuocioa : hnaiiy as cbe bones Ijre hid with ia the fleHi , and arc koic one to 
an<>thcr by the hncwi of mans bodjr, fo the Religious ace hidden from the trouble, 
Bfh. 4. |. ofmen, and linked togcathec with, mutual! obUgacions , ia itnitii tfjfirit and ia 
tkkundtjffACt^ 

H' Let vs not leaue out i. Atmnint , who bcHds many other commendaciont 

ofaKeligiousiUte , doth iearnedlj declare how the happinelle thereof was pre 

figured in that fatious i4ddtr 9fUc«h\'m which thedepps are no other then the 

cxercifcs of reading, of m?ditation,of mortification, and other fuch lilce,of which 

the ijddcr Religion doth coniift ivponihts ladder the Angclls do afccnd, offering vp theft 

of licoU. holy workestoour LordGod-,anddodefcend,to bring downc in exchange, vnto 

*' ' '^ ■^' the Religious foulcs diners guifts and benefits from their fpowfe. God doth Icane 

vponthctop'|>corthe ladder, becaufeal our iiidcauours do rely vpon his grace and 

affilhncc » and while he voholdcth them they cannot fail ; He is afta^'tothcmthai 

afccnd^anlarcivard toihcmthat come happily to the cud of their iourncy j fo 

that the fame may be fayd of this fpiiituall ladder, which was fayd of the ladder of 

lacob : lleeretimotffer^then the how ft of C id and the gate of lintteu. To the fame pur* 

J pDfc he applicth the fignificaiion of the monnt T4l>ii m which our Sauiour Chrift was 

transfigured i in regaid that Religion is alfo a mount , by rcafon of the dignitic of 

the ftatcitfclf, but a mtuut Mine fait \4ndcitrdtd\ 4 mountdinttn which God ts WelpUaftd 

/•m/»46ir.v|>onchismountayncis t>trei',whorenamcfignificth ^btditnce\ fj/wfjfup, 

planting the world, through p#«rmi and Ithn the virgin, by ChAnait\ All which 1 

vermes arc foplcafing to God, as that in this kind of life he dorh glue vs atciall, and ! 

tail of thceterujll glorie and happinelTe to come.and who foeuer shall haue tailed 

ofit, willconfca'e in words, but much more exprcilc in deeds thatitii eW/tf^-viri 

it hierr, 

s.tMurfn. itf.TheteftimonieofS.t4«rMfe/>«/^/»i4» is worthy to bcranked In the number' 
uu,iHf!,mi in regard of his learning & holineffe ; he fpend's hiinfclfe very much in the pray fc of 
Mr, J' Religion euery where in his writings ; & in his litle treatifc of monafticallconuerfi- 
i,nH,r,. «'0" he fayth in this miner. O how blefled is that voluntarie Pouert»e,which hath 
The F'ray nothing in this world, and fcareth nothing; bccaufe it hath layd vp in heauenthe 
fci.fUcli- treafurcithadjitisaUayescheerful, alwayes in pleniie: and whereas it ownes 
fwrtic ""'^'"S» iihaihpart of all things, and turnetheucry incommoditie to profit, n« 
U,m dt ' r"*" eertainly but he thathath had the trial therof,i«-ttble to c^ceaue how louely, 
0ifY,>«i.4. howfwcec.andhiwpretious the things bee ^ which God beftotvech vpon them, 
C.18 vvhoforhislouercnownccthcfelues&allthaitheyhaue.AndmuchfnoiThc (t^^fxk 
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„ gToancsofcofnfmnaion,f5ghsofpitiieandcompaaion,atid oftheloueof God are 
„ d«vlypr»med forth, there you haue inceffant prayers , as fo nwny fiery darts 
„ againftourfT^iweaiU enemies: by 'w<iich their ftcengthis beaten dowhe to tht \ 
„ gfown^ :th«^.r^dWndre qutiTvd , their deceits drfcoueted , and their t^mptationt 
„ <>uercome, e<^fflrrt1ciri«<t|iacthedenottonofthofefcruantsofGod therr (inftiti^^ ! 
" .u^V^A^^ *'.'*^''^» ?"^ whatfoetie^ is done among them piayfc worthyi^ 
., doth glorific Cod, j:«o;rg« che AngcJis, ij beDcficiait to theiuft.andcciribk to the i 

diuells) 



cn( 



ells : it i« a fafegard eo the world , anddothmodc fiimers co ppp«ncf . And 

jubtleffe with great reafon, for dUhings .which arc done am^ng them* breath " 

nditie, through the prcreocex>f our Lord & Sauioiir. Wl^ f^ydtt W!ir#,4ivf« A* 'W« ** 

three gdthtred togesf/Hr in my if4«r , there I 4m $0 tht midS pf themj. VfihtMWy ^J"* '*' 

luertie hath thereihe firft feate , and expre/Teth a refemUance of xhit pfcfeif^io/i 

Sich thechurch did praftifc atchefirftbcgining : this verily is the,ntciMe fht^^ ,pf Commen. 

epouertie, yea rather, a very great incrcafe of treafures which Cannot Jbci^k^n (^a ionof 

mvs, belonging ad'uredly to them that renounce the world , audgiM^ Away ^*°J<^"»C' 

leir o wne,that they may ferue Chrift our Sauiour more freely. What.canbem'^re *> 

ch and plentiful , I bcfecch you, dien to hauenothing , andto pofTcnc al chiogi , tp *' 

laue nothing that is fuperfluous, and toliaueal.thingsnecedariefoxyre ; ^con- *' 

lemnetheirownepatrimonie.andtobeHcyresofChrift. Forthexeueuuesof Mc- ** 

lafterics are the treafures of our Sauiour, andthedeuoutofTciings of the nlmcs ** 

f the faithful! , whlchcannot betaken away by pilbgc, nor wafted with^uft, nor '» 

onfumed by moaihs'.thefc treafures are comnK>n to all that liueia common , ^nd ** 

enotdiftributcd , aftereucrie ones fancy , but as ncccfliticijeqiiircth. The rich »» 

an hath not more becaufc he was rich, noi the greate man more, by reaf<:mofJ)is ** 

brmcrftate, buteuerieonereccaueth whatis conuenicntforliim.wiiichiistworkc »» 

iuine,a greatc commendation of grace , adecd^of charitie , and agreable to nature. '* 

"he body of man doth take nourilhmcnt of meate, which isdiuidcdintoeucry ** 

[member, withont debate or contention, as nature it fcif doth think fitting. This '* 

iJ^ind ofvoiuntatic Poucnio, doth free the mind from wordly cares, A make it more ** 

r toknowitfelf, and todwelathome^ prepared for prayer , ioyful iofpari^g, ** 

cerful in imparting to others, fccurefroni danger, and weldifpofedforincreaCc " 

fal manner venue. And this it doth fomucii the rather , becaufeitdoth acquit the '♦ 

lodcirourtiiccoffrom the world , it doth fcuer him from the turmoilcsoffecu'njr »♦ 

ufincs, andburiehiminthetombcofholy Religion. There iteafcih him of tlic ** 

'heat of carnal defircs, itprefcructh him from theboifterous ftormes.ofteipptation, »» 

from the allurements of alfcnrua!p!carures,from the noyfc of che.world , from the '• 

fnaresof thediuel,andfrom falling into many moft enormous fynncs i no man ccr- *» 

tainly can declare, with what gladnes that man is teplcniflicd , what peace he in- " 

ioytth, what fpintualdayntics he feeds on, vvith how many diuinc illuOrailons he »» 

isinlightned, who vpon good aduice, and infpired from hcaucn , doth willingly " 

icnownce the world, betake himfelf to a Cioilhe, andferue God ; ayming at no »' 

earthly thing, po/fcfling nothing that is temporal, anti rcfcruing nothing at alto »' 

himfelf, that may clayme any part of his lour. ForaCloiftreisagardcn inclofcd, ^ \ 

a paradifc of delights; the bed-rhamberoftiie bride ianvnfpntted couch; a fchoole ii. i„ii. 

of vertuc ; the taberriacfc of the coucnanc ; tic rcfting place of the bridcgromc j the t luiurc. 

courteofguardofthc Armic, ahowfcof fan«^itie; a prefcruer of Chaftitie i the » . 

eftablifhmcntofhoneftie; the inaiftcrfhip of Religion ; and an excellent mirrour »5 ^ 

of holy Obedience. „ 

17. Thim.tiKemfii is not to be forgotten , who was a man of k no wnt faniflltie; TI> .1 
andifwcrcgardantiqnitic, he lined about two hundred ycues /Incei He fayth in kcmp. I. j. 
this manner, ltisav;rcatiionour, andavrrygrcargloric cofcruetiicc, andtodcfpi/c "^^""'^ 
al things for thee ; for great grace ftial bepiuen to them , that <ihal willingly fubic^ \' \ ° V, 
thcmrclncs vnto rhy moft holy feruicciThey fbal receaue moll fwcct comfort of the riouf, and 
Holy Ghcft,that for thy louc dial renodceal carnal dciightsjThey flial atuinegreat f^ccie, anA 

B of mind, 
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fceedomeofmfndjthaiforthyiiame-rakeihal enter into tlienarrow wax » «n^ilii 
hauekfc o^alcare of this world. O fweete & delightful fcruimdc of God, by whidil 



beneficial 
o fcruo 
jod in 

li^ion. 



in a K^ciigious v^grcgation.vvnoioeuer{ (ay th Jie^hath a good wil^Bc icekcih God 
flial profit much more among thofc that fetk God, and flial abide more ftcdfaft, fot 
there a man ismoreiiied andcxercifcdinvcrcuc.there he is often rcbulted for his nc- 
didTrof 8''8«"'^^«n^<*f awnc to more perfcdion by word, and example.Tbere he is inforced 
Jiliin'many ^° hchold and bcvvaylehis ovriie impcifeaion j there he is ftirrcd vp by the vci t'ltot' 
Ktlir^ious others,«cinftru(acdbvthchumiliiicofothers,thi«mansObcdience;theotiicrmam 
in .1 houff Paiienccdothincouragchim. Tiicrc he is a/hamrd robe found more flow thni the 
t..i;ciil,cr . reft.Thcrc he hath foinc whom he fcareth, there he hath others whom he loueth^and ' 
*' foprofitethbyal.Thcrchehath warning by anothcrthatis blamcd.tlicreanoilicri * 
*• danger is an example for liim to takciiccd by. Thcreone isafafeguardtoanoihcr 
" Thereamandothbearc,andi$borncwithali,therehcrecth& hearcthmanythingi ' 
" by whichheIcarncth.Thcrcthofcthatarcgood,arcc<Jmcnded, totheehdthcyma» 
" become better. Thcrethcythatarcncgligentarcrcprehended.that they may ret fcr.' 
*' uouragaine. ThcrcamanisnotfuflrcrcJtobeidlc anddul, nor to do as he hatha 
*' mind.Thcre be diuers offices, and many duties of cha.itic performed: There eucric '' 
"thing hath hjstimc,andcueryoncgocihabouthisburines.as he iscommanded.Thc. ' 
•^ rethcwcakcnfupportedbythearongcr. There he that is in health is glad to feme 
ourSauiourbyvidtinphelick. There when one faylcth another fupplicth hi; 
I'oomeiThere the member s which are whilc.tak? care for them that are feeble Th^ 
^ re he that is in a^ion , labourcth for hiaj that is at iiis prayers , & he t hat attend'ctli to 

hisprayersbeggcthearne(Hyforhimthat is at his labour. There a man hath manr • 
;praymgforhim,andprotcclinghimathislaftendagainftthediueI. There he hath 1 
" ;['7»"y.^.^ P^«^^^'^*thcompagnions.TliusfarreihisAuthou;-, andmuchmotchc 
layth.whtchwhoroeuerliftethmayreadinthebookcitfelf. 

i8. S B.fii ,he f^re4f Qui (hut vp thcfe two ranks of Greckeand Latin Father.; 
vvhomlluuercferuedforthelaftplaceibecaurebothhi 

andh,sComniendat.onmoftcopiousandelo-]uent.whichalonen»nhtbefuSrcien 
to proue v^ hat wc nuend . though we should fay nothing els. He tlWoreTa 1,^ 

" :i:'^i:::::^ ^^^ thorrthi: "b;^ 

.. '' f^llowlh.ppandth.smauncrof huingincommon, returneto the hapr-inesto 
' n ' ""T'^'.'i^^ ""'T ' ^"^ ' ^^ ^^^^^'"^ ^ ^»y^<* ^^ . this liuinn in clmn q^ 
.. tobeamoftperfeath.ng, from which alpropiiecie is debarred . an.ltrnoflTmon 

The c.: n:c:;ia:ti::::^;:dd -E^^^ 

rcmporcfuu.d,au<lfa.hionsamon8thcmrclucs. That men' ""eked oicof^^^^^^ ^ 

nations 
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^.jcionsand coiimreyf should To grow as it wece cogtichei: in one , through the ** 
^erfedrnnilitudoofclieirmtnners«nd trade of iife^ac they feemc but onefoule " 
nmany bodies , or contrariewife many bodies made inftrummts of onefoule and '* 
nind. Among thcfe people , hechacisofaweakeconfticutionofbodie, hathche '* 
barts of many- thacfeele paa with him of his infirmitie. \nd he that is Hck in mind, " 
finds many at hand by wnom he may be curcd^and by whofe help he is continually " 
fomforted. By equal right and power oucr one an other , they areeach ocheis fer- " 
iants,andmai(lers, and inioyi ng an inuinciblefreedomc, they ferue one another '* 
vithgreat Aibie^ion , which neither nccefl[>ti« hath violently brought vpon ihcm " 
Ito their grccfe, nor vnexpe<fled Chance, butthroughtheir owne free will they hauc " 
^rndcri»oneit withioy i torCharitie, hath made them offreemenfubiei^co one an *• 
iother , and prrfcructh them notwithlVanding in their intire libcrtie. Certainly God, *' 
■when he nude vs in the beginning , would haue vs fuch ; and for this end he created " 
r vs. Ami dou- Iclfe whofocucr do hue after this manner, do reftore that ancient hap- ** 
I pinellc to the former luftre,coueMigthcfaultofourfirft father. Forifthevnionof " 
lourNiturchadnocbccndiirclrLdbyfinnc, there had l^ccn no debate , nor difa- •' . 
I gtccmcnt, nor warrc among men. Thefc are the true followers of our Sauiour,and tati.mof"' 
I <lo truly cxpicH'c the life wliichhe led among vs. For as he when he hadaffembled ourSauiour 
Ithc number of his difciplcs, had al things in common , and made himfclfcommon anaiiiidif- 
I and familiar viito them: fothcy ( if they obferuciuftly the rules of their Indiiute) c'plci. 
I obeying their fuperiour.do imitate the manner of lining of Chrift and his Apoftles. 
j And prcfcruini^ peace & c^uict of mind; they refcmblc the life of Angels. For among 'J"^ "^ '''* 
r tlieAn^cIsthcicisnoftritc, nocontcction, no debate, but eueryoiKii) particular " 
linioycchalthiiv^s which the refthaue.andhauenotwithAanding their owne riches " 
iNvholytothemfclues. Forthcrichcsofthe Angels are not fuel) as can be bounded * 
fwith limit, or being deuided among many, muft necell'arily fal leilc to euery ones " 
paharei but their riches arc fpiiiiual , andconllftinthe mind ; and therforealarc ** 
lcqi<ally inriched with the goods, which euery oik hath whole and intireto hiinfelfcj ** 
I becaafeai do polTellc them with out grudge , or conrradiction. For the Contem- " 
f ]dationofthefoiteraigneGood,andtheanbredComprehentionofalve(tue, is the " 
I Angels treafurc, and is of that naiure that though euery one hauc j>erfe(flpoflcffion " 
dierof to himfcif,al of them may nencrthelelTe peried^ly inioy it. So with out doubt ' 
thclouers of true deuorion.haulng their mind fixed not vpon carthly,but vpon hej»- " 
uenly things, with a kind of Indiuifible diuifion ofthofeheauenly riches among " 
th^feiues, al tc euerie one arepartakcrs of thcm.Morcoucr rcfembling the forme & 
fashion ofaheauenly life & ftatc,through the commendable mSncr of lining which " 
they lead in c6m6,ihey foretaft die future happlneflc of the kingdome w hich Is pro- ' 
uidedforvs. They obfcriie Poucrtiemoft ftritilly, accounting nothing their owne, 
butal things cdmo to al.They giue vs playnly to vndcrftad how many & how great 'r|,>. 
benefits our Saniour Chrift hatli obtayqed for vf,tluough die flcsli which lie tooke brii)>{ i..r. 
vpo/i iiinii in that they reeocile to God 8c rcilorc to the former inccgritic,as much ai ' "jhcJ .... . 
lietlnnthcm.hmnant nature man'^ied by fii)nc,&tornc into a thoufand pieces. For ♦"fct"''' - 
thcchiefc bulincfle which our 5'aui)Ur did in fles'i,v/astorencv. the nature of man, [,'■!,,, '' 
& brint;iih)mctoGod,andtoihcitateithadatfirili&curing thcwounds tlurof, " " 
to make it found & perfect as it was befoiCi fir as a moft skilful jiliifitian, to knit vp 
againt »'. ith wholcfome philers,& other rerncdics,thc body difmcbrcd Sc broken. 
i^^.Idonotfpeakethcfcthingitoihccnd , to amplific in words thcveriues &'* 
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„ priuilcdgcs of thofc tfiat hauc inibraccJ ihis manner of liuing in common, or to 
^^ inakc thctn greater then they arc, for my Eloquence w not ih rarc^as to ad lulUc to 
^, things which of ihemfcltiesare noble & excellent. But rajher I may mhly fcartleaft 
^^ ihcbrightndre wlttchthey h«iie,bcobrciKed by my ilendec ftylc j my Intention if 
^^ only to fhewr the worth of this noble trade of life , and the eftccme which we 
^^ ou^trohaue of it : for what is there in coniparifon of thi8,which ought not iyftly 
^ feeme farreinferiour votoir.Thcy haue one father awCg ihem, imitating the heaue« 
^^ ly father. And they are many fdnnes, ftriuing tjofurpatfe one another in al kind of 
They re- '<>»""? <^o«'e tdwards their Maifter and Teacher. They ate many fonncs iiuiqjj 
fcnibJc peaceably together, and by their honcft and vertuous bchauiour they giuc their 
thitvniun father great contentment, neither do they ground this loue and ficndniipvponanr 
and con,- ba.idof Natutc ; but Reafon ( a tye more Srong then nature) is the beginner and 
' foftcrercfihisConiunaion, andihcbandofihc holy-Ghoildothholdthc to -ca- 
thcr. Whatlikncaccanthcrcbcfound vpon earth fufficient to cxpreilc the grlat- 
... ncllcofthisnoblelnftitution? Vponcarih thcreisnonc. We muft mount vp to 
God";:"^ »'e'«c». TheHeaucnly Father is impaffible. not moucd with any pertmbaiion of 
bun:.c/ '?'7- '"« "inwf«I«mbhngihatvnmoucablcncs . doth wlnnc al vnto him by 
theftrencth of Reafon.The birth of that Heauenly Sonncis void ofal corruption- 
Hecrcalfothcftudy oflncorruption hath bred thcfeadoptiuc hildrcn , al t^iinci 
mheauenatelinkcdiogeathcrbyChaiiiic: Chatitic alfo haih coupled thefc to- 
geathcr. Certainly the diuell dares neuer come ai;ain(l this fowr-fquarc Annie 
knowing tliat he shall neuer be able to make h'is panic -ood a^ainll fo maniJ 
Champions : in regard they are al fo wel prouidcd againft hin» and^fidit fo clofe- l 
Jencrngthemfelucsroundwith abundance of fpirit,* fighting fo thick vnder their 
W n. " r'l^^l'.i'P^''''^^^ i.OfthcfcOauiddorh 

•' .X7;^y'\^7'^^lGood)hccxpreircth thevprighcncfTcof tiieir life,by the word 

- ZttnUA tf"''.^ '^: 'V »"J8'»dneire which the concord Ind vnionof 

thtit mmds doth breed .-wherfore they that follow thi, kind of life, do feeme to 

metoetprere.nthemfelue, al heauenly and perfeftvertue. Tiuj^farre^rr 

&.t orr' ' ^-»V^.^^"^^ of tbistreatifM shal haue occffion to 
KdiS topr^^^^^^^^^^^^ '" co.ur..n^.loa of entry part andftuitof 

Whaf Religio?i is •, and hffw many kjnds of Happinejfe 

if dgth contayne. 

'^CHAP. II. 

Nthcexaminlnganddifcumngofa^ 

^ tfc r ^^"'?"^"^^'^f ^'^^^-f^^'^ define andW^^ 
, w hat the thmg is about which we arc to reafon. Which I u il alfo cb- 

m.r^"t^'u"''^''^^.'^'»'°".' ^^''^*=«"<iwemaynotmiftakethe 

o/thi. hoi. coJd^ r f^ m" V^ r '"^ ''''"S? '' ^"''"^ '° '^' Commendation 
ithi.ho/ycourkonifc. Many therforc not vnfitly,arc wont to declare the na- 
ture of 
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Iture of Religion by the name which it beareth. Andfomedciiueitfromtlic Latin 
|word( Keitgo) which /ignlficthtoread^ or toMthcragainc. Meaning thaithofe 
■were firft called l{fligioMf, who did often and carefully handle the things which per- 
Itaincto the fcruice of God, and as it were gather them vp together, and often re- 
I pca» e and read them. Oti crs, and among the;n checfly S, yfMfiiHf deriue it from the 
Hvcrd( /;f//»0 which (ignificih to tye againe, or to bind faft i which 5. rbom.n 
idedaring more at large in the beginnmg ofthebookc which he writ againft the 
iOppofersofReligiS.difcoutfeth in this manner. We are fay d to hind a thing, when 
Iwctycit to an other, fo that it hath notlibertieto biidgea way from it: but when 

I \ve bind it againe and againe to the fame thing, to which it was bound before, and 
I from which it began to lhrinkc,ihen we fay we haue bound itfaft againe. Now 
I cucrv Creature was fitll in God, before it was any thing in it fclfc, and when it pro- 
I cccdcd from God by Creation, it was in a manner fet a looffe from him. Wherefore 
I they that are able, and hauecapacitic thereunto, muft teturncand conioyntthem- 
i fclucs toGod againe. And the lirft bond wherwuhmanis ioyned andfaftnedto 
God.i Fjith, wiiich faith cxprcflah tl^cdmieit owes to God byextcruall A^ion. 
Whence it is, that the prime and head-lignificaiion of this word ( ^;//i;/fl« )bctok- 
ncih al fcruice, ik Cercmonie by which in the true worlhip of God, we outwardly 
teftihcour faith. But bccaufcCodisnot worfhiped by Faith alone, nor by the ex- 
cel nal Aas of Faith only,but by other vcrtues, as bjr Hope : and Chaiitie ; therforc 
rhc Adijonsotthefc vcitues alfo are fomctimes termed Ac'ts of Religion, as to vifit 
the fAf'r ffUjI, 4uJ witlchwes in tribHUmrt, as S. lames fpeakeih. The firft fignifjcat ion 
therfircof lUlii'jon is common to all Chriftians; for al of them in that profellion 
whitli .hey make atihc very firainbaptifme,doebindthemfelucstoGodand vow 
topcif rmeihcirdutietowards him. The latv-r fignificaiion , exprcfling atye, or 
obligaMon toH^mc pai tic ular works of Charitie, is proper and peculiar to certa*ine 
people.obligcd to f-.aic ccrtaine adions of vertue belonging to the Contemplaiine 
oirofhc AcftiucJilc. And looke hew many feucrall kinds iherebeofthcfe rermuj 
works . fo many fcueral Religions there may be creacd for the performance of 

them. Thus lay ih .9. /7,#w.i^ in that place. But you wil better conceaue his mcaninc 
if hill you ynderftand.thatthc word ( /;f/i^,w) (ignificih twoihings. Sometime* 
It IS raken for one particular kind of vertne, which wee cal Religion andisabiich 
of/#cc:fometimesit is taken, for aflaterf life, grounded in this vertue. lAhcr- 
fore if weonce know the nature, and qualiiie cf the vertue it fclf, we flial the calicr 
come to vnderftand what the P^fe tf {{fligUii is. 

a. It is therfoie a general dodirinc among Diuincs , that the pcculier office of 
J///^/«ii, as apariict|jarverrue,M h xvmh.p CoUduij.and 4t Ins mfinift m^h^ 
P>t dcfh dtfauic , in rtg4fd pf his IxctUmit utid prtkminmj sbtue sll things 
dud f.r the itut bttiejiis which W/ haue rtte^ufj 4nd dAjly receMue 4i hu hdadi] 

Which worship being partly inward in the mind, and partly conrirting of outward 
duties,as Cercmonics,Rites, Sacrifices and thtlike. The vertue of Religion com- 
prehends them both , and performcth both the inward and the outward A<5lionf . 
And they that imploy themfcliics In thefe kinds of feiuices towards God, d( bcftovv 
thcmfcluesw holy u»ihcni,3ic called l{elip«us. But to the t/t</that a Man may be 
fayd to be in a I{clii^ioMs tft4te,\i is moreouer neceflarie.that he giuc himfelf fo w hoir 
totheworkesofdiuineworship.thaihetiJhimftlfcfalthingsihat may hinder hini 
inthcpctfoimanccofthem. For as 5. Tbittus fayth wel in the fame place, a-. it% 
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bApnfme wc die to fmnc.foby tikin^vpon v$ « H^h^huslidte^wc die moreouer t*- 
the world,as much as concerncth that particular .wo¥ ke which cuery one doth pn>. 
fcrtc. And as the life of the foule is taken from itbyfinne; fo the feruice of God ii 
Kindred by worldly feufinelTe Which the Apoftle doth giueto yndcfftand, whei* 
Jic fay th : N« mdn buntdftitididr to G»r/, inungivh himftlftn^ fecuUr bMfineJjf, 

3. Now if wc rightly confider, three things efpecially in this world , hinder vi • 
in the feruice of God. f{icht$ •, BoMlypltafurts \ ( not only thofe which are fniawful, 
and forbidden by the Commaundemcnts of God , for they urc finfutl ) but thofc- 
picafurcsalfo which are bounded with wedlock : andlaftly our Ow/*r W/Zj which 
( if wc giuc it the reyns ) growc's vnruly and carric's vs to al ambitious pretences 
of fupciioritieand commaund. Wheiforc they that wil truly and wholy dedicate 
ihcmfcJucs coGod» muft barre themfelues of thefc thrccthings: to wit , of f^jdfts^ 
^ by i'o»true ; of Wf</.'oi i^, by Cbsfittie s and curbc the vnrulyncflc of their wil^ by Obe- 
dience, And thus wc come to haucthe dcfcription of f^f/ig/««, which we fought 
Wfiat Re for althis while. For, B^li^ion ij 4 [Idle, "which endeauoureih to Cbrifi/4npnfe{it$n ^by 
li^iod u ^f^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ,^ ^1 'p^gffiff ^ chaflttte , and Obedience, The Chriftian pcifc^ion of 
5uic. which hccrewcfpeake , without al doubt confiftcth in the louc of God , cafting- 
afidc the louc ofourfclucs, and of all Creatures. It isfayd therforc that this flute 
It cnhn- tndtuHtufeth tothi? pcifcdioi»,and nor, that it hath already gotir,or thatitisalrca- 
tidurtth tf> dy pcrfe^ibecaufc it is not required that a Religious man fl)ould be already per- 
^""^^'"'•••fc^voi hauc attained abfolutcpcrfcdion \ neither doth he make profedion of that: 
butlicfaiisficth hisobligationjifhcafpircandcndeauour to it, Fmally it is called 
a Sute, bccaufeit is nccdlaric, that thiskindoflifc beconflant, firme, perpetuall,< 
imnioucabic. For it is one thing to be pc ffi , and an )thcr thing to be in Sufe «f 
ptrfefllon, Al may be perfcdrchroiiglvvcrtuc, &; Innoccncic,& holynelTc of life.To' 
be ir*a StatCjfomcihingels Is required. As if one man fcruc an other man, and doe it 
ofliis ovvnc good wil, how much, and how long he plcafcth, ( as one friend is 
wontto waytcvponan other;) thisdothnot after his ilate, and condition. But if 
amangiue himurlf wholy ouer for euer,and hind himfelfvnto another j this al- 
tcr's his cflaie ; bccaufe of a freeman, hemak's himfclf a bondsman : fo the workcs 
ofpietieand Religion ofthemrclues,do not make a Reliciousman;butitis morc- 
Twothings out^r required, firft,that by promifc and cxprcflc vow he oblige himfelf to thofe 
jHic a roan workeSjfo that from thence forth he is not free to leauc them , nor fo much as ta 
inRelig. haueamindtoleauethem, whcnhe wil. .Secondlythis obligation muft bevnder-^ 
y^*ll^ taken, not for fomcccrtaine determinate time •, but for ones whole life time : and* 
when thcfe two things nicetc togeaihcr , it is called a Sf4/e, by rM/«» efibe frmtm 
and Per- mlfe 4n4 fiubilme of it. Which firmencrt'c and ftabiliticismad^ much moroftrong, 
Twuitic. and of greater weight by the JuHoritie 4nd ^ppnbjtion cf the 'Pope \ who as in al 
ina tourfe Other things, fo in confirmin'5andcftablifliingl<cligiouslnftitutions. beareth-that 
■pprouf d f^vay, which bcfeemeththcperfon-of him , who is Chrift's-vicar vpon earth , with 
Pope.' power to bind mhcaucnwhatfocucr he fhal bind on earih.His 4pprobjfitfnthctfoie' ! 
Religions c "^"^J,"'^ ^^^^ without it^. the very vowes which we make hauc not ihao \ 
uc not to *<5J"»»"<^"ff»St'>vvhichothcrwifethey hauc, and the Religion it felf is not truly ! 
bcfouniea aRdigiCinotthat^he1>o/.«^/)^r«^4f/ow doth pertayne tothcintrinfccal nature of 
w,M,ovirr',c Rc:!j;ion; ( For that isgfounJcd vpon thc i^>^//«/«o«ofour Sauiour Chrift.and the 
'""" '" ^"anqehcaMdourinc) but bccaufc, as in fcucral manners of liuine, which arc 
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'ucrily brou^;h: in, asm«n arcfcucrally difpofed , there 4iuy be many erpours and 
' 'J t > , ;;.*jc.H ar.J mnd liicPjcrrouis,it hiiii'Dccncprofiably prouiJcd » 
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<that BO man fhould foiid aReligioui order without c6fcnt tcjIpptAdtim of the Sc4 
^poftolicfc.And for any thing wc find recorded, S^Domimi^, & S,¥rdHcis ( etch of . 
them fcucrally for their owne order) were the firft that prefcnted a draaght of their 
I»iftitutc,to?ye lantcem the third,to beapproued bybim:& this they did rather vo- 
Joniarily flf of their owne accord then c6pelled by law or CJnon.And it happening 
about the time of the Ceuncell •( L4ter4n it was decreed in that Cwwcr/, that eucr after 
•kihould be generally pradifcdi which decree not ma nyyearcs after wasreuiuedbr 
Crei*rie the tenth,in thcCiiHcel»fLions^6c fobrougiit in vfe in the whole Church. 

4. By this ther fore which haihbcen fayd.we may difcouer fomcwhat,not only 
what a Religious life i$,but the beautie & exccliccic thereof, it being the prime of fo 
great a vertue.as i$ Religion. For Religion though it be reckned amdg thofe which Rdi ii ,|,« 
wecalMoral v«rtucs,yetofMoral vertue$,it is the greateft,and though theimme- Rrcatdt of 
diatcobicdtofit, bcnotGod, butihe inward, or outward adionsof man, whichit '^^'^^^^ ^'"" 
vudcrtakcth to direft.fafliion, and traine vp in the feruice of God; it hath notwitlw '"" 
rtSding fo necrc relation to that infinite Maieftie , that it is the very next of al other? 
to the three Theological vcrtucs, which by beleeuing, hopine, andlouin^.doas it 
if^ were phini;c and ftecpc themfelues immediatly in Go'd.Nowthej/pTVrr of Religion, 
.^m i5^^"^^'"<'yi»cOiliccofwhichvertuc,asDiuinesdcliucr,istoprcrcntourfoulcsto s. Thtmttt. 
God,pure, innocent, vnfpottcd , and to confecratc the fame, with al the powers and « ■ ». <f 7». 
forces thereof vnto him. And it is of that extent and ccmmand,that al other venues S«"^"t'e 
arc as it were fubicifls and fcruants to way tc.and attend vnon it; Some by purifying ''jn*'?*''* 
ourwils, fomcbyinlightningourvnderftanding,fomebyrcftraining our luftfuJl & QuSJnc 
defiies.TheefTcas alfo,& daughters ofir,(as S,rhom4i cals thf,)are moftiioble,to of M^ral 
yv\t^pr4yeY ic deHotio,VrAjerhima<i vsinto familiaritie with God & into his bofome; vertue«, 
</*«or/tfw makes v$ rcadie, and cheerful in al things belonging to his feruice j which 
checrfulncflJc&feruour,isoffogrcatc6fcqucnce,that\vnc:iit is vv.lting, ourduije '*"'"^» 
is Idle gratefull to him, and whenfoeucr it doth attend our woikcs,thty are farre 
morecommcdahle,& more accepted. This vertue of Rclii- ion ihcrfore, which isfo 
noble,togcatherwiththegoodlyattcndanrc,whichitl acii, aswchaucVayd, is the 
very foule and life of a Religious Ellatc \ and carieth with it fo great a port & eftee- 
me.thatin coparifon of it, the very Religion & piciie of other Hates doth not fceme 
R cligion \ not that in very deed it is not,but becaufe it is fo farre beneath the oih^r 
andfodimmed with thcbrightnellc ofit,that icishardly fccnc.Andthe very name 
doth teftifie as much, for commonly when wc name /^«/ig/c« , nomanthinks wc 
fpeake of the particular vertue, but of a }{tli^t$i4s tfUteund none els are vuljarly 
called /^f/i^i»«j,but fuch as haueforfakcnilic world, and bound themfelues by vow 
to the perpetual feruice of God. 

5. Whereas iti'erfore ^tiflotle doth teach (and it iscerraine) that iherebe t^">''i. 
three things which wccalG»a^,\\ hcrvvnh men are iaken,andcfleemc theujfclues *'''' ** 
happyi to wit ,that which is •Prof;rj/y/Mhat which is f/o«f//nndw()nhy,andthircfiy ,[J'[*° 
ihat which is 'P/f4/rf«^ anddclii^htfull. It ismy intent in this treatifeto fli«w that ^.hcij'aa 
ihefc three kinds of HappnclTc do idyntly mecre in %/i|/«wi tfidtt; whereas it is nun. i,.in.i 
very fcldome feen that in any other thing of this world they (liouldbe found a I ""'''* '''^''' 
three. For commonly wholefomcthingsare bitter and diftaftful ; things pleafant 
and delicious, are not vfually fo worthy and hopcft ;but al fpirituall things hauc Spirirua!! 
al Hsppieepe in rhem,as being euery wzygotd. Yet, as it is wel f>bfcrued hy^riflotle, '''""* l'"- 
grcat heed is to be taken, whether that which we cal GWand happy, be fo indeed, f'f '', 
oronlyfeemetobcfotfortftimcsathingfccmcs good to many .becaufe iherr.VK u^ e h i 
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\6 OF THE HAPPINES ^ , 

Hcs be H difpofetJ. As for example ,10 be lanced, is really good and profitable for 
onethat'ha(hadifcafc,but it is not good for one that is in health : contMricwirc 
a cupp of cold water is pleafing to afeuerish body , and (ttmt% good ; but if he be 
found of his wiis.hc wil not take it. The fame we may obferucin our inward 
behauiour. For if we askc a Heathen, or an Infidel ; nay if we aske a Chriftian 
Man that is Couctous or Ambitious, whathe thinks profitable, or honourabie,or 
ilclii»htfiil,cach ofthera wil anfwerc according as they are affirmed j one wil namp 
Riches and Wealth, an other wil reckon Honour and Preferment. Wherfore a» 
Anificers andbiiyldcri of houfcs.fo wemuftmcafure andiudgc of thefc things 
by rule and fquarc, that wc fal not into gccat crrouis in abufing of fo mayne con- 
fcquencc And ceiiainely the Hnd of eneiy thine is that, which muft be the f^w/e of 
al other thinjis that hauc relation vnto if, a ndt)y it wc muft make ancftimatc of 
them. What is therefore the End why al men hauc receaued their n)u!c$, their 
bodies, and whatfocuer els, a nd to which they arc car icd , by fecrct inftiii<ft of natu- 
re , and apparent motions of grace ? Without al doubt this Eml is f^Uffe^ and /i'*r- 
tml hiijff. For there is no true bliiIe,or happincflc but that which is Etcrnal,al things 
therforc which offer themfelucs vnto vs vndcr the title of being good or happy, 
miiAbc fquaicdby this tnd. And thofe that conduce to thccompafling of £Kr» 
mt HMppineffe^ arc tiuly andfolidly profitshlf, Thofe againe which prcfent vnto vs 
a taft of thoff lu.;h dcli^^hts and vnfpcakablc ioyes, arc truly pltaf4nt and deli- 
lious. Finally thoic arc truly HonoMrabte and glorious, which come nccrcft to that 
only true and eucrlafting glorify and be in a manner coupled with it. So that who- 
focuer bdccuethafluredly ,asalChiiftians do, that there is an other lifc,in which 
hiernjl Hapjunefje is to be injoyed by man, and that this Hippineffe is the h,dfov 
which he was created , muft needs make it the vtmofl bound of his dciitcsand 
thoughts , as the only profitable , only delightfuU , only glorious , anJ con- 
fcquentiy the only good and happy thing. Therforc in this enfuing trcatifc, I shal 
make it play nc that althis^.is largely and abundantly coniayncd ia a RcJi'ious 
EiUtc. ^ 
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F the three kinds of Happincs , contayned in a Religious Efti 

of uhich lamtotreatc, the vtilitie, or Profitablencs thereof 

nwth firftto.han.^ For though there be commonly leiH; doubt made 
of It, ihct) of the other t wo»and all doc willingly grant that Religion 
IS full of all Spirituallcommodiiies:yctitwil not be amide to in- 
ireatc particularly of this very thing, as being in it felf very great and fim^ular : and 
which aJ.me nxVf be lufliqiQnttojnoue any lining foule. For we fee ^hat'in earthly 
i:.iugsthcrc;;araof .temporal profit is foilrpng' and forcible,''that it makes a man 
a JiicimMc vpcu bunucircs very paincful andlaboiious , and ftoopmariy times very 
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low of much greater force tlierfore mull all fpirituall profit be.which aj 1 fayj 
j u theonly true andlolid profit.not short and t(mpeFall,but etetnaljyw not wiih* 
ilandingiomakeitoiorectrtame.andcleere wemufttftablUh one thine as the 
f gfound-workenotonlyofthisptcftntdlfcoutfcbutofallChiilKanperftaieii- 
to wit , t hatallmcna.ebred. and bou.c by naturevalTalj, andfeiuant.ofcu- All 
gceate God , and as fuch.muft m all things , greate and Jitle, obferue his « il) . a„a l,,- ,u,,„ r 
bcwholyathisCommand.Foritiiigenetall errour, which hath poiTcnidtlie '" •"" '1 
I harts cfmoft men, notonlyofthcm that be wicked anddcbaushed,b«tofniar.v ',-"i'"' 
that hue not ,11 tothink.that it i, enoughto abftayne from fynne that for the '^' ' 
rcft.thcymay choofewlutcoutfeoflife they lift, and in thecourfe they are liue 
as they lift,,nd take their plcafure, and eafe: comrarie to which errour we'niull 
lay tim ftrong foundation , as 1 fayd before, that it is the very nature of man to be 
\^uT'T'*f Liege-lord) to wir.the infinite, and foueraigne power of God! 
Whofe will and appomtment muft be the rule and modell oroiidife.of all our 
Aaions.& of whatfoeuer .s in vs ; and if w* will liue as we ought, w J muft not 
ftirre neither haijd not foote but at his direaion. For as S, Jy^J^t, f.„,h i„ , ,. ^.,./». 
cettayneplacefiilytothispurpofeiWW««.r«^*;»».w«,,*„i//}M ,;,^t^,^,„fl.,',. 
Uff.ihyn..wn, ,„s,byf,tj, if,,,., -uhich th», *f,,bi»n,tl^„ > And « a labourine •""• 

beaft, belongc s wholy to the man that owes it; fo man , nmch more beloiige-s to 
God,.i,d IS aUand vv holy his. Wherforea, wefay it is a good beaft,which tSnne's 
not le lily of his owne head , but moue's as his Maftet guide's him; fo man be- 

haueshimfelfhkehiinlclf.whenheattend-svponGodwithwillandworke ami 
refeite s himfclf wboly vnto him.Contrariewife.when forgetting God,he think'* 
to be his OWI.C Ma.fter,and will difpofe of himfelf, and his aftioSs a, he nle.rctl. 
turning fayle to euery wind of hi, owne will; itisafarre greaterdefoVi , 1 

hX\Vr 'a "«iV"''"'^''^"'"''""""'»»y ftomliisMaifter. Whc 
holy Scripture doth fitly exprefle ^faying : Tis, ,h, ,<.^„ «., „ ,,/«</ Z Zh , 
rr,d. .«d,hmk> hnnjilt h,,n,4,f,», « ,*, cU.f* v,iU sff,. Vpon which palTa- "' " "' 
geJ.C„«„r doth difcourfein this maonuer, it i, necerfarie .«;, „1 hou'^^d be ^' ''"«"• 
rcftiayned mall his cpurfes by order of difciplincandasalabouringbeaft fcrue T '"'■ 
vnd.r.heco lar. held n by thedecree, etern.ll. He the.fore that couctts Vo do 
vyh.tfo«uerh.5vnbndledlicentioufne, lead', himvnto , what othmhi". doth 
hedefire,then tobelike thecoltof.wildAfle.shafcing off the coll.rof&p 
nc that he may vv,,dly roue through the woodsof hisluft.Andalitle Tnea.l 
Theifore if we wil no, be like the col, of . wild Affe, wemuft firft of al fw h on 
thefignesoftha. whichisfecretlyappointed by Qod, that what foeuerwcbaue 
.mmdvnto wekeepe ourfcluesvndertheccllar offuncrnallgouerlm!nt & 
fulfillourdehres fo much the more profit,blyfor.oli„e,Vhowmuch we?r«d 
downe the'defiresof thislife.againrt our owneinclination. This f«„ird, ."d 
bondageofman, which is fo •iaturalUndfoprofi,able.f,^«,/j«dM ""ilvn 
derft..Kli.nddo.hlearnedlye,prefIeit,shewiSgth,tthi.wasXe,^^^^^^^^ 

God dtdlay .command vpon ourfitft ratherain P,radire,and fuch ,7o«ma„d« 
wete«lhed.d : towit ,ro pu.invre his iuft and lawful! authori.ieoSa 

ouervsallwhowerethencontay.,edinhisloyms.For,f,y,hhe,ifAdamshouU I j , 
hauereafonedthuswithhimfelfjif this tree be Rood.whv mavIno«™?hh^.^f r *p';^r^"'^' 
benaugh, whatdmhitinParadif«God woolfh,u;ia.:h ^^^^^^^^^ 
Iwtllnoti,auothectouchit, why .Becaofc l«.,totd,^ou,n.K,.E. 
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al the re.ron,,jf ,t feemclitlc r«fon to th«. thou fcorn.ft to be . kmnt.miZ. 
I»rg.„^ himfelf tinvhcre vpon the fame fubicft, he faith. It wMtiecSthJ 
manb..„gvndcrGod should in fomcthin.be'«ttray«d. Th. h^ftb^on 
uStf'"'Ali^t'^"^'rT}'y whidihcshoulddcftrue the good ^1 "f 
his Lord and M« Ur ; which Obedience I may iuftly cal theonly vmue i"bred 
.. meucryteafonableCreature. liui„svndcrthecomni,a„d of God*^, /„d.h"t he 
'■ 5''lr''«T'?°u''""'''"'"8'ng« by fwclllngpvidetotuine, istocou^,' 
.. do anvehft which yicclscallcddifobediencc: mantLerfore. vnlefte he had Tce^ 
. c..m,„,unc!cdf.mcJ. „. wouldnothaueknowncthathehad a Lordand mT 

«,h,ch s thcrdutic . they .„„ft order their li.c wholy dependent of God and «^ 
.1 e,jjre uc, to h.scond.a andgouernn.ent . and be as it.entiuc to obfeue h"^: 
pleafure.a, the7«.|/„,«„fc/,,AWW, .rM«,> M.//m, W ,k ,«,.yl^^^^ 
.«,*« .he,u.d..„r„.l,„ff.,,, ,hePf.lmlftrpeaketh. Which is .ffiewhlci; 

J.G,„.,,tf.y.hn,h,,mor,ls.asd«ifulferuan.sh.ue,heireyeal«ayevZnthrir 

deJ Jo do the thougius of (he .uft waytedili^cntly vpoii AllmiehtieGod N,?,t^ 

"'cany„o„dcrth,tS.0,,,m,,.dot[,etsoftheho)yW2uWfb«fc^^^^^^^^ 

manner f^:c.„g^/.,...|,cad.e„ Philofoplier. wtiteth tlutuoi^^^^^^^ 

holds of Oodi whence he concludeth ,l,.t if a man should kil himfelf ... 1 , J ' 

.^e nv.reli.l„ vnto,,. rLrforepfouedi^^L^^^^^ 

an other n»n by ...lure becaull 'nKnt »hlT1 """ T""^'- ""^^y '""''«« » 

of n,,,ny .., .cati er . a,-d nu"e s it we a^om "" r"" ^'?^ ''^ ™"~'"''"« 

ftnivandlfynatur c.:„"at^;; .rou'X^rr-^^^^^^^^ 

all kinl nf things. Fura. ,, Vhofe wS h ^'^^:''''''' '" ""''"'' '"'""gh 

'■lement doth (tH ,,reua^^ 1% t, w ' lv'7 "° '^' '" """"'" ' <"""« »"« 

-'■■.eauy.andfoln.Khcr/it : f„:.'t7" 

"iirr thcb.ijy , anddotl, ^ouf mrln I „ '' •' ■ " ' *""" """"ly cominaund 

reafo„,a,„,„rc„„blc.do, b liehtco^^^^^^^ 

a:i.on.,lo,l,rrliuh,.Ahin'ra fa"" ■' '" """=''"*"«<''»="'. 

!>et.er ,„d the wort^ycr^f ),'' trp^':'" I J' rr^'^l" ^""' « '"'"S «he 

roueral,„t,c,w.a.uralf;d:c!;w o^e ",::' hTft'''"^^ 

VI l)cn\vc(ccanianrhat U « ^1 .«, / i r ^* ^ '^^^ '^ "'o^ exec lenr As I 

7..l7.ocr,,„.nXthll, f. rrtlnifd^^^^^^^^^ 

«^.'-ind.thou,hthcbe,utieoftSltl;:f:::^?y;Tfci'j^^^ 

ofchc 
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of.he_bodie:Thmfar,eU,hedifcoutftof^,,y».//,.whertmorconerhedeclircdL 
what hen,ea«..h by (Vruile condition amlfubie(aion.fo,hef,y,hth.t.ye,«J«; 
or Slaue,.s t.. h.s Ma,fter. av a p.r« nf any .binB.ia toth^whole.or as a .hit,!; ,h.; 
is,np< (l.rti.n .s.o.hcpoflellour.forasaparte is net pioperlyforitfelf.fu.for 
'f V' '■« ,v r '• " ';" " V-'^'^"''^'"^ '"'" f°acmo„, is notfo, i.ftlf.bot 
for .iKi-oir llou^fo.saferus, h,s • ai(lcrs.al ,h,,l,cls:acing,he,fore,s«efind 
by the d,(cou,fc of,h,s I'h.l.fonhcr, there may be fo grc.t a diftance be.«i« 
treaturcs.hcn/clnes tha.fo.ne ky nature , may iulHy fe fubieft to other fo „" 
a.no„...lunu how lar.e t.ueshaUlmbe found to be.te.wix. Gel andn.an Tot 

a ma,., .h, u J, he c«cl an, ,h( ■ nun neucr fo .-.uich , yet the dirt, rcnce can bcbut 
in w.,.or lea,n,„:;,cr «,fJ„,„c.or fome fnth accidental qnaJi.ie, a„d"h'u,h 

.tbe«,.crfos,cac,ctitisln„,,cd, and notfo V 

f ''"/,"""'''"<•>«. «''cry oneofv, hauingabody of the fame ear.h and 
afoulcofhkelubltance "o an ...hers foule: But if we compare man whGodV ,• , • 
w.fjome with w.fdome, soodnes with i-oodnes. power wi.h „owe7 ellence ?f "•"'*" 

mill II »tom God , and of himfelf he hath nothing : ami iherfore we niav trtilv 'I-'" »'•'"■ 
fay of hm. iha. m very deed h. hath nothing, or rather, is nothino Wic^ is the 
reafon,why S.„., ^.,.,rai,h,,hat Godis..^ P.w«,W/. andom Samou IWn'f If •'"'■'■' "■ 
h,.^,« .»W;an,l;„t,,hat kc.niyi,. An-iifthewholcglobeof hc«.th „ h ^ , 
.auLh. ,n the «-,/,„„.,„^, . compared with the cIrcumLnceof the heaien T " 
bult dXr''"'r'''°V"'','"'"'''"?'''"'''""'''°^«relf.isoffo^^^^^^^^^ 
bull , and the heanens ,.„, tliiir limitSiwLt shal wc think that oneman can br 
being compare,^ wiih th.t Infini.ie.and that Endlefl. Bottom, in whTfo ma, ; 

J/,Id:.':z''tS' Fo'rVmZ nr^r^v''!;'''';,'''' " •-""'•"v"- «....-. 

crooml. ,• her vnL '^°"™°"S "'tn, though there bemanyreafons.and >ed v, 
toon<lsU,cr-vpon we pretend tight toiheihingsof thi.worldjasb, outchafe "I'i'l" » 

h«workeAvluch,.ofmuchgreaterforcei„G;j:Lby«. „„„ n^^^^^^^^ 



rrj.^ 



OF THE HAPPINES 



*4 



hunidUilihiDgstogcithcr, all things vndcrh€aucnarcmync.And54)^/J»4ji/iii 

his learned fermonprwchcd at Athens. GidwhmdJtthiVftrU, sndsUthintsthM 

4Tiinv,htbtmi L9td9fhf3iittHMaiteMrtb,8£C,whcvhreCccing he hath foueraiffnty 

oaetalloihcnhings bccaufc he hath made them all, why should he not alfo hauc 

F'-i,: »'ouw men? Of whom hcfpeakethin this mannerly his Prophet Er^chitKBthtld 

,^ . Mlifhff,mUsdftmnie,4sthtfiiite9ftbeF4tlHr,finhef*ule »f tht^fmnetimtnt'.S.Btrndtd 

s tryn,ri ihcrfore in one of his fcrmons doth with great reafon conclude from this 

• '*»""• groundamongthercft ,thatwccarcwholygods whomadev5,a$ a workeisihc 

* " * "•• ivorkcmans. Behold he is at hand who made hcaucn and earth. He is thyCrca- 

'• tour,tiiouarc his creature-, he thy Lord, thou his feruant; he the potter, thou 
' the vclicii, Thou art debtour therforeto him of all that thou art, from whom 
'• thou haft all. To that Lordlfay , who hath made thee , and hath done well for 
» thee, and doth fcrue thee with the courfcof theftarres, and with feazonof the 
» ayre , and the fruifulnes of the earth, and iheplemifulnes of fruitet. Him cer 
»• tamly thou muft fcrue with all thy force, and hartyeft ftrength , Icaft he behold 
•» thcc^vuh anangriceye,anddefpifethee, and conAme thee for euer. And to like 
s u^,.n\ P«7<'^cS.L-iirwf*/«/?i»i4i»writ«ththus. Reafon bred in the very bowels of our 
i»^:n uh. [««[«, doth call vpon euery one to fubicAhimfclfto him, from whom he hath 
d. oiirf.c. y his being : for the nature of man being created by God , and pcrfiftinc aduallv in 
,. bcmg through him, by necefliriecourfeofequitie and luftice,ftand$ oblicedto 
„ the commands of hjs Creatour. For though man hauc rcccaued benefites with 
„ out numberfor which heis bound tofcrueGod,yctthisonlythin^ofitfelfdoih 
/ . 7 '' .rP r"" V^?^'^"" ^"^" ^"'** deatb,that from him he hath his bcine.Finallv 

*^; thercis no hope ofl.kleftto man, vnlefTc he acknowleJge God , caftineoVall 

.. ^7"«rvan.t,e$ and wretched errour, and feruehim,renouncing this tranfitory 

^^ hfe.& .nforme hmifelf .n the pr.aife of Religion by the principles of luftice For 

^, this IS the condition with which weareborne,tbat weperformc ourlufl&boun- 

" ^^"^"^'""Godthatmadevs. That we acknowledge dim alone and follow hh^ 

Th,s.sthebondofp.et.ewithwhichwe are obliged , and bound to God Td 

•I'lM.Kc*. "°'"^'J»^^*^«'«8'«"««felff hath the name which it beareih. 

(•"'oTub. ^ 4- TTht third caufe of this fubieaion, is taken from the £«</rfw4>»- for wlii-n . 

S" f^'"".*"y '»''"S"7dcforanotherthing,itmuftneceirarily bi fStotha^ 

cut ''"'^ »"ay ray. ilwayes Eying it. Now certainly nothing is, or can be the End of m!n 
^,., ,. butGodhimfeJf Fur which reafon it is fa d of him in he S Tvife 
''• STr'tK^'v'"^:''^^ t ''^} ^- >^^'--uerisLde?:;th ai^^^^^^ 

s T/ ^^i*'*!^"^^^^^ thefword,and a howfeis made for dwelline fo mini 
J ""^ "1?^* ^°i.G°^ ^"'y i ^^' « ^- '^^•'^-^ ra> th , the caufe efficient aXhAff^i k 

*'-'• ^;;'^'^hisbuiUiandrhcendwhichthebuylderhadinb^^^^^^^^^ 

fca. 
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ftft, Andfo ^ffffwh vodctftoodthac the pUoti and »Uthin«, that lunellfr.bm y ,» 
no.fa.cc. wcrem.de focthofc th« haueliftand fenft, wiXe^gatlefom!!!^ ^t,. 
Andamong thcfe fuchaiare tame and domeaick, wcamadefor food, and othet 
»fci,thewildandfauage:partlx fot food. partly for rhe heJp of man in other 
thing., «f9reloathmg and other ncceflaricfc But f. B«'»«rf doth much better f 8.™.,^ 

dcclaxethis matter jforhefaxththatallthefwhingiweregiuenvsbyGodforfome-WPAr'. 
cSmoditie of oursifomeforfuttenance, fomcfor Inftrudion,* fome fordilieht tc '"*"■" 
?'"'""» "»"y "'•»"" fo' out corteition : 8^ /*»«*««/./, thetfore andfubin^ion '^"•"• 
otihricthmgiwcmayleatne (and fo we muft. ) how obedient Afubicftwe 
«ughttobetoGod;fotwefeethat oxenplough the grownd forvs. with xccf- 
lioe labour and reape no profit by it ; horfeiferue vi for carriages , for iourneyes. 
Jpr races jdoggs i unt carefully forvs, andguard our howfesand pctfonsi and are 
io ready at command that , . ith a word they make after the game . 'and with a 
word they arecliccked, and holloaed off.as no feruant can be more ready and 
obJeruant. And thefamemay be faydofmany moreintheirfeuerall kinds. 
„„l!l ':•'"'"'''»"»'« ""J «<"'>ini'o'"/elu"Jefle happy and fortunate, or lefle To be 
noble,becaufe we are not borne for ourfelue. but for an othet. Forindecd it were Crcci 
lomcthmg to be ftood vpon. if wc muft hauc had this relation to hme ot er Cr.;a. '"' «"<• 
ture like our felues ftinted and linuted in perfeSion : but feeing it is God vpon r"''"" 
di^7<hi;', '"1 • "''" '" f V r*°^ '■ohigh and fo Infinite, iti. fo farrefro n '^CJi, 
td. KI ^r°;J^ '".<i'l'g"-t''.«h«"do,h greatly innoble it. For, as we ."o"'„; 
adua^ii. u '°"''^*'""»';° <«''"E"dl>uthimfelf.manby thismeanesi, l>l«- 
aduancedto.hepart>c,,.at.onoahisEnd.whichi,athingexceedingHonoutable: 
ne, her cantherehappcn toman anything more glorious then it. And itis , he 

«nW I'h .h ""8 diftrnguished all thi„« into two ranks . and placed one ''' ■<"^' 

rank £, K''"*Tr^'*"''«"'"' "'" °"' End, and an other "'" ' '• 
rankeoftliofewhichwemuftvfeas nieanes.he aduanccth thisqueftion whethec ' "' 

amanou«httoenioyorvfehimfelf. And anfweresi, truly andfSrtha^^^^^^^ 
jvay lawtull for aman to lone himfelf fot himfclf, F,r^f,,thTc '^;teW^^^^^^ 

^™;neH?''*v''"'*.r".'''" 'T^'^f •" ""'• ""« looking b.rvp!nbST, < 
returned toath.ngthat is variable, and therforeifheinioy himfelf ,°i,rthfo'.« 
defeaandimperfeaioniforhtisfarrebetterwhen he cleaLcTwho. to .h« 
vnchange.bJc-.ood Thenwhen hetelentsfromit.owardsWmfetf. ' ' '° ""' .. 
6. 1 lierourihcaufeof ourfubieftiontoGod. iathe CmmtnJ which l>ol.»h ^. 
layd vpon vs. not offeruing, or fearing or obeyi» him T, of I«i,, W r^r? f"^ 

Mtui all to GooJnes and loue. to defire lo be loued . rather Then ferSedVfo It '"" ^'^ 
nlS* r ' r'P"^'' '■"''''^ ""^' 'he ^edge and toenSofd, T'"""' 
nl^ tk''""!'","'-"*""^''''"*' of '•«'"««'<1« f"r. m.reple.ranf.„dmore '""'' 
n, J *"■ t'^ '»o«P*rf«% fobica ' m«« toGod, is apparei« be«S 
oue .hepamesdonot o..lymWllydwellone,vi,hin »oX. ^ccoS^^^^ 

Butthey palleoutof thcmfeluesfntothepartlewhomthey C and «elnH^ ''•*•«• '*' 
auishmem o, ..ftafis. of which S. c4«fp«k.thv.Khich the co«^„ '■'»^' 
/a,r.g.s.t4..th.foulei.r«ber where kleue^SlthenX I'ShtNowi^h: L*? 

^ iij ordinarle 



5 Gr<, :o 



Cl^ |. M Of THfe HAlM'iP4fcS 

fj^**** leoc df attbfcfiourgood , beoFchb force an4 llkcngth,whtt ihall the Ipaeof thar 
„ lafintteaDd rouerargiiegoo<l,be able co wocke in our iouict? efpeciaJiy a loueTo 
S. 9*fUiu p«fed,asGodrcquiranofvSy cowic»thacwe louc him, with <*Mr while hdrr, our 
P/. ti. VfiJiU f§mlf^Md •Ht w/>o/f/?fMg//,.Foisasy.B4^ii (ayth,when hcrcquircthche whole 
** lottftHeaUowcth no dluifioncobe made among other things; for how much loae 
" thou rpendeftiothcfc inferiour things , fo much chou uiu(l needs take away 
5^mpt0 £romihc whole And S» .AuiiifiinCiyih in like manner , that the loue of God, 
ilf^i,*'"' ^^hich in thij precept is fo itricily commanded , cannot indurc that the Jcaft 
* ftrcamc tlicrof,iliould be deiiucd any other way , or the cunent towards him 
diminished s.Orf»iri> alfo doth fay very '.vel. You mudobfcruc that when holy 
fcripturc commaundcthlhat God ibouU be loued , it doth not only fctdovvnc 
whcrewithjbm inftruc^.cth vsalfojiow much wee Ihould louc him.adding fid thy 
whole hart &c. To the end certainly that whofccucr dciircihpcrfcdiy to pei for- 
me his plcafurc.lcaue nothing of himfcif to himclf; Whcrby it is ployncihat to 
the end our loue may bcfuchasuoughr,anil as is required byexprelfc commaund 
it muftdcliuctvswholy andperfciitly loGod, and put him in full and abAdutc 
pofl"c(Eonofvs,or rather iransfufej and as it were cmpiicvs wholy into him. AH 
which is done by loue. 

7. A fifchcaufemortiuft and weighty, why wc ow our fdues to God, may 
caufc i» our bc.bccaufc we itc bound vnto him as//4»«« bou^^hr by thtptnni \ fo ^iJVtni fayth of vs: 
R. Jcin- T^uMte not your vvtnt ^ fetyttiiftbnugjit yiiha^rewepttce. This great price is Chrift 
K C«r 19. ''''i^^<^i^>f;'"cn wholy for vs.as S. flfyn<#r</favih ,and wlioly luyd out for oui \ffcs, 
,4. And certainty neuerwasman in feruiceofanothcr man, fo properly his i as the 
5. B,rH4rd Eternal Word of God, and Image of his Father,is properly ours , giucn , granted, 
firm. J. dt and dcliuered to al men in general , and feuerally to cucry one. At which- t/<y the 
tir.i.i. n I : :-r_:..:. r.. .1. ^ 1...1 1 . 1 .. -. . .. J 
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t'i'^'t ''*"<>ph«treioycmginfpirit, fayth.v/f/ifWfflwewWfir >iMyj;and J>. Vunl. Htftntrtd 
^•m t, IX. »«fffts 9^f»f S'ftfft btf iltltuted htm vpftr vs 4I ^ and'in anothtr[t\iCc,\\\ij»:^4ueh/mfelf 
14. /i»r>^AndourLorJ andSauiourfaythofhimfelf, CoJbaihfoUmd thnvotfd^that 
i<. h ^4ut hi 9nlyktf9UtnScHn$, WlicrforeifGodmay iuftly cluilcngt vs al& wholy 
for his owne, in regard he hath created vsj becaufe he doih but demand that 
foule,andihatbody of vs, whichhc bellowed on v?. Certainly with much 
greater reafon he way now challenge vsby titleofpurchafe, (ince Chrift himfelf 
hath payed downc forvs no leJlc price, then his own life audfoule,fo incompa- 
rabily worthy and prctious; and withal, hisbody.andhis diuinc pcrfon. Wor- 
htff. thyly thiiforedoth S. ChtyfoH^mt fay in one of his homiJies , feeing we line by the 
• •» death ofChrift wemuftccrtaynly Uuetohiraby whom wcliuc. Whepewemay 
^^ thinke.thai this hely man rcpeateth twice,oneandthe fclf fame thing, in diuers 
wrd^ibutifwe weigh them well, a cfliai find that he means two feueVal things: 
hrlhhatweliuebyChrift. SccondJy thathe died for our fakes j cither of ihi*m' 
feuer illy confulcrcd , is fufticieni to obligees wholy vnto hinuBui put them both 
togeather , and cuery one may cafyly f« how the reckoning is inflamed. S.BffTiArtt' 
inhisfcnuonoft.iefoutefoid dcbiiieckomth tlu$ obligation to be the fiift ' 
Firlhhouait ifebour to Godofthy whol« lifc^beciufchchath qiuen his life 
forihync,andindufcdmoft bitter torments . that thou mighia not indurc the 
ctenuil. And ► auingfpoke!>HianythinHS«o the fameered, hecoiicludeihfhus, 
whenchcifoiel (lialhauegiuen him al that I am^swd alehat I can do ,1^ not a! 
this.hkea litiicairrc incompariibttV«he Suii,Ukca dbrop^)* of watcrA^i cqm- 

pacifoa 






par ifoB of a mayne ciuer;as a pibbic ftone "to ± huaT. «a«»-:^ ' " "* -. 

omit al other thiogsi for thittcafon alone he mi. •.■»!» i.„ Ju^ * '' •,.'.° 41. 
b.c.ufeheg,uchi.ownelifcforit,l«notman,XrfSLiT~^^^^ 
himwhodiedfothim .fortowhofevfSyi wth««t^^^^ r f' k"' '" " 
hi5wi.hou,whofcd«,h Ihadnot liuXAnd fo^rhom «..?"''• l*''"""^ " 
commod,tictomyf..f *„forhimwh?hl^^:^^^^^ 

Jclf ,and am twice debiour of my felf What shal i ri.«i. '"X 'cirtor my- 

vponthatglor? »nd fclicitic and vpo^Xf^c L?r «'''/''"='«'!"•''«« 
feluesinpmchafcofth«m.Which.r2umentL . I l'"„' 'K" "" 8'"' <»" 
; :"'h.fcwords.Howmuch do'haSTuc Z^^^ ''il"'""' '•f ^V^'""/'"" S..^„,,,y,, 
, WJinghimfclf.giuinR al thlThcZtl^A^^'"^^"^,^^''"*'''^ • Hying. /r'""'""-- 

! '"'J'l"">K»l>l'«isin.hcpowetoEodorif .^^^^^^^ ' i °* '''•'"""'■ •■ 
great |.avn« , fo,r,cat labour J„ft jm- ' " "'"•°« >*« indeauour with fo " 

wenViiue'but^^Ll^t A^^^^^^^^ 

'hat ive may liue eternally ..And if we flken,, ^^ r '"''""'"'" ^e ,l,„„„c - 

to be.whhont 12 without «lf^ ' ".""" T "f '''"''"''f f« 'or. ■• 

C i'iij in '* 
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infuch words is 1 am tbU^whai would wcnotgiuelif it,if itwCTetobe(bW> 

" What would we not giuc , that it were to ht bought > Would it be enough to 

" giuc all that ihou haft » if thou hadft the world iopofleflion? Yefitisputtoftlei 

" buf it if thou wilt, trouble not thy felf outr much to find fomcgreatc matter to 

" giuc for it» in regard of that at whicn it is valued, it is valued at what thou btft; 

" be not foUicitous what thou haft, but what thou arte. The thing is worth as 

" much as thou art, gi uc thy fclf and thou shalt haueit.Butthoawiltfay,! am 

*' naught , he will not take me. By gluing thy felf to him, thou bccomeftgood: 

" Thi$i$tobcgood,toputthy fclfvponhisafTurancc and promifc : Thusftrrc^* 

w<«^<»R<w.Andbyit we may conclude, that the hcauenly kingdome is not to be 

purclufed but by giuing our fclucs wholy & fincerly to our Lord God , and 

Howe the whac focucr we are, or can do. And it ftands with great reafon , bccaufe infinite 

B"'^5 f^ reward deferucih infinite labour and paynes; which is not in our powrctotake; 

t*o God'iV " >s rc»f^" ihcrcfore we should lay downefor it as much as we haue; which 

inaruanfr will be in a manner infinite •, if we beftow it willingly with out end or 

infinite. liaiit. 

The 7.cau- 9' B"* *l^ ^he obligations of which I haue hitherto fpokcnj are partly natural!, 

fcof Tub- and{ artiy put vpnnvs by the will and commandment of God , without our con- 

itftion h fcit or agreement : There remayncth yet one obligation more,whichof ourowne 

ojr proim- jccQrd,and willingly we haue vndergone.For as kings take an oath of allcageance 

ptifmc.*" ^f^"* their valFals, which othcrwife be their lawfullanddutifullfubieds, to bind 

themmorcoucrby t heir owne promifc and couenant', fo God though by right 

of Creation and purchalTe, and by fo many other titles as I haue reckoned , he do 

hold vs bound and fubie^ vnto him; hath obliged vs not withflandingbyour 

•w»e/wer»f-;>r»wi/f .totheend ourfidelitiemay be more conftant by fogreatea 

tye. This Oath is taken when by baptifme we are regenerate; in which we are 

Ctt 4 f. ^^^ ^^h jnroUed among the foldiars of Chrift , but as the Apoftle fpeakcth, 

1 wt. |>.uts Vfertcuue the Adoption of /^ane!. And it hath two parts : In the one we proieft and 

•ft his pro- vowtoforfake&renownce the world, and the allurements therof:ln the other, 

W'c wcyealdandconfccratcourfeluestoGod alone, not tobc his fouidiars only , or 

his fonncsjas 1 fayd before , but to be true and liucly memWcrs in the body of 

Chiift,andasfuch,toliue noe more for our felues , and for our ownc ends and 

occafionsjbutforiliatbody of his, andforihc reft of the members therof, 

10. Ofthefirft part ofthis obligation y.fjfjprMff, 5. Gregory ^ S. ^fmbrofe^ and 
ulhers of ihc holy Fathers , doe make often mention. S, .Ambr»fe, hath this Excel- 
lent fayns. When hedidaskcihee-,doeftthourenounccihcdiuell and his works? 
Whaulidftihouanrwcr ? 1 doe renounce them ; doeft thou renounce the vvoild 
and Jicpieafures therof? I do renounce them : Be mindfull what thou faycdft, 
and forget not at any time the tetioreof thy obligation. If il ou giucft a billot 
thy hand toan other man , thou art bound to take his money: thou ftandeft f 
obliged, and the lender will hold thee to it if thou fly? back, and there thou aft 
held by thy ownc obligation i confider where thou didft make thypromife, and 
towhom.ThoudiftfeetheChurch-man.buthewastheminifter of Chrift. Thv 
bilhheiforeisregiftrcdin heaucn,&notineirth.Thouhaft'rcno<iced the world, 
thou haft renounced thefeprefentthings,bctherft>rccareiFul!,& alwayesrem6btf : 
thy promifc. And ^. //»•«/?, you haue openly promifcd to renounce the cnemie. J 
Whcnyoulayd,l doe renounce :This promifc wastakcn&inroUed by God & W» I 
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I Angels , not by men. Renounce him , not by word only , but in behauiour ; not *• 
I with the found of your mouth ,but with the deeds of your lifcj not with the voyce •» 
lofyour lips, but with words of your works, 

ir. OFthe fecond part of this obligation Sdh^ Vdul doth often fpeake In his 
£piftles i as to the Galathians, ^s mdny of yn oi hdut bttn bdfut^d, hdtitpmtit 
fhnl}. And farther to the Colofllans. T0M sre dtdd , dnd ytttr life is hideu With * ' ''*^' 
pbr;/? in GtJ, To which purpofc alfo S. Gregory Ki^idH^tn fayth. To fpeake in c,t 
pne word i the force and power of baptifme is nothing els , but a certaine coue- 
nant made with God of a fecond and better life, of a more pure and more noble S.Guf. 
xrade of 1' jing. Wherfore we muft alwayes ftand in great awe , and keepe a ^4\.«r.4o.' 
watchful guard ouer our foules, that wee be not found to haue made a deceitful 
promifc,for feeing we cal God to witnes to eftablish the couenants made between *' 
Imanandman, much move ought wee to take heed thatwebreakcnotihecoufr- ** 
inant, w ichwcmakcwicliGodhimfclf ,asitisathingiuit felf of more danger " 
land Jomma;4e. S, BernArd OiKo applyeththat place of the pfalme : nfi/J!)fr/>4ff>A# S. B#r«ir(/ 
|/Wjr«fr/ff«//M^j)/«/>/jNff^/;/>fl«r', tothepromife which we makein Baptifme , and Jj^JI'/J^'" 
Ifayih. ThisisthcprofclTionofChriftianFaiih , that whofoeuerliueth,liueoot ,,,„,, y. 
Ifor himfcif , but for hiui ficft who died for al j then for his Neighbour, for whom 
fhealfodicd. 

Wheifore (to come to fome conclusion vpon fo many and fo forcible rea- 
Ifons , ) if wcc will slicw our fclucs men of reafon and iudgmcnt, inthebufincsof 
four faluation , we muft necelfarily acknowledge a great and weighty obligation 
towards God lying vpon vs. And I do not fee in what words the force and 
^ffficacy thereof can be better imprelfed , then with that affcdionatc fpeech 
/»|pf the Prophet Dauid : ^tJ wy fowie shdlliMt to him. For eueiy man- muft 7V*ii. ji. 
-%iake this account , and throughly peifwadc himfcif , that he it noc his 
bwne , but Gods \ and whatfoeuer he hath , whatfoeuer heis worthtWhai- 
jToeucr he is i he is not to fcruc himfelfe with it , and his owne ends , but 
to fcrue God alone, with continual relation vnto him. And muft be content 
Jalwayes to be at his command j and be glad of ir. And with all the forcei 
land indiuationa of his mind and wil , continualy labour that his thoughts, 
laifbons , endeauours , and himfcif wholy , be conformable to the wil and 
Ipleafure of almighty God. Finally he muft alwayes bearc in mind , and 
lexpreffc in behauiour that which the holy Prophet conceaucd when he fayd, 
wldm m4(ie % 4 Idbeuring bedfl before thee, dnd I am dlwdyes with thee. Thou hdfl held ''/"/i. M. 
itrti right hdnd , dndhdd lead me in thy wd. Neither muft we think much to be as 
■obedient and fcruiceable to God,a$bcafts are to man. For if man require feruiccof '* """^ 
Ibeafls whichhemade not\ and ouer which he hath no title and right ofcSirtaund, «c^,hou'ij 
IbutbypreheminenceofNature : how greatly muft we be fubie^ and obedient to bcajobc- 
jGod, feeing by nature we arc fofarrc beneath him , and morcbuer were created tfjentto 
[by im.and ftand obliged by fo many other titles ? And feeing our cafe is thus, let p°i*' 
( vsalfo confiJer how grceuousafaultitmuft needs be ( nay how many faults tom/n"*^ 
I therewouldbein one) if aman should couettobehisowneMaifter, and difpo- 
I fe of his life anda(^ions as he lift himfcif, not according to the wil of Godjbut liuc 
I in manner. atif he had no dependance at al of him,and were wholy of himfelf,and 
I athisownedifpofc. For what can be more vnfeemly , or more dilordcred. then* 
I feruant that wilbeftil flinging out of doorei , and shunning his Maifters howfci 
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or when he is within doorcs,r€gacds4iot his Maiacrsplcafure ? Of wich kindof 
Hin, i.t9, people, that faying, or rather check of the Prophet , may be fitly fpoken: Hn 
hH hf9(eft tht yw^f, th*it hdfi but^ 4 fundtr tift b^nd.thou bsflfdydyl W(ii mftmAn^ 
S BtTH. Ctr what torment &puniihment doth aitcd vpon ihcfc crimes? Ccrtay nly that which ^ 
*Hcthi%' ^' ^"''""'*' **"*^ **^' written in acertainct catifc , raying:Hc is manifcftly worthy | 
Hue's not «o<li«.whorcfiircthtoliuctothec 6LordIcfu;& hcisdcadr&whofocuerisniH 
forGod, wifetothce, isa foolc : andhc that takcth care tobc for any other end, but for 
\\uo\(m thee, is to no end, & is nothing. Thou 6 God haft'madc al things for thy fcif 
ScmiM ^ '^^ ^^" ^^^ ^^ for himfclf and not for t hcc. among al things beginncth to be no-* 
rmi. imar. thing. And S, Cy^rUn. Thou required fcruice from thy fcruanr,and being thy felf 
Wc fcruc a man . thou forced another man to obey thee -, and though both he, and thou be 
imtGod.a^ borne into this world after one mancr,acWhofneccffiticbctodie,'yourbodie! 
men r^r'^'^'''^ framed of the fclf fame nutter, your foulcsbcof likefubftanccivnlcdc thy fcr- 
01.7""'^'^ "'^^ ^* ^^^^ '^ ''^y "^^'^'*' vnicllc thou be obeyed out ofhaiu^ thou art fterne,& 
„ fcuerel/vrgcft thy fcruice; thou bcatcftthy fcruat .oftcimcs thoudoftpunifli*& 
„ torment him with hunger, &thiift; & wretch that thou art, doft not acknow 
ledge thy Lord, thy God i and yet wil cxcrcife thy au^ocity thus oucr men? 

THAT A MAN DOT H DISCHARGE 7^ HIS 
debt by gtmng him felf w holy to God hi a Keligiotts E/l^te. 

CHAP. 1 1 1 I. 

F this which we hauefayd be true (as it is moft certainly true) con- 
ccrningfocreat adcbt,&adebtoffo many titles which man doth 
owetoGod,doubtles there iycth vpocuery oneofvs a hcauy charge 
^^^^^^^^ andcaicjandourcafeisfomcvvhatfearcful. For we haue not to do 
^TL \^'''»»"^<i'to"»"thatisaman Jike our felucs, whofc hands we may 
cicapc, but with one from whomwecannowiyes hide outfclucs, but that hcii . 
ameatal times to lay vs vpinprifon, Ttl Weh4uep,ye<l tht very vimclt farifun'. T<i<U 
vealeaVan^ 7,T*"'°"'^"Slccrrour,ifwedenieour^^^^ 

:r'!;.t^"r^.7^'y '"'^'y ^.^=y'^«^^- Wherfore if our Lord God would take the ex' . 
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hyrJnra^h7''^'^"T?'f r ^°"^^ ^' ^ound fufficient. For Though we 
lay downe al before hun ( which fome man would thinke to be very much ) wc 

-^'^ • ^" h m fo H,lrr ^"' r'' "" y" '' ''''' ^^'^'^'^ -^ ^'^'^^^ "-^ once onrdue vn o 
V'' ''":' our wh 71'" '" '^•'' '"'rr' r ^'^"^^ P*'^^ '' »'^ °»^^^I"« wholy & with 

»'"»• vittv fav 1 ' u^^^^ r . '""'''"r ^"*"^^veared. Whervpon S. bVr J J hath this 

wu y faying \\ ,!t thou haue two fonnes in law by one dauehtei> as the nrouerbe 

'■ --r. ro?d imfe fn^^^^^^^^^^^^ '"^ not only beare it, but is glad o?it a7d doth 

^"^'V*- who r2oh1° "^f"^ butvvel dealt withal, ifwe once offer our fclues 
dr.f. d.i,n,. 'J, °7 ' "^« '^"»: VN Inch is performed in a Religious Eftate. For in it al RrlJoious 
^"^'^^ol^ . togcatKcr with their whole endeauours Jl.X<^^- ' ^'''^"'" 



f endeauours, are perfectly giuco andconfc- 

crate 



"crate to the eternal MaieAie , no part or parcel referued. Ic prefcnteih to God 
theirbodics , & mouldeth fhcin fo by Chaftitic, and perpetual Continence, that 
they arc ape for whatfocuer good Impreflion , and ready tor al the Commands of 
God, as nauing their Uynes girt^ according to the wil of our Sauiour ( which 
S: Grcjory applyeth to Cluflnie , & being lil^e to men W4yiiitg the coming of thtir MaiHer^ ' »f u . f r. 
itofFercth vp their foulcs , which is a guifc of farre greater value. Tlieir life is ^ ^"^'i»'> 
wholy deuotcd to the fcruice of God , al their works , al their endeauours , their ^nBnln 
'watchings, labours &paynes, tlieir whole praclife-, finally, that which ofal the "*^' 
rcftisthcchcefeft, their wil (the Ladic & Miftrcirc ouer althat is in man } is de- 
dicated vnto him: & byitconfcquentlythe whole man deliuercd into hispoilcf- 
/lon, and this by vcrtnci)fO^?<y/f«<:f, of which they make a vow^, binding them- 
fclucstlicrby not to dc/ii e anythingcontrarieto the wil of God, Wherfore as it is y 
the grcateft happines and benefit that can fal to man , to be wholy fubicd to God U\\yk^! u^ 
anil wholy his, our whole laluationconfilling in k\ fo this very thiny, is beft and wod i% our 
moft allurcdly perforincil in Rclij:»ion : in which cuery one rclignin'g his o,\nc ^^-^•"'^•r 
vil&choyce,doihdcliueritintotiichandsofGod,inprerenceof anotherman, ''•'I'l'""^"'' 
that the rcfignation therof may be the morecertayne and cuident : And it is the 
common docftrincofal Dluines concerning the nature and force of/<f//)ji»«,ihatic 
doth contaync a true and perfe(5l dcliuery of our felucs to God , by folcmnc vow, 
to S. ThoMj} among ihereft doth learnedly teach, anddcclare's it by this lixample. ^' ^**>»'<' 
i Asvvhenamanhathpromifcdapccccofland, andaftcrwards makes deliueric of * '"^''^'^7' 
f fcizing in , or h au i ng promi fed to be an others fcruant, and putt's himfcifc '^'*'^' ^' 
.j^ prefently into his fctuicc : The fame doth he that giucth himfclf in this life to 
|, God, dcliucringairopollcflion of himfclf into his fcruice. And^. ^wrju/^'Wf vpon - 
\ thofc words of the Plalmc. c//j lit h4ih iw-rnt to cur Lortiy hath v^-nrrti 1o the God of ,^ ^*'^**^' 
'^f/4C<^^:doth difcourfctoihefamepurpofc. What dawo vow, faythhe, but to be '*' 

. I^ibe Tcplcs of God. For we can offer nothing to God, more acceptable , then if we 
; fay vnto him, with the Prophet Efay , Vi^grfjeyf. S. <:hrifoftome nlfo in that cIo- gr 
I quct epiftle to Theodore the ^v^S^^hath this cxcell^t faying? Now then haft nothing , „. ^^ '" '** 
inthccatall,at thineovvncdifpofe;fince thouhaftbcgunncto fcruc viidcr fo^ieat i. ih clny. 
aComamler.-Forifthe wife hath not power ouer her ownc body, hi: J^^ Huft^ad, ^°' 'p '»J 
much more thofc that line rather to Chrift our Sauiour.then to thcniulues,canot* '''*^' 
haue the difpofaloftheircwne bodies. AndC'4/?/4wfayth, that this was oneof the 
chcefcdocijments in which the ancient monks didinftrut'l , and moft carefully ^'^ ' ^' 
prM<5(ifetheirfollowers.Thattheyftiould not only icnource their cxicrnal goods, 
and poftcflions , but withal acknowledge that they were noc more Maillers of 
thcmfelucs, but had giucn ouer, & loft alpowcr&commaundinthatkindewith j g g, p 
whom S, B4/i7 agrccth. faying; that eucry Religious body muft full) perfwade ^rf c'-m,,'' 
himfelfthatheis no more his owncman, but bound by God aflaue to his bre- s. Ht,nnl 
thtc,& muft make no other account,butbehaue himfclf accordingly. y./>Vr», \sof'^^^**^*F'^ 
ihcfameopinion,andconfirmcsitoutofthe rule of i'. ntnti, that a Religious m4 '''J^' 
hath not povvcrouer his owne body. And' explicating that palTage of the Pfal.yr/ .^"iT.^g 
iV'fhihytynihoii thdltfeej^ fayth that this haill I'clatio to the tin)etocomc,to wit, Thccv'n 
when we fbalcometo the fight of God, in which Gcd v\ilrcftorc vs to our fclue$"f ^il'- 
againc, & wil moreouergiuehimfelf vnto vs: for hereeucry Religious man muft R'""*P*»- 
^ ackaowlcdg, & think vvith himfclf that his eyes be not his owne, but Gods^ fincc|,*^'",J'/|f 
j by the vowcsof Rcligion,icnouncirig his owne wil, lie hath ingaged in his fcruice owne. 
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cucry limme he haih:& cafequently that it is a moft ^rceuous facriledgc to vfurpe ^ 
cohtmfclf, and hisowne plcafurc ,thc membcrswhich he hath thus dedicated t« . 
God , tobcftow them vpon occafions of vaniiie, curiofuiCjand worldy bufincj, 
3. liisihciforcccttayne, that by a Religious coutfc.aDdchecfly by the vowci 
God doth of Religion, we hauc this benefit, that God doth fully and perfcdHypoilcfltys 
P^i'^^'y bccaufc we glue our fclucs fo vvholy oucr vnto him , that he may without con- 
b^ ?hc *** tradition 01 icfiftaacc fcruc himfclfc of vs, wheie, and when, and in what he wiL 
vo*cs of as we may fcruc our fclucs of any thing which we hold in out hand,to fend vs,or to 
Religion. caUsbackjortoftayvsitofctvs high or lowejto weald & turnc vs cucry way 
to altcrj and placc,and fashion vs as hisowne. And todclarc ihcfcfpiritual, and 
hidden thingsb^ knownc examples and humane pradifc , as among men the do- 
minion and proprictie of things is often by courfc of law mad<* oucr from one to 
anothcr,fo it falcih out betwixt vs, and God: for by our owne voluntaric confcm 
and zCt , \vc forgo tlic right which we had ouer our fciues.and make it oucr to 
God. And as in worldly bufincdcs there be certaine vfual formes of 
bargaining , cflablished by (latute or cuftumc, which when they are once palfcd, ,-^ 
they cannot be recalled .or broken oflfagainc: as adecdofguift,or bar«;ainc of fair % 
or exchange, fo if we wel con/idcr, \ve shal find al this in the conti^a between ^ 
God & vs. F or S.V 4 hI czh it a depoji urn , orthing committed to an others kcepinj; 
and truft,for thus he glories. I ^'ow^ whom I hduibtUtHtd , and 4m cevuint , th4i kl 
, I ^^'"« K:fpt ihdf which / hdHCComi/ieti vnuhtm vntihhdt Jay, 4 mfl liid^t For as in fuch 
a bargaine of truft, wecommitathingto an other to kccpt foratime, andthcn 
to rcfturc it , fo ^\c dcpriuc our feiues of our owne v\ i! and freedomc for a short 
tiinc.to wir, til vvcenter into the ioy of our Lord: and then wereceaueourvvii& 
frecdome againe,wholy and with large incieafc,andGod dothreftarcvstoow 
fclues as S. «^r/»4r</fpeak.cth. Yet bccaufc in fuch a bargaine of truft , when ■ - 
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commit a. thine to an others keeping^thc right is ftill wholy in our fclucs, & in a 
Religious courfc we giuc our fclucs lo to God, as we refcruen " 



cnothingatallof our ^;^ 



fciucs.Itmay perhaps be more pioperly tcarmcd a Jtd ofcw'/fi bccaufc willinciy • •jl 
Secondly and of our owne accord we rehgne our fclucs wholy to God: or a hr^dint 9fU!' ''^ 
bjr d.cd of bccaufc wc do not giuc our fclucs away altogcathcr without prcfcift , or future ^» 

game ^VlfM^ vvc take for our guift a great rccoi^enfc & re ward.to wit.cucr. 

lart.ng bhrte.Or finally ,t may be called a bargaine by way. AxfWr: bccaufc at , 

the very time ofthcbargamc,anve giuc our fclucs t God, foGodgiuc'slumfclf 



/.lie. 
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r , vw'h.ugh inafarie vnequall proportion. ForGod iscxchangedforman. mor- 
talfoumnnrralUwietchedandpo,ething,forhimthatisinLite&moftg^^^ 
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wholytohim.Fromwhomthcymuftncedircmembcrihcyhauercceauedehcif ''* ^ 
beginnings their incrcafc.y. ^n^ufiine fpcakcih tothc famccfFea. Cc moreouer s. oluf im 
^f y'^!.^« \^'J Rcttitution IS moa pctfeaiy adied in the Religious vowes . which H » ^• 
ihingfallcth fit for our purpofe. In very deed , faythhc, if one do matkc wel «• 
ivhathevowcthtoGod what vowcshcicdrcth.Icthim vow himfcJf , let him « 
Tcdcrhimfclfto God This is that which iscxaded, thi$v^c owe, lookingTpon - 
* t^?"!J?°"' Lord fay th:r(««</rr toC^fsr.that which a C^fars^cr ,0 God^thHwhtch «• 
11 G.^,.Thc Imagcof Cacfar muft be reaorcd to Carfar , the I mage of God mua -« 
be rcftored to God. Smcc thciforeall Religious pcoplehauc fo pcifc<aiy rerfor- 
mcd thisohhgatid.tlierccan beno doubt but thcpromifc of alniightie Goddoth 
belong vnto the.7, which we find in the Prophet i.f4yt. jlnd now .ur Lord Ujth ,f ,, , 
fl'^i^y.^^^^h^thcrutedihtn 

k4f,t redeemed thee, 4nd bane called ihtc by thy name. Tbon 4ft mine. A fwocte and <"^v tl, u 
plearantname,( Thummtne) A name morcglorious and more loftie. then all HchHou. 
thetltle$ofhonour,andftate,anddcfcent.whichthislvorldcaHboaaoLWhich»''"'''^"" 
the famcProphet confidcring in an other place . weighing the Honour of thofc ilT."'"^^ 
that glonem that they belong to God. fay tli : Tbi, m4n wday i 4moH, Lords, 4nd ' 
mother wdc4lltnthi U4m, ofUcobiandthis m4nw,l Write wahb^sh4nd teourird, 
-i»iw»4m«w//6f/,^.w^/,Z/r4*/.Forihcywhotakcihciroath.orvovv*,toChrift cr . , 
maybe faydto wr.twith their hand; and they do moft truly take vpon them thi '"^' ^' 
flames ofWc/^or/M/ , who on the one fide by their wifdome hauefupplanted 
the wickcdenemics . and on the other fide hauc made God himfclfftoop ynto 
tncm by their Humiliiic. r '' '^ 

.Jrl I^^ " '*'V^°''f V'"""?^ ^'^^ ^"S« commodities of a Religious Eftate, as it Two com- 
u^Z^n"" ^'c .'"' ^^»""J^^'°" • '"at itdotiideliucrouer to God the ^crfcd '"°'^*'''* 
poffc(nonofvs,wh,chfortvvorcafons is very profitable vnto vs. F.rftbecaufc.by "^ ^^""^- 
oneandthe fame Aft ; and as it were with one pcece of money , wc difcha uc n'' """ 

^^rfCTc''''^ '' ^''''^' without meafure, and furniOicthourfoule 

r .^'"^•"^/^.^"'^^"'fs. Which S. .^,^./?,«,dothexpreny teach, fay"? 9 ^., /, 

n'a ctTw ' H *'^ 'V^ ^''f^' '^•'"- Thou/lultbchis farme.thj;^ p}^^ ! " 

Ihalc be h.shoufc; He poircfleih thee, to benefit theeiHcisponcifcdby thee to » 
i.nproucthee;,SKfor any benefit heexpc^s fromthee. Forlhaue fayV^^^^^^^ 
Lord ; Thou 4,1 mj Cod . Lec4Mfe thou hafi no. need. f my ^oods. Neither muft "f' '^ «• 
^rvTl rh'/T^'r'^'^ ' u^-^"^^^y^^ •• ^'"^<=^-/?-/^^!imfc)ftcachethTnd.-^.yf.W, 

highcrth^^ "°^'''"S""bcmorebeneficialtotheInfc. r^ r r 

r.our, then to bepcrfcdly fubiccT to them which are of a hidierdcrce For the ' ''•'^'" 

tion moft needs beoutofor(lcr,vn!eiIcReafon dirc(ft it. It is better alfo for al T"" '^ '''*^ 
the L! ^''"^'''^''".'^^ f»<>'" i^im Seeing 

CcftkH V f^ll!^ T' r ^^ '^' ^omrarie receauethdommage j the fame muft nc- 
fcflarily fallout by farrcgrcatarcafon betwixt a cieatureandGodA' by perfca 
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fiibieaionvntohim,itmuftnc«dsbcaduanccd. Conirariwirc, when it lljal like 
the prodigal ch»ld,cuuct to liauc in priuatc polleffion thcgoods and fubftanci be 
longing vnto .t .and the ftatc orportion fcuercd fiom God , our common Fatha 
aiid Lord of al, itcannotbutfuffer g^cat dommagc andlolle, b^ vvant,faminc 
lbanie,dillionoui and al other infortunatc accidents. " 

OF THE SNJRES AND OCCASIONS 
of fime vjhicb are in the ^orld, 

CHAP. V. 
ET y$ cal to rcmcmbiance the ground and rouncfaiion of 
which vvc fpakc before, to wit , ihc general obligatio in which 
al men Aand bound to fcruc God , & to i;iuc thcmfelues wholy 
vnto him. And hauing now found oui'hovv fully this ob];ca. 
tionisdilchavgcd by a Religious courfc of hfe, let vj consider 

Q x.' i'" 'r'^M^y courfe.how larrc ins from being fulfilled. That 

refleaingvpon the niifcrablc and dangerous ftatc of a fccular life , we may better 
vndcrftand the happines of Religion. For a man rhat hath been in the coalc 
ilmt.vpclolle pufonncr,the more miferiehc hath induicd.dorhvaluethe benefit 
of h.s dehucric at a ii ucr rate , fo though there be very many things in Relicion 
Which do highly commend it, yet the wretched calamities of chis world beini? 
wcl coniidercd, from which Religiondoth free vs, wit make it the more dcfired 

AndihcfccalamiticsandmifcricsbenothardtobedifcouercdithcyarenohidJen 
andfecret thing but palpable, and open to. he eye ofcuerie one that hath any 
cyesto fceu^th. Yctbcaufeityrually haoncth , that the^reatcrtherpirituaU 
cuil .s,thelc/re.t IS knowne and fclt,becaurcihe naturcofit isxo dul rhen/ind and 
iniiciglc It ^^ ith many cirours. We wil propound fome confidcraiions which 
touth.ng vpon our very fenfcs.may make vs the more capableof the truth' 

2. Let vs therefore frame fomcwhat to our Imagination, a place very' ftecnc 
and nippcue whereaman that is ftrong, and able, can hardly hold hisfcctc Ahd 
.n this place, one that iscuen eaten.out with lon^ andgreeuous Cickucs and 
wholy decayed, and round abotjt him , not one. but very „,any fhono and able 
men prcffing vpon '.'"to make him fall : fuch an one therefore , (lantX fuch 
a p ace. hovv ,s ,t pulhble he flrould faue hlmfelf > This fleepc ami flin cVy pTacc 
«sthevvorld;almen,arethorethatbefoncka,idreeblc,tl-Jiueb,berc^^^^^^^^^ 
grcatmahcc,and aixthusdiligcntto uorke vs mifchief. The world vvijio^ 

doun.sfteepeandn.ppcuc andthereisnothingmorehardinit thentr 
^urfclues. f.orp falhn:;. and from falling fodai^erourty ,ihat i once m.r foo! 
nng begin to faylc wc can hardly recouer ourfclues.but »hal runne down^ 
headlong and bru.fe ou./clucs vpon al the Rocks of vic«.Thc iUetrs ancX- 
pe mes of th.- world, be the occasions whicharc in it . and alluren> mst^ fin. e 
V ucharenottobereckoiKdTetifwcwilfummethemvpinbricfet™ 
drawnetotl,erethreeheadsJirathecorrupt&wickedIaweswhch that S 
contrarietoaloucrandgoodues. Secondly theexamplesofallew^ 
hfc. which are fo familiar in it. And laftly theiufinite occ^fions of^nne 1 ke ^ 

«iat,y fnarcs ai^ ginucs to imrappc the poorc foulcs of aica ^ 

3. The 
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,. The world hath his lawcs and fafhiom, which he will hauc kept by hijfol. j^^\l^^ 
lowers; of the wickednes&malicewhcro_f.iti$cnqufthtofay,ihatthey are quite «<■ »hc 
coniranetotheholyandwholeromelawes ofourSauiour Chrift. Thelawesof '^°^^*'' 
Chriaarethefe. Bltfjtdbtthep^ott'. Bli/fedh t/^fefhatrnmne, ifunefltul^nlHtcHtht 
•nt ihttkfy tHtnt him theorhenou, x^tl is f* be dtnied\ ^uf Croffe uksn »/> ; and many fuch 
like. Now what be the decree?, and Axiomes of tne world ? They arc not farrc to 
feeke ? Nothing is more miferable,ind more bafc then Poucrtic, nothing happitr 
then to be Rich. VVc muft cherish and pSperour body.Wc muft giueour fclu' s to 
al kinds of pleafure. It is a brauc thing to bearc fway am6g others.to rule &: com 
ni5d;t^Dbec6mcded&fpoken-ofbyeuerybod^ 

I mua bcatc him. \i he ftrike me I muft kil him. Thefe lawes are euery where it! 
forccThefe are the rules of euery bodies adi6s.thougiits,and life.This is the talkc 
at home &abroad,in publick & in priuate meetings Jn euery ones mouth & at the 
end of euene bufines.No fooner are childr«puttofchooIe,but vnder their Parets 
& their Maiftcrs elbow they learne thefe principles, & are feazoned betimes with 
al wicked and erroneous perfwafions of this nature, in thofe tender yeares when 
their minds are moft pliable,&moft apt to takeimpreffion.But much more when 
they come abroad into the world.and begin to conuerfe with orhersj for then the 

comd voice of eueriebodir,prayfing&praaifingtliatwhichisvltious,dothcarric 

the nitoalcorruptioti.For when a man fee's tcporal & earthly things foextolJed. le.M.ar It. 

riches.&honour.&alkindofvanitiefoyioletlyfoughtafter.whoirtherefo^^^^^^ 
or/tout,astobcableto w.thftand thecurrcntofal mens iudgemets,fpecches and ^g^'"'^ »hc 
perfuafi6s,and not to fuffer himfelf to be borne downe with the Areame ? For as a ^'"*"** 
raanthatismanairowpa(rage,ifhemefteathrongofpeople 6c ftiiueaRainftit is 
more hkcly to be cariedaway in thecroude,then to breakcthorouuhcfo when the 
niinds,&opini6s.& behauiour of a great many do Side al one way , it is farre eafier 
and more vfual to be caried away with the moft.then to be able to beare the brde 
and oucrcomc them. For firft our vnderlUding is ouerruled by the iudeemct of f« 
many that thmke. & foeake, Scdootherwifc; that wecan hardly conceauehow 
we can do am lie in taking the wav. which is fo common,and fo troadcn by euery 
body.Onfa man be fo wife, & fo hanpy,astoconceauchiscrrour,yeiheharh \ 
pi(er combai m hand, to bring himrdf todo that which he knowe. to be better 
for h.m. For prefently he flul be fet vpon by whole troops of the contrarie part ie 
labouring w ith al might & maine to put him off from it , cither by perfuafion and 
intreatie,or by feoffs & taunts.or by il language behind his back! And man /a a ) 
at fucn anexigent, 1$ fo vveake & poore,that he cannot tellhow to make liirht of 
whatmenth,nke&fayofhim;whichhathbeenethef«incofmany whoatfirft 

&ftiamcfullydriuenbackf'rom.t.bythefpeechofthevulgar,andfometime,by 
thcirfrietids.fomctimes by theirenemtcs tongucs.Thefe therefore, be the Jawes of 
the world, which hec doth ftriuc to maintay ne with al his ftrength and power 

? ThcfccondpomtofdangerinthcworldiseuillExIple.Forwhenthedifoi 
tiers of other men.their witon beliauiour.& diflioncftics,thcir vanities.^ Ambil Euil Hx.m- 
t'6s,& other finnes.are coiuinually before our eyes.though we kno w thet« tX P'"' 
iinnes.yctthcyhaucarpc^ialkindoffoicetoperucrte vs. Either becaufetveh* '^"•^»'"^ 
ptothinke it leHe euill .in regard it isfog*eneral. and fo familiarly pr^i^ ''^''^'''' 
by moft men: or bccaufc it is natural to euery man , to do rhit willingly 
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•tid withcife , which he fee's an other do before him that is like bimfdf. But 
whaifoeuer the rcafon be , it ij^ceruine that there is fcarcc to be found a quickee 
fpurrctofinne,thcn euill example, which the wife man (hewcth by this (imili- 
tude ; He thdt ttHcbtih pittb ihdlbtt defittd bj /\ and he that ammgiteib Xfirb the prttide 
tod put en f ride. And 5^. Hier«wif confirmcthit faying : It is aneafy ihingto imitate 
eliat which is euill » and whofe vcrtues thou canft not follow , thou wile quickly 
erpreife their vices. And S» Cyftmn fayth i Our eyes and our eares are to be care^ 
. fully guarded » for we are quickly inured in the vice to which we hearken. For 
the nature of man is of it fcif vitioufly enough inclined .what then wil become 
of ic, when it flulbe prouokcd by example ? And he that fals of his owne accord 
what wil he do whenhe isthruft along? For as in corporall things fire is bred by 
fire, and euery thing is ingendred by another like vnto it : fo in our foules , pride 
breeds pride, and anger breeds anger, and cuery vice is apt tobieedthe like vice 
in an others mind ♦ eucn though the partie know not, or think not of it ; often- 
times alfothoughheftriucagainft it : for dealing into ourniiiid by our earesand 
eyes by litleandlitle, they cleauc fofaft, that ihcv cannot choofe but make fomc 
impreffion in it ,. and alter it for the worfc. By which we may fee how dangerous 
a thin^itistoliuciii the world, where ill examples arefo rife,anddofoconti- 
nuaUybeate vpon our foules , andprouokc them to finne. And for this caufe 
S, jtu^ufiine doth fo violently bewayle h is youth fpent in the ftreets of Babylon 
(as he call's ii) where hearing h is equallsand compagnion$,and thofe that were 
of the fame age, and (landing with him . boafting their wicked nes , and glorying 
the more, the greater villanics they did commit •, he was'prouoked not only lodo 
the hkc,buttofcinc things which he had not done, that he might not be ac 
ccuiitcd the more abicdt , bccaufe he was the more innocent, and held to be more 
bafe, bccaufe he was njore chaft : for euill compagnie is too too conta-ious a 
thing, when we hcare people fay, let vs go j let vs Jo it ; and it is a fljamc not to 
be quite fhamelcfre» 

u * Jl *j '^'^'^ ^^^^ ^^'^'^ ^^'^^ ^^^ "^"'^ '" '^"^ world,bc the Occ^tns ^ffinup; 
which hedge a man in on euery (\if, and it is not polTible to auoyd ihcm bccaufe 
they are in eucry thin- which we handle , andineuciy bufines we dealc in. To 
which purpofc ^.^e. fayth very well, that all thinj^s arcfullofdangcr, all things 
fullof fnares. Luflfull defiics doegge vs on ; pleafures way Jaye vs Gaine fpea- 
kes vs fayreXoflTc af. ights vs. A (laundering tongue is bitter. And thofe that 
praylc vs, fay not alw ayes true. And in an other place : There is treachcrie in the 
°F^"^j7'^R«<^h«.fndtreachcriein thcftrayts ofPouertie. Thofe fill vs with 
pnde, thefe fill vs with complaints. Health is a temptation, ficknes is a tempta- 
tion. That makes vscareledV, this makes vs fad, andpenfiue. There isafnare 

thatiseartnlygiuen,beouertaken vvichioy or with care : for thedifeafe is alike 

thj shall Aifhce concerninz thedanger of the olace. Now let vs fcethe weaknei 
a^ul infirmuie of man that dwelleth in a place Co full of danger and perill : which 
though euery one do fufficicntly fcele in himfelf by experience, yet holy Jcripture 

dothput vsoften inmindofit.andlay it before our eycsveryplainly.Asvvhen 
It layth: tbtjenfe ^nd th.n^ht •[ m^i kstt 4re prene te emlifim tniputh -^ S, Paul. 
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\ lftt4notijtrUypmm^membtn,^ihiini4t^,i%nfiiht'i4(W oj my mind^tfidbrifif^iAgit intet »,„ - »,. 

CMptimrie ynder the Uwe of fpne. Thtf lawe of the nicmberi is no other then the 

force of concupifccnce, which taking the bit in her momh^ wil Hoc only not be 

goueined by rcafon, as it ought, but doth often times bring itincocaptiaicie and 

thraldome , and lay itatihefooteofher luft: which corruption and difocder is 

fo much the more grceuons ,and more fui of danger, bccaufe it is not btedin 

I vs of latedayes, and by eafy and flight means , but it is aneuil which wc haue 

I coniraftcd from tlie beginning , by thedtfobtdicnce of our firft father , and is Cot 

I inbred in our nature that togeathcr with nature we receaue the corruption iherof, 

I and are forced whether we wil.or no,to carie it about vs , and do morcouer in- 

I Cfcafc it dayly by our owne offences and wickednesr 

4. S, Thomas doth teach that by that one fy nne which originally in jtd^tm we Foure 
I alcommittcJ,\ve receaucd in our foule and body foure moftgreeuous wounds, rounds rc- 
whicli by cucryfynnc which afterwards we commit, waxe green againe, and be* "^"^Jby 
come fancmorc fowlc and worfc. Thcfirll wound is Ittfrsnct , which extin- f '^'"*' 
guishin^ the light of'Pr^«/f»c#4«//w;/i/«me, doth almoft put outthccyoof /^e^^ow: ^HtL. i. 1. 
The fecond wound is MAice , which bereauing the wil of theguift oilttfiice^ fi ^.&i. 
doth thruft it alhvayes vpon that which is cuil : The third and fourth art Infimi*-. 
tie and C#«c«/)//imf which with ioynt forces fettingvpon al the inclinations of 
our mind, do on the one (ide difaiine it of Ftrtiwde and make vs Ibrink away 
from euery tiling that is hard •, and ftrippe vs on the other fyde of the vertuc of 
Tem^trdnce, leading vs as beaftsintoal kind of fenfualpleafures, without shame 
or moderation. ThcrforeS.. >f/^wf?/w fayth wcl that the ftatc of our foules, (euen S ^y,,^ ,/, 
after they hauc bcc4i washed by baptifmc) is fitly exprellcdinthc parable of him ^fl'^f].}. 
that falling into the hands of thccucs, was wounded with many wounds , and 
left half deal. Forthough hewciccaricd into the Stable, or Inne (bywhich, he 
fayth, is meant the Church ) though w'uvs andoylc, asprcfer.c and uowctfu I* re- 
medies , were powrcdinto his wounds, yet ftilhc is faint and feeble , and wil 
allwaycs be foe, til as S. 1>rfi»/dcfired , l}e be dtUuered from thh body ofdeafh.Wlut '^'"* 7 M- 
iherforcwil become ofthis man that is fo wcakc ,andbuthalf aliue,ifin*ap!ace 
fo difaduantagious, he be fet vpon by hiseocmie ; and an enemic fo Ihong , t/Mt 
nopovotronembcdnbecompdredwith htm , an encmie//>4/ fdn^tthlk^ 4 fowin^ Liort^ loi 4,. j.^. 
and is fo; not only in ficrcenes and crueltie, but in ftrengthand abiliiic? Who '-^'^ J 8. 
can be able to withftand his fh jck, and ra^^e , & defend himfelf from his poyfoned 
weapons? Efpeciallyfceing, as f-/?/4», fayth, itis not onccnemicwhichwchaue c^a„„ , , 
to do withibut there be iroopes without number armed againfteuc7 one of vs,& t.li,." '' 
alof them mcrcylefle, and fauage, and thirfting nothing but our hait blood and 
I ruine. Befids that they are inuifibleand cannot be difcouered before hand, or 
auoyded , which make's the eucnt ofthis fpiritual battaile the more difaflrous to 




tvithfectct fallies,and deceitfully , butallwayes moft malicioully and cruelly; 
and who is able ( fayth he; I do no fay to ouercoinej but to withftaiid thefe 
things? 

5 . Such is therfore the miferable ftate ofthis world , which S, fa/!»« the Apoftlc ». ^<'. f •» • 
cxprcflethmfcw words,butdiuinclyftying,nf WorW/z^i ^Utedin Kdnihtmtu 
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V 'I *l« ^f «* ^*H . "t is fo fill of vice tnd corruption .fodcfpcratdy naught and bc. 
tuhcd , that It hath not one patch whole & found in it. But now if we wil not 
only imagiD what it is. but fee it with our very eyes land taJcc a ihorouch view of 
it,to tbccnd wcbe not dcccaued with the outward face it bearcthiwc nVuftmount 
jrpinto that high watchtowrc of which SXyfmn maketh incntion,& from thence 
behold It from end to end, & confidcr with attention the feueral imploymcnts of 
men in this world ;their cares, their thoughts, their bufinclfes . their curiofiticj 

their labours, their fpcechei,thcir ttaffickand al thcirdoings i forthus ccrtarnlr 
weshaldifcouer.fonuichvanuie inalthcir idletoyes, fo much filth in al their 
jynnc 6c wickedncs,fuch villanie & vncleanncd'e among them,ihat the man mull 
be a very Uock and ftone , v^ it hour fenfe or feeling , that doth not tremble at i' Sc 
alia! prouehimfelf to hauc very litlc or no care at al of iiisowne faluarion if pre 
fently he refoluc not to withdraw himfclf, out of fo mifcrabic, and ftinkiilc and 
abominable rcccitc of bnfts 8c Monftcrs , into fomc place of more faftic & quiet 
\V Inch dtlHge of euilh ( for fol may calit ) coucring the faccof the whole carih' 
though It be elegantly and copiouny dcfcribed by 5. Cypn.n , yet 1 wil rather take 
the dcfcriptton thcrof out of holy fcripture •. the auaoritie of it bcinR of farrc Grea- 
ter weiglu.Th.s is theifore thcthing which the Prophet Danidin thepfalmes doth 
ret forUi With great Maieftie of words, faying. Ou, Uidhath locked do^.efro humn 
fofefffih,nbtany,h.tyNder(}4nd4ndfukcsfm Gcd. And addeth whatihatdiuine 
eye beheld among men :r/;f; /;4«f 4I dnlmd, thn^uMlimuthrm^dt ynpr^M-k 
mft » mnt th,tdnthg,.d , m mt(. much 4S enr. Who would bclccuc it that in fo 
£Vn.f.!!rrT !i' ?" * r.'^^ ["^ P''^5 f "S"thcr w ich men . there fiiould not one 
befoundchat did wel. but that God himfclf by the mouth of the Prophet hath 

arfc7h alT/ r ^^^^ 
liearlcth and detcft cth t heir wic kcdnes. Thti, ihre4te ts Mn openftpukhn : ,hn Aum 

- .A/.A.r>^4«^/,,,,,„, . Andtbus they offend with their tongue Wha tar 
"J^r!l"%^^^^^^^ ^'"*^^y heconcludeth with thatwhich 

tduTJ^^^^^^ C^//^f/>-«^-./Wfrrie wllt . 
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wcl think that as it hapncihin tiic.bodici of every liuing thing, fo the world 
prowingoldanJdfcreiMt,inthii lafthowfetherof,as we may fay ,al the iuyce 
ofpicticanddcuotinn.bcing dried vp, and tlic vital Vigour ofdiuincloiie eaten 
away and cxtiiiguiihcd , it hath no more ftrength and force in a manner left , but 
daylydccayc'sandgrovvc's worfe and worfe. For that which truth it felf hath 
foretold mull needs come to pafl'e , The Clutritit tf mdny xvil W4Xf cold, and i»iq0iiie ^/<*.t4.iw; 
Wi/*<^«»/»</i&inanothcr place ; when the S onne tfrn^H shdl c*mt tloii ihtu thh\ hesUl ^**^ **••• 
fifidfdithonedfth ? Which being fo,what muft ncceffarily folbw iherof,but,which 
is to be bcway led with a \y hole world of leares , that an infinite multitude of men 
cicated al for eternal blillc , & the ioyes of hcaucn , carelcflc of this hope^carelefle 
ofthediuinepromiircs,& blinded with the fayreoutlide of thefe temporal things 
leAdingthtitdAyes in good things , and al kind of pleafure , as holy loh fpeaketh , shdl l^i n. , .; 
in 4 point of ttme , in a m»m>mf defcend into llel firf.Wh'ch iheVro^het tftytioth alfo */v«y.»4. 
moft feuerely denounce. C ho fore hdih He! MUtedhisfouk^ (/ oftned hit mouth yvithout 
4nybonn.l^(jrlus (ironge ones shA defcid vnto him^ or hts high one^,(r ihofe th^t 4rt gl$rtoiu» 
And this hath not only been foretold vsby the holy Prophets , but God hath 
flicwcd it in diucrsvifions at fcucral times, & in particular in that which we read in 
theHirtorieof6\ ^m'/oj his order, not long after ihebcginning of the fame order, t 
For when Bertholdw a famons man of tlut holy Religion , was one day preaching* Hif "on/of 
in Germanie,and haJearnelUy inueighcd a;;ainfta certaync vice : a woman there S. Francis 
prcfcnt, &pi'i|ficofthatfynnc, fcl inftaiirly dead in the midft of the people, by ^'^*ordcr, 
force of her forrow & contrition:& whilecucry bodic betooke himfelf to prayer 
ihecamciolifcagaine, &ielatedthccaurcofherfiiddaynedeafh,& how she was ^,*"^'"''- 
commanded to rcturnc to her body, that shee might confefic her fynne and be Example, 
abfolucd. Then sheefpakcof many thinji^s, which she had feen, but one thine 
. chcefly wh'ch is moA fcaieful& wondcrous. That when she ftood before the 

iudgment fcate of God. there werca: thatinftant brought thither threefcorethou- 
fand foulcs , which by fundry chances , in fcucral quarters of the world , amonj; 
Chriftians& Infidels, had the newly departed this life, & of al this huv;enumbcr 
three only \. re fent to Purgatoric.al the reft were condemned to he] fire one only 

man ofy./'uwr/i his order dying alfo at that very lime.padcd through Purgatorie, 
but ftaycd not long there & tooke with him to heauen,thc foulcs of two that hail 

been his iniire friends in this world.Matiy other fuch kind of vifions&Rcuelatifif 
we may read,but 1 wil content my felf with this one, it hauing fo many witnclTes 
vnto it,as there were people at the fcrmon ; and expredinjjboth the things which 
hccrc we treat of, to wit, the dangers of this world, outo/which fo fcwdoefcapc 
with fafetiejife the fccuritie of a Religious cftatc which relicueth others alfo. 

Three cmlls of this world, of which S, lohn doth aduertife '^s, 
CHAP. VI. 

Hitherto we hauc fpokcn of the mifcrics & dangers of the world in general; 
thouj^h too compcndiouaiy,in regard of the number &gtcaines of iheini 
^or to expi clTc thcm,Bs they dcferue,we had need of a volume as big as the 
world Jt felf, which is fo ful of miferic \ wherforc fince it it fitting we Ihould yet 
fpeakefonwihing more amply » and more particularly of them, what can we fay 
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that can be better fuokcn, or beofgrcatcrweigitt and moment, then that which ! 
wc find in 5. 1«/?/iihc Apoftk,wbogiuc's vs this aduife; Uutn^t thevotU ntitbn 1 
thttbmgswlAcbdreiHihtW4rlJ,tf4ny Uut thtWfU, the chdntieof she father umtml 
him i ifHMife 4l thst is in tht iPfftrU , is emufifctnce of the fleih ; and ctncitpifcenct eftht ' 
eytt.diiJ pride tfiffe, Howfoulc and abominable a body is it, which is campofcd 
of three (o foule, and fo abominable members ? And that the whole kins^domc of 
this world , is fitly diuidcd into thefe three parts, and as it were prouinces and > 
coumryei ; is a thing which may be czfyly vndcrilood , bccaufc whenfocucr i ' 
inan bcgin's to caftafidc the thought of Hcaucniy things, and to bcftovv himfclf 
wboly vpon things prcfcnt & temporal ; Three things offer themfcJucs vntohim *J 
vpon winch he may fci iiis aftVaion : Firft al external things^ and to thcfc doth be! | 
tlutv'/" ^«"?^'^^'^*''^TA"""'''/'^«'J'"»t'»««s.thc vnquenchablcthiiftofAuaricc.se. | 
vvluA icpt con%l^>? o^vn body, inuitingliim to pamper, and feed it with cucrythin2. that I 
o-.r Art'c- IS delightful «r plcal.n-; which is (oocufnfituteef tbtjlah: ThiidJy hcniccilwiih '' 
tuun. other men ioucrwhomto hauccommand,oratlca(lro be renowned & prayfed 
amongthem,ortoouer-topthcminanykind, ishcidto bcagrcat thitm; atidij 
that which the Apoltlc d .th cal Vtidt >{ /'/r. W Ik rfore al tliufcthat fcrue this v\ orid 
& rubM!athemrcluestotempcraliliinj«;, aicilaiics to one, ormoicofdicrctlircc 
/indjhcfcarcasitwcrc.thvccncts, vJiich the crafcic poacher of mens fouics, 
doth lay fo tluck,that whoiocucrcfcapc sonc, i, caichcd inanothcr.Tlicfcarc 
three kinds oNarts , which the cncn.ie of mankind doth incclfanilv brnnJiih 
againft vs, or rather thtec warlike engines uhcrby he doth cominuaily labour to 
sliake. weaken, &beatcdownc tilt very foundation ofavhrilUan life. Thcrfore 
let vsconddcr with attention, in what manner cucric one of thcfc do hinder aod 
Itop our pailagc to heaucn. • 

Tlicdinpr 1. And conccrnim. the Cncupifctmt of the /;, c, we read that Oracle of our Sauioui; 
of .ordly Wae6..oJ,o«r^.,/.,ru/^Invvluchorlefyllatle(TV.O hecomprehcndeth alcuill, 
calannties & mifcnes. And m an other place more play.ily, & more fignificantly, i 
^^i^^y^^^}^'^tn^fAyvntily,u^th4t4mhm^ihAl^Ufdly^te^ 

and againc . //ky ynt.y<m , it u tafyt, (na Omtl t,f,fl,^hn,j>ha medit^e^r^thmfirs 
nch m*n loenttt mio tbt ^f .^</cmf •/ l^4ue»', what can wedefiic more? Is it not prr ofc 
enoii.^h tocucry ChrillianiTian.that our Lord 5c Sauiour , Truth it fclf,hafhfayJ 

uchl.kc, for thH rcafononly, bccaufc our Sauiour who cannot ly . hath tauclit 

c.t.c cannot d.ucfofarre as to conceaue the depth of them; yet wcbelecue them 

nthc, tncntofoi-othe.n; why should not the fame Aua.n. tie, fwayvsalfuia 
.M point cunccrmn,riches;thotr^ 
<:. . IK..O.J vv.thom eyes the harmcthatis in them ? Bwt it is not a thin- fa 

J-'""^-''^ fJn ^hv li r 7 '^*'^'""' '^"^ '^r ^^'' ^'^^^ ""o»»^<^ ^»"^« »^ »«- 
1 "''"•'" s KcatiflM-n ^ are (o dangerous , we shal find them to be fourc. l^e firll 

'7::T: <;„ ; T^f'^^^^ r''^'''^ ^^^ ^^^^'^^ >"'^"y Wynnes arecafyly 
^. <^ wn ,t<d : of which S.,.H !>../ gmct VS Bot ice faying : Th/, ,i., w J«e 

' ^'","4'r« , ,„J tnt.thtfndHftht Dml , 4^;</ info mAn^ v^ynt *ni 
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— ^ _.— ■.-... }> Ci^/. 6, 

-«""' inh.»mot.ll.f,yth wcl.,h.tit is very feldom/f«n that thofe ,h« S 0V» 4 

hardforthofc that h.ucmoncy tocntcrimo the kin>.domeof heauen; /or .he, •■ 
ihathecres,pcafter.he.ncreafe«friches,wlKtioyc,ntlicyhopcformthelifc,o" 
co,ne?Andyet morceffcaua ly .nhi.Pa/loral.htftyth: They that are hot vpon "•"'.r. 
fudda.nejncieaftofweakh.letthemheark.n,oth,t which i, wu.ten. n/.h^""- >f 
m^kflb M . It \mb , M «„bt „n„,„, ■ for certainly ,l„,nan that is ,mbitiou, '*"■ "• 
to.i.cteaftmr.ches ,scarele(reinauoydingfinneiand(a..fylly bird.) wbilU ""»""' 
l.eRre.d,lylookethafter,hebayteofear,hlyfubft,„ce.heheedsnot.hef„areo^^^ 
finne.thatdotharan-Iehin,. They that couet after whatfoeuergayneth,, pre " 
n:.«>vordcan,ftoar<f,he.n.andheedno.thcfu,u.cdomm,gewi;i^^^^ 
fuffcr.letthen. heare what is v,mitn:Th,hh,f.,<,«c, -oUchvi.^.hhJym,:,,: 

cadcth vs>„theend,,o.he,orti„„ofbleffednes;tlKrefore .heythafnak^had 
^. !^il' l" ;"''"'»"";"■'"= beginning, cnt .he,„fclue.oinron.,hc bicllc.l .. 
pcruc, »h,ch they (liould haueintheend.becaufewhilT.hece they dc/ire in- 
crcafetluougl, ^Mcked auauce.they arc theredif-inheiireJtVom thceuobllin ■ ", 
pauimonic; and tliofe that co.ict to hauc al ; or arc ^ble to con,; alPe al tUi ihiy ' 
couet after i let then, ;.,iue ea>e >o what is vritten : W hM ,U, „ L,l. . "Z .11, m a ,. 
,«.;« ;/,, i.i. iv«K.„rfA.r„ /# ./■/». »iv»eM'i asif Truth it (iiri^ad (ZllZ T ' 

t'lia^iirirx:^!^.-^^'""^''^'''^ 

Jl'v,? f'l" ^"'u "" f " "' '''f l""-^'"'"' of Riches ; how is it in .hr poircdion The . 
aftea.0... and .l,ou,;ht of heauenly thin.^s . razin;- the yl,y n.cn.o, ic of th n. ou ■*''''■ 

wlhh 1 .' T >'" " ''r' ' '"!' '"""!',«'«' v,x,n eartl .For al kin.l ofwo I ly 
Tw ft 1". '"• ?°^''"""7"' ""'■' PC"»'abic. .ndfnbicit allwayes 
f^lkc ,n la, 7; "»' '»""<;"-■ '^'"S-F" cothewron*Rs.andrafi„eo, , 
and ft. ?fr ^f^""""' ""f^l'ances , and yeildin,; continual n,a,ter of deba.c 
foi ,1 n tf"'"? '" •'"' : 7 ^r'f "' l"°""io"ca„besrea. enough toprcl 
fauethen.;WlKreby<hcni.nd <-tarichma«diftr,rted wi.hmany cares anddi 

erthLTirha^n; 1,1 "'?,";■' ""C^ ^^^'y •"" ""'> "•"•i'-l'oui.ht, and 
eartluni ,sh,n. ,l.yl, tie and h.lehe bccomethwholy earthly. Wher«pon J 

.^»i»A"oUp«>mnthatour Sauiour for this rearonch,en/bc..anhi"rn,h\ y , r 

« rankafvertues andasit we,e. mothcrand breeder of ehenv.f.r hethat in.' • 

We. worldly th.n^sa. n.«j;l,, . may w.ldWin.e .he things .urnal ' b l " 

n can be wor, ,y of ri.e kn,gd«n,c cl hca.,.n, that being pollclled with affi - " 

■m of ,1, s world hath no. power lo .nuch a. .0 lift vp hi.'hea.l out of it. / // - " 
Zoo"" ''•"■"'' ''"" ''"/"'" •'•"■"'"• '^".'''"'ver.ue.andriche en ,. " 
tk. IK^; hV r" r T' ''^'"'^ • r^ ''"o"«™«l' it by the example of a " 
H..tlKnph,lofopheri(orcV.«sfaythhe,,bcJ-ftrf«,.am,ninhis,i,"^^ very s „ „« 
u eiUthy . when l:c went to ^,h«s, to betatehimrclf ,0 phil. f ,,,hie . caft aw /y .. , 
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'* ai;rcaima(rcofr,old& filucr , making account with himfclf^that itwasnotpof- 
" fiblcforhimtoDcMaillcr ofvcitue and riches borh at once. Andvvc,fluflY(] 
" vp to the very eyes , tliink wc can follow the poucrtie of our Sauiour Chrift: 
"•^ And 5. Bff»-«r//,ray thin few words nu){>piihyly. Blcdedishcthathunitth not 
■ ^^ after ihofc thin,;s, wliich when wc poirellc t licm, they ouci- load vsjwhcn we 
louc them, they defile vs, w hen we kcfc them , tlicy torment vs. For fut h bee the 
fruits of riches , that though wc do not fc t our hai t to thcnij yet the care & admi- 
niftrationofthem is toylcfome. But if wc louc them alfo, then they defile oar 
foulc ; and do as it were caft dui t vpon the face and beautic of ir. If moreouer we 
chance 10 lecfe them all, or in part, as in the midft of fo many fcucraJ chances 
nothing is moreeafy i then they vcxcand torment \s\ and not only when wc 
come ingoodoarncd to Iccfctlicmjbut long before, and i!i very deed alwaycj 
becaufethercisaiwayesapofTibiiitieoflceUng them, 

4. The third mifchecf of Riches bcccnainc vices which vfuall; accompayny 
them. For Riches and vices though in namerhcy fomc-vvhat ai.rce, yet much 
ban- rich, moreinqualicic. Andfirft S. iJr»«-rrffayth the fulncs and abundance oV temporal 
Diiif.i-. & thing?, begets want and forget fulncs of the eternal. For a man that is ful fed and 
vin,^„u. in a manner glutted with ihcthingsoftliis life, not only, doth not hunger ifter 
A>1'i.'..:a^. *'""K5 of ihelifc tocomc.but can hardly cal thcmtonjind, or once thii,k of 
them : yea you cannot puc him in mind of a thing that is more- dillaftful. Wl.ff- 
.^ '}rrnjrd i'otc thc VVifc man fayth truly. death, how bifUr ts tht mtmtrie of tkte , to atrntn ihdt 
'""' • /r hgujptAce mhiifMblidnct} Andthisobliuionis not alone. For commonly, or rather 
*'""• lmayrjy,thcreneccllarilyfolIowe*spride,difdaynefulnes,andinrolcncie. Foras 
J- » 4'. I. i. ^ufi^uliine fayth vcvy wet, Riches breed nothing more naturally , them Piide; 
s- .>/..? df ^y^^y^*".''<^»<^""yR"'"^«"<^'y cofi^.cuery tree', hath his wormes.Thewornic 
-".'^ u.f. i °* r^hcsii Pride. More:)uer by this worldly happincs, and abundanceof wealth 
nii-n grow to a kind of boldncs, and too much confidence of thcnifelues and thcic 
ownc rtrength , which fomc may perhaps think to be a final fault. But our Sa- 
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written inthe Proucrbs. Herh.it a»(idtth in hisrichts , thalfal, Andinthc Pfalmes* 
/'r>- II x8. r/,fy th4i confide in their firrnzth , and ^lom m the mulntnde ofiheir Mes And to 
/•/; i 8. 7. *''^ ^'T'' ^"!''P''^*' '' ^^^^ ''''•'•' '""^ '"^^ '" i^cchf,4{i,CHi,oU^ox placing ojr truft in 

money hoarded rp ; which the holy Ghoft reckoneih to Gc of fo great wciehr that 
Id. SI. 9. as iht vvcrcabouethepowerofmantodo it, he addeih with admiration Wlb# 

IS he , andwe w^lprayfe hmi ? And thus much wc n^ay fay truly of them that Riches 
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are Inllruments to al cuil. both m regard ot the power which is in them,for as the 
£fdfMfs fayth -^i"^.';.,.6f^;„,„,^.,a„abyreafonihatmonc6monIythofcihat 
hauctiamui great abundance, (land not in awe of any tiling, which is a preat 

f^>urrroiinne;VVhcrforeourSauiourChii(h!othwithgieatreafonltk^al earthly 
nchcs to limmi -, not onl/ becaufc they choake the Come of vertue. and 
S OrHm. g.)odCounfcl,but becaufe they rend the mind in pccccs i and as S, Gmcrit 
n- £-^/. (ayth draggnig it euen to fy nne , tliey Icaueital goarc blood by the wouad 

winciul'.cy giucir. ' 

Thr4»nir. 5. Afourlheuillwllichcomesbyriche$,i»,thatverythincwhichma^|.«^^#m 

»urmtuics.Bori;cousappaid,daynucf«c,ag»Jjm life IcaJiaeafc and plentie 

and 



andakorporalpleafutc. Wherefore we thai do wel to bethink out feluei how * 

preiudici>lthefedelightsdoproue,andleatnewhatfooie'5ofthem.bythatR.ich 

inan of old , w/» w..< bmrita in lUll ; not becaufe he had robbed others of that . 

wluch belonged viKo them ( for wc read no fuch thing of him ) but becaufe h ' '' 

■W^ucUdrnprnfU, '''fJ'ik<.'-^<'f»''dei.eryJ.jn,,f;n,fiully;AnithuwUkbS.G,f. s c™ ., 

m/t fayth i> we to be noted, that thofe wliomGgd luthoncecaft off. haue al -r 7 

thingsatmlinthislifeiasitisacua^meamongftvstodenie the ficke nothin" 

jvhcn they are giuen ouer by the phyfitian i and fo they are lead to the dunseon of 

hell andeternal death , througli the plcafant fields and meadowes of this world 

But whom would it not affright ,o heare that which the Prophet threatncth ; w« ^«„ , , 

fr,mlkht4rJ;4r,d Jm(wwn .ul^,nf„miklti, j tnj 4,t ,nn,,m,J xtith tin hid 
iynimems. S. ^.f_ull. writes an Epiftle to one J>r.4< a noble and wealthy woeman- ^ y « 

wherein among many othergoodlnftruaions.headuifcthher that in the mid- £/.->?f" 
deaofherdaynties (hcletthemnottoherhar , lead fucking the corruption of 
them thcybcherdeaih. And moreouer that toauoyd thispoyfon, many haue 
tmlaken the world, andthey that haue not done fo , wil haue much a do tofct 
theiraceoums ftteight. Thefc delights, fayth he , in which if, widdow liue. that 
ii.iflhedwelvponihem,andbcintangledinpleafuresoftheflcn., liuine Ihe is " 
dead, many holy men ami holy wocmen (hunning byaj poOible meanes haue " 

.'hlT'' 7r"!' /; ""^■'''"'-•-'.'••■"u'^'f*'' ' »'»J'"«"'"lt them among " 
the poote and fo layd .hem vp more lafe m the heauenly Treafurie : which courif " 
.f thou alfo donotrunne as being withheld byfome office of deuotion . , ou " 
Wft what accoutn thou canft giue to God of them. And thus farre ftal b! " 
ftftcen. that we haue fpoken of riches; of the dat.gers wherof , what can be favd 

uZ7^'I'^""'^^"\Tl ' ''"'1 ''"' ^WchtheholyGhoft hathpennedbythe 
handofS./.™r,w.thfoheauy threat,. C, ,,«„,., „r>„„, ,,J„ ,°2'i„ 

Jf ^■,4,hljry,„,f,l„„ in ,h, U,m d.y„.y„ /m« f^.d ,„/ ypj, u,, '.'j 
h4»,u,f,dpy,„h4,„in tHxu,ic,4iM,l„d.y.fll4Hghin. This is fpoken no, bv 
an ^minpt or a rt,yA.y»,m. or by fome other wife and learned n.a,, . but by , he 
iun„4lw,fj.n,r ,t fe fe . by the My Cl„llm Scripture , whereof no. onefen.cnc^ 
not onemlecanfallto.heground without effeft. What man.herfo.e," he^ 

whomthele threats w,l.,o..errifie,andfoplaineadecl.rationof,heeuijswh.'ch 
lurk .n rtches > Certainly if a I'hyfi.ian Ihould giue vs warning thatln^ich^d ft 
of meate were poyfon or that it were hurtful for vs , welhouU eafil. fo"bearei? 
hough .t were otherw.fe dayntic and delicious, and we would not fo Tnu h « 

touchitfor leareof ourliues, Andye..hePhyfi,ianisbutam,n, whoma de 
ceaue vsind be deceaued. Goddoth fo often, & fo affurcdly,andinfuch weioh" 
tictearmesforewarnevs.and.-,iue vs notice .hat Riches ate hurtful .nd 1, 
poyfon toourfoules; and what madnes is i. to hazard , not our tcmnnl.! h... 

eternal hfcande„erlaftingglorie.vponfobafeandfob.ickre,lSter 
vpon the d.ceof riches ' f., w/m, dJ„4U4,l,4m4nifh,f_4yn,, IhylltoM^J « , 

E 4 <^. r ct 
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6. Let vt now fpcakeof tlu! Ctoai^ffccrtce tftitt fteib; aad weikiinot iiced to- 
/peake much CO conttincc and condcmne it for wicked anddan^etoits,. Nature it 
fclf, and the li .;ht which is bred in eucry mans mind From his cradle, doth fuffi. 
cientlycondemnc it. For weflialncucr mcctc with a man that is fovtterJylliainc- 
Iclfe and impudent, and hath loll fo much ofthcfacecFa matt, but that he wil 
conceaie and diilembic, not only his a<^s , but his incHnations in this kind , and 
biu(h if atany time they fuddainly (hew themfelues. Whereby we may fee how 
vn worthy this kind of plcafure is, and how vnfuitabiciotheNoblencs of man« 
kind. And in very deed there is no oncihing w hie h makes vs more likt to bcafts 
or rathcrvery bcafts, then this one bcaftly vice. For it doth take from ys al real 
fon;ible difcourfe , by which alone we arc and flicw our fclucs to be men j it bar- 
re's al kindof Counccl, itdaflc's, anddull's ,and blind's the mind , anddiownc's 
our i:hoUi;hts in durt and filth. And there is not that good thin^ which this cor- 
ruption doth not chafe vitcrly out of our mind , nor any miichccfc, which ft 
doth not brin^^ into it. Wherefore S.Grr*. as he turncthal things to a moral fcn- 
fc,doth apply tothis vicc,that with which in the bookc ofliiii.;s the Prophet 
S.Grevrie ^^'^^Moth vpbraidking ^^j^, that his fword had mjJe mothers \vi.hour Children, 
f m r. .4. For by that kini^ who was very fat and j urrey,he vnderftandcth luxurie, the 
»»1'X-«M| Plcafure whereof if it befufFcted tobclikcafword vnflicaihcJ,it prcfcmly mur- 
ihercth al ^ood thoui',hts, al vcrtue, and al good deeds. And moieouer whcreai 

».R»'^M.i8 " **''^^*'^'^"^^'^'^^*'"<=^''"'^f»*h"'^<^ people of Ifraelwcicdeliuercd from the 
^ • hAnd of the Jtfttoytn , he doth interpret thefc Utftroyns to be the Yiolent motions 
i4l,. ji. II. ®f Con upifccnccjofwhichit isfaydbcfids in the bookc of lob;th4t it is 4 fire 
.. >nto perdiiton^ rtoun^ oHtJsitttUAUms. The deftroyer, fayth he , is thefpim of fotuicd^ 
» '»«»,/»y y^^tofttttcr $t doth eater vpon , it leanes him not oneiolt^tnfi of -periue. The- tender 
„ pUm tn^4rdeoi m ^Xfof^jd to be deftroyed; for,w';kb are the Gardens of the htuimly. 
,« nride-xr'fm^buf ihchArn of the SAmsJenadbyiharownew.uchfui CAve.dndfvt A 
.. w fhfl/(v:rs throu:h the fwctte odour of cUfliite i lor while thty interidyneno dnhorte^ 
„ motion, 1 he v?inreflTve of tbiir ihdinefAfl^es is 4U honour ynto them. There fore the >/r- 
„ c/w«f fpntts Are the deflroyers , becdttfe ,fti>ty chance to diceaue thuft htntfl hat ts, the harts 
,, deceantd let fc the tender ficWirs of ft threat a rcrrut. 

n. And in this manner to bcreauc a foule of al her honour & ornament is • 
not the folcmaymc and mis-fortune which dishoneflie bringeth , but as 1 favd . 
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before, It leadcihaftcr it al manner of vices, as fomanyfouldiars of the contra- 
rie panic into a Cittie furprifcd by the cnemie ; and thofc vices cfpcciaUy which 
gorit S,(jreiorie fomrrimescals the Armie, fomciimc the daughters ofiuxurie as 
'.•7 iKucrfromher, biitftil hani<ingathciclhowXuxufic;raythhe,hrccdtbli, 
' of hart, inconfiJcration , vnconftancic , headlong refohuions tnc 
' fdues, the hatred of God, aff'caion to this prcfcm' world, and a hoi 
' world to come, or defncration. 5. Brr«4r^alfo among the other Chariu« or Ki 
Vharao . purfuing the fcruants of God when thy fled from him , doth makcapli 
fant dcfaipiionoftheChariot ofluicurie,runninj! voon fom^ vlr^c «. L 



. being 
Uf ic/ayth he, hrccdiblindnes . 
louC'Of our 

„,^ii. ir '. ^ . ^ — ,— V4 « horrour ofthe 

world to come, or defncration. S. Bemard^lCo among the other Chariots of king 

.^' J'\« '♦■''■"^•"s of God when thy fled from him , doth makc.aplc;u - 
P"onoftheChariotofluicuric, running vponfomc vices , as vpon • 
S trrnsrj J^^urc whceles,io vvit, Hotous fccding , fofc and nicccloathing , exccileofcarc & 
r*r, f, ,;, ""P^anJfheftmkmghcaie of Concupifccncc: The Horfefarc two that draw 
"luu' ^:^°^Hcm'eoft is life andAbundanceofalthings.Onealfofitts vpon 
each horfc , to mi flothful hthcrne. , and blind fccuritie. Neitl^er of thefc h^e 
ar,y fi>urrcs, bccaufc in thz jolicic of this plcafure there muft be uoihing that may 

bring 



bring any difquicc , or vexation : but they hold a Canopcc in iheir h^^nds . i^ 
make shaddow vnto thcm,whichi. difnnmlation , and carelclFcncs of any future 
thing which they should prouide. For it is proper, fuytli hc,to an effeminate and .. 
nicedifpofition,to waiueeuen nccclTaiic care , and to liuc vndcr the couert of » 
diflimulaiion, that It may r.ot fcelc the fcalding hcatcof anxictic 

8 ThcrercmayncthlVidc of life among thethiec Euilsucueretofpeakc Ti,clnr. 
of} wirch vice how forcibly itdoth not only hinder , but oucrtluo^vtiic health m.. .luU 
of our (oules, that one faying of our SauiourClirift,vvhiduvc find in ^. lohn '^'"^^^'^ 
fpoken to the Iewcs,doth fufhcicntly dcnxonftratc ; Hoyv C4n you beleene . who l*'''^' '"^ 
ftcuHt^Urie from one Anotht,) Sogieatis thedarknes,andobfcuritieit biingcth i^TlT' 
vpon a foule, which It hath onccpod'ertid. S. Br/?/ calleth this dcfiie of cloiic, . ' .. 
the wlict-ftoneofwickcdnes;becaufeiiisnotonlyeuilinitfelf,but itwiicttcth '^" 
amanontoalotherenil.And S, Cf^-r^ fayth mare fully : Ambition is a fubtil 5 Ti.n,ri. 
ciul,ahiddenpoyfon afccret plague , icontiiuer of deceit, the mother of Hy- .>.'iL- Z'-^- 
pocrifie.the breeder ofenuie,the of^ringofal vice,thefewclofwickcdnes, the ?• *• 
ruit of vertuc. thcmoaih offanAitic.the blinder of mens harts, turning remedies " 
into difeafcs, and breeding fickncs bythehelps of phyfick. Manicihincs we " 
may reade in 5". C|',.^w> concerning this vice, or rather this forge of al vices, and 
eahly vndcrftand by what he fayth, that whofoeucr dial giue himfelf vnto it , cm 
haue no commerce with anie vertuc. And among othenhings he fayth in his 
Morals wondioiiswel: That other vices make warre vpon ihofc vcrtues only, 5 Cr., x^ 
by which themfdues are deftroyed, as Anger oppofeth itfelf againd Patience l^ !X 
tluttonieagainft Abftinence,LuIlagain(lContinencie. But Pi idc, which we ,. 
cal the roote of al vices, not fatisfyedwith thcdeaih of one vcrtue, bandeth it- c 
icU againftal the parts of the Soule, and, as a general and contagious difeafe, .- 
infeOcth the whole bodic. For as ifaTyrant fliouldfmprifc a cittie which he ,. 
liaihbc(ieged,fo when Pride doth brcake-in vnon the mind , the richer it finds .. 
aman,themorccruelitis againft him. Dutberfdes the robbing of a man, and .. 
the deprnimghimofalfpiritual ornaments , and the defacing and razinc of al 
vertuc to tne yerie ground -, it doth alfo bring with it al manner of eiiil and 
forruprron; which y G^orie alfo tcacheih in thcfe words : Pride is ihc roote s c„, u 
ofaleud andoht theholic Scripcuredoth teflifye faying : The bevnntr,t,cf al ni^uM 
firsnets Viidt 5 And the firft brood that is hatched out of this poy'foned root - 
arc fMuen principal vices, to wit, Vaine-glorie,Enuie,. Wrath, Sadncs Aua' .. 
i:ice,Gluttome, Luxurie. Wiicref«re by al this which hath been hithertoVayd 
we may difcoucr playnly the great miferie of this wicked and dcfperate world' 
and how wretched they are that line continually amidftfo manic eiiils, and feiui 
vnder fuch a yoake and fuch a Prince i the Prince of this world heiog n. 
u "• "?5^''r "r? '° *""' Sauiour's owne verdia , but he thac is Prince of helj and 
Ihc worlditfclfbeingalof itintcrlaced with fo manic aod fo ereai mifchicfs ami 
corruptions a$ wc hauc mcniioned. . * 
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Of flying the world by a Religms life, 

CHAP. VI r, 

Incc the eartlj aothilnis flow and oucrflow with fo manicdan. 
gcrous cuiJs, cuciiconcmay with great rcafon lament and cry 
witli a lowJ voice tohcaucn : Who wilgitt we wings li{e 4 </w 
*r>dl-w,\jljc,4ndut^tmyYtfl}VQx he that shaJ cuter truly into con! 
/idcrntion of fo gicat calamities , and fuch imminct hazards of his 
eternal wcU»ic,awntlie farmer Chapters I hauclayd open, cannot doubticlTc 
t hoofc but w.ni k.)m his vcric hart fpcedily to cfcape by Hight^and to placchim- 
felf asfarcc-ot horn them as podiMy he may -, for which flight, the win^s of 
no other bird arc vfcfu^buc ihe wnfgs of 4 dotte,wWicU is propcdy and naturally 
boil) Imv^Ic. and fcarclul. For in the warrc and conflid with Sinne. our ftrongcft 
defence is I care -, and the beft way to oucrcomc , is by Flight. Which he that i 

wished totthcfcw.ngs, doth giiicYstovndcrnand.u'hcnhcfaythrffc^wfrewm*/ 
tnyfetn4rre-,lhyjlj>.n^^,4ndremayned^nthecie(ert. This is that which Religious 
people do mollofal. For they remoucihcmfclucs farrcfromihe muhitudc and 
tlirongof people and temaync inthcdercrt.fcucrcdfromihceyesof men fcuc i 
rcilfi-omearthlicbufincdcs, feucredfromalnoyfc and worldlic trouble* The I 
neccfruic of which flight, and the exceflTiuc danger to which they expofc them- 
/dues who w.inot flyc, hath been, inmyopinionjiuelyexprcllcd in the fub- 
uctfi)noftho{chueLitties,ofvvhichwereadcinOwr/?,.whenonIyi:.//;andhis 
rmalhoufe-holdwerefaued. His twofonncs-in-Iaw, fcorning his counfdand 
adinon.t.on perished with the reft by fire. His wife went out with himj yet be- 
caufc she looked back , she was turned into a pillar of fair. For what doth that 
wicked place better hgtiifye then this prcfcnt world, burning with luftandviv 
temperate delires •, blind . and walking inmoft hideous darkncs, with dcferued 
pumfliment of enormous oftenccs hanging continually ouer it ? A wonderful 
great benefit therefore ins to them ( and doub^ 

toman.nthishk)towhomGodhatfuhcvvedhowtoflViom thewraV^^^^^^^^ 

to follow . and fcnt Im ho.e Angels from heauen tomoue vs to takethis fliih i 

oA.mestovrgeandco.npelvs.asthe^ 

time nut vpon thofe, who either contemne the fecret infpirations offiS 

the wife d,d. but through inconftanrie and ficklenes lookc back Mcfici 

affeaion te that which they haue forfaken,Goddath lay moft heauic Zifl^mc» 

2. But towliatplacemuft wcdireaourftiiiht> For t.tl, frinUt^i^uL 

tl.« lie miKlu , athci sl.cltcr l.i.nfclf in J«.r,wl>ich w« a citdc v. nn Ih." i . 
but when I.C r.w ,l,c f«rful flames rlging on cu ric fi Jc then ofT. '"''J 

walk 



walk the eafic and fpacious wayes of this world.then venter vpon this, whichhi 
their conceit is Co hard and narrow; yet if they once bee in to difcoucr in a clearer 
light,& behold wich open eyes the fowlenes of finne", thclicklcncs andmifcricof 
, this poaftingworId,&thceuerlafting flames & tormcts,which arc without mea- 
I fure:prcfentlylhcycaftafide aldclayes,& make hafte away to higher places, and 
I nothing comes in their way fo hard , which they do not willingly embrace to at- 
I tainc CO eternal Happines,and cfcape the euils which hauc no end. 

5. And wheias inal combatsor encounters of man with man,it is cuer held 
, abafc and shameful thingtoflyibecaufc he that shrinkethfrom hisaduerfaiic&r 
bctakcthhimrelf to his hceles, doth acknowledge himfclfio be thcwcakcr , and 
giues himfclf for vanquished, which among men is euer accounted ai;rcat dif- 
grace.Inthcconfli<fl,whichwehaaewith Vice.itisquiiccontrarie.Fortofly is To flv<-,is 
to oucrcomc ; not only becaufe we put ourfelucs in fafeiic by kcepint^ aloof '« "^'='' 
from the Encmie , but becaufe we difcomfit and oucrthrow him by oiir vcric '"'"''• 
flight.For euerie rice Iwh feme fubicd, which is as the bay te or fc wcl of it; w hit h 
baytehcthat doth efchew,muft needs vanquish his cnemies.For he doth not only 
treade vndcr foot the thing itfelf, which he doth contemne , but goctli away wiih a 
farrc greater vidtorie ouer himfelf and his owne crooked inclinatio, and is Co fane 
from shewing anie bafenes or cowardife in this manner of flighr,or any one jot of 
fearc, or want of courage,as that rather he giues cuidcnt.teftimonie of his refo- 
lution and ftoutncs, becaufe it is a work of great courage and ftrencth to fly ; as 5" 5 '^"'^ ""* 
^mbrofe vvitnelfeih faying : Let vs not be ashamed to fly j for it is a glorioui . ^'^"'' ^' 
flight, to fly from the face of finne. And as forthedangers which concerneour . 
boclie and life, in euerie man's iudgemcnt it is wi(dome to pcouidc betimes for our 
ovvncfafetie and to fore-think the dangers which may happen, and deliuer our- 
felucs from al peril bcfore-hand.if we can. Why iherfore should we not ihink& 
<loihc (elf-lamc thing in the hazards whiciv touch vpon our foulcs, 'and doit fo 
much the more cfr€*rtually,in regard that the calamities, which i hey threaten, arc 
not only farrc greater,but eternal ? For certainly the man were both mad & blind 
andaftrangcrtohisowucnature. and thcftaieof things that should hopeneuci 
.tobeouercome mfomany battails,and neuertobchurtamidft fo manic fnarcs 
a«dgimies; 4yf4m4nw^Hldh,defimn bis bofomt (asi|KHolic.Ghoftfpcakcth in Py.h c, ■ 
the Prouerbs) and not haue his garments fet on fire j or walke vpon the coales 
and that the foalesofhis feet sl.ould not be burned. Andto thispurpofc S Grtl 
icrie NyJftH biingcth a fit fimilitude in his Trcatife of Virginitie Asafwift ri- <; r - 
ucr,thatisfubieatofwcl beyond the bancks,doth annty thofe that dwel neare NiT.? 
It, but reacheih not them that dwelfarrc-of j So the world , and a fccular life ^»r,.,n,, 
tumbles tliem downc that are in the fticame, and hauc voluntarily caft themfeluei 
intothctroubicsthcrof; but thofethat haue withdrawncthemfelucsfromitre- 
mamequietandfccureasdwelhngfarre within thcland, Whcrtfore fayihhc 
though there be a great niiber of euils in iliis lifc,heapcd one vpon an other thcri^ 
isbutoncineanestofrecourfelue$fi:omthcm;towit , vtterly to abandon it. Por 
neither he that shal d wcl in Sodomc.can efcapc the showers offire ; nor free him- 
ielthomthcfcruitudeofiCgypt, whofoeuerv^iInot forfakcyfi.ypt , and narrc 
ouer . not that Red Sea but this fca , tKa: is fo black and truly filled with 
<IaiJCnes.6. W/frof»ralfo doth exhort vs not only to fly , but to fly naked. For if S ///ir.»«. 
*ve J^ccp poUeflioa cf anic thing pcrtayning to this world, wc do not fly ^f- ^^• 
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Cue vvoilil.biu shittinj from place toplacc,wccarric the world with vs whi« 
•> ihcrfocucr act^oc: io/«/»/^,fa)tli he, but that he left liisgarmcnr, could not haue 
.. cfcapcdthciiigypiianLadic.Thcyong-man»thatfolIowcdlESvs,coucrcdwitht 
M Syiidoii.bccaufc thcminillcrs byd hids on hiin,caft away that carchlitccuerinp, 
.« andflcd naked, t lias being takca-vp into heaucn in a firic Chariot, left his weed 
•. vpon earth.Thc VVifdlman that cui:v was dythiUe that mcht/b ptich.ilMlOt: dtfUtd 

UA.iyt. 6»if.S(jlong as we handle recularaftayicsjandourfoule is intanglcdin tdmini- 
" Itrationofrcuennucs andpollcflions, wccannot think vpon God freely. And S, 

b^mbfft. ^w6r«/rvvritawholcBookofthisvcricrubicajntitiingJr,0///;*)//^/./*/r;;Mrflr/</j 
wherin among manic other ihinj;$ hcdcclarcilijiowin the Old Law we are iii^ 

/•.«!. ij». ^^ ftructcd to flyc.by the (IxCitiicso'tdayncd for refuge &SanauarieiwhichCittic$ 
" wei;ercated iuthepor:ionyftlicLcuits,becaufcthc Leuits,faythhc,arethorcthai 
'' Hy honi this world,to the end they may plcafc God. They forfakc their countrie» 
'' their parents, tlicii children , and their kindred , to deauc to God alone j Whcic* 
'' tore he that luth God for his portion, muft not buflchis thoughts with anie thin* 
" but Gi)d i to the end he be not hindrcd by other ncceflarie functions. For what 
• wc fpcnd vpon oti.er thijiqs , we take from the fcruicc of RcIigion,and thcofficc 
' oULcuit. I'oithis is the riight which is indeed required cfaPricft, that he for- 
\ lake hisdomcllicals,and bccomcaarangertohiidcarcft-bcloucd, that he that is 

V r>*.MM ^'^■'•'■°"'^I^^«^'^'J<^GodJcnyhimrelftoihofcthingswhicharc iiisowne. S.Cyp,un 

I'/.ff II.* "^o"cot'»sEj)imcs doth alfoaJuifcvs: That wcgiuc not occa(ion to the Diud 
to workc vs niilchicf , for he lyes in way tc, and is giccdic to cxcrcifc Ims crudtic 
,, againft vs. the Aponic faying: Omen^t pUce to the Ihueh Our Ihiptherfore muft 
^bccarctully gu.Med out of places of danger, that it be not fpht vpon thcrocks and 
„ s.icUcs; we muft fpcedily withdraw this earihiebundJcoutot the fire, that it be 
not burnt m the iUmcs which bend towards it. He that borders vpon dancr can- 
not be long f.fc. And in another place he fayih.-Thc confidence, which feiteth our 
lie vpon the pomtofdanger,ismoftvnfortunatc;and the hope deceitful, which 
- lookcth toe faluation amidft the alluremcts oflinne j when wc fight in the thronff 
» oi our ene.tucs.our vi^orie is vncertain ; & it is not polCble to e(?apc from bdns 
*> corchcd.whcn wc arc hemmcd-in with flames of fii c. It may wcl be feared thac 
.. he that fleepct h on the bank- fide , wil fal into the riucr ; and it is better in this cafe 
" ^' '^'2 '" , f "-y^ 'i'?." '^.^' ouer-boldly cofident ; & more profitable for a man 
.. o acknowledge h.mfdf to be infirmc , then by defiring to make a shew of his 
" AiT »toproue h.mfdf but weake, which kindotprcfumptious people the 

» '«l^cvvareth not ihcthmgs which aiccontraricvntohim, but mcdieth witU 
• thofe that are hurtful. And on the othe. fide, he that is alwayes iealous of thofe 
« .W r\ u 1 r'r""* ^'^y<L°f«""'c thing that hath buttlie apparcnccofnaugh. 
»imei;,takeththcfafcrcourfcforhimfdf.Thusfarrc^.CprM/; "^ ' 

AufhoUtleof'XV''r^""r''"^ 
nece^^^^^^^ 

jrriiA WNovy.t rcmawieth further,thatweconfider,t^ 
fly.tlutwcmaybc fate. towit,tothcMoumaine,anvefaydbcfJe; that is.t^^^ 
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nftkiwi fldtf, which wc majr truly ca! t Mtuntdiru ; bccaufc it is high in ocrfeA ' " 

flnjTabouc the earth, and il carthlicthings.lt is alfo hard to climbe butvetn)^.".' ?/^'«'°'^ 

tolKaucn.VponthisAI,ii./.,«Mhati, ina^^^^^^^ 

which arc To manic, haucno place at al ; both bcc^fufcit is feuered from f^cu r ^'o^ tl'c 

8ffayrc$;and much more bccaufc it 1$ compofcd of things quite contrarie to th. '"'^^''^^'^^ 

worldi& of moll wholefomcprefcruaiiucs of health and faluation Which ;'"''' '"'^ 

B,j;-i^«/«rHotheKCcllentlyfct.forthinhisApol^^^^ 

alfinncsbrcdby mordin.te conuerfion to one of thefe three per.shable good ' ^^.n. 

RKhes, Honour , atjd bodihe Plcafure; & confequentiy that the whole a^con : T" 

phshmentof our faluation doth confift in that wc auoydc ortcnd/nj; in any V"^^*>'" 

thmg concerning thefe three i which may bcdonetwo wave< • Kir/^ .no/* 1 'r^"-'" 

Honed by any of tl.cfeti,rcc tiling,. A fccond way is by pulJi„.-v,> by ,l,c v"v 
roo£cal,nanncroccahonoffaUin4;,.oflcin„gthcvcrtucs afoicfayd. V« in^^^^^ 
o,.ly . bu> m l,.bu and m a conftant f, rme of our « l.ole life , a flung do«,lc, k 
farre morchime & durable , Mn it fcif ,„ore excellent. And to this end ZTcZ 
.lueeEua„gclicalCounfelspublisl,edvponeartlU,your Utd a. Sau^^^^^^^ 
a.^auiftthcdefircoflWhes heon-ofed the profcnion of ?,«„„,, by wl !.„. 
tTcl7tV^r'"^°" of al external .i,inj;,. Againft themotio.sffi ,° 
perfvvaJed C/^/.^.to cut-of tl.c vfe of tl.at poacr.vvl.ich is giucn forgencratmr^ 
And finally to roote out I ride and Ambition, he propofelv-.to vs^th" pe fcS 
abnegat-oji of our wil, which is 0W,«„. What 'theffore could be be^vcj 
vpon nunkM.d more eftcaual for faluation > For this i, that prudent Counfe & 
Dmme ord.nat.on, winch S.Cr%«,„ noted . that as in theVt of Phyfickh^ , , 
difeafesareeured w.tl.coldmedecines. and cold artcdtions with re.ned^rtha « "V"'- 
aiehoti fo cucSauiour Cluift hath applied to ourfinnes remediirof coJr, ?^ tZJ'" 
opet^tion. ^. B./W alfo doth handle thirlrgument very foLl^;^^^^^^^^^ 
andfayth.that .tis neeellarie ( for that is thetearme he vfctVl th fvhofoeuc' ^ '-'"'" 
defire,htol|«vertuouny forfaketheworldandleadealifefeJeieX^^^^^^^^ 
(.ndbnngeth to h.s purpofc that faying of the Wife-man : rZ'IfZj,"! " '' 

W|«</i.«ft.<»j,/,«/,iandthatoftheptoplieiiF/-«:O.Lrr.«,i,m^l^fl,f/Z • u. 
Wi,/-,,.„„rf/„„„,„ .„0 i„es this'reaL. bi/aufei. isnTpoffi ff fe. '''■' ""' 

^.r r'""'*~"'?^"'^^?""""''"""""y''"»(!».'vhicL7ouokers ^' 
hnne , and enter mtoa kmd of famiiiatitie with it euell vnawares and c«r^ " 
away„,.n.epeft,le„timagin,,ions and .handful impreffion. in o, r'.n"nd And ' 
amongotherthingshefayththus: Itis,,ofnulmatter.,h.t,m,„.wI c3,e^^^^^^ 
fuchamult.tudeofthofetl.atoffendGod.cannotcom;toknowhrowne«„"e 

ndbepenuentforthemasheought, butrather co„,p,.i„g himfc f\vi"h Xl " 
.lut „c worfe thenlumfelf . he peafeth himfelf. thinkh-R IWn.fclf « ,uou" " 
and h,s m.nd being w.thdrawne from God by the diuer.aie of bnline ^s and " 

urmoileswhichafecuIatlifedcthfuroish.heaothnotonlyfufferlS«anfe'' 
to a lultome of forgetting and vitc.ly contemning his iudcemtms- tlienwhl/h 

ovrfhrSet1:"'ff'-'"^^^^ 
"ownc tmecilegieej.bjr which wcamue toSaluaiion, and Perfcflion : The '"" • 
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cue worU.but sUiUinj from place toplace, wc carric the world with v$ whU 
•> ilictfocucr \vci;oc: /of«p/;,fa)cli he, but that he left hisgarmcnt, could not haut 
.. crcapcdthCi€gyptianLadic.Thcyong-matvhatfoIlowcdlEsvs,coucredwithi 
M Syndoii.bccaufcthcmlniUcrs byd hids on him,caft away that carthliecoucrinf», 1 
., and fled naked. lilias being takcn-vp into heaucn in a firie Chariot, left his weed J 
.» vpon carth.TIjc VVifdlman tliat cuqv was Caythille that mc/mbpiich^i/MlOtititfiltd M 
rt..'.ij.i. 6ti/. Salong a? wc handlcfccularaftaytcSjandour foule is intangledintJmini. 
" rtrationoficucnnucs and polU-flions, we cannot think vpon God freely. And i>. 
^tylm'^r*fe. ^/7i/>r«/e wtjt a wholc Bookofthis vcricfubica,intitIingir,0/'//;f///g/,u///;e>r<>r/i^ 
uherin among manic other ihinn^s hcdcclarcth,hovvin theOldLaw weareiii! 
i.'ttn. ,p. ^^ ftiuacdtoflyc.bythcdxCitiiesotdayncdforrefiigc&SanduariciwhichCittics 
'• ivcrcrcated iii the portion of the Lcuitsjbecaufcthc Lcuits,raythhe,arcthofcihat 
'' fly Ironi this world,to the end tliey may plcafe God. They fotfakc their counr.ie, 
" their parents, ihcii children, and their ixindred , tocIcauetoGodalonciWlicle* 
,. f "^^ ^H^ ''^*' ''*^" ^^"^ ^orhh portion, miift not bufic his thoughts with anie thin » 
" but God } to the end he be not hindrcd by other nccelTariefundions. For wlut 
wc fpcnd vponoti.er things , we take from the fcruicc of Rcli;^ion,and thcofficc 
' oULcuit. Forthisisthcrtightwiiichisindccd required (faPricft, that he for- 
iakc hisdomcllicals, and bccomcaaranctcrtohi»dcarcft-bcloued, ihit he that ii 
^f);.un ''^''''■""^7^^'"^<^"J^^'">''»»"»^cl^"totlHifcthingswhicharchisowne. S.ry/.,wrt 
ii.'P 1 1. '" ""*^ °^ "'^ n piftlcs doth alfo aduifc vs : Tljat wc giuc not occalion to the Diud 
rp!>.^ i^. *°^vo»^«^cvs niifchicf^farlic lyes in waytc, andisgiccdic tocxcrcifclws crucltic 
',. againltysi the Apoltic faying: Ointntt jjUcc t9 fhe DmI. Our Ihipthcrfoie muft 
,^becarctuIlyguidedout of places ofdanger, that it be notfpHtViJOnt.icrocks and 
„ slicUcs; wemuftfpcedily withdraw thisearthicbundlcoutolthefirc, ihat it be 
,. not burnt in the flames which bend towards it. He that borders vpon dagcr can- 
rfJr/r.sHi. "°'"<^''^"S'-^<^. And inanotherplacchcfaythrThcconfidence.whichfcitethour 
4.V,. lie vpon the pomt of danger,is moft vnfortunatc ; and rhe hope deceitful, which 

>' lookcth tor faluaiion amid/l the alluremcts ofh'nnc i when wc fight in the throne 
.. ot our encmics,our viaorie is vncertain ; & it is not poffible to cicape from being 
>' corched wiicn wc arc hemmcd-in with flames of fire. It may wcl be feared that 
.. he that neepct h on the bank- fide ,wil fal into thcriucr ; and it is better in this cafe 
^. n ifcly to be atrayd then to be ouer-boldly cofident ; & more profitable for a man 
' ftr^nar'" '^' 'umfclf to beinfirme , then by defirin^ to make a shew of hi, 
' Ano& r'TV'-"^''^^ wcakcwkich kindottuefumptious people the 

; v/r^«c,,/.W^//. rorcertainlyhcfcduccthhi 

''« bcwareth not ihethings which arecontraricvntohim, but mcdlcth with 
' ! ™VW 'r^"} ^^^ -^'--'r ^•J'^.i- ^hat is ahva es iealous of thofe 
that are wicked and shycofeuer.c thing that hath butthc anpacnccofnauch. 
- iines,takcth the fafer courfe for himfclf. Tims farrc S, Cypriar, ^ 

neceZ^^^ 

0^ |.»7. aS rl^I^ Now'ir l.^;'^"^"^''/'^' Scripturefpeaketh;/f.//M,/c«.i;^.«^,r, ,U 
fl?;i.lr Vr'''''""'' f««'ther,thatweconfidcr,cowhatplaccwearcta 

fly,tlutwemaybcrateitowK,tothcMoumai«c,aswefaydbcfJe;tlmy.toa 
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^fl'tfim fidte, which wc majr truly cal a Mmnmint ; bccaufc it is high in oerf^A^ 

flndabouc the earth, and alcarchlic things. Ic is alfo hard to ciimbe butvct n^Il' f/''«'°'» 

toheaucn.VponthisM,..r4mMhatisJna^^^^^^^ 

whtch are fo manic, haucno place at al j both bccaufc it is feuered from S ^-- t'- 

afl^ayrcsjand much niorc bccaufc it iscompofedof things quite contrarie to the ""^'^'''^' 

world i& of moft wholcfomcprcferuaiiucs of health and faluation Which ! • '"V* '"" 

B.«4<^«/-r. doth exccllcmly fet.forth in his Apologic for the J>^^ 

olfinncs brcdby mordinate conuerfionco one of thefc three perishable good ' ^. il.n. 

Rjches, Honour , atid bodihe Pleafurc; & confequently that the whole LoZ '''' 

nhshmentof our faluat.on doth confift nx that wc aioydc otfendinc: in ar^v V"^^"^^^ 

thing conccrnmg thefc three i which may bcdonctwo waves • K;r/^ ;n=.^ i 'i '""-'' 

iioncdbyanyof tlufccl.rccthing,. A fccond way is by pullin-v,, bv cL v„J 

«.Iy . but m habK, and ,„ . conna.u f, .me of our « bole life i a .hi ,. domic ! 
farrcmorehcnc & durable, & in itfclf ,„ore excclienc. And to .hiscnd we" . Ic 
tluee Euangclical Counfds publislicd vpon earth , by out Lord and Sauioni 1 
a.aiufttludcfircof Riches \k oppofed'thc ,rofcffi!.„ of J.!!':: b~ 
gcue away the poflcffion of aleae.nal .hin;;s. Againft the motions of Lufth= 
petfwaJed Cb4„„,to cut-of the vfc of that po. cr.which is ^iue , f" Rencr" t,„„ 
And finally ,o roote out Pride and Ambition, he propofej'vnto vs".!," p fcft 
abnegation of our wil . which is Ob,i„n„, What therfore could be bc£ej 
vpon nunkind more crtca„al for faluation ? For this is that prudent Counfc & 
Omme ord.nat.on. wluch S. Orr^cri* noted , that as in theart of Phyfickl * c 
difeafesarccured w.thcoldmedccines. and cold affections with remXs ,ha u ''"^"''■ 

opci at.on. S. B.l,l alfo doth handle this argument very folidly.prouinff it at hm, 

and fayth, that K is necc.Iirie ( for that isd.e tearn.c'hc vfcth'^^^°h t whofoeuei" ^ ''^' '" 

i.ndbr.ng«h to his p.irpofe that faying of the Wifc-man : D, n.,4fZj,": '' 

Mdttffnmtt ihyfnlt; and that of the propliet tfn : ii, ,„, r„„ ,b,m,Jn.eT. -*■ 
--Ji.Aj.rW/„„,W,.„Ogi„es.hisLL.blc'aufeiti;;^^^^^^ 

he world wr muft continually heare and fee many things. whicK nrouoke v o " 
hnne . and enter into a kind of faniiliaritie with i, cuc« Unawares and carr e ' ' 
awaymaniepeftilemimaginations and shameful impieflion, in o. r'inind And " 
amongo,herth.„gshefayththus:ltisnori.,,lmattcr,th..,„,ai,.we,^t^^^^^ 
fuch a multitude of thofe that oflend God.eannot come to know his own" (inne 

nd bepenitentforthcmasheoughti butra.her coiupa.ing himfdf wi"| Z ] " 
that ate worfe then himfelf . he p cafclh himfelf . ,'hinkin„ hin.fclfver.uous " 
and hismmd being withdrawnc trom God by thcdiuerfiiie of bufii fcs and " 

urmoiles whichafecul«lifcdothfurDish.hcLh,«>,onlyfuffetlShcL f. '' 
to a lullome of forgetting and vitctly contemning his iudccmcnts- tlien.vhi.h 

w hr«dU:e\';'^™'f ^^^ 

uowiic ttiice degrees , bjr which wc attiuc coSaJuation , and rerfcJlion : The "-'■'•■ 
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firrt is to abandon the world ; tht fccoad , tb ioyne onrfcluei in companic with 
fomc that arc of the fame mind and purpofc \ the third , to put ourfclues in obf- 
diencc vndci a Siipcriour, by whome wr may begoucrncd and directed. Which 
degrees he m/kcth to hane relation to thi'ecdaycs of Vcitue,asiiccallcth ihcinj 
to wit , of Prudence , of Fortitude , and of Temperance. 

5. It is a hazardous thing, /i^ifr /^»for a man to go about todo pcnnance amidft 

^ thcturmoilcsofthe world; where doubtlesfome by their poyfoncdperfwafions, 

^ fome by their wickeder cxamplcoiicucrie fide alhirc vs to (inne, others by flat- 

, tcric mouc vs to vaync-gloriCjOthcrs by dctradion caft vs back into in)paticncf. 

,^ The li^ht of Prudence therefore mult neceflarily go before , and shew how 

, manic, and howprcflingoccafions and opportunities ofHnne the World dotli 

^ vrgevponvs, cfpccially in thcfe wicked times; and how weak the foulc of man 

^ is to rcfiftihcm; chiefly when it hath bcennoullcdin the cuftbmc of finning. In 

^ this day therefore of Prudence, let him make choice to fly fro this prefcnt wicked 

World/ayingwiih ihcProphct : HMwe /;4rf(/</ifCfl«^^rf^4r/o//tf/'r/;f»ij//^o4nf,<«^w/i 

nttfiyvnb tk wkl^td. But tliis is not fufticicnt , for perhaps hccrvpon he wil make 

\ choice of a folitarie life , not weighing througlily his ownc weakenes , and 

, the danger of combating with the Diucl ; and therefore he muft neccllarily 

,, take with him the day of Fortitude , that he may vnierftand , that his ftrength 

TftL sS.:o: " '" ^^ ^'Pt ^"'^ "Wf ^^^'^ » ^"^ Tcckc to place himfelf with an Armieof manic 

•> fighting togcather. And when hehathchofentobein companieofothersishalhc 

„ choofc tobcMaiftcr, before hi hauc been a ScKoller , and teach that which he 

9> ncucr learned? Let the day therefore of Temperance shine vpon him , feeking 

,. to alay and bridle the loofc motions of voluptuoufnes , the beaftlie motions 

» ofcuriofitic, the head-ftrong motions of pride and haughiines; let him choofc 

^/•«/.3j.ir. to be abie(5t in the houfe of God , vndera Maiflcr , by whom his wil may bo 

' broken , and his inordinate dcfircs tamed by the curbc of Obedience. Thus 

farre S. Bf rfl4r</. Wherefore certainly a Religious ftatc can ncucr be fufficient- 

Jy loued or pray fed, in regard it bringeth vs out of the dangerous feas of this 

M'Orld, to a quiet hauen , and difarmcth the Diucl of the three weapons, with 

whiclj he afl'auUcth euetie bodie. Itcntrencheth vs within a triple defence and 

rampire , and blocketh-vp al the waycs, wherby the Enemic may hauc anic 

hope of paflai^c For in what thing can this ouiragious Lienor Dragon hurt a 

Religious foule? He cannot hookehimin with dcfircof gold& filuer, or lands i 

& portclFions i nor catch himbyvnlawfulbargains, norput him vpon anic other 

kind ofvniuft dealing; bccaufc he hath foifakenal his ownc , that he might not 

couct that which belongcih to an other. He cannot mouc him by beautic to in- 

tempcrancie, becaufe his mind is bound from it by the bonds ot his Vow ; and 

his eyes (which are the conduits of luft) and his whole body isfcnced by the verie 

walles within which he liucth. Neither is there anic danger, that through ambi- 

tiou he wil flatter, or lye, or enuie, and vndcrmiac others for preferment fake, 

becaufe he hath cut from himfclfalthcfc things^ and is fofarrc from defiling to 

bcabouc, that hii whole contentment is placed in being voder others. 

^. This State therefore is cueric way faft , ftrongly fenced and impreg- 
nablc . and guarded from the enemic on euery fide , and confcquently there 
can be no doubt made , but as ( al things confidcrcd > the bed meanes to 
uttainc to Saluation ii to forf^kc the world , fo the world cannot be more 

<irt<aually 
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cffcauallyand pcrfcaiy forfakcn,thcn by bctwkiftg ourfclues to RcliRiouslu- 
cloiurc ; which whofocijer shal vndciiland and fink into, what bands or chay nes 
wil be able to with-hold him from taking his flight into this Caftlc cf Saluation 
into this Fortification of Angcb , into this Hcaucn vpon earth ? For if a iraucllcr 
should be certainly told, that there were a wood peftered with thceucs Jyinc 
vpon his way, he would do his beft endeauour nottopa(rcthatway,& bcciai 
to choofc anic other though it were farther about , and more troubieromci 
Now fince we know or certain . that this world is fo ful of Diuels, and of thtir 
fnaies and ambushes; how is it pofilble there should be found a Soulc , who had 
rather runne the iiazard of eternal perdition amidft al thcfcireachcries & deceits 
Chen walketic way ofaReligious life? fpecially feing a Religious iifcis not fo 
fulofdiflicuhics.butmuchmorcplcafamandcafie. ^ ^ 

Of the benefit of a Religious hfe, in regard itjiripfeth rvs 
of d things created^ 

CHAP, VIII, 

■ "^ll^^^.^^'^J^^of^moditic of a Religious State doth not shew 

itlclt only in keeping vs from finne, & fro things conncxcd with 

. finne, as from fcraping- vp worldlie wealth, fro places of honour, 

- and preferment, and fuch like, but in debarring vs of alihincs 

created, euenofthcfc which may peihaps be had without finne. 

v,1nr .n^nrrf.c,- 'p ,"'^' " tlic greater . in regard it is a thing of fo higli 

value and perfechon. For by it we shaice-of al impediments . and become more 

nimble& a^iue to performe ahatfocuer fpiritual worke.TheApoil cdecirrerK 
It by the exaple of thofe that runnea race.For if we c6fidcr wicii ourfclues Sc 
ofmanfrothcbegmning totheend.itisacontinualraceandcourfctolifecuer- '•^'^'^ »♦• 
Ming, and theetcrnal rewards which arc prepared for vs. ThisisthconlicEnd 
forwluchwcvyciecreatcd; to thisEnd alou/aaions,alourendeauours alouJ ' 
abours muft bcdircaed; andhethat atlaft arriuethnot hither, hath ncZd 
^iiMe/«i.4,«iibecaufchefaylechof thccnd, for which he did receaue it a, d 
do.h on thcother fide fal into euerlafting and infinit nufchief. Wherfo eif wc 
W.1 be wife and loue ourfclues truly , our chiefeft or rather ouronl^car and 
thought muft be, to fecke al pofiib c meanes to runne this race mo n mbJy 
and with more fpeed and alacticie which meanes the Apoftle hath not concealed; 
forhefayth:£«mj,«,i;..,c.„Wr/Vc./^.m.;/?r^^^ 

H fayih : frW //,^^., not from fome only ; becaufe it would Ii tie auayle a man 
10 hghten himfclf of a weight of gold ,& take the fame weight in filuc/o^^^^^^^ 
other thing ; for in regard of hindring bis comfe. it were al onc^^^^^^^^^ 
P lymg thispairagcof the Apoftle to a fpUitual contention ani m,XH 

nnc in rr'"^^"^?^"?^^?? *' thing, were fo feuerc among thVfcTic "id 
wiiu meat and drink, bmvicd no other diet but fuch as was Drefcrih-il ,hi« :.! ^^ «»'«"^ 
tlutart,and didfor .hat timel^y afidcthccarcof aloXS^^^^ 
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farrc from vfingtheadof marrUgie , thac they bad a fasiiioji to wrap aboat thcie 
c:.jn. li'j. loyncsplaics of lead, to drycvpthofciuftful humours-, which Cii/?j4«alJcadrcih 
r <.7. asan inciieinetUioChanitic. Andthcfcmcn, as^.1^4N/rayth,dld tU'is , tUi ibey 
i.ttr. 9.'-;. „$,(i^hi receAMt dc»rrupttbltcr»wne, Much more ought wc to abilaync From al things 
or rather voluniarily caflthcm away, that wewiyrtCfdueM Cnwnt incorrupt t(,ln 
and not be clogd and held back in Co ncced'acic aiid Co noble a courfe, 
}j m ryin 2. ^.Grf'or/irpcakcihiothcfamcctFcft Inoiic of his Homilics, andfayth:Tliat 
ti*anj^. ^ j^^^^ jj^ jjjjj ^(,,y J5 perpetually wraftiing \viih the Diucl, whofeflrcn^th U 
,^ incomparable; and that thcfeearthlic things atelikcche clothes which are about 
_ vs; and certainly ifonewraftlc in his clothes he shalbcfoonercaft, bccaufc lie 
^ hath romcthingwherofhisaducrfarre may catch hold; one hath a wife, another 
.^ hath children, an other l^.ath goods and polTcflions. Wherefore vvhofceucrco* '^ 
,^ mcs-intowraftlc (as certainly al muftwralUc, andnomaficanauoydit) if he ^ 
^^ wilnotbeihrowncby thcDiuelJicmud lay afideal his apparicl,and enter naked 
Ir/.w. 11. hito the lifts. And in another place he compaicihthis our hfe amidft fo manic . 
*nar.t.'r!$, Aiggcftionsof the Diucl, and lomanie waucs of temptation, to a ship tolled « 
with tcmpcft. For at fuch a time eueiic bodie doth willingly call al things oucr- i 
»' board to faucthcship from dan;,cr ; when ihcbillowcs fwclfo high , that they I 
»' hang like hils oucr their heads, and threaten prefcnt death, thofe that arc iiuhc 
'» ship haue no thought of temporal goods; carnal delight comes not then in their m 
>» minil ; then they calhhofe things out of the ship, for which before they went oa ^ 
•> ship-board ; and fet al things at naught through the de/ire of liuing. He therefore i 
>' isfaydtofcarcCod as the waues which hangfwclling ouerhis head , who de- 
»' fpifethalthings which here he canieth in polfcflio through the dcfirc of true Jiff, 
» For when wc caft away thefeearihliedcfires from our mind which they opprcfle, 
>' we do as it were vnloadc our ship oueriakcn with tcmpcft, and the ship thus 
V eafed wil come to hauen , which the burthen would hauc funck: becaufethc 
.. cares, which in this life dohangvponourfoulc , doedriucit downetothe bot- 1 
>. romc.f. /?4///al fo vfcth the fame Similitude of thofe thatfayl€atfea,& addcih that 
S.UjIlhitm. we haue much more reafon then they.to doe as they doe. For they that fay lethcff 1 
« «on 4j/,. material fcas , leefe al that they caft ouer-board , and mufl be faync to Hue eucr 
after in want and mifcriei But wc, the more wcdifburden ourfelues ofihis hca- 
iiie lading, becomethcrichcr, and haue greater plemicoffolidwealth; to wit, , 
oflufticeandSanaitic, which are riches of an othernaturc, and arc not fubicA | 
t.^ the mercie of the waucs , or ship-wrack. Wherefore when wc forfakc thcfc 
earthlic things, they do not perish to them thatforfake them, but as it were la. 
dcd out of a weaker vellcl into a ft rongcr and fafct bottome , ihcy arc put in grca* 
icr fafciie ,and doe furge ac a fecurcr port. 
n.ihyfop, ?. ^. Chryfoflomt doiU to this purpofcdifcourfccjrcellently wcJ vpon thatfcn- 
YUm. , i . J lencc ot the Wife-man : M^fiuVfUd^e th4t fbou T94ll(ffi in the midfi •[ jnMrti ; and 
pondercth , that not withoutgrcat rcafon man is bid in this place to i^(hri9Witd(t, 
rather then to fee , becaufc thefc fnares cannot be feen with our corporal eyes 
but muft bcvnderftood anddifcoucrcd by the light of our mind, in regard they 
arehidden, and (ashefjieaketh) oucr-shaddowcd with the baytc of lucre, or 
plcjifuro , or other commodities; and that there is a myftericalfo in faying (w tk 
tntm i>ffn4m ) bccaufc ihefe gulfs and dangers doc lye on euerie Ciit of V4. A man 
walkcih, /i;//, Im , into tlic market-place, and f«ctJi Jiis cnemie ; the veric fkght of 

him 
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him puts him into a rage. Mcfpycs his friend aduanccd , and it fniics hi n 
\U fcts his eye vpoii apoorc (n.ikc , and he contcnincs hin). \U beholds a 
rich man, and cniiich him.Mcincctcth with romc-bo'dic that hath doncliini ' 
adifplcafurc , and he ftormc? at h\m. lie fccth a beautiful woman, and is ' 
catch;d hyh:r. The witci-j of.ifiics alnarctothcm that fortfcc it not; ofti- ' 
i nKs our children, fricn U and nci-idiours. VViiich , when S, Chn/oHmc had 
I fyoki n co.Rci niii ; the nidlcittidc of thcfc hidden fnares , he <• iiicth vs a very 
h.eiiinentadudo 10 aiioyd them, by cxainide of the birds. For'as birds ud. Ic 
itlJcy i\y ab-fr, caiinotbetal.cn but when tliey ftoop towards thc-round 
i they a-ccalilv catclicd in the r)w!a- s net ; fo the f )ulcof man is fafc enoiirh 
[ from al deceits oi tlic Diucl , if ii foai eah.fc in hi.-h and cclcllial thin-s alul 
Kccpcnfcll there vp^nthcwing; but ifit ftoop^dounc to infctiouiobiWts 
i|li!I.:hin:o h,. (naics. And i.c;,. r,f ^^/^,/ .Kth declare th:-, vnto vi by f 
<.:ucrs cxriiJcs dia.\nc hotn that uhiih ha. nctii dayly amoni^ mc. ' 
•or aj v.c cannot (/.,v' h. ) follow fv ^ fcioal era !cs of life at once as 
hulorKliic-anl rc.i-h;i:n_' , or cack ifl' ti.c!i.iMdi( raft (.f a blacV-fnith and a 
en- cnurnt one a!)d i!-.c lame lin..^ but it a boJic handle .>ne , he muii nc- 
cclljiily lay alklc t'ie otiicr : S > u heieas there be two fcncral mania -cs pr. - 
|> dcd vnto vs , one Cwnfunrn.n.' in flesh , the otb.cr conlilbn.' in fj i?it I'le 
enc.Miioin- ^^hlti ue apply to the ( ne, mull nec.ls al er vs lion, t',c t Iher 

i 'U- no man cao bell )K: -.vitii hi . eye two thin-s at once/catcd in f.vo f oiura- 
ncpoihnes, nor uich ton-uc, expielle two leueral founds at once, as to 
ij'cak: • I Jcbie v and Grec k with one breath . noi with our cares can wc L< arc 
tU'oleiKTal talcs to;. eat her ; fo our Wi! isof tha- nature iliat it cannot cnioy 
C'"P .ral and Ipniai d plcafuic^ bnh ar one tune ; for the cxcrciles of thcii. 
^^<'^l} .dock^ vu^ ,,yy cM,rancivh TiK-exerc.fl-softhconecxiinL'uiduhc 
palM .n; of thebo.ie , and lay alidenlthin "i widch con.co^' fldh oV bclon- 

vn-u, rtl.eexcrcnc,.. I t!,e..ihcriu!l>walthcfcthin'.>s very hotly. in,.,!Ivuc 
rann t fe.ue two n.rdleis , bccaufe it is not po/Iible that tl.c c.nnnand. cf 
them b.th should b-acoMccrulfillel.Tlur; much rjy£'iS.(;.r.M,-/f. 

^ Tliou ji what nx.] we llind hcapin- an horicies of the' h die rathcrs > 
.c v^ lu:are a Phih.f .p.hcr fpea-.e from-, ut of that blind Antiou.i-e ; b.r if 
itich an.necouMvn.icrltandif , and write (o u cl of i: , by tl.c oniic Ji •! t 
ol Nafjrc, whi-h wa. y;tl»ut (lender; it mulhiecds bca.^rcat shai.c fur v? 
i>'tto l^no-.vnndrcclrir,int'iisabirndantli:;,l.cofGracc,mwhic!iv,'-/we' 
3'-'th'.rd ici„l,i, r.c..tif-wliichheinti:lctl^. /',.f.7>.,(lirnutin'ihcr'I:c;cir 7 
fd m m , uf ,.j: !, rli;it i: r onlilfeth in Wif lome alone , that h , i;i t' c contc n: - '' 
ri.:;.naniIo.ie f tli- S^ainai ;nc r;.,od ,andcon(t cuentiv tiir.t itcnnuM'V 
at-a.nH.-, this li.o,brcauretlubnlkof this bo.'ieis'a.Mcai I i-.'uuKc m,-^ 
ir, b th by the natin')l luni'ishnrsol it , ani! b/ rcaCn tA' zUc d.-cr.ui.d 't, v-, 
cfoMi- ScuT s aiidnilinitorhvr inconrnoditir'; , which depend ofc^e bnlij- 
aj'i-' n-; ir.Mviina^c alilctions , fearcs, and (tovfc Ids \.\ir:iff j a ninbitti-'o 
of'.t I'-c-sanltoycs, whcrwith i( fillcth ihc mind; as alio the a.'inii,i(!:-,vi:.M 
f-d-iitAai' t in;;s;tradin.' in money, and han din;; buIincJies (diik'. 1 .. \n?. 
v. ! -ncc hcconclu Icth , that either a mm h.iJ ncucr attayuc t > V d'onx 
:ind 1 appnus , or he -.'ad a:tiyn<: vnto i' only ahcr he is ,\v.v,] ■ [^u .ot 
poIUjiynu:.i,iiL-,vnkdc a man approach ;is'ncac asp. iiU, nc ..av to 
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death , to wit , by withdrawing his mind from houfchold-affayrcs , and from 
al manna (fworhilicbuiincs,' and from ihc world it fclf, finally from alplca- 
furc and care of the bodic, and fo turnc himfclf into himfclf , and dwcUc 
home w ithin l.itnfelf. For this is akindofdcaih.at which a! iiuc Philofoplicrs 
did alv. ayes aymCjfpcndingalihcir labours and tboui;hts in ftciuing toper- 
fvvadc thcniicliies,thatthcy were dead, and dayly cndcauouringtodycmorc 
perfectly. A! this is'P/jw his difcourfc. 

4. Which kind of death and the ncccflitic thereof , was not hidden from 
our I^hilo^oJ>hfrs, but much more cxa(5lly vnderftood by them, as appeareih 
by clucv\hich S'.Grt^orie haih left written in his Morals: We liue yet to this 
world, while our mind is flil wandiini; abroad in it ; but when being out- 

, war liy moitlfycd, we concealc omfclues in the fcpulcher of Contemplation, 

, wc arc hidden in ourgrauc as dead men, which thou5;h heeraftcr it shal be 

, done more pcircftly, yet in great mcafurc it is now performed by them that 

, witliinwaiddcliht are drawnc from the turmoils of temporal defires , and 

, while rlicirfoulcs are wholy intent to the louc of God, they are not with any 

vnprofitable perturbation torne in pieces anddiftradtcd. In which place he 

liaili much more to the fame efic6t, and this one thing befides worth obfer- 

uation , that in regard that Wifdomc is not found in the out-fide of things,but 

Jvcih hidden in rhini;s inuifiblc, it cannot be apprehended, vnlellc wc for- 

lake ihcfe vifiblc things , and hide ourfelues alloinihofc that arc not to be 

fcene. 

5. Wherefore finding it fo folidly proucdand fo often repeated by tlie 
liolieFathcrs,thjtitismoft profitable and moftperfedltovviihdraw ourfelucj 
fromal things created, and the more wc withdraw ouifelues,thc more fafc 
and pcdcCt wc shal be : wc may cafily conclude, that nothing can be more 
profitable then a Religious ftatc , by which wc compafTc this thing moft 
perfectly andmoftcomplcatly. For certainly there can bene greater renun- 
ciation of ai things then that, which is pradifed in Relii;ion, where not only ] 
Poucnic is pcofclled , but a man is fo wholy bereft of the dominion and 

f» )ll'cflrion of cuerie thing, that he cannot fay,that this peccc of land, or this \ 
loufe, or (as Cafiian exprellcth it) not (o much as this •garment , or this i 
pen- knife, or quilishisowne.Andittakeih awaymorcoucr ai other things, i 
by which men arc wont to bolfter-vp their life, or folace their mind j as the 
vfe of friends , the fauour of Pritices , the alliance of wife and children, 
finally alearthlic ihmgs,aDd whatfocuer is of anic eiteeme or price in the 
world. Wherforc S, /JprnW doth extol the greatnes of this benefit, as it dc- 
feructh . fo hi-hlv , a$ he is not afraid to intitle al Religious people to com- 
pleate Iiappincsift)r thisreafon only, becaufcthcy haue found, out a more 
compendious way to Hcaucn,by abandoning abfoluily althings of this world. 
h IS tnic Jdyrh he, tUc afcent coHierufalem isftccpanddifHcult,inrcgard it 
i^cut llrayteour from the veric top ofthc mountainc •, but the compcudiouf* 
i.fsof the way doihtemper, or rather wholy take avvay,ihc greatnes of the 
••ayncsjanJuith happy facilitic, and caficfeliciiic, you do not only go, but 
runner bccaufc youatcloihvnloadedandgyrt,and cariienokind ofweight 
vpon y.<u: back. It is not fo wiih fome others ; it is not (o with thofc . that 
loaded with carts and cart-loads, haac taken ilicir courfc by the winding of 

the 
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thchil •,andvfuallytumbIedownc headlong by the fides of the mountainc fo » 
thattheyfcarcefindhovvtobrmgtheir Jifc to an end. Thrice happie therefore » * 
areyou. that haue forfakenyouifcluc5,aad althatJ:>donged vntoyou with .. 
out al exception Which onlie fentcncc ofS.BcrnMrd wel confidered is fufficient » 
to perfwadc vs to preferrc a Religious ftarc . before al Prii.cclic treafures and 
command Ju,r what Itupidit.e can be grcater,then, fcin^ vvc muft iiot only al 
ofvsrunne(astheApo llcteachcthj bijt (as ^. ZJ.r«W fayth ) we muft ruim 
vp- wards a^aina the hil , which of itfclf is wonderful difficult, voluntarily to 
chargeourfclucswithdiucrswei^.hts.andmorcoiier with continual care and 
follicitudeto encreafe and .mil.iplie thofc weights, which.if wedid right, wc 
should rather wholy caft-of from vs? ° 

Of the benefit oflicltgious Touenie, 

CHAP. 15;. 

I Tthcrtowc haue fpoken of the commodities of a Religious State 

I inicncral,nnv wearcto treare of the particular vti! 'ties which 

are found in it; & fir/l ofthc benefit which arifeth from the three 

Vowcs proper &c/rcntial to Religion. And we wilbeginne with 

^ ' Poueitie, becaufc if is the firft Hep to Perfection, confiitin" in 

abandoning thcthingswhicharcwithoutvsithecommodities whereof ara'n Commcn- 
fcv words excellently wel fct-forth by chmacuj : Pouertie is a riddance of ^i^tion of 
worldhc cares i a pal]a;e to God without ftop or hindrance J an expelling of ^'°""f '«• 
grufja foim.lationofpeace , and clcannes of life; it freeth vs from thefor- ^''"'•'•'"• 
rowe^ofthis ttanfitoric world, andenablethvs topcrformethe Command- 
ments of God with pcrfeflion* S. Bon4utntmt writ a whole Treatifc, of this S Bon^uin 
fubieetoniy in a manner, intitled an Apologic for the Poore \ in which he in^poL ' 
hanilerh manic things deuoiuly asa Saint. and learnedly as a Diuine ; and ^''^'■• 
• among the reft, he laycth a certain ground , which doth greatly declare not 
only the profit of Pouertie , but a kind of necefTitie of profeOing it. And thus 
he difciHirfcth : Couthufnes ( as the Apoftic fay ih ) /i ik r$6tf of^l tutl ; for from • • ^'/w. 6. 
it and from Privic ( which alwayes goeth hand in hand with it) al finncs '°- 
haue thcirbe[,inning,thcir nourishment, and encreafe. Whervpon S.jIupu^ 
/?mcalles it the foundation of the cittie of B4^;/ow. Thiscouctoufncs isfcaud 
in the alfcftionofour mind , as the proper fcarc thcrof , but feedcth itfclf 
vpon the things which outwardly we polldlc ; and confcquently the vt- 
tcr abolishing of this vice mull needs comprehend both the internal aiuJ 
the external \ that not only the inward thiril be quenched , but the out- 
ward pofTcfllon alfo of thin;:^s of this world befoifaken j the one is pet for- 
med in wil and fpirit , the other in fa^ and outward work -, whcrvnon 
he conciudeih ,that as Couetoufncs is the ft.undaiion of lUhUn ( as wc 
fayd before ) fo contrariwife Pouertie is to be ertecmed in vciie deed the 
ground-work of al Euangelical perfc(5don , wc being theicby confor- 
med to our Sauiour Chiift cur Lord and Law-giucr , who, whtu he drew 
the plaifunne of the new letufalcrii dcfcendjn^ from hcaucn , began wuh 
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li.i . wi tiic , auhc rounkiaiioivofal the rcll , faying : lilefjedare tUpoordnfpk 
'i .is i . d.c tlilVotufctf >. i\ruAuer,tt4rc. And tlut which ht: fayth , is very true 
ior iir.ccop.ii !ci wcl, \vc shal lind kaucn wonderful grcatcomniediticjcf I 
Rc,ig'K>.r> l'i» :crtic. P 

z. 'Ih.c li.il 15 ,tliat it takctliawnyti-c weapons and furniture from alkinj ''4 
ofiinn:, aiul vicvS; ihc iinpoitancc uhcrof iiath been fu/licicntly JccJatcJ 
belvHC , v.hoii i. cipa'.coj" tlic grcai danimagcs whichconic by liclicsiforic 
ilot'i n >: only pul-.Jownc Pride, Airogancic and haughtinc;, andnianicothcf 
njifchicf. , ;.;i.«' •, in ; hcni abuiulancc and plcntic , as fnicak doth fiom fire 
bu: it tikvt »{i.)!nvs that vcrie jowcr of connuiaing diucis finncs, btcauft 
ju.iM cr(:-.;Klii! tl.ir..;>arc\viou liiby cccadonofnioncy. and ofthat(hcn'>il, . 
Wii! I; :nvSicy^.u:s Imo u;cji> hamir. V\ hcrcfoic if no other coninio.lit cdid-tl 
a-c:uc' vnio v;, bu-; only I'vit it cijforcctli v[kmi vs a kind of nccefllticcf l3 
liu n\ \.t!, i:\-.trcl:: ihlv tv:> be tlUcnicd ; and voluntaiily topu: ourfducj'*^ 



tp .till. 



\.t!, i: \-. trcl:: ;hly tv:> be tlUcnicd i 

r.c.aliiic, cann. t clu) fe but be cxtctdin;.; piolit.iblc for Salua- 'M 
■ ' •'' '^Jt oiil;, hinJcr vsfroni linnc , but biinj'.ctii with it njanici 
.asTcin tr.uKc, Mi)dcllie,and tiiitlly Uumilicic- 
vci uc i.aili a puiicuiai kin i ol alfi.nii.- wiJi Foucrcic , and is a-; 'it were ^ 
•^ coulM- c. ;n i,! vnio ir. Wuich >. < ■ / . ; >» giucch vs to vndci/land in a ' 
"^ iiiall ':i.:,ic,l,i ,. \\..\ V luill'a.i isnuncgl, r'i usniPouciticthcni 

n nv c.n ,;..it l)c . 1 ccaufc i: 1 ccpccii a njan fr^uu f.. cllin • I'jjJc , lie thatij | 
^JHK,ic,c.!.i:. /. l.:Ioh:c,l nt rn:..cr obc.!ic r.t, niodcit , niccl;c, wife ; but lie | 
^, I i.i: /.at'i niiic , wcahii , hatli manic things wlvxU hhulcr Uvw t\om ucl- l 
„ du:n •. i .1 !'- v2 lie, \'. hat a rich man doih : McU ^ 

, 'I'Jtl.l',!),. :;v,hcbiu-i 
hi'l; 



ex. client Vcriuj". 



; v/iiich I 



1 a ccr- 
linRichej. i 



1)1.1 n , 

' h.iUC 



JJ',.,i.iz 



Ualcdi vpon tlia: wiiichis 
irnc, v.ith vntcmj-crat dthic , (,cgiue.h the rcyncs to his 
icvjctli iu> mifchief vnatchicued ; Is ic notjdayne t.'ijt thcfc thinrj 
aic .i.e.! ,>y li. c> .' And you may alfo pcrccauc, that by iViucrtie al venue » I 
m ni cjfi'v gotten. And do not tel mc, that rich men m this iifearc vndcr no I 

.icdion i f >r it ij very true , that anion • al other euils , Rich« 
^ thi, , that they defend and guard thofc that liue wickedly, 

t.nt ih'.y ni-iy connut (Innc m^rc boldly , and Ilaad in ?wc of nothiii"' 
^ -^ >i he co.Hionk I by anic bod.c. So fayth S. Uln (>■> ,;.>,„. "" 

j. A fui;ii ! conim )diiie of Rcligi.ius Poucrti'j h^tU^^ jj ,\ ^ „,.jjf j 
nicaiici t . [,: j-out ilic (inncs of our foVmcr life , and t > frA 
and 1 - '' ■ ^ ■ - 



he t,i 



r til cm; | 



ind to t ,•, ; ,, p.n. it fccucth the nolic.t.h il fp.kc by I: fay the Ir nhcr! 
""" ' I'Ji" \'> iufc he fayih : / l>.ii,e irofm il. 



c ', it is as muclia'; to I 






r , r ■ \'- "^ •-•/'"•*"•""*'"/'" "T J K IS as mucn a-; to 

•7 . I nan: iur ;cf, oi- , dined thcc , an,l made thee fo perfcaly oo.d thu 
i>.Uc.c!ctu..lt.bcchorcnandloucd. WhculWeas al kind. oF mctta! a:c 

Kuc.c.. Ml t..cl ri.acefrom drolle and rcfufe, and from whatfocucr i. l^alc 
' '^>i '"Ckccmc aid value, an! comcfoahfaric morcclcarand puiethcn 



, niinJ,-!, 

O.Cci.Ciit 



■ i fo Poiicriie gitu"ng matter of cxcrcifc both to liodic ana 
f'<yp].il Vice homthcm both. Whcrvpon S. G/r;er;r hath this 
'in : 1 lie hrc of want purged Lazarus his otl'cnccs i" and the pro- 
' '^ !iie re\-.ardcd the good deeds of the Ricii man ; Pcucrticadii- 
sad c.canlcd hiiu; thi^ man was tcc]uitcd with plcntic, and rcicctcd; : 

wiijfocucf i 
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whofocucr therforc you be that in this life hauc wTlTo liuT^vh^-^;;^ ,0 
nuadaniegooddcedthatyouhaucdonc,itbchoucthyounicatlytobeafn I 

byocca(ionoMtJeaathcprofpcritic,which,-sbcll)uedxVn)ou,beaie 
comiKnccfjrtholegood deeds of your? ^and whfnvou fee thufo thar arc 
poore ,t(.doathing that isblamc-worthie, do not contcmnc then d . n t 

def|viy:cofd.cni;tc.rpcrhapsthofethatthefiipcrfluiJeofalinalo[renccd.i;. 
dc/iic, tiiet(<riuceot i'oiicrtic doth refine, 

, 4- T„c <l.,al tVuit of Pouortic is , ilui i, f,ccil, .i,„.i„f,o,n v„,n<,li ..Mc ' 

Iv,. GoJ. to tlu- cnJ < .at ,n tl.c D.-jrt tcannc of thisl.tc, u c may • ,v„c n,n, ,r 
...nc,. >„;.,..= h,ll,c to c.„i.loy f.cxcdlcnt a mtmc,.,.J ,\,/ ,i„<: ' C- 
wlucn ,d,> pr.tK.Ms v,.c,uluc wluci, i. d.,v.iyc, dctavii, ...lu^i) « M„.. a J 

tocmployou.rd,u-nvM>^v,,ou,l,clnKn,Klp„,r,,i.:o(.tcrm,ic,,aki,..„^ 
tlu.n, l,t tov c.i,.hl,c,!„„,:;..- lor ivc .vc r.o, l>u(ic.l „ci; Ik t with i.ullaiuli.w .-f 
grounds, nor;.atl,cnn.';,,l rent., iK„-|.utti„..-fo„),or,„o„c,-, noi (ollo,vi„.- 
ot fu, s no, wuh amcotl or >vo,Kllic ,no,tcn vv/nj, vacmcic fron.al caro .V 
t .ouj;l„ ,,m, I „cccUl.c ..( ;.,rcat vfci:, ti,iio,„ hcaucniic I'liil .fo.l.ic fc;, . 
tl.cancKnt IK.Hl,cns,n,l,circa,,l,lic- l'l„!ofoil.icdi.ltlkc„uitli.aI.l,,:,,- :; 

IKC li'l- 1 "'/-''- »^^.f;'V:;<.'.' >^^.,..-;r,;.cla<ct',, ul.onhcJ.aJc.ll a!.,uc,- 
..■.,,.1 ,„..tc,o,.c c byfca,la>.i.O ,„,,„.., , , „,,„/. „„,-, ,„„,„„,,„,■,„ „„ 
J-./ ... ./ ..,•,•. ilut f;.„f: fane , c.rr.r-r.a, v. f/,o.,« uritcji. I,c u »■; 

),a,,anc!.lUpo,l,yconma,o,l.,Mfl.i.owKe;.,>odnManclcl,,ya,ca(l 

n;,ca unm,co,„,„,,c, .oto.l.efea^ hu.ullUc ,.., pc,-ava.lo.l ,l.a. hcc .„U 

ouvel,;,,K-|,,M,lcl.tn l,|,.(;,|,|,,c,a,u!!.oo|.cl.i.uveal.l,. A„.laltl,cul,.,l e 

rorc-.coccnm, a lp„rc lc:„.! of li„i„, ; a,,.! a.n.y otk.ll.i,,., . i,c fa, , 1 J ■ 

.l,ouw,ltlu.K,l,).„Hull,eel,on,,nM,;,:c,tU„.,ll.i,lK;i-cp;. o.- 
I.JvCioihcpooic.Siucl.oloil, hoipiufit.uiiliomeaic of fn..-ili ,e 

5. A fo"ul.commo<|iricoll'o.,cr,iei,,tl,atitl,;l!c,c.l, not our',nin>l ,0 
clcauctcM hefc l,,fc a,ul al-K^ ,l,in;;, . ,|,c af,cc,i.„ ,„ t!,em , kin-. ,l,c (one ^ 

ofalm,rc.,eLTowlncl,cncetV.o,,,.,,,|,ailup,c,,i.pallrcirHhcr:,u. • 
.l.at traucllas a, . ,cy pa.lc on their uay , .nee'te oftcuhne's v. i, , pi I 
nicaJoH.c, anJ wlJ,n);ly enteitnyoe ,he„,fcl„e. i„ thtm ; rometh, e. ,l«v 

ftcpo„tof,hcbeateMpathinto,he,„.aml(o,hc.,'eh^ht«hvhtlcy,akcin 
.l.eplcafant„esof.heway ,<lo,h himhr ,hcm l„ nT ,„al,i„.. I.al! „ tN.ir 
■ourncyithcreforcCoclii v cr.c ...nakcthcu ayc.of thi. uoH I , I, a 

vnr„.ouneto.hei;!ee^,l,atf<k,:afK.-:j„,Jolt.:clrjHi„,,Lo,r.i;:V.vi.'l 
.hccafcof.lm i,:c.a-. u ,; , pkaf.,,,. (wMv . .I.cyc. ,k, ,..,,hV, 1, „ ,„ ,;;,;, 

Xi^f'" ''''''7" ;''■';'" 

1 .icU thty for;.a uhatihey .!u„c,l ,„ il.cif c.„„„rv. This thh,, th.iloic 
v..,Kh,hcu,f,lomcol God do.hv.o,kl„ hi, Ilka , auo,.li,.. JsTZ 

<:icnet.,)c,,eucRelii;io.,.n,a,wlot), paformc iohio.fcif.v.h nl,er<-.ui,v 
/.in,fcfof^v.,tUI,eco,n,,mJi:i.shcvn.;c^.«,iuhei,»ooM;,.<|^,A "fp"^ 
■■caml wa„r,f.atno,hin;;,.fti,i.|,K. nuy.lch.ht hi-,,, „„.| |,i„,|,; ,,/„,,": 

my,Lmthat.aJ,e.l,c,nayi,aucas„u.-.;ci-,,:„eiml,iw,..n/t,.Iica.M',,av 
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Hit •.!" 
Pu;u.;.c. 



Crucu 



S. Ctfg ,,, 



51. 



Op the 



H A P P 



If 



The firt 
commoJi- 
tic of 
Poucttic. 



The lo 



he cndurctli troubles and vexations in this world. And being thus weaned 
from the louc of al temporal things, that holie and holefome aflTcdiion, which 
the Apoftic acknosvlcdgethtohauebcen inhimfelfjsbred inihemal,cftce. 
mingthat tl'Cy h^ue not hctr a fttrnunetH citfify or d\vclling,6«/ drealwaytsfal^ni 
sfttr ilut Vfhkh it tocomt. 

6, The fiUvtiliiic, which Pouertledotlj bring vntovs,is,thatasitrclf ij 
grca ly in the loue and fauourofGod , (o itcaufctli althofe , that efpoufe 
tlicinfclucs vnto it, to be hi ^hly loucJ and fauourcil by him ; by reafon whcrof 
hcbcftowctiivponthcnidaily great benefits and f^iiiitual graces. Wcnecdno 
other tcrtinionic that God doth loue Pouei tie, then to fee thathijInfinitMa- 
icftie coiniij downc from luaucn, was plcafcd toairociatehimfclffo ncare 
vntoitjiakin flesh of patents tiiat were poore (ti)ough ofaRoy3Ulock}and k 
nnking choivC of the pooscft place on earth for his birth, n )tro much as a 
ul>:ch our liilc h'»dre,<n' C()ttai;e , or njC|>heaid's cabin, but a liable of beads, belon"}n[» 
S ..wcur iQ others, in the col.l of vviiuc r, and the ni '.iu-reafon, what fli.)uld we ftanJ to 
roue* ficakc of the icll oi ins life, fcing he had no place whereto put his head, and '\ 
warciicueJ by tlicahiics of otiicrfoike? That Eternal Word, I fay, waste* i 
lieiicd , "Mv/'o;/<4»f !«/ Mf4//<»ft ,4wrf O^w^'om al rh/H(^< jre made. And can anie I 
r.un d uln biict'ut he wil louc in others t!iat, which hcloued in himfcif& J 
made cjj' >wc of, an 1 p nvre-ouc abundacc of very fpecial bleflin^s vpon ihofe 
in wiiom he siial find it ' We shai not need to Aand conic(flurmg about the j 
mater f^r we fee what he at doncaiicaJy,rolongas he liuedandcoueifcd j 
on ciiili thofc with whonj he hucd aioft,and weiehii moll familiar acquain- 1 
i.lce, wcic not rich ^ wealJiie people, but the pooier Sc vulgar fort , for foure j 
<t ihetn V. crcfilhcr mcn,one v. asagathcrerof T .ulc & Cullome,and the reft | 
were much of tic like llamp. No man can bci norat , howatthefelf-famein* 
Aant when he was borne, h'.' made himfelf prcfenily knowne to poorc people, I 
wnh great dtmonllration of louc and honour towards tlicm •, fending from j 
i caucM acompanietif blcllcd Ani.els to tel them, that he was come into the | 
w rld^& inuiiin; them to liimfelf by word,& by an extraordinaric light, anda 
moil fvvceiconfortof mufuk,asif hehadl6.;cdfortheir prefence & acquain* 
F. Cfrn«r/. tance.Ilow manic noble pcrfons according to the flesh (fayrh .9. iJf/M4,f/) hov? I 
iv-i L * n^anie great men, how manie wife men ofthisworld,vvere taking their reft it 
^'""■'- that home in their rortbcJs?& none ofthcm was efteemedworihic to behold 
^^ tha. Iighr,tota(lei f that great ioy,tohearc the Angels finging. From whence \ 
the S^uu di av\ eth this argunicnt : If our Lord and Sauiour did bcare fo great | 
louctoihorcpoorepcoplc,thatwcrepoorebyneccfriiie,ccrtainlyhcwilbeare : 
fanci.reatcrlouetothorcihat are voluntarily poore,and haueforfakcnaltbat ' 
ihcyhad,mcctl>fvr his loue. This ii a benefit ofal benefits, becaufe they, who | 
GoJdotliloue,canwantnokindof thing that isgoodinog^ace,noli^ht, no ' 
bi ncfit , notiiing at al can bcdcfircd by man, which he wil not moll liberally j 
bellow vpon them. ^ 

Thr rixt V- The fixt commoditic of Religious Poucrtic is vcrygreat , and worthic 
comod.tic tobcccnhdcrcd.roraiamongtheeuils which are bred by nche^ wc declared 
-'•c-un. Ukie.thatihecxcelleofdelight and plcafurearifingof them, is'vcrypoyfon 
andiicaihio < urloulcsjocomrariwifcinpoucnie^hcfparcdierjandmeane 
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faihionof I.mng.i$v«y profitable for faluation. Foraswefeafondeadflesfi 
w.th fait to dry-vp the abundance of moyfturc, and preferue it from cor- 
rupt.on.foour immg flesh vnlelTeit be dry cd and preferucd byabfljnencc 
and auftcritic, wi certauily perish with delicacicoiuf wanton lull ; and no 
vyonder,becaufetheaftimtieand nearnesof ourfoulcand bodie is fo rreae 
that they rmift ""dj nife^ one an other with their vicious inclinalioos; S.a.p..,. 
and, as 6 B.fl fpeaketh while our flesh isluftic and fresh, our fnirit be* ' ''"' '""•• 
^comesdul and carnal. And S. lohn Chrjf./hn,, f,y,U . that fobrietii is as ic 'i- '^ ^'"y- 
,werethevymgsofourfoule,whercwuhit bcareih itfeif abouc the earth /^'^ "-• S 
and « enabled to foarc on-high by Contemplation * '" ^"•• 

8. .Fi»^|^y.fo comprehend in one word al the commodities of RchViom The fc,. 
uiotir <lVtho?-r^^^^^ and effectual then that which our Sa! ucnthlol 

I inf w words cxprefl^ng the prefent and future happines of it^ And i ts nol ^''''T'' 
without fpcc.l caufe , that for the moll part lfe\,romifeth a ward ^ '''''''' 

Ki V dom "of ? ''"'i^' \ ^"' ^\^^^'^^'^^ '^<^ 4p-'"tcth ptefently the 
Kmgdome of heanen: either becaufe the hope thero/is fo allbred and fo free 

caufcit is fo free from al worldhecare, thatin thisverielifeit riueth a taftc 
andearneft of the felicitie which we sha! heerafter enioy. Whe efo ^ Reh! 
f^rti^fh^^,^ '-y worthily make account , that in this'^^nTve'ue Pol 

aync vnto it , and not without great labour and trauail ' b .H, f T' 
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r ok fa:lici- a,u! nioihcv , and al tliin'',s wMch he miglit h.iuccnioycd. And 
l.i, brcili! en ofic'.ia-.lxingliini, what vcituc makes a man ni^ll acceptable to 
( ur Siu: ur Chtilt, hc\vas\v;nu toanfvvcr wi h very p.ir:icular and cxtra- 
< rdiiiincalf;ai )n ,t!Kit it is PouJitic, and that Poueuic i> tiicway to Sahu- 
rn!i,tl c nuik oriunniliuc,t!icrooc of pcrfcdioii , and i.jch inaiiic hidden 
f.uit . an.I com nodiiics,knownc to very icw. 

Ofil.c bcncft rf lUli^y.iits ChjfUtic. 
CHAP. X. 



O P A Rehciovs state, lib.l. 



Cdp, X. 



57 




r^' ' 1 1 yNX J ' ' 1^ l)!.)v!i':i. nc.r.crvnto v.,t.icn(Hir v.caltli an J 
V^X'* ?^^'- ;'/i !t':"^cc . and ilic afKttioiu ihciDl'iivMc vi.lOc a 
-Ci;;!^ 'I '"<!CiiXi i: ti.ry Ik- n. t reiU.'.ync.l. 1 hcic alllcii »ns ,< 



r\-:v;u > Pi»!icrtio,of \". hivli v/c hii:c I.'iucrtoJlKomRJ, 

\v."\- :lf]). <k ol C^haditic ; the toininouues \\ htri>f arc fo 

:n K.'i i!i(; li.iicr ihciith fc cfroucriic ; h) Ju)\v- nr.ich out 

cndiir v.caltli an J outward tub* 

and pernicious, 

Ciiailitic doth 

tc ,v :r , an ! i .ol'l-c i ii is, thai cucricir.aii nuiy kno\v,as the A|'<){Uc fpca- 
Kc.'i, . '^ ; J' : ) i^;,,:' / ' /.«'m7 i\.j:;'v j th.it is. Lis b()i!ic ( as ! rfy?»,iw dull 
\>\ tipicc uhi'^iii'. asavclicl and rcicp'awlc oFthc foulc. To vndciflnnd 
ill' 'MCitiK'S ot' t!ic; bcnefic of iJliallitic it niiqlit be fufricicnc to wci^h ; 
duly 'hit wiiicli \vc haiic fay I b-f-nc, of :i.c bcalHine-j of carnal plcafiirc, 
arul tlic c.\ccc\!ia^ linrinc ic doth \'s But wiicras tl'crc be two kinds < f thcfc 
pli.ifuics, towi: , fDnie that are vtciiy vnl.iAfiil aid foibi.!dcii •, and fotnc 
a .line ch.u are lawful, b:;t coi.fii;C.I within tlic Jinji.sof Maniarc: wc slial 
i.oc ncul to fjy ai.y nioreofthc liill, llicn iliat whidi wc find dciiucicd 
I y tijc A;u)ll!c , tint tljtj iv'o tke jnch things , .sh^l not fnHfjjc the l-^tu^ihrnt 
^\ i'v.t!<fn ; hiti i'Hit |M>7, ( as li is f.iyd in ilic Ap 'Caly,'S } ^'-.W Oc in the hut- 
u n • Ktk ' <■■' li'C .o-:/ Lnminc , ■;•.'' tti) n tie (mttd duiv , V\'c wil on'y ci njiiicr 
\ Ji:iHi:1ps Rcli iini doth aff-rvl towarils tlic cxtinL;uisiiing of the llanicsot' 
luitt'il <!cliici , \vhi<.h xXwiUmM'An iiW'im io ii\yi\' ^'iVD^jc bn-4f}} lUth itul{i 
I .('■.? n' liii o 'y.nut. 

2. Tne Ilill.V.l; i ,'h3*i!r;ikcrh aw.iv:!)'' tnaitcr vv!ii( hiiwrnt to kindle 
\ i, !..<•, to ■, it, the h hr,aiulfpttcl: . I'l'riii -.iha: ;uedan;;cr<His, dangerous 
' ..';.iiMC:. .;;.d !.;:niii ii;:ic , i:. ! n^ il' I a! ■iiC'C<:aii.>n andc6:noili ic,\\ldcli ' 
1. .iI.-,M-.cs or. Col tc iv.ati.lt iiicjcciir:; ts ivj iinnc. Thcfc arc the cnjjnes, ■ 
V i CiSy uiaiiican al'k ;:;a:i hitlibf.' n often cucithrowhc andfubduvil, and : 
, .V, // (i':>,i ( t!:c PropIiCt fpca icth ) I'rJch.it -^Vi.c fjioujit^vji /v fc.tt!t'J.it<e(m' 
''■"''• .'>/(- . .'\ '»in(t •.viiicnthcieiiMobrtcrderccc, t!, en to betake ourfclucS 
^ '■ :t ': '.I fM.t.iet'iliant otitofi'icrcacliof fuch ai.'urcincnts.I'rr as it iiwd 
'•. ' i liu! ■-.• ^^ fit fit /, w \\kVQS.V.iul M ;<, v.s rcllll and Ibiuc a.-aiuft al otiicc 
; ^ . hJ* o. !, v. ;,', f:.m ''rwf(.«.'/tM .-anii fl'c Hi.Jit i'; very Iionnurabic vvliit-h 
I c .i.c- (.til i: ill- c 1^ v\\ bycxamplcofti.a(UT;.i\wlit)lct /;> iiistloak.and 
ia;,;A .. .::y i.cnui.i. k:nd of liiC; and by ihat u hiili iLc V, ./i-mAn adi iiah 

%i>j: 



faying; neheld not the face of a virgin, Uaft her ccuntefianct hUle ihee. Andaman^ 
manic other thin^^s lie brings the lamentable fal of Kin- Dj*/ 7; wlio thouKli 
he were fo};rcataman,and fo great a Prophet, with oncrjancc of his eye 
was catchcd ; and may iullly be a perpetual warning for cucrie bo lie cucr 
fince. Therefore , fayih he , let no man deccaue'himfelf with oucrmiith 
confidcrice i let no man prcfumc dangcrouny of his owrc forces , but uiue 
care to tJic Apoftlc faying : lly from flrmc4Uon. Now by cntring into Rdi- 
i gion wc vtterly fly from it; in regard that it fc|.arateih v$ from companic 
^ and conucrfation i and is vnto vs , as a caftlc and ftrong fortification. And 
conformably to this doarinc, ^. ^u^uftin himfclf ( as Vof^iH.mns Bisliop of 
CMl4mt writct uof him ) would not only not dwci in houfc with other 
women or liaue anic familiaritic with them: but not with his ownc Hftcr 
and brother's daughter; not fo muchln regard of thcmfclues, as of other wo- 
n;en tnat wouUl be coming vnto them. 

?.Ik(idcs this flight and precaution , Obedience is a fpccial defence of 
C ha. ine ; vvh.ch S\ Hcrn^rd in particular doth teach .faying, that ,/;r earth 
Which our Lord doth promifc ini^t^ffifstm to the me^^e , is our bodie , which if 
our foulc bcdc(iroustopo(refle,a,Kl to raignc oucr the members thereof it 
nuilt be nicckc and obedient to fuperiour powers , and doth not Hie k to Cay 
that when the flesh rcbcllcth aL'.ainft the fpirit. it is a fignc . that the fouie.; 
lotlo lubicatoSiiperiours as itought randcontrariwifcif thcfoule be fub- 
ic6t, It v^ il fiud the bodie alfo obedient and in fubieaion. 

4- ThcthndhelptoChaftitie.isthcpraclifcofal kind of vertue , as of 

encreafc rp.r.t anddctiotion; for what wcaddctoour mind , we takeaway 
we kZ t"' T-*u' °"' T'"^ '' ^^^-^".^^''"^^ > our bodie nu.fl needs be 
r i fefc i Z"rn rt ^•"'^'"'^^ '' ! '^'"/^^'yf'fl'"' ^^y^'^ > that Cfunit.c whe,i 
L J bv fl f 5 *''T'' ^"'^'"fi«'"->»"Jhathno.ftren3th enough to 
1 and by ufelf; and to take away the continual pradifc of other virtues 
irom It IS as it were to cut the Hnnewcs of it i but tn>>cather with other 
vertues .t .s able and ftron. : For as trees, that' ate planted in a Vat f? c 
b mg forth fru.t ■ fo the toyk in which Chaftitiewil aluayesfloutish , i^ 
«hc concurrence of other vertues. Finally the root of Chad tie is a ,fc 
confon^^^^^^^ 

:'^ii''^''l'^^^^^^^^^ Whereforritiscertan 

h t a Rchgious hfe , ,s a moft ftrong defence againft al dilhonedie . prefer- 
umg them, that hue in ,t, pure, intire,and incorrupt , without anie^rcai ii- 
bourorpayncstobctakcnontheirparr. ^f^-^^ i^- 

I cl.\ tf "' ?T 'J'"^' of thcothcr kind of plcafure, which wedlock ( as 
Ifayd before) doth nuke honeft,a.idac(]uit of al imputation of /inne A- d 
ertam .t is.thot,gh the dutiesof Marriaee^iay be perLned witl.ou^^^^^^^^^ 
o God , yet to cut-of al pleafure in this Kind alfo is not only more bcncH ia! 

l>iK an eaher and a more readie way to faue ot,r foule.s. Whiclurut h i^^^r^^^^^^^^^^ 

ed vpon the authoritie of S. Vuu'^ whoin his firft EpifHe to the C r nt ", 

hauing rchcarfcd nun.e comn)oditics of bcini; chafte , fayth ■ / 13 

n \{ i! for - m4« m i. be /.. And the cuils belonging to M.nia^carr aii.; 
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there let tloxvnc at Urge by thefamc ApolUc,ana may be reduced to iiiree 
ncads,to nit, Scruiiuiic , Tribulation , and Diuilion of mind i as he icarmcth 
thc.Thc Scruitudc of iMariiagc is dcfcnbcd by hiiu in thcfc words: I he -ncnmn 
hath not power outr htr oxvnt bodie , btti the man j m l,{e ntAnnn Mfo the nun 
hdih not power oner his o^me bojie , Out the tvmAft, This is no final kind of 
fcruitudc , that the command of ones bodic should be in the power of an 
other y which -S. hint Chry(o[iome doth fet forth very liucly , faying ; Docft 
thou not fee the necefliiic which is in this bulincs , a Haucric which 
can not be aiinyJcd ? docfl thou act fee twotycd in roues togcathcr ? For 
tbebonJ of wcdl >ck is like fetters, not only in regard of the daylic troubles 
and cares, but bccaufe it kcepcth them that arenurricd infuch a fcruitudc, 
as nollaucis more at command of his mai/lcr , then they arc in each other's 
power. The Hmidttd , fayih our Lord, shMbeltrJeuer the wfc. But what 
auaylethitthchufbandtobclord. fcin- he is lyablc to the like fcruitudc 
vndcr her, that isfubiccfl to him ? Where moreoucr he compareth man and 
U'ifetotuofuKitiueflaucs, that are fo coupled togcathcr, tliat thouph they 
runnc from their maifbr.ihcy muft notwithftanding needs follow one an 
other, andcannot get afundcr. Which S. T^k/ alfo doth inflnuate in thofc 
words : .4rimu tjaho a uvfe ? Andto flicw that this bond cannot be bro. 
ken heprclcniiyadlcih: Donoifct/;jtobeioofmt<f. But this fcruitudc ( which 
ot iifcif IS Ycry hard ( fpecially being perpetual } is made much more hard 
an(l heauic , u hen tlic panics chance to light vpon a aearne and pccuish 
mail er,as .tdoth of:cn,or rather mofttcmmonly.faloutior vponamailVr 
that hath but htlewittogouernc.whichisyct much more intolkrablc The 1 
IMie-GhoftcxprcflbththemifcriethcrofinthcProucrbs in thcfc words -/t 
ts better to dml n, 4 Und thjt is defer t, then with 4,1 angrte and conitntioui wman, 
Andaga.nc: .AwtAngUn^wotnAn is if{e4houfr,w'.ere It^lw.iyes raynesthfrnX \ 
Dy which familiar examples we are giucn to vndcrftand the exccffiue trouble i 
and m.Mie, which they vndcrgo that once put their neck vndcr thisyoake. 
Uhcrcforcmcthmks.whenourSauiour abro:.atcd thecuftomcof diuorcc, 
which for fometimcwaspcrmittcd in tiic Old Law, the ApoOles hadnrcat 
realon to fay with common confent : U the cafe of a man be ihu, wnh hn mfeitit 
not expedient to mmit. And indeed it is not expedient ; for thouch the bond | 
might be broken vpon occaGon yet it were not expedient to put ourfeluci ' 
into fuch fetters though it were but tor a time ; much lellb. fein. this bon- 
3.r.^"^" I r'"^ neueraftcr to be auoyded.Re!i..ious people therefore 
other fn^'" thcfc impediments ; and as married people d.)e hinder one an- 
otlerfo they are free 1^^^^^^^ 

only to ru.Hie,b«t to fly m the way of the Commandments of God. 
TlJjl'n^l^T^^^^^ marriage,isthat which the Apoftle calleth | 

bufeor V V ' '•"'■^'^^^'^^■:^?"'^'^^'^"^^^f>wcshalnotneedcmuchto 

t b r.t '''^'""^''^^'''"'^'^ ^"^'' ^"' ^f »"^'^^« "« «nJ trouble: 
vau V h Va^^'^r" ^'T?'^^'^ their riches; if it bcpooreandin 

^b A.^^ 1^^^^^^^^ ' '^'H'y»'«"«^^ughters, they know ^otU 

to bcfto.v t])cm;and taaandco rcck.n the cjilaumics , which beftcips «< 

incident | 
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I incident to eucric bodie, by the imparing of their cftatcs , or the mifcai- 
I riagc of their children , and other troubles and vexations of mind , were an 
I enillcllc bulincs ; lor they arc continual, and rufti-in vpon the n on euctic 
I lidc. Out there is one thingheauicr then a4 r.hc refh, which the ApolUc doth 
Ipoint at, when he dothnot barely cal it Tribulation, but frtbulatton of the 
|j/fW'; For whenwc take nayncs for things that arcfpiritual,and for the fa- 
i/ftiingof ourfoulcs,and the fcruiccof God, it bringeth great comfort with 
jif , and hath a great reward prepared; but to toylc in 'earth, and in carnal buli- 
ircllls , if we aymeno higher, hath no comfortable fauourac al , nor hope 
Icf rccompcnce. Wherefore S. Chryfo(lome his obfcruation vpon tliat vcrfc 
I of liie Pfalmc {l^ir^ins shai be brought to the King after her ; thej ihal be brought ,n 
hoy and exnlutton) is very true and pertinent to our purpofc. Ddiold , fayih 
I he , how tlic faying of the Apoftle is hecr made manifclt ; They that marric, ""r ^0^"* 
fihulhauc tribulation of the Hes'i,andas they shal hauc tribulation, fo thcfc ^'y^"^"* 

slulhaucioy and exultation; for ihcy mull of necefliiic bcwailc their chil- ''*^'^"*'*' 
I dieii, their Ima^ands , their houfes, their feruants , their kinsfolk , their '' 
\ fonncsan(lfaihcrs-in.law,andthcirnephewes;thcabundancc,or want, or 
h^dc of children. Hut a Virgin crijci"yed, and exempt from things prcfent, '^ 
walkin^taboucthccaicsofthis lifc.hauing her cycsdaily fixed in hcaucn, and * 
now paathi.dangoouspallagcofthcica', isfcdwith gladncs of fpiiit , and 
icioyccth with exultation. 

7. The ncxtincommoditic is Dluifton i whcrof y. Vaul fayih in the fame The third 
' p.acc : lUthat it wiih 4 wtfe , is c.treful of the ihmgs of this world , how he //u> incomnio- 
pieafe his wife , and is dtmded ; she that is married^ tbinf^eth of the things of ths d'"cc^" 
world Uw she t„,ty ^dejfe her husband. Rcliuious people therefore Imuc this ^^^dlock. 
benefit aboue othcr<= , by mcancs of their Contincncic and Chaftitic ; that 
they may oHer their harts whole and intirc to God, nothing impaired by this 
kindof dunhon. Which dificrcnce betwixt the two ftarcs , S. Orrootie doth S. fJr.e. 
very wclexprcllc in thcfc words : Thofc that arc married , 'hough they hue «•"•• '"^« 
wcl, anddJire to fee God»arc troubled notwiihftanding with houf-hoid. "•.^^"''• 
afla,ic,;amhhcir mind < f ncctOiiic is diuitlcd betwixt both : Rut thofc that " 
hue chaftc, being fcuetcd from ihc employments of tbis world , and abftay- " 
ning from that picafurc of the flesh, which they might hauc in lawful wed- " 
lock, are not intangled with care of wife and children, nor in hurtful ao<l " 
traublc omcihougl.tsofhonfehold.burines. This which y.Grr^or/rfpcakcth A twoU.i 
cl, is the hrft diui/ion belonging to wedlock; and contayncth in iifclf as «'""fion 
manic diuihons and diftratlions, as there be fcucralthin-s in ihiswoild to *"^cdlock 
care for. liut there isaii other diuilionfarre worfcthen this,to wir thcJiui- 
honofourlouc. For when we muft giuc part thcrof to our wife, and pan 10 
our children, and part to others of the fame flesh and bloud • a final parcel 
<-od knowcs. or none at al, wil be left for God. Which thou.-h it be true of 
al things vpon which wcfct our atfcaion.yctit is much morc'fcnfibk in the 
iouc of thofc that are ncarc in bJoudi bccaufe <.urafft(ition is by nature mere 
^.oentlybcnttowardsthcm. /r,>//o//r fay th, that nolouc can begrcatct then ' ,. . , 
t ofth ! Tr'' ^r *°"^^^^ theirchildren,bccavfc they loue.hcm a. :^::t 
Sfchkc^ 1^^ cut-of from them.yeaas anotherfelf.And ' 

thclikehcaftirmcthofthcJoucwhichisbctvvixt.mnandwifc,ih?t it is 
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inoft natural viuovs, and takcth place before alothcv bonds of fricndsliip.aj 
one lioufc-hold i> before a Cittic, which is co pounded of manic houfc-holds; 
fimlly that tliw* aficcTion ofbrcihrcn among thcmfcUics is mudi of like nature 
and forcctbcciufc they illue al from one flock,and are al one u ith their paiccs-, 
and coiifcqucntly one among tlicmfclues. Scing therefore the natural alfcc- 
tioniooui kindicdisfoforcibJCjit mull needs follow that our louewil be To 
diuidc J anJ dilli j6tcd amont; them, ihat none of it can come lo God j or if he 
alfoluucpatt of it, ir wil be lo litlc and fo cold ,thatit cannot but be a great 
wrong totlntlnfmitGoodncs.wh ifcwil is ( andceitainly hedothdc(criicit) 
tiiatwclouchiin with our \v]iolchart,our\v'u)lcfoulc,ik; our whole llrcngth. 
8 Tliefc ci'ils arc auoydcd by ClulUtic and ihcy that embrace ir, hauc none 
/. 10? A«': of thcfc hiiidianccs, but may powrc-out ihtir ^\bulc louc vpon God, To 
f. ly. which ^niipoic 5. ^n^ulhn fay tii, that by Contincncic we are gathered in, and 

" brou,^htii >!nc.v^aiMC tothai One foni wluch we wcic diilraClcd and fal- 
" Icn-of in o.r.a iicthin;^s; which One ihin:;i. God, the onlicSoucraiL;r.e Good, 
vrie l>y wl.jfc !<)i;c wcarc jood,an.lby cnioyinc', hin» ,ettinally blcllcl. And S\ 
c'.r e Xt :.t'}\C't'ui commendation of Clialliiic fayth , tiiat as tlic v\ atu\ 
uhich i'lc )ti'.;cycvi clofc in conduits of lcad,(poutcth higlier then the weight 
tiicr )fd'):Ii !ia:".:i.i!iy all nv, bccaiifc it is much prcU anddriucn tiiick tugca- 
ihcr-, foifaf u'.cd-r,a:!icra!IicrlouctogcatlKr, anJdonot fuHci itto runnc 
out vpon cicd.uics, out powrc it forth vpon God, itwilUiliifc vp-wards, and 
neuerfaldo'.'.-nc vponcarth. W'licrcfore i.fJj/// was noi mucha^iy, whcnha- 
.)fi- m i:;reckncd-vptlic incommoditiesandinfinit cares i^for fohcfjicalvcihjof a 
• ^ coniiigal lite, at lalt he addcthconcevnim; the ha}>pinc-i of Religious people, 
" to whom he u rotc,tl)at whofoeucr ddiieth tobefrccdtrom the bonds of this 
world, mull auoiije wedlock as playne fetters, and confecrate his life toGi;d, 
" profcliingC hartitic. For he that fo doth hauingrefoluedvviih himfclfto louc 
" Goda!onc,an.Il)n,;in/totA(leofthatpuiitieand traijuillitie of his (whichis 
** voyd of al trouble) and of the ioy and gladncs which I ifcththerof,feeketh no* 
** thin _• but hovv- he may ptrftctly withdraw his mind from al afflnitic with anic 
" matciiii (hint;, andfrom al alteration rilinj!; from the bodie; and contemplate 
" ihin;s Dluiac wi.h acieare)e, free from obfcuritic, rcccauing light fironi hca- 
•' uen viifatiably. 

9. ButtlKici; yet an otherthingin'hisbufincswel tobccon/idercd. Foe 

of al Chiillia:! vc; rues, which our Lord and Sauiourhatti fpcci ally comment 

c.i! dcd vntovs , ivvo arc of gicateH: note, ro wit , littJir.ctlnai Vuneriie ( of the 

■> ^ commodi.ies whciof I hauc already fpokcn ) and l-r^retrul (l;4riitc\ of which 

I shaffj-eakc liccrnf'icr at large. Tlufc iwo,as rreat and as beneficial as they 

, ,'^^ arc ait not to be found m a Coniu.;al llaie v but in a Religious (late they 

[,,. arc in-brc 1 and ellcptial. For how can Pouertic be, where wifc,an<J chiU 

ij« drcn, and t.iniilie , a«;il al things cIs , db put vs vpon a necciritic of hoar- 

<!in^ ? to vfc [he word of 5. VAtit. And I Hnd that A. iohn vhrffuflom doth 

rfc(<< 'hIVjuc I tic toi a fpecial comoditicof afinglclifc.Forinthc Booke which 

tc ol Vir-ini(ic,iiaiiin jbroughtthcexaplcsofWr.'/4><,//f/«;;rf«5,&i\/o/>rt 

. !:ti>ti(ij)c\^-i'u Ifiicfc men hadhadvvifc& children they could not hauc cn- 

'd'nei! to/. lie iiitIicdcltrt,&foiraken their faniilies,6c notprouidcdihin'rslic- 

' tclfjriv' foi i.Jc c\ rullcnace j but nowfrccftd al ciuic tycs, dwelling on caiih as 
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if they had been in hcaucn , they wanted neither houfc, not bed nor shed 
nortablc,noranicfuchkiadof ihinp,but hcaucn was their coucring the ' 
earth was their couch, the wide wildcrnes was their board , and the veric " 
barrcnnesofihedcfeit, which famishcth other folk: , did furnish t\h fe holic " 
men with plentic of ai kind of things ; they ibod not m need of vine- or " 
wine-predes.or corne, or harueft; but the fountaincs and riucrs ycildeil t em 
abun Jancc of fwcct drink ; and for one of them , an Ani^el fmnishc.l a tab'c " 
with wonderlul promlion farrc beyond that vn hich nun do vfc Tfius favth " 
S. hbn ChryfojUm concluding , that Poucrtic is very eah'e . wlicn wc arc not 
bound to way tc vpon a wife, and haue no chati'.c of children 

.0 Thchkc wcmayfay of Fraternal Charitic, and mutu'al conucrnuion- 
for where women are, there is no lining. To which purpofe }^.^u...(U rela- ^ -/«C'./7 
tcth o himfci a flung worthie obfcruation,that when he wa> yet a Manicht c '• '' '^V- ■ • 
he.nddu.ers.>therfncnds«f his. being wcarie of the turmoils ohhis anld It 
plotted together a kind oi lilcrcfemblingfbmcwhat a RcliLMous. on.r:.. r,. ''"""": 

n<Kh,iu;,aiRlulKi;(o<:tia-aiiiOoHlicmlu<l,tlicyi!,ouMbnn-.icf..n;i a,„| "•"""(:.- 
rur ,t m coMuno,, that no b.ulic migl.t (iy , tl.i, ,vas /,i, . o? the otha a,, "•"'• 
other s Inuth.t «h,ch can,c f.on, al. should hclo,,. wholy ,„ c„a ic one f 
thcm.an al.ht. tocue.ie l»c'ic. Nmv whe,uhisVoic«\va, v ,y° , 
arplauJcJ by cue, k- o„c , ainl al olthcm di.f .hi„.k thc.nCclucs hanpie*^^,, f 
a bnjl of hlc, the b.,,„,c., was inllantly dashed by „ccafio„ of the no, , 
,W..J.fo,neo.t c,„ had ahea.ly , a„d/o„,cor,he,„ uc.cddir.,,.,""!; ' 
and 10 brcaU,;;., f , |„y ,„n,ed tc,n(cl„cs ( as s. ^„.„ff,„ f,,eake,h ) t/> 

;; otTVi: r'''^ ;,""' ""' '''""'""''' '" ''-^ '"■'^'' -■itrode./pa.hs Ilr t, 
u odd. Thcclo.ethcy that enter vp .n ,nartia,.c, der.it.c ihemfdues < f this 
ami .nueh .note , whetas in Reli,,.. . ..othint; is .Lrc it. force .o. Lore 

cft«;nedo'e-:!lt!;:.:LT,-:;r:h:"r^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ , 

co.l.cbodie,a„d,,,o«ofa,.hat:vhici:i;'^'iaTn"r;;S 

.ba.ctheedfieof t he mmd . and pul it do>v„e from .hc^onlUnt, v, , ' I & ' -"^ 

manlie (late ,vh,eh doth beenn.e it ; and ,l,e rcafon is . bccanfe for as ,n I,* ', '";" V 

oncer„e,h.hcbo,he andfreciallyth,raaionofthebodic,,vcdorr";^^^ 
Ifcr ho,,, beafts ; fo that whenfoeuer the mhd do,!, ftoo^e to tlut a^C ic - •■■' «l" - 
bcco,„eth ,n a n.anner flesh , and , f fo bafe and brt.ti.h a lifnodtTo, ^s | c '">- ^ '' 

a >n „(c f ,s VI e , ab,ea , and ea, hlie ; and by often vfe . it g,ov. ,'( . lu^ ' "' "" 

a.Kll,.,„p„h , that ,tcann ,t thin!, of anic higher ,„„ er , .>r rnyd i c)f to 
t "n^s n,ore,.,cnen.„, and Di„i„e, bccaufc .'t ha,h abafed tfelf ., a th„ fo 
^Uca a„deonte,np,iblc; >vhich dnlncs and obfentitio £.4 t, v t^,^ 
"..ml not only by vfe of vnlawfnl pleafnre. b„t alf. by (hat uhi I ,s'h, "fu 
=""ln,th,s kind, tl,eyu,e alike hu,tf„l. V\'hervpon S.^/,,.,,//j f , , , ! , , , 
'-' linJaniethino.hat dothfo,„„, ,1 1 .,.. -1-/ ' .•">'''•,' '''^ ^ - V/?- 



"pol Vcrtucas thcdallyin;, vvitll wo.nen . and that nean^e bod c 
V. itliont ,v„ch a wife eannot be had ; fo that >,oth.„., canbc, ,cm tl ^ 
c."m,cnd„.<,„„fci,atti,ie. or ,no,c "Inrious then .lu?, le , "stf 

"I«Mn.o„.c do proflratc r!.c ,„i,>J a,>d abad- it , fo Conti'ncndc a"d pnt'ic 

" i do./. 
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doiluayfeatuipctiectit', and the lelle commuokauon ic haih with flesh, the 
nioie liuclic itis, tlie rpu it of man reinayning fully fpiiitual, and in good dif. 
politiontorcccauc diuine iinprc/Iions , to conuerfcin hcaucn;and chat the 
-vnctitdtnt 4ndh.diUn things of tljAt htdutnlit "WtfHtmt mxybt ttudt wdntffft v«/» i/j 
for al whicli , we hauc need of light ; which h'ght is Hopped by the daijc 
doivJcsihattircfiani fuihgrolFc exhalations as thofc of ihc bodicare.Wiicr- 
C'iu,%n 1. 1, fjfcas C4/?u« fay thwcl, that eueiic motion of anger ( vvhcihct itbciufl or 
vniull )dotIiblinJ the cycsofouihartiaud when they aic blinded , it skiU 
not whcilici'ihcy bcblini'cd with aplatcof IcadjOcofgold : fowe may fay 
of tliis kind of delight, tiiat for afinuch asconccincth the dulling of our mind, 
it is fuuch oi.c, whether ihc caufc be lawful or not lawful i as A^idttts (one 
nf clic fidl coinpani jnsof y. iVjMoi^anfwercd onceafccular man veiy wittily, 
\\!)o bia'gin;^that he lined chafte, and was faithful to his wife • V^hy(fa) 'i 
he ) m.'jf n.tu who Ji welbe dfunl^ $f his oWne yeJJ'tl ': For if a man be drunk, that 
ii, if his leafon be confounded , and as it s, ere drowned in lickour , the 
matter is n tgrcat from whence he had his wine, fo it were wine. Where wc 
nuy Jcarncby the way , the nature of this temedic , wiiichis alh.wcd to hu- 
nuiic infirmitic inmatrimoinc ; for it doth not takeaway tlic dilcafc , but 
ratheri:giue>mAttcr for the difcafe to fccd-on without offending Gwd. Fur as 
if a man hauc a Filfuia, f»r a canker there be two degrees of hcaiini', it ; the one 
perfect and compleat, fo that the flesh bccomcsful!> found and rolid;ihc(itncc 
imperfect, which Icaues a fore , but takes away fomcvvhat o{ (he fowlcnes 
of it , and cc.ucrerh it wiihcloathes and fwatliing bands : So in thclhte of 
ConiinenciCjthcviifeafc cf Concupifccncc is perfectly cuicl niul takcn-of, 
but in I he (late of Marriage it is not quite taken away , buionl) qtjalifycd by 
the holiuTsof the Sacrament ifo that the difference is very great; for if we co 
about to cure oui fcnfual inclinarions , it is moft ccitain , that it is a great deale 
moicerte(5^a.iltocutth(:quiteof then toreltrainethem in part , hoping that 
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Icifc violent if we ycaldfomewhatynto them. For (as Arifieltob- 

fcrucd) t he dcfu c of picafure is vnfatiablc i & when wc think to fatisfye it, it is 

the more iiitliincd by thcexetcil'c ofConcupifccnccA whenitisiiithcheate, 

^^ .^ it takcih away a man's reafon from hin), which a bodie would think were 

cc flllcs niikhicf enough, tl»ouv;hwc gonot beyond the boundsof Wedlock. But the 

r,>t!i!n-» mifthicf is , that ihc lullful dcfucs , fo long as they arc fed in whatfocucc 

l.tvfui tu maimer, -row fo violent, that moft commonly they fal from things law- 

j.» Dau d ^"' ^^ ^'*^^ ♦ \\\\k\\ is n« t lawful •, of which wc cannot hauc a more famous 

example then that which hath been shewed vs in king I^uutd , and in his 

Tonne king S^lomorr. Tlic oneof them being Co holica man , and the other 

fo wife a man, andhauingcachof them not one wife alone (as now adayes} 

but a multitude of nines, their lufl: was notwiihrtanding Co farrc from 

bcin:;f*itiif)cd, as it was rather greatly incenfed and inflamed; fo that at laft 

it did molt shamefully and moft mifcrably foylethc wifdome of* iheone,ani 

the fanditic of the other ; whcns on tlie other fivic , of Lli4t and iidrw 

who lined chaftc , there is no fuch thing recorded ; neither hauc we anic 

reafon ar al to fufpcj^^l anic fuch matter of them. To be brief, me thinks, 

that Seciilai people that arc married , doc kecpe this fierce and cruel bead 

(hkc alien] in acagc, dayly feeding it , and confcqucnily nuking itdayly 

n longer 



ftronger and itrongcr. And who can be furc that it wil not at fomc time cc 
other breakc-out ot the cage , and doc fomc great mifchief accordinc to 
the wonted cuftomc and nature therof ? Therefore thofc that line charte 
take the better and the wifer courfc , nor comcntcfd to hamper and tye it 
vp mchayncsand fetters, but they labour by famint, and by often blowcs to 
take an ay the life of it , and to kil iu 

1 1. C4/U4nm one of his Collations doth handle this matter excellency f •/? -. 'U. 
wd, conipaimg Concupifccnce to a flame of fire , which being kindled ^'•' >^' 
fome time vpon nece/larie occafion in ftubb/c or fomc other like matter , can 
hardly aftc. wards be withheld but that it wil flame-out beyond that which 
isdefired, and not only burnetheitubbic, bt,t catch vp.n (LeoVlxr I i^n^ 
.hat.snext.t andfo rangefartherandfarther; for fo faythhe) dothcarnal •• 

ft'al^ '!nirf r^'r ^^^'.'^^""^^ of wedlock , ^ct other things on •» 

inc alfo and the vfeof ,t d.awcth a man on toforbidden exceflcj butthofe » 

uhuin the grace of our Sauiourhath inflamed with holieloueof Incorrun- .. 

Zd'nr ^""^""'^'' ''•' thornesofcarnaKlefi.es with the fire of •> 

Diume Chant.e that not fo much as the embers of vice can any waves •• 

rf lhi7n!i^l'° "" their integritic. Finally S. lolm Chryf.fhfn was alfo S.ro/,«c/.,: 

jn tichalf ofa Mdnaf^ical eftatc ; and among manie othc* proofes he con- 

fhit'a Rc^"" '"^'^r "•'", °^f^"'^" P^^H^^ ''•-•^^^"« 5 acknowledging 
a a Rehg.ous eourfe ,s the fafer and more allured coirfc of life And 

d WW ^''" '^ ^7'^^,' ''"f and fay , that we haue a more hard task 
tie Tn lr/V""i ' ')''' they haue, to wit, the ureferuin, of Chafti- 
r .V 1 P , '" ''^'^ ^''"' wherewithal to farisf^ye their luft j he an- i/a . 
Avercth tKattheyareveiymuchdeceauediand prouetliit, becat^f I'ushal '" 
fee ( fayth he ) n.nnie more tnarried folk then Monk " bt hauetlfen and " 
timtherebenotfomanleby farrethatoutof their Mo^aerio^^ 
themfelues to marriage , as there be of thofe , that A om rn r faae- be^^^ " 

gone after common trumpets. Much more might be fayd of 1^ excel len " 
c.e and pleafurc which is in Chaaitie ; but becaufe m this pla ^ we ea ; 
oidy^of the vtihtic therof , wc wil rcfcrrc the reft to the Book« tim 

Of the benefit ofRehgious Obedience, 
C H A P. X I. 

^ F the three Vowcs , of which wcpurpofcd to trcatc, Obe- 

. d.ence remayncth to befpoken of; which doubtlcs is greater 

; then either Pouerrie or Chaftirie, whether we confideri.eex. 

cellencc or the merit therof, or the manifold fruits which 

<>f horic^sTIiurnr" r • '' ""^!5"C'c of Obedience may be gathered out 

bcfoic a^eLlVi''^^^ '' ^'^'^'' ^'"'^''' -»^ Holocauits , that is, 
8J good works what foeucr. For fo^.^,*f/ from the mouth of God, 
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profcllcth , fay ing : Obcditnct n bttur thtn SAcrifce ; dad tt htAr^tn , ts bttttt thtn 
toofftrrltt fjf oj rdtnmts, Whctvpoii S. Crtgorie tWCcomCcth thus : Obedience ij 
worthily preferred before Sacrifice, bccaufcin Sacrifices the flesh of an otl-.er 
thin !, by Obcdicnceourvvilis killed. Euericonethcrefotcdothappcafc God 
foiinichtlicrooncr,by how much in his Cv^ht curbing the pride of his ownc 
frcewil, he llaycth hinjfelf with the fword of liis cunirnandmcnt. Wherby 
we may fee how farrc a Religious life doth furpallc , not only a fecular lilc 
that is viiious and debauslied , but an honcft and commendable life. For the 
beO that canbc fayd of a fecular man, is that he giueth himfcif to good works; 
which is not to bcconjpaccd u ich r he perfect and intirc oblation of ourfchics 
by perpetual Obedience. And this cxccllcncic of Obedience is tliat which 
makcsittobcfomcjitoriousasit is] for they that order the good winch tlicy 
do , according, to tiicir ownc wil and pleafurc , doc merit no more then the 
I.'.' 'f '(.'. P*^'^^ ^'^^^ woiih of thcadion itfclf can giuc iliem •, but Obedience addetli a 
aic 1)1' c''^'"^ dcalc nioic ; for it doth not only make ihofc ad^ions better wliicli arc 
n;cinc and good in thcmfchics , butennobleth ihofc that otiieiwirc of themfclucs arc 
cidn.aiic. nothing wonh •, and makctiitiiem exceeding grateful in the light of God. for 
whatiiiii it(clfnjurcordinaiic andmcanc , tiun tocatc and drink , to haue 
care oi' bodiJic health , to walkc for recreation fake , and fuch like natural or 
ncccllaiica^itions; wiiich notwithfUndingarc iiighly ellcemcdot God,if ihcy 
be performed vpoa intent of doing that wiiicinveavcbiJto doe,by thofc that 
haue lawful conunand oucr vs. Wherefore they arc in the right , who com- 
pare Obedience to a wand, that hath vcrtuc to turnethat which it touchcib, 
intogold, for fuch a wand would not only make filucr and fuch prcticus 
rnettals , more prctiousthen they arc inthemfclues , but put an incompara- 
ble value vpon wood , ftoncs, and vciic earth, vvhichof themfclucs arc little 
or nothinr, worth, 

1. And if we wil know what fruic comes cf Obedience, S. Cree^orie hath 
comprized an incftimablcprayfc thcrofinfew words , faying : ObctUe/ict it 
iht itilit ytrtHeyy«<)icb pUntcUf al other vertnts in the mind^ And i>rt[tructi' them tfltt 
fhiy4reoncei>idnted. It plantcth them two fcucral wayes : Firft becaufe the 
liberal offer of himfelf , which man makes to G(h1 , prouokcih God to be 
bountiful and liberal againc towards him; for God is of that difpohrion and 
g«;odncs, tliat hcwilncucr fuftcr himfetf to be oucrcome in bountie , and 
louc, and fcruiccs done vnto him ; and confcquently whofoeucr ihal giuc 
himfeUandal that he hath, ficely vnto him, shal befurctorcceaucfromhiiii 
a-ainvairpiritual graces, and finally Godhinjfclf Secondly it plantcth other 
vcitues iu t he mind , bccaufc in the pracftifc of Obedience , we tnufl ncccfl'ariiy 
pratftifc them al , f r u hen wc fubic(fl ourfclucs to an other man for God , we 
praaifellumiiiiie in a iiigh degree, putting ourfclucs vndcr one, to wlipn>c 
«) nature wc arc equal , and in other things perhaps better then He; wc pradife 
raiicncc , vnderi;oing things that arc hard & coniraric to our wil ond inclinh- 
tion ; wc practifc Fayih , rcucrencing God, whom wc fee not , in man whom 
wcdoe I'ch.dd , and acknowledging that the care & prouidence of Almightic 
<.'..! doth w^itch oucr vs in him , wcpradife Hope, contemning ihiniis prc- 
Hnt;but* luiiticmoftofal.andinanactionwhichof iifelf isvcrydifliculf, 
t3 vvir^i'tcfciiing the wilofGod before our ownc wil and pleafurc , Co that 
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WC fee that the cxcrcifc of al the rarell Vettucs of Chrillian life is contay ncd in 
this one vcrtue of Obedience , and confcquently that ( as S, Gre^orit tcachcih ) 
itdithpUntdl other verikes tn the mind; and while it profpcrcth, al the reft doc 
profper and cncreafe. Italfoconferucthihcni; whi^h is an other benefit and jtnirocon 
gloric of this vcrtuc j for al other vcrtues in a manner are fubic^ to be wron- (JiJlh "" 
gcd,andihaken,andIlolcnfromvsby theDiucIs-, Vv'holyc like thecucs in f'><^^'»'. 
wayte for Inch pretious iewels j and the more they arc worth , the more thofc 
hellish Fiends doe whet their teeth againftthcm; yea the vertucs themfclucs 
rnayinfomcfort be fay d to deftroy themfclucs , not that there is anic fault m 
them, but through the pride and arrogance of thofc that podellc them; as it 
hapned to Luafer^ who ( as Efay the prophet fayth ) s\ as adorned with al kind 
of pretious ftoncs; but thofc vcrie ornaments threw him do wnc headlong from 
the heaucnlic habitation. But Obedience prcferucth itfclf & the other vcitues, 
\\hichiibrin:',ctii withiti bccaufcittrufteth not to itfclf, nor attributeth anic 
thin.; to itfclf, aor indeed refcructh anic thing for itfclf j but taking no 
thou^.ht of itfclf, it caftsiifelfwholy into the /;4«</i of Godjout of whofe hands 
nobodiccantakcvs, asourSauiourfaytii. For cither the Encmic dates nrt 
approach, or, if he attempt vpon vs, it doth now belong to God, in whofc 
hands we are , to fi;^ht for vs, or to giuc vsfomuchftrcngth , that wcshal 
cafily withftand his furic. And fo S, Orcc^oris fayih in another place : The cxcr- ^ ^'''.l*'" 
cifes of ihofe that doc obey , are Saci ificcs ; for while we arc obedient to njcn '" ^•"^'■^ 
for God, we oucrcome the jrroude Spirit. VVhh other vettucs wc fi^ht a-jainft 
the.Diuels; by Obedience we vanquish them. Wherefore they that arc obe- 
dient, arcconqucrours; bccaufc whilcofthcirowne accord they fubic(5l their 
wil ro others , by Obedience they command ortcr the Anncls that arc fallen. 
Thefe arc the fruits ofObediencc alone; for fo^. Grfgo>/(f{)cal<cih : Obedience 
it the onltt yerint winch ptdfiieth al other yertuts mthe w/wr/. Whereby it anpcarcth, 
how great a goodis wanting to al Secular people -, and on the (thet hdc , hovv 
ftraytc,and fblid, and short a way Religious people walkc to Perfection, 
their life being nothing clfc but Obedience , and lo finding meancs by tlic 
pra^ifc of one onhc Venue, to compalle al the reft with great cafe and expedi- 
tion. Whercfote Clim4it4s fayth , that Obedience is a perfc^ abnegation of chmgru, 
our foulcand bodic; a voluniarie death ; a life voydc of care j a iourney by ^'"•^'^•■i- 
\^atc^vvithoutdamn)age;theburialofourwil,a lifcofhimiiliticiandas if a " 
man should traucllleeping ; that to line in Obedience , is to lay our burthen " 
vpon an other's shoulders , to fwimmc vpon an other's armc, & tobeheld-vp " 
by the chin,that we fink not, bur paflc the huge gulf of this life withoutdSi;cr, " 
^ at a shortcut. What could be fpoken more pithily in commendation ot'ilul ' 
Vcrtuc ? But where he fayth yWetrauelJleepwe, , me tlu'nks isfpecially toln: 
noted, and pondered, for hegiucth vstovndcrftand, that by Obedience wt 
are carried hkelitlc children in an othcr'sarmes,foihatal thecal c& trouble 
belongs to them tlui carric vsjand where this fpiritual iowrncy is toylefomc & 
laboviousto fome, and danpcrous to others, and ful of hazard ; Religious 
people haue foeafica time otit, by means of this Vcrrue, that they do not lo 
much as fecle their iourney. 

5. There is an other coinmoditic of Obedience , in which wc may truly fny 
aioiher commodities arc contay ncd j to wit, that it doth fnbiett v s ,'and al om 
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Obedience a(5lions,tothcvvil& plcafurcofGod fo pc: fcdiy, i hat they arc v^ holy dcpen- 
puts vrs into dantofhim, andalcogcathcrdiiC(5tcdby him. Due before wcdcclarc,how (hit 
j"^ ""T' •* pcj^^ormcd by Obedience, wcwil shew the necelTitic of it. And certainly 
ccrain"!:. *^*^^*^ *^ "'^ ^^^^^ butdoih find within himfclf , ihatinihegoucrnoicntof our. 
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fehics, andfcthngthecourfcof our life, there hangs a gixat mill and obfcii, 
ritic before our eyes , which makes vs fubicd to manie cirours & fauhsiwhct- 
of holic .Scripture doth put vs in mind , faying : The tbttt^hts ofmtrialrvithtstu 
[cartful 1 4nd fsnfi^ht ynctrtAW, For whatdarknescan be greater, then where 
wehauc no notice at al of things to come , and very little of thofc, which ate 
ptefcnt ? and as for tlie minds and intentions of other men , wuli whom wc 
mull nccc/Iariiy conucrfc & traftick , we aie Co farrc from vndcrftanding the, 
ihatmoftcommonly we know not what lurkeih in our ownc brcalt. Soinc^ 
rimes wc clunk we can do more then indeed we arc able to docj fomciimej 
I hat wc cannot doe Co much •, the one ihrulling vs vpon aduentures aboucour 

flrcH'^th, the otlicrdifcouragingvs in things that arc goodforvs,andnecclIaric 
to be vndcrtakcn. It is therefore one of the Kreateft benefits that can bcfal vs.to 
haucfomcbodic in Co grcatanighiofdarkncs.toleadvsasblindmenbyihc 
hand , and that wc may as it were Icane vpon rheir shoultlci s i much more to 
hauc God for our leader, whofe wifdomc is fo infinite, that nothing can be 
hiddenfioin him nothing dcccauc him,and his power and goodncs is fo great 
^'unr^**^' ''^" ^"^* ^"""/'"'"llcth vs)hchathasmuch careofeuerieman inparticular, 
j. onj. I,. asifhchadtharonemaiionlytocarcfor.Whofoeucrihcrforeshallightvpon 
fo good a fortune, muft needs cfteemc hirafelf wonderfully happic in it , in rc- 
|;ardhe may confidently fay with the Pfahnift : Onr Lord doth ^Qutrnentt , ani 
7/fl//;//,j55/;4/(;fW4«rm;^vrt/«wfi For the one doihfollow of the other; and while 
God doth gouerncvs,wcshal not only want nothing, but he wil place vsio 
a fUct ujf^Hit vfon the Wdtets of tm rejeUton , that wc may hauc abundant 
plentieofeuciie kind of thing. 

4. No A let vs fee how God doth moft truly and moft certainly goucrne vS 
by Obedience; and to make it the mote playncand cuident, we wil fcarch the 
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gioiindoj It to theverieroote. For thou- h among the ancient Philofophcti 
(as they Iblcdthefclues) there were fomefo shamefully vnlcarned, as to think 
that God hath care of no kind of thing without himfclf , or only of thinijl 
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Maiclhc toiookcdowncvpon^hem.ThcmanncralfouhichlheDiuincv^if- 
domcdothhoidinthego^er^menlofthi$^^orld,i,sworthietobcobfcrued& 
IS fctdowuc by the ir,lie-Ghull in an other plate uftiic fame Dookc in :hcfc 
words ://r ./.,./; rc-c/ fr.m endro rodlfm^ly, and d.fpofetlui thtngs fwtetly. Hcef 

likcwifchi. flrcngth and power is declared , whichnothing can withftand as 
we (ayd before ' '• • • - . . o 



t'^'"g '''"<lcr '.is counfel and prouidencc, nothing efcapc 

•■ '"••'^"^'^•?^;'^^^^"^"«\f'''S^^ouidcnce,whichisihechicfcftpaitofWir- 

pro.Kkncc <^"m^ conhl eth ,n two things : firtt. in gouerning euerie thing as the nature 
^i o.d. ofthatt.ur.gaoUucciuuCitaingsthac arc ncccflaiic^nccciraiily jihii^gs conr 



tingcnt, 



tingent , contingently i thofe that are free, fo as their frccdomcbc picferuedi 
&'econ'.!ly to goucrne them orderly in theic due rank -and proportion , the 
highcft agreing wiih thofe that ftand in the middle, the middlcmoft with 
th'ofe that arc bclcw, efteds with theircaufcs , precedents with thofe that arc 
ncxtaiulconfeciuent, and that this order be neucr broken or confounded. 
Wherefore as we fee that coine, and other fruits of the earth, do notfuddenly 
put-ftnihalatonce,andcomcioful growth and ripencs, but firit are fmal 
andtendcr,& by little & little vvaxc ripe by the warmth of the Sunnc; & the 
Sunneitfclf, ti)aiit may n Jtfcorch and burne them vp, is tempcied uitli ti- 
nielie showers. & the showers v\ hichfalvpon the ground tomoiflcn it,fal not 
fuddenly from aboue, but grow of the vapours which are fuck i-vp from the 
earth ; and the like courfc is conftanily obferued in al works of nature, eueric 
thing being produced by another which is next it, and by fonie immediate 
caufcjfo it was fitting,ihe fame order should be much more obferued in actios 
lijaraicvoluntanci they being of a higher fhayne then the other. Forfiill, it 
could not hauc Hood with reafon, that thcwils of al men should hauc been, as 
itwere,fcucrcdanddirtraftcd afundcr, eueric one taking a ctunfc by himfclf 
alone ; for what could be more confufcd ? But it was certainly bcft , that they 
jhouldbclinckcdonc with an other, and ordered dependcntofone an other, 
to that cnd,w hich God in his infinit wifdomc hath ordayncd.. Secondly it being 
fitting, that fuch anordcr should be eftablishcd among the wils and intentions 
of men , it w as alfo nccellaric , that among them there should be that con- 
nexion, which isbctwixt a caufc,& thecffcdtthcrof, that is, that thcreshouM 
be fomc w ho moue others , and fome againe that arc moued by others liut , as 
^.'/'/w/wrf.'fayth.inthe order ofnaturalthings,thofeihatareofahighcrdcgtec, s Th i i 
moue thofc that are lower, by a certain force and cfficacic, and abundance ^^ 104, 
vertue infcrtcd in them by God, through which they prcuayle ouer thofc thin-^' 
which tliey moue , bur in humane actions no other power doth mouc, but the " 
Wil, which is hkcwife ordayncd by God, and doth niouc by command and " 
precept. For the fiill and principahulcofalreafonabic Wils, being the Wil of »» 
God, al other Wils areordcredvndcr that DiuinieWil, fomenecrervnto it, & •» 
fomc farther of , as it hath pleafcd him , who appointcth cucrie thing his place, • • 
and as it were his tuinc and ward. 
5. Thu';fayih5'.i7»ow45 Andiiis thegroundofanothcrdifcoutfc,which he 
feitethdovvne more at large in a Bookc infilled l'htl\tgim(ntbfVrwcts\ where 
he she wcih that al powcr,w hicli one nja hath ouer another man,is deriued frc) 
God; & proucth it by manie natural rcafons, applyed to moral 'jouer nmcnt,&: 
drakvne homthe nature ofeucrieEn!.tie,& Motion, & End. Foras thefoun- 7],^ p^..^- , 
da; ion ofal power and dominion is firft to hauc a being; &" eueric tiling that is of trie ton 
created, hath his being from one which is not created, So it hath alfo power & "cxioD .»n.l 
motion \ which if it be fo nccellai ic in corporal motion,that from the inferiour 'hpcnJ ji c? 
we muQ parte to thofe that are hii;her and higher, til we come to the highcft of '"^^ "^ *^''.' 
al motions, w'.ich (accordini^iol hilofophie) isihemotionofthelicauens; itnnu,ii-.,i' 
much nu)rcnuift this order be kept in fpiiifual things, in regard chry hauc a rlunr, , t 
nccrcrcfcmblancc with him that is the fiift M«uet of al things, whofc nature ^'"^ v^'^il'l 
is fpiriiual And this Motion is nothing els but ihc Li^ht of our mind deriued 
iromihcfoumainccf al light, which ij God. 

I X ^. But 
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6, Hut tlic argument which is drawnc from ihc confidcration of the Eiido^ 
cuctic ihing , is much more conuincing and cuidcnr. For if God , ihrout;h 
hisdiuineprouidcncc, do order cucricman in particular , and cucric thing 
that man doth , to fonie end by himfclf forc-ihou^hc on \ much more doth 
he order the communitic of men to fome end , bccaufc ilic communitie is 
more noble; as the whole is more noble then eucric partly itfdf, and hath a 
hi'^hercn J. And further , it being ncccflaric that cucric communitic be gouec- 
ncdby fomc bodie , thegoucrnours likewifc mult ncccllarily be ruled by 
God, and directed to foniccnd by him i which hoiic Scripture doth plainly 
teach vs, where the Diuinc VVifdomc is made to fpeake in this manner : Mmt 
n connfel and equiiir ; tfune a pruJence i 4n.i minf li foitiUuU. Uytn^ K/ng^s lUtrdiint, 
4H(i UW'ti^l^^cn dam in') thf/i^i ; hy mtVruicts d'X cimmand^ and )hofe that art 
powerful dttntfiine ndhcc. In which words two things arc giuen vs to vndcr- 
(tand ; firft» that ihofe that aic in auihotiiie , come not to their place by 
chance, < r humane politic, buta:cchcfcn vntoir,and pivkcd-oui b) Godj 
, whcrof wchauc in i^/i/.and £)4tt/(/, an J /f/;«, and manic others, m Acuidcnt 
piclilcnts; fccondly that for the goucrnmcnt of their place , tlcy reccaue 
/?rf'j;i/^ from God, that is, power-, and likcwifc loiwfel and/'r/u/fz/tp, that is, 
li-litanJ yndcriLmdm^; whereby or(irncs3.;ainft their wil , and when they 
li:tlcthinkofit,th:yaic bioajittodce that, which God isplcafcd should 
bcdone. And ti.ii liung is foccitain , that 5. 1^4/</ faying, that ihepvlnrepli 
/ (,^Vi■^ , r(f:;l the ot dnufisu of God , giucth this vcrie reafon , becaufe ilm e is ntpoivcr 
ii'v/W; /J «(;/;7cw; G. ^/. And in an o:her place vpon the fame i;round he cxhoricth 
fcruants 's t^<">'//nrr*rfl4/«M/?fr;, fjo/yo-«/«p/o//p(^c««/y, that is, with external 
woik^hu' ifONu'uit /.<rr,4r/Jiv//.iM^/yiinrcL:ardthcydo ihcuil of God. And 

«tf(r l.i)!h t< the fumecfVccft: Be ft4l/itU tteutriehmfune crtalmcflroHr Uid'i 
\'\hedi, tj iLi l-mj^ as txctUmg^trto the leaders as fern frtm Chd. Out of al 
wiiichwciiuv draw a forciblc^rgumenr, and certain concluli -n; that in 
Religious Ordcisihofc that gouerne, are felc(fted thervmo by the particular 
proui IcM c of Almightic God , and arc as his Vicc-gcrcnts , goncrning and 
diic(:tin;vs by thepower and light.which they haucrcccauvd to that end from 
. him. 1 o, tlK> a.-umcnt which S. li.ij,l bringctii , mult needs be hcer in ful 
force II ;; 1'.i«',ravtlihe, doe command Chriftians and the fonnesof God, 
to be fubica , not only to them that by law of man hauc rcceaucd power 
of com n.vKlin ', , butcuen to thofc that aie Infidels and wicked , fuch as al 
of then were a: tlut time : what obedience shal be due to hi:n , who js 
CiM.ftituted .Supcii.>ur by God iiinifcif, and hath reccaued po^'vcr by the 
Diuinc law. In uiiich bccaufc we should be no wayes doubtful, we hauc 
tMcvccdiCt of ouiSauinirChrift faying : Hcihat htaxthyou Jnartthwe; and 
/'f r'M; (/./;-,•/< r.,o« . d,fi>f,ih tnr. Which law , as the famcV. Bufil noteth, was 
n')t dcliucit 1 and f. okon of the Apoftics only , who were there ptcfcnt at i 
tiK pi .tl.ini Mi; of it , but xs common to al , and comprchcndeth al after- ! 
coMicr^ , tin: ..r ai.ic time euer after shal be appointed Gouernours of other | 
mm. I wi a Ptc'at , fiyth he , I's no other then one that beaieih the per- \ 
on ot CtKid , a Mcdiatour be wixt God . id man . facrili.ing to Godtlicir 
iafetie, \si, , arc vi.dcr his charge. Whervpon S. Bernard was not afiayd , 
pJaiwiy to auciic , iliat whether God , or man who is God'i Vice--ercnr, i 
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command anic thing , \t is to be performed with the fclf-famc care and 

rcfJHret ; with this only caution, vnic/Ic maii comma"hd that which is con- 
trarie to God. 

7. V/ hercforc hauing proucd (0 many waycs. that God doth gouerne and 
direct eueiic Keii^;ious man by thofc , whom he hath placed oner them in 
lawful authori(ic, th^ benefit which they reape, and their continual happi- 
nes, nwiiX necds^c exceeding great . both in regard that \\\ this mift of darknes, 
i.'icy haue fallen vponfo fure a guide, and met with fuch ancxcelJct mai/tcr, Ih 
the ignorance of fupcrnatural and diuine things ; and in their weaknes rccea- 
ucd fo great a ftay and defence. Infomuch that we mayfav withtlic Royal 
PiO}.hct,thatcueiie Religious man is as a trauellin^ bcaft, guided with rcyncs r • 
and bridle, by him thar fits him ; An J he that fits vs , is our God • our Gouer 1 •"'*' ^^' 
ii'.ursare asirwerethc bridlcjor they Hkewifcareintlie hands of God, and iw-o^^^^^^^^^^ 
doe not mcuc,but as they arc moucd. But commonly we miflake the bufines by Gu J. 
m re;^aid that feeling the brid le, becaufe it is nccrer vnto vs, we heed not him 
that fits vs,b:caufche is farther t f ; that is, wcpciccaucti e voice and com- 
mand of our Su.>ciiours , becaufe wehcarethcm and fee them-, but bccaufc 
God IS beyond the reach of fcnfc , we confider uJt that cucric onler which 
ticyma<e,comcsfro:nhim;which very thing, in my opinion , doth molt of 
a) and moif plainly lli-rw the benefit and nccefntic of hauing fome bodie 
i\hom wemayfcc with our eyes , and heare with our cares, to dcliucr Goj 
Alm.^^htic's wil vnto vs. And it nuy be declared by that w hich pallah in the 
Sacraments inftituted by him in his Church for the faluation of niankind For Tl.c n cuf- 
though we mi.;ht hauc had Grace & luftification^iucn vs by Faith only by ^"'^^ "f 
I ennance,cV: Charitic,and other iorernal anions of'ourownc; yet he thought '"""!^ ^'•'" 
H better tim we should hauecertain Sacraments, as conduitLf his grace,;;:;'.: .r 
foine con Ulmg m the formes of Ikead and Wine, fon.e in Oylc, fomc in the ^^^^cX^X 
I.-niiblcI'ronunciatun of certain words; And this fortworcafon$. firft be '''at wh,cU 
caurcthenaturc of manconfiltcth of bodie and foulc,andconfequcmlyit was ';'"'!'• '" 
ittine he fhould vfe corporal inllrumcnts. To which purnofc iVu/cArvfr. '''' ^'"*' 
M. ^ayt : If t'.ou hadft not a bodie, he would haue ,iuen^thee nikcd & t """• 
corporeal guifts j but bccaufc thy foule is inuefled in thy bodie , hr prefentcth *> r^"» 
vnto thee ilim-s intelligible in thofc, which arc fcnfible. The other reafon is ^'''^A/?-"' 
becaufe tf the bufines fliould haue been dealt between God and vs inwardly '/;'" ,'* "* 
only in our mmd euerie bodie would hauc been ful of /cruples and doubt, '' 

vMethcf he had f.rrow enough, or loue enough, or done hisdutic in eucrii 
other rcfpea, and neuer haue been at tjuiet , and our life would haue been tc^ 
< lous vntovsamidafo manic difliculties. Wherefore ihe Diuinc Wifd.imc 
did prouidcntlyordaine fuchhelos for ourSaluarJon, which we m.uhf.artlv 
touch w.thour hands, and fee with our eyes, and perceauc with offer kiifcs 
ioth wii=c.ircafonsmay bcapplycdt > our cafe concernin • Religious pcoidc 
lonnrenard that our bodie is one pa.t of vs, it was fittin/;wc fliould be \o. 

Mcrnr. a .d (h: ccfcd by men, that hauc a bodie as wc haue, nor by (,od onlv or 
•y Im h.he Angels.vyho aic mccrly Spirits ; and It belonged to the fweetne! of 

J.condnomanmufl maruel that I often cal it darknes) where no.hini. i, 
nv. ic hard and diRKult , then to vnderftand what in vcrie deed's Jhc Til r!f 
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G)' I, lilt re could not haucbccncontiiucd a better thing, andaiiuni;uujrcDc« 
ncficial for our foules faluatioii^thcutliis, being ti^rcby put into a rcadie 
wav, nin only to conccauc, but to hcaic , and fee his wil , a u ay Co plainc and 
cniilcnt that wc can neither miftake if, nor doubt of ir, nor hauc any caufc to 
makeanic flandin the bufines. 

8. Thcfc arc the commodities and fruits of Obedience, from which al Se- 
cular people are vvlioJy excluded i and I do not fpeukc of ihem that I'.iuc them- 
Secular fclucs f^ucr to this world, and take no thought for ihci\' foulcandfpirit, but 
people iloc ofthofcwho pretend to be fpiriiual, but yet order their vcrtuouspra(5lil'cs,ai 

v\a»it this ■ ■ ■ • . . ^ . ^ . 

benefit of 
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v^ant this they think good ihcmfclucs; for they mull needs i»o on with more labour 
<lircctiun and p«iynf.3"J'iio''e (lowly, and be alwaycs doubtful and vnccrtain in their 
rcfolutions and proceedings , and ful of rubbes and dcmuries , and fomuch 
the more, the better they ate difpofcd •, becaufc on the one (idc they arc dcfi- 
rous to folio ,v nundually the wil of God, and on the other Hdc , they hauc fo 
manic mi(tsbcfoicthciicycs,that it is very hard for them tovnderftand what 
hi^wil is,and muft needs often milhkc it \ and though they do not milfakcit, 
yet they hauc caufc to be tioubkd as niuth as if ihcy did, becaufc they know 
not when they hit vponit. 

7^ hat al Chrijitans are bound to l^crfellion , and not only 
Religious people, 

CHAP. XIT. 

Auingfpoken of the profit in general, both of Religion and of 
I cueric Religious Vow, wcshalhecrafter declare manic particu- 
] iarcommodiiiesandfpccial fruits ofthisftateof life. But before 
. webcgin,ii vvilbcncccl!iltictotakeinhanw^,androot-olnaconl- 
' mt n cuour, which is among men , cllceniing the cafe of Reli- 
gious pcoj'Ic to be much hcauicr then it is, and that they ftand in much harder 
icai mcs tiitn others, in regard liiat their Profeffion binds them to al pcrfcclid 
and ran6itic,wherasfccular people ( fay they ) hauc no fuch obligation, but 
It IS a grcu may ficcly be imperfetft i which certainly is mollfalfe : for abfolutly almen, in 
S'lha^ *'''S«^ "'««^'^^y «'ia' I'^cy are Chtiftians , and hauc Cuhkacd themfilucs to the 
alChriUiis iavvcsofthcGhofpelJiaue put ihcmfclucs vpon a very great obligation to be 
arc not pctfcft. And whofoeuer shal think this ftrangc , may rcflctft, and perceaue 
bound to be thereby, how much Chriftianiiic is decayed from that which wasfirft infti- 
^•' * *• tuted by Chrift out Sauiour, and degenerated from the fcruour of their fore- 
fathers. Wherefore I wil bring nothing of mine ownc to proue this point , but j 
%vhat I ftial fay, shal be wholy out of hoiic Scripture, and the ancient Fathcrsj I 
and fpeeially out of two of thcm.whohaue clcerly and at large,&, which is the I 
principal,of fct purpofc handled this fubied, that they that oppofe it ,muft ci- 
ther abfolutly re ic<5l their auihotitie, or admit of their ConcluUon. 
S. B-p. 1, Firfttheiefore,y. D.fii in that learned andeloquent Homilie which he 
wro:cofKclinquislungalthu>g$,difcourr«h,hovv God^tocondtfccnd to the 

wcakncs 




wcaknes of mankind, hath difltibuted the life of man into two ranks Abates- 
the one ofWcdlock.ihc other of CCtincncicithat whofoeucr should not find 
himfelf with ftrcngth fufhcicnt to vndergot the one,- inigh t betake himfelf to 
the other i yet fo as in the ftatc of Marriage they muft make account to Jiuc 
as thchohe men did liue,of who wc readeinthcOldTeftamcr/pccrally Mr4^ 
hdm: who though he heard not the Ghofpcl preached, nor could Jearnc out of 
it.to fcl what he had & giuc it to the poote; yet his dcuoiion & fcruour was f« 
grcat.tut his houfe & purfc was euer open to pilgrims 6c ftra'gerf i & he rcfufed 
not to lay hands on his ownc onlicfonne at the veriefiiA word of God com- 
manding It. A nd hauing difputcd thefc and the like things to and fro , he fa vih 
further tijus: Doft thou not think that the Euangelical law was made for mar- 
ncd people alfo^ Doft thou not perceaue that an account wil be taken,not only 

ofMonks,butofthofc thathauc wedded vviue$.whethcr they order their liues 
according as is prcfcribed in thcGhofpel ? For he that is married.(inneth not in 
that he tfcth his wife : but al other comandmcnts being fct do wne equally for 
a!,they that doe agai nft them,arc in equal dager, whofoeuer they be.For Chrift 
when he proclaymed the Precept of hisFather, fpak c to ihofe that were in the 
world, and followed an ordinariccourfeof Jife. Andiffometimes,vpon aquc- 
fttonmouedbylusd.fciples , he deliueiedanic thing in priu ate, he plainly told 
vhcm : I hat-which If.j t^yd^^lfo '«"«'. Thou therefore that haft chofcn a wife 
haftnoground togiuethyfelf to idienes, as ifihoumightftfiecLy follow the 
worldibutrather haft need to labour,& watch,and ftriuethemore,tofaucthy 
roule,becaufe thou haft feared thy felfin thcmidft of al thefnarcs and inthc 
hartof ihyEnemie s kingdome,where the allurements of finnc are c6tinually 
before thy eyes,to the deflre wherof the whole inclination of thy Scnfc is per- 
petually & violently earned. Thou muft therefore vndcrftand that thou canft 
not poftlbly auovd wraftling with the Diuel , nor go away with the vidorie 
vvihout much latour. For how is it poflible to shunne this fight with thy 
Aduerfane, being already shiit-vp togeather with him in the pit'ordavned for 
it?Th.sp,tistheearthc6pafled round with thecircleofthcheau65.which(as 

hkeamaddogfcek.ngwhShemaydeuoure.Wherforeifthcuwiltnotioyne 
battad with this Enemie thou muft get thy fcif into an other worM, where he 
» not ; for fo thou mayft fcape without fighting . and bid the precepts of the 
GhofnelFarewclwuhoutdanger. Butift),isbeimpoffible,itremayneththat 
thouJearnethearttofightcamngIywithhim.Thisisthcdifcourfeofy.B./7/. 

agamft thcdifprayfc of Monaftical Jife difputing this matter very clcerly, 
hath thefe words : Thou begulleft thyfdf certainly , and art mightily dccell 
ued , if thou thmk that one tiing is required of Secular people,and another 
hmg of Monks For there is almoft no other difTerence betwixt thefe two 
hues but that they are intangled inthc bonds of wedlock . and thefe are 
fee from njfor the reft . one rule of life isrequired of them both, one and 
the lelffamcpunishmem due to both. iKir faults. For lie that is ancric with 

Itatc lie be, shal be punished wuh like punishment of adulicrici againehe 
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^^ thai fwcacetK, whether hebetlws,orthat, is. .liable to the fame femcncc. For 

*' Chrift , v/hcnhc gauc inftru6iions in thcfc ihings,& made tlicfc lawcs .did noc 

'\ makcruchdiftindtion,asto fay : if he thatfwearcthbcaMonk, the oath ij 

" naught, if he be not a Monk,uisnot naught, but he fayd abfiilutcly : / /ij 

^ " vifitjoM fhdtytu fwedftnti 4( */. And againc when he fayd : Wop be u thtft 

4«i,j.}4. ,/^^^/^ ;,.|^g did not adde Monks > but he palTcd (his dcfiniiiucfcntcncevpon 

Lttc.c. ij. al i anJihcfainchcdothinhisgreatei^mnjandnicnts , andthofc at which 

men do ir.oft wonder. For when he fayih : BhffJ art tht pme in fpint ; nU^ti 

iUiih. f. drethej that mourne\Bir(fed are tht vKil^e^ andfofoith; he puts not the name ofj 

" Monk to them, ov of a Scculaributiiiisdiftinctionisbroui',ht-iiibymens mi- 

" ftaking For the holie Sciiptuics acknowledge no fuch ihing,but rather com. 

'* man J ciicrie bodic toleadc a life like Monks , though ihcy be married. Fi« 

•• nally haiken what S, Vnal fayth , whom when 1 name, 1 name Chrift. He 

** ihcrelorc writing to men that were married, & haJ children, vcquires as much ' 

" caicof thcni,as isinaMonafticallifc; foibarringaltogeatlicr al delicacic of ^ 

'j'Tir)t,^.6. appa;cl or diet, he vfcih this f^ccchiS'jt thMtisindtll^hti ,liuifig n dead \ and 

If 6i A^amc:Il4Min!:^meate,4fid4pparcl,lety>iCfftftntturftliienh(ren'frh, What could 

",. he require more ofMonks? In another place giuing dircdios , liow wc fliould 

„ refraine our tongue, he fctteth downc moftiiolic rules , and Aich rules as 

„ Monki ihcmfclucs haucmuch a«loc to kcepc them. For he doth not only j 

,, condcinncfilthines and foolish talk, but he lepichcndcihrcucielyaircurrilitic j 

^^,, y. 4. or immoderate icafting ■, & doth bani'>h it vttcrly from a Chriftian life. Some* j 

" limes alfo he cxhortcth vs vehemently , to the imitation of Ciirift himfclf. 

.. For w hen he admonisheth vs to loue our Neighbour , he chiefly fctteth be- 

w fore our eyes the example ofChrift; and in like manner, when hcexhortethio 

'• patience, or humiiiiic, Scing iherforc he doth not only bid vs imitate Monks 

. or the Apoftles, but Chrirt, and threatneth them with moft grieuous punish- 

) ments that do not imitate him ^ how canft thou fay, that more perfection i$ I 

' requiredof Monks, Icing the like pcrfcftion propofed to eueric bodic, and 

.> cxa(Sed of eueryonc? But thiiitisinoft certainly, that lurncsthe world yjw 

,, fide downc.ihatwepcifwadcourfclucsthat Monks muft be exceeding caicful 

> coliuc svel, but others may liuccarclcflyrBut it is not fo,in very deed it is notfo} 

,, for the fame Philofophicaliiianerofliuin;j;, is required of euerie one. And this 

- 1 fay withoutalquefti6iycaitisnotI,thatfayir,butit isChviftjwhoisIudgt 

Jfit t:.i8. ofvsal.For whcrchc dy tUiCome ft mt a! ;Tal{t my jodf^e yptn yon , and Itarntpf 

tnr^btcaHf lam mttk^t and bumble of hart ^ he fpeafceth not only to Monks,buttO 

Ai*uh. -. T J al.mankind. Againe where he comandeth vs to \\a\i{t ihenarttw way , he con- 

'* uenteth notMonksalonc, butal mcnj and when he bids vs hitc our ovvne 

'^ hfc'm this world, and the like, he exceptcth no fort of men. And when he 

drtiucredanicdcctcewhichvvasnot to comprehend al , he declared himfclf 

" accordin'Jy; as where he fpake of Virgins, he added : Hf J;.!/ f4w f4/^^, Ittlm 

Hauj ly f^ff^ Wherefore that a Secular man, and a Monk, arc by the lawcs of God 

equally bound to haue care of their wcl-liuing , and to the fame height of Per- 

fe(^ion, and that both of them, if they fal,shalreceaue wounds alike, I think 

iioboilic wildenye, howfoeuer he may otherwifcbe of a wrangling, and im- 

, ;'udentdifj'ofition, Al this and much more doth %.Uhn Chtj/fofiom CAy. And 

could anic thing be cxprcflcd more plainly, ot niorefr;nificantly, and inmotc 

vvcighiic 
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I wci;^l^ic tearmes ? Thou-h what need we ftand vpon the teflimonics of men, 
Ifein^wc haue our Sauiour'sowncverdidtforir, Be ytt ptrftff} andbecaufewc Atat f. 4S 
I should not be i.;norant what mcafurc of Pcrfc<flion hcr.cquircth , and of 
I \\ horn, he fayth further: .As your Uauenlie father isperftff. So that the top of 
I allanftiiic is to be imitated, and imitated by al them that gloiie in that they Ifwcwilbc 
I haue God their Father, which certainly is the chicfcftglor'icofal fuch as bcarc""^, '^"" 
I the name of Chriftians,to whomc ( as?|. lohn fpeaketh ) God hath giuen fuch !!a(/,"^"J"! 
Ulmit'it , ihAt ihtjf be named ihefonnts ofCod.andbejo \ and w ho ( a j 5". Paul fay i h ) ,mlrt7cck e 
win r%hto( fonnef^ ibxlbethe hejresofGtd^ andce-heyres cfC/^yi//. Wherefore either to be ^.cr- 
Iwcinuftyccld-vpthchopcofeuer cnioyingthat inheritace,or ifue wilmain- ^^■^♦• 
j tayne the Adoption of Sonncs,wcmuftmaintayne it by imil.^tionofourhea- 
| utnly Father \ becaufc ( as S. Cjprian fayth ) tt is vnfeemliefhar childrtn should dc- '" '' ^" '' 
l^mrirf fromtheirparenfs,andfpcci.tllj from fuch a parent and fo worihie a I'aihtr. Kpm. 8. 17. 
^. And for the fame reafon S". I4mci the Anoftle,writing to the vulgar foit, 
an 1 not tofuiijcgreat // Unonsoi: Mjcaties of the dcfert,exhorteth, iliat TVf be J ^■'^f"'-^*'' 
U'effdiancli'ifirejtylins^in nothm^; andy.Pdcr ; TlAtpcbe hlie m al your Con. ^'" ^**' 
ufrf4fio>n f^icaufi ftls^v,illen:r'J'lt sh^l be holie Jor th,itlamholie. And God him- 
fclf freaking to ^LrAham amidft al that weahh,3ndihcgouernmcnt of Co 
I'.tcat h familic and ftock , fayth : \VM/;jb((o>e me,andbepc)fcni\\hkh fci ng ("p^j'/u 
it wasfpokcn, when the law of Nature only was in force, nonian can make '* '" ' 
any doubt but that now itdtth much more oblige, Hncc the Word of God 
I coming downc from heaucn,harh to this end vifired y andmade redtmpfwn of ^ 
bis people (a^Ztcharie ful ofthc Molie-Ghoftdidfcclc within himfclf) Hat we '^ '' 
vuyftriit him hi fAtiUitie and lufi/ce. And the law itfclf ( which that Eccrnal 
Word opening iu's mouth diuulged to the whole world) doth giuc vs to vn- 
dcrftandasmuchifor i: being fo\liuidcd, that fomcihin;;s aretobc obfcrued ''"''' 
[ towards God, fomc things towards our Neighbour, and others towards our- 
I fclues,in al thcfeihingsit rcquireth great perfcdion of vs. For we fee what "^''^ '" 
fcare, whatcoi.fiJtncc, what faith, what loue it prefcribcth louaids God [^'IJ"/'* 
\^ from al our hArt, J cur f<iulr^4l our (Itenejh and force. And dircaiog vs in the *"''"''''''' 
I louc of our Nciglibour,it comandeth vs to loue him as ourfeluesM rcqiiiicth iMcac 
compafTion ofhismiferies, and fo great patience if an iniurie be oH'crcd ."that 
if he take onnloa{ from vs, wemuft let him haue our coat alfc; and ifhtp,\e\'s en 
the one chee{<, v;e mnfl turnc the other. And as concerning ourfclucs, what hea- 
uicr or more pcrfcd commandment could be layd vpon vs, then . Iwayts to 
Watch, to /M/f our oWfie life , to ta/^e vp our Cr'f, to denye oHrfehes , to Itefe our l,fe^ 
to renoknce al thins^s, to ftl that whjch we haue^ andgiue it to the poore^ to enter at the 
narrow ^^ate, and in a word to vjfer violence tt the /{in^domt of htatttn ? Al which ' 

and manic more things being promulgated by God himfeJf without exception 
I djihnclion. or difference ofnjcnor callings, and commanded cuery bodic in- ^""'■»«- 
dhfcrcntly and in general what blindncs is it of Secular people to exempt »'^"['''^'"- 
Jhemfclucs of thcirownc head, and pcrfwade themfclues, that thefc things s' ,'.!/.'''' 
belong only to Monks and Religious men ? And by their manner of life they I'-'d >. .'c 
licwmlccdthat they are ofthis opinion; for they are fofarre from pratJtifin' '-^ "-^M ^c 
the abnegation, or renunciation , or taking-vp of their Croflc, v. hicji our Si^ ^""''" '^ 
uiourcominandcth, that they abliorreit,ind Ihuniic nothing more; andcoiv!.';/';i!:: 
ti ati wife they follow liberie, and plcafurcs, and liccntioufncs fo vv h >ly , as if ....uic 
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our Sauiouc had made quiic coniiaric lawcs, and fayd ; BJefPcd aic ihc rkh^ I 

Blellbd arc thofc tliac liuc in plcafurc •, BIcfl'cd arc ihcy that arc in gicaUft bJ f 

noiiv and icputaiion with tl.c world. Wherefore lei vs conclude, and ftickw I 

this Tenet, wliich is fo clcerc in ihc lighcofthc Gh.ofpcl , that abfl)lutcly il I 

that hauc bclccucd the Ghofpel, and fubiccftcd ilicnifclues lo the lawcs thcrof, } 

whether they be Religious or Sccular,arc bound to frame their life & acliom, I 

Tv^o Con- according to that high rule of Pcrfcdion, which is generally oropofcd to al,iQ | 

claiiotuoui the life, & liolcfome'dodiincofChriflourSauiour. V/heioftvvothingsmulli 

tifilu pre- nccellaiily fullow : Firll, that Religious people take not any ncwobligaiioo 

""^^'" or burthen vponihem, or at leafUhat the obligation which is added, is bot 

fnul; but en the other fide, the hclps,w hie h they rectauc, arc very great, ani , 

cafe tlicni very much in the carriage of that burihcn ,v\hich is impofed vponl 

al ; and nulce them bcatc it fane more chcarfully .Secondly,that the conditio 1 

of them that hue inthe world, isfarre worfe then it fecmes tobcj inregar^ 

they arc in a manner as fully obliged [o the felf- fame things, and yet hauc To J 

few and Co fnul lielps tlicrunto , and fo manic injportant hindrance}, j 

'lite point VV'hcrcfoic thccafcof thcni both in truth is, asif two were toiiaucla Jon^' 

cifJifrcMccc andhaidioucncy , the one on foot, Aowly, and with mucli payne & laboB.'ij 

l)ctv%ixttlic ihcotlici, inai',oodandcafi=coach,witiithis obligation ,thit he muft not! 

Kchijjou* Icauc his coach, nor goon footc. Foras much as-conccrneththcperfcdionofl 

Sccailr '^^^ Euan.;c!ical Law, b^thaic cquilly obliged to obfcruc it of neceflitic. Tr.e I 

obligation which lycih particularly vpon Religious people more then othcrj, I 

is in the nunncr,andmcancsof attayningto tl»is Perfection, which is agrciti 

c^mmoditie rntothcm, for if it be profitable to vfc a certain kind of inftru-l 

incnt for fitch a work, it nnift needs be nuicli more piofi.ablc,that it be net in I 

niypowcr, nn tovfcit i al which wil be farrc morceuidcnt , when we flull 

Iiauc declared in paiticularal the fpccial benefits ofa Religious life. 

The firjl fruit ofa. Rerigiotis life ^ to vote, ferfeil Rem if ton 
ofnljwnes committed, 

CHAP. XIII. 

I Ic VviTc man fayd: I wit afccndiutt fheTalme^'re(f^»4fhertl}efniitf\ 
r-f/t/. Being to trcatenure fully of the particular Comoditiesofil 
Religious life, this faying of the Wife-man in the Canticles co-l 
mcthfittomypurpofc; foi the figure of the Palme-tree doth foriel 
with a Religious Aatc in manic things. S. Gregorie compares the I 
lifeoffpiiitual n>cn tothistree. For as the Palme-tree (/uv/Z^Af) isrugged be- 
low, and hidden vnder a coorfc batk'-*,&: abouc is beautiful to the eye , embel- 
liflKwithdcljcitefruits jbclowis pent with the foldings of thctind, about I 
fpread-out in brcadt » withfayrc green boughsjfothc life of ihcfcruantsof I 
God.intiiccxteiiourdothfccme dcfpicablc and poorc, but on-high infoulf, I 
which is thcciierfcft parcinman , it is dilated in hope of large recompence. 
Which is m>ft ofalvcrifyed in Religion, in which that which is firft in figh^ 
is thed:rticult'c$,andrigourofPoucrtic,anJanoucwardafpe^,cont^ptible, i 
knotu:,& rough,ful of labour and toilcj but when wc caft our eye vpon the I 
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inward riches , tlicrc is not vpon earth a fwcctcr life , nor fuller of al fpirliual 
comaditics, Wherefore let vsafted into this Palme-tree, or if by the mercieof 
God we be already mounted-vp into it , let vs gather.tiicixuits thcrof,& cnioy 
them.not only in daylic vfc and praclife, but by ruminating & recording them. 
2. The full fruit is aful and pcrfc«5l Remifiion and pardon of al manner of 
finnesc6mittrd in a fecular life. Hut no man can value the greatnes (v thjs be- 

nchr.vnicirelieconccaue&reflcdvponthcgrcatncsofthepunilhtnc:, whch 
is due after this life, cueri for thofc linncs, which hauc been for-iuen vs, and 

biotted-out by venue of thcSacran)cts.ThevnfuflrcrabIcncs of which puniih- The pu. 
nicnt arifc h of thvec things : Firfl,bythctormcnt of firc.whicli is fo bitter. d< "''''"H-nt-: 
fo pearcing,& burning our vcricroulc,thac^.^«»»/?i/,aaJrmcth it is a (harper Ty ''*"'"''" 
punishment tlien whatfoeuer tornient anie man euer faw.or felr,or can in)3Min ,ii„ Mh">' 
in this W(.iM i .Secondly it is infinitly au_imen:ed,by the cxcefliue di lii e wii?ch for';.* r^'ta! 
afoule, that isfreefi(3thebodie,liathof fcin:^ that Infinit Good, for which we ^<^"»- 
wereaJcicated;th.sde(irebein;inamanner"infinir;Andthirdly*tiicvericli ht ^* ^''^ f'^' 
of ihcfpots A vglicfcatrcs which arcleft by finnc, before they be pnred away s'!f',^^'/ 
by fiie.doihgreatlyencreafcthegtic»^i and withal the multitudcofihein,i/i re- /Jr. -).'!''"' 
j:ard,that not only enormous finnrs,but the verie Icaft that can be liiou^lit of. 

are there punished-,(-fwhich it is iofinit to recount the number, whcrvntowc ^'»'"M'"- 
arcda>ly(ubiea.V.^„.«///„reckoncth-vpmanieoftheni, as,i'oeateordrink 7/"'.''' 
mo.c then needs ;tofpeakeor toholdone's peace more thcnisfittin" ; to ne- \ih\nl\-- 
glcd a poore bodie that pr elleth vpon vs i to i ife late •, to be (low in v ilitin- 1 ri- ;noi u . ' 
Ions,ortherick-,ioc6plemcntwiihourncighbour,orfpeakc harshly to'^h-m- 
to flatter thofc that are in authoritie ; i ashly to fufpcd , to be roc fparinr in v''- 
mng almes , finally idle fpccchcs •, al which finncs, he fayih, if heei they be not 
redeemed , muft be pur};cd in that fi> c. Whereby we may fee . what a heape of And for<.f 
pumshments ,s layd-vp for fo great a heape o(Cumc,,9i fuch finnes as a Secular -en by ,>;;,: 
liteisfnloh Bitattheinaant that wc profelfe a Religious life, wc arc in one ^^^'"" '^••« 
in.imct dchucred of al the paincsf<<:tormcts fo pcrfcftlv,t hat if our foule should '^I ''K>"«^ 
then depart this life, it would go dire^ly to hcaucn. Which certainly is a very • 
great benchr,&-rcatly to be eltecmed ,for if wc were to rcdecmc but .-ne finnc ' 
by .)ur ovvne labour and endeauourjiow manic tcarcs .how manic fallin.'c 
hoyv manic difciplincs.what penance would it cod vs>What then v, il benec^cfl 
fane for fuch a nullc uf i,„pcrfr(^ti«)s,as an idle & cardellb life is wot to ear heP 
?. It's very iiuc, that there bediuers other mcanes, to get rcmi^(n of pij. 
n^hmcnr Oue to (mnc,ahd chiefly by Indulgences granted by His Holmes to 
whome God hath; men power to that eft'cct, but there is a im cat Jealcofdif- The dffTc- 
terence betwixt thefctwo waycs.For thou hthepower.whirh the Ponehaih r^"^c be 
Jn thi . kind , be -rear, yet ic is limited ; Fcr firft t here muft be fomr ii.a caufc '"'" «'^)^ 

CO ranranlndulgencc.andacaufe whichmayraniefoTTiepnp rtiontothe r"''7""'" 
Indulgence which isgranttd , Secondly there mult be fome woi k performed, finm-'lT 

whereby tofaiisfyefor our hnncs,inroniemcafuiealfoproportioiiabletofhc ''Hl.'I'.cvr, 
I»nncs whichaie remitted. Ifciiher of tlufi be waminiMhelnduli'er.reisnoi ^''"'^ '"- 
a«.avlablc , or at leaHwile it reacheth no fur her , then the weight of tl,c u7'' ""^ 
cau(e or .f the uo.k wil carric it ; and the vaina ion of ,h,fe thinjs ^ ^^'""' 
Urpendm.' of th. ludgtn.ent of men ,and the matter being c bfcure aiu) \Jvd 
to ludgc of,thc Indulgence may quickly come to iitlc or nothing,fpeciai:y fe^ 
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in^ manic faulcs may be alfo committed in performing negligently the worki 
whichaic cni yncd. It is not loin the pardon which a Religious lifedoih 
biingvs -jfcr it doth net (icjendof anic irant ot'man,bui proccedcthfroin 
the nature of the fad icfclf.fo that there can ben j doubt, but that it is alvvayci 
auaylablcioal. after one and the fclf-fame manner, and that God, asihcPro- 
Utr.lf.-j.v^ phct/^/u/'<-t5 i\K:^k':ihJj,uh nitnic vpon vi.aiiiipuueih dWsyaloHt inifjuitKs^ gnd 
cd[lcthal oui [i.inei thto thcjeapthoffheffa. Wherefore a) Diuincs (who are wont 



,jnt'> p.]. ^^ exainin tiicfc things very narrow ly ) with common confcnt do number 
v.',':.\.\.iH this among tlicgrcaiclt|>riuilcdgcs of RcJigiim. And among thfm i\//«/flny« 
,/ \Ayl. I. (amanrcn wncJfor IcarninganJ lanctiiicj proucthit very folidly ,andbiin- 
iyf^i-i-J ij ^cih alfo V.i',u(!.itii4i fur his oj iniuiK And manic others hauc dcliucred ihc 
lyti'^n-^i- S;i;i,c, ar.t! chicily S.TUnui giuing this rcalon : For if Alrncs-giuing do rc- 
s Tli.t X, ^Itcnic li.)ncs,as wc liaJ deliiicrcd b/ liie Prophet D inicl , how much mote 
'/ y.. 4>- J ^|j^, iIk l:i:t.ancc into Religion woikc the fame ttftdt? which kind of vo- 
,> lunta.ic pcnnauce, is n(Jt oidy of equal toicc with alrncs-giuing , but doth 
.. f.inc c:<ccli:,Andthctc i:;g.jod rcafon if tl)ii)k ft),bccau(c hctliat giucs an 
aliJiC'.o apoQicbociic y,iucshis cxtcmailulilla. cv , and part only of that 
wl.cioiiicli.uh pk-iicie; but a Rclijjious man giucili al, ami himfclf wiihal; 
fu :ha: Mjalmcs oi'iutc can Ic iqual witii ir. C)t w icli alio V. I'butKAi in 
a;i oii.ci place j;iuc;h tiiis rcufon : Ikcaufc when wc en cr into Religion our 
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hnnciaict'.'r-iuc;) vs.biityctlo as wconour pait la\ downc area! and very 
MtJt fa;! J.iai !n h-; ihcin. i'or when w cdcliuci-vpoui wil wh ly toGud,& 



lv<] ica:ho!jirciu:-.toIjisfcruii.c, wcgiuchiin that uiiich is mtnc deatc viuo 

V , I iciial tiii ):^ic!rein tiic woilJ, and confcqufniy doiully fati f)c(<)r al <;uc 

W ;.'.'.• ^ "". i pall , bcc iiilc \\c r^iuc himilicgrcaitltguift that manca.i iue. Thus 

.'..»Mj»/iri hiytii i. / ///.I . VV «/</'«(", a learned Authour, is of the fa'nc opiiii .n, and 

»'■ n.ji J. cnnfii nu ili i liy the tellimonicofa holicman, who in aVi/ionfaw the like 

'• ^" Ciratcdcfcciu! vpona Monk, when he toe, kctlie habit of Religion, which he 

Jiatlftcn i»Kn;nDaprifmc. And ^.^nfelme in the latter end or nis Booke of 

.Simihtu.Ics slicwcth it by example of one 0>it;r«( a Monk, who not Ion after 

S..\nf,.mr \^^. was dccj'.'c I, appeared inche n'ght to S. ./^'vfc/;;// iiimftl%^ told hini, that 

i.r.ri'ir ^'^'''■' 'lc(n.i.<-t.c time? moll ciuelly aliaultedby the Diuclin liislaftagonie,& 

ttium ^b dctciulu! bv one '.hat flood by him, and pleaded liard for him. Tcr inil,thc 

^^■t'u p , ;.. Diucl . Uitct.d vr.tohimthc Hnncs which hehadconnnitteU before Baptlfuic 

»'•• " "' •• (tor hcwao bj}-.ti/cd whenhe wasinycares}butwhcnit aas anrvvcred,that 

, !• "Iiluifc timicsiiad been walhed away by Haj tifmCjihcDiuei wasmute.Anone 

,,.,.; , ^ he- i>ic.k.l :hc (lilacs which the man had committed in the world before he 

fc. .! c;»"^wiiu >Kciigion ; to which anfwer was jnadc, that ihcfc all', were for- 

ba,..,,,:.,. . J,, en by ii,c pi(>ldli.)n of a Religious life; Tinaily he layd againll him al 

hislauitsan.! nci;ligcnccs comniictcd du'.ing the time he liucd in Rehi'ioii; 

but wlicn it was rcpjvcdtiiat he had faiisfycd f<;r il»emby often Cofcfllon, 

and otiitrvtirii )n< twicifcs , the Uiucl iiauin j, no more to fay, went away 

vai.qji.i.t aiuKijiroundcd. 

S.At' vnr '}' ^. ^'i:i'i.i!i.t^ rcfountetlithc like cxmiplc of 5*. ,/fnionie the Gre^t, 

of s Air J tna j,^ ij;i; iCiiuh Hi)ure he wasoncein fjirit can icd vp towards hcauen 

1^^ !' /. t ris , and when the Diucls fljckmg about hin laboured wi:h il 
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iiJi,^ : Lo luadcr him. tiiC Angels asked ihcm v/hat intucH ihcy had in him? 



and they began torip vp the finnes of his youth j but the blcllcd An ;clsprc- 
fcntlyftoppcd their mouths, and told them, that tliey were not to lo.»kc back 
vpon thole things which he had cSmiitcd in the world before lie was a Monkj 
but if from that lime forward they had«Hytlung,-tl>«y should lay it open \ but 
finding nothing to fay, they wcrcfayncto ycald againll their wils, andleauc 
him free pallage to Heaucn. 

5. In the chronicle of V /•V4MC»5hisOrdcrwcreadcairo, that a certain Re- ciuonidc 
li'MOUsPrieft of that Order , Chri(Jo(>ho by name, was wonderfully troubled ofS. ^r4«. 
in mind about the linnes which he had committed in the world •, and defired '"• 

one of his Brethren , that di<l often fee and fpcake with his Good Angel , that 
he would askc him concerning it. The Good Angel made anfwer, that foiaf- 
much as concerned thofc linncs , he should not be dif^navd , n r take any 
lh'juc;ht, but from tlicnccforward'labour diligently topcrfcuer to the end, 
that hemightbefautd 

6. An I tliatwhic:i Uontius Bishop of rv/>rwf, an ancient Anthour, doth ittnum, 
relate in the L:fc«'fv'A»;fiMhc Abbot, is a pleafant narration , andworthicto 

be recorded, as futing to our prefent purpofc. This ^imc^u then a yong man, 
and of noble cxttadon , to cathcr >\i(h one hhn , of equal nobilitic, and ia 
the flower alio of his youth , coming to a Monaflcrie, and being both of them 
to be cloathcd the next i<ay in their M 'nallical weed , fomcof the Brethren of 
the houfc began t^^ fpcake thus vnt them (fori wil put downe the Authonr's 
ownc words, becaufc thcy arc plainc, and ful of ancient limplici.ic ) You 
archappie,bicaufcto morrow you shal be regenerate, and clcanfcd from al « 
finne, as when you wcie firll borne, nootherwife then as if you were Bap- <c 
tizcdthc fame day. Whicn whcnthev hcard,they were both of the allonished, cc 
ti rannctothc godiic .///>^orof the Monalleric, called ?^.co,& cafting them- cc 
fclucsathisfeetcrivd: Wc befeech thee, Father , that fliou wilt not baptize « 
vs i for we arcChiillians, and borne of Chiiftian parents. The Abbot not cc 
knowing what had been fpokcnby thcFaihersoftlicMonarteiic , fayd vnto .c 
them: Why, Children , vv ho goes about to baptize you ? And thcy aiir\crcd: .« 
our Maifteis, t'lc Fathers of the Monalleric, tcl vs that to mor:cw vcshal be tc 
Baptized againe. T len the Abbot vnderflood how thcy hari fpokcn ofti.e ,. 
holie Habit , and fayd : Thcy fayd wcl , my Children ; for , if it pleafe God , to ,» 
morrow ^^ e wil cloath you with the holie and Angelical habit „ 

7. We haue i. Ihoom's opinion alfo in this behalf ( which is of nofmal '•>• irlfrcm* 
weight) who for this only rcafon darcth almoft comparea Religious llatc '^^^ 
with Baptifme. For writing to7'4ttl4,hccomfortethher vpon the death of 

Blrfilla her daughter in this manner : It it very true that if vntimclic death had <« 
feazcd her ( which God forbid should happen to ihofe that are his ) in the « 
hear of worldlie defircs , and in thoughts of the pleafures of this life , sic were <, 
to be lamented : Biitnovv' that by the tnercleof C hrift, fomc fourc m(»neihs „ 
fincc , she had as it were washed herfclf vs ith the fccond Bapt iHnc of her h. die „ 
purp(fc,ai.d lined afterward Co ^ as treading the world vnder herfe.te, she „ 
was icfolucdto abide in the Monaftcrici arc you not afraid leall our Sauiour ,« 
fay vntoyon -.^tV u./j ^ arfh u.in^ritthAi thy </.ri;/>rrr uhixomt vijc'ilr \ And to 
the fann puipofchccxhoitcth Oimttriis ^ faying: Nnvtha' tlicu liaHfoifa- Id<mff,t> 
ken the world , and in the Stio/td Stfp dpcr Buptijtut conditioned wiJ) tl y Ad- 
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ucrfaric faying vnto him : Thou DiHtl , I rtnoMnce ihte , 4n</ thtWnU, dad iljy 
ftmpt , 4n<i thy w r/; J j kccp tlie Conditions , which thou haft made. But S. B(u 
tidrd tcachcih the fame thing more playnly then any of the icft-, and hauing 
been asked the qucftion by fomc,giucth two rcafons for it, in thc(c words: 
* You Jcfirc to know of me.hovv it comes to paHc, that amonj; al ihc courfes of 
" pcnnancc,a Monaftical life hath dcfcrucd the prcrogat mc to be fly ltd a Second 
« Baptirinc ; 1 ihink the rcafoji is in repaid of the perfect icnuuncing of the 
•■' norld, and the Angular prchcminenccof a fpiiitual hfe j the coniierfation 
" thctof cxccliin;^ al the courfes which man is wont to take , an J making the 
" loners tlierofiikc (he An;dsof hcaucn, and farre vnhketoearthliemcniit 
'• rcformcih the Image ofGod in man, configuring vsto Cl.rilt, as Baptifme 
" doth 1 finally we arc In a manner Baptized ihe fccond time , in regard thac 
" moitifyin: our tncinbctswhicii are vpon earth, we put on Ciu ill aL;aine, once 
" moteingrat'tc<ito the (imihtude of his death. And niorcoucr as in Baptifme 
'• wc ai c dcliucrc<l from the power of daikncs, and iranllated into the kingdomc 
" ofttcrr.ali^loric; fo in the fccond kind of re(;encration of this lioliepurpofc, 
" in like manner from ilic dai knes, not only of one Original finnc.bui of manic 
' A(rtuallinncs,wc pallet') the light of vcitue; accommodating that faying of 
the Apcftlcioouifelucsi I'ttn.ght npjjjtdy umi tht (Uy is athund, Thusfairc 

'> H. Al v\ hid) may be ccnfu med witluhis one argument, u hci w ith I vvil con- 
elude :his Chapter, as containing the fubllance of what hatii been hitlicrio 
fayd. For ihercafon u liy Baptifme blottcih-»ut al former offences, is becaufe 
in it vvedycti)(«ur4/<//»/f, and arc borne againc intoa'jewh/f ; wliich is that 
whici\S". 1'4«/ doth cucrie where teacii, when fometimes he fayth "We art titdd, 
Cmcumc^ Lu\fied\OithChrif{y vnxdrrtnued ao^AintWithhiniy^nflihucuri/fenhiddtrt 
in him i fothar, to fpcakc properly, inihcLaucr of Baptifme the famcmanihat 
cnrrcd.dofh not come forth, but quite an other man; forhc that cntrcd, is 
dca J , and another rifen in his place ifo that the finnes of that man that is dead, 
cannot be iaydiothechargeof'tiie man ihatisncvv-borncj no more then my 
finnes can be layd to another man.or another mnn's to me ,&ihc fclf-famc hap- 
nciliin Religion. For wcdyctoihc world & to the works lherof,& morctuec 
to( urfclues , and our owne vvil , in fomuch that wc cannot cnioy the world 
nor uiake vfc of the offers iherof , nor of our ownc wil , no more then if wc 
were in deed but led. Whcrcf ire feing Religious people, as in Baptifme, leauc 
to be u hat they were before, and begin to be new men in a new life , and t]uitc 
other thou.'Jits and endeauours, placing their contentment in other manner 
ofplcafurcs , and ends, and intentions; it is no wonder that the punishment 
of the offences , to which thcold man was lyable, be blotted out, and lycdcai 
andtlwt this other man cannot be charged vvithihcm. 

9. Which benefit , if it beduiy \% cighed , bre edcih incAimabIc contentment 
andealcoi mind, burying ihofe fcruples and vexations , uhich the remem- 
brance and tcmorfe of our former offences is wont to bring. Manietrauel 
into faifccountricsand-tw long pil. rimages to leiuUltw, i^.»«f, and Ccw- 
p IHM^ , a.ul put their liues in manic hazards by fca and land , to nay nc Paidon 
and icmifhon of liicirnnncs , of whitb I fpake before ; and'thcy doc wel 
aiid dcucutly : Buiyeiilicic dcuoiionii mingled with manic inconucnieme:^ 

among 
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among which it is none of the leafl , that generally they do not cncrcafc their 
feruouranddeuotion, but rather lecfc it , through the toyle and trouble of 
iourneying ; and cftimcs fal vpon cccafions of t)flKcnding God more. But 
this Indulgence giueth great encreafc of fandlitic , and morcouer ( as 1 fayd 
before) doihnot proceed from the power and authoritic of man, which is 
limited and confined , but from the meeic wil and bountic of God , and the 
excelleniie of the work iifclf So that eucric Religious man may with 
great rcafoij make account , that our Sauiour fpeaketh thofc comfortable 
words vnto him , which arc in the Ghofpel : T/^y finuts 4re ftrgiutn thtt; 
got in pe,ue. 

The fccofjd jm'tt of Religion^ th.it it is a JIate 
of T^etmamc, 

CHAP. XIV. 

I S Relijion at the firft entrance prcfcnteth euerie one of vs with 
, the bountiful & welcome guifc of Remi/Iion of al our finncs 
and debts , as our Sauiour calles them : fo it ycalds manic 
I foueraigne remedies to purge our foules , and blot out the 
I fan)c offences i and al ihcexercifcs therofarein a manner di- 
reded to no other end. For it is a State of Tennance , and fo commonly called; 
in regard thcgreatcft partthcrof is fpcnt in bcwayling the finncs of our life 
part , and rcpayring the faults and ncgli-'cncesof former yeares, asS. IhomAs f ^''» ""• 
proiicih at large in the Booke he writ againft the Opp»fers tflKtUg^ion, Which '7"^' 
though fome may think a needles labour', and time idely fpcnt, fpecially after 
that ful and perfc^ Remiflion,of which euen now I fpake ; yet it is not fo, but 
a very great and fpecial benefit, which wc shaleafiiy vndcrAand , if we giuc 
care to that faying of the Holie-Ghoft in Scripture :0f ihtfinne which is for- p.^i ; 
giuen , be not without feare. For a man might fay : If it be truly forgiuen , what 
need I feare ? or if I haue caufe (lil to feare , certainly it is not perfc<5Uy 
foigiuen me. But doubtles both our eternal wealc is a bufines of fo great Ourctrrn.l 
weight and moment, that men hauc great rcafon neuer to think them- f^^^U:ncm^r 
fclues fafc enough ; and finne itfclf is fo fowic a thing , that wc cannot fafcciioii|.h 
iufficicntly expirllc our hatred againft it , vnlcffc wc voluntarily re- 
uengc ourfclucs vpon it, and punish thofc enemies of our ownc accord, 
wiiich hauc wron;.;ht vs fo much mifchief. For that is very true and wcl 
to be coulidercd , which S. Orcc^orie fayth , that oui Lord doth remit no S. r.rrg ^. 
fmne without fome punishtnent or other j for cither wemuftpurfue it with war. c 17. 
tcares , or he wil refcrucit to his iudgcment. And the fame he proueth in 
an other place , by that whic h lob fayth to God : Knowini^ thdt thou fpdttfl not '''""^ ''• 
him thdi cfftndtthy God fparetli not the offender , becaufe he Ictitth not the *' '^' 
finne paffe without punishment. For cither man hicnfclf doth punish it 
m himfelf by pcnnance, or God doth punish it, taking reucngc vp^^n man. 
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Therefore lie (parcth not ihc otfcncc , bccaufc it is ncuci rcmitte J without re 

•SISc nciicr ^ To which puruofeS.^w^"/?'" was wont to fay ( as Vo/Sidonm wiiicih 

Intcdand of him with a great dcalc ofptayfc ) that no Priefk , Hue he ncucr fo worih.Jy, 

,>m.vhcd . should eucr think of departing this life without luft & conucnicnt pennancc, 

S.^i*^i>/1. And fcing it muftbedonc, where ctln itbebcttcr and more fully done then in 

Rcli.'ion, which isa comfc in j;rcat part crcdtcd for no other end , but to 

fatisiycfor the offences of our life part ? And if we wil know v\ hat mcancs 

Religion halhtothiscffca, vvcshal find that it is very powerful in this , as in 

Many waic. al other things and hath manic waycs to bring it to paflc ; w hich may be rcdu. 

of dou.^ j-cj JO fomc tliat conccrne the bodic , and fomc that concernc liic mind. The 

'"■■;i"^"''" bodic i;iucih continualmaitcrof fufttring, and enduring very inuchi and the 

-nlU.ii;ion ^^,.|^j;^,j^^y,^cingofthcplcafurcs of this world/is pennancc enough of itfclf; 

for it cannot choofc but be hard to flesh and bloud,to be debarred komthcvfc 

of ihini^swliich are delightful, and to which it is naturally inclined, as from 

man ia^'c and daintic fare, from companie-kecping , hunting and hawkincr, 

ramiirX meeting at playcs , and fuch other fports andpaftimcs, wherewith 

men atcVo much carried away. So that if ihcrc were nothing cK , Religious 

pc()p!c mi.ju w i;h good rcafon be fayd to Hue in continual pennancc , becaufc 

to be dcpriucd of tliat , which naturally doiii content vs , i^ \ cry bitter. 

1 But there be manic othcrthings ma Religious life wiiich arc fo harsh 8C 
dirtartful to flesh and bloud, and foordinaiie withal among RtliL-ious people, 
that y./o/'/i CV'f;,^o/?owf kncwnot how toexprelle their manner of painful lining, 
better, then by calling the Crucifj/rd nitn ; lignifying that they Hue perpetually 
asifthcy wcrcnaylcdvpona Crolle. For I'lrd their Pouertie biingeth manic 
daylic troubles and inconucniences with it, in their diet, andcloathing, and 
hjbitaiion , and furniture, and in al things elfc , which ircatly helpcth 
tow ards the (aiisfadtion of which I fpeakc ; bccaufe they willingly endure it 
for tl'.e louc«»fGad , bcfids other exercifcs more hcauie and irkfomc , which 
Kclipious difclplinc d< th require , as fafting , and watching, and other auftcri- 
tie. of the bodic , w l.ith ihcferuour anddcuotion of cuctic one doth inuenr; 
or eucr ie one's particular 1 nlUtutc doih put vpon thcm.To v\ hich w c may adde 
t!»c labour and t< ylc which ofiimes they vndcrgoc for God, and ilic good o6 
thcii Nujibour, day and night ;refufing no place, nor lime , nor feafon to 
do iliem good. And ihcfe things belong vnto the bodic. 

3. The functions of the mind arc more noble, and more apt for fatisfadionj 

fpcciaily the con'inual exercifc of al kind of Vertuc, as Humiliiie, Obcdicncci 

(Jui itit tow ards Gad , and men of al conditions; of which vertucs Religion 

is ful, not only encrcafing our reward by the pradife of them, but gicaily hcl- 

pingtothcpcrftCtbl utnig-outcfalfinnes , and chieflybythe denyalofour 

owtK w il y which eucric one dotii paitly pradlifc within iiimfclf , breaking 

and cutbing the violei.t motions of Senfualiiic, njortifying his eyes, and laft, 

and ot! cr Icnlcs , and inclinations , and is partly layd vpon him by hisSupC'^ 

Y*' Ivjcc li, ursan.lgoucrnours For by depending wholy vpon iheit wil, he cannot 

a ' i iM iT^ (hoofcbutliucinconiinual rcftraintofhis ownc wil, which is the hardeil& 

) : fr..', !c '''^ "' '^^ prt>fitablca<^ofpennanccthat can be \ bccaufc in eucrie aftof finnc, 

M.( <■( I'ui- llie wilot man rcieCts and contemnesthe wil ofGod ,and wilfr/lly followes 

j.^.uc. iiiiowwc couifcs,and confcqucnily vvc cannot malccGod better nor more 

ful 
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ful fatisfadion, thcnby dcliucringthcfatnc wil of ours , as the pattic that is 
guiltie,toGod, whonnit hath offended , bound .i$it'werchand and foot in 
the chaynes of our Vowcs , fpeci-Uly of Obedience ; that as it hath ouer- 
laflied by taking oucrmuch deiight in plcafurcs and paftimcs , it may make rc- 
compcnccacainc, by performing and enduring ihofc things which .ire vn- 
pleafant and didaflful. 

4. And certainly, if wccon/idcr the nature and intention of pennancc, Pcnninfc 
it is rather to be cxcrcifed in the mind, then vpon the bodic j for it is the ^^'''^^ '» 
mind that finneth. The mind commandcth the bodic andeucriepart therof, ^^^''°'T . 
and ftudicth the feueral waycsofworkingmirchicf,andconreciuently it dc- nlind \hcn 
fcruethal the puniHimcnt, fpcciaily fcinc moft /inncs arc commictcd only in vpon ihc 
mind, without anic acfl atal of thcbodici as the /inncs of Pride, which arc hodic. 
inanie, and of Enuic,and the like, and al thofc which pa(Ic only in thought,& 
inward confent toeuil; whereby we may fee that pennancc doth chiefly con- 
lill in pimilhing themind and wii i and that Religion isihcfiiteft , if not the 
only fit place for if. Wherefore S. Thom.u inthetreatife,which he wrote of f.n.r. re. 
Spiritual Pcrfc(^ion,favth wcl,that in Religion there is not only perfc<:^ Cha- «^ 7«'<'^' i- 
ii(ic,butpcifed Pennancc, and that no Satisfaction can be compared to the "^ '< ,^ '• 
pcnninccofRcliglousncopIcthatconfccratcthcmfciuestoGod \ andgiueth ^^li^.^'"' 
agood rcafon, bccaufc no man can be conelled to take vpon him a Rei'igious No'n in 
courfc, thoujihr hauc committed neuerfo manic enormous ofl'encesi in re- can ht- co- 
gaid that the works of Religion cxceede whatfocuer priuatc or publitk 1''"^'' '» 
fatisfa(5lloii.indpunii»imcnt which maybe due, or eucr was at anietime or ['''^ V'"y 
can be enioynedfor any offence. J."";;; ^^^^'' 

5. And nioreouer,twoihingsconcurrcinihi$kindof Pennancc, which courfc. 
arc not in anic other i and it is a thing worthic to be confidcred. For other 
works of pennancc, the Hiarpcr they are, are alfo the more cffcaual and fit TwotlnV-. 
to purge our fouics; and if they be mild and cafic, they arc the IclIcauayUb'c} ""^" P<^^"- 
Bui Rc.igjous Jifciplinc (which.if u cbclicue ^.ThowAf.h the grcatcfl kind of JJ'njf-.-n 
pennancc th.it can be ) is not (harp and terrible, but cafieandplcafanr ; for it ^hid.att 
doth not require ihat wcHiouM punilh ourfclues with much Jailing, longdif- not clfc- 
ciplining, vya.ching whole nights toi eaihtr,and fuch Jikcauilcriiics .which ^^^^c^*-*' 
eucric man's bodic or y cares is notable tobearc ,but rather it conliiUth in a 
hime rc/olutionof the mind, dcfpifing a] things of this world, ('cnying our 
ownc wil, and in Obedience; of the cafines andpleafamncs wherofwe fhal 
iiccrafrer fpeakc at large. 

6 And the hilic Canons giuc vs to vndcrftand as much : For wheras 
one ./tftulphto hadmurthcred his wife , VofcViui exhorted himfirft to be- ,,. ^ ,. 
take hiiijfelf to a Rcii.ious courfc ; that being ( as he fpcaketh) humbled f..o*</w. 
vnder thecommand of his Prda'C , and hoJpcn by the pr.ayers of minie Bre- 
thren , hemi:,ht obtainc mercy of God , but if he refufcd to take that courfc, 
be cnioyned him diuers!!rieuouspcnnanccs which he was to do contil 
"ually ; as, todrinkc no winc,tocatenoflelh, not tomarric, nor vfc tic 
baui , andmanie orher thin^js,which would affright a man to licare themj 
vyhercby wcmayguclfe how much caHcr it is to faiisfyc God in Religion 
then m the world ; and that it is done more fully , in regard of i he cbeditncc 
and humiiitic wiucii wcprofcllc vndcrour Supcriouri , and the help w hich we 
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hauc b) ihcpvayeisof ourf^iirUuil Brciluciv,wluchbcthcc\vocaulc> vvlwcb 
the i'c/.e tloiluoudi vpi n. 

7. I inally,tliat whicli S\ Gtr^ont ihc Ctut ( being fo famous a Doaourof 

the C lunch ) lioth teach, is imicii to be noted, as prouini;euiilcntly , that the 

abanilor,iui;orihcwoil(J,is not only the btll and moll holcfomc kind of 

fatia'-utiu , but in a manner neccHaiic fomctinus ; fpecially if wcbc dc(i. 

rous to (Iter a pcifcdt and intirc fatisfadUon for oui iinncs. For in a certain 

c; r,,-t Hoiiiilicdircoui ling vpon the words of i\ iohn iU/7/;//,t' at it is not fu/liciciit 

i/.-n. io //I t »doc woikcsof |cnnancc,buc "iVflrr/;/f ivo.^j cf p««4Ma',hc declares him- 

i.«4.i?. f^-if in i!j|- inaiiiia : If wcwil fpcakc < f woithicworkcs ot pcnnancc , wc 

niuit viu!crlland,that if there be anic bodic thathaih not done anic thing 

that is viilawfiil ,he dcfcrues to vfc lawful ihini^s, and follow workes ot 

vcituc, fo that, iflicwil, lie need notlcauc the world. But if one haucfallcn 

into fonucation , or adulteiic , which i:; worfc, he mud dcbarrc liimfeif the 

i.iorc fioin ihin[;s which arc cthcrwifc lawful i in rci^ard he cannot bat re. 

njcin btr lit liath done that which is vnlavvfuJ. 

y. y. lUnuitd ii ol the famcoj inion •, for amonj» othcrrcafons which he 
i»iiics,why aRcli.;iuus mannnill make account , that he owes hinifelf and 
hi', life whoIytoCJad , he rc.koncththis as one of the chiefcil : My fnincs 
" paU f fAyhhi ; J e rcqiiiic of mc n)y life to come , that I do worthic works 
•' i)f pcjinancf , aiidlHihink myfclf of al the daycs of my life in the bitierncj 
■ of my foulc. 1 hauc linncd aboue the number of the fands of the fea , and 
Miy Hnncs arc nuiltiplycd •, ai^d am not worihic to behold the heauen on high. 
' lh)\v therefore llial I number that which is without number^ how Ibal 
I fatisfye , where I flul be conflrayncd to make faiisfadion to the lall f:;- 
" thing -an 1 who vndctlhnds his (innes ? That heaucnlie Flute S.^mlnft 
' fiyth : I hauc found it eaficr to mcetc with thofcthat hauc prcferucd them* 
" fciues innocent , then that hauc done wocihic pennancc When therefore 
" tliou shalt liauc confccrated al thy life , al thy thoughts ,vvhatfoeuer thou 

- lull, or can{\ do, to this one thing , can it be anic tWnv^ ? or reputed anic 
thin ; wonh > A liilc before iliou iudft giucn thy life , for the life which 

- CLiiil aiie f tihcci andnowihcmcmoncofthy former offences demands 
•' iial againc. 

N. '■fi^ At (J. I Ic confi nic:h tlie fame thing an other way cIs where, faying , that 
!M/> Ljpt. u'henani.in hi h once cleft tothc world by finne, he mull quite forfakc 
hisowncvvil wlicrc.vitii he finned, and ihc world for whofc fake he fin- 
ned, if he wil peifcdiy fatisfyc forhisfinne; and thattiiis is afccond Baptif- 
•* mc. II s words are ihcfc : We haueniadeour fiidcoucnant voydc ;we hauc 
Hiined a ;ain(l thee , o Lord, obli in^ oui fciues againc to Satan & his works, 
" ini:tin,:our necks willingly vndcr thcyoakc rf miqiiiticiandfubicdtingout- 
fchic. to a moll mifcrablc rtaucric. And therefore, my Brethren, it is fitting 
w c iho.ild be ba; ti/.cd againc , we muft necellarily make a fccond couenanr, 
a fccoiid pi Icllion, and it is not enough forvsto renounce the Diuel and 
' lu> wnki, wcmufl alfo renounce the world and ourowncwil. The world 
" hc.'.uilcd V,, oui wilbetraycdvs. In our firflBjptifme , when our ownc wil 
' luJdoii'. Vinoharn^f , it was enough to renounccthc iJiuel •, butnowth*^ 
' \vcl;ai:c a^^parcntjy fnvaitcd for the allurements of tlic deceitful world , and 
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the vnfaithfulnes of our ownc wil , in thii fccond Baptifmc ofomconuerfion 
(aj r may cal it ) wc Ihal do worthily , and not y/hwiCcly , if we be careful, 
not only to renc^v the former couenant , buttoftrcngihen it , renouncing 
alfo and de. lying our aflcdions. Thusfarrc S.Bernatd ; and I find that other 
holic men hauc been al of the fame mind ; inuiting men to a K eligious life, to 
ihc end they may cafe thcmfclucs of the heauic wci.;hc of the ir linnci 1 as 5". 
}\'jm^aUHs , who pcrfwadcd Vae. f^rfeolui. King oiD4h,Att4, to icauc his king- 
domc.and torfakcthc world,iotheaftoniihment of almen , for a murihtr 
which he had committed. He pcrfwadcd alfo /7»4w««; todo thclike , who 
ivasfo great a fauorit of 0//;o the Emperour, that they fate at one tabfc and 
ivorcone an other's garments j but Vhamnm had put Crffcentisr, a Scnatour 
10 death , againll his faith and promifc giucn him j which was tic caufe he 
forfookc the world.The fame he pcrfwadcd with Count Ohbanus a great man 
in hamc ; w ho after tnanie hc> nous olfcnccs committed, being touched with 
icmorfe,camcto S.l{omu4l<U4^ his Ccllc with a great traync, and layd open 
hi< whole li(c vnto him. VVijcn the Sawt had heard him, he told him their 
was no way for him to be faued , bu: by fjprfaking the world . and entrin- 
into Rcii ;ion.Thc Count hauingqmte other thoughts in his head,w3s mucJJ 
tr.uiblcdiand calhn,; tohmi tiie Bull )ps & Abbots , which were in his corn- 
panic, he aduifed with them, uhether it were fo indeed •, and they anfuered 
with one voice, that S. RonuuUu^ had told l.im the vcric truth, and that fcaic 
only ha 1 Inndrcd them from telling him rhe fame thing before. Then Ol,Li, 
ninm piiuatc conference a ',rccd with the holic man, to forfakc the world, 
and in cflc-«5t did it not long after, to the great admiiaiion of al that knew 
nim. Whervpon wc may conclude, thai if any boJic find himfeif loadcn with 
linnes and dcfiictobc cleared ofthcm,ascueric one ou.-hr todcfitc andla- 
bourhn ,t,n.waycanbccompaiedtoaRchgiousc.nirfc,(ithcrinrc/ardof 
the ccrramt.c , or of the fwccine. .^fihcmcanes ofobiayniir paidon,and of 
inamcothtrpi.^itiucs, in which it doth excel. ' ^' 

Tie third fruit of R eligioji : Anficritic oflif. 
CHAP. XV. 

Eli;;ion hath a thiid commoditic , for which though m ft mco 
• liunnc u , yet it con'aynes manic great commodities in it, to 
u it that Rehgi. us \ cople hauc fo much occalion , and fomc 
Kindof nccffi^iie, .f dealing hailhly with tlumfdiics, and 
-.v^^^ aijiclmg their bodies : partly bccaufc the poueitie whiih 
ncy p. ttile do hmamanner enforce icvpon them, and partly bccai.fc 
J' unctions of Rciigkm a.c fomcuhat harlh , and dillaQful (o Sen/e. 
\h n \ \ : I 'c'i"^'' ^^y''* ^ '■•"?•"'' nud.uuon^ n ao ,'jl tf.or, ,f 
J /"w ; naih a fu-tiicr meaning , then of the Con'cmplation ofhe.i- 
n^a.^L^r' \ '^l '"" ^^^"""'^"'v cal Med.ta'ion Fcr whatA cuer die 
Uunu ki buhtd hi , if it be a rcllraiut toScnfc , and to ihg natural incli- 
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nation uhich wc find in ouifelucs continually crauing , is an afflidlion to 
the fledi, ami doth much quaylc and abate the liuclic vigour of the bodic. 
And yet ihisfcucriticbtings much profit with it, and firrt, by vfcoHiardand i 
nainctul tliings,our nature is moitifyed and kept From fl) ing outj iFwe pacn- 



ncv a:id dcalc gently with it , the crookcdncs and corruption thcrof is fo 

r rcac , that , as TH^its fpcakcth in his Canticle , tf f{i(kff'> '»«<^ If^^neib, wlen n 

li fjiiui v;,andvttcrly tcFufcth the obcJicnce which itowcstoicafon dcthe 

law of God. Wc may fee it more plainly in beafts^becaufc the force of nature 

doth ni( re liucly shew itfclf in them , in regard ihey arc led in at things 

niccrly by natural inclinations , let vs therefore confider what hapncth in 

in them, and take example by it. ifwc kcepahorfcin liable, and i,iue him 

his fil of oatcs,andtcrt, and keep an other atday-labour,\\iih all JwanceJitle 

enough lo liuc and be able to do the work wc shal quickly find the diffe- 

ren^e , For a horfe that is wcl kept and hi.,h fed . wilbe alwayes playing 

an J cutucitiii!^ » and a manshal haue much adoc to hold him in with a double 

bit Jieuilbc'runnin ",a.vay when the rider would haue him Ihnd, and lh)p 

and giue- back when lie should go on,andcann<>ibcfoi- machvfc, without 

a great dcalc of payncs and danger to the tider : But the horfe that is kept at 

rack and man;cr. is gentle enough , and v\il not greatly rtirrc: he wiifooner 

fink, then olVci to icliU, whatfoeuet load you put vpon him j you shal not 

need cotyc hini to make him Hand, and be quiet , but youmay lay thercynej 

on hiiiicck, and ftay him, orputhimon,orturne him with a word. Now 

certainly this inferiour nature of ouis^w.hich confilh of flesh and bloud, and 

of that which wccal Life,andSenfc,and Appctitc,is thcfamc vviih beads; and 

fo much the more hcadie in vs, then it is in them , inregard it isinfededanJ 

corrupt by finnc, from wliichbcafts arc free jfo that if we pamper it, and giuc 

ouifciucs to eafe, and a ful diet, and feed it with dayniies, andal manner of 

S. BtrnarJ. plcafurc, it mu(hiecdsgrow flubborn and vnrulieinvs , as it doth in beaftj, 

l^p. 1)1. and fomcwliat more , in regard of ourcorruption jbut ifwc feed fparin^lf, 

and liuc fobcr and continent, iiwil be alwayes gentle and at command. 

Whcrvpon V. fltinard fayth , ih*t the windthAtti accafiomuitoiinjfntift^ aridntt 

Ifol^.n Wr'/' the miuoif-^ of clifcfiine,i4t!meih much fiith ; where he daintily com- 

parcth the Soulc to a plot of ground, Aufteriiie to a fpa fc or mattocki for the 

ground cannot bcarc fruit, not only if we doc not fow it, but though it be 

i.ifof.r 4. nuiiful of itfclf, and be fowed , yet it muft be fonictimes digged and caft 

dttnun. vp , or els it vvil grow ful of weeds and br.imblcs •, fo our flclh ( fayth S, 

Leo ) vnlclfeii be broken with continuailabour , wil quickly with cafe and 

flouth brin.;-forth thorncs and brambles , and yeald fruit for the fiie, 

and not for the batnc And , to go no farther , as the ground , if it had 

fciife of feeling , would fuffer in the breaking vp , nnd yet muft bcaie it, 

Uh.f,ii, ^°'" ^^i*" S'^^*^ of itfclf , as wel as of the huft>andman ; for the culiiuating 

* of it , is better for the ground itfclf i fo though wc fcclc paync and diffi- 

cuhic ( fir 0141 flOi n not of bufjf , as wc read in Itb ) yet wc muft not 

leauc-.)f for tliar, but think that wc flial h.iuc an eternal and vnfpcakibic 

reward.fo: the fmal labonr andp.iyne we hecrendurc. 

1. To b.- fiiort.wc muft bcaic in mind, that we arccopofcd oftwofeueral 
fubilaiKci very diilacnt fii contrariconc to,thcothcrj thconcis of earth, anJ 
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confcquently bearcs cominually downc-wardi . towards the earth , dreaming 
ofnothiiig but carthlie things : the other, as it begun in vs by the breathing 
of God into our face, fo it isin fubiUncc light and'a^iue, rcfcnibling God, 
md in nature fpiritual , as he isi fo that, as in a balance when one fcalc ^"'* '• 
weighcth downc, the other rifcth , of thefc two parrs as one thriueth , the 
other pareih and fallcth away; which holic Scripture doth teach vs fajing; 
Thchodit whchiiC^nujit^dtfha^^tsudftdndWti^s^hdbWne ihefonlei and certainly ^'f- 9 if. 
it muft needs fink the more,thc more weight wegiucit. Wherefore that which 
5". Grf'onf faythis much to be noted, that the ioy of the eternal reward is not S.Grfvo^ie 
reaped in heauen, vnlellc firft m earth wc fow in bitter teares and fighs, accor- t. j. //ah. 
ding as it is written :G(;/«i^,(/;f> wetifandwepfyidflw^ their feed, Uutcouiin^^^hey « 
shaUome -n'lrh ioy^ be.trin^ their bundles. For as when the flesh rcfts, the fpirit ce 
faints ifo when the flesh takcih payncs, the fpirit groweth ftiong and able. « 
And as the flesh burnisheth with things that arc dayntie, fo the foulc is rayfed cc 
with that which is hard and rude. The flesh isbred-vp with delight; thefoulc ** 
groweth with that which isdiftafteful. Eafie things refrelh theflolh j harfli .* 
things excrcife the foulc. And ag.iinc, as hard thing's wound the flclli , fo foft .^ 
things kil the foule ; & as paynful things confutiic the flefli,fo things delight- « 
ful pinch the foulc. Neither ihal I need to fay anic more to this purpofe; be- <• 
caufc no man's authoiitie is greater then S, Gre^orie'sy nor could S, Ciegortt 
fpeake more plainly or more cfTcdlually in anie thing, then he hathdoncin 
this. 

5. But by this, \*'hich hath been rayd,it is euidcnt, howh.ippicathingitisto 
be in l{eligiofi\ where wc may pcrformcthat which i'. Vaulfayd of himfclf: 
Ichttflift mybodte , and brtn^it tnro fubiefiton j which is farrc from them , that 
h.me placed their contentment in a life ful of eafe and dayntics ; of which i. s.fi'rmri 
Berndrdfi>akc truly, when he fayd : A delicious life, is death, and thelhaddow /: 48 m 
of death; for certainly it bordcrcth as ncere vpon lKl,as thclliaddow is neerc '*•"*• 
the bodic wherof itisalhaddow. When a foule therefore hath once /Iiaken- 
of this clog, and maiftered the infolcncieof the flclh, which is the hand nialde, 
there arifeth another comoditic ; to wit, that the mind, which is by nature 
miftris , is enabled the more nimbly and chearfully to runnc the way of fpirit, 
and in a ftiori time to aduance itfclf greatly in the perfcdion of Humilitie, and 
Charitic, and al other Vcrtucs. For our foulc being a fpiritual nature and 
fubftancc , darke without vertuc, -»< the 2yrc is without light , but bright and 
ligthlfome when it is adorned with vertue; certainly in al reafon , it muft 
needs louevcituc more then anleearihlic thing ; in regard veituc is fpiiitual, 
and confcquently more like vnto it, and more beautiful, were not this defirc 
and inclination hindred by the lumpilhnes of the bodic ; which lumpiftincs 
being greatly diminilhed ( for it cannot be alcogcather fliakcn-of til we come 
tohcaucn)andtheburdenof this boilie folded into a fmal roome , and cafic 
to can ie . our foulc muft needs be, not only more light to runnc , but able to 
flycinpnrfuiteofwhatr>cucrisvertuousandprayfe-vvorthic. ^ ^^^^^ 

4. To which purpofeV. tr. fayth excellently wel,that Abftincncebrccdcih dc$,"ml^ 
chaft thoughts, reafonablc dcfires , holefome counfcis ; and by voluntaric io.m<.n. 
aftli<5iions , the flclh dycth to inordinate luft ; and the fpirit is renewed by 
venue. Itis recorded, that our Sauiour rcucalcd the like thing to 5. irdncit, 
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W hen he lu II cnircd vpon a iiuiUual life , faying to him : Ituncti , .-/^« to thyfd 
hdfHih/ns^Utrjjttedol tivft that are plcifit^ •,4'id contonnt And vtlif'f t'-yfdf a* much 
ai fl Qt (ati]i. An J \vc rcadcof S.Crt//;4r/«<of iifwrf,tltat ouv Sauioui fayd the fame 
to he; Anvil in ilic fame words . to wit , that Ihc IJiouM fcckc after hititr 
ihinL'sa"i if they wcic/u'«/ ; and tcMc fwett lliiiv.;s, as if tlicy wcic btiitr. 
Winch I, nth it(clf fpakc indeed to thcfc two Saints j but wcnuy take has 
fp.'kcn tocucricbodic. 

5. A ihii J conjmadiiic of AuQcrltic is , that it is the bell difpolition a S.^uJe 
Vf::i.\\.6. can put itftlf into, togainc fpritiial comfort, and plcntic of inward ioy.G/ .e 
JiJtf ti tli'sit il'.ttl'cTn-.v , an(hv:'>t fo il"^fc ihM hdue 4 bifur luri , fa) th tl)c Holic- 
GhoflinthcB>>okcof\Virionic. What is this fidcr , or tliis wine, but the 
r.^ccthckour of hcaiicnllc comforts, whcroftliewinc-ccller is fill. iiito which 
tlic SjK.ufcin ihc Canticles rcioyccd to fee hcrfclf admitted ? Tnofc therefore 
only ,tiiatbcfaJanJforrowfui,hauc|)artofihiswinCibcC3urc(ashoh'c tub 
{^iiicih vs :-» vndcrftand ) it is not found in tlie land of tiiofc that Hue at cafe. 
Ami our Sauiv>ur confiinicth it, when he faytli : lllefjfii.ne they fhdt mourt.e ^ 
Liidfi'c fbtv s'-il be coif'f^rttfl. Thh'is to be fad and tomourne, to cut-of from 
outrcluc'.\\lia.focuciisp!cafinc;toflelhandbloiid,andmaygiucconicnlment 
t ) our fuifcs , and on the oihcr fide , toembr.icc tluit vvnich is itkfonic to 
tlicm.iind doth rcllraynct! cm of their dcHrcs and inclinations. 5". Dernani 
expounding thofc woids of our Siuiour which arc written in S. lohn ( l^nUffg 
I -0, t'f1'4i4<.Ui shjt not cnm YfitQ jou ) fayiii very ucl , that tlic comfort 
v.hith his difci|Ies took in his corporal prcfcncc, was a barre vnio them, 
that they ccnild not rcceauc the fulncs of fpiiitual cr.iccs. Vpon which (ground 
lie difcouifctli thus very pcrtmcnilytoour purpolc :Tijc maniliat giucshim- 
ftlf to \vt rldhe p.cafurcs, and fnllo^\cs the allurements of the flelh , offinful 
li'.ih, fl.lh borne ami bred in (innc,inwliich there is no good j how dares he 
c\yca chcPaiaclci : IIc,l fay , \\ hois aUvaycsnayled vnto tliis dun^;liil, parn- 
p(!s his bodic, fovveth in flelh, &: fauours nou^^l.t clfc but flelh •■, dates he not- 
wichlt.uiding hope for cofv)M of ihchcaucnUc vilitation , that torrent of pica- 
furcs.tlic .raccol tliai vchcmct Spuit,whith (asTrutl) iirplfdothuitnc'} ihc 
A,'oltlc',could noireccauc logeaihcr with the flelii of the Wird Incarnate? 
N ) no ; he is fane s\ide,ai.ofoeucr ihinU that futh iieaucnJiefweetncsfan 
dwcl v.Ith ihisduit and allies, ortha: l)iuincB.iUamcbcte»npcrcd with futh 
wicked poyfon, or ihiri'.iace of the IIolic-Gholl withihefc flattcrinj; plea- 
r«irtb.I5y whichliigc tclliinoiiieof !>'. Bernanf^nt^d maiiieothtrsw hich niight 
behrou^^ht tt)tiie fame cfli(fl, it isplayne, iUai Carnal ft led fute is a maync im- 
pediment to a! fpiiiiual delights , and conir:u:iwifc ihcftiidncs of /^c//'<i«i 
'i'aili.'fijnify a great entrance theivnto. 

^\ LaOly 1 n)jy reckon am -ni; the commodities of an nuflcrc life t'lar, 

^ v,hi(.h istiic clpcf and ioial ofal oihcr commodnie5,to wit, Eternal Life, 
a'ld blille cuerl.dlin-. There is no other way thcrvnto , but the way of ihc 

, Croilc. Thisvv.y Chrifthimfclf our King , his Apofllcs anddifciplcs , and 
al Saints liaue wa/k-d . in labour , and patience , and continual moiiifica. 
ci II of ihtir bodies , <'cnying hccr their ou nc foulcs , that they might pof- 
fcllc 'h, m ctcinaily. That life , and that gh rie . is ihc Luatf^^eluai fem,t, 
v.hic 1 ii nut giucu but to fuch as hbm in iht yitnyrd \ it is the (n-n-wr, 
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vvliich is not bcftowcd but vpon thofc //m/)?^/;/ Jawfully ; it is the Viiy^e , w hic/i 
thofc only gainc, that doc rwAiwr, wc cannot r4/^«« togcather with Cluilland 
his .Saints, vnle(rewc/*/fr with them 7 v\c cannot )r.'/'f , but v\ hat wehaiic 
fcfven. I'cw words arc abundantly fufKcicnt to conclude this poir.t : Since jc 
bchoued tin irt to /i»jj/;y, and fo to f«/*r into the glotic which was bcfoic-hand 
his o\\ nc by fo manic titles ; how much more mtifl we expect to fuftcr , that 
we may enter into an other's gloiic, a gloric which by right wc haue as often 
Jo(l, as wchaiic finned ? But I know not what bjindnes'haih poflclled iran- 
kind , that , as S. Bunartl fpeakcih, fofiw wilgo After Clr'l)^ at.djer 4/ iVuklti 
com rnt$ htw ; thy care not to fe(/^e , whotfi iky liifirt te ji'fci ; they wohU f.ijne 
tHtrldf^f , iv/.'« w (/ cy Wil not foll'-AV. 

7. Let vs rather lurkcn to S, Uicfomt , who hauini» taken vpon him to 
p?ifvvadcone luliun ( a noble and wcalthic man ) to foifakethc w(rld, and ^ "'''^»'^ 
cmbiace a Kcli-ious life, in(i(lethchicfly vpon this argument: Iiishard', yea '^^ ^^^' 
itisimpoflibictoenioy thcgoodstliat are pufent, and a!fo thcfc that aic to " 
come 5 hccr to 111 the bcllic , and there to HI the mind \ to pafle from plea- ' 
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furc,to picafuic ;tobc firflin this world, and in the next \ to be 
and eaith renowned. 

K lUit why do wc Aandrehec^rfing the tcAimonicsof men , hauingthc 
Oracleofout Sauiourdire(!:tly for this purpofc? Wee be to yon ilutUuo^J ^be'caufe 
yoti ihal mtttrne amhvitp, Andagainc : Wo^ be vniopnthdt luut yetsAomf^rt tn ^""^• 
ihii n»j»/(/. And he cxplayneih his meaning by the^cxamplc of the rich Cltition^ 
cxprt/Iing no other caulcobiedted vntohim by ^brahjmhmtliir.: l\emember l.Hcii. 
th4t tl. OH iece4uc(l(ig«0(i things in thy Ufe^twie , And U r^utts in h{e mdnncr , euil, but 
now he is comforted^ and thou toYwenied. 

9. The fclf-fame he declared to S. Cjthetwe of Siena In a Vifion. For he The vifi m 
appeared vnto her , holding in each jjand a Cicwne , the one of thornes, <'f s.cm 
the other of gold and pictious Qonc , and made cfler of them both vnto '''"''" <f^^'- 
her : but vpon this condition , that which fjcuer fhcmadc choice of in this "'•''•''^'f.^* 
life, (he fhould be furc to haue the contraric in ilic life to come ; if hccr ."iJl,shi!!' 
jhcchofe thecrowncof gold , there Ihc fliouid haue the crownc of thornes; ' ^ 
if heerihemadccjioyccofthethorniecrownc.thercfhcflioulj be crowned 
with tiie other of gold. The Virgin, being truly wife, pieferrcd the crownc 
o{ thornes fo fane before the other , that taking it greedily with both her 
hands,fhcprcflcditfo hard vpon her head, that fhc felt the paync and marks 
therof fomctimc after. This wl)ith V. Catherine then did , al Religious peifons 
doal their life-timclong, while they prcferrc poucriic bcfoic lichcs , hari 
things before thofc which arc ealic and commodious-, manic cor(»oiaI incom- 
modiiies.bcforc the delights belonging to the bodic, before picafuic Ik ftcular 
libcriie ; vpon tins ccncial and certain pcrfwaHon , that /incc no man can 
Jookctocnioy both k.nds of plcafurc , it is farrc better to want the prcfent, 
then thofc that arc to come i the temporal , then the eternal. Among whom 
we may leckon that TAfcr/oif , who v\ as difciplc to great V.tcloniii,i. lie being '^htoJoms, 
borne of parents that wcie noble andiich , at a certain feall in his father's 
hoiifc,vvhcnhcwashimfclfbut fouretcen ycaresofagc, began amidft thofc 
fcfiiualioycs , tocafl in his mind, the honour, and weahh,and pleafures, 
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and commoditks in which he had been bred and borne ; tnd the Diuinc infpi- 
ration concurring wiih his thoughrs , he fayd wichin himfclf : Mifcrable 
" wretch that 1 am ! what wil thefc ihort and fading plcafurcs auaylc nic , if I 
" muft Iccfc the eternal ? for this is the rule of God's ordination , that no man can 
" enioy them both. And fetching a great figh , pcnHue concerning the point of 
his faluaiion , he withdrew himfclf from companie , to the farther part of the 
houfc i and proflrate vponthe ground , with manie tcarcs befoui;ht God to 
teach himhisblclTed wil ; and from thence forward laying afidcal commo- 
dities belonging to the bodie. he lined in his father s houfc the life of a Monk, 
til not long after he bctooke himfclf to the condufl of S. Va^homm ; vndcr 
whomhcarriued in (horttimcto that height of fanditic, which ihcfc rat^ 
beginnings did promife, 

rh fdurth fruit of Religion , that It tak^th 
n-\\\ty al occdfon of fnnc, 

CHAP. XVI. 

He Diuinc Wifdomc by the mouth of King S4/#w« dothgiuc 
v$ warning, to lutrdt m hutt tviih al fdftne , and dihgtrice ; 6f- 
cjtife liftdi^ih ftrocetde frm it \ giuing vs to vnderftand , that 
whofoeucr hath not this cuftodie ouer his hart , dial certainly 
,.^^-^ u- I'^o^c hislifc, feinglifedcth proceed from the hart. Nothing 
isdc.ircr to man then life i and the truer the life is, the morcdearc it ought to 
be vnio vs \ and confcmiently the fpiritual life which our foule dothliuc 
( a life eternal, like to the life of God and his iiolie Angels ) ought to be 
much dearer vntovs, then this corporal life , which ispctiibablc and vncer- 
tain , and which the veric flyes andbeaftshaue. And if webclieuc S, fitrimrd, 
there is a fpccial neccflTuicof fctiingaguacd ouer our hart and foule; in refpcft 
that the caftleofour Soulcis fcatcd in an enemic-countrie,and alfaultcd on 
fo:ric(idci and therefore oneueriefidewc muft alfo place ourgU2rd,thatis, 
ftand perpetual Sentinel, andmainiaine a continual and diligent watch ouer 
it . 5.(/rr£;or/>rcflc6ingmoreparticularly vponthisfcntence of the Wife-man, 
fayth , that he aduifeth vs to kecpe our hart with il diligence \ bccaufe , if a 
cittie be fenced withamightie rampire, and waJlcd about with a ftrong wal, 
and watchful Sentinel Hand on eucrie fide of it, and one onlic paflagcbe left 
tlircugh negligence without a guard i doubilefle the enemie wil make his en- 
trance there , though eucric where els he be excluded. In vaine tlierefore do 
we guard the reft , if one place be left vnguardcd , whereby we lye open to 
the enemie. 

1. Wiiercforc it behoueth vstoconfider carefully, which be the gaps and 
jiaflactes , tluough which ourfpiritual Enemie may cither by open violence 
and allault enter vpon our foule, or by craftie vndcrmining creep into it. Thefc 
gaps,arc al cicaturcs of this world : they are the weapons, witli which he doth 
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rvvarrcagainft VS j if he be difarmed of thefc, he hath fcarcc anie thing 
im , wherewith to giue vs an alHiult. For. the Diud of himfclf is (q 



make 

Uk him , 

vijlie and wicked , that there is hardly a man to be found fo defpcrately 

naui;ht , that doth not liatc and deteft him •, fpecially feing no man doubts , but 

that they that feruc him, muft looke for nothing but cueilafting mifetic in the 

life to come; wherefore finding himfclf to be fo much abhorred by eueiic 

bodie , lie hath no other means to enuei'glc the harts of men, and winde them 

into his fnares, but by offering them fuch things as he knoweth are plcafing 

to nature. Whervpon S, ^u^ufitu likeneth al vifible things ( which, as the $. ,^ui„l. 

Apoftlc fpeaketh,4rf/w/>«r4/) toafi/Iier'jhookcifoiasthefiih is glad while ''' '^vr" 

it fwnlloweth the bay tc , and fpieth not thchooke ; but when ilic fiflier drawes ''"//"•". 

his line, it is fii ft tormented within, and foonc after,fromihcioy which it '' ''' 

had , it comes to deftruction by the veriebay te , of which before it did fo much " 

rcioycc : foitfareth with althofc thatefteenielhemfclucs happic by ihetem- " 

poial goods which they polfclle. Tliey hauc fwallowed a hookc , and go away " 

witli it in tiieii bellies i but a lime wil come , when they wil fcele how great " 

torment they haue fwallowed in their grecdincs. What remedic therefore is " 

there, and wiiatcourfc to auoide thefc hookes, of which ^..//i/^ft^/rtfpeaketh? «,'),„„,,,. ^1,^ 

The remedic is not fane to fee kc : we muft fluinne the bayte , which hangs iM^tc -uid 

vpon tlic hookc , and we Ihal cfcapc tlic danger. If we be grecdic of ihe bayte, ytc O.al 

wc cannot auoyc'c the hookc that is hidden vndcr it \ that is, eternal dcatli and [^ -^l'^ tl>c 

perdition. Al things of tiiis world be the Diuel's bayte : Honour, power, pre- '"°**°' 

ferment, wealth, and trading, wife and clildicn , and mt to ftand reckoning- 

vp eucric particular, wliatfocuer iscrearcd , whatloeuer is vndcr God , or not 

dirrdly tendinis to God, ferueth him for a bayte to catch vs-, God alone, and 

ihofc ihings which are iinmcdiatly for him, are the only good things, which ca 

not be euil , nor vfcd by the Diuel to our dcftrudlion. Al other things , bccaufe 

they may be good, and may be euil , may alfo be eafily wrefted by him to 

ouerthrovv vs , and in them he doth lay his fnares •, fo that we canncjt take a 

fafer, nor a readier courfe tofaueourfclues, then ifwc fliunnc tlicmal. And 

this aduanta;;c the Diuel hath in the world. He is fearful and ful of deceit, 

and doth willingly lay wayt in clofeand fliadov\ilh places; inihcplayne and 

open field, he can di» nothing ; fuch as Religion is j the thief i^loricwhcrof 

is, thatithath nothing of this world, 

J. The things themfeluesof this world breed no lelTe dan ver vnto \S'yU)^ 
naturally they are of that temper & c6pofition, that if a man once meddle wiih 
them, he can hardly Ihake them of againe. For, as thefamcS, . Vw^w/Z/wfaytii, 7j,i loutof 
tlicloueofcarrhiic thing's is birdlime to ourfpiritual wings ithou coucteft to e.u(!.!y 
haucrhem ,an.! thoudcaueft to them. W//' vc:i ^tut mtriti'j^r^l a Jeht } when ''"".;^ '■ 
wilt thou flic where thou mayft truly reft, fcing thou hall wickedly taken- j'''^'"'^' 
vpthyrcilhccr, where thou linfully cicaueft? «^ ^u-ufl. 

4. S viicuil fay,thisistrucoftheloueofearthlieth;ngSibuiifamanpof- Ur.^x'^Ut 
Allct!iciiar»ddonotloucthcm,hcmayerape. i btn'Mu (aman experienced >'>^ '^'"' 
intl.i':a)Klalothcrfpiritualihings)flialmakeanfwtr!Th''chitficalon, why ^ *'" •^'' 
nifij Ih.m.a fly riches, is , becaufe they can hardly yra iKuer be poJlellcd ^f „V/'''" ' 
t.ie(n,bi.t tScy mutUouctiic. Not only our exieinaj but<.Mi iniLin.i' lubilan..c 
is »oo too llimic &i like glucj and the hart of maudoih c»uily t.i;.;; 10 that wh.t h 
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itolicavfcili. He fay th, the hart of man doth cafily cicauc and flick to eucric 
thin;' v.Iiicliit vfctlrA' wcfindcitfoby Jaylic experience. FonliCYcrichouft 
wi.iLliv. r \k todwclin , tliccitticortowncu'lictc '/cliaue made our abode 
{■oraiiict!iric,tliccomp.inic\\it!i whom vvcvTc to conucrfc, the trade or couife 
of Iifg w Vu\\ wc liauc been wont to hold, doc woi kcmightily v^ionour aft'cc 
tioii , aiu! \.ccaniio:chnorc but lone them iv/c doc not perhaps find it, lil we I 
h.u!c oc ca(ion to parte and Icauc them , but then wc fccic the trouble, & gricuc. 
.Sein^;tlicrcfi re tlicfc crdinarie thini;s, vvhichofthcmfclueshaucno^^rcaiin- | 
tifiii^i; vcrtuc, do notwitldlandinii workc fo forcibly in vs by vfc and cullome, ^ 
and breed kin loftyc ^ lincl.'.of fricndiliipbctwecnevsandthem, a> iheicii ! 
I r[\vccnc fiicnd cv' hicnd i how much more forcible wil chc operation c-f tliofc I 
i.'uii ;sbc, w hich c.iriic witli them the face of ncceflltic and dch'^;ht, as wealth, j 
]i')nour,andth.cliI:cr Tv.n cuiis ihwrcforc doc fniiu;; ouccf the v(c andlouc ! 
of r'.crctlun:',s ,louc I'icccllaviiy followinj^ihc vlcoftlicm : fiifl ,byocc.ilion ' 
of them , manic ^lea: linnes arc Committed-, as fobbeiici , vfuric, deceitful ' 
ba; ains {Ihou.'JmIic iliiifl ofauaricc^dillcmblinT , flacteric , nandcis,ani j 
niariiooch;rviv,v v hie acts,! lunu/Ji ambition ami defire of honour, feconJiy, 
i!i 'iL;li i;-, ihe jv.'.rfurcf.f ucahh ,orlu)noin', and the like, wcdonocliniiciyci I 
\\\\\W wc ;irelu)r in t!icclia!"e , rr quiet in thcioytiilpollclTIon of fuch thing>, 
t'.cy !l >j.tlic c -.uvfcof our mind t> God-ward , andeitlicr wc lunnc nut it | 
al , 01 r)hcau.!\ ■xwX \\ lu ly ^ that it isfoUyetofay , wc runne. 

•;. Whcrtf 'ic i.(i/f;;(;>if fayth wcl, iii.it tiigcommoditics of this life arc j 

iilvfjuic to nlSpiiit'ialmcn, becaufc tliey know that tlicy aic a clog to ilici 

inwaid dtfirc^. Ar.d dfe-wl'dc hejjues thii reafon : Our foule can ncucr be | 

, without fonicdc-r.-htifoveiciicr it pleafciliitleU'inbifcaiulvtivvoitineth 

, oiin tilings 111 -haiulwonhici and ihenv lecarnell it is ii] thcpiofecution of I 

, lii;-;lithn).;-; , the more it loathcth the inferiouriand the hoterit is vponthe j 

dc(ircoft!.cii;rcr!our, themoredamnablcistliccold te|iiditie, with wiuchic [ 

, I'octh abou: :!KiM;^hcr. Tliefetwolouescan not dwclinonc hart : thecornc | 

, ol fupciivil (Iharitie cm not v,row , where ilie thoines of bafe deli;ht ^ 

ch )auir. I <;r c.infirmatton of wliich r!yin^^of6'.Grii'f7/f , ue may adde, that I 

iiv:n,i.tJ(pcr.dini;i(felf vpon outward tiun.s, doth as ir were wander abroad I 

outof i ff-ii ; np.djhefanher it wandcrethfiomiifclf, the farther alfo it "octh 

■ omtron» God ; Ic. v.ifc thckin 'domcofGoil is within vs. Whicli 9. jIhi^m 

bcwaylcd in l.in.fi If n, th.cfc wt'tds : Rciudd , thou wert v. iihin, and I vvitli. 

i)Ut i and tlure I .-.as fctkingtljec,and fei fuwic vpon tijcfc beautiful thiiiijJ, 

uhiclithou hadll m:u!e. Thou weit witii mc, and I w as not with thcc jthofc 

ti)in4s withhcKl mc fane from thee, wiiich could n^t be, if they were not in I 

tiice. ^i". jlu^yjvi knc'.v not this , nor felt it, wiillc he u as in it \ but vndcr- ; 

Itnod it then, when infj ired by God , he withdrew l.imfclf ffom al creaturcj I 

uitoGoJ. An 1 the like iianneth tocuciicbodiciliat is plumicdinthdouc ol' 

cauiilicthin I b \ 

6. Rcli.; 
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. people therefore haue thiscommoditie, that they (\ot as it 

!cM''\v f the axe cut-of al rliefe rubs and dangers, when ihcy 

a a,; !on alt! in 'S-, and this nukes it talic for th.em to i;uard their 



Ini t V, '-' a' 11 inner of cuflodic and diligence , as the Wife-man adudcth. 
An I ,-. c iliil ii:ijni.r ihcgrcatncs of this commodiuemuch marc plainly . i< 



Our nature 
is weak, 
w Ken it is 
to encoun- 
ter Scnfc. 
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wc confuler how weak and feeble our nature is , when it is to encounter 
Srnfc, and fight againft ihofc affcdtions^ which arc, alwaycs more violently 
iiirtamedbyihcprefcncc ofihefcnfibic obiedl j of v\ hich weaknes wc may 
cafily find the reafon to be, becaufc while our foule is enclofed within our 
bodie, and folinckcdvnto it that they make one man, the things whieh our 
Scnfesasmellcngcrsdobring vnto if, mud needs make great imprefllon in it. 
Wc find it in the paflion of grief, and ioy, and fearc , and the refl \ which arc 
moft violent, when the caufc isprefent. A mother is more violently tranf- 
portcd with grief, when flic fees the dead corps of hcv fonnc lyc before her 
fcfft, then when llic hcaicsof his death. And they that go about to comfort 
them th.it arc inforrow .arccarcful that nothing come in fight, which may 
rcfrdli the mcmoiic of the thln^, for which they grieue. Wherefore a<: 
grief, and anger , and other pafhons are fooncr and more violently flirreJ 
by the prefencc of their proper obicc^s i why Ihould not the fame alfo happen 
inloucpdoubtleflevpontl.c fight of a thing that is beautiful, it is alfo much 
more inflamed. Religious people therefore take a holefomc and profitable 
courfc,tohidcand fequefler themfelues from alearthlic things , of whit h 
the continual light cannot choofe but llirre men vp to louc them ,and 
nourifli the fame' louc in them. For if to preferuc ourfclues chafte and ho- 
ncfl, it is not only profitable , but a nccclTiric means , fa tmtr coueu4Ht with Id. ji. i 
our tjes, as holic/o/'(pc.\kcth of himfclfi rel mc, I pray , why the famefliould 
not alfo be of force in cuerie other pdfion of the mind or bodic ? For that 
which hapneth inthatloue, which Chaftitie doth wiihil.md and vanquilfi, 
hapneih in al other kinds of loue-, whether it be of money, or honour, or 
pleafurc, to which auaricc , or ambuion , or intemperance doth incite vs. 
T.icfc kinds of louc mud in like manner ofnccefliticbc tiuich more ind.uncj 
by the fight of gold , and the glittering of a purple robe , and the touch of 
pleafure, which\ScnfcdotJialfccl;and contrariwifc , if none of thefe thing? 
euer approach before our eyes , the louc of tliemmufl needs grow daylylellc 
andlcfie, andatlall be wholy cxtinguilhcd. 

7. To which purpnfc S. C'yinidn(o^ whofoeueris the Authouroftlut Trea- 
life ofthe Single life of th.cClergie) faythwcl, that the farther a man is from 
aducrfitie,t!ie Ie(Ic hcfeelcsit ^and he that comes not where there is much 
pleafure, is leflc (lirrcd to i)lcafurci and he that fees not riches,,isleflc tempted 
uitii auarice. To me it fccincs too violent a thing for a man alwayes to hauc his 
eye vpon that which is delightful and plcafing , and flii to flriue and ouercomc 
himfclfin abftayning fromiti and it Cannot lafl long ; for it is an old .*?ayin^'; 
receaued tuen .unon-^ Philofophersy that No rioltnt thw^u thttUflina^. Wc fee 
it with our eyes, and experience it dayly within our felucsin the con^bat which 
wefuffcrinoucrcoiningour appetite and delight in meitc. For if we be at a 
f«lboard,fct-furth with v.irietie of day ntiedintescutiounydrcned.thcyret fuch 
ancdgevponouritomack,that wc hauc great diflicultic to temper onTfcIlie?, 
^ fi.id it very h ird to catc w ith that moderation , that we exceed not the limits 
of itnijicrancc & fobrictic : But if a man come not to board , then it is eafie to 
aldl.iync J becaufc the thought ofthcfelffamc things doth not fo whet our ap- 
pcute,as doth ihe fight of them ; & the fame may be fayd of al other things ;fo. 
tlic natiuc of out dcfirc & paiTion is ihc raQic,6c the force of Scnfc i s alike m al. 
■ " .Mi ». 5'. 
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y. v/fur. 6. ^' ^' -''»i"/'"» ii^ ^^'s Confcflions relates of^ili^ns a p-idagc cxprefling Iju^ 
Cinft/^.3. ly tha: now wc fpcakc of. This jlUfnui in foimcr times was much taken 
witJi an itching ilelirc offcini; the fword-fi-hts or fcncing-gamcs, and fuch 
vAi.^iUt, like fpovf;, ami being rcclayrncd from that maJncs by i', ^//o'w/'"'* continued 
hisi;o')J rt(.)lu:ionaloni;tiiueitiI onccfalhng vponfonic of his companion?, 
lie was lead by them witUariicndlicvkindof violecc tothc fencing-game ; yet 
he wcnt\ iih pmpofc to keep his eyes limt al the time , and not to behold 
anic thii;;4 tl:ac pallal. He did To for a while, but vpon fome accident or other 
of the g.iinc , tlicpco[>Iegaue a great {Iiniit, and he could hold no Ion 'er, 
but lifu\l-\ i> l.ii eyes to fee wlui it w.is, thinking within himfclfto contemne 
it, uhatfitiici itfhould be. But iihapucd fauc othcrwifc; for as S.jiu^ufim 
fpe.ikeih, he bcliehl it , andgauc a Ihout •, and was tianfportcdi and from 
tlicncccairicd away iliat madncs with him , which netlcd liim to icturne, not 
only with t'lofc by whom he had been draunc thither , but more eagerly 
then they, himilll dra a ing others alfo after him. 

<;. This \-. hiJi dcceaucd ^//;;mi atthc^v^ oidplaycs > hath deccaued and 
doth dcccauc in.inic otiicrs dayly in fane vvcrfc ihinL;<;. it is more then the 
v.cakncsofinaii can wclaway wiih, to abide the shock of the allurefncnlj 
which do conf:ontv5,fpeciaiIyifthcfigIit continue any thing long;for though 
uc ibiJc thcbiui.t for a while , yet cither we grow negUgent andlayafidc 
our armour , or v.c gro.v wcaiieof the battail and caft al quite away , andfo 
arc ealiiyouci come, Wiicicforc tlicaduifcof S". B4/// is none of the word ; to 
'/ • wit, not only to bridle our invvar<ipafnonsand dcHres , but to auoyd the 
meeting with thofc external things which may rubbe vp on our deHres , and 
darken our iuugemei.t and vnderllanding , and fo rayfe trouble and warcc 
within vs. For it isil, but pardonable, tobc oucrcomeina wane, which an 
other rayfethagainft cur wil: but to bring trouble voluntarily vponourfelucs, 
and to thrull outfclucs vpon mifchicf w hen wc need not, fcarcc dcfcrucs cither 
partlon or }i:tie. | 

10. By al .vhich as wc may cuidet'tly difcoucr the danger of a Secular lifc^io 
we \>\x\\\Vf fee the happines of a Rcli^;ious (Utc , in tha: it is fequeftred from 
p .(Uir. )n,vfc,and tralfickwich anicearthlie tiling, and confequently neither 
the creatuies ihensfclucs which they hauc ca/liecrcd , nor the Diucl who 
workes vpon vs by mcanes of creatures , can hauc accc/Te to defile their har». 
Wherefoicv. MA,*rms fayd wcl, tlu.t this general renunciation of al thing?, 
doth not only inuitc , but cvinftravne vs toYccke heaueniie things J and that 
this isthechicl'ieafon, why Chriaaduifcthvs toforfakcour kindred, and to 
fcl al , and ;;iue it to the poore ; becaufe knowing that the Diueldoth vfe tlicTc 
tlun^s as inll runicnts to withdraw our thoughts to carthlie things , he bids vs 
leauctlienial , to the cud wc may perforce fcckc hcaucnlicihincs, andkccpc 
ouriiarts fixed vpon God. 
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I Nother great benefit of a Religious Qatc , much importing 
^ vs towards the eternal welfare of our I'oules is the Cv)mm;j- 
ditic of attending to the knowledge and due confidciatioii 
(Tal that which may conccrne the wel-ordering of our life, 
I andattayningcfSaluation. Tijcre be tliofctiiat hue in the 
world as if they had no foulcto fauc •, fo wedded to things 
prcfcnt , that they do not (o much as dicamc of what is to come heeraftcr, 
iiortakcaniecareof future things; they neiicrcondder , who they are, and 
froniwhcncc,or what wil be their end ; they think not of the way they walk, 
andwhiiiicr at lafl it wii bring them, if they continue tviliue after the man- 
tier they hauc begun •, though it import them more to confidcr it , then anic 
other bufinesthcy haue in hand. And lining ilius in perpetual ignorance of 
Spiritual things, and of what focuerbelongcih lothcferuicc of God and the 
good of their ownc foules, tiicyrunnc headlong into moll gricuous finncs, 
andrceitnot(pooreroulcs)norfcclcitnotilnfomuchtliat the Prophet lUtrC" 
nut dothwith grea< reafon make thisthcfolc caufcofalthc mifchief.which 
is in the world : I'ht who'e uti1> n vittrl^ tleftUtr^ btc4ii(e »o bvd/e doth Leihih{ htm^ 
ftlfinhis har fythc frame and building of out Saluation depending in a nianncc 
vpon the aitcuiiue and diligent confidcratfonofthofe grounds of our life, 
which 1 mentioned. For confidcration breeds knowledge, knowledge loue, 
loueadefire and endeauour to profccutcthofe things which wc know and 
h'ue, ami to Ihunnc the contiaiic. And ifvscbc dc/iious tovnderltand the 
manifold fiuits of Confidcration, S". lUrndrcl i\oi\\ fee thcmdowiic ar lar<',c ia 
the Bjokcs which he wracof that fubiect to Pope /■-M^piKi-, where among 
manic other things, he fayth thus : Confidcration purifyeth the foun- 
taine, that is,tlic mind, from which it fpringeth , itmodcratcthouraffc(flionsj 
itguidcth oura<flions. itreformcthcxcellcs, it giucthftaycdncs to oui beha- 
uiouti credit and order to our life i and cncrcafctii knowledge of Diuinc and 
humane things ; It dillinguiflieth things which arc confufcd , vniicih them 
that arc diftra(5icd;gathcreihthcin to cather that arc difperlcd i dine, h int<» 
fecrets ;fcarcheih-out truths , difcufleth that which is probable , difcoucicih 
that which is fayned andcountcrfet ; It fore-calleth what is to be jIoi.c, iv cxa- , 
mineth that vviiich is done; tliat nothing may remayne vncorrcct in the minJ, 
or wanting rcfofmaticn In profpcritic^it forc-t.dUth what ailucifc thing 
niav happen ; in aducrfiiieit uatcc fceleth that which hapncth ; in the one '. 
praaifin-; Fortitude,in the other Prudence. Thusfayth S\ Bemm/, 

2. It \% n.>ttherefoicV«ard to vnderftand,how great benefit R.ch\»ionbrin- 
geth to our foules, by continual confidcration A pradtifeofheaucnlie things. 
For as in a' other things there be feueral arts and methods, whereby to come 
Co the perfcdlioii of that which wc apply ourfcJucsvnto,as,ihc feueral lludics 
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ot clic La V .otlM^ylick, of Philofophic, aud the like-, ("o uc may tiuly 4ai 
worihilyc.U*Kc.l;ionthc arcana nicthodof knowii^^GoJ.and vndcrlhn. 
ain'thofcthui-ivvluchbclongtohislcfuicc.not by bare fpcculation (fot 
nrmc ccit.unly iliat haucJiad muchpiofound fi'cculation .docburncinhcl. 
fic but with ihc atltctionsoffcarc and louc, in ul)ich the maync bufinej 
doth conlill. Whcrcforclctvswci-h allele, ahat helps Ilcligion artordcthto 
a:taincto tins kno.vicdgc , and with c.tfc and f.tcilitic to compaill- it. AnJ 
iitlt it ficctli vs fioni external occupations, and worldliebufmellcs , which 
arc cucr a qicat iiindrancc to the ftudic of hcaucnlic Philofophie-, and, as S, 
Orforit f.iyih wcl , I'ht multfUcifie of c.trcofeurthLe fhin^:^^ bliiuUth , becauftkl 
holdtih rccupydi For ihc Nature of God ( though \yc were al created to be- W 
' Ijoid an.l contcnjplate it) is fo fice and fcjuratc from al connexion with;i 
in.itcri'.lthingsaml withal fo difticult to vndcrd.ind, and farrc exceeding our J 
c.inAciiic ( .A'tl/iw^^ , as the ApolUe fpcakcth , m a Ui,[t ifuca^ible } that vn. ][ 
Idle oiiv nfmdbcby muchlAbi)Uicultiuatcd andpurifycd, it cannot poffibly '| 
aniueto conccaue wh.u it is. To which puciiic al eaithlie things are contra. 
. ric. I'oc bcin'4 of thcmfducs corporal , hcauic, and lumpilh , tiic more one 
' bulicth his »Vuul with them, the more hcaiiic andcarihic it «;roweth : fo th« 
on the one lidc it cannot rayfc itfclf andafccnd towards God, in rcj^ardof 
the wcl'^htofearihlic things lyin'^; hcauic vpon it , and becomes on the other 
fide more vnwovtliic, andlcllc dcVcruing, thatfuch Infinite Puritic, as Goi> 
ii,j1iould lloope and defccnd to it; for, as S.Grt^nric notcth, the mind can- 
not rayfeitfclfon hi j;h,ifit be continually bulled in tumultuous cares below, 
I or what can ic be able to atcaync«vnto conccrnin^^ God, being occupyed, 
which, wiien it is moft at cafe and quiet , doili labour to '.onccaue alinal 
portion of him ■, fo that the Vfshnill faylii wcl , TJyt It4[ure, iind fteilw I m 
Cod. lot he that ncglc<fitcih to attend at Icafurc vponGod, hidcth from him. 
fcif the lirht of his countenance and fight , by his ownc verdict aai 
opinion. 

5. Moveoucr , iliccaic ofcarihUc things is intricate and mingled vvlttj 
fo nunicbufmcllcs ,«hat it drinkcih-vp al our time, and giues vs no rcfpit 
to think cf hcauenlic things; the Diucl dealing witli the fcruants of thiJ 
world ,as King VhutAo dealt with the Invti in AL^ypt, For when they fpalct 
of going intoihe Dcfcit to offer Sacrifice to God,and told him that God haJ 
io commanded, he doubled their day-labour in loome and draw, and oucf* 
ciiargcdtlKin with w<-ik, that they might not hauc leafuic fomuch as to 
think ( r proicu aniefuth thing, fo the Diucl llil vrgeihand ihruftcthncoj>i( 
of the wiiM vpon fome new bufincs or other , that he may the cafycr di* 
ucit their minds Irom ilicholcfomc thoughts of their .SaIuation;3nd,whichi< 
moil j ittiful , they thcmfducs hcape vpon their ownc f houldcrs new boirden* 
and to) Ifome labour \ and it is not time only that is lofl in than , but iheif 
nundisfo tornc in pieces withfeuctal occurrences, and lirofc vvoilJlicanJ 
tc:)ip> lal , that ic loofcth thcllrengih and vigour fot fpiritual things jwhkb 
is a iarrc greater loilc. i', Crt^one handlctli this point excellently wcl inHi5 
I'alloral, declaring how man's hart isoftimcs fobcarcn and tolled with fol- 
licit* us carcof fcijcial things, that bcingconfulcoly diuidcd intomanIc,iliJ 
i\ut able to attend to cucric one in paiiicuiar. Uhctefoic a ccitain vvi^ 
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man ( fayth he ) dothprouidcntly admonilh CAy'inii,: My fonnejer not ihy afiient 
Itininnmt j to wit , bccaufe the mind that isdiuidcd into iiianie things, can- 
not wcl colled itfclf to attend to particulars jaiulbcing drawne abroad by 
iinmodeiatc care, it Iccfcth thefoliditieof holic feare within .cartful in or- 
dering external things, but ignorant of itfeJf; knowing only how 10 think 
of manicthings , not knowing itfclf; and entangling itfclf niorcthen needs 
in external things { as it were bulied in other things vpon the way ) it for- 
i^cttcth at what it was ayming •, and not caring to feaich intoirfcJf , doih 
riot wcijh the lolIc itfclf lufbyncth , nor know how manic wayes it fay- 
Ictli. Wherefore fcing external bufintflcs do bring fo manic hindrances to 
n fj^iiitual life , as S. Gte:cric haih rehcarfcd, and manic moic; a KeJjgi lis 
flitc being free from them muft needs enioy perpetual (jiiitt , ncucr 
iiHcrrupttd with worUllic care; that we may giuc ouifcluci wholy to &hc 
ci'Ttrmplation , louc, and fruiiion of God , as much as iniiiis mortal life 
tanhe.itcayncdvnt'\ 

^, S, Ikinartl in one of his Scimvni to Ms Hicihrcn , cxtollcth 
this coniinoditic of a Religious flatc , as contiyning manic other com- 
modities in it, intlicfe words : Hcer the charge of bringing-vp children 
doth not lye vpon you , nor the care how loplcafea wife. Ilccr you think 
not of fayrcs and markets , nor of Secular bufincll-s ; you need take no 
tht uiju i.ciihcr tor diet , ncrapparicl ; you arc free in great part from the 
nralitf of the day , and follicitude of this life ; fo harh God hidden vs in 
the hidden place of his Tabernacle, S. 'l'hotnash'\s diicourfe vpon this fiib. 
icct is more fiil, Inewing how a I'tcular life is troubled with three forts of 
vr.qitictncs : liill , in getting , kcej»ing , and difpoling of external goods, 
wh'ch c.nnot but be alw.iycs accompanied with inhnit care and toylc. 
From tliis m >11: roylcf nic ar.d hcauic binthcn , the profeflion of Reli- 
gious Poiicitie doth free vs. The iccond kind of trouble is inthcgoucrn- 
mcnt of w itc and children , that niufl be maintayned , and bicil vp , and kept 
from ruiiiiin>uiit into futh viccs,as green ycaves avc ajt to fal into. And 
the prcfcnt care is not enough , bur the future mull be prouidcd for, 
that they want not when their' paienrs le dead , but may liuc , and main- 
taync thenrfducs according to their degree; which makes there is no 
ciul in worldlic people of heaping-vp wealth , .md cnerealing their eflate. 
This cndles trouble and niolcftaiion , the Vow of Challitic doih cut 
cir. 1 inally , the third , and mofl iroublcfome care of al, is, how to go- 
iicu.e our owne life and aciions ; whcrin we Aan.l in need of daylic 
counfd , in regard v( infinic ilifliciiltifs w hich doc occuire , aiKJ tl c hazard 
of running iiuo \^^^l\ dangerous crrours; from al whii^h anxictic- and danger 
Obedience doih free vs , transfciring this care to anotl-.er , ''.ho , as tlic 
Apofllc fpcakcth , is lo iiuc an Ac<'t*ut fnr ys ; and no doubr,lnit whatfocuer 
he oidayncth Cvi/ucrning vs, istheorJinationof God himfclf by f.is ineanes, 
Thii is the tried tf ^, I homas Im difcourfc. 

S* \^ hcrcforc v\ e fl)al do wel to weigh and ponder , and w ith al hartic 
artcction to embrace this moft ilclightful and happic tjuiet aiul vacation 
horn al things, whithKtligionbiingcihiinrcgaid vf the particular kmd of 
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force and cllicacic it hath to rayfc our thoughts to the contemplation and 
knowledge of hcaucnlicthin«. For as no man canattcntiucly ihink of anie 
ihint; i n t he midft of a great hurrie and noife, but in the dead of the night, oc 
in a fylitaric place , that verle filcncc and folitude doth inuitc a man to con« 
tc:i)plation ifo it is very hard torecolledlonc'sfelf in the world, where there 
be fucli cndles diftraflionsibm the quiet of a Religious life doth of its owne 
iiA'urecal vs, and hold vswiihoutdifticultic inthefhidic ofhcaucnhc know- 
IcJgcficcfrom al kind of trouble. Whcrof S. Deftunl is witncflCjfiyint^ina 
ccrlain lipilUc, that LctiofiUnct , andconfinutl frec.lome [rem W(itli(licn'jif(^ditli 
Citnpel yuo mtiltufc I uuenttc things. Hcfayth, it dothfo;w/-(/ v<, in rcj-ardofthc 
l>i anc^c force it haih to hold the powers of our foulc from w andrin . after iJlc 
fancies i to rcclaynic them, when they chance to ftray ; and .\ lioly to fixe 
ihcm vpon God, and tilings Diuinc. This dirtcrcncc be ween a RrIii;ioui 
life and a Secular, is excellently welexprcllcd by.s. C/p/enf.txpounditi^fa! 
he is wont ) in aMoralfcnfc, that which in the BoGfve<il >cl) is fpokcn olwif- 
dome : A'nhi<tf(4^ronomca\ it is not with me, Wli.it other tlun;; is figt ifyd 
by iheSca, then the bitter vnquictnes of fecular minds, wh:ch, while tl»cy are 
at variance with thcmfclucs , rcfcmble the beating ofcontraric waucs one 
vpon another ? A fecularlife therefore is rightly called a Sea, bccauft being 
tolFcd with the tempeftuous motions ofoui ward adions, it is dcpriucd of the 
quiet and ftabilitie of inward wifdome. VVhervponon the contraiic fide the 
Prophet fiyth vvcl : Vponwhow shai mj fpirit rtji^ but ypon il>f l)umble , 4riil 7Wif, 
Mndftarin^fny^vordi't But from carthlic minds the fpirit doth fly the farther, 
the IclTc quiet it doth find in them. For he that doth diuidchimfelf info endkl 
thouc^htsofearthliedefueSjCannot retirehimfelf tothcconfideration ofhim- 
fclf. And roholief(»6vndern.inding, that wifdome cannot dwclamidft thefe 
v/aue; of vnquieincs,riyth: AndtfttStA pronounctth^ it is not wtihme. For no 
man doth fully rcccniic ir,but he that endeauoureth to w ithdraw himfelf from 
tlie billowcsofcarnil cogitations! as it is fayd in another place : Wn/ew//- 
ilamt i 1 tht timt vlqnnt \ aiui h( iUai \)a\\} iitlt bufmes, jImI 4 'laine ynto it. Thus fane 
5". Gitiatir. 

f, But I'omebodie perhaps wilobicd?^, that Religious people alfo do manie 
things, and arc cumbrcdwith manie toylfomc bulinellcs , about nccelfarie 
occaiijiu of their owne, or for the good of their neighbour. Theanfvverii 
at inntl • rhat thcbulines wiiich they vndertake for the help of their neigh- 
bour, isfpritual ,:ind notworldlie or temporal \ andconfcqucntly drawcth 
them 11 t from God , but rather knitteththem farter vnto him, becaufe they 
licipGoJ, and God hclpcth them, infogicat a bufincs. And though that, 
u'.ich they do for thdr owne domeaical occafions andnece(rarics,bcinrome 
kind temporal, yer their end is not temporal and fccular, as be the ends of ff- 
cnl.i! I eop.'e ; but inaJ things thcv nymc at Spirit and Hterniiic i and bcfidei 
tiurcisanothrr (nayncandimpoiiant difference, to wit, that Secular people 
ml )ilo,,ii. their tCporai bulinellcs, haucalwayes their eye vpon their owne 
jynu:- in-.c.ca.fcckinghow they may puiclMfe wealth or honourto ilicm- 
k.urs,i;u:uhci, Religious people hanJleihefe'f.ramcburmenes they fceke 
i.^'f^;>cat(irs, bar that which is nccenarie; thcv intend not aniepriuate com- 
i.)oditictutl,cmfclucs,but their thoughts a.c for ihecon»non,ihcif labours 
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nrcTurihcCommon (as5".///f/owpfpeakcthinthcJifc ofM4/f/;«itheMonk) , ... 
vhich is (o farre from couetifc or priuate intcrcft , that it is a great z£i of 
Jhariiiciyca tliefc vcrie employments dogiuc a double value and benefit to 
1 Religious life jconi )yning the holicand holefome hbours oi Martha ;\s\x\\ 
kl^e quiet o^ hUrit , and calling vs futofpiritdalreftand vacancic, from toyl- 
Ifume care and work, that, if notwithllanding anie fuch work do come in 
bur way, directing it to a fpiritual end, and giuing it a fpiritual forme and cf- 
Ifcnce, it turnes to our greater benefit ; as we cannot fay but worJdlie fcruants 
Vio their Maillcrs fcruicc , not only when they waytc in their prcfc-ncc , atten- 
ding their plcafurc , but when they goto and fro about their Maiflcrs bufi- 
yiclfcs, yea then oftimes they fcruc them better, and more to their owne and 
licir Mailters benefit. 

The fix t frmt : RiTigious people nhvayes do the 
"wil of God. 

CHAP. X V 1 1 1. 




F men were truly wife, and vndcrftood indeed, what isgooil foi* 
f,.^ tlirm , they llu.uld aymc at nothing more, then perfc<ltly to con- 
Z^ forme tiieir wils with the wil of God, in great and litlc,and abfo- 
lutly in al bufiocdcs concerning themlelues and others. Manic 
leafbns might bcgiticn of this truth , but one Ihalfutlice for al, 
town , that among creatures tiicmfelues , the infcriour are euer fubied to 
thole tliJt arc morcexccllcnr and higher in nature j which muft needs be of 
more force inG<Hl, he being folc Soueraigncoueral, Kingof Kini;s , Toid of 
Lords-, towhomal mankind is by right and equine fubicftjfor thofc fcauen 
can fcs, which I declared in the beginning. But in God there is yet an other 
f onlidci ati' in of more weight and importance, lor the Diuinc Nam: c , being 
GooJncs itfclf a:id equitie, and the caufc of al things-, his \\ il alfo is the lulc 
.nd IcucI (f al that is iu(t an I vpright ; fothar, asa wriitencoppie,or a houfv, 
cr anie other woik ,i.faydto be right and perfeCi, if it be according to rule, 
arul .igiep with the platforme or famplcr , after which it was drawnc ; and 
haA' much. t Pa nructh from the model and coppic , fo manie faults nndei- 
loursiiicic be in it : So the wil of God being the onlic rule, whereby our wi' 
i. to he ruled , our wii is good ntul honell , orcontrariwifc fanitie ik vitious, 
IS it agrccth or dif gicctli with In'-; \-. il. Wherefore Clwucits fay.h, that the 
reruur.s uf G -d l!iou il alwayc a'; nr<lently defirc to know and pciformcilic 
\'vil of G'ul, as a Deeic, that is cijcn dead with thirH ,thirftcth afrcr a foun^ 
tnneohu mini! v.arcr. >. Ikfurrlin a Sermon, whith he wrote of thisfub- 
i(d JvMiiiv.»(',io!<cn foinethingof Humilitie, fayth -Thcfubllanccof al Hu- 
ni! UK' d nil fecmcro bethis,(hatour wil bcfubie(5t,ai it ou..ht, lothe wil of 
C'O 1 a> tic V\\^^ hct rpeaketh : »/u( '/»/ my fouU bt ful>i(U to Oe-t : I know thar 
ttic i<*creau;eisrubieLttoGod,whetherit wilor no;but voiuiarjcfubic^ti^ni 
is icqiiiied 0^ creatures that arc rcafonablc , that ihcy Ucr'fi' t volunutdj v mo 
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God, and conl'clic liis Namc.not bccaufc it is Tcrriblc,bui Hoiic;not bccai(e| 
he is Oii):ii,)otcnr , but bccaufc hcis infiiiitly Good. Much more mi. lit be favjl 
for pro it c bccrofoutofthcliolic Fathers, whodocucihij^hly coiiiinciid,anjJ 

;^ often inculcate this point •, but one padagc of y, ^tt/^uflm ihaj fufiifc, whoifj 

. bold 10 ^ucTVC ^lUiZ I'cMoihcr tfCfod \v>tf not fo l>4p})icin flut fie V/onlw4)tmifl 
ricih inhc>\ .If il'dtibt dlli^he^yll o/'C(,v/;andhe prouctli icby thetcftimonicofl 

*• the V/oidl:i;iilel!", when to tiic woman thatcrycd : lUtJjdits theivotnbihgtbttM 
r!y(r, h: vrcfcnt'/ anfwcrcd i3'f4 tAt'tr hlffJciUre /hey rhatheare the Worf/»;G»yI 
4.v</^'f/f »' iv.liich being fo, can there be athing moiepiofitable, thcnth«l 
which is better then tM be the Mother of God ? afui-dion, then which tlicrtl 
CJiinot a j;rcM[cr bcfal Man or Ange!s, And this is the work cf Reli ion;| 
bin !in^ vs fotoilic wii of God, liiat wc vvholy dcpcndonitinaIihin.'s^grfj{| 
ant liiiC, and aiei^oiicir.cdl-y it ( as 1 haucfayd before ) not only in buliijclltji 
cf .;rcater nv)ment , but in eueiic ordinaric and diylie adion, VVlu'rvtoal 
0,^ .1'; i;i . i>laft Collation , I auin ; fayd n)anic things of the ueccflltic arhll 
y;rc>itnc'. of iliis conforMiicie and <lepcndance, and flicwcd howourSauioufi 
icit vsa platf )i.rc liiJ model thciofjComin;.; not to doc liisownc U'il,bu{| 
I'.c wil ()fh;% Fi'.'.-r , and [volcdini:, tliat tliat was ins food and fullciiancf f 

,. avMe: i,'Jiat ili:^ '«ci;ucisfpcciai!\ i rac'ifcd by thofethat iiuin'.', in Relii'Iouil 

, Iiouics arc gouci I icd'o;' dilution ui a. Superionr,and do notLin^ of their o\\Dc| 
hcaJ,l)Ut tl.cir w iliici^cndetii of the wil of tiieir Abbot. i 

2. Thi; bcncliton<eli;.,ion wilbeeuerie waymorecuiJcnt,if wc confidttl 
the manor, in uliicli it bi ingcth this, w Inch we hauefayd, to palle. Foras \\ 
piece of ground the thi-rncs and thillles arcfiift to be voydcd, before thcfcdl 
be U^wcn \ (o Rciij,ion fiiil duth root-out al impediments of vcrtuc,tot(ie| 

V end to prepare tlie mind the better •, of whicli impediments the chiefell isour I 
o A nc u il , the pcllilcnt difpofition wherof can not be more fi_i;nally exprefJ 

'■ fcdjthcnin thewordsof ^. /if/n^id: Ourovvncwil, fayth he, is agreatcullj 
by \x^ thy j^ood is not good to ihcc. And m an otiier place : Let the fcruantsofl 
tiiciv owiic wil heare and tremble to vndcrftan J, with vvhatfuric fclf-will 
d ih opp r.- t'.c Maicfticofoiir Lord God , firft,vvhile it wilbe, asit is,fclf'| 

' '.vil , i: '.vit.'idfawtth and llealeih itfclf from vnder his gouernmcnc , whoml 
it ou^httofcme , as Authour and Maker of jt. And doth it content itfcil I 

• with this iniuiic ? It prcfumeth farther ; as much as Jycth in it , it takethil I 
fjonj G >d. 'rirj, 'pcnlccthtliatholicnian,3ndmuchmore, alwayesadcadlicl 
cncniie of fclf ivil, which tlicrealfohccalicth aleprc/ie. I 

- ^ Other thin:;, time be bclides, which iiindcramanfromvniting his wil I 
■ with the wil of God ; which the fame V. Utrndrd doti) particularly fct d.nviit I 

• in another ] lace.l'ur hauin; Ihcwed that the grcatefl fc.icitie theAngels haue, j 
is, that then wills w holy conforniable to the w il of God, he addeth, that we I 
alfo nuiil dcfiie the like conformitic , and labour for it. Bu' wc haiic foufJ | 
may nc obfUclcs n the biWines, to wit, .MAut , that is, a natural kind of incli- ; 

• nation to \ ice, /^,'i//M(/'^ , in regaid this corruptible bodic, which vvccatriel 
' abo!ii vs , dothoftiims hinder our wil from fubie<fling iifclf to God , as it [ 
. (h.ould \('>uu<,i,t:uc , tearing vs in pieces with infinit and vnfpcakablc de- j 

hiCS, and Imally linr.rauct j for how Hall follow {UjthI.e) the uil of GoJ, I 

• v\ ■ I. h I ];i)uw not ; Foi I kno^Y it but iu part only , and not yet, as I am I 

kuo^Tne i 
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knowne to God. Let vs therefore fee, what helps Religion affords ai;ainft To 
nunie, and fo dangerous enemies, which the Wil of God hath within vsj and 
how it vttcrly dtfeates them. And firft, it labonreth nothing moje then abfo- 
lutly toftubbe-vpthis toot of al euil, which is felf-Wil i cuibing and beating 
downcthe verie firflmotions thcrof, asmuch as may be j and accuftoming a 
Religious perfonfo much to do nothing of hisownc head, but to gouernc 
liimfclf wlioly by an other's wil and command , that eueric one doth exa(^ly 
obfcfueihat, which S. llierome ( a man wcl skilledin what bclongtth to a *i Hitrcr.i 
Reiiijouslnltitutc )writeth ioI\ufiicusy\ Mopkofhis tinie: That liiou maylt ^P t- 
not do thy owne wil, cate that which thou art commanded tocatc , weaic " 
that which is giuen thee, worke-out the laske which is fct thee, be fubicct '' 
to one whom thou haft no mind to , go to bed wearie , and Hcep as thou *^ 
gocft, and be fayne to rife againe before thou haft flcpt thy (Iccp, VVhcrcforc 
as fclf-wil doth dayly grew ilri)nger and ftroni^er in a Secular man by prac- 
tifc andcuft-nic ihctuf , that a man may fooncr break it , then bend it , as 
anold cro('ktd tree ful of knots: So the wil of a good Religious n)an by 
contrarie cullonu'bcin.; continually bcaien downe, there temayncs not at 
Jail Co much as one buugh or twig ihcrof intire. 

4. To this we may addcthc concurrence of the fubicifl with the Supe- 
liour ,an ' the particular diligence and care of them both, on the one fide to 
fubduc an 1 mor{ifyc,on :he othei fide torcfift and withftand.tlic dcliies of 
fclf-v\il. And as for the Supcriours; as-thofc, that vndcrtakc to breake a y''J'7-"'( 
hjifc, fonietimesfpurrc liim vp to make him runne , fomctimc hold him blJa'an./ 
in to his pace, funiciincs turnc him round , fometimes when he is vpon his our uii'jn 
fpccd they fuddainly check him , or put liim on when he is giuen to ftand, ^'"^' 
I traching l.ini to go or ftand , as he is guided , and not of his owne braine: ''''"^'' 
So cl.cy ni'c.iuoui .Niihal diligence ,'by contraiie excrcifcs to breake the 
\vi!s t f thcli rib:<Ch , eucn in things which of ihenifclucsarc trifles , but 
hh..r rf final thin, s, grcaicr do depend. For when S, ^nftme the Gre^t 
jCf)mm...uLJ 5. V , .' ^ fum iined t!»c ^*//»/'/f ) to fow his cloathcs , and pre* 
jfcnrly to vmip i!)Ciri a;,ainc ; 'o m.ke abaskct , and to vndoe it aganic> 
Uvhen others ol tliofeanticn' Ikicmits and Monks were wont to bid their 
I Difciples tctch w.itcr , an I p >wrcit foith againe ; or water a dric ftakc for a 
|"Vvholcycaieiogejth.rior w. en 5". />4//fi5 ( as wereadeof him ) bad Fiiar 
Y^^il^'tj turnc roimd i.i the hi ,h way , til he was gyddic, andfel downedi. 
hiers times ; fmall) wlun other hoiic mcncomiuade 1 t!ielikc things, toibofc 
whonuntyhad vndettaktntuinftiuct inS;'irit and Vertue , v.ha: t!id thty, 
bill root-out oftneirnfinds'.he verie iclickscf fclf-wil and felf.c(Mutir;' And 
I th u which ancic/ii ly thefe Fathers did, that is now alfo pradtifcd in Rcli /ion, 
hvhcrc difcipline is in force. '^ a fcc'iLu 

5. N -w Ktvsconfufer a Secular man, what hcis in this point, anduke '-f ••'•'«• 
trot an ordinciue man, much Idle anie of thofe that the Ap..ltie dtfvribcth ' "^ '/" '^ 
|t > be \i\>nl \v,'h .,/ luiqiune ^ itntlne , auMrict , wnrihunn , dtitAlUkti ^ iimtn^ 'mou! n' • 
"'< «, f«'/, fuch men neuer think of vertue \ but let vs take a man li!'tl!i-. '^ 
[t'lat IS veifiKnis and vpright , that comeih often to the Sac !.;mcnis, that i"''t- 
|js ( as l.i fiy.l (^f himfclf ) a (dfhir fc lie poire , An t^t i» i',e Liu d , a Uat V'"- ' »^- 
i/^«/4/»r, andjina^voidjkccpcthcxaa.'yal liicCommaiulcn.cms of God, lob.x,. ;.: 
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yci hues at liis ownc \vil,and thcgood works which licdotli,fic dorh thcmij 
lie thii.ks good himrclt\wh.ir,and how iTiuch,and how long hcplcalnhjthi. 
nun i'. null man, yea lie is highly to i.c commended ; yet if wctalt:t ofpjr.i 
fcct!on,iiC!ifarrc inrc.'icurtoaRch'i;iousnian. for his ovvncwilmay b(j!( 
i;rcat fv. ay in al the good deeds hcdoih , vndcrtaking thrin cr coniinuin 
ihcin, hrciii/c he finds a G\ cctncs in them, and the cxcrcifc (f thcni is } Icafitij 
tohis V. il, wi.ichoftimcs ( while v.c tiiink nor, or icflcd not onitjfctkct: 
itfcj'i ; a:*J when it fallcs-ouc to he Co , om* ownc wil is to be tai<en For tht 
fouicc and ioiiiuaific o\ al thofc actions, hou fociicr they n\?y cairic a fairt 
iiiC'.v, and ' •)c f.c what he wil, he is not fane i'rcm that I'cccir , u hieh S. Ci(. 
?";/<• art;ibu.cs:o taync-. jotiej iliar,whcthcrit be t.ikcn in eanhlic things, cii 
in he. iKiuic vcitucsthe vice is the Time, but thatit piits-unan( tlier hiic.'haif 
it may not bcdifcnncrcd. So it ha|M\cth (^Inniis in;^- cd wt rks; wc thinkv.t 
Iciuc God , and wc ftruc ouircliics \ for it may be that tin iii^li tlic works b: 
vood, and in ethers to bcconimcndcd ; yet God , v.liois Soiiciaigncoucrj','| 
th't'i not pcihapsdcliictlut hind of w\)ik at tliy l-ands , but fotnc oihcr;oi ' 
il hc\-.ouldh.iuc!hcc bdb.w thy time in tliat which thju docll-,yet it nasi 
tii.iicc tliat tiioii vii id fa! vp.n it •, not wcii;hin<;ro uvk h what niig!ub« 
plcalmc; toGoJ, as r.:irc:i;i3ih)H]rtobc diiucn\p"n i: ly ihinc owiici:.. 
ciinaiion and dcflre. 

6. Nowilihii.'.s.w'iichofthe'nrclucsarc^^nodanjrpititiial.do lyeojiciito 
fo much deceit; what ihaluc thin h(:for!.cr things v.hichaicinihllcicnt, ad 
nviy he made v.ood <^r cuil , .-iccordiivj, tothccircunilhnces witli wiucliv.c 
do them? Inch as arc moll part of humane aclions , as, to j;o, to Iby , to ba'- 
gain,todothis or that, or n t to do it jtiiefc tilings arc to be doiiC accorJin? 
tothc wilan tilcafu erf God.as I fayd bcftic. Andhow flialour foulciluiic 
it ,ht conccrmng tlicm , vnlcllc wc hauc mcancs to deiiue it into vs, anJi 
rule to inlh iKc '.nd enlighten vs in thefc p.uticu.'ars ? Therefore no doubr, 
but as the lla-c nul courfc of life , u hcrin u e rctaj fie our ownc v\ il , and fuf- 
fci omdaiciobccariycd by the inclinations tluiof, is fubicd to al the in- 
Cv^nucmciucithit yjow from our owns wil , a. I hauc hcertofoic decUrCil, 
On thcotiic: Tulc, Rcli-'Jous people , whogiue awav iheirownc wils.ani 
by dayliepu poft and cndeauour, and niorcoucrby Vi)w,dcpriuc ihemffluci 
wholy oi ic , .lie free from thefc dangers and d5m.^-cs. And thus Rcli^i- 
, on hauini; .n.c di--cd-vp the foundation (^ffelf-uii , it do:h cafily ouu- 
c mic Mu\ rut to Hi-ht al tlie other . pponents of the Diuinc wil , whidi I 
ichcufed bcfoic out of ^ IUrn.irft. It oucrcomctlO.'../uf ,inllillin ', Pici'e 
anJvniavn'dCharitic. It ftrcn;.;:hntthour /"//•»/i/r/f bv holcf mecounkl.i: 
pr.ictMcof f .rtiiudean.l Patience. With the fithe of Mortification, it cu!- 
tctn do.-. 11- a. m viMcr of C<,ncup(i:t>icc , ent^raftinq in iicti thcrofan catneftJc- 
fire an.; i'v^\{\ < (the t ; uc and .Soucr.iijncGood. Finally it inftri.aeth cur Z^"*- 
r*"(t with ih.it fiilncs', ihjt no man can doubt what God rcc|uitcth at oui 
hatiJ.-, I , r !n fldi, i-.n there b;- mmic moft certain waycs to know t!;e 
yvil oKiuI , ot wiiitli v\3ycs, bcc.ufe it is toourpurpofc , wc wii hccrfjy 
Ioiiicthii)'\ * * 

7 ^;/'v;.^v',iiKh? place abouc .i:ic,ir,cd, hauim^fpokcn of the ncccfc 

a K. . ih. t,;icui this biifincs ; fctuth Uownc ihcmcancs by which uc may 
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oucrcome it. Whofocuer , f.iyth he , wil know the wil t f Gi)d mull lay alidc 
their ownc fancies and opinions, and fitft putthcmfclucs id an indiMcientie ' 
jnclinin;; to neither fide, but be promj't and rcadtc at cuciic fi.;nc w I.iih Gcd 
fhali;iuctiicm of his wil,. Secondly, withfiaccicconhJen.cthly ihulUuftcJi 
their fa-hcriand fpiriiu.il Ihethren , to tel il.cm what they aicf) doc, ?ii 1 
icceauc the aduice,vvl idi i hey llial t;iuc them, with. nit anic '! mbt oi demui re, 
as ifii came from the mouth of (iod; tIiou;h t.'ity, whom they asl.c, be not 
lhc;nfclucsvcry pcrkdor fj iritual. ForGo.l is not vniult, th.i' he wildccc.ui: ' 
t'lofe foule-;, whicli with confidence and huniilitic fu! oiii tliunfthjcs to an ' 
other's dirciti n l"or ifGi d. it t lie found of a C> jKuu,'i,Kfet!a(ct< the ^^'//rr 
i'li;^.//.;, V. luiiiicdcliie lio know, much more wii he di e k by I'le v'>ycc of a ' 
rcafonablc mail , a. btin^an Inllrumcnt nioic apt to rcccaucinfbjcnccfr* m ' 
hiu). Thuslaytii 'lunicuy, whofc ar ',Uincnt if it hold in aniepriu.ite man, in 
rc^adofti-.chtuniiitic whcieaith wcfubicti our fcl ties toan<ni ci manjnuich 
moicin-ill it hold in one th.it isourlawful Supcii .iir, and Gotl's Vicc-gtrcnt 
ouer vs,,and w c m.'.y be vciy confident, tliat wlicn wc obey fiich a Riilcr of 
oiu life and action, in anic iliing I'.atis notcx|rclly contiatic to the Law of 
God, we do the u il of God himftlf fnying: l(vf'.tt hc^rclh yu , hc.trah we. 

8. "Fhi.is the great hap; ines u hich .i Reli.M'ous man ha.li ; a liai^jines, 
then which there can n. t in this life be a greater , itfcmblia.'. the happnes 
which the An els in iicauen enioy i of whom (as nnble and biclled as they are) 
the Prop et />.'.«,f/could not giucagreatcr commcm'atiui, ih(ntolblcthc:n 
ashcdoth inaccrtainPfalmc , powrlnl in rcttm ; :l-:>i,\ hn Wjk/-^ to feari it 
yuyce ofhs fineih; i/ yi« hn nnnft.r<^w'>0({oi!>n^v.i And our Lord and Suiiour 
himfelt did not think , wc could a.kc of God a bctrcr or nu)ic liokfomc 
thing, theiuhai which i.e t.!U';';tv.s in that Diuinc forme ofpra)Cr ; T',yivil 
bedoie^intittbAsttinn Jhaiki. Ami if thciclK a place on earth , where the 
wilofGodis ab\ aye^ fulfilled, thou",hnot c<]i.'^lly asiti,in licuicn , yet i/i a 
manner veiy n.crt vntoit ,Kcli ion i. it, whc'.- cucric one is mofUeadie an I 
fiee toobcyGv)d at cucric little figne of irib \\ .] ; and G'o.bht'i 'j otr.rnc an 1 
dirccU'Ucric one, in u lurm inner, and in wliattluiigs he ij belt pleafcd , by 
the han I and conduct of the Rccloursand Supeiiours. 

9. Thc/tnVfof old hadrecourfetothc ^r^^ an^l inprefcnce tlicrof crn- 
fulted Go.l.whcn anic m.Jtrcr of ditlicultic did arife ; and \\q read that l).tnul 
fpccially, am uig the reft, by anfwer receaticd from tliencc , was deliucred 
from manic dangers , .uid foretold manic things which he was to acitc , as- 
touching the allault which he m.ule vpon Ct la , ami the treaclu i ie of the iik n 
ofthattownc , tha'. hcihould go into fM.'/r.^io i.i'KepollcftionoftJic Ciownr 
and the like : yet t is help \'. as not'cnrralto al , nor coj.tinuil, but only 
forpcopleof woith, :md matters of weight. I low great a bmcfn r'lr-cf -ic 
ought \'.c worthily cfteemeit to luuc fuch adonuitical Or.,c!e, avl nuv c.il 
it, by wIulIi wearediiccied v\hat toilo, euen in the Jcaft things ih.u can be; 
and c^Ji'ieinfinit dangers which might come vpon our f>ulcs, Wh.ercforc 
wlietlicr itbcfpiritualpiofit wcaymeut,or tranquilliiicand content i fmin.* 
it .»c \veietoftudic,wc coid I not inuent amore conucnicnt .-. ay t!:en .his iv. 
I or, is^". I'.etriatJwt'nQtUyWC kcrcnolhin'.!,v. hen wclc.'.uct urowiii wil, but 
arc ^\{:r. gaincii by it, in regard wc change il foi the better , fur wc thaiv.x it 
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intoii.cwiloi God, which is no fmal profit. Our wil mod commonly is idle 
anavivjrofiublc^ofiimcsvnrcafonablcand hurtful i his wil isaUvaycs iiolic^ 
ahvaycsiuft , and bcft for vsto follow. Wcof ouifclucs may fal into manic 
cirours, & arc often dcccaucd, not knowing what wc would haucourfcluc?, 
c ouctuij; ihi n- s that .ne hurtful , and think ing i)ci haj^s that ihcy arc pro^cablc 
for vs , but God cannot Hcfnc , but what is bell and moll proficabic for hjj 
rica , To that without al doubr, it is bdUot vs tocommit ouifclucsand althat 
bclon ctl tovs, wholy tohis vvih 

•o. The life of i. /-Mr/fi* wil furniili vs uitha rare example in this kind, 
to confirmc wh.it hath been layd. He hcin.; in a u,rcat doubt , and hauing long 
difputcJ vvithinhimfclf . whc:hcr hclliould giuc hiniftlfwholy to a folitarie 
life a.ui contemplation, or rather withal attend to the help and faluation jf li|| 
ncig.ibour , rcaf ns on both lidcs beating in his mind , and hauing norf. 
uelation from God concernliH» this point , as in others he was wont 
to tcccauc •, lie rcfolucd to take this courfc. He fent to S. cUrc and the 
Nunncsofhcr Mofjallcrie, and to hii Brother ^j^W^i (who was at that time 
rehired to a foliiaric place in a certain mount) that they (hould by prayer in- 
quire, whicii of ihc two couifcswcrc moll conformable to the wil v\ God, 
and fend him nor J. Now when the mclicngcr returned from the both, heic- 
ccaueJ him a? if, C(Miung from God , lie liad brought anfwcr immCvhatly from 
iiiij. Ilcvvalhcd ids feet , he fct liimdowne and fcrucd iiimhimfclf at board j 
tijcn he drew liim afidc into a mountainc hard by , and tlierc barchead , vpon 
iiis knees , with his amies on-croflb, lie fpake thus vnto him : wh4t doth mj 
Ur(lU(uiCht(l{?dmtiht) And when the Mellcngcr told him, that he was to 
Jielp his neighbour alfo, prcfently without delay , from the place where he 
Hood ,hc returned not home, but went about that new bufincsfoferucnrly, 
t har he did not f* much as mind the way he lookc , but croilcd ouer fields and 
\; oods , \", here iithcrwifc there was no \\ ay. 

i I. Thus S. Iranc s bchaucd himfclf i and out of this his facfl wc may gather 
m.inic ;.;ood documcni<! tothe purpofc wc arcfpcakin;j;of. Firll, with wlial 
camcll endc.iu ur wc ought to fcatch-out the wilof God eucnin good and 
laudable things , with what reucrcncc and dcuotii-n we ought to hcarc it-, with 
V. h.u fcruour to acc<)m|"lill) it ; how fccrct the wil of G jd is , and hidd< n from 
v. in the darkncsin which wcliue,fcingforarc aman , a man fo dcarc and 
fjiniliarwi h God, wa ifo long in fufpcnce and doubtful in a matter of fo great 
\\c!!;ht andconfequencc, and withal Co pious i finally wc may fee the way 
ho.vtocmc to know the wilof God, plainly and without deceit. S. I'ranc ft 
becaufc in hisOrderlie had noSuperiour, wasfainetotakeaduifcof his Iiifc- 
liours y but wc rcccauc more ceitain light froni our Superiours , to whom 
God hath promilcd liis certain afliftancc. He in a matter of great moment was 
faynetofcndfarrc-of; wc hauethemathome, by whom wcmay vndcrlbnd 
althin;.s, great and little i Tiihat, vnleflc wc wil , wc nccil not faylc in the 
Icall , but ijthcr in the vcriclcall workc ourfclucs great n)Cafure of Grace 
and Gljiic. 
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7 he feaiictiih fruit , that the ComnKinimcnts arc more 
eajtly kfpc in Kdigiofi. 

CHAP. XIX. 

^ z^r^ .<\rrP Hligion bringcth vs another benefit , which is not to be pafTcd- 
vQnT)!^ c)ucr in hlenccito wit, thatitmaketh the precepts of tlic I)c- 
r\iS^ caloiuicandalothcrs, foea/ic and light, that they may beful- 
'O^i)' ^^'^^^ ^^ ithout anie dirticuliic. It may feemc llrangc, that Re- 
^' £>^ ligion adding to the Precepts manic things in liitw hard and 
iedious,isvoluntaricpi>ueriie, mortification of our wil and lailes, watching, 
piayijig, and much corporal aHliclion •, yet ihcfc things liiould be fu farrcfron* 
cijctcaiin;; the diflliculiici f the obfcruancc of them , as to make them more 
t^.(\c to be obfcrucd. The like iieecof wc fee in diucrs works of art and Im- 
man indullric : The ballaft \u a Ihip , though it be hcauie and wcightic , 
helpcth tielliiptobrookc the fcas \ and without ir, it could not put fottl'. 
A cart or waync is lighter , if you take away tl:c wheclcs , yet it gocili 
hcauicr; and uiththcni it bcaresgreat carriages with cafe. i\ llauMd vfc:h s. p.mxri 
this example of a wayi.c or chaiii;t ; as alio of tlic feathers of a bird, '/> 71. 
which , as he fayth , doe after a ftrange manner mal^c them more cor- •■ 
puUnt , and more light \ a wonderful work of Nature. Tiicbulk is greater, '• 
and the burthen lighter •, and by how much the bodie is bigger , the •- 
w eight is 1( lie. Which he applicth to the Huarigclical Counfcis , Ilyling them 
properly the burden of Ghrill ; wl.ich doth not only not load a man , but 
Carrie him that is laden wiih them, andmakcth thebuidcn of the Precepts 
farre morccalic to be vndcrgone. 

i. The difliculiic and neccflltlc of keeping the Precepts wil giuc vs 
hcttfi to vnderlland , how beneficial and commodious this other is. Our 
Lord exprcirctli the neceflltic of keeping the Commandments in thefe 
words ; // //;<« ivi/r tnttr into life , ^fr//f the Icuitnam/tntms \ as who 
fhculd r.iy •, he that doth not kccpc them , walketh flrcight to dea h , and 
death cuerlafling. The difhcultie of keeping them , is'fet-fortli by the 
K<>y.d Prophet , when he calles them h4rd waj/es ; and the expeiiencc 
\yhich cucric one hath of the corruption of hisownc nature and jropcn- 
iion to finnc , th.e u icked life and fuil example of others , the lawcs and 
principles of the world , withuhich li'uing in the world it is haid if» 
bicakc , the vcrie finnes ai.d daylye falles of men in the wotld , do fuHi- 
clcntly Ihew how hard they are to keepe. How few arc there in the 
world ihat kecic themfelucs from talh oathcs , from coutiing an other's 
goods, from wantonnes of the flefh , as the Precepts requite ? And the 
Kw that by God's grace doe maintaync tl cmfelues vnf|H)ttcd , what la- 
bour , and cate, and contention are they put-to ? Tliat therefore, wheriii 
vS'twulur i"cop!cdoc njofl commonly faylc and pcrilh , and wheiin othtrs, 
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that doc not pcrilli, mufttakcfuchcxccfliucpaynes, nnd,asl mnyfay ,Avcat 
it outi Religious people find great cafe , and pcrfornic it with liitlcor no 
tlilUcultic. The rtafonsilicrofarc manic i and fiiil, bccaufc ( as wc fayd els* 
w here, fpcakint; of it, as of the fourcc and head of manic other commodities) 
Kclii;i'>nJoih take away the matter ahnoft of alfinncs; and the matter being 
taken away , the obfcruanccof the Commandments ufiifclf is Cade. For our 
Nviliiasit werca kind offlnmc orfiic,thcfucl oftliis li-c, islhc prcfcncc of 
aplcifiir^obicaiputthislueltoit, and prcfcntly it \ il Hame vp ; takeaway 
the fuel ,'and titiicr it wil not kindle at al , or much more flowly and icmillcly. 
And this is that which Rcligi' n dotli , i.iking vsout ol the world, and the 
allurements ihcrof. Andfo S. /;.•/// eiicn foi iliisrcafon f.uih ,tiiatReli;.ion is 
M.:h!y tobccftcemcd, tcarminj; it a quiet life , voydo^ nujlcipliciticof bufi- 
nclll's , and a hch,) to the wel-ulfciuin.; of the ik^tiinc of tlic Ghoficl. 
^. A iVcond caufc , wliy Rclii^ious people find (o much tafc iu keeping 
■ i!,c romn'iKl nciits,istiiciluni;tti .uui vi.'our wiiicharoulcgcts by Jitleand 
l;ilc Syihcpiaaifc of Rcli.;i ni. (.hrtiphnc , i;ro\vin|',intoi;icat iiaticd of al 
Niccand viH!cji.ncs,an(!;^rcit h ucc t'vtituenndlu ncflic, abhorring nothing 
in<rcihci) li'.mc •, n.:i (mUv I'Ccaull' God licti'tndcd th'. rcwith, but bccaufc it 
liiii itlciriii 11 vi'Jic aiui Jcf> <nic !. 

.J. A tui dcafoni. bccaufc, v. IiCiisal ni?n rn ft coinm^nlv aic induced to 
fi:ii:c, ouc .)fc(-'>!c.ouin':!;, 01 au/.iiuuii , t4" inConrinCiKlc^ciJifJ »'ii.*.(lv of- 
fuunnL;in th.cfc thinty;, <u t . io:iiij|ft t tii pretences in tli- ii., 11 j ccf ihcfc 
p))roncd looi'-- .lie I'und in Religion , bu: ilic pi;' '. ». .• 'V lu- ■ '.:aric 
vcaucs, in lii'u of tiicdclii-c of temporal iiiui;.;s, pr-.tcflvK »• ."• > nibJe 
Obevlici.cc, iiW\ced i.fambition anddcdic ot rule, lie licwti ol »' '..Jltiiic, 
in (Ucdofhlthic lufl. 

5. ncliJc, Rcli^;ious people arc ain ayes employed in ibin;;s of a hi;^hcr 
nacurc i and ilicrelurc doc more caiily peif "rmc th< fc v.hicii arc of lellcr 

I moment. I-or asio aman that li.ith vlcJ iiimfelf tueiicday to carvic a hundred 
' \". ei;j;ht, it isuvuhingto caiiie twcntic ; fo wlicna Rc!ij;inus man hath for- 
' liken al liisownclaruland liuing, what hard matter wil it be for him to with- 
!"KiKI himfclf tVcm taking. away or courting that whicii is another's ? And 
b(ii t;nccuftomed to carvic the yoakc of Obedience , how can it be hard to 
Jilill thctcnvi'taiiun of ambition and dtlirc of honour ? And ihc like may be 
j'nv vl (;f nl oihct t-in.;s whicii are cither commanded or fotbi«!dcn by the Law 
cfGcd. 

6. Tiiis isihat wliiJj Hnf(ibini^ aman of great ran(5^itic , taught vs by Iii$ 
owne eximpic , as I hevdoref writcth in his Hifloric. Tor iiauing on a time 
outr-cuiiuuliy bcl. eld certain iuirbandmcn thai were ploughing , f'orpuniih- 
n)ciu oft his fmal fault , he put an iron collar about his ownc neck, and faftncd 
ii\. ith achayncaboiirhisnji idle-, fo that cf force he mu(l .ilvvaycs hold his 
l.ci.lilo'.vnc.vards , and this pcnnancc he endured foiirticyearcs togcathcr, 
JictKi i)(i:>" able torcarc himfclf and lookc vpto iicanen. And bcin<', asked 
v.- vh; JkIio, and whatbencfi- he hoped thereby; hisanfwcr was, that he 
t.:c . .SaMnfi(;m Clearer combjt<f , and fiom icmptinc him with pride of 

.ir.ror.'-;, to ihcfc finaller conflidls » in whid if he Ihould be oiurcmc, 
ihtrcv, etc jio g-cat lurmcdonciif hcdid oiicicomc , iIk greater liianic was 

the 
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the Diuel's, tint could not bcmailler in fiich fnal trillc?. A memorable 
faying, and worthic offo fpiiitualan I hoJic a mauiand by it wc mayvnder- 
ftandtoourpurpofc,ihatitistrue, tint Religious inVn arc the farihcr Iroin 
tranlgrclfi ig the G )minandm?nts of God , in regard they take fo much care 
to pcifonnc manic fmallcr thing? pertay ning to his fcruicc. 

6. A fourth rcafon ofth^s faciiitic n\ keeping the Precepts diawnc from 
thcnuuicofclic(l|rcit(cif, i": that this courfc ohifc is abouc thcLa.v.and 
coiifiquentlydothlift aman abouc that which the LawrequMcrn. Antl as in 
aSch olc.wherethcrcbcminic formes, according to the feucial capaci.ie of 
thefchollars,3ndilicprogre(IewhichthcyhnicmaJc in Icaming , they that be 
in the hi.dicr forme, doc the c.tcrcifcs wiih grca cafe , w Inch they of the lower 
foimc cannotataI,oi' very h.irdly , pcrforlnc-, (o they th.it walk thi< hl.;hcr 
way of perfc(flion , doc not f) much as fcclc the burden of the Prcccj-tf, 
tijcy arc lo light vnto them ; bccaufc, as I f.\yd before, their abditie is gicatcr, 
tVt lie Hate iifclfdoth enable them the more. VV;>creforc if ihtrc were no other 
ti.ii.g but this to bcfoiMul in Religion , that itciublrthvs rok.cpc the Com- 
niin^hi'cnrs ofGod coii(bnily, with great c.ifc and pleafuic, and withveiy 
lulc danger of cucr (inning a-ainft them \ wc Ihould not need to ftcke anic 
orl'.cibenchi by it. Forthcn. rcitenablcth vsinthis kind, the more certain 
andcalicit doth make our pallage to eternal gloric, to wliichwc mult come 
by keeping the Commandments. 

The cighh fruit ofRc/'jrio?;, pmcedtrigfrom the humble 
lovAwcs of the State, 

CHAP. XX. 

^^5irV^)ff| ^oihcK great commodiiic of Keligion, is that it is voyd of al 
"^^^yiy/^jlQ, ^^^''"''' ^'* '"'^ ' "llcntaiioii, aiu| l.-tic and in outward 
V^vW^.^V/^' *'^^^'^ * '"^^' ^"*' ''umblci thattuciic ReliJ. ns man may 
(vv/yr-rntyj ""iyiay .\ ith the Propiict Dauid : i DAuahlntuobi ^'i ahuci 
1?1S^^ ^;^^ '" "' '""*'^'l^''"^*'^''f ilfntodwilth ibeuLtrnaciii 'f ff.uo^ 
*-^^.'r ^^i» lor R eligion r.is I hauc Jliev\ ed els-u here ) i-. ti uly the /; ^/c 
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indtiie- Religious certainly doc c hot .fcthival'if(!(ion, 
IK'- « f binh , nor necefliiic , doih cnforic it vp)n 
them -, bin r cy vndcitakc i voluiuaii'y e f tiicir ownta'ctrd. S. Otr^ 
n.ir./il.>!h fohi,:hl, dlremcti.is b(ncht,ii»ar he thinks it isadiifdl (ignc of 
Predcllin.uinii. 1-. 1 in one ( fi i Sdm iismrning hjsfptech 10 his IJuihien 
thushcf|Ma!.c»h: •' ho knowcih wucther al your nanjcs, \s ho be htti pre- 
f'-nt,bcwiittcnin II auen , aim ligncd in the H'. eke of Pic'dimatK n ? Mc 
thiir;s, I fee intlir c. nueifation of fo great humiliiie , f mc (1 nrs ol yorr 
V'oci ioujn.lliiaili.aii. n. Whf.efuc, dearly bcloiictl ,pe. fmcr m irrc<. uric 
ynih.iijcviulertakcn, tha by humilitieyou may aftenj tofubuft.'tit. Th'\ i'. 
ihc way, and thcitib no oihei way but it ihc that gccthothcrwif^cht'l. lathe r 
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fal Jor tlumilitlc alone CKiltcih, huinilitic alone Icadcs to li^^^ 
bcofiJirrr,-r«'smind,tlKLcisnociurc.whywcihouldcnu.cSccularpcofleL 
,hcir rrcfci ments, or j^urplc robes . or externa pompc , rather wc ouglu to 

cau(cclmHumiliiicisnotonlyananuredvya^but(ashcray.h)thconI.cw,y^ 

toercrnal Saluation i and is particularly richin three coramodit.es, or,as 1 mij |i 

. calthcm piiuilcdccs. v^hichhccr I Ihalfctdovync. , ^ 

'^^','' P"' 1 Fi/lt God doih particularly affcathis kind of humblcftarc andcom.|f 

Tl chL. municatchmifclfandhis hcaucniic trcafurcs with it more plentiMly more| 

i'l-Uvc of faniiliady,nndwithc^rcatcrfweetnes.Afttangctuns,yetruchas the Prophet?^ 

^^^''^*"n- X).-/^dotha!ropoiniat.vvhen he fay th : 0«rLor^ii hie,h WregW; « J 

''^•" " ''^' iAi»^i • and k'*^\itrh boh tUmii afMffe-of. For likcncs doth moftcomonly breed m 

fiicndlhipandlouc,yctGodbcingfoinfimtlygre.ir. as hc.« , dothta'.emoftVl 

<lclijiht in the loue and conucrfaiion of fuch as arc little and lowhc ; and con. ^l 

ttariwifcdoih ftand aloof and lookc afairc-of vpon thofc that are high aud': 

Softie, . , r fL X i 

J Secondly tlu'skindof Humilitie, is the fittefl coyne, wccan l.iy^ouf| 
vpan the nurchafc of eternal gloiir. For though wc are al created for ih«i 
Eucrlafting HipiMUCS. as the onlic End of vs al ; yet God , as a moft vndet.j 
ftanding and vprio,ht pri^cr of fuch things , hath moA luftly ordayncd,thiti 
wc flniild not come -.m by fo great rewards, but buy them at a price •. tnd|| 
the priceistofuffer in this life things comraric to that, which there sst Uf 
enioy ; as becaufc there wc flial hauc moft pcrfcft fatictic , we muft purchaltl 
it hcer with hunger and thirft , the infinit comfort u hich there weihalhaue, I 
is promifcd only to thofc that moutne •, and tc that abundance o\ al kind of j 
wealth, wcmud comcby poucitic-, and as aloiher happincs , whichistobtl 
had in that Hcanenlie Kingdomc, is to be bought in this falhion, fothcio.1 
Hnit honour and gloric w hich is there , is to be bought with humilitie and con- 1 
if«.i4.tf. tempt of ourfclucs. And bccaufewc fliould not doubt therof . our Sauioutj 
gaucthis general rule , that tMut one , th^t exaltethh,mfelf, slul behitmbltd; Wl 
eMtruonttlurhumbltfbhimfelr^ sf'4l he cXaIuJ, f 

4. Thirdly , by this Huuiilitic wc auoidc manic dangers of our foulc.l 
and impediments to vcriuc , which are incident to a life led in gloric anJ| 
pompciand infkcdcof them , wc hauc in it manic helps to faluation.Fct • 
it is in the life of man, as it is with them, that clime vp to thetopsoftre«,g 
or houfcs i if they fal , they crulli thcmfcJucs moft miferably ; and liowP 
cafic ij it for them to fal , if their hand or their foot doc but llip > andL 
what .arc muft they hauc that they doe not flip ? Th<»fc that keep '•'«"'• [1 
fellies below on the ground , fal not Co foone , nor fo dangeraully : So|| 
ihcy.that are in honour, runne great hazard , not only while ihcy are ci- J 
n)ing,and pietcn(\ and labour for it, but cuen when they are fcated io ihf || 
chayrc ; for uc aic by nature apt to Aide , and tumble downevvards , anJp 
flul meet u i-Ji manicihat wilftriuc tothruft vsalonir. They thatkiepcthein-l 
fducs below »in the ground , and walkc not in great and wondeiful things j 
ib^uc their 1 eacl» , are fccure. , nm 

5. Wc mi.;ht b.iiig manic examples to this purpofc , but that whicHm 
bapne J to Saui , the lirft Kjng among the Icwcs , is fo notorious ^ ihit « | 
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ftial fcruc for al. VVI.ile he was but a priuatc man , he was litle alfo in his 
osvnc conceit ; the mcannes of hiscftate helping him to be humble in mindi 
But when i.c was fcaicd in ihc Throne , a* King , he became fo proudc and in- 
foient, that he miywel be ranked wiili the wickcdcft Kings that euer were, 
Bcfoic, he faued the life ofhis enemies whom the people would hauc killed j 
afterwards he laboured to kil his friend andfonne-in-law. 

6, Whereby wc may fee , how much we arc beholding to Religion , for 
kecfi.ig vs out of the eyes of men, and from worldlie preferments , in a hi, lie 
and hojcfoinc placcof refuge ; where we may abide vnknowne to the world, 
anditvnknownetovs. For this is that great and important Counfcl, which S.Ber ff.Jt 
S, Btmatcl gathereih outofthclifcof our Sauiour , comprized in a word or """''"• .. 
two,butlaV,cincflreaandfubftancc : Untfbe v/z^toW/ic \ an obfcuiitic (o j^"* ^^^If* 
gl.-rimis , tha- it is farrc more dcfireful thus to lye hidden , then to be renow* vnknowne. 
ncd , and walkc in the mouths of men. For the more a man is foi gotten by 
men , the more mindful God is of him; and the more he is defoifcd by men, 
the more graceful he is in the fighi of G id and his Angels. Botn which holic 7,5 ,,,^^ 
hb doth cxprcllc iiuhcfc wordcs: Thtfimplicitie oftlnrnfimdn^ ii laH^htddt j 4 
iamp conremptibe tn the thtus^hn of rich men , fvefdred ftr the time to Come, Vpon s. Crrg. lo. 
which place ?, Greit^ore dircouircih in this manner : The fimplicitic of the w»r. 17. 
iull man is dcfcrucdiy called a lamp , and contemptible •, a lamp , be- « 
caufc inwardly it Hiinctli , conicmpiiDlc , becaufc outwardly it doth not « 
Ihiric i within , it burneth wit i the flame of chaiitie v without , it glitic- .t 
rcfh not with anic glorious afpccfl. He therefore islightfome , and is con- «i 
tcinncd, tha-ftiincsin vcrtue , andiscftccmed abicft Who is there there- u 
fore , tnat confidcring T* great rewards , had not rather ranck himfcif 
%vlth thofc that arc contemned , that he may be glorious witli God , then 
tviih tl>ofc that m.ike a fayre fticw without , and within hauc no worth 
in them ? In whuli regard mc thinks Rcligi us men may be likened to Exid.i,i, 
the Tahcrnaclc , vvh'ciiGod commanded to be made by the Children of 
Jft4el , and g.mc dirc(fti ns,in what faftiion they ftiould make it \ to wit^ 
within of Iwcci wood, guildcd, and hung with filk cuitins of violet and 
purple colours , running vpon rings oi gold > without , it fhould be co- 
ucrctl vNiih hcai-cioaih , and fticfp-vkins ,. which made the outward flicw 
ihcrof hut hniDclic , foa Soule, dedicated aiid confccrared to God , aboun- 
dcthwit I manic rare fpiritual ^uifts and crnamcnis, as Chaftirie, Patience, 
Obedience, and t ihcr Vcitwc.s , bu^ ihcy lye hidden from the eyei of men 
"vnder the p )orc and abicdl habit which they wearc , which notwithllan- 
iliog kcepdh veituc in thcui the longer 1 becaufc venue is beft pteferueJ| 
ivhcn it is hidden ; if once it come to be fpyed by men , thecucs wil hauc 
ab.ut with it i Thtfc thecucs arc the eyes and toungs of men themfchie? , 
>b«rcauing vs either wholy or in great part of the gloric, which wc txpidt 
for our good works , by eying and prayfirg ihtm ; tl at wc may wor- ^,^, j. ,^ 
thily fcarcthat faying : fhon h^fi tntdUtd ihyjtvatd. Wi.ercfurc 5". Btriatd, y IVmtrJ 
among the reafons, which ftiould mouc vs to embrace a Reli.iou^ coutfc <;»♦' liabti. 
reckoncth ihc benefit of c( nccaling our good dcctis to be < nc of the'"' •♦ 
chicfcft i hi.v v/ords aic thcfe : In ihe meanc time if we I auc atiie good ^ '^ 
iluDg , wc muft needs hide it; bicaufc the man that fcund ihc tuafurc 
' O 1 of 
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,, o^ tin- kiiuuiofnc <.A licaiKii , hid it , for u hicli icafcn wc alfo hide curfcluci ig 
„ Cloillci 4 and Woods i and it yen \\ il know , how much w c gaync by hidicj 
.> ourfclucs, Ibelccuc, that iFunic one hccr aincn;!. vs liiould in the woi Id dot 
;» iHcfou:t:i partofihat whicli hccrhc dolh , Ijc would be adored as a Sr.int 
„ cllccnR'il-ot as an Anf;vl fioin licauen •, liccr he is uayly reprehended and 
„ chiddvn.a'.ithcdidncgltdhisdiJtic. Doc you tiMn kit a fnial benefit that you 
„ arc not hcL! .Vaints, bcFi rcyoubc fo indeed? oi doc you nocfearc, Icall re. 
.. cc3iiin-;hter("ornialarcward,youfaylcol'youncvvar(lintl'.c wotidtoconit? 
., 1 hcrcforcicivvcryhctcdaric to be concealed , not only lionuhccycsofoihfr 
„ folk , but much more from thvfjr. Thtisfaric >. thunatit, 

7. .Sonic wil. 'ay, that cucn in Cloirtcrs and Rclii^ious houfcs , maniesrc 
fo Ci)i;(picuous inJcarnin;^, or eloquence, or in vcriuc and fanctiiicofliff 
that they are ajjnitcil , andfpokcn-cfdirough the whole world ; and manic 
tinicspcoplcgcr incrcrenowneand;;!' ricliuingin Religion, then ifthcyhai 
liucd in the wot Id, and ^vipcii after honour and preferment. And this is very 

)f tiufiwherofllhalfpcakc jnoicat lar;.;c inprocellc of this Trcatifc, fertile 
p! tfcnt it i-i cn-ini;h to know , that honour , which like a ihaddowfollort'Cth : 
thofeiiiarfly (*.om it , is not fo danp^erous ; bcciufc as God doth Tend it, foit ] 
belont;cthtoliisl)ii.ii.c|iiouiJcM(^-t'jgiueilrength tothcm, vpon whom lie j 
lajcihfucha burden, to bcaie it wiihout hnc,)ea withcncrcafcofvertucj | 
and it isoneofil'.cn.olhi(]urcdeirc(flsofObcdicncc Jikcnn Antidot, topre- 
feiuc ihofe that liuc vndcr it , fiom the dar.!:;cr they might ial-inioby the 
poyfon of Honour. 

8. This \va5 manifcrt in 5'.T/;«w.rf of ^7W//ii whofc example may conforte i 
wjtii al Rch\;ious pe»^ple, their cafe beingthefame. When he read Diuinitic j 
at7\inMvi[iirreat.tpplaufc, and his Supctiours thought fit licdiouldbcmade i 
Dot^ .ur; at the firil , out ofmodeftie, he would by no nicanes heaic of the 
pr. motion, pretending want of fufticicncie (if they would hauc bclicucd I 
lu.iifijf ) jnJ vvant of age , bc/n- then fcarcc twcntic ycarcs old. His 
niiiK!bcj;v',lni/icd in ihcfc thoughts', and weeping bitterly , inthe nighttime j 
he t'louglr he faw a man of venerable and grauc afpe^ llanuin'^ by him, and 
a.k.v; w'.y iicwas fu fad , bad him confidently and without fcarc obey hii 
Su;)ci iou:"$ ; for fuch was the u ilof God; and that he Ihould take lor the Tc« ! 
of the SpcAcU lie \\ as to make at his Commencement, thefe words of the | 
I (^^mc:WMfK-''jhvhUfrot!:elji-UrpUm»ffhi!. With uhith Vi/ionhewasfo | 
aunnatcd ih it aftc. Nv.rds he tookc his Degree u ithout anic feare or irmiblr. 

V. Ikfidcs. ithcli-cthnuich totiieprcferuation of Religious Humiliticifi I 
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t > tf.c w'lc/c ar.i.ie , & the arinie is called vidorious •, fo in Relieious Faniilies, 
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^^ ;e(i.in:e ilAnnh exq-iilidy performed by one manatiiong them , the man I 

• •...M^w.is, neither ljii;hc ' ' * * ^ " ' 

H- '•. '' .choii/cukeruflicis part; by which mcAnc<;, ihoii-hhcbcem- 



••»' he w.is, neither jjighcr nor lower , but the honour fprcadeth itfdf 
•J-i-aJiatijuycs 



f the world , he (lilrcmayncs hidden •, & cuciic t-nc | 

taking 




taking notice of him , he is yet vnknowne; and forfakcth not luimilitic in the 
topolHonour. And truly, that Religious peoplclhould bethushumble and 
iionourcJ,is both profitable and ncccllarie j for ifihcy Ihould a'waytsicmainc 
in obfcuiitie.whatcouidtiieir labours profit the (J urch ? .md if ontheothci 
fide they JiK)ukl be puffed- vp with jilorie and appiaufc , this alfo would nip the 
fruit , wiiith they might bring forcli, and make iheni like a tiiick ling Cymbal, 
vvlikh c.itiics but an cmptic and vnprofitablc Ibund in one's care. 

7 he fihithft ti'u s that R eligwfi ij the Schoole of ycrtuc, 

C M A 1>. X X I. 

, S among menihcrcbercucralarr; andftienccs ; and to dcli- 
ucr and tcath them, fcueral Maiilcrs and fchooles appointetl; 
' one for the excrcifes ofal kind of Learning , an other for 
j Chiuahic and fcatcsof armcs,othcrs for other kinds of difci- 
J plincand knowledge : So the method of gayning Vertue is 
deliucred in Religion \ in fomuch tliat if wc would define 
Reli '.ion , wc may iulUy calit the Schoolc of Vertue ; which propcrtie and 
benefit that it may be the more confpicuous to al , we nuill fuppofe fomc 
fcwihiM",s andfirft how b.irc our foule is ofal kindof vertue, if wc con/ider 
it .IS it is in itfef alone. ^4tij}nlc ( whom S.I h(,nt,ts in thcfc Moral matters 
dothpunthiallyfollow, almoftas if hcdidbut tranllate him out of one lan- 
guage into anotlier )doth ic.ch cxprclly , that naturally wc hauc no Vertue 
in vs , and pr-nicth it by nunic rcafoiu. Whcrvnto by the light of Faith 
( v\ hich he w anted ,) wc mny aiidc,that wc are net only n« t borne with Vertue, 
but v% iih much corruption , anddcpr^uation, an.l with rrcni propcnficn and 
forwar^inc ,fo al kind of vice; but only that togcatker wlthtncrc (uiJs,two 
ihmgsremainein vs which are good, to wit, fomeinciin.inon to Vcrtue,giucu 
vs by ihc Authour of Nature , who firft made vs good and vpiiijitj and cer- 
tain feeds therof, which maycafily be brought to lipei^cs , if wc wil fufler 
them togrow, and by care and diligence further them. 

I. Outofuhich we may gather two things to ourprefcnt ptirpofc. Firl>, 
how fowlc a thing a Soulc naked of Virtue is. For as our bodie , if It wane 
diuers limmcs ,or in manie yeares grow no bigger tiien when it was fir/t 
borne, is vglie to fee to, and vnprofitablc r fo if our foule want the orju- 
mcnt olveitucs, which arc as it were the parts therof", it is lame ik imjKrfccf, 
and confequcntly vglie and deformed. Secondly , what may be the bell or 
only ncccnhfic way , to get thcfc vcitucs, of which our fitlc is t'editute. 
./fnO tit fiyth there is no other way , then by t xerciling acV^ of Vertue , and 
pcrforutin-in wot kthat which Venue doth require i oiher-.r ifc ( fiyth he) 
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thcnisthcfafliionofmiftmen, who, if they difcoutfe ( f Vcrruc, think they 
hauc it furc enough ; which is a great erroar in them ; and they rcfemble fome 
fick pcop'e , that giue diligent care to that w hich the Phyficians fay , but wJl 
notobferue tlicir prcfcriptiijns} auJasthcfc ihal ncucrrecoucr the health rf 
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their bodic , fo the ochers wil neuet be found m foiuc. Tnis is t.ic iruc tui I 

folid difcourfc of ihiiprinic Phtlofopher. For Vcrtuc is aH4bir, as Philofa, I 

phcrs cal it , and feing a hibU ii not gotten but by often ads, Vcrtuc alfo cio. I 

HOC be "otten but by vfc and often pradife thcrof. And fpeaking of Moral I 

Vcrtucs", there can be no doubt made , but this doaiinc is true •, andthti 

fa.na doth hold alfo in the ThcoloRtcal Vcrtuct. FOr though ihcy be «! 

fii i\ infufcd into our foulcs by the lolc guift of God, yet ( if wt fet .infantil 

afiJc that aic new bi,)tizcd ) they require bcforc-hanJ fomc prc^>ar^tion o(| 

mini , which confifb in the exerciCc of fomc ads \ and after they are infii,|J 

fed, they arc cncrca^cJ and ftrcnj^thncd by the fame ads. Wherefore ihnm 

which v' Hern4fci fpcakech of HjmiHtie,may befaydofal other Vertuej,ihe';^| 

. rcaf.ubciii^thc fane in al. The hun^b.ing of ourfelues is the svay to get^ 

» hu nilitie, as patie.iccisihe way tohauc peace i and rcading,to j;ei knowled •«, h 

„ If thou icfircthevcrtueof Hamilicic,fpaie not to humble thyfelf .for ifthoa ! 

i. ca;iil not endure to be humbled, t lou canft not attayne to Humilitie \ 

In Rdi .i> ?. Scin.;thcicfore it is fo certain andcuidcnt, that Venue cannot bcJo^| 

VcrVic'^iv icn but by labour and pradlifc; it doth euidenily follow,thatthecourfcof jifti 

incotirmal vvhich miniftcrs more often and better occafioniopra«aifcthcfame,ismrr«| 

'^''^*'^* beneficial to our foulcs,& more vfcful towards Saluation. This (I dareboldiy I 

fay ) am Migal other courfcs, is Religion, w>ere Vertue is in the pvitneani | 

continual pta^fe. For asforthcLoueof GoJ and our Neighbour, wcmay ^^^l 

fpare a labour to fpeakc of it;becaufeit is apparent, chat in Religion people * 

doe nothing els but feekehow they may dayly cncreafe in the louc of God-.A | 

there cannot be among men more loue and ft iendfliip towards one another, I 

then thcicis among Religious people i who as they are indeed, fo?.re called I 

Brcthtcn.as it u ere procecdmg f jom one bcllie. The like may be fayd of Obe- 1 

diencc, thepra^ifc vvheroftunnes through cucric thing that isdone in Rcli« I 

gion. Humiiuieis (o frequent in this kindofiife,ihatit may fccmetobcconi. I 

pofed of no oilier thing ; and is therefore deferuedly tcarmcd by S, B«rW, I 

the Schoole of Humilitie For, accotdingtolhe account which worldiiepco i 

pic vfc to make,noihing canbe m ^re abicd and contemptible then Rclit,ioD, I 
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wcl in one of his Scrmdsto the people of Antioch, where among other pnifo m 
ofaRelieiouscourfe he fayth thus: There we may behold the Keij^ht of Hu« 
„ miliiie i for their dwelling, their apparrel, their employments, bcuc Hamili* 
», tic as it were written vpon them in Capital letters i and the things which I^J 
, nouiilh pride, as lich attire, Aatelie buildings, a great tray ne of folioweti, |*J 
, whichpuflTeamanvpalmoft againfthis wil.arefarrefirom themi they make P^| 
,, their ownc fires, they cu: their wood, they drtflc their ownemeatc.,thc)f L- 
^ waite at board. No man is great among them, nomanislitlejyct there ♦$«• fel 
, confuiion , but order mod cxaflly kept i for if anie one of them be litle , lit ^M 
„ that is great, regards not that , but rather efteemcs hi mfc If lower then the If 
„ Jealti and tliereby becomes greater. And that which S,Chryfoftotne fjyth cf'^ 
Humi!itie,maybcfavdofotner Vertues, al of them being in Religion conti- * 
nual Jy pradtifcd ; which declares not only how beneficial this couric of Ifc 'H 

btU; 
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but W4(h«l an admirable fweecnes of the proceedings iherof , not by precepts 
•looe (w hich yet arc not wanting ) but by daylie pra<ftife , inuring vs to Ver- 
cuciand by frequent adls andexcrcife therof, introducing vs to pcrfcdion 
ivitiiout trouble to ourfelues, but with infinit profit. 

4. An other commodiiic of Religion, common to al Arts and Sciences in 
their feueral kinds,Liberal and Mechanical , is this : that as in the verie mea« 
ncil of them , it is enecnicd a rare thing to excel, and to be able to doc a thing 
better then anie of the fame trade can doc it; &, fuch fmiths, and carpenicrs,& 
other tradcf- men are mollfought after, as are skiifullcd in their occupation^ 
and thoughihc trade in iifclfbe bafc , yet to be rare init, iseftcfmedai,reat 
matter :fo it filleth out in ReligiousdifciplinCi and with greater reafon, bc- 
caufein itfelf it is a more noble employment, trading w holy in tJie purfuit 
and purchafe of Vertue. Thofcthat employ themfelues with more eacneflnes 
in it, and profit more, are more commended and .idmired i as in a race ( fuch 
as Religion is to pcrfe<5lion) he that maketh greatcft fpeed, hathaliheap- 
plaufe, whichisnofmalcncoutai,cnient to runnc apace. Sccularpcople find 
if to be trse^fotitisone of the greatcll tubs they hauc , th.nt others among 
them doe not npproue of their cndcauours in Venue, but they are fayne to 
fiile againd the wind, meeting oftinics with hard ccnfures, fcoffef, & taunts 
of other men; and our nature is fo weake, that it can hardly wirhftand them, 
or contemnethent. Manieforfcareof fuchthitv'^sarehindied from vnder- 
caking that which other wife they know is good, manic after they haue begunc 
agoodcourfc,grow weatic of it,finding that they muftrow fomuch againft 
the Areame -, and while thcy eafc their armes, they aie borne quite downc 
ag.iincby the current. Amon^ Religious people it is quite contraiie •, for 
( as 1 began to fay ) becaufc it is their profcfUon to liuc vcrtuoufly , they that 
giur tiiemfelues mod vnto it, and become rare in it, arc mod applauded,cdee- 
mrd, and fet by i And fo vv hen anie of them is employed in anie mcanc office^ 
or fcruil bufines , there is no fcarc that others v\ ii contctiiiic him for it , or 
laugh at him (as M/i/Jo/ fcorncd ,D4i»;</ ) but rather the moic dili^Cf)ily arid 
ciiccrfuily he goeth about it, the more he is edcemed and loucd of a\, 

5, S lohn DjMxfcen ^ a man both noble and wcalihic , andonetliat had 
borne office with credit in the Common-wealth,became.iMonk . andhcini; 
c6mitted totheindruftionof oneofiheScniours, ilicgoodold man thouglit 
it necedaric fird to ground him wel in Humilitie , to which purpofc he 
put him to doe althe infcriour offices of the houfc , to fwccpc , »o fcourc, 
to make cleanc the houfcs-of office , and difpatch al other drudgene t!)at 
was tobedonciand moreoucr, asif nothin; which heditLwe^e wel d> nc, 
he was continuilly finding-fault with him .ind reprehending iiin); and fol- 
lowinj^thiscourfcfimemoneths togea'her,broiight himtotl;ar ptiI<clion 
in Vcrtuc, which cuer after flieweditfelfintheh )lineiofhis life, liui to our 
purpofe-, thofc houfchold-offices , which in thcmfelucs arc very mcane and 
oafe , were notwithdanding ^3 fairc from bringing the Saint indifgrace 
with the red of the Monks, as rather thcy bred liim greuci refpc^ti cueric 
one .idmiring and extolling fo great contempt of the world and of himfclf, 
in a man th.it inihecyesof the world had been I'o gteat. And the good old 
man ihat had becnfo dcarnc vnto him > when he law his time , embraced 

O /f him 
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Jiim wi'K cheerful countcnancc,& congratulating with himthc benefit whkh 
he had made of this cxcrcifc in Co fliort a time, difinillcil him with Uret I 
comtncndation fronivndcr his charge , as an old foldicr , and one that could 
no.v rjicnn;j,c his armcswith-ut a teacher, 

6 Ami wc may giuc ouiTclucs to thcfccxcrcifcs of humilitic, motrifi, 
cuioii, and prayer , with fuch genera! approbaticn, as I hauc favd , not ( nly 
wi Inn the cwnpallc oFour owne walics , but before anic rccu;ar people, 
lor \N hen tlicy Ice a Religious man doeanichuniblct JKce, tlicy admire him 
and arc edified with it , thougliifihcy lliould fee anic of thcmfducs dccthc 
iikc,(licy wouM think it abafc thing inhim , Co much ficcdonic doih Rdi, 
gion giiic v> in the piai.tilc ol" eucric go.;d thing. 

" 7. And thus fane wehaticfpokcn of tiic Schoolc i;rclf, and ofiJ-cSchoI- 
br?. The Maiilcisof this Sdioolc arc twoj ihconc\-iliblc, to wit,oui Supc. 
riouroi Prelar, cf v, horn ucihalh.uic occallon to fpcakeheeraftcr-, tl.Cutuer 
uinuill'oic, whom \\c bclicuconly »and vrdcrftand to be fo, and yci he is 
:ru!y and in a mannrr our onlic Malftcr. So Trutlj itfclf fpcakfth : r>t ntt 

' C4iUJin.tiiit,i J/(c.mfifnc IS ymr m.nihi ^ O-nji ^ who is not wantin'.» in anie 
dutic bcIontMiv.; ro a tliii^cnt & skilful Maidcr. He takcih pavncs to inl{rii(ft' 
ti'.c ign(>ianr,a hunccththofc that haiie proli:cd,and bclbnvcf h rjcatcr liijlit 
vpon the perfect ; He rci^chcndcJi thole il.ai doc nmiilc , heputrcth ihtm 
forward that arc backward .md remillc, he comfotieth tiiofc that arc hemic 
and fid, and rclVtilicth and Ihcngilincth tiicm that arc oner- wcaiic; finally, 
(as I hct/i.ti a Kctij'K ^a<:ooi\ (piritual Authour , bringcth him in,rpcalcin" ot 
hindclf; hcrcadcth twolcllonscuciic day to hisdifciplcs i corrtt'timr thofc 
that doc not fi)!! w hi5(JireClions,and encouraging and hartnin;- them rha: 
doc fullow them , to grc forward dayly with gi cater alaciiiic What thto 
c 11 ar.ic Religious man want, hauing fuch a Afaillcr, and uithal fuel) com* 
jn.)»ii;ic of hearing and practiling the precepts which hcr-iucs ? The ( nlic 
tliin; which lie needs to tcarc, is that he be not wanting to' himfcif, arnlnf- 
'.'JtctlusDwnc dutic , and this vcric thing belongs to his MailkrVprouiJcnt 
;arc to prcucnt.thai ic n>ay not happen. One nwn may be(hvv his labour in 
teaching an otl;cr man , but cannot giuc his fchollar ciihiT wil or wit to 
'.oncraucihat wiiith he gocih about to teach him ; Om Mairtcr can CjfiV 
-iucbotiu'.d and power, to make benefit of that w iiich hepropofctli. 

The tenth frtiit : Thuic of Grace. 
C II A I'. XXII. 
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J arc aj it vvcrccaft into our bofomc by the State itfeJf , ^vithout anic labour or 
Icndcauoiir on our part ; al which, though tiicy be manic in number and of di- 
lucrs Kindsvvcliialcomprehend vndcroncgcncralnameofGracc.Forby the 
na-neof Giacc wc vndcriland al fupernaturai guifts, vVorking, a luancing.or 
lar.icuayhejpinj toour eicrnal welfare , among uhicli t!>c\liielcfl is that 
llic iicnlic intKrent qualitic , which giucs a new lH'c,^ a ; \i were a nevv nature 
ItJ our foulc like vnto God ; then the habits of I-aitii, H<)pc,a(jdothcrs,cucn 
linoral vcrtucs ; finally al inward inlpiiation; of the Hjiic-Ghojl.cnli ;htning 
loiu vndcrdandiiig , or mouing and (Ircngthningour wii , u hich two latter 
Ikind . of Grace, though ihcy be farrc infcriour,boih in woi th an J cfhcacic, to 
jtlut qualitic which makes our foulc grateful to God, and woi chic of his lo'uc, 
Ithcy haue notwithflanding a fui^ernaturaJ force and venue , whereby they 
Ic^ncuirc and help towards the crtVaing or cncrcafing ofthat Diuinc habit ill 
Iwh; h ( as I hauc layd .) the lite of out" fou.'cd.ith confilL Andfcing al thcfc 
JGrac.s be foncccllaric, and To precious, nothing can redound mt 're to the 
MU'ijcndation of a State for worth andcommodltir, then if wc Iht w tl at it 
ihath manic waycs to purchafc abundance of thcfc Graces; which (fa Reii- 
itiouslbtccuerie oncnuili acknowledged: confcllc. For if wcmarkc it wcl, 
I tiic:c be in it fourc Heals, from w hich this Grace doth How. 

1. Thefirft is the vcric natural ConftituiionofthcftatcitKlf; for bcin?^ 
|in the rank of fupernaturai things one ofthe highcll, it is, as it weie, C( ni- 
Ipoundcd of manic graces, and gi eat plcntic of them: which « Rcligioiis man 
Imuft needs reccauc cogeathcr w ith the (Utc. For a Religious couifc , ai,d tlw 
l\(ric refolution of cntrim: into ir, contayning Co manic thinjs , as it'doth , to 
I wir, the contempt of alearthlic things, hatred of ciches, of honour,?iworldlic 
ipompc,thc louc( f contincncic, andmoapfrfcachallitie.thc denial oC our 
iowncuil.thepraaifcof humidtic.aicfdiitiontogocthrourh a'^rcat dealc 
■ of hardnes and diflicultic, to take vp our Ct ollc and carric it ,'finall 



Wl.af i\ 
I7 Grace, 



KoIiVion 
.holy c.-. 
pounJciliit 
Grace, 



lly a peipc- 



llualrefi.;nationanJpcrfcftyealding-vpofourfrlues,ai.dofourwh<)Ielifc,t(> 
Ian other's difpofc, which is no fniaimailKici A Rciiiionscourfc, I fay, bci'n » 
las it were coujpoundcd of thcfc and manic moi c fucJi like graces and vci tucr^ 
l\'. hen God d-th cal a man to b'j Rcli ious.he nuill withal needs infpiic atul 
Igi'ic iiim al tht fe tiiin-s. Wh.v therefore can be niorc worihie 01 more dclit c- 
Iftil then this llatc, wherin fo manic holcfume and neccdarie guifcs aie fo calily 
J.md liberally call vponvs, as that we need to take no pay ncs at al fc^r anic of 
Ithcm, but hdd the bofomeofiur foulc wide open to rccoueandcnioy them ' 
^Andmcthiiikitdothfoittcwhat rclunb!c thecalling of an in)a;,e in brall^; 
\i r that i i done al wholy at once, armes, ik legs, and al other i)a: ts' toreat her! 



id there remaynci nothing to be done to it, but topolijh it, or perhaps to 
Ifupply foni.Mitlc pctccs hecr an 1 therc.w hich nii(»hncmaync impcifcdu hii U 
^ but a finil la')onr,N\hcn chc whole bulk is once call j fowhcn the Holie- 
;<iliolt cali'es vs to Re!igion , he framcth this his fupernaturai and 
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._^^, *^.''^^'^y^'^r''^fi''»\f^inSpirit, andaduancingourfcJuesInVrituf, g|>«^ , . , - . ^ . ->, 

'iu J?v^ ''' '' ^'''^ ^ '■=^"*^ ^^^^^y 'r^^kcn , bringcth orcat coir.n.oilitic to Mn '^' ' J" '' j»n. con-aynn..-;, as 1 fayd , al things belonging to a Religious 
tr"l>'A '^'''"'^^Svctrrquirethindulhic, labour, indpavDcs ind her- M^^'^' , ^"^ ''^'^"f'' a' •» vs 1 fo that wc hauc no more to doc al our lifc-rimc, 
r»^f^ ^r''^i>c.;llcdaSchoo:e,inv^hichnomanr(ircsbcncft without il7*^ -'"'y ^ ^Po''•'^ ^» h>ci^^ 

* ■ ' ' T7;'"^»"^^'^;^'vocau>nd.(haIf-}.iticv^ 



rii ndl ci d an. ur a.ul attention. The benefit thcraorc, t fw IndnVow' I. MTi to 
1, cake, IS fanc-uater, in re -ard that manic ''oodihin-.s accrue vmo vs. and 
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waur wl.lchalwavcs flowcih.Whcicforcv^c may truly anaiiilUy r.iy,chiu 
Kc iH\)U foule is tlK 'rff p/^'^rr^ /'^/^f ^'«'n (>/ w-//r,thai js,of ilws plcniifuU I 
manilol ''-ncc^runnin-', iiuhai abundancc.ihat it is like a riucr which ncucrl 
«-^^■ ''' ft jvcs f fo?it is tlic r>uci oiiuwK w^^" w;;.W. ^tomMlum ihe /*./f 0/ Co^ wl 
c/ ;/,c r4^«'> ) but as one flrcamc oucicalccth another, lo grace followcth alt« 
nracc u iiiiouc intcnnirTion , whereby our foulc comes to yea J i^Unue of [m 

y An other fountainc of this Grace , is tliac which Truth itfclf giucih vjl 
to vii Jcrftaiul i.i thcfc words : Where two or thcc 4,e .^.//.m./ u^u,he,,n ,«J 
r,4,nc ilccLvnin ibtmdH of them. For though our Lord God bc tul of mciJ 
cic and icldy liberal towards al that cal vponhi.n, y" he powics forthhul 
aicrcics more pletuifully vpoiuhofe. that Hue &: arc line kcdtogcathcrinoDel 
communitic /by the bond of Charitic. V. (<./;/; f)Am4fLtn doth acvHowlcdpfJ 
that this Diuincfcntcnccis properly a-id truly fuifiilcd .n a RchgiouscourfcJ 
and that when our Sauiour named twoor t'.rcc , he did not bairc a greater i 
number *bm by that certain number, vndcillood wha r,cucroihcr nuinbtrj 
th.n-h ncucr fo ^rcar. SJl.lu ar^.tcthfuiiher : If our Lord (fayi..he)pt-omi.l 
fcth this where tAoorthrcearc'^aihcrclt-r^cadKr, it ismuch more hkcinhel 
u ildoc the Cmuc wl'.cicihcic liialbcafarrc -rcater alUmbhc i And coiulu.| 
dcth thcrcvpnn very truly, that it Chiidbc wiiii vs,wc c.in want nothingji 
the /'M»/wfJ intlic DJcrt ncuci u anted anic tl.uii!, bccaufc God wasprcfcc!! 
with them. Thcrcfv)rc when our Sauiour promifcth that he wd be in tnc j 
midll ofaRcli -iuusCon/jcgation, andalwaycs uitii thcm.in one word h: I 
niomifcth al that can be wilhcd, light in daikncs, ft: cn-th in infirmitic.conw I 
fort in fadncs, cafe m pa/nc, viclonc lu CwUibus with the Diucl, courage ani I 
conaancicofrcrolution,encrcarcofvcriuc,final]ywh.ugoodihingcanihc/J 
want th.it hauc him in whom al good things are? I 

4. But the orcatncs of this promifc w il appeare the more, if wcconlidtt I 
the reafon of it. The reafon is, bccaufc Religious people alTcniblc thcmfcluci I 
to'.ca hci, vpi-n no other ground but Charitic. Itis not nature, nor afliiuue,! 
uov ihcfcilowlhip of trade or occupation ( as anwn^^marchants,& foulJuis) I 
\ . Inch hath draw nc ti^emtogcaihcr, but Charitic only. Now God himfclf.ii I 
S.lohn tcllcth vs ii nothing but CIjmhi(\ Co that.as the fame Apoftlc fpcakcib, I 
he thM rtvtjytiei!' ifi f/;jriOf, tcniAyntthin Ooif, (f Ooditi him, and w.icrcthclinck I 
of Chaiiiic runneth, ilvcic G04I is betwixt thcni ifotha; Godis notcnlyprt- j 
fcni incucric co.np.'.nieof Kdi^^ious ncople,but more inwardly ptcfcntjtlKii I 
they are nceteoneioar.othcr amon^ ilicmfchicsi aswhcn tv/odoncs.irciayd j 
in morter togeathcr , the mortcr mud needs be nccrcr them both , then the I 
(loucs are on^c to another. Certandy if this promifc of our SauioutextcnJU' I 
ftlftoalChriIlians,asitdoch,uhon-'twithll3ndin4hauenowina nunnfri 
uothin,; common one v\iih another, but their Fjith, & thatwhichfollov\«h | 
of laith, or beloii ;eihto it Jf wcbeiieue.ihatChrilHs in thcmidllofiiicm, I 
how iraich niorcout:ht wctobclicuc.hcisinalRcligious Faiiiiiics, where all 
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lliccoQly.U.iiihju^il.al be pai takers of this vufpcakcablc benefit, this one 



word doth make me think , that our Socictie of I e s v s ( which in aloihcr 
thingwsthclcall and lowcft } hath a peculiar right and intcreft inihis Grace, 
by re don ofihc Namcitbc.ircth,thcnamc', I fay, of lESVS, 1 7 which it is 
k nownc am.)n^ al other Orders , as by the proper mark and dcuifc. Arul wc 
may the rather hope fo,and be confident of it, in Regard that this name was not 
lakonvpon human aduife, but by particular inftind: of (iod , and by his wil, 
nude knownc in a Vifion to i". Ij^iufiuf our Head & Founder, when he was in 
an ExtaHcat his prayers, Tlieholincs therefore of this Name cannot but be a 
ureat comfort toys, that fi^^ht as it were vndcr this banner, cortderin:' the p.>r- 
ticularadilhnce&molK'ertainprotcfiionof God, which isj)romifcd vsin al 
things. For that w hich the VVifc-inan fay th , is agreable to this purpofc. Tie 
TtJtne of onr Lord is 4 ma^jhon^ towtr ; tht iu[i man rttnnttb fo it^Mrtd j A,*/ be fsnctl. 

5. AthiidcaufcofabundaceofGraccin Religious companies, is an influence 
from the vvlii)lc communiiie of fpirit and inward help to cucrie particularman 
oftiicfamc comunitie. Foreuciic Order of Religionisfasii were)onebodic 
conliding of fo manic members and paris.astlicrebc men in it. Iiuerieoncof 
thcfcbodieshaue theirfpirit, which i;iiicjti)em life and motion, wiiicli fpirit 
is partly common and like to tlic fpirit ()fotherOrders,rpecially 'n\ fuch thin.'s 
as arccfsctiahoal Ordcrs,as the three Vowcs,& al kindof vcrtucs,^' partly ic 
is proper & peculiar, as ditfcrent rites and dilfcrent oHices and cmplo\ ments, 
u liich eucrie Order doth pracIJiifc according to the particular inllitutc it hath. 
VVhcref ire as if a man could fet a new hand' or an arme to a bodie , i n v\ hich ic 
was not before , the fjulc that giucth life and motion to the reft of the bodie, 
would .;iuc infl-jencc into that new member alfo, and make it liue nnd mciic; 
fo \vhcn anic bodie vpon mature aduife of his owna, and by lawfuUuthoritic 
ofihofe, towliom it dothbclong ,isicccaucd into anic Religious Order,tlic 
fpirit, with giucth life and vigour to the whole Order, is dcriucd into this new 
part thcrofj&caufcth it to work the fame works which the whole Order <loih. 
6. DAHid was in companie with the Proplicts that were foretelling things to 
comc,andnn,'ingp:ayfes to God, when iarW fcnt certain men to kil him. So 
fooneasthcy came , tl efpiiitof God was vpon thcmalfo, and t!icy bcginto 
fini; and prophecie. [SahI hearing ihcrof,fcnt the fccond and tiie third time 
©dicrs ftilbe ter prouidcd to execute the mifchicf that was intended, but it 
hai ncd totliem al alike , for vpon their arriual in ftced of their wicked fuiic , 
they wcfcinucftcd w ith Prophetical pictie. Then the wicked King mindin}; 
hiinfeJf to doc the<!ecd, lannetothcplacc fulof fiic and rage; but when he 
came.hc could no more then the oihcrs iclift thefpii it (»f Goil,w hich lighting 
vpoM him , ilid Co tarn'- him, that prtfcntly caitii.g off his Princclie robes, and 
himfclf vpi.iHhc groun l,hc fpent that whole day and the ni^ht follovx ing 
coiiiimiallypraylii gG -d. An cuident argument an I moft certain proofe of 
the point v\ c haue in liand , to wit , how alliircd and cfticatious a incancs n is 
to get abundance of i',race,t.. be adopted in ihofceo!ni>anicv,\vhich of chem- 
fe'ies are fiil of grace , for if the fc wck'd men, cucn while they wercaciing 
thciiiagedic, could befo fuddonlv i.ifli.ncvl wit'i Fropheticai fpiiir, being 
picfcnt in bodie cVnoi liimmd, whit (hal wc conccauewil he donebv ilr fc 
tnr»t banc r>! ted themfclnes with fnch h>liccomi anif, vpjnfti] di..ibciati'>n , 
I and '.f-iiiciedihemfelues vivo it wiioly ni.-li UMrly , i.-.t f,)i a < 'ay or two, 
butfot cuer. For if grace was giuca W xlvAc that dJifcd ir nor , but rather 
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niJillo. J :r,tuiK li more certainly and aiorcabup.iiantly Ilia! ihcydoubtlcjl){ I 
tCi^lcni.icJjiiiatiicii.c ic, ar.d vviili alclicir l.arc cndcauour foi it, I 

7. iiK- f..u-tli rcafon of abundance cfGracc,ijl:rcaurcihc ir.linit bcncfi.jl 
^\ guif:5 wluwliourSjuiour Ch.iilhith nioirjciiiuihilly powrcd-forih vponf 
i!)c whciL- Church , v\ hich iicpurcijafcd with hi. owr.c moftprctious b.'oud I 
arcinatinnn;: riIIc:i\vi£i»iaccmpalIcol thcvvaiiC';ci Kcli^ion,6c vpon R^l 
ligiouspcoj Icaloncfcr: hough ihcy bcr.iucnfor alChriftians, inaoic fcarrtl 
nulvc vici Fihcm^tnanicnot Jtalihovvjotucr, Reiigious people ccitainlymiii I 
bcftcnioythcin,3.rl with ;;rcatcft cafe. Aini;iJL,:hc!c guifcswc reckon the Sj. I 
cramcnts if(hcClmr«.h,andchicfly iholtr.vo wnicharcfoful ofgracc.andfol 
inuchthc!]iorcbcncficial»bccau(i-uicy aloiieu(nCi.; clicrcllniny be^Iayiyvfcd;! 
to \vir,t lie S.ict anient of Conftflion,;.iid oi t!)cholicHuchaiill, vvhtiinafitrl 
C«>kinon we feed vpon the vcric Bodic & lilou^i oiour Sauicur; from v\hciKe I 
vr.(pcakJb)ei(^y & l>.ippincsisdcriueJ co cui f-iiiu?. How thctcfore, though i 
this iiifiiiittrcaluicbclayd open for a! the i'ala.Fcl t • pncakccf it , yet ubf 
fccthn 'I t'.at Rehuioii: people di;c make fjitc bcttci vfc cf ir,&. hauc greater i 
comniodi ic tvjr it f Secular people m:il couiiTion!y arc hindicd iit!:ci-VNh*iJ»| 
fioimcccini.K' ihrfcSacraincnti ,or f:onncccauin^;ll.ciiifo wcutiiily as the I 
luiicilieof tf.cin JoJi rci]u:ic,by thcdayiiccarcs , and troubles, pallionsani I 
z\\ ct )n%to whit li that com fc (iHifc is continually Aibitd i the ilatc of Re I 
ligiuii bcin:; ficcliojnfccu'.ir budncs and vexation , and wiioly coninofcdta 
tlic c;kI to t ilU- of God , doih iiclp the fubicdts thcrof in the vfc of t!ic(c Sjcn- 
nicnts.a, in al oihci things. Thv like may be fayd of al other fpiricual richc;, i 
A: thicriy ol h)lic Strij^tuic.which.as it is profitable for al occalions, &: vviihal I 
ni ^fl delight :*iit.)icadc& fhidifjfiuvc fii)dcbye>:pcilecc,ihat very few otiict! I 
bdi ici Rc!i.;i )usmcndoe cin, loy ihcmfclucsia thcftudic therof, with that I 
ialii-.g U ih.u f.ii it, wi:h ^^ hich it is fitting To holic a thing Ihould be hanJld. I 

S. Accrtji.irjuiitual Amhourfayth irulyand wel^thatasforthclifeofoui I 
b^dic u'c iicc\L- mearc to letVcflj it, & light to direct it \ fo tomaintaincthcliff I 
. ol .<iir (>y\\i.-^' (' mull h.iue mcate and lij.ht. Our nicate, is the blcHcd B )Jicof I 
f'Ur 1,-rJ ; 'ur li,r|,t,isthc VVorduf GA^jl^nxfic /a ««> /<fr',;uti)C I'lophct [ 
f ^' J aci h. 1 1, v,cl nc , as I b(\;an t > f.y , thou ;h thcfe hcauenlicguifts be irli- 1 
»ni!) p.. i.ciMj. and neccd.iric , a^^.dtndiflcrcntly propofcd toeucric onc;yrt [ 
they arc not k;...\v!icto al, neither wil al , ihat knowriicm, \l'i: them; Rcii- 1 
g!ouspcoplviK..-.nr.nrnf(,c nothing eirc,andconfcc|ucntiycuerie bodic mull I 
ncc U oni lie , tii.i' they arc inful arvlpcrk-a pojrdli.Mi of al the riches and I 
uwlU ul.Kh C: i:.l our Siuioui hjth mo!t b.niniifidlv bilb.wcd vpon hu I 
Spouk t.ic Chuuh.ai.dufw ,a torurri^ therin ho,ic,bciKficia].;ind pictiou?, I 
dcfc-cndcdl.omh...ija.v....nmjnkinl. I m--ht fay, iha; Rcligi..u; people 
oniyluueihem 1 iHcauic fcv others luuc .he vui- r ha'uieto make vfc of 
tli'm,h,w/..ciicr, itisf<lhcic..t th.cRe!ii;K)U';pcoplch.iuc(hcminthata. 
btHK,..; c V. hiJi I !i,mc dcciaie«!.rhcfeau t ic ornament-, of a Religious ftarf, 
v>hc c> •. al u;. i^ fomucli enriched an-i cmbediihcd , thcfe v\cmay liken | 
t.th't.ji, . R,,,e.s,jhu)-ourofl>aiaJire;f.uthcfourefountainsofGrtCC, 
l^" .•/ :..»! hjicujfc 'lined, doc flow from t!icl>aradirc of Religion, w.-?fliin!! i 
' u: <i eM OMkc them blighter, and watering them ihac they may become 
"J 'w f.uuiu/. ' ' I 
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The elcucmh fruit of Religion : Greater merit 
by njcrtue of the Stale, 

CHAP, XXIII. 

S t!ic funnc, which giucs light vnto the earth , hath lli'.ht 
within it.'clf , and borrowcth it not abroad , as the rc(l of 
the fUi res doc from t'lcfunne : fo God only hath Uciiv; and 
BlctlccJnes of himfclf i al other things rcccaiic their being 
and biciredncs by his bountiful guitt and panicipaiioni 
' they rccc.iue, 1 fiy , life and being, %mi1u ut aiiie reope- 
ration of their owriC tijtrvnto i for bef(>rc tlicy were , they could ccu- 
fcrrc nothing to iluir being ; but to the attaytiingof happincs, God hath 
ordayned, they iiiouidconcuiic with their owne .voiks , and fuch works as 
m.iy hauc fotne proportion and congruence with the final End, for which ihcy 
ncie made. 

2. TiicIulHceofGod ,which heal., ayes rcgardeth , required thl^ procee- 
ding J audit was alfo forourhonour,thatfo great a good ihould no; bcgiucii 
vs Hecping \ but that we fhould employ oiu" indulhie and prowcHc in pur- 
cliallctherof.Thisisthcreafonwhy wc were put into this courfc of pilgrimage 
vpon e.iith, an I to this end al our life is dirc^edj wiervpon holic lib doth 
ht ly learmchimfelf , and al vs , iiiy-Uboureri \ who haue nothing but what ihcy 
enrne day by day , by (hength of their amies , and fweat of their brow. Our 
Sauiour in like manner , refcmblcth al men to Marchants , in the Parable, 
where the Mailler ol ihe houfedilbibuting his Talents among his feruanrs, 
Tpeakcs thus vnto them : i'r^r/f /// / a»;r ; giuing vs to vndei (hnd , that this life 
i^ no other , bur a kind of trading ortrafticking ,not in earthlic but in hea- 
uenliemarchandife. Whcelore as marchants employ their whole indulhie 
and lalvur , to become rich and wc.dihic •, and therefore doc withdraw 
tiiemfelues frotii al other exetcifes , a< hunting , iKJing , or following the 
camp; ihcy fcckcal orcafions ofg.»yne, let nothing flip\ whcicby they m.iy 
hope fcr anic lucre ; and efteemc al care and labour fweer , fo that they ihriuc 
hv it; much more ought wc to do the like in this fpirifual trade of ours, the 
benefit therof being euerl.dlin.% And hcrcc we may pather two things : F ii It, 
tie nvfcric of th:<; world, whcrinpeopU hue in great barrenncs and «fcarih of 
a! fpiiitual commodities tiieir harts bring almgeothcr fct vponeaitl^tir pelfc; 
fci ondly , the ha| pincsof a K eligimis flate , wherin wc rriay cnci ie moment of 
lime encrcafc our heaucnl'c ftock v\iih j;reat eifeand facilitie. M'ich might 
be fa\ dof ihe blindncs, and indeed madnes.of Seculir pecple, w ho fo vnpro- 
fi'jldy huiihauay this Ihort moment (>f lime ( which v^'as giucnto purclnfe 
E nnitie) in temporal things fubicift to corruption ;■ But I wilcontentmyfclf 
with one place of V. Otcgtr/f, whodifcourfin; vpon ihofc words of leb:Thfy 
ib^l \f4i{ m yajnf^ drul ptnsh •, doth wclcxpiclic llicit foolilhncs ( for whymay 

P j not 



Ahlvn;,, 
rcfiMiic 

I..:. Lc.nr 



hi. (. 7 4ni 
c. 14. 
This life 
/» a coil 
tiiiiul 
tr.iJc a:; J 
labour. 
Lif:, 19. 1 ;. 



T'.^iiMc- 
r.c .itid 
Ci olislincs 
of»sor)dtC 
people 
tob.6. 18. 



i;« 



HE HAPPINBS 



o\ A Rbligiovs state. Lib. /. Cup. XXlir. 



'il 



'J m 



M 



DtU. iC.K'. 

7/4.'. 1 1 ;. 6 



P/i/. tj.4 



Tl.c rvo 
the- Spoil fc. 



..I'kIc- tilt 
mur. of 



01 S.^r/c- 



Inotcalihcmfoolcs.thatvoluntaiilydiawvpontlicmrclucsroinfinicaloirfj) 
S. Grfc.rif therefore fay ih thus : Tlicy walkcin vaync, who caiiic nothing I 
hence with them of the fruit of their labour i one ftriucsto rl(b to honourj I 
another cmploycih his whole endcauour tocncrcafe his wealth ; a third runnej I 
hirnfclf out of breath after humane prayfej but becaufccueric botliemuftleauel 
thcfc tilings behind him, when he dyes , lie that hatli nothing to cariic wiib I 
iiiin before the ludge, fpcnds hislaboursin vaync. The Law aduifcih v$to| 
the covdTiuc. Thou Mt not dftpme in myfightymptie, Hcthatgocih noipro.! 
uidcd of merit of good works to dcfcrue eternal life , appcarcth cmpiicinj 
the figiitof God i but of the luft the Pfalmift fayth : Ctwln^ ihey shdlctmil 
w$fhijy Oc^trin^ their bHndles. They who fli:w good works within them.j 
fchics , whereby they may deferuc life , come to account in ludgemenr, I 
bearing their bundles. Hence the Pfalmift fayth againc of euerieoiic of I 
the EleCl : \M)o hdtb mt mumd his [onle m yayne. For he rcccaucth /m I 
foulc in vaync, who thinking only of things prcfent.mindcs not thofctlntj 
follow for eucr. He rcccaueth his Pnilc in vaync , who ncglc<5ting the life I 
thcrof , doth prcfcrrc the care of the bodic before it. But the luti receaucl 
not their foules in vaync , who with continual attention rcferrc al tha» ihcy | 
doc in their bodies , to the profit of their foulc j that when the woikii I 
part , the caufe of the work may not palle away , which purchafcth the re. | 
wards of life after this life. ! 

J. Among thefciuft men , whom S.Grt^otie commcndeih, Religious pe(v I 
pic are chiefly to be reckoned ; but we are to flicw that the State itfelf dotli [ 
glue them great aduantage abouc others in it. Two things therefore arc re* 
quired to merit : the thing which we doc, and the end for which we doeir. 
Tills S". Utrnurd callcth thetwo che(f{ti of the Spoufc-, hcihat wantctheithcr I 
of them, mud needs be exceedingly deformed i much more if he want them I 
both. He that handles temporal things for temporal vefpcds, wantcthboth; [ 
i:e that doth a fpiritual thing , for a temporal end , is deformed in one of them. I 
N'lW that in which R el i^7,ious people beftow ihemfclucs , is God's ownc bu- 1 
fines, whcrin it is vnfpcakable, and in a manner vncredible, what aduantage I 
ihcy haue of fccular people. l*or there be vfually two things in fccular pco- 1 
pie wi>ichdoelcncn their tiKrit, or dcpriucthem uholy of it : Tirft, thattlicf I 
mud of neccfhtie bufic ihemfclucs in carihlic and temporal things •, as to I 
maintainc tlieir children andfamilie, to place their daughters , to furnifljal I 
other charges of houfc- keeping •, Secondly , thatvvhatlocuertiiey doe, it i» I 
."or themfelues , and for their ownc priuatccommotliiic •, their thoughtsruinc I 
vpon nothini;cls,buthow ihcyand theirs may liuc in plcntic and cafe. Now I 
he that lakcthpayncs only for himfelf and for his ownc benefit, fcrucih hiifl' I 
felf and no bodic els , and therefore cannot without impudencicand inio- 1 
dice ilcmand reward or hire of an other. Hence itcouicth, that the workfi I 
ot mod men , when they come to be weighed in the balance of cquitic of I 
Godhitjifclf , aicfound fauhic, and nor current •, the truth whcrof was ona I 
lime flic wed ina draugcVifionto the great ^rj#«;Kc, a famous Hcrcmit. Firft I 
he thought he faw a man very bufic in cutting downc wood ; and when b< I 
Jiad hound it vp m a bundle, he v\ as taking it vpon hislhouldcrs, and coul<i I 



up 



jiot,it wasfo big & hcauic:& to help himfelf , he dil cut downc more wood 

& made liis burthen bigger and bigger. Againcjie faw another laboui ing al day 

to draw vvaier ,and w hen he had it , he powred it into t vcflll witliout a bot- 

tome,&itrannealavvay. This Vifion an Angel interpreted vnio iiim, & fayd, 

that the fiid were they , that hcape finnc vpon finnc ; the fecond arc they , that 

doe their works for humane ends; by which mranes the works pi efciitly pe- 

rilh,andauaylc lijcm nothing towards life eucrlariing. And ifiheic be anie 

(asceri.iinly there bcfomefcw in the world) fowife and waricas todiicdt 

their aiitions carefully to God ; yet the actions themfelues being of their ownc 

nature cactiilic, they mud be continually labouring and toyili); to rayfc them, 

aiul kvcpc them vp from theeaith, which endcauour of theirk bving fomcv^ hat 

violent, cannot lad long, and fo they quickly fluinck dow iicvvartis to the 

earth a};aine,as thcii natuie drawes them. It hapneih quite otheiuifc with RLhf^ious 

Rcligiouipcoplci for hi dforfaking their ovvnc h )urcand goods , they arc "H'n.GoJ'n 

taken into the houfc of God and his Tamilic ; andconfcquently v\hatfoeucr h""^<*'"»''l 

bufincs they hauc the-ic, it is properly God's, and fo long as they arc employed '^^"*""' 

in ir , iliev labour for God , ami not f r themfelues , fo that if we compare the 

daicofa Secular man ,thatliues wcland vpright,'.\ ith the date of a man ch.ie 

lilies in Religion , there is tills difference btt wixt them , that the one fcructh 

as a friend , the other as afcruant i afiiendby cnti'^aiie or of his ownc accord, 

may do his friend fojiicferuicc, but yet he is to iiuc of himfelf, and mud pro- 

UKJc for his ownc occ3fi>>ns, afcruant that dwelleth wi;h hismaider,althat he 

doih,mudbcforhisMaider's feruice:fo when a Religious man hath left al 

thai he had, and put himfelf into the fcruice of God, he mud of force , and ij\ 

a m.inner whether he vvilorno, attend God Almighties bufincs, and day and 

night vyayte vpon hinr, and lie can doc no other, becaufe he hath w ithdrawnc 

himfelf from his ownc piiuate adayrcsi not only in wil andpurpofc, bm by 

Jidancc of place , and abfencc fiyni the things themfelues. 

4. Moicouer, that which wc handle in Religion isnot properly carthlic, Tlirccfoite 
but for the mod part Sjiiitu.il , or mingled wiih fome Spiritual thing, of employ. 
lor al that a Religious man doth , may be reduced to three heads : IiiH ""•"\<f 
are rhe a([f ions which are immcdiatly dirc^^ed to God, as Prayer , Contem- '^*^,'',?'"" • 
plation , the vfc of the Sacraments, the pradifc of the venues of Humiliae, aHnuKurJ. 
Charitic, Pcnnancc , internal by contrition of hart , and external by |>u- 
liilhing the bodic j in which a(fllons a Religious man fpcnds tl.c greater 
part ot his life, and no bodic can n)akc anic doubt , but they tend diredly of 
ilicir ownc nature, without anic labour of ours, to God, and dcfciue a rc- 
vvaid at his hands. There be other vvi rks that arc external , yet proccede 
from the verie bow els of Religion \ as to prc.uh, to heare CJonfefli-ins, to 
Ciicourageothcrsto deuoiion , logiue good aduifetothofc that askcir, and 
oftimcstothofc that doc notaskcit, as the Apodle wilhcth , o//'or/«vWv anJ i-.Tim ^ ». 
iinportunely y finally whatlocuct is done for the fpiritual help of our Neigh- 
bour, to which we niayaddc the employments which arc as it wcieptcpara- 
ti ns lu tiic former, to wit, to dudiepriiiately , or in public k Schoolc , todif- 
putc.ro write \ that thereby they may benefit themfelues or others, and fuch 
liiu.7 iic/t things though they be not fo immcdiatly fetvpon God,as the former 
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ycc of their cwne nature they tend to the (ainc end ; and confcqucntly , vnldfe 
they be wrcllc.i and corrtipied by a different end and inieniion from withour, 
they arcof jhcinfcluc? good and grateful to God, fo that ihcic is gic.it dirtc- 
rcncc betwixt the ciuploymentsof a Secular and a Religious man ; bctaufc 
tlick be of ihciv ownc nature Spiritualandmciitorious, vnlcHcthey be marred 
by fomc cxniiirccal accident 5 Secular peoples bufines is of itfclf cairhlic ami 
temporal, and alw.iycscleaucs to the earth , and dyes with it , vnlcllc it be 
ia\ (a! by Icnic othci tncanes. And u ho U fo Ihon ^ a 4 able, amiilft fo much 
wcaktKsa.tsin aSccularlifc , ;is to (hnd } crpetual Sentinel watching oucr 
hiswor\s,atu! alwaycs to keep his bow atchatful beat, that his arrowcs 
(hisacfi Jiis 1 intanc) may fiye aloft. 

5. Ihc t'.iid Icjidofwoiks be tlvtfc til jt arc meeily natural, astoeateand' 
drink, to Hccpc ,t)iend our (dues whenwc arc lick or that wc m.iy not fal 
into fickncs , toprouidcncceiraricsfordiet andappavrcl , whciin is muih lu- 
rmcs,and inauicoccuircnces; thcrcthinr;s otthcm fclucs, if vvcgo no hi her, 
arc nothing, but ma v beealily foh-indlcdby a Religi -us manias they wilbc 
ofgreat worth , and bcautic, and dcfcrt in the light of God. For , hauing 
•jiucn them their bodic togcather with their foulc , al the fcruicc and care they 
bellow vpon it 'as fudi Js plcaling to God , and Ihal not fay Ic of a reward. The 
matter therefore rcllcth in the intention , whicli is the other cheek of the 
5!poufc,asI faydoutof S, Bf fnar<iy \^ hcrin it is fo apparently eafic for a Kc- 
li ;ious manto walkc vpri;;htly , and plcafc our Lord God , that 1 (hal not need 
tofpcnd manic v. ords in declaring it. For Secular people , though they hauc 
manic times noil intention in their aiflioni , )et moftcon^monly their inten- 
tion is earthlic and temporal, ayming at the maintenance or fetting-vp of 
ihcirHoufc and Familie. But what ijjould a Religious man baue anie fuch 
thinginhiNlicai? Thou;:,h fometimes that which he h.indleth be temporal, 
yet liis end is f|'iiitual , not ord.iyned to hisovvnc priuatc iniercft, butto the 
tommo!. bcntiitof lii> Brethren j which alfo is wholy directed to the honour 
and ;.;loiic of God. 

6. ^. fJcrwir^/ ocliiiercth this dofttinc eloquently , and excellently to the 
. ptirpofc , comparing Secular people with Religious , and fayth , that the la- 

• hour and payncs whicli Secular people take, is twofold j to wit, paitlypcr- 
' crn|totic , as he tearmethit, bccaufc labouring in linful aftions, it biing* 

■ oucrlaningdcatluvithit', andpartly, though not peremptoric, yet perilhabic; 
btcaufc though tiiey kccpethemfelues from finnc?, they are tolled withmiuic 

' cues, andendMoylcdinmuchbudnes, though not in much offence, tcyling 
■ t hcinli. hies in the figure of this world which pallet h an ay, to maintaynethcm- 

felucs and thofc that depend vpon them j which toyle thtugh it worke not 
' dain!i.ition,yctit workcihnot faluntion neither •, fothat thrnighthcy kecpc 
' lie foundat ion, )et they (hal fuffcr detriment by the hlfc of that which tlicy 

hauc buililcd vpon it , and themfelues be faued , ytt fo .tf by fin. Ihi; hai ken 

■ w hat is fayd to vs : VVa>/;f «or the food TVhich ptmhtth, /;«/ w''/c/> r<m.isr>ith to I'.ft 
' (Mtiiiihn,'. Neither doe weleauc working tbis food , the ugh we be fen)CtiaieJ 

empl<»yed in earthlic occupation by obedience , or out of fraternal chnriiie, 
" bccaiilcour intention is different from theirs, whofc labour lljal periih;the 
^ ltlf-(.iinclabuur,growin3fcom a fatrc dirta cut root , lh?.l not pciilir alike» 

bccaufc 



bccaufc it is grounilcd vpon that Charitie which neucr pcrilheih. 

7. This, which.?, /{rrw-ov/fiyth, agrecth with the Sunilitudc which 9. ^^z- 
ftlmt blingcth , in which kind of c.xprcrfion he is held to be rare ; thus we 
ica.lcof himinhis life. A certain Religious man coming vnto him for avluife, 
and ma'uDg his coinplaint,that he was employed by his Superioursin temporal 
biilincllcs, hauing betaken himfclfto Religion of purpoCc to auovdc them; 
he nude hun anfwer and encouraged iiim in this manner : The life of man is 
li.Vca'nil,\vhichiscucrmoucdandncucr rcfteth •, but there is grcitdirfcrcnce 
a nonj!^ the men that tend it \ fomc look? n >t after their mcalc , and it al nmnc^ 
downcinfothcriucr, andisvttcrly loll \ others fauc paitofit, and pan they 
Iccfc through negligence J others put their fackcs vndcrneath , and fauc it al. 
The firfl kind arc thofc Secular people, who neucr think of anie eternal thinc^, 
hi: their thoughts arc wli')ly buried in earth and earthlic things; Ihc fcconj 
I in I is of th ifc, who lining in the world doc fonjc good works ithcy giuc 
alinc; , they goc to ch nch duly , they vi(it the lick ; thcfclhal receauc a rcvvard 
acCoidingtotlicnKMlurc of their workcs; The lafl kind, arc Religious peo- 
ple, wiio being employed by their Supcriours vp m obcilience, Iccic not their 
l.ib.>ur , thotigh the bulincs be temporal, wliich they are fct about , yea though 
l-y o;ca(ionc)ftheirbnlincs,thcy be forced fomctimestodocfomething other- 
wife then Religious ililciplinc leqtiircs , or to (lack in fomcwiiat which is 
c.inimonly obfcrucd by others , the vcrtuc of Obedience rccompcnftth al .and 
g there h-vp the mcalc foclennc. andlayethit vp Co fafcjtlut it fufliftth to 
niaintayne them for al etcrnicic. 

H. Fnially wclhaldoc wel toconfi ler andbearcinnu'nd that which V. n^nj- 
ftff;/M.Mvriteth:oucIiingthisma.tcr, and the rather bccaufc ihcdocliinc is his, 
\vhowasr)profonnda Diiiiic, and is ileiiued by himout of the veiic princi- 
plesof Dnrnitie. Misdifcourfcis this: Foraman to merit Jt is nor rcijuircd 
iharal his works be actually referred to God , but it is enough , that they hane 
an habitu.il rci'a ion to him.Tiiis habitual relation arifetii not by rcafon a foulc 
i.inChari-.ie ; that is not cnou.;h ; but bec.ujfe this particular work in the 
be ;intiing tlurot, or in tlie beginning of fomeother work , from which this 
dor ifl.,w, wa. .Iiily- IfVrc.l and dedicated to God; asfor cxa-nplc : If a man 
pupofctogiae -'n il ne. for Clod's fake a lumdicd pecces of (i!u:r j though 
lie Joe not thinkc o; G ,d aftcrw.Mds when he dilbibuteih them fcucrai'ly 
(^ncbyonc,itdollln »tf>ll ),v, that thofc pccccs of (iluer arc not profitably ji.lI 
vciuotilly bellowed -.as it would foil .w , ifliclhculd begin anie other new 
v.oikot.nioiherkinvl-, f.)r thei^ he mull hauc a new pmpofe to doe t'-.at 
v.'oik for the feruiceijf C. hI. Whcn-.c thisholie Do<f;toui doth infcrre, th.i: 
ihc fam^' mufl hold in al the ad; (,ns of iieligious people , who at tlicii fi. i\ cnl 
tr'nccinti) Religio.>, being icfv>l'.icd to goe-ihrotigh with t'lc bur hen t'.ci'jf 
WMartucucrafteiwad'-ticy doe , that iiconrryneil w ithin the b..ni,ds oftlicir 
t'b.'e; nances, is meritorious , by the fori e andcllicatieof ih.e fiilt v. il andpijr- 
p •re.vhichthcyhal,vnlcnc'hatpurpofe be contradicled by fwnie cn'ia ic 
iclolu iot> , which no man, tlw hath anicca-cof his foulc, wil doc. This is 
i'.li rr,:,tuniri\ tiifcoin fc aim llwordfor word , concluilin-/ thei vpon iha: ic 
is infinit ly profi.able , and w it hal n)oll fecurc , to line a Keli ,1. .u- lire. 

y. But as touching mcdt, whcrof we now treate, we may a idc' on:tl-.ing 



s.^r,:;»,. 



S. /? 


"».?.'/ •«. 


tit re 


1 f>f::. 


*/.4. 


4. 1, 




it ic- 


tCiir 


'>n 1, 


ro(]tnr(,l. 


til (I 


our 


.1 ■ t : 1 


If V -t 


Ik-.i 


<-!:•.' 


ll'»l! 


•i. 



OF T II R 



11 A P P I N B S 





il 


^ 


IS 


'f 


fm 


f' 


•miHk 




m 



lalllc 






farthc- tlntit <\n\\ not reach only to tlic u oiks which bcfoicl mentioned, 
luit to ciur ^ cvic nairioir. and huvard aritaions , ihou- Iwhcy be in anunncr 
Inn lu'ur.il 1- or in ti iitliNv hen Religious people Icauc al th..t they hauc, and 
bccoHK ,s'liiaiic(aya,otihcbi-(t4^://c,(./V^o/./6/Oi.y,ll;tyaicfawholyat 
G((i'stcriucc t;. tuliiiri-cueibiiluKs God hath, ihcy account it ihciis; and 
wha-rorrbulincs they hauc, God accounts it liis; andwhatfocuei isprofu 
tablca-i Iconucnicntfor one, is^rofiiablc and conuenicnt for the othciifo 
that when thcv icic.ycc, or arc lad For their ownc occahoiis , or dcfnc , ot 
fcarcanic.hiiv''Conccrnin;thc,GodclU-cminutheiroccaiionshis, their tcarc 
an ! dclirc fad acs and loy , piocccdin;^ troni fuc h a root , is nicnionous i and 
ycc our iit c IS in a manner 1 pent in thcic artcdions ; lo that if wc ground cur. 
fchics vron rcafon ,at>d calt-vp onr accounii duly , as niarchams doc , wc 
n,alh; d at cucnuv^ , that in one dayes reckoning the adioiisoU Rdigiouj 
nunuilaiin-o an uitinit fummcot merit , and it one day be fofulof merit, 
uhituiiiivifcvnto in amonctli, or aycuc, which hath fo manic daycs, and 
fonnui^proh'.cucrledav;' And if a man cominuc in Religion manic ycatcs, 
Nvliat m.illc ol merit mull he needs hc.pe to himfell by (o much indulluc, and 
fjm wvx vcicuous aaions lo often repeated .' , 

1.. riiisiLeccfoic being very nuc , and i>roundfd in the piincijdcs of j 
om I'jyih, certainly thcco'urfc which cncreafcih a nian'scrowncandrcwaiJ 
{o much , and his iubouv b) litle ifv in (hovt tunc raylcth him to fo great wealth, 
and loaluh.him ,-. iihihofc tttaiurcs, which ncitiicr ruflntr mothdoe ilnudn^ 

^ mr 'hduii cl -yp dnd (iule aw.iy , muft needs be of hi;h cfteemc and with; \ 
v.l.'chwil be Miorc apparent, if wc compare tl:c h.ppincs wiiicli Religions I 
people hauc hc.rin , with the mifciie of Secular people tiiat louc this wulJ. | 
I or though ihcy m>iylc thcmfelucs ncucr fo much , and put thcmklues to i i 
greudcnk'oftiouMeandincommoditiclor t!ic world .thcfruit of al thish- I 
bourpciiilicthhcerincanh \ bccaulc when they muft Icauc the wo rid. their 
wojksdocn ufoilawthcni ; and ti.ey Ihal be forced , with the flouthfulnun | 

J. in the I'loiuiUs, that woul I nwttill his ground , to beg in fommcr , whca j 
others (icA vponilie labours ol ibcu bands. 

II. S. i:.».;jn/rr'nehcndstlii> lollic of Secular people, ami accounts thfm j 
link btttci tl'.cn I . alls , thinking i-nly of the nrcfcnt , and taking no thought j 
forwh.Kistocomc.asitthcy i.adneither rcafon nor vnderfUnding, butfcnfc i 

' ( nlyasbe.ilh r"or writing to Cualicrtf! ^ uh) was a yong nian of a good svif, | 
and wc! grounded in matter of Icaining, he doth vrgc him vciy muchvpon j 
thisvcrie poi-it, to kaucthc world, and c.itcr into Religion, being foriche 
Ihouldwadcfo great talents in f.i \ ni rofitablcacourfc . as hccallcthit i and ; 
withfuthra-cguifts, notfuuethe Authour of them, but fpcnd them in trail* 
licorictiiin :•:. T ) whichvuipofc hcg' cth-onin iMs manner : Locke whit 
you wilaiifwcrn' thcfCiriblctrijunal-rcateofGod, forreccauing your fi)ul< , 
in vaync, andfuch afoulc as yours is . itlo be , you be found to hauc done no j 
mo: c with y.itir immortal and rcafonablc fpirit and foulc, then a beafldoth 
with hi.; the ij lilt <f al'cail lining no loii-cr then it glucth life to thcb -difi 
and at thr I inic momeiu of time , in which it ccall[?th to giuc life, it ccafe hallJ , 
t) hue , an ! ue. What can you imagin that you may w orihily dcfcruc, it bcng \ 
madca5)ou aie^,tv>tat image of your Makcr,yomuaint3ync not the dignittt j 
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of foMcara Maicflicu ithin yourfclf ibutbcing a man placed in honour, doc - 
fortcyi'Uilclf \\i h bcafls, and become like to them ,-tpcnding your cndea- *[ 
uours in n^fpintual and eternal things, but contenting yourfclf with cor- ]] 
poral and temp'>ral goods, as the fpiiit of .ibcafl , wliich as it rcccaucth ^^ 
bd-innii-.g fr^m tlie b nlic , fo it cndctli with it^ Your care is deaf to that '* 
liuangcliialcounkl : Wv/ZcC not f he food ,\9lucb ptrtsheih ^ but whjihremayucth /, ^ j^^ 
to iifcrncrU'iiiii:!^. But it is written , that ntne dfcendeth to the wi^untain of our Lonl^ ,, 
lurht tluthath notrtctAHcd htifmUm vAjne^ nor he neither, vnlcHc he be I'^nm- ^, 
ijje of /'/< hA'uh , dml cUant p/ /;..r^ Confidcr therefore what iniijui ic may vf. i j. ;. 
dcfetuCjir vnprofitablcncsaloncbcfufticicnttodamnc aman : certainly the .« 
thorncand the bramble cannot think thcmfelucs fafc, when the axe Ihal lye ,, 
atthcfootof the vnfruitful tree. He that tlucatncth thcbarrentitc, wil not ,. 
fpaie the budi that prickctlr, woe therefore is to him, & woe againc,of whom ,t 
it ihalbcfayd : / iMiet.tvried tlur it shuuld hrina^jweet scrapes ^ *nd tt l>4ih hroMjihr //'/• S-4' 
f'tfh w IJ. Tims fpake V. Birrurd\ whofc Hiarpccnfuremay in rcafon tcrtific 
al Secular people , in regard of the danger and the Ihamc , that in woiks 
they become not beads-, and gicatly encourage al Religious, and confirmc 
ilicm in their holic pui pofc and rcfolution. 

The hvclfih fruit of Religion : Direfiion 
of St4pertot4rs, 

CHAP. XXIV. 

T follrwcth that wc fpcakc of another great commoditic 
which is in Religion , aiiling fi« m the care and g<.ucimenc 
*^^ of fpititual Supciiours,a benefit contayning manic great bc- 
r)W ntfics in it. And full we muft confidcr , that the way of vertue 
*^ ' bring ful of daiknes and obfcuritie , nothing can be more 
needful then a good guide and light , that we ibay not out of it. For if neither 
the Law, nor I'liilofophie , nor Co much as anic one handicraft or Mecha- 
nical art can be Icarncilwithouta teacher, though they be but natural fcicn- 
ces jinucntcd ana pcrfc<i^ed by men , out of their natural capacitieand vii- 
dcrltanding of them \ in this holic exercife , which is aboue natuie , and con- 
tinually nr-fk ftilUv oppofed by manic enemies , we mufl needs lye open to 
infinit crrours , vnlcllc wctakc a guide to conduifl vs , and wc (hal ncucr be 
able oth«rwifc to t^oe-througli witli it. To which purpofe S. Uitromt fpe.ikcth 
heme , faying : No an is learned without a inailtcr. Ikute beads and wild 
hcardsfollovv their guide i among bees there is a chief; cranes follow one, , 
as letters in a row , there is one Soueraigne , one ludgc in a countiici , 
One Riihop in a Church, one Arch-prieft \ and the whole ortlcr of the . 
C.'jurch dcjcndcth of the Rcdours thcrof i one Admiral at fca \ one mai- . 
llcr m ahoufc ; and in a great armic , one man mull giue the H^ne of ilic . 
baitaile; and that I may not be tedious in reckoning-vpcuciic thing , my in- . 
tcm ii this, to llicw thee by thcfc examples, that thou mult uot be kit to li.inc . 

Qj. o.w.c 
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vik , but liac in a MonalU'iic viidcc the cite oi one Tathcr, and in 

f;-''. c> f Vy]r/j dircourfct!! tluis : Tlioii^li there be manic ihingj 
.»,i!:icd!()ii ota fpirinial liK', yet \vii:tcn precepts mc^uc not Co mi^ch 
as tiiofc ti.ac arc (.icliucicxl by \voi\i cnnouih an*l example \ both 
Ivcli ;i >a aiciic-)uc:it,itbcii>i; ashctc.i!:nicii) iOthelJiop ofvenijc 
iii wiuv.i :h;s Ij iijcual li.c, of which \vt ticaic , is (covvrcd ivi-ni al drollc and 
(Milu c, nti.i b.oii^l.t to great pcik(fti not innocc luic. And as a m.M), tl;ati!c. 
lues ''■) lcai:;c n l:t.iiijc Ian^n3:;c, Ihal i.cucr conic to inic pcifciftion init , vn- 
Idle l.c IiaiiiCofiiioici'iaiaie -jkilfulin the toir^ucifo; ra)tl» he, ucjhjincuft 
^ofi his lite, vnklle wctakc aj;(iivlc, but runncf;rc.u h> 
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/.III lii atKinjnin/, at our owr.e pciil the trial ot" tilings vi know r.c vn.ovj, ' 
I^iu, I fi)(l(.!;v. as liirtinucntcvlbylonj^jradtiftof ("ome paiticnlarmrn, and ' 
)c: n-jw it \%cr'j an abfuitU'c tooiilii thin:; lo j.;OC to tr;c ihiC force and ij.ialitie 
ot al invditiiK > t;i It, before wcici'oluc to makes rcor.iiiicciftliCifoiv.'c (.ut;lit 
latlur iiiifl vponihofc, tluu arca!ica<'y knowne and npprt ued by oihcrsjfo 
Iici'j.it V. illoli ;v. jiisowi.c head in the lludic oFvcrtuc, nuiU needs rtinnc 
ii.r<Mh.-ir.!cci:v;ii:s 2t^i ii.coi.uei.Unces-, on tiicoci;er lide , if \rc folK.sv rlic I 
a 'u:.c and CO ii!):(. I of others, an! icceaue li[;ht from ilicm.wc Ihal findcinuc.'i i 
eafe ; as \ve(co by one lainp, v. c iiuht manici fi r in kkc manrcrgrauitic and 
lai-.ctitic i.dcrlucd iVonioiiC l > ;:;anie,th..t aiein wil and piatltifc linked lo that 
one. TinisLwrc '^'. Ord'^ot'n X'./;"'. 

J. (li/if.ui is bokl to fay , thatasa llfip, liiai liath askilfni pilot, is ca/ily 
bron In l.i:c iiuoii.e hauen \ io a foulethat hath ma !c ch ice (fa vu^dTaf 
t. ur,\vd cjl:]y reach ti'.cbaucn of hcaucnliegloiic , though (fitfelht beiiulc 
andi MUMa.it, -t alio one: -k.den witlWinne and euilcuQomc ; Andcontraiic- 
v. lie, f:i\ t h i .{■, as one t hat traiielcth u itliout a .'uide, doth often n»ille his u a/, 
th in.;h 1)1 unv be in other refpcCts a wife man •, Co he ilat wil needs follow his 
o\\ncv,ilj:, i iiukemer.t in t.'iis fjiiiitual way, thoiii;Ji he hanealoneai (he 
wikvi >!ie J. It tucr \'. as, wdcafiiy notw itldlandinv^biing his fouic tostttf 
d( iii liction. 

4. V. y.un.ncl^ a man expert in fj iiitual things , fayth thus : Ilmv nianie 
hauc be<n fi.uid to h..ue iba\ed nv4\ dangeroiilly h( m the liglupath, by 
meaiies:)) t.tfv i-.uiebtcn ighoranroftiiesvilesof the Diuil & of ids tricks? 
Hence tl ey i!,at ici;an v. it'h fpiiit , hauc ended \\ ith lleih , mo(l ihamc. 
n]Ilykadav.iy,a.,dla!]cnmo|tdainpab:y. Me tliat is l-.tii touiie hishaiulto 
iiisdjteaour ,d( ili.MjciLio !:i Jcdudtour , and he thatle.ucth ihcepeatp.i- ' 
Aurewuh. utav.atLh,is I'allour nrt cfiiiccpe, but cf wolues. Wlieitf icit 
tlic danger c)f t'.em th t wil be tl cii owne guides, be fotuidently gicat ; ilie 
Kcu-.i ic I I a Rcli i.n:scoiiifcmuli needs be ast:rear,in re ',ard we luucfo ' 
niAiiK- to Jue vs^i-lu in *!j;ki:C5, and tuinltru^t our it;norancc with motl 
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; eat com:nodilic, which \\c rcapc by direction of .'Jupcriour*, 
"'ici- iliy temptations and m-dcllations of the Diucl. For uher.is 
''> iv aiaiiltvs openly, foine.imes tiiey flealeciofely vp.m v. , and 
n Ci»n;revs , ar.d uente*! gieat Hrcnetb and C( uiagc to iclilt the 
i.d v. litdumc and arc to ouctcoiiic the latiu' ; t<.c aililUutc auJ 
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cnndiicl of.SupcrioursfurrJisheth vs abutitlantly with both ihcfc weapons 



Tliii benefit (jfan d* th <;ften fpcakc x>f , and <.\[tcn ineulca'c it -, but Coi.o.e.ixi 
particularly in a certain Lxhoriaiion, wlicrc he biingcih Abb( i lojcih,, 
Ipeaking thus : Saan transfigur^th himfclf into an Angel ( f ii-ht, to the end ,. 
liC may fiau<iu!ent!y ilnull vpon vsihc dark and fo^'iiyc mill c t fcijfr, in fltcd < 
cfthe tine light ol km w ledge , wldclWugrinionsof his, vn'tile falling it. to .; 
amcekcar.dhun.b.e hait they bcrcferued for the difcufTion i CC^ tnc (c bn- ,, 
liarted lirotiicr, or ;;ppi< uedSenic ur,and being by theirdi(c:eib ndiii^emly .. 
fificd, beeiilur reiecttd. cr eiiteit.iyncd byvs , wuhoiit aldoid)t wc iJial be „ 
1*91 b'onght to a moll mifchetuous <nd, w'orlhippit g inour il.oii; hts tleAn'/tl , 
ofdarkncs, inflecdofthe Angel of light iwliich mifchiefii is imp* Oiblctcr .< 
aiiiemantoauoyd , that iiiiileih to his on nc iudgeincnr. 

6. And this, w liich Cti fu.ih f .yih, is gencial.'y delmeied by al A-.ithours th.:t 
trcatc of fpiiitualma.'tcrsiu hcreforeil istnollccitainih.t tlieie i; no better 
t!e!cncca ainft the c< ntinual Jiot, & dangerous Impuptiations cf the Diuel, 
tlicn totlniofc f( nicbodir, w ho may be vnio vsa Tatlier :^i-id agouernoiir , to 
uhofi bfl'ume we njay betake ouifelues, and viuler wIk fewin;', we may find 
protection , like chickens vndcr al. en, when the kite houercth ouerthen'^ 
day lie experieiu e teaclnng vs , that diucrs rnofl g: icuous temptations , w hicli 
coiiM nut be put out of our nnnds by anic induflrie or paynes which wc 
tO' ke, hauc been (Ujeicome, and viter'y blotted out by communication once 
luvi with aSuperionr. And (that which do:h more liigfily commend ti.ecfli- 
cacieofthis mediiine it is not thcircounfelor exhortai!ononIy,wli!ch frctth 
v<-, but moll commonly the verlc reuealingof thcdif'e.-fc vnto then), & Lying 
it befoic their eyes, afarrc beiter aid more caltftd cm? , then anic corpoi al 
medicine can bring to i urbodie; w bcie v> ben uc haue o} encd our grief to the 
Phyfiuan,mtich!abonr^- art isretjuiredbefoie wc can be cured , but in the <"";'?'"». 
difcafes rf ilie mind, it is a conflant couifc,as 0/^4^, r.yth in another place, ^''•'•'•'^. 
ihateuil thuugl isdje fo fo( ne as ihcv aiclaydeptn ; ar,dbcf( retiic rcmedie * 
be applied to the difeafc, the wicked lupent runneth ausy ful of conl"i.rit n '* 
and Ihamc, as it weic diau ne tut cfhis dark deniK vndcr grc und, into the " 
openayrc, by seitueof Confellitn. Andhcconfirmcth it by a memorable " 
cxampleofthc Abbot Vfra/'/y;/ ;u bo, he fayth , was wont tottl of himfelf, 
that when he was a y^ng man, yealdingtogluaonousintcmjcrancc , lie had J^''7,kic1 
g'tacuflome toeatc a loafof bread piiuatly in a corner ; and often bcv\ay- (m m tlic 
li'v.', and yet dayly falling into the fame ollcncc, at la A being touched with rcn.i.r.i loii 
rcmorfc of confciencc, he Hepped out into the niiddle of the ioome u hei e di- "^ '''"^' 
M<rs ( fthc ancient I'athcrsweie met, and beforcthem al cmfdled this his ^"""^^ ''^■ 
fan'r, Ui$ maifUr.bcinga difciect fpiritua!man,rrcfent:y bad himbcofgood Johi'sSm'c- 
cnina-e.becaufeby thisrcfoin:cc<.iifi(iion lje hadeuidently ginen his aducr- noiirs. 
1 ri- the fryle, who 1 cfore had ihc better of hiin by meanes cf I is filencc. 
Tiiefc words were l'caiccfp.)ken, when bchoM as it werea tlameof biimftonc 
i'hie 'out ofthcyon.' m.Mi's bofome, wherchc was wontto hide the i( af ik 
fi! ed t!<erootiiewitli fueh a flench, that a bodiec(>uid hardly abide in ft eucric 
one viulerllanding thereby, that the Diucl wis beaten out of the field , and 
^t> ./ „ (licl aftcr.vards often au ire , tint fiom that \cric moment he ntuer 
fell in al his lifc^iimc ilic icall touch of amc futh itching dclire. 
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7. Andiluismuchoftcmpiaiions , tlicoucrcomiiit; vNhcrof is a maym 
point of our faluation. lUit it isnot the time of- tcinivation only whciin wc 
fta J in need of help from Supcriours,but al other limes, for u c cairic alwaye$ 
about vs the common infirmitic of mankind ,in whiduvc were conccjue<j 
and borne, & it followeih vstilourdyin/,-day , when this cornsntible bocjc 
(hal be clad with inorruption. Tnrough this \vcakne> fo inclinable to cui), 
v/coftcn faylc.cucnbcfurc wecan wel thinlcof jt. Oftentimes a kind i!i 
lazincs creeps vpon vs, and fo benutnmcsvs, that wchauc no liilin a man. 
ncr but to llcepc ; wliercforc it doth much imporcc vs to hauc fuch Rcmcm. 
braiiccts anvl counfcllours as know vstoahayrc, and wil without flattcrie 
flicvv vs wliu AC .uc,.wid fometimcs withhoicfomc counfcl, fomctimcsaifo 
with rc|nthciili )n, put life into vs; they that hauc not this help, nuiftnccdj 
fal into manic ci loms, liivouj^h want of ..now.cdgcof thenifclucSjandof the 
things hey i;oc about. S i'>Mii fpcaking of the commiditic which Religion 
airotJcth in this kind , fayiii : It is moll certain that it is one of the harJcJi 
things ih.it can be, toka.)W,and cure oncsfeif.bccaufc naturally cucric ont 
doiliiOi:chiinrelf, ani in repaid he is apt to fauour hinifclf, he c.ifily niiftj. 
kcs the truth : but it K e ilio to be knownc and cured by another , bccaiife 
fcJf-louc doth not hinder hin), tiiat isto cure annthci, from difcouering the 
trutii. Irom whence S, H^fn infcrres.thatSuperiours in Religion may ca(ilj 
fin 1-out ti-.ehumoursanddifpolitioniofcucticbodic, and apply conucniciu 
icniCilios to cucric one. 

H. And let no man tliink.that bc;inncr<; only, and fuch as arcimpcrff^ 
andihck in the loucofGod , (land in need of goucrnmcnt •, for it is cauallj 
ncccllaiic for t'aofethat arcfcrucnt and pcrfcd ; vnldka bodic uil think, 
that a Ihip .u fca needs a I'ilot only in rough weather, and not when it faylcj 
w itliaprofjicrousgalc ; rather profpcrous winds, if they be ftrong,arcthe 
ni irc t\.u) 'crous ; irmay meet with rocksandlhclues . and tliough it doc nor, 
tic gale itfell may be fo Itrong , as tofinck it i bcfidcs there inuftbc fonx 
boJicto ru!c tlic lUrnc iothcrwifc the Hiip may flotc hither & thither vpoa 
t'e niaync, and ncucr come to haucn. And as a horfc is ingreatcftdan^ft 
t>f taking harnic, \% hen herunncs his heates , vnlcllc he haue one that knouci 
how to ride him : fo thcfc fpiritual tcruours aic of their o.\ nc nature head- 
long and ra!h, and breed matjic inconuenicnccs, if they be not tempered by 
tl-.e iiulgcmcnt and difcrction of others. S. Ilern4r<i thinks tl)at tiie ApoHle 
did harp vpon this point, wiicn hcrcquired, that ouv fitHice shou'tl he re,i(i>n4iil(\ 
bccaull /calc is eahly carried away by the fpirit oferrour, ifwc take not with 
vsthc hght of knowledge. Neither hath our fubtil Lnemica more forcible 
engij'.cto lift Char itic out of oui hart , then if he can make vs walk vndif- 
erectly in it, and not according to leafon. S. Nttrowt alfo findcih liie faml 
coniiuoditie in a Religious vocation, for thus he writcih to Ruflicus : Hike 
ucl, that thou hue in companie with holic men , and be not thine ownc tea- 
cher, nor iraucl inaway without a guide, where thou ncucr wcntft before; 
It.ift coming to a turning , thou gocaftray , or goe farther, or not [o fane as 
thou ncedtil.orrunne til thou be weaiie,or lagtil thoufal alleepe, 

o. linally, in al this bulincs that which n)oft iinporteth, is , that thisij 
ilv: c juife v. hith God doih perpetually and conllanily hold withal, I'oritiJ 
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in iiis power, for to giuc vs light immediatly by himfclf , or by his hoJic nircc'ilnn 
An cJs i but he luthordayncd, that nun lliould bctaugjit and inllrudcd by tlic vtv^l 
other men , ci:her bccaufc he would Jinclc them thc'faner t» geathev in the mcaiif s hy 
bonds of Cluiitie, as members of thefamc bodic, or cxcrcifcthcmin humilj- »j'>'fl>G<d 
lie , by fubicCtion to one an other, Cd/sun to this purpofc bringcih the exam- 1,1^^'^ j'/^.'^ 
pie of S.tinM(l , whom God would not inftru<5l by himftlf , wiicn he was 
yon4,but fuffcred him to hauc recourfc the fecond time to old lUU \ and C'/Tim. 
intendingto biing him lo the fpeech with himfclf, niadc him notwithftan- CoU.:...i^. 
din" take inftrudi^ ns from another ; who though elder in ycarcs , was infc- 
ii(^ur vntuhimin fanclitic. When the Angel appeared to Cimdus ihcCcfi- 
turion, could he not al vnder one hauc reucalcd to him al t:;cmyflciics of 
cm- FaiJi ? an eaficr and a njoricr way for thcjn both \ yet he fends iiim to 
l^i/iY, faying .Cjl for Smonjje sI'aI id thie,wh4nhstitii;j!iijl to iIh. That wliich ^yfft. io.fr. 
we rcadc in the fame Adls of ^. Pum/, is yet more (Iran^c. lot Chrifl <'ut 
I-rd h.iuingdonc him fo much honour , as not to fend an Angel to inuitc 
hirn,butliiinfclf in pcrfon to fpeakc vnto him fromheaucn, and vouchfafcd 
kiiu his prefcntc, when he was yet ablafphcmcr anda ^icifccutour , thou Ji 
lie could t:i a ni.omcntof time hauc endued him with al hcaucnlie knowledge 
fiom abouc , yet he fent him to jtnaniAs almoft with the fame ariai.t 
which Corntlius hail beft)re : IKife ^ ami go into tit Cittir^ dnditihal be loUl rher^ ^^y ^ ^. 
■xv'ui thou oii'iLttjl til tUt. Wluch.V. DcntArd doth wonderfully admire ; aiid 
fpcalcing to Religious peoplchefayth, that Religiu is the cittic to which they *^ /'•""tJ 
are Cent. Thus he fj)e.ikcth : O wifdonie, in vcric deed difpofing al things ^'p*'? 
fweeicly ! Tliou fcndeft the man , to whom thyfcif do(\ fpcake , to be tau_;ht 
thy wil by an other man, to commend the benefit of a fociable life, and that 
being taught by man, he may Icarnc to help other men , according to the 
grace which he hath tcccaucd. Gotnto thttttite\ You ftc,my Brethren, ihat it 
was not without the prouiilcncc of God, that you entred this Cittic of the " 
Lordof Witucs , thciin t<j le. me the wil of God, S.^u^vfltH writcili to the s.^h?. 
fame purpofc, and bringcih the fame examples if Cormtim y ^ S.T'jm/; adding Vnh.Ht 
f.inher in thcfc w<irds : Al might hauc been performed by the Angci, '^"^f^- 
but the nature of man would haue fe:nicd to haue been negleded , if '""/''•'*• 
Cod had HOt chofen man to niinirtcr his word to other men. Ikfides, " 
Chaiitic , which bindeth men togeather in the bi^nds of loue, would not " 
hauc that mcanes of vnitic andconiundion of minds, if men did not Icarnc " 
(jf i.tlicr men. Irom al which examples and reafons we mufl ncccniarily 
conclude, that no man is fo wife , as he may fafely relyc vpon hi, ownc 
wifdomc ino man fo holic , as it may be th» ught , that God wil iilum:- 
natc him by himfclf, but by other men •, tlic fwecincs of the D.uine pro- 
uiilence requiring it , as 1 haue touched in an other place ; and faiihcr, Ih(. \t 4,1. 
tiiat cither we nnift m t giue outfclucs to tlic lludic of veitue ( wi,i<.h is T.'k fu- 
noiwithftanding fo neccllaric foi al ) n( r bc(b>w our time and care in ''"■'^=^" 
fjiiitual cxcrtifes, orwcmulltakc fomc Maiftcr and gouernour to dircd vs J^'j^.^lrs ^' 
thctin , vvherof Reli 'jon affordcth befl comnioditic , by meancs of thofc t(As;irJi 
iy' oth (jed hdth ^IacuI owrr Aii lamdit , to ^iut thttn tncAfnre nf -nrnt in dut fca- their (ul>- 
/.'/ •, in regard they doc not only point vs out the way with their finger, 'c^^»- 
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butihcy walk along with vs, and Icadcvsonourway, andfoiiKtimcscarric 
vs,ycatiicy oficncairic vson by comfoit,counrcl,adinuiiition,&rcxliortation: 
^ictUv diiv^ihciufclncs, as the truth is, tliat they haue notvallaisto i;oucrnr 
but tlicii fcllow-fcruaius and brctlncn, and that al arc thr fonncs of GoJ 
coiiiiuittcJ to their charge and tiiift by Godhinifcif, andconfcqucntly that 
they owctlicni not only louc , but honour and fcruicc •, infonmch that no 
nu rfe can be marc careful of hcrnurHinn; ji^orno mjihcr of her onliecliiid 
then they arc oFihofc whoin God hath C)ninicndcd vntothcinwith fj mutfj 
loue and artcciion, continually inftructing, and tcacliing , and dirc(fting them, 
how they nuvridthcMirc!ucsof/Inncandiinpetfc(flion, purchafc vcttuc, and 
\vitlillai)J.ilthcallauitsof tlicDiucl;thcylcadethcmaloni»by tlichandjthcy 
ca; licthcni inihcir amies through al their cxercifes , and luring tliem vp by 
litie and h.lc to al pcifcttion, fatcly, without danger of erring, and in aiiioil 
f^cct an-le.'/ic manner. 

1 ) The lirtcoin-noditlclnthiskindji-.thaibcfidesthccxcrcifcsof vcr- 
tuc and perfection , al other occurrences of our life and actions arc likcwifc 
guided l>y dirt(^tion ot Supcriour'., or ratiiei by God in them. Manic doubtful 
iip.ilh.;c> certainly ilo happen in liiis life , as when there is qucftion, vvheic wc 
Ihal fixcour dwelling, wliatwclh.ihakc to doc, in what kind ofbufines wc 
Ihai cm >loy our time, and after what manner j in thcfc things wcmcercwith 
manic diHicuhics, and are fubiedto manieerrour"); Hovvfoeucr,can wedclirc 
it IIiQu!d be better w itl» vs then it God beour guide in them? for fo Ion;; as he 
;jiiidcs vs, we cannot go amillc. Njw I luuc proucd bcforcjthat whatfocuet 
our Supciiouts ordayneof vs , is the wiland aj>pointment of God himfclf, 
Co Ion • a. tluy onler not anie thing cxprcllycomrarie to his Diuinc Law, 
which Go IfcrbiJ they IhoulJ. Forwliat skillethit. fayih V.Btr/Mj' J, whether 
GodtJecIirehispIcafurcvntoYsby himfcU'.oiby his minifters, cither menor 
Anuels? V'ouwilfay, thatmcnniay bccafily millakcn in manic doubrful oc- 
currence. , concerning t!ic wii ofGod. But what is that to thee, that art 
notguihicthcrof:' fpecially the Scripture teaching thcc,ihatf/t ///;! ofthtVi4 
/;^ (ft krto^vlt(^:^e,4>^(^ lity sh4l fcqitire the /iw /V«mj hit mtuil-^ h(Cdufe he isfleJn- 
ytl of ti't lordoj hoAf}\ Finally w horn Hiould we aske what God determines of 
V <; , but hir7» to w horn the di fpcnfaiion of the Myflei ies of God is committfd! 
Therefore wcnjud he. ic him as God, whom we hauein place of God , inal 
fuch things, a-, are not apparently contrarie to God. Thus f.iyih S. oirnArl 
VV'hei cf )re,if it be profir and commoditic which u c feckc, v\ hat can be u'cre 
profitable or commodious in this life, then ro hauc God for gou-rnouv < fal 
our.;<^nons, and be rulal^norby ourowneiudgciucnt , but by his wifduJiif.. 
audfuccomcd by his aydc andaflSlUncc ? 




7^lje thirteenth fruu : reritten Kttlcs, 

CHAP. XXV. 

Ext totheiiuclie voice of Supcriours, istlicwiittcn word of 
' the Rules , as ii u ere the bones and finewcs of Rc!i;ion, 
viiliout wiiicli it is impoflibJe it /hould fubhlt \ and as by 
[ the counfcl & dirccl^tion of Supcriours wc leajie althecom- 
) moditics,ofwhicli I hauc lately rpokcn, foby the Rules we 
^ rcceaucnoicdc benefit. Firft,by that general reafon, which, 
a; .itiflnU wiitcth,is found in cueiic Law; to wit, that they arc without paf- 
lion and particular affc\';tio>, and fpcike to al alike, ncucr varying from thcm- 
fclues, neither for bus not hatred. VVliervponhc concludcth,tlint where the 
La.v takes place, there God doth !;ouernc, w ho is neither fubieif^ ropa»Tion, 
n )reucr Ciiani'cd. ndiic^ , the Rules h.LUcromewhatmoic then .Supcri -urs 
and goiicrnours •, becaufe al gcufriiours nuill follow the intention of the 
Li .v,and rule thcniRlucs by it , to g )uernc w el. Wherefore the fame IMiilofo- 
j her fayth , that a good Conunon- wealth ought to be (o ordered , that t!ic 
La.v be llil in forcc,i?j gouernc in ; manner alone by itfclf , & that the Piincc 
and Magidrates are only minifters andguardiansof ilic Law iyet r),as they 
hauepnver and auth )ritic to interpret and fupply the Law, if in that gene- 
ral falhion of fpeech , which it vfcth, there beaniethingwanting or doubtluli 
\\ hicli forme of bell goticrnment doth moft certainly flourifli in Religion. 

?.. Moreouer, in fcttingvlownelawcs, people cake njore deliberation and 
nduifc, then when they dcliiier a thing by wordof moutli", and the Law itfclf 
fpeakcs not to one man alone , nor veils vpon one man's approbation , but 
fpeakcs to the svl.olc convinnvMC, and is rcceaued by them ni ; .itul confc- 
'j'.icnily it ca-ncs <;rcat nuthoritie with it , & pcop'c bc.rc it g-tr. icncrcnce, 
bccau(e i\o man is fo impu.ieiit , as to j rcferre his ownc priuatc oi v.x'ww bc- 
loie the iudi'Ctr.ci.c of fo manic o:hcrs, 

^. A v'.ir.c , 1.3wd.«ih in a nunner compel vs to liuevpriglitly , which i: 
another grcut benefit if it \ i'o that that, which ^Ir.'(iotlc writeiii of lawes in 
..n other plate, is very cue, chat La.v is fo necefl'aric, that men cannot line ho- 
ncfi'yandvpii'^luly svidunitit. Hisrcafon is this, becaufc Vertiic ( fayth he ] 
is hard anddifiicuh, neither rroweih it with vs, nor is in-bred ii^om nntuiC, 
bijtmufl bcpurcliafcvl by labour and indnftrie , and with the f.vcat of our 
browe; ^ anel therefore, becaufc men for the moll part arc loath to take pay- 
ncs, and care not f>r the profit 'Inr tnuft coll them fo dearc , wc mufl hatr^ 
fonj'th.ingihat nvy eg; vs for wards, and ina manner conftrayne vs , which 
conlbayrit is pu. vp -nvs by Law; and yet wc hauc this folacc by it , that 
wheras wc bcganto Hue orderly vpon a kindof neccflitie, cuft')mc & pra(!;f:;c 
and aki.iil jitarteofthefwec nes, which is in Vcituc, doth make vs loue it, 
and tucr after vo'imtaii'y to enjbracc it. 

4. V}.irj doth iumpc in opinion with jf/iflotU^ affirming that there muftof 
noccllitic be .'a-.vcs among men, that they may Hue accordhig to law ; becaufc 
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,' 11. 'J 1l;c 1 ;t 1 '-: ...J owiic /. h , can l<n«Mv lulliwiciuiy , wnat ij 
111. !" cctitw.- ni:.ti,oi ii he cotiK'to know aiul ci'iiccaucic, he hath 

^ ^, , ,- v. i> , al'Aayc-* to jUit it in CNtciuion. \U.crc(oic no ui.ui caij 

liou.'t '. uc I'.c i:i n i; tiic molt holcf(-nic ccuifc a man cm ta!;c , ant! tlic 
ni II (.!;.vi /.'.I l'> aJuaiKC vsin fiinc , in it!;aicl it j iiti .t kir..! i Fncciffiiic | 
vp' n s . I J lie \-. <-I ,and in liin.' lii.ikcs this r.ccf(Jiuc vohmtJiic •, where t" i 
S.lhi>'>'i: ,\i.i-A\ to ;;»7/t«' i:i Mi^-Tc v.ouK:".', i:c:) thv.ii ait in the Mon;.. | 
ll'ciic til II V. i::i.( tl'C|-ci;n;itcil toih'c this, Nut t',ii)v. iii;: to a cullomc,by | 
1 tic Ln\ 1 tIcJi uwiit Innin ('•h;uc ihat ,lo w liicliat llilt thou vvcit com- j 
I LiicJ aiiJ t!:',! aync. \-. il K- lic-: lut'iil to thcc, and Foi^cttinj; that uiiiciiii 
■ra!{,;ii'Mi\\i t'lc.tiJi aKtnhat u Mdi i.bcfo'c ilicc. 

c. r.vo ihi;,'. tir.iLr^ic aic [Kiloiir.cJlvi!;cRulv:>5c Infiiriitcc fRcII. 
!'i..;i :TiK-yicaci.\ . v. hauvc ou:;h.t toiIt)C,an^l hi^v. wc a:c tot nldniujifc; 
and ih.cy rtviniic ^ur.inuncc oFuIiat ihcy teach, roiliicy catr"c fuch a:i j 
aiithctitK'jCi" lathvr maicllic^v. ith thun, tliat tlcyila' ;ut Tuhicdvnioihcm, 
cannot but ohtyt!iciv.,r.^ r..V',c ahayrcs Incadth lu nrJ;nnic\' t! cy aicwri ten 
ill t!iat|uu!aikii- n-..in:i' r/tlu't th^v -^iuc vs diuttioi; inalihin. s, iir.\arJ:V 
ouw.tu! Cwi:v;c!nn"«-i|- b.)d;c ..i.d ouv f ii'r, foy juinatcand |iuldick oc«. 
/i-j'.'.s .It Ijodv. :^ ..b.c.Kl ; ni-.dn;;.y Vc likened (f> litApiioijlinc^. which i'r.y- 
fici.mi wiitth :• icfc-.uati. n uf i.calth; (,r .is il a n^an in ah)n.', ioiirnic.v.hcn 
lhcv\ ivcsaici.aid to Lit , f.irilvl curie a niajj cw iili him, o: arc iAci cft!i: 
p!,uc-,i>y \vi iiii hti^ t - t'.auJ. loiaihicli AphoLifnu; doc ludp- sfor rur 
iica.'iii, ar.J f^K*. a ic^illcror ina;^;'c would [.(.''.y vs vjon our i innic , ilic 
one to jMti:.;it li, hiK's ^hc cnh.r that \vc -oc not cut r.fouv way : So it is 
iiKrcdi'jlt h '\-. •.nuJuh'i!nct!;oJc and ruL' wli'chv. c lir.din Rch-i.-n, doli 
I itfciuc V -(' om f.dlin ; into farrc ^^rcatcr crrouri and (ickncs ; bt!ioldi;igir. 
i", a.uia j<).)!.iir',-g'alic,hc)w wcareio ordci- andconipofc (-uifcliics , .niJ 
\. I.a: wt aic toj m otKamlaui ydc , and wli.^t againc to make clioicc of anj 
cnibMtc U> t.h.ic iFwc truly louc cur ownc benefit , wc Ilia! ncucr need tJ 
fcic, hall V. c be oucr-charvcd with too n)ar.ic rulc<;. To whicli purpnfc 
ihcic i . t v. iu.c fayiiu; repotted of SJni ^ who was one of the Scauen wife 
incn.W i.i c ho .-.as m. kin j.lawcsfor tlicpcopic ot Athcn^ .,'i/)4il>4>(i^.\Vhi. 
lo^oylwv i\\S t" ic;i ! of his canic in , and fmdin Mvhat he wa^ wiiiin;.*, laiiJi- 
cdat lii'n Jasi.v, , tlut lives wtic Uk'-'cob-wcb^, w.hicdi take litlc flics, but j 
arc cali!y b: ! c:i i^y ilit bi;^'.;ci" fort of vciinin. Sclun anfwcrcd , th it as bar- 
'.;ains and ci.u. na;u-. a;C belt kcpr, v. Ijcn they aic beneficial f,,r botli partis, 
beca-ifc ncitlic:' pnit djiii.'? 'licy Ihoidvl be voyd i io he was miking 
• fuch lawci , a> \.c:e bcttci C'T euciic boviic to kccpe thcni, then tob cak: 
■ tlicni. VViiiJi i-> fii ;c truer in tlieKulcs and onlcis of h-dic Rcli-ion , for | 
they aynieat not'. in.', but the cueilaning^^ood of.d , .uid of cucric paiticu- | 
la.-, ail! conrti.]';c;.tly cuCiieoi.c inidl needs louc and tender tiicin,as much j 
t as he loucs nui tcr.dci^ ii, ov, ne eternal welfare jfpccially fcing not only 
the greater K ii!c . , and luch asconccrnc the whole conuinitic, orthccllciicc 
aalfulMcan^*. of IVtli in , are tluis profitable, but the Idler alfo, if anic ot 
t t:n '. in . ■ c.iiic I I'dc , conducitii* fo niuchasthcy doc to eternal fahja- | 
t;jn,',a •...!.• w' :o!i i:iavul.;ar eye arccflccnied litlejiauc nofnialpicfi' | 
i,, tl.'. .;:. I <\- :ii .\ niroi may perhaps ilunk , that fo manic leaner arc um I 
iiww*;i....'; ;ii .i vii;l;^v^. oi'iCi ircc that bcaies fruit,& yet they arc very nccitti> | 
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citlicr inrc'.',ardihcy areanornitncnt to the tree ,or rather bccaufc tl.-y doc 
much picfcruc ti-e fruit thcrof: fo in tliis abundance of fpiritual fiuits,by 
which our fouleshcalthisnnintayncd, there be nuniclitlclhingsinlhcw, & 
yet our foulcis prcfcrucdby tijcni, and brought to pcrfc(5iion. 

6. IJ:it the chief benefit whichwcrcapc by our Rules, is tliat wliichlfaycl 
before bcIoni',cd alio to the dircdion of Supcriours, to wit, tiiat tlieyarctlic 
vcrie wil .uid direction (d'^cjd. Aiul toihcciui no manniay doubt thcrof, 
you mull vndcrll.ind, that tliis propciiic is not peculiar to :hc Rules of 
Religion , b'lt cxrcnds iifelf to al prophanc lawes, cnadtcd by i'rincc or 
People , lb they be iull and rcafonablc. .So al Diuincs.and pariicnhnly V. 
ThomAS^tUc head of Diuinci ,dot'»deliucr \ to wit, that cucric lav yCo it be 
/as I rayd)iufl and rcafonablc, is nothing els but a branch, or parcelofthc 
I:;crnal I.a.v,whiclns in Goil ^ and this iwci manner of wayes : by pariici- 
pi:ion of power and autlioiiiic.from which allawcs niuflprocccdc , whcrof 
.s 1'.//i' fpcaketh when he l.iyth : ./ilp'iwnr n froniGoil •■, Secondly, by rc.ifijn 
th.it whatfocucris ordayiied by .'. lav. ful .S'tipcrioin* , confoitcth witli th.at 
which from al eccrnitiewas «lcciccd in the intent of God. I'or it is certain, 
th.v. Cod ilothc',ouernealtliint'^s,. mil diicct them cucric onctotheir feucral 
f nd . ; cV ni .)rcoucr that he hath in his mind i!^' intcniitui a certain compicheii- 
fi mdiow hcnicanestoi;<nierne thcm,^^: confu]uently mull needs communi- 
cate this his intention with whom hcdoth employ as minillcrs to execute hi? 
t^oucrnmcn'-, fomuc'iasii nccclliulc for cucric one ; to the end, liiat by tlicif 
decrees (15: commamls.his s\ il alfo t*^; decrees, which lay hid in his mind ^ iik- 
tention, may bemadcknownc and manifeff. This is coniinontoal Law- ma- 
kers, bu: hath force chielly in Rcligion.bccaufcal things are wel ordered in it; 
neither is there anic rcafon, why it lliould be otherwifc, in reg.uil neither 
wealth, nor rich preferments , nor anic thing clfc doth prouokc ambition, 
which in (Jomm >n-.\cahhs i; wont to be the corruption of the lawes. 

7. T.icfc be '.;rounds of rc.ifon for this point, but God moicuutr !i.(l!i oft 
dccla:cd by mhaclo , that he is the authour ofcuci ic Religions hdlitutcias 
wiien wc rca le, that an Ar.i^cl brou.;htthe whole Rulerca lie written to 3", 
^'jc/^flW/Mf, asitwast obcoblcrucd by himti^' hisHicthrcn \ whciineueric par- 
ticular thing was exprcllcd , what appairelthcy ihould wcarc , what olliccs 
there ihould be among them, luwthey Ihould goucrnethcmfciues in tiitii 
diet and lodjf n/. 

J<. That wliich <: croadc of S.Ff,ttici(^ii necrer our times, whom God did en- 
cnur.i^ctofra'nchi'. R'jicby this Vilion. Ilcfccmed tofcc himiclf^; his Brc- 
thicningicat dilbcllc [' .r wantcf fullcnacc, &: that he had nothin • tortliclh 
ihein withal, but agreai manic crummes of bread, which,in rci-arliluy wtrr 
very final , he K.irccl would m >ul'-cr away betwixt his fin'-ers, while l:c wtry 
dirtribuiin.'.tl.c, I> iiii: io ihi'> ih )U/,ht,hchc:ird a voice biddin; him nnkeone • 
il >it';( ruakroKil tli )fl: crummcs to.',catl»cr; & reaching it to his Li cihrcn, he ' 
p ■iccruihth u 'hey ti.atdid rcfufc ^'c6tcmncit,wcrcprefcnily coucnd witli 
a:i v.'j.clcpr lie.Thc next tiightonc declared vnto him wh :t tiii . Viliu hk.I', 
to \\it,t'iat (lie cruinmes were the Ku.igclical Couofels ;thc hollc the Rule h'. , 
w.is.dv'U thch poficjinalicc. Afterwards retiring himftlf,a , an < tiicr M > .1, 
for 4o.Uaycs,to a certain niountjto draw thisRulCjdiucrs of his Older CO ni 111', 
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liimmadc ilKircomjilaint,ihat they fcaicJ liis Rulcwoulvlbetooftij^. 
. and behold a voice From hcaucnfiJakcihricc in this mmncr: Vrunch^ noihin. 
. is thine in this Rule, it is wiioly mine ;and it is my wil to hauc it intircU 
. kCj t ,.is tliclcttci foiindctlii I know what men arc able tobc.irc, and what I 
> help an.) aflidniicc 1 intend to bellow vpon them. Finally hauin*; finiliicdhii | 
Rule , he brouglit it to the Pope , v here againc there was inuth diflicuUie 
madc>t juching that new kind ot' rii;id andibiift poucrlic; bin S. Inncn fti| I 
in jfUonlhnily and reli^ioully afiirmed , thatthcic wasnot in itonevvotd 
oFhiso\vnc,biK eutric thing .is Chrill our Lord himfcifhad indited and dc* 
liuercd it. 

9. Aiuiitisrcafon tothink , tliatas S.Vrdtic'ts penned iusRulcbyinftind I 
•S: iiir.'iration of c; jvl,and according to his Diuine intent \ fo t) ■••ther Foundcri 
of Rcii.'iouiOidcrs hauc in their particular InlUt^itcs been lead i.'ic fame way, 
a-, S. lUfil^S.^ugiiHift^ S. 8tntdtif^3m\ others. For the tiling, is the fame, and 
the light and other hraucnlic guiFts, u hid) ihcyhaj, wcrcgiucn ihemin re- 
gaidohhc Religions whichthcy Founded, and nocglucntothc Rcli-iou»in j 
regard oFihcm. Tiius much I can tcftiric of our 1" atlicr i*l Founder S, l^naimf, 
that inanotc4>ookc,whichI iiaucfccn, writtuuvith his ownc hand, it wis 
found recorded, that when he w;:'. penning the Conftituiions,hc hung niaaic 
<laycs doubtfid in one poin:,f.;r manic diflicuhicswhicli dtd occurr^ conccr. | 
ningir. And m that Bdo!:c lie njtcdday by d.ay, the lights, rapts, 8c vifions 
which hadiupncd vncohim, ofour B. I.adic,thc B.Trinitic, and odicrs, 
Whence wc may conclude, that not that p:)incalone,of which we find thii 
written , but al die rcfl oFthc Conftitntions wei c penned by Diuine inftiift, 
and not by humane wit & inucp.tion, and the famcwcvndcrnandof aloihct 
Religions with fo much the greater rcafon, byhoiv much ours is inferior 
vnc3 them in worth and fanctitie. 

10. i.c;/^f^r,n>writcih,ihat the fame day j.BfW/^dycd,twooFliisMonkl i 
did fccnjc to ftc .1 large and ftray t way, ilrowcd with mens garments , andful 
of h^iiis, and an ancient man lloodby, faying: This is the way by which the 
bclouc i of oui Lord, r.enccUl, afccndcd to hcaucn. >. Bernartl intcrpretcth that 
this w .y IS n > other,but iheRule which Jic left writ:en,by obfcruancewhcr- 
of, as himfclf went to hcaucn ^Co might otiiersdue, that would follow it. 
For it can no wiycs be dv)ubtcd,^ay«/, /;«-, but that this manner of conucrfation 
I. altogcatlicr h)lic,& or Jcied rather by diuine infpiration and in{linc1,theo 
by human prnd.ncc and inuention , whereby S. lUntMi came to fo great 
grace of fmc>itic in this life , and fo much glorious happincs afirr his depar- 
ture. A n J this which S. nt,n4ui fpeakcth of that Rule, euciie Religious pcr- 
foM ought to bclieue an 1 pronounce of his \ and if he walk the way it Icadcs I 
hini,hciliil without r.iylc( iiucgaidof the great light whichisinit) & vvitl) 
contin/il ijcufu t .md delight, an iuc at his hcaurnlicCouatrty, whichislul 
o»aidc.i._!;tai)J^. cafurc. ^ / 1 
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The fotiriee?ithfntit: Good example. 

Chap. XX VL 

Mere Is no man bnt finds by experience the force, which t sam- 
ple hath to incline vs to venue, or to vice ; infomuch thac 
the Molic-Glioil in the Prouerbs writcth, that /<■ ilfAtWA'^c'f p^.^ 
5f.>^V, w.thaW/fem.ttfjih4tbewij'ei4jr;emi*ff]>ulcs^th4lOetnathl/(CYrtio 
J^ thtm. Religion therefore muft needs be in iliis rcfpcdt alfo Tlic force 
wonderfully beneficial, barring, as ic doth ,cuilcxaniplc, whcrof a Worldlic ofcxjuijlc. 
life is fo very ful , and finnilhing fuch ftorc of good examples , which arc 
woiihily cflcemcd one of the grcatell incitements to vertuc , that a Soule can 
haue, that dtfircth hcaucnlic pcrfetlion, S,^utonn the Orui is witnes hceroF; S. o^mtnit, 
of whom S", ,Atbi»4ftui (a fpccial good authour ) w litcth , that he chofc of 
purpnfc , rather to liue in companie of orliers.then to leade a folit.iric life , that 
he might haue occafion to draw fomc good thing out of euerie one of th -fe, 
with w hnmhcliued ,and cxprc/lc in himfcJf al their prcrogatiucs , being as ic 
were watered from the fpouts of vertue, dcriuedfrc m euerie one of them; 
which as he pracitifcd , fo he alwayes wilhed others to doe the like. And 
Crf/?/jw doth relate it of him more at Jarge in thcfe words : It is an ancient and a C'f>*n.Uh. 
wonderful good faying of ^ . Antonit^ that a Monk that hath chofcn to line in a ^ ' 'J* 
Monafteriewith others, and ay mcili at the height Ji oFgreat Perfection, muft " 
not think to learncal kind of veitueof one man. For one man is decked with " 
the flower of knowledge , another more ftrongly prouided of the vertue of " 
difcrction , another is grounded in conAant patience , another cxcrllctli m " 
iumiilitic, another in contincncie, another hath a fpccial grace in fimplicitic; '* 
oncis renowned for magnanimitic, another forchaiiiie and c< mpnflionione " 
for watching, another forfilence, another for labour and paynes taking i and '* 
therefore a Monk muft , like a prouidenc bee , gather the fpiritual lionic " 
which he defires, from the parric,in whom he fees that vertue mofl naturally " 
grow,&hiue it vp carefully in his breaft.ThusfpcakesC«i/?/4« from i.»/i«/flwn'i " 
niouih. 

1. Let vs therefore fee, how and in what manner Religion doih reach vs al 
kind of vertue by example of others. Fiillwheras the wayof Vcnucisdark 
and obfcure , both in regard that Spiritual things arc of their owne nature Ho^ R ii. 
liiddcnfrom$cnfc,andthctrinccof darknis doth continually en(!cau(jur ro r'^'- *^'»- 
obfcure them more and more, carting mids before our eyes j Religion doih [,[^^l,]^ |,y 
guiJcvsbythelight of example, in the way of Venue. Wherefore, as vvc vfe cxm ..;-.• 
tofay,thatpi(fturcsare the books of videarncd}eoplc,fo are examples alfo s. «€(«.(/». ^. 
bookswriiten witli great Roman lctieis,whichabodiccannotchoofc butfcc 
and rcade, be he ncucr fo negli.;cnt and careleflc. 

^.Stnt'.^ Infewv/ords pithily exprclUth two rilicr fruits of Example. One 
word ofa man's mouth ( fayth he }ariddaylie conucrfation, wil bciIcfiL thee.. 
"1 ic,thcna whole Oration penned ifiift,bccaufc men bclicuc their e)e; be- „ 
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t fotc tlKii- caic? i fccondly, bccaufc it is a long bulincs togoe by paccptjj 

' ex implc is a ihoricr \vay,an J m.)rc cflcatial J Ic callcs II a Ibortcr way>rcaufc 

" vvcvrdcrlUadthcnaiuicorvcrtuc,notby definition andaiuilion, and a long 

;' circumfUncc of words, fucli as i>coi)lc vie in Sermons and difpuiations , buc 

bcholdni ' it innatiuc colours adcd and rcprcfcutcd before vsj as it abodic 

^iK.uM^■)cabouttotclvswhatkindof man Cv^ was jic mult vie manjc words 

and tcl a lon'» ftoric,and yet not be able to cxprcflc him as hcdcfcrucs-, bu:if he 

Ihcwyouthcman.youinftantlyconccducmnrcccrtainlyandclccily, whathc 

was. So when i./MMti5 walhcd the lick manihat waslulof Icinolic, and ^. 

Cdrbeyintof S cm did fodilii^cntly tend a froward il-toun-^ucd woman, ih« 

WIS halfnnd, they gaucfc'iric better and nine comxndious documents, how 

wcou -Into louc out neighbour, and hate ourfclucs, and cxcrcifc humilitie 

.ind paVicncc , then if tlicy Iiad vndcrtaken to decla; c the fitiic with long cii'. 

cumflance rf words. 

4 U is alio more cttcaual, as Scnecd Ctytlj-jhrft, bccaulc, whatlocuer the 

^ inattcris, v.hcri\vcrcc..tli'nj;doncby.mother,wclcai(.cthatitisnotfoluid, 

■ bu'. s c lik'Jv/ilc may d .c the fame. That which wc icade in bookcs, oi is prci. 

ciicdvniovs , inliitutctli our mind-, yet nwrt commonly it biini;eih with it 

fuch a inc w ol hardncs, that they that l»aue not expcticnccd it, think it lurih^ 

vnulcalin ',, .ind when they fcj it ordinarily praiftifcd by other men like them. 

!;iucs,thcytiiinkoilici\virci>fit;asifthe[Clliouldbctiuerti6,whctlicithcrbe 

a.iie pairii;c ouer a high hil,thcic could not be a more certain proole of it.tlica 

u> liic.v tii'at rnanie liauc palled already , and to fee them Hand on the top of i'. 

-. S.G.f/oi.'f tonfinncs thisduchinc, writing vpon thofc wotdsot Uh: I'lmU' 

V. rtr.V( '/ th wiru{lfesA!4iti(} mr, Thcfc witneHes , as he fay th , arc iurt men , who 

' iuc tcltimunic to tiie commandments of God , and to the rewards layd-vpfor 

the kc:j ci s oftiicm, that, if prcccptsdoc not moue vs, cxample-i may moue vj; 

and that wc may not think anic thing haidiiuhc dcliic of lightcoufncs, which 

\. c behold pcrftdly pcifornicd by others. 

5 . Now in Rtli;4io.i thcfc examples arc the move forcible , bccaufc they do€ 
no: o;)lypu: vsout of feacc of difticultics , but morcoucr they doe fccrcily 
, c^^ vstorward with ;i burning kind of dcliic of vettue, whci of V. /.fofpcakcth 
.lnt[,n. i'UlKlc words: Kcafonmay begood to exhort, andetfccU.d in pcrfwading; 
. but c u.uples a:c mt re forcible, then words; and it is a fuller manner to teach 
. bv '.!:cd,t!icnby fpect!). Manic haucfound this true by experience ,encout.v- 
'■ .^cdbvcxjirplcof otiiersto come out of ihc filth of fmful plcafurc and oilKt 
,Jh^.h'. vices, uf which number wcrcihe two Gcnilcmcnof the Lmpcrouv ihcuifim 
^' • ('• his Court , of whom S. ^ui^uihrt writcch,'.hat fallin.; by chance vp)U the Life 
of s'. .//a// .«/?,& r. a Jing it , they fit 11 began to wonder, & wcic lomcA hat net- 
led; but at la.'h hey iircwfohot vponit,that fro thence where they llofuJ.botb I 
ol iIk'u forfooke tiic feculac courfc ihcy ^ etc in , and be ;an a new kJndol I 
wacfaic ill iliefcruicc o\ GoJ. Which pallagc VJr.-Anm relating to 5'. ..Vw^n/?/*! I 
aslic wa> fa.niiiad) taUin^ withhin),& with alcntring into difcomfcofihc I 
hie .f ). i'r>«;e( wiiorcna.ni.' V. ^w3/»/?/« had then fcarcc heard of ) & ofthtl 
njii t'CudcofM »n.illciitsthit\vercin //r^jr^»/,& declaring at large thi.irman« I 
n.i'.'f lite iulofihcrwcct-rmclling odours of God, as i", ^'/M^K/Z/whinifclf fj^a* I 
I.:ii), [>ut fuc.i .1 Iuc into his btcaii,ihat he was iicutr alter ijuiet iamind, til»c I 
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refolucdto Icauc the world, and betake himfclf to the like hc.iucniiecouire of 
life ifoihar the example of 4\^»r««/rdlC^V-on tl1eTv^r^5^cntlemcn, and their 
cx.'mplcagaiiienioucd 6. ^/«^»« (//>/, whohaihin like nianne; diawnc inlinit 
jJundKri .fur iiin?. 

<5.Thclikcliathhapncd to diners others, wh.cmir were Ion?, ro icIir.rfcdMit 
thctx-'nip!eoftwoutlacer timesi.sn)cmoi;iblc,/c/wto/i</;/^rAM I ( undcrolth.c '^ ^'^ri. 
Order oL-'l'ilUiuJclanh, wasconueitcdbyreadin,; the Lifcofy. Miricoi''*" • "'■ 
^Icijpt \ and l^tiantM Founder of the Sccictie cf I e s vs in like niaiiner by ic3- r 
liing thcliucsof the ai cient Fathers .and both cfilem hapr.iug vpcn thcfc ' "'" ' 
hues by linncc raihcr then fctting ihcmfclues of puipolc to jcivfc tiu;ii 
\\crclofijddtnly clian-cil,and ariiucd afterwards to tha. eujiiicnt f.iiiLLtie, 
V. hich is I. now ne to the wlude u orld. 

7.1ft! «:reforcalkindohvrittcnexaniplcs,cucnthofcwl.icl;makcrclaii6 of 
ti)ing'>.loncinancicnrtinicsbcyond tl.emcmojjcofman,bcr)\ciy powciful, 
n)u Ji nioic powerful nuill thcfc needs be, u hich aie \\ el!) , c\' iiuciic, ik' donic* 
llical,aacddayly before our eyes if«u- it is cuidcnt, ilia: that wl.icli wc fee and 
l)citjld,makcsafaircgicatcrimprcITioninvs, thcntliJtwirichwchauc byic- 
hiion ot others \ in regard our vciic Icnfc of Icing is quicker then our hcaiing; 
t\'a\uittcndiftourfc,Iciitbe ncuci fo eloquent , cannot cxprclle a thin.', i'o 
vtiy liucly, withal the circun){lanccs,wlerin the chiifcllcClofmoti.-n doth 
ccnfid. Andf.utlici', ifti.ey could be if fuch force in thcwoild, as tocaulc 
people lo foifa keihe world, that were fo wed Jed to it, c\ intanglcdin fj manic 
boiuls, with fu lit lc& fo ue.ike a light , a uiien they had, & fonianie things io 
I'aythem.andcoolethtincfolutionsj llial ihcy not becffarregrcatcr force in 
Keiigion, where al things are nioreealic, ihtirli^hr clearer , ilieir Aien-th 
grcatcrtoaduanceihcmlUucsinthrpiaailc(;fIIu!nilnie,()bcdicnce,^'otiIcr 
vcrtucsr W iihoui doubt they arc fo . atjd doe draw people on wnh vnfpeaka- 
blclwectnesandficiliiicfor the imprcHion uhich txample makes, isuut 
hailh and violent, butgc. tie, delightful, an.l vciy natuiak 

8. finally it is no fm.ilbcntfit, that by (his UK-nes wc conic more truly ta 
know ouifelues,&prcfciue ourfclucs in profound humilitie, huiiu; in daylic ''" :• " 
companic with fuih per fonsnsifwecomparcourfclucsuich them, werannot ;'' ' ' ^ 
butdifcoucrourowncexctinuewants, and their abundant riches. Of u hich ,ic f'"" 
kmd wcrcadc in S, nmM»</a notable prelidcnt of .i Lay-Rtothcr , that callinc olu'i- . 
himleif at lM'sfcctc,accufedhin)fclf with great confuli^'U ill thcfc words :Wor V/:o«..7 

luts ^vhfofllinihwfo vwch4s cvcu, wyfdf, I low came this profound humilitie ",;'!i, f , 
{vvhichaloncpcrh.ips was more tobccnccmcd then the thiitievcrtiics,v,i.icf» Aircin-'^.i, 
he had marked in an other) into this man's foulc,but by behohiin/otlms, and '''^ esim'. 
comparing himfdf with clic : Wluchi, theaduifcnf V. Onu^nK in thcfc words: !'''* '. '' '' 
ivAv/v./. er ihfHti fully to /^/?oiv w/^r /;f i. , ,;;,./; LiholJ ftnhperfons .is Ate net I. {. hirnfc.j] l^'i' " ' 




''';y'^f\foriht,r(7ehAutm,is afdwpltrforvs h iimi.te j anJ ihcr /./c, 4 /;;a- c . , 
'u /<,//i. Winch document of S, Ortg^^t's cannot be pra^ftifcd atiic ui 
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more comnKuliouny. ibcnin Religion, whcic thctc be fo manic good men. 
Let vs therefore fee, Iionv 5. Utfffsrd didpra^fdfc it , and teach his people co 
obfcruc it Tims he fncaketh : I behold one ot fingular abftnicncc ;inothcr of 
' vvondcrfulpaiicnce^nothcrofmoft profound humiliticandmcekncs,ano. 
" ,heiofurcatpiiieand compafTion; this man 1 fecauh often Exftalcs. neon. 
" tc nphv ion /another beating tiic heaucns with inccllant prayer, andoihers 
" cvc.lli.)'' in other vertiies j thefc 1 behold , al of them ferucnt . al o them 
" dcuoiit ^alofthcnflowin- witlihcauenlie i^uifts and graccs,m vericdceda, 
" fo. Manic fpiritiulmountaines vi(it:d by ot!r Lord But I, thaihnd nothing of 
'' al ihis i.. my fell, what can I conceaue of my felt , but that I am one of the ! 
' m.unt uMc-; . f OJhoe whom tlvis moll merciUil Viiicour ot al the reft doth 
" ra;?c-Sy in his wrath and indignation ? My Children,this thought niakcsmf, i 
'* ;hitMarcn.uhold-vpmyeyes-,itcaufeihgracc,.'indprepatesaroulc tor die = 
' leaps. fthcB.idc-.;roonic.ThusfarreF.lirrrtW. ^ , r, 

o Whi U frui' of l^clL;ion,is of n )fmal price and valuf. For bcfidej 
th I t cc:.ntem,)raod jjaucdof nurfcluesincomparifonofothers^ is the verie | 
iiMUil H v/rrfhumiliticaflo.vermoft acceptable and pteiiousinthclijjhtofGod, 
'-"•^ •' iti.acon inualfputrc,vrgingvsto labour for thofclhingswhich wefcewe 
''''-'' w nu , and to hknir Co nmch the more earncftly , bccaufc we fee plentic la 
othcisofthituhichwc want outfclues , wheruf arifcih a moft honourable 
an! ■■ iTcmula i namong the Brethren of Kcli-ion in purch.ifc of vcttue; 
r.jcl. ;»s u c r.c among fellou cs of the fame Schoolc lor Icarnmg , among (ouj. 
dicrsfn the viaoric, among racers for the prize. And this eagcrnes lilare 
- fay.iscneof thcchiefcftmcanes toPafcaion; forasa man maybcftlechw i 
c wnc hcaiiincs , whci^ Ivj runncs in companic of othe; s , tli.u Icauc h>m a great 
way luhhulc; an I robcfolcU, dothcg-^him on tomakc more (peed , lo in I 
this fiMiitualraccwclhal hardly find anic!hinj',,thatdoth more playnlylhew 
nnd vnhra.-dcvs uith onrownercpidiiicandnouth, thentofce otbcrsio fcr- ! 
.icnr, ilutirwfbcnot.ishcauicasftoncsandlcad, it alone tmift needs ruthle 
to fpm re vs on. Whcrcf. re it cannot bedenycd , bui tl:at thcic is a dayhcgrcit 

bcutfit comiivj-invnto vsby ihccxamnlc of our Preilucn , w'nh whomwc 
line; V hich fuftcis vs not to'be quiet , but is coninually admonilliing, anJ 
ii.ll uain;, and ct:gi:;;vs forward. A folitaric life, fuch as the ancient Ana- | 
ch rets did IcaJc, was ccit;r!nlyfulofvtrtuouspradi(cs-, yet bcciuft it wanted i 

f< nitr^yyt ^'"'^ Ik iicfit of oxampU' , 5. ///.rtwc doth cxhott /<«f?fa«5 rather to Hue in a Mo- 
Ff./rT* r.aftcrie, in ihecompanicof manie;th.t, ashefi'eaketh ,he may learnehumj- 
liticofonc,patienceofanothcr;onemayteachhimri!ence,anolhctnKckcn«. I 

TAnieyiu^r, uhichpurpofc /7fo</fl»fr,airoan ancient Authour (who liucdmiimfO^ I 

*"i ■ '• thofc I-..thcrs , and had fcen maniq of them) rclatcth of a holic man named 1 

Tt^'-inu, Thblnn i who being of noble dcfcent , in the degree of a Senatour , borne lo i 

acittieof Orercc called Z'w^w4,tookchi$ dwelling vpon a hil not fane Irom I 

thecittie; and manic reforiinf' to him , ai fiift hebililt for cucric one of them a I 




uour continually to profit by on: another /imitating the uKcknes of one, an I 
^ *^ iUcngthningI 
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ftrengthning their owne mecknes by the zcalc of an other ; .md learning 
watchfulncs of one, thcylhould mutually teach himaufteritic in falling j f^ 
nally t' at among themftlues they ihoukl be to each otiicr both maillcr and 
fcholjar; for taking of another what thcmfclucs wanted, they fhould, as he 
fayd , ariiue to grcai perfcdion in vertue. Wliich excellent document he con- 
firmed with this ricSimilitu Ic-.For as fcucral trades-men bring al kindofcom- 
m->Jitics to the muket, one fclles bread, another hearbs, another apparrel, or 
(hoes; and n.) one man can fulficicntly prouide the market of al neceflaries, 
but impartin.; to others tliat wherof himfclf hath pleniie,as bread, or anparrel, 
rcceaucih of oth' rs what he wanteth, as oyle, wine , flioes.and the like : Co the 
fcruantsofGod among themfelues, feing no one man can pofliblycompadc 
al thin:;? , mull meetc as it were in one market , and changing one w ith 
another thefcucral commodities and parcels of vcrtuc^rcccaue of one an other, 
\N hat ihcy findc they want. 

ihcfijtecmh fruit: Concord and "-umtie oflieligwus 
wen (\mong thcm[clties, 

C M A P. X X V I L 

T is we! knownc , that In al the Law of ChriA our S.iuiour no 
one precept is more earneflly or more often conmiended vnto 
vs, then the Loue of one another. And as for the mcafure and ^'<- P''^- 
proportion of this inward coniunaion and charitic, how great f^''^ ^^ 
andfallhede/uedit IhouldbCjhinjfclfeuiden lylhcwed ,\\hcn ""^* 
in his lail fpeech to his difciplcs , as it were in his lafl wil and tclbmcnt , he fo 
ardently befoughthisFatiier, that alhisElcawie/'r6eo«eam)ng thrfelucs , «; 
/'f4Wf//m/4r/;f>'n'.rj«r;e.Wiiac greater thing could be required , or more figni- '''^' '^' ^'' 
ficantlyexpreflcd ? feing as He and his Father haue one & the rdf-fame nature, 
fo their wil and intentions mud needs be one and vndiuided. This concord 
and vnitie did long flourilli anjongChrillians, fpecially in thofc lii ft, and, as '^"'' '' "^ 
we may cal them , golden times , wiiilc the precepts of our Lord were yet t\',7fyl''^ 
frefli in their mcmoiies, and fiiie in their harts, and, as wcreadf in thcAasof 
ilieApoftlcs,'/»f ^</fi«oi/j^/ewr/'4r/,rf«</cwf/c«/ri yeaai their carihlicfubftance ^^n.^ j:. 
nnd polFeftions were one common thing to alandeuetic one ofihcni. I'trtuU Tiruuluu 
lUn (akarncd authoiir ) for this reafon doth not ftick to fay, that the whole »^/'' '•5- 
Euangclical Law dotli confill in performing charitable oftices towards one 
another, and rccordeth that it was a common thing among the Gentils in his 
time, to fay : IkhoK!, what lone is among them \ in lo much that they ate rcadic 
to dye for one another ! Morcoucr he fay th , that the Chriftians of thofe times 
did vfuallv cal llroihfis and weic fo, n<»t in word only , but in vttie deed; 
bccaufc al things but their wiucs , were comon among them; and none of 
tliem had anicthin.; f) priuaic to himfclf, that he had not rather hisNcigh- 
baur ha lit, then himfclf. 

2. A ic\ain,vcufthis muruil charitic, and charirable beneficence and h'- 
btrAhtic to,', aids one anotiicr^&pfthc force and cfficacic thercf, reniavnci 
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77r~i7L>a"V.'P4c/;c//./.a. HcNvhilclicwasaHcichcn bare ar, 
vpon ^ c .. a ':';,,^;, ';(,,,,, 3t ,,hich u,nc the armic bent; ahnoft famiM 
H-w^r:^ X;i-mcbcfo.cacc..nCcuc^^ 
^i:' ; l/c. cwc:cbrou4luthen^wuhruclicxprdfi^ 
f ; ll ■ i c u VaO on.u. bchoKliog ic, was vciy uuich lUuckcn and a.nazcJj 
nn be ; ; .■q-'i^-'^>vv'hat people cl;ey n.^ ;t be tl.ac were forcachctp 
do ; un . 'oc, 1 run, , l^c was told they were Uu.Iluns a people wl^ofc 
f r Ti r V -no loue cueric bodic , and co be rcad.c to doe them an.e ferincc. 
I I n'nrdln'lv liUr.v^ vp Im hands to heaucn , & calhng God to witncj, 

::: v';;:!, c! ; of c- u V.:^U. though he neucr had heard anic t iug cfic 
t} c si h u n lU \nv icHion, Icuc nude .n hnn. This Euangclical concord 
nivn'cci'.cictoic a\ cftuc fo noblc in itfclfand lo acceptable to our S... 
u ni rChnit int^-nna tunes fo nuicb edcenicd, and now in th.s corrupted 
a"o^ u ionUKhnc,lcctcd^ nnpayred.asche^c.sKa.cean.c»e^ 
U^dUir..,us Sca.e dotu pcrfc.cly uu.uc & bnng to Idc a;;ame And jt .s ^^ 
^VLH.cdanr.,,thebck\.^:n.a..csotd.eStacc,thaucdo:ha,fdullyrcnc.V 
^ulla.u.to.tn^ai.cthia:l.utan(;)cict.e&charK.e laym|;a th^^^^^ 
no vhichJuniilcoii:S.iui.ur;;n.ctorihenu..lcandx?cu.{e^b^ 
pa.p^cnKndabckn.wuctobctu.iyhlsD^kiple. IUittln.u;dappeaien>o^^^ 
Icclv ;rv.cc<mp..rcthcbona.aihi.Rcbg.ousrocK-t,c wuhtheb.nJsot 
o:he.c;unpn:.i:s;.uKlcon(iac.thc.;reaid.trcrcncethat.sbetw,Ktthcn. 
. Thcicbctv;okindotbondsuherebymcnamon;^:hemrclucsarebound 

1 t/mKanutlKr;()..cisvoluntaMC,ci.trcdbycon{c-ntanaud,asaniongri.enJc, 
MnrcLants.androuiaicrsoracr,„.pa.uctheulKr,sn.uiua.as^ 

K Uucnnnacthcrsofouvkuiarcd/rhcrirllkindofroeKt.e& bondv^.^ 
cnt, cd is nor certainly to be compared with the bond olUbg.on •, for firft uis 

corlincd u iihin certain limits and conditions , extending no farther then to 
thcpcintoftiadin'^, or warfare, orfamiliarconuerfationial things tiiatcon- 
ccrne r.(>t ilafc particulars . arc priiiatetc cuerie one, the reft of the companic 
Jnucn<.ihin.toaocwiihil.c^lUuamoni;d.cferuantsofGod,nothin;'i5thcir 
«wi.c.notl.in-.niuateorpar.icular,nothingdiflcrcntorciu!dcdfromthcrci. 
but al m mnci o( bunncllcs c\ cndcauours. and abfolutly al things u hatlrcucr. 
arc c6mon an.oiv.'. tlicm. Ikfidcs thofc other bonds , as they arc cnticd b> con- 
fcnt indv.ll robyconfcntandwilthcymay betaken-ina-ainc,& arcvlually 
fkcn.in ciiiKibccaufcthedirporuionsofihc pariicsfori not wcl togcaihcr, 
or chcirfoi tunes alter, or the times arc different, or there atifcth funccon- 
troiieilic about the -aync and commc ditic, as not rich enough to concent al 
parties ; inion.uch'that it is very haid to kccpc anic fuch focictic or con.bina- 
tion lor." on foot: Rcli.;ious men remayncbfund not only by purpofc &: hnnc 
dclibciai"ion , but bvVow \ fo ihai they can no more departc from one 
anoilur, ilun they canrromthefcrniccol the DiuincMaicftie. 

4. Iv.itv.l.n '.vondcrisit,ihatRcli<;ic;uscharitic fliould fofarrcfurpancal 

vohmtiioul niionsjcingdoubtlcsitisftrongcr then anic natural coniun- 

CciuTi Can Ik.cIc .nic more nccc togcatiicr iben brethren amoni;thcmfclucJ, 

v.l.nn (.'..liucdfrcmonc (lock, and c)ncclayinonebcllic,andfcemctobc(as 

,4. h - u 1 rp-iucrp;akcih) ihc(.^mt{U>h4fuLhtJAm({>rn^ yci they feldonic agree, 

' diiU..r;.J r-..ir' betwixt ihcm^cry often, andiiuhcitfalUions.iudproccc- 
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dim;", ilicy are very different, and you flial hnrdiy find anic that put their ftocks 
in common togcathcr , or can long maintaync them fo. In Religion it is oihcr- 
ivifc i for fas I fayd eucn now ) al things arc common i in fo much th.it C' n .ipa- 
ringboth tlicboiu!stogcathcr,\vcmay truly fay vvfth"?. .//»<»«/?/« :The brotiicr- 
hood of Chrill is better then brothcrliood in bloud; for this is often at variance 
witli itfclf , the brotherhood of Chrift is incelfmtly peaceable i Th.it uuii 
cmulati )ndiuidctli.unong thcmfduesthing? that wcrccommon; this impar- 
tethlhcm with ioyjTJjat often defjjif.th brethren in companicof others •, this 
olten glues friendlic entcrtiynmciu toaftran^cr. 

5. Vcafomcof thellc.ithcn Philofophcrs dcliucring their opinion in tliis 
l\ind,hauc written , that no focieiie or tricndlliip cm be more noble , or more 
fart, then if good men of like condition enter league ami famiiiariiic logci- 
tlicr.To wlii./i purpofc a favingof ./^^;/////.f«fiismuthc6mcndcJ , that a iull f;V. uofj 
and vp: i,;ht mm, is mote to be valucil and loucd, then a kinfm.m iand that 'Jic 
tibligaiionsrf vcitucaic Ihongtr, tlien the obligations of confanguinitic; in 
rtgud the vlifjioli ions of tlicir mind fuiic better. Wiiich '!'. v/^/^/of exprcllcth 
niorcfolivi!y,&: alfi in be; te; tcarmes, faying: f/wf<f3'»rt«f«Pri*n'.'/////;f/f//-',iv'."m 
I h.tnc b-.'.ucn I'l t!cO'-IJ>e\ thtu i( I ' adbtj^otyoM in m nr!.i^>: ; neirhcr it HaiHte wott 
h-^t tn lotic , f.'<en O, act ; i\) lanily iw oui;^ '>r to lone rJem f^ri t morc^ Will) whom w: nul-^c 
0C(otini W: sful bijor ti'tr , 'htn I'left Wt:!>w'f'm W: ihalliue only in ihisW^rlit. 
^.C".</?'..«inoncofl\isC )llationsbrin ',cth-in the Abbot ^//M/M'/Jcxpicfling 
more at large this whcrof we now fpeakc, &prelciring by farre the coniun- 
(^tion which is among Rcl'gious , before anic conimic^ion.u Inch nature can 
enforce. roriu> certain, f.iyth hc,tliatihcconiunc'tion,in which eihcrby fo- 
cietieofwcdl')ck,(^rthc knot ofconfan;;uinitie,parcnis& children , &: c^'ftn- 
gcrmans, audm in & wire, and otlier kiitJicd, are knit togeatlur, is )h Mtand 
brickie i the bcftand moil obedient children, when they come toycarcs , are 
often Unit- out from their fithcr's houfc and prllcirions; the cornnunica-ion 
which is betwixt man and vvifc, may be barred fomctimrsvpon iull occalions; 
the louc whiciHiiouldbcbct\*ixt brctiucn,is briikcn-ol by contentions di- 
iiilion.Only Monksmiin'aynea perpetual vnitie andconicn tion , pollelfing 
nl thin.;s w'itiioiit diricrciice , and eftrcnnngthat tobc theirs , wlucli is their 
l^cthrcns, and dnt t.'Kii Hrctiu-cns, which anic way bclongcth to thcmfclucs. 
W licjviito we may adde,for fui thcr proof of t he llrcn^thot this louc and co.i- 
cnr<', that, which (he fame Cj/wj^rclatethofafpccch of Abbot 'oftph; w here he 
difcomfctii thus : To the end concord and vnitie may lonj; endme, al dcfirc of 
wealth, or other carthlie things mufl of ncceflTicic bevtterly rooted out i and 
in )rcoucr,ciicriconc mufl barichimfclf of hisnwne wil . ik be m irereadic to 
^^/^ ycald to another's iuilgcmriir,then to (land to hisowne, Whicli it it betri!r,3'. 
ccrtiii.lv it is. we may calily Ice, that it is vciy hard for men in tlie uorKI, to 
Inld manic of iIkmu tridv & finccvcly t(M'^e3thci- \ &: ontrari-.vifL-, tint in Reli- 
j'ioinhefame is very rafic, ;'n 1,1 may fay,almoQ ncccHaric, whce voluma.i<: 
roucnicilothcut-ofalcaufcof (lrife,& voluntaticObcdiencc alpaffioni rf 
rclUv.i!^& :n vcricdccdal vfc thcrof VVhcrvpon S". Ch>tf>(ionith)\\\ wondri uo 
wcljfpca'xingofthisbencfitof Religion: What marud is it, that tluylhi uld al 
of the vfc one kind of habits diet, fcing they banc al of the but or.cfoule, imt 
only by nature (for fo al men iiauc } but by louc and cl.ariiic ; f a how can anic 
' ^ - ..-..■■ ' ' s I jiian 
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„ man Ic ai va; iancc aj;.iinll liiinitlf ? So that in 5". Clmfo^amt's opinion it is at 
„ luii\i 1 ir one Rcli.,ioiis man to Fal-out with am thci'.as it is for a man to fjUut 
will) L:;nfcl;. lor as in one anJ tlic fame man , manic members arc held in 
vnitic I7 one ami the fame foulc , To in Rclii;ic)n manic men arc vnircd toqca. 
thci I'v one onlie foulc of Ciiaritie and confent. Ic i^ thcrc;"orc ecr-ainly a 
eic.it nutter, and fuJ i-f^jrcar profit and plcafmc, and, if uc thinkwcl of ir 
h.ih amraclc, that in fuclidiuci/inc of nations , and natures, anda-jc, and 
difp< linons,the(iijccofGodlhouldhaucfomucliforccasto knic togcadicr 
fjmah'iconj/aidfjc T Religious {coplc in fo inn ard a coniundtion of iouc & 
Vi.ionofminu's asiftl.cy hadhceii borne of one mother, and brcd-vn uith 
the \r^'' "••'' -' ' ' • '^ ' • • • - 
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manic bodies ihercis bur one foule,<»rtha: tiicy^rcofoiic foulc but fcmanic 

• iDlhumcnts.Uhic'i inward totiiundion and concord anion,; Religious }'co. 
plc,ihoui;h.cchi;nycoi.ccrnctIic mind, that they be t as the A /' llle fpci- 
kah } of.'/.f '.r,>n /,;.u^ v^ u,; / n'</ , it cxtcndct h itftlfto I'utward thin-salfo 
and.s notalulc:l cir.-.i.i.ed by t!r in/fiiey dwcl to^^caiher; their anpancj ii 
ah vc, their c;np!.) ij,e:it; , a:ul thcirendo , and dieirmeancs be the lame lani 
confc(]ucntIyt. ; *;< nmi «'i-ic or incommoilitic, profpcriticor .'ducrdtie, tlicy 
farca!ike,andt;:-'tv/:,iJifa!JcsvPononc,fal!csv[.onanoihcri which thin 's 
ih.)ijgh they be Inul ia thcinfc.ues an J mcanc , as .il tempoiat tl,in!;s are , yet 
t..eyiclbhc;^.c..tvi)i;if anion.- tlR>m,.md doc alio {;:cat!y prcl>riie]t. 

7. \\'lxftf(..c V. l.AUHi.cc ^v//./-.„;cxtolJinL;iiiiscommonin.' in outward 
th)n.;s,uh.t!.uehn I amon;^Reli;;ious people', fay th it is a perfect fa m pier 
olil)arulnJnsinNa:urc.]orasthcfuaenance,whichvvctakcbynicarcanJ 
jh'nk.iW(Viahyd,uKlcdioaltliepartsof the bodie, ascucrie member or part 
Ijatfi need, ana Nann e itfelf, ,is a difcrcet houfeholdcr , is iudgc and difbibmcr 
tiKiol, v.i h ut a.ucaiilc or contention amon'^ the members •, fo A things 
nc ci.i;,v artciually diuidcd in Reliv;i.)n to ihc'contcntment of eueric one. 
\. .r-.t'vci. a. ccaun<abcaniethi.)j;inthcwo: Id more beneficial, or inorc 
Ut i^'.: I u! to oc -. id . then this perfect vnitic and communication of al tiiiivj 
ui.ichis in Kt, , n. And tofayn, more, the veric Heathen I'hilofopj.crs 
l^om-a.vMift . ! a ncm thciritnanin aion a Cittieor C. mmon-aealth foab- 

• omtcly p.i u a aij J couipJeatc in al rcfpcds , tiiat a man may r.uher wiiii fuch 
at.Mn-,tlicnei!crh, pctohndir,coiddnotinucntamoreexcellcnt,normore 
<]'«.intelor.ncthuot then that of u h.ch I haucfpoken W4/o,ns we fee fra- 

«nca .,,s,,ua;^.narie (,onimon-wealth after this tnoiild, wilhin ; that, accrrdin.' 
n uc OKI 1 . oucr.> tm.,.l, ,>.^, ,/ ,/,,,„, ,,.,^/, i,, ,,,„„,,,^ . ^^^j accountint^ it die 

...J clvcitueandl.api,,neswhichcnuldbeinacittie,thattli^^^^ 
1 ''''■^•"^•'''^^■niui.cv.iiorhoufc.norpofTcaions.bu'cuerieihiiigincomon, 
' "i vJiici naturally .nc fo proper topiiuatcpc[fons,that they 
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urcycs^: carcs,& hands Ihouldfcc, iV carc,& h- 



cu ri/vi''^'''''^' '"'''""'*' ^ ^'•^'''•''* »"'' •T'"«ons iliould be con^ 
oth K h'''r ' '''}::''^>?<'''^oycc or bcforicfor the famethin^stlutan- 
•^.li i:. lucn a Citi.c.fa) th hc,or Comou-wcalth, the G .ds or die fonne$ 

of the 
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of the Gods ddc chance to dwcl togcathcr,ccrtainIy they muft needs be blcfTcd 
& ful of al ioy and happincs. This is VLtto his difcourfe ; & he addeth farther 
that there neucr was, neither cuer wii be fuch a CofDmon- wc.dth vpon earth. 
8. How great therefore is the cxccllcncic and happincs of a ReliLMous 
eompanic, where this is fo pcrfcdiy pei formed, which Vlato thoui^ht couKI 
not poflibly be compallcd jor if it wcrccopalIcd,hc was of opinion tiiat they 
v.crc Gods,orthcfonnesof the Gods, that liucil inihatioyand fclicitic? 
Mow thoup,h cucric oneof vs may better find by his ownc experience, tlicu 
hyatiic man's relation, tiiat this is fo pcrfccf y accomplilhcti in Religion , ic 
v.ilnot beamillcforproofetherof to biiiig two fuch witneflcs, asa-e witli- 
ciK a! exception , and evprcilc ic bcfl !es in wortis , whicii come very nccre to 
thofe which T/d/o vivth. '^. lltfll faytlithus : In it al things are comni' n, their 
iniihis , their vvils, their bodies, and al things necell.uic for meafe,diiiik,i^' 
apparrcl j They fcruc one God in ci-mm n , their cxeicifes o{ pictic arc in 
common, tluir faluation , their coi.fl ch, their labours, their rewards and 
trowr.es arccommon ; In it manic are one , and one is not alone, but in 
m.iiiic. ButV./p/u ('hjff'ftdw islaiicmoicc pi us, po . ring-fortlioneucric 
liJe tiic golden ftieamcs of his elocjuence, but chiefly whcnfocuer he hath 
had occafion to pleade for Re.igion, as he d.uh in his Apologic for Monafti- 
cal iifc ; where hauing reck(Mieti-vp manic incoriinu-diiies &:'dangcrs of a Sc- 
ciil.r life, at length he fay th thus : You Ihal find n( nc of thcfc euils at al in 
M maflcrics ; but when others are toiled with the wanes and furges of th.e 
fcj , they alone lyiiv.', i]uicc and fafe in the haucn , behold as it were from 
icaiienthc Hiipwrack which others fufftr. Fortb.cy hauechofcn a hcaucnlic 
coniierfation , not iofcriour to the Anjels. For as among the An- ' 
ids there is no doubtful change , fo that fomc of tliem gloVic in pro- > 
ll'ciitie , and others lament their hard fortune •, but al arc ioyful and < 
quicr, vnifbrmly reioycingtiK'e,!thcrint!iat heaurnli? t'lorie; ihcJikc you < 
llial fee inMonafletics : Nobinlie is vpbraydcd with poueriic, no bodic is < 
more honoured for his riches ifo that Mine and Thine (two things which ' 
(urnc al things vpfide-downc ) are quite ihut-out of their doore , al thini;s « 
among them arc common, their board, their dwelling, their apparrel, and, « 
which is more to be admired, they arc of one and the fame mind They arc < 
al ev]ually noble and honourable; equally rich , which is to be ti uly rich ; and « 
iqiially glorious, which is the only trueglorie. Their pleafures, and pa/limes, « 
-iiU delights, and dcfircs, and hopes, are tjic fame. Altiiin.;s arc among them « 
mol^carcfullyordered,asit were bailanccd by weight and meafure,if)crc is ' 
no yncucQ dealing, but exceeding great onltr,and moderation, and con- < 
ucniencc, and vnfpcakable care of concord & continual matter of ioy. There < 
and nowhcrccis you Ihal find , that they doc not only contemnethin:;s pre- « 
l<nt,andlhiit-out al occaflons of quarrel an 1 debate, and that they .re hap- c 
pjc in the all'mcd hope of eternal life, I ut alf > that they make account that al . 
ihingswhich happen, be they ioyful, be they fad, be common to cueric or.c < 
among ihcnv, whereby their grief is more eafily aflwaged , in regard that < 
mrrie one dotii cndcauour to his power to bearc part 1 f the birrtllen , and . 
f"cy haiie infinit occaflons ofgladncs, cucric oilC icioycing*, not in his ownc 
alone, but in others behalf. 
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The Jtxtcctith frtiit : Mutual ajp/lame in al thmgs, 
CHAP. XXVIII. 

l!i^^ IIP: vnitlc and concord , wlicrofl fpakc in the lafl Chapter, 
"p^ 1^ cci tai.ily a ;rcat benefit, and very picadng to Almightic God, 
*^ '- an 1 inclu lc:l) two ochcc excellent coinnioditics, whcrof 1 ' " 
ticatc fcuc. ally in tlic Clia|)cci- following. Tiic one, is the mu- 
tinl hclpand afHilajicc , whicii Religious people hauconc of 
anotlKT in al :liin;js. Tih^.t manic niccte togc.itlicr, and ioync their force? 
e and ill! lilies in one, nuill wzf^A, bccxjcctlin/, profitable for euciiconc in par. 
-. ticiihr , ajul ibff.'utl/ for al occafions. Tor by this mcanes (as .Anjittk 
" wcl oh^cr icli thou.'jicucriconcby liimfclf bcnot ro!;ood, yet al t >qcatiKr 
" aicbc:ici , tlicn a-iic •>n': am >n;4 tlicin , be hcnciicr fo^ood. As (fayiiihe;' 
• abm.ut , t xliffcttin '-out whcrjf manic c<incuirc,and lay their purfcj 
' to 'catii'rr ,is much m )rc fumptuous , then if it be prouided at one inau'j 
" clia . cs: S >cuc!ie''H<.' inconimonhath fomc mcafurc of venue & wifdomc, 
" winch hcin^ put in cointn )n,d >th make one pcrfc(fl: thing ; which is all') 
' tiieieaf)n , wliy nunie iudgc bet:erof Mulickor Puctric, thca onCi bctaufe 
^ fomcobferuc one linn.', others another, 

2. Tins is ^Iri'loiU'i difcourfe i and it holdcth in his opinion , though 
cucrici^neby lunifclf be nor perfed , nmchmnc then, if the number be ot 
choice pci Ton'; , and cueric one aining them very eminent , or at leafl cndea- 
uour to bcforandconfccjucntiy Religious people tnull needs rcapc incueric 
hiudgrcat hciicfiiby the communing in wluch they line i which kcul.u' |>co- 
p!ccannot Jiuin ; as they do^ cucrie one, as I m.iy f.iy , at his ownc chari;e5. 
I 01 as a pl.ink of a iliip , i\ it be taken fcucrally by itfclf , is forfm.il piirpofc, 
but m, line put to.;taihcr arc very fcruiccablc at fca , to tranfjjoit coniincdi- 



t CH,..tHl brockc the wanes and billowes. And ftones vpon aheap byilicm- 
It lues, fcriic for iitic; but l.iyd handfomly in moncr togcathcr , make a i;li> 
nous ii.cvv of priiKcli. Pailaccsand buyUliiu'.s; and in io',vcrs,andcallles,'anl 
I )'.\ nc-waljes, arc abet j abide the Canon ; andfcuer them a.-.ainc, they arc 
butahcjporitoiKs as they were before ; So (uic man -doneby himfelf, citlitr 
is not for fo muil), or for n. mote, then by his ownc fingle lUength iicij 
as^.c t ) pcrhjitnc ; but manic togcaihcr fortifyc one another , as we ftc 
«iny;y bcfoic our cyc. in works , th.it require corporal Arcn£;th and labour. 
Ifoiic man tjkc vpon hinj tocanicor draw airc.it weight,with alhisAic^tli 
he I, n ^t j;eiliap<^ .^bk to Hirreit \ manic logcaihcr goc'avvay fmooihly witii 
Jt , .Juch asit)st:-ic abfolutly ill al ihin;.;s, which arc done by concurrence 



11^ .:e/ol /liallhcu how it agrctth with our particular cafc.both in rcfpcct 
< 1 tlu bcnclu and pcrftd'on of our ownc foules , and for wha.fucucr cIs i^t»> 
} Ttlic -ooii and peiftctionof out Nci'jhboui. 
An,l!!ii^, a.conccniingouifciues, wcu-adc in holicScri.ture , th^f 



l.' 



. K'^cdthtr , tjtn orn ; fir thcj luuc tk Lcmjif qJ that [oi.mt ) >( 



tneful IJf '"^y ljcfl4)(d bydftother. Woe to him that is aline ; becaufe When he is 
UlUff, le hath none 10 lift /-""* ^f* '/ nv# //i«/»f to^eather , ti.ey wil cherish one an- 
offtr. //01V shdl one he nurtfte ? ^nd if one preuayle^ two wil reftjl him. jl ui^U 
ct)(l is hardh hro/^tn. In which words we may find three commodities cx- 
prcllcd , without which a fpi ritual life cannot Aibfift. Foe firft confiJc- 
rin" we arc fo weake, and the place, where we Hand, fovery lli(.pcric, 
that we cannot but often fal , is it not aj;rcat benefit toluuc one alwaycs 
with vs to giuc vs his hand , and lift vs vp ? VVliich in the falles which 
the Souie doth come by , is much more neceiraric , tiicnwhcn our bodic 
falles. I'l'r in thcfe , wc may fotc-fcc , wiien and where wc are like to 
fal ; but our fou'c is often blinded , and falles in the dark , and lycth 
flil a i;reat while, ihinkin;^ not of it , or perhaps thinking th'.t it Hands 
ucl enough. Bolides when our foulc once gets a fal , it brudth itfclf fo 
forciv, that vnUlle it haue help from witluiut , it cannot rife againe i which 
l.clp conns ch.cfly from God , but yet by the hands and afliftancc of men. 
And ym ihe cafe , there were a man fo fortunate, as ncuer to fal ( which 
is impodiblc) he is in dan;;er notwithflanding of a certain fpiritual colcl- 
ncs, v.hich calily cieepcs vpon vs, in the dead winter of this world , where 
v.c V. aik in fo great a dillance liom that Sunnc of luflice , which < ne day 
V. il ilicw his face, and waimc vs. To put away this cold , and bring hcatc 
into our fou!cs, not/ling can be better, then, as the Wife-man fpeakcth, that 
at ('crish ancfl.tr ; and if there be more togtaihcr, the hcatc mull needs be 
thegrcatcr. For, as w c fee a pcecc of great timber w il not burnc of itfclf in 
t!:cfi:c, but if )ou put fomc brands ends vnto it, it prefcnily kindlcth ■, fo 
our foules , if they be left alone , waxc cold 5 but in companie of others 
that be fciucnt , they arc c.ifily inflamed, both by counfcl and example, 
whcrof I banc already P)okcn. Uut/.'oiv sl.al one alone be warmed': asthc Vv ifc^ 
man fi'cakeih. 

4. The third commodiiic is , that if one be too Prcno ^ nv» wil reffi h.Wy 
pointing at tlie continual llrifcand combat which wc haue ( as th.e Apoftic 
f| eakcth ) acainj} the powers and rulers of this daii{H(s j in w hich fight it can- 
not be imagined, how much mc-rc fafe it is to haue companie. For, as S, 
Ito ( who is excellent at al hands) fayth very wcl : Though a Ipiiitual 
wairici may come-t)f valiantly , if he fight alone s it is fafer and c Jlct for 
liim , to fight (landing in battail-array openly againft the encniie •, figh- 
ting and bringing the battail to an end , not with hisowiicftrcngih alone, 
but afTifted with troupes (This brethren, vndcr command of an inuincjb.'c 
Kinp. For manic togcather fight with Itllc danger , then cueiicone can 
doc by himfelfi neither can a man be eafily wtrundcd, ifoppofing the buckler 
< i la-th Ic be <lcfciu!cd,not by his ownc only, but by others flren th ii<ut, 
as ti.ecaufcis the fame,tl e vidoiic nay be common among ihcm. S.Dtruard 
f lyih niorcoucrjthat thcic cannot be a more dangerous thing , then lor a man 
loibndto contend alone with the biuel,whom he cannot fee, aiid ycL is (ecu 
I y l'iiu;&: therefore whofoeucr doth think of feruing God, nuift himfclf haue 
tie vcrtucof Fortitude,andfcckc bcfides tofightin array withothers, where 
'••• ' <■ fjyihjhchath as manic fuccours, as companions-, and fuch companions, 
'^'- 'MV. fay with the Apofllc ; V/c ah n(>t I'jnorant of the wilts if the evun.i. For 
" S.J 
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I;^i^ Op THE IIAPPINBS 

p> a Congrccation , in regard of the ftrengili it hath , is tcrriblc,as a battaiUvel 
» ordered , but w«e r« him thdt ti alont \ Ltcduft wbtn ht hfMlen , he hdfh no boditu 
., lift Lim yp. Thus fayth S, Btrnarci, 

5. linally the Wife-man, bcfides the diuinc authoritic which his fpceclj 

d til curie, do:hcinfirincv\ hat he fayth, by avcrie fit example : ^tri^leaf^ 

;i Air^/.y Lrc/^m ; as vviio IhouIJ fay , a cord is midc of feueral litle thrcdj 

iwiUcJ to'catlici \ the thrcJs , wliilc thoy arc feucr.il , arc final and wcalce- 

wiicii they arc woucii one within another, they arc able to hold a huge 

wci'.^ht , and beare at;rcat rticllc: Co byourfclues wcarcwcakc andfccbfc 

butit wcioync and agree with otiicrs, if we bcwclvnited and linked togcj, 

the.-, we liul be able to abi Jc,and goc througli with anie thing. 

, , 6. And iluis much of the help which Religious men aftord one another' 

/Ifor thecucicoiningof tlieconimon Encnvc,and to encrcafc in vertue and 

• feruoui' of charitici The facncdotli extend itfelfalfo toex:ernal things, anj 

the benefit of their neighbour, of which I am next to fpeakc j wherintliat 

which S. C,Y^or/f writeih in one of his I r)(niliesvponf":^a7tif/, is niudi to be 

confiJcrcd. Almi.'.iuieGod , fayth he, dealeth with the harts of men, as he 

dcalctli wiihthcclim.tts of theeaith. He coulJ haue ftoredcucriccoiintric 

. with al forts of fruit , but if one countiic ftood not in need of the fruit of 

'"an th:r countiic,thcre would hauc bccnnocomercc betwixt them; where. 

,, f ne to one he luthgiucn plentie of wine, to another oylc ; vpon one he 

, hath beflowed abundance of cattle, fruits of the earth vpon another jthatthc 

:, one tranfportin:^ that which another hath not , ami the other returning 

, that which the former brought not , tlic countries thcmfelues might be 

,, ioyncd iogeathcr,by communicatlonof the fruits thcrof. As therefore the 

cliiji.its of the earth, fo the minds of Saints, conferring mutually one vpon 

,, another that , wliich ihcy hauc reccaued , doe as it were tranfport their 

^ fruitv from countrie to Cv)untric, that they may be al vnited togeathcrin 

clMiiifc. And this which f. Gre^orie cxprcHcth by example of feueral coun- 

tries , the ApnRlc Ion;/, before taught vs by the knowne example of a man's 

bodic , wluch S.Greior.e ai^aine expounding inhis\forals fayth thus: What 

J iholic Church buuhc boJieof herSoueraigncMcad ? whcrinoncisthccye, 

dilcoucring profound myllcties; another is the hand, working good things; 

nnot!)erthc foot, going about that which is commanded ; another theeare, 

vniiciflanu'ing the voice of the precepts; another thcnofe, diftinguilhingtlic 

il (^iu>)ur of ill- bad, froaithc fwcetodouroftliegood; who while thcyaf- 

lill one .mother by the feueral functions they haue reccaued , as the mcmbctJ 

(I nun's bodic, doc make one bodieamon;^ thcmfelues ; and perforniini; in 

chui-ie feueral oHiccs , liic bodic in which they arc, can by no mcancs be 

"fcucrcd. 

7. And S Gtf:^crie in manie places doth take it for a fpecial poi.it of 

rtCol'sproi idc. ICC, that eucrie one is not endued with al kind of graces, to the j 

••| end ti.ni he , ihai might pcrliaps hauc been proude by liic grace lie hath rccca- 1 

J "^^','h uld l>ckc,'t inhumilitie by the vcrtucwnich he wanted ; andagaincby | 

J"'iiit:c cunic o-ic hauc al , pollcllitig in another that, which he hath not in 

I'nik f and Kcipr< c.illy bdt^wingtliat , vJiich hchaih , vpon another. 

\ » nc:cfjrc (as i'.0»Y^«r/C difcoutfcth further) ouc is endued with the word of 

w ifdcnic 
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wifdome, and is not fccondcd with the fpcech of knowledge , that is of tea- ;; 
•hing ; another is confpicuous for teaching , and jret is not ftrong in the word ** 
ofwifdomcjbcing able cnoueh to dcliuer whatfoeucr hchaih !earncd,but not " 
arriuingto difccrne anic profound thing of himfclf. This manbydifcretionof ]] 
fpirit doth fubtilydiue into other mens nunds; but hath not the ski! of feueral,, 
languages. Another in that one tongue which he knoweth,doth by prudent ], 
interpretation examin the weight of eucrie fentence and word, and patientiy 
wanteth other good things , which he hath not. 

8 This being granted and auerrcd, that which followeth is euidcnt; to wit, 
that no one man can be of hi lifclffo pregnant or wel prouided in this life, as 
to be able by himfclf alone without help of others to do anic great matter; but 
of ncccflitiche muft ioyne himfclf with others, and fupply from others what 
is wanting in himfclf. W hercforc a Secular (late,mufl needs come farrc fliort 
of a Religious ftate in this point ; in regard that Secular people (land alone, H<^"' the 
and follow their ownc priuate di<flamens ; ayming at that which ismoft profi- ^'"^<^'^- 
tab!e, or comnwdious, or honourable, or glorious for themfelucsi or if they ScVuLr 
attcmptanicthingof a higher ftraync, foraduanccmentofthefcruiccofGod, people 
or of his Church, they haue not abilitie enough of thcmfelues to go through ^omc ^^ 
with it: fo that euen the (Ircngih which they hauc, fcrues atlafttolitlc pur- J.'"!^**"^**^ 
pofe; as iFoncraan alone fliould fet his fliouldcrto remoucahugc ftonc,to '"'"*^^' 
whatpurpofe were it > but if he fet hard to it with manic othcrs,they may doc 
fonicthingA whatfoeucr is donc.hls labour hath a part in it. Morcoucr we 
may heboid to fay that which is very true-, thatoftimes Secular people oucr- 
value their ovvne abilities,andtruftingtoo much vpon tliemfclucs,vndertakc 
things beyond their force, fpcciaily thedefireof famcand exccllencic, which 
polfeireth al mankind, egging them forward togrcat matters , chiefly where 
honour & applaufc may be gotten; atidfo leaning that which they were able 
todoe, they leefetheir time andlabourinthingswhich they wil neuer bedblc 
tocom^afl'c.Whichy.GrrgffMfeKprefleth very neatly and elegantly a iitlc after ^^/j'*^^*^* 
thar,which before I cited out of him. Our Creatour& Gouernour (fayth he) 
by wonderful prouidcncchauingbeftowcdfomc things vpon one, &: denyed 
them to an other, and againedenycd one that which he hath giuen an other, 
whofoeuer attemptcthio doe tnorc then he hath reccaued, endeauoureth to 
goe beyod the bounds or nieafures which arc fet him i now he that maikcih 
not thcl'mits which are mcafured-out vntohim,fets hisfootin adowncfal,& 
boldly making haft to catch that which he cannot reach,dothmoftc6monly 
Icefcthat which he might haue reached. We vfe the help of our members 
bcft , when we keepc them to their feueral fundions ; beholding light with 
oui eyes, and hearing founds with our eares ; But if a man change this order, " 
andvvil hcare with his eyes.and fo with his cares,he holds them both open in«' 
viyne ^ Ifa bodic wil fmel w ith his mouth , and tafte with his nofe, he takes • 
hotn himfclf the vfc of both thcfefcnfcs ; for not being put to their proper «• 
vfcs, they forgoe their owne funflions.and reach not to doe anothers. ** 

9' This crrour therefore, and eonfufion,and diforder,of which the world '^^""' '' 
{ if we markeit) isvery ful, hath noplace in Religious congregations; eueric 'l,'^^' !,".'' '^ 
J>nc betakes himfclf to the ftation, place , and office, which is appointed him Ihln .\afi«. 
by his Superiours , as by the (jcncial of an aimie i and foilovves ncit 
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Jiisowi.c fancic tliciiii •, anJ Iiis Supctiouis appoint him tliac which GoJ 
hath Jcciccd and d':tcriiiincd j for \vc hauc fulHcicntly pioued before that 
Ciod djtii i;v)iicrnc anddifpofcal Kcli^ious people by the hand of their Supc- 
riours. \\ licrcforc bciiv^ goucrncd and directed by God, who framed cucric 
ones nannc, nul knowcth cucrie . nc's capacitic and abiiitic , no man need 
tofcaic Jcalthcbcnot placed .wluieit is Httcllforhiin, Andneeict to our 
purj?ofcj fcingin Religion al haue the fame end, and dirc<it their actions and 
cn;!cauou:.. t > one CDminou intention and purpofc, tliey arc as rcadie and 
quick to hcJp one anothcr,and drc it as cheerfully , as the hand is leadic to 
help the cvc ; or ihc C) c, the hand \ or the tccte , the h.cad , or rather as the 
liand, or tJie eye, or anic otiier part is readic to help itfcif; bccaufe that u hicli 
is a benefit to the common , profits eucric pauicular man •, and that v\hicli 
cucric particular mandoih for anic of tiKrcft, hcduth it cccminly for him» 
fclf i by which meanes that which one wantcth, is mort ealilyand peifc(ftly 
fupplyed VNithanothei's plenties a thing fo beneficial In icfcJi , and lb much 
dcfacd (i^ cucric bodic. lor \\ iicras fome hauc Icarnim; and iiauc not wifl 
tlomctodifpatch bulinclics pothers iiaucwifdomc , and not much learning, 
romeconccaucathin;:;wcl, but cannot vttci that which is in their mind;and 
ill al kind of knoulcd 'C one is m ic skilful then another , bccaufc no man 
can be perfect in al things \ ihtfc pci fedions and talents, .uc in tiiis Brothcrllc 
communitiefutcmiercd, that what may faylc in one,isvphcld by another's 
help, and in fine as I fayd out o(./in(l^tle in the beginning of this Chapter] 
cuciic one ha-h fomcthing , and a! haue al. 

lo. Andihis I take to be the rcafoii, why there bealwaycs fo manic emi- 
ncnt men in KcliiMon in al kinds, & fo manie rare works hauc bcenatchicucd 
by them , h, ,th tor ihc help of their neighbour ( of which I dial hauc occallon 
IC) (| cake Ik-ci a f ci )^\u matter of Learning, wherin they hauc mightily flou- 
linjcd.anddcriiud a:;reat cdecmc thcrof toal poftetitic , and in al kindof 
vcrtucnnd/an(fiitir;towit,by reafonofthis concord and connexion, which 
cnablcth and cm ichcihcueiic particular n»an with the abilities and ta'cntsof 
the rcfl, and whitihcy could not doc by thcmfclucs alone, they pcrformcby 
the hand and lic'.p of oihcrs,wheiof we hauc aplaine example out of holic 
Mciiptutc inthc Tower of r>M, vAuchby confcnt of manic wcrk-men ay- 
njin; at one ihm 'A' labouring; in one bulines , urew to an cxccfliuc hei'-litj 
nnd wasfuddcniy d.tihcd,and btou-ht to confiifion, by no other engine, Thcti 
by didurbance of ilu fame confcnt, through the multipiicitie of feucral laii- 
:-;ua^es i bcnn; vitctly difablcd thereby from afTiIling one another; and the 
Jikchapnctlun alihings which men goc about. 
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ThepaHcnteentbfmh : CommHnicat'ton of good mrkj, 
CHAP. XXIX. 

H E other effect of Religious vnitle, is the Communication of 
• good works, atnong al thofc that arc of the fame Order and 
' Familie,andtl.at wcmay thcbciterdifcoucr the greatncsofthis 
benefit , wc mud confidcr what is communicated , and how. 
Firft therefore ic is cci tain, that in al good works there be three 
things to be confidcrcd: TIic ciicicafc of grace which cucric good work doth 
met it , tor.cather with the proportion of glorie and reward in hcauen , corrc- 
fpondin-'tothc mcafurcand value of the work. And this is cuer proper and 
pcculiarto him that doth the wor k , for it is the prluilcdgc of Chrill our head 
and mediatouronly.by hispaynes and pafTion to haue merited grace & glorie 
for others. The fccond comoditie of a good work is, that it fatisfyeih for our 
finncs paft ; & this may be communicated with others, & wholy applycd vnto 
then),ifwcwil.ThethirdisItnpctration,agrcathelptovvardsthcfauingofoui- 
foulcs,for whaifoeuer wc doc that is plcafi'ng in the eyes of God,doth not only 
deferuc a reward for that which is paft , but dcfcructh help for the time to 
come, to wit, that wcmay perfcuer to thccnd,andgoeforwat-d invettuc, and 
withlhnd out ghofllic enemies, ouercomc our pafTions, abide that whichis 
hard & difKcuIt , in fine to obtaine whatfocucr may conduce to our faluation. 
And this Impctration may be alfo conferred vpon another by the w il of him, 
in whom it is ; which is no final benefit , fcingil is in the next degree to th.ic 
grace.whcrin the life of our foulcdoth confilU for though no man canmcric 
luflifying- grace for another, he may merit notwithftading thofc helps whei- 
by lullifying-gracc is cafily encrcafed. 

z. Now there be twowaycsjwhcrcbythcfc things may be communicated: 
theonCjbywil, as it were bellowing my wealth vpon another, by myownc 
guift i the other without anic exprellc ad ( f the wil, but as it were by natu- 
ral confequcncc. Forfuppofingthatfomcioyneinacommuniticto^',eathcr, it 
followcth naturally of iticif, though none of them think therof, that al their 
works & merits aic comon among them, fothat thcimmcdiat ground of this 
comunieation is the bond or tyc which is betwixt ihcm;infomnch that where 
that is,& the flreightcr & fit mcr it is, the communion alfo of merits & works 
niud needs be more ample & ful. And wc may declare it by that which palfetii 
inani ural& outward focieticor companic, w herofthercbcdiuers degrees: 
Thefirfl is grounded in likcucsof naturc.which.comprchc/idcthal manfcmd; 
an J by occalion therof manje tfiings are commqn among al men, as thclcas, 
and fca-lhotcs , and mai,>ic^^jjiing9 pfihat nature. Againc thofc of the fame 
couinrieare more necrly li'n'ckcd,/9^iiauc.manic things comon among them, 
as their language, and manic ri^ln$ and duties. A nccrcr degree tlicn this, is to 
be of ihc fame towne anijciitic, yvhain maiue iuorc things are common,as the 
^rccis,theCourts,thcf.awps,Clmt:cM,Ciiftomcs,Thcncerencsofaflinitie&: 

J^indtcdis yetafltci/Jucr tyc j Sc-thc nccrcftof al iso'f tnofc that be of the f inc 
' o, / > ^ ^ ^ houfehold 
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houfchold and familic, whciin al things arc common , ponciiions moni 
houfchoM.ftutfc , nobilitic alfo and honour. In like manner in the Vi)iritu!i' 
coniun^ion wefpcakc oft', thegrcatcafocicticcomprcl.endcth al th./c arc in 

the ftatc ofGracc and Charitic, and as among them doubtlcs manic thinqs arc 
common, foeucric particular man among thcmhaih fomclliarc of the coo^ 

deeds, which arc done by ahhcrcil. Which £)4«/i/rcflt(iling-on did much re 
iuyccCiyw^^^iUmpMru^rr \vithAlthxtfurtthte,4ndthdtt^tri>tihy Ctmm4ntimC 
I. For in iliis fciifc S. ^n>br»feand diucrs oihcrs interpret this place. Bcfidesthil 
general coniur.aion ofal good and godiic mcn,al Rfiigio us people, of whit- 
rocucrO-dcror Irltiiutc they be, hauc a neercrtyc, grounded iniheprpftf 
Hon of the Dmc Euangclicai perfection in thefame Vowcs, & abrcnuntiation* 
of al cai thiic t hmg',. Nccrer then ihisjs to be of one and the Himc R digioui 
Familic , where ;>1 hauc thcramcSuperiours,and Rules,and ritcs.thc fclf-famc 
end, commodities and incommndiiies , and al things common amoni' them 
Wherefore as in a wcl-ordered Famihcjwhatfocucronc brotl-.er acquireth he 
acqmrctii i t not to himfdf alone.but to al the reft of his brethren j & in a com- 
pan;cofma»ch.ints,thega>r.eot*cucricparticularman,redounds to the benefit 
pf the whole Comp.inic,&ihecncrcare,vvhicharifcth,iscquaIIydiuit'edam«- 
then al , much more the fpiritual lucre muft needs extend itfeif to al fuch Bre^ 
tin en and Fcllowcs as arc link cd togeathcr by a fpiritua! knot and tye, which 
is yet more cuideni in tiie example of a man's bodie . thcconiund^ion of the 
members whcrcf doc exi>rc(lirthe coniundion of Religious people morena- 
luraily, then amc thing els. For we fce,that the bodie rcccaucthfuftenanccfo 
as though one member take payncs in gcttmg it,anoihcr in chewing, anotheJ 
m UifgcUing r, yctiheimcc and nouti/hment is equally de.iucd into al the 
innnbcrs i al arc ufrelhed,al are ftrengthned by it, without anic contention cr 
cmtucnce. Andfc.ng it hapncth thus in Naturc.flial not Grace hauc the like 

cHccL' yes d«ubtl«,and the more pei-fcaiy.by how much thcpovNcr of Grace 

IS greater, an) more effc(:iual. To v\hichpurpofcS ^cfayth jThouuh cueiic 

member be not alike beautiful, and in fo ^-reat varietie of narts,al cannot dc 

Icrucal.kc, ya thcconnexionof Charitie mnkcththat there is acommunica- 

, t.on otcomehncs For they that be vnited in holic loue , though al of thembc 

' vrch!l'l'?rfvf'^''y'V'''y^ glad of one an other's rood ; and fo that 

, wh.c h they atfc a cannot be anic wayes ftram-.c vnto them ^ becaufe they that 

,. reioyceatanutl.u'sprc fir,cncrea'etheir owneriches. =">^»"^y^"« 

» nlumfdftl IS which wel^iuefiyd ,and fpeakcih thus : V;hen uethinkof 

' u? "'",;.• i^ Jr r^'^^''^ '""S'-^^ bcin continual labour, "t in 
you charuie we alfo doc repofe. For we arc but one bodie vnder one 

• aufc^tn/!/°T 7 :i^^^"'f^^^"^nes and we in you are ful of quiet ;be« 
hctt r I " ]^ ruffcr al the members fuffer with it. And els-wherc 
and i^ hi wV '^^'"^^[ JV"^'''"^ » vpon vn horn God hath beftowcd gracr, 

* haps h '"v '" ^^'t ' ^°ir^'' ^^°" »^f n^t able in ihyfdfT Per- 
. thou laV.nM^'^'" • .' ^^' \ '"'* ^"» '^»F"ific is thine i Againc 
. ion' 'f tCul^i? "'' ' " t"" ^T ^J^^^. -"3it is his. He can watch 
. 'on^ , ,t i,ou doll not cnmc hin) , his labour is thine i Perhaps choa 
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^imftfaft longer j if heloucthcc , thy fafting is his, becaufe thou art in him; f^^^ ^^j, 
properiyilouandhearcnotalonc, by charitie you arc. This thercforcisthcpjouspco- 
effect of charitie i for tying mens harts inwardly togeathcr, and intedacing plcp.vr.ikc 
thcmonc within another, confcqucntly their works arc'mingled and com- f><"oncan 
mon among them. And if themecrc habit of charitie be fo powerful , what °[g^,^[ * 
wil not the State of Rdigion founded in charitie be able to doe ? For the tye ' ^ 
of charitie may be broken , the ftate cannot be forfakcn ; and it hath not 
only naturally in itfdf al the force and ftrcngth of charitie , but addcth a pcr- 
mancncieand an cuerlafting obligation , from which we cannot goc back. 
V\hcrcroie if we take thingsright,vvc maybe iuftly thought in Religion to 
loucGod with fo manic ibulcs , to worke with fo manic hands, to runiic 
about good things with fo manic feete, to bearc hardncs with fo manic 
lliouldcrs, as we hauc companions ; becaufe they doc al thefc things for our 
benefit, and not lor thcmfdues only. 

^. D.iujtl w.ts leading his Armic againft the enemic *, part therof being 
vvearic ft.iyd behi nd i the other part purfued on , and became maiftcr both of ' 
the field , and of a great bootic \ whcrvpon fomc Hood ftifly , that they that rc- 
niayncd behind, Ihould not /hare with the others in the prey j and at thefirft 
fight they feemed to hauc reafen. For why Ihould they that had taken no pay- 
ne$,nrrrunncanic hazard ,taftethe fruits of others labours? Againc , why 
Ihould they that had bought the vidoric with the price of their bloud , and 
h. 2ard of their life, giuc part of the reward to others; Yet let vs fee , hew holic 
Scriptuiecondcmneth ihc opinion of thefc men, and what D^w/Wi iudgcment 
was in the biifincs , who certainly was a vci y wife n)an. Holic Scripturcdotli 
fofarre diflikc theit doings, that itcalleth them wicked and vniuft dealers. 
And ^4«/f/priMiounced thisfcntcncc vpon them : you deMe ynii4ft(j\ fovctfUiniy 
ik fdft muft bv tqiidi , nfhim thai^ofth fo iht cotttOat , dnd tfhim thdt remdyneih wifh 
iltbd^a^e. Could there be acleercr teftimonicof Religious c^munion? For if 
itholdamongfouldiers,andbc,as ihe Sctipti.rc f^yth, cuerfinceaconftant 
law in militaiic difciplinc, by reafon of the connexion of fellonflnp which 
is in an armic j why lh<juld not the fame law be in force in Rcli-ion , and 
eucrieonebe pan a tr of that which anic one among them hath laboured ? 
For Rdigion is a fpirirual armic; and of thefc fpiritual troupes the true D^M/t/ 
Christ ourSauiouris Gcneialand Leader j heer be none that contend 
that ihcic works be not diuided wiih otli^'rs j rather they defirc it for ihcir 
brethrensgood ( which is charitie) and for their owne : for cueric onefpen- 
diiig himfclf in common , employetli but one man's labour , but cnioyctli ou 
theother /idcihclab< ursofashianicasareof that Religious Order. Whcr- 
vpon S". MdwriMj fajth excellently wtl : The Hrcthrcn iiMift conuerfe toget- ^« 'Wrf<'4i 
thorinloueandioy;and he that workcth, muft fay thus of himthat "i.ayeth: ^^'^'i- 
I ''Uj partaker of the treafnre vv hich my brother getteth, becaufe it is common; " 
And lie that prayeth, muft think with himfdf of him ihatreadeth : Thefiuit " 
v^ hich he reapeih by reading is my gavne. He that waytcth, muft think thus: " 
My fcruice redounds to the benefit of ah for as the parts of a man's bodie are '* 
niaiiic, and yct it is but one bodie , and they help one another , euetie one per- ** 
forming his fcueral office ; as for example: the eye freih for the whole bodie; '' 
the handwotkethfonhcKiUfihcmcmbcisjiht feet, when itgocth,carricth '* 
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, al tl»c otiicr limmcs i fo the Brethren muft ycald fcruicc to one another ajj 
^ he that rcadcih , louc him that praycth , reioycing in it , and thinicinq 'wit'i 
^ himfclf : I le praycth for fuc.Thus faytlii*'. MdCdrius. 

5. Now to what a mafic ofinfinit trcafurc mud it needs amount, ifaltb 
riches of fo great an armic , as ahnofl: al Kchgious Orders arc , be broucfi 
into one hcape ? Prayer , Contemplation , Mortification of our paffioni 



ftrife and viftoric oucr temptations , and an infiuit number of good thoutht,' 
fomc inflamed with chariiic, fomc adorned with humiliiie, an3 other vcrtufj' 
he punilhini; of the bodic by falling , vvatchincj a 
fuffcring of liiucrs incoiumoditics , the performing 
fs-takiiiL^ for thcgood of our neighbour , heat and col 



r vcniif J 
alwliichareimcrnal; (hcpunilhing ofthebodicby falling , vvatchinc and 

other aullcritics i tile fuff'r-* '^" '* " ^* " ' 

iuimbic o/hccs , p.\ynes-taK.inL^ roi cncgoou or our neignoour , heat and coW 
ioui ncy s to and fro , hazard oftimcsof our vcrie life \ what can a man wilh fof 
n))ic,ihen(Itcin;^llil ( if iiebcfocomnundcd) inhis chamber, to bcpariako 
ofai thclaboui<;, which thofc of the fame Order in (o manic parts and pro 
uinccs of the \yoi Id as they arc fprcdjdoevndcrgoe, in preaching, and prayiip 
a;)iihdpin.;ot funics, finally in performing dcuoutly fo manic gooddcrJi' 

01 fiificMn; patiently and courai^iouflyfo manic cuiUrNcithcrcan'a man eafily 
gucllc or declare, in h.>w manic occafions the merits of others in Rcli-»ion 
doafioid vshclp i foriKtcmptation rulli-in vpon vs , they procure armourto 
ddcml vs, ifiluoughinfirmiticwcbefmto waucr , by thcnmcanes ftrcneth 
and conlbncic is afforded vs /if wc be to ask anic thing of God , or toappcate 
before his InlJnitMaicllic vpon other occafions, wc llul not need tofcarcto 
appcaic cmp:icinhisn-hf,becaurewcarcputin fauourwith him, not only 
by our ownc -ood deeds , but by the dcfct ts of others i their influence intocui 
prayers addin;.; grace and weigiit vnto ours. What need I fay more? Our 
coldncs , our faults , and linnes are fo recompenfcd on the other (\Ac with the 
good olhccs (»l t!,cm wich whom we Hue , that he is more plcafcd with thtir 
dune, then prouoked wilh our offences. To which purpofc it is recorded of 
/>> dtan 0,iu ( \vho was one almoft of the firft Fathers of this our Socictic, & 
a very holic man j ihat he was wont to fay,that ascueric bodie rcfufcth acrackl 
gtoat, if iccotnc alone •, but if itbctold-out among two or three thoufaivl 



other necces it pAlIcth current , fo men that arc impcrfc(ft , and haue litlc 
i"cmfclues,that can be pleafuv.. to God, yet bccaufein Religion theycoi.„ 
w.r. nrhcrs thatare peitcd, the riches of the pc.fea fupplyc their Lm 
r. This was giucnvs plainly to vndcrftand, when MrJwn praying 



ifl 
come 



v/itli others ihatare 

and wanr 

for tlic Hue Citcies , God ll»cvv*edhi,nfelf rcadietofj^aVeVhem^ffifJ^for^^^^^^^^^^ 

or ten mft men could haue been fout^d in them. For if by reafon of the necrncs 

vvhich IS betwixt men of the fame towne , the vcrtue of fo few would hauc 

bm, f, bcKficial tofo man.c wicked people , much more by reafon of tk 

V o V^. fuch ,s f arrc greater and neercr in Religion , the vertuc and holincs of 

a m rV ' ":' r "'^ ^'^'^ ?^''" P""''^^^^' ^ ^^^^^J*^ F»'"ilie , or citiic, or 

li c;iir/r' '";'•' ^'"'''r^ 

lu V ovh"' r'"? ""V^a-'^'Vr""'"'^ "'»P » ^'^^ ^m^'^ wherof were 
to lent ; fl •'; ^'^ I ^'' ^fT^ '^l". ''^''^' ''^"'"^ ^^ ''^^ ^1^'iJrcn of IfrsA 
au t v^ ;. ^=1 V^ tochefword by thccncmie. Wherforc ifonenian'. 
J^ulc uaspiciudiaaltofomanie, ihalnot the vertuc and goodna of imnic 

be 
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be able to benefit one man ?fpccially confidcringthc goodnes of God is infi- 
nitly more inclinable to mcrcic then to rigour , and doth more willingly take 
occafion 10 ihcw his bouniic, then to puniih. 

The c'tghtcetith Jhitt : the t^ond of Fow, 

Chap. XXX. 

Nother commoditic is the bond of Vow. A Vow , as the lear- 
ned define it, is a Religious piomifc made to God ficcly of 
our owne accord , of lomc better and more excellent good. 
W h.kh vcriedcfiiiition being common to cueric Vow , Ihew- 
cth t'.ataVow isvcry bcnificial, both inrc-aid the matter of 
it mull be no oidinavic thing, but fomc thing more then c;rdi- 
naiic ', and becaufc it contayiicch a kind of contract betu ixt a foule and God, 
with whofc InfinitiMaicftic to enter coucnant,muft needs be both profitable 
and .glorious. Now among!! alVowcs, theVowcsof Religion without a! 
(]iic(iion hauc the chicfcfl place, and confequcntly bring great profit to our 
ionics. And fiift (as S\l Aom.r^fayth ) whatfoeuer wcdoc by Vcw , is much 
mere meritorious in iifelf, and mote grateful to God , then if wc did the fan»c 
tliidgwithout anic fuchtyc or obligation. For if wcdoc an adcfan inlerii iir 
Vcrtue vpon a highcrmotiuc , or commanded by a higher Vertuc, that ad 
muft needs be higher , and more noble ; as an ad of I uQice or Fortitude , done 
vponmoiiucof CliaritiCjOr commanded by Charitie; and confequcntly the 
Vcrtue of Religion being higher then anic Moral Vertuc, and a Vow being an 
a^t of Religion , whatfoeuer Moral Venue wc cxercifc by obligation of 
Vow, it nmll nccdsbc higher and of greater value , then ifwc did the fame 
out ofthc proper niotiucofthc Moral Venue. S'.c^fM^tt/Zjrt deliuercth the felf- 
faine dodi ine in his Treaiifc of Virginitic , where he fpeaketh thus : Virgi- 
iiitieitfclf is not refpcded , becaufc it is Virginitic , but becaufc it is dedi- 
cated to God; itis kept in the flcdi, yet it isihefpirit of Religion and deuo- 
tion which keens it ; by which mcanes the Virginitic alfo of the bodie is 
fpiritual , whicn pious Continencic doth vowc and keepe. And a litlc 
after: That Continencic is to be reckoned among the goods of the mind 
in a more honourable place , vvhcrin the intcgritic of the bodie is kept, 
vowed and confcciatcd to God the Crcatour of foule and bodie. And 
diis which S. yl$4j<(hri fiyth of Continencic, may be fayd of al other 
Venues j as that the works of Obedience , Humiliiic , Temperance , and 
others ennobled by Rcligion,anddoncby obligation of Vow, arc much more 
rich and pretious. 

i. An other reafon is , becaufc cueric good thing is alwayes better , by 
puttiiv^ an other good thing to it. Now theverie promifc of a good thing, 
)i good ; as wc may Ccc by that which hapneih dayly among men. For 
vn!t (lea bodie be a vcrie clovvnc, he mufl needs loue and thank a nun not 
<>''y tut doing, but for pcomiiing a good turn j and confequcntly it is bctci; 
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andmorcgratfultoGod to vowca thing and doe it, then to doe it only. Bcfi. 
des a work offered by Vow, is incredibly much better then the fame work 
offered by iifclf , bccaufc by Vow wcdoe not only offer the work or aft, but 
ihc'powcr, which is our wil and fccedome, renouncing it wholy and difj. 
bling our fclucs from not willing, or not doing it cucr after. To which purpofe 
S. tJnfelmt s. jinfilmt brings a knowne Similitude of one that giucs away not only the 
lib. sm t. j-^^,jj ^ j,m jI^j jjpg iffgif^ And y. Bonaueuturt fayth thus : Afts of Venue maybe 
done cither out of our mccre free wil , and fo they haueonly the pcrfcftion 
whichisinthcvertucsthcmfelucsiot bcfides our wil, wc may addc the obli- 
" gationof Vow.&ihisbringctliwiihittheperfcdioofaStatCjbecaufenoman 
•• can be in (late oF perfection , that rctayncihfrccdomc of doing , or not doing, 
»' Now the ncccfTuic which aStatc doth bring, is fofarrc from diminidiing Per. 
" fcction,ihat it doth wonderfully encreafe and perfeditibecaufe of a temporal 
" tijing, it maketh it tobe eternal, & of ours, Diuine, dedicating not only the 
•' a6ion jbiit the wil to God, and offering it fully and wholyvnio him, fltync 
" in amofl noble Sacrifice; which Wil being agood incftimable, fo nccicto 
*> man and fo dccrc , that in regard of it he contemneth al other things . the 
»' guift therof mull needs be moft acceptable, and moft plcafingto God. Wlicrc- 
» fore as he tliat hath both vfc and poHeflion of anie thing , doth polTcfTe that B 
• » thingmorcpcrfe<5lly,thenhcthathaththcbare vfcof if, fohcthatoffcrcihto 
» God not his work only , but his free wil , doth giue himfclf more pcrfcAly 
' vntohim. T\m<i (ay thS,Bon4ueniure, 

5. Another thing of great confideration is, that wheras the chicfeft com- 
mendation of our works dcpendeth of our wil, as of the root from whence 
tljcy fpring, the belter our wil is , the better alfo arc our works , and the 
more commendable. And doubiles among manie qualities of a good wil,iti» 
none of the Icaf> ,thatitbefirme,fetled,conftant, and perpetual, and fane 
I- from that whicliholic Scripture finds fault with, faying-, ThefloHihlnlm*nwl, 
*• And wilntt. InfoMuich that ^n^etU was alfo of opinion , that Vertue muft 
wor kc firmcly , and immouably , as he fpeakcth ; and we may gather it to be 
Ihtytlut fojbyihecontraric. Forasitisil,todoceuiloutoffrayltie,oroutofweakne5 
ofiudgement jbutmuch worfe , to do it out of a perucrfc obftinate wil of 
committing finne , and perfifting in it : fo al ads of Venue are good and 
laudable, but certainly they arc without comparifon better , which are done 
with a more deliberate and fctled refolution j and as they that arc fo malicioufly 
cuil, are like tot he Diucl, and the damned with him, who con not bcwonne 
from their pcruerfenes : fo the others are like the Blciled in heauen , whofc wil 
is (o ty ed to that which is good , that it can neuer dcparte from it. 

4. And what meanes is thereto fettle and tyc our wil, but by afirmeand 
folcrnnc proniife, which may laft for cuer? For there be bonds to bind the 
bodie; and bonds to bind the foiilc, but with thisdiffcrencc, that our bodies 
mav be boujul whether wc wil or no , and by the li ke violence the bonds may 
bcknockt-ofagaine; our mind and foule cannot be bound , vnleffeit bind 
jtfclfi and hauingbound itfelf , it is neither in ourownc , noi in anic hun»ane 
power to vnbind it. 

5. A nd the grcatncs of this benefit wil be the moreeuident , if we con/id« 
cjHliconclide,ourowneinfiimitic, ficonthcothcrfidctheboldobflinacicof 

the 
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the Diuelin oppugning vs , both in their kind being very great. Wherefore 
ther can not poffibly be a more nccclliiric dcfciwjc then a Vow and promife j in 
regard our fray life is thereby, ftrengthncd , and his attempts barred. For as 
fuiters , when they fecthatthe maydc, whom they made louc to, is married 
to an other , turne their thoughts another way^j fo whco our ghodlic enemies 
fee vsefpoufcd to God, they loefctJieir hopcx)f intangling vs againc in carihlic 
tilings*, and therefore leauc to follicitc vs i lead to their owiic greater tor- 
ment they cncreafc our crownc* And what could be more fie to hold our wil 
faft and flcadic (it being naturally fo frayleand flipperic ) then the obliga- 
lionofVow ? Foritdoth not perfwadcor nioue vsonly , but itforceth vs; 
as5,3i?/«4r</doth infinuatc in thefc words: A happieneceflttle, whicli,.as a 
holic man fayth ,fcrceth to thebetter. The holie man, whofc name S, fier- 
»4n/conccalcth, is 5". ^u^uftin. For in his Epiftk to ^Armtntarius he fpeakcth 
thus : D »c not repent thee that thou haft vowed ; rather be glad that now 
thou canft.not doc that, which before thou couldft to thy ioffc. Set vpon 
itihcrcfotc with vndantcd courage j and by thy deeds .make tl)y words 
good. He wiia0ift, who dclircihour vov\cj. Itisahappieneceflitic^ whicii 
forccth tpiliobtticr. Wherefore as wc tyc vines and tender fprigsto ftron<; 
flakes in the ground, to hold thcinvprightjfo if men did know, how weak 
and vnconilant ihcy aic by nature, they would cafily fee, that nothing can 
he more for thcic foule* laluation , then to faften to God this wil of theirs 
fakay]candpli.iblc,and fettle it by pronufc of Vow perpetually in his fcr- 
uicc. Wc rcade in Genefis , that I fade was bound when he was to. be facri- 
ficcdi anddoubtles he was willing to if, othcrwifc it could not iiauc been 
done , his father being an old man , and Ifdttc in the prime of his youth and 
ilrengcb. Wherefore fcing he was fo willing, as his confenting thcrvnto 
doth leftifyc ; what was the reafon , why the father, thought it fit tabind the 
R)nne,or lilt fonnc would hauchimfolf bound ? Doubiles to ihcendhisgood 
,yvil being bound in the fame bonds his handfrwerov-it might not aftcrwaik! 
withdraw Jifclf vpon anie trouble orchancc that mii^ht liappen. Wlicrcfotc 
it was notour of fcarc , but out of courage i neither w^s his wil ihcieforc 
tiic colder, but the more conilant , and. fo .very rcfoluic , as to prouide 
that he might cuor hauc the fame wil , and ncuet be able. to contra- 
fie it, :- . . .. ,, .,• 

6. In like manner in eiieric Common^wealth there be lawcs to .kcf pc 
men in order, and in fomc fpccial cafes of greater confc<jucnce*hey cx.itft 
anoaih ; as when they leauic fouldiers , make Officers ,. marric , or ireatc 
anDngthcmfelucsalmoftofanic other bufincs of moment, for buying, and- 
fcllin;j;, and the hkc, it is the praftifc of al nations to concJude it by fomc 
forme of oath } making account that by this meanes they prouide fpffi-- 
cicntly for their ownc-and others confhncie and aniiranco.; y«t thofe arc 
but natural andhumano thini;! ^ whkh Nature itfelf ha»h ftccn^rh enwH^^i- 
to compqllb, and (he Diucl doth not rtiuch bu(id' himfelf in oppWing tWm. 
Much more necclkric therefore and bchooffularo the be nds wo fpcakc of, 
as in matters fofarrc«boucojiir natural abiiitie, that it is wonderful hard to 
goetorward with ihcm, wonderful caficto*fayleand giue back •, fo. that- wo 
iiauc gre|t reafon to fay with the Prophet />4«/</ ; I /v/<f f^vrne and itftlutJ 
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to k<ttft tie md^rmtntt tf thy Inflict. 

7. Morcoucrbv this chancl, as I may cal It, of the Vowcf , Grace doi& 
flow more plcniiml into our foulcs : both bccaufc our fo liberal offer doch 
llirrc vp God to be more liberal towards vs , and becaufc, as a vcfTcl that it 
pluni;cd ouct head and cares in water , fo ourfoulc thus plunged , as I nu* 
fay , in that infinite Goodnes , and fo ncerely linked to it, muft needs £ 
icpleniiiicd withal kinds of heaucnlic guifts; and finally becaufc , being by 
Vow rcgiftrcd and inrolled among the goods and poflcflTions of God ^ whatli 
bcftawcthvponvs.hcbeftowethinamanncr vpoii himfclf, which doubtlcf 
makes himthcficcr in his t'uifts. 

8. Due to cft.ibliihthis dodrinc of the benefit of Vowcsvncontroulablf ' 
mir- f ''' ^^^ '""^ ^'^^^ '^^'*y ^^•«"'^°"'^ of fome ignorant people , who think th«i 
a-'^' more ^°^^ "'^^''^ ^'°"^ ihedignitic and worth of a ^ood dcedibecaufeif athingbc 
voiuntaric; ^^^^ without Vow , it is voluntarily done ; if by Vow , it is nccefarie. B«t 

they miflakc the name of ncccflitic •, and doe not reflect , that there is a n^ 

tuial neccditic , and a voluntaric neceflitic : natural necefliiic barrethfrw. 

dome and powcrto choofc, fuch as is in a ftone,or in a bead ; and nothing 

which is done after this manner » candeferuc reward or commendation; the 

fame is , when by outward violence a man is compelled to doc anic thine. 

But the ncccflitic which arifcth of an obligation voluntarily vndcrponf 

doth not Icfllnihc merit of the work, but encrcafc it ; for both the work 

is voluntaric , and alfo the obligation , being entred and continued vpon 1 

fet wil and purpofe. What flial vvc fay then , if a man repent him of his 

Vow ; and be vn willing to performeit? In this cafe, the diftin^ion which 

S, rhom,u giueth , muft take place ; to wit, tliat the matter of the Vow mw 

'». be diftaftcful to v$ , and yet the Vow plcafc vs j as if a man haue madei 

vow that he wil fall ; and fafting begins to be troublefomc and irkforoe 

vnto him. and confequently he fafts vnwillingly and with trouble of mind} 

and yet becaufc iiis vow binds him , he wil faft \ this is enough not only 

to make that he doc not finnc j but merit more then if he faftcd witlw 

S.xJnf,lmt out vow. Which S, ^nfthne doth illuftratc with this example : Oftimfl 

/.i.Siw/. (fayih he ) wc fee . that if a mai> be to be CMC , he wil haue himfelf firft 

-botind . and proteftslbcfids , that he wil not be vnbound , thouch he 

" fliould dcfitc it , whcrelorc if it i.anpen afterwards , that ouercome vviih 

" paync he cryc out to be vnbound the Chyrurgian goeih on , til the 

•• cure be done , and then the Patient himfclf is glad , that they did not eioe 

'• care vnto hun , and his cutting cures him , though he u as then vnU 

'' Img to abide it i but indeed when he cryed out , he repined not attk 

"cure, but at the lha.pnes therof. In like manner, when a man in the 

•• beg.nnmg doth wilhngly put his neck vnder the yoak of Rclicion . tod 

»>v.i be vndcr another to be cured by him . if afterwards he meetc with 

anie thing Aom which his wiJ hath auccfion , he abides it . becaufc he ii 

•• bound 1 and that verie medicine doth him good , though it betaken with 

:: """L , S^?^ * V^'' ' »"'^. «f ?•"« him health, which he would haue rcfufed, 

.c had been free ; and wjien h.s fickacs is gone, he is glad he could doe 

other. Thus fay til S, ydnftUnt. ^ 
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9. Where* 



o.. wherefore feing / as I haue flicwed ) there cannot be a ftrcightcr 
bond to tyc vs to God , then the bond of Vow , wc may cafily difcoucr, 
how manic commodities doc accrue vnto vs out of it , both in regard it 
binds vs to be conftant , and ncuer at no time , nor- for no temptation , 
CO flinch away from him ; and becaufc it cannot be , but;'that wc ihould 
rcccauc from God inanie other vnfpeakable bcnefiti , by rcafon of fo 
jjecre connexion witi\ him. For , as if a man be bound to a poftc, the 
poftc is alfo bound to him , fo he that binds himfclf to God , obligeth in 
a manner God to himfclf, and ( as I fayd ) al his goods and heaucnlic 
treafurcs , with him. So that wc may iuftly make account , that this is 
one of the fpccial fountaines of Grace , v^hich wc haue in Religion, 
whereby manic other fpiritual guifts arc dcriued vnto vs •, light to vn- 
dcrftand , feruour to embrace , ftrength to execute that which is good, 
and finally abilitie to runnc in the way of God with iay and gladncs of 
halt, which muft needs redound vnto vs from the fdthtr of lights , the 
leather ofalconfoUtion , being bound to him, and he to vs , with that rr//^ff 
corJe , vphich is not e*fi\y broken, 

10. Wherefore with great rcafon doth the Holie-Ghoft exhort and 
inuite vs , willingly to put ouifclues into thcfc bonds of wifcdomc in 
tlicfc words : Vut thv foot into the shscl^ies therof, dnd thj nech^ into the collar ; it(l.6.ts. 
fioofe thy shouUer dnd Cdrrie if , dnd be not Wedrie in the bonds therof, M.ippic 
chayncs , and bonds to be wilhed , which therefore holie Scripture tear- 
meth, not chayncs, but collars or necklaces , adorning rather then bin- 
ding the neck ; for they arc not of iron , hard , and feruil , but of gold , 
noble , and plcafing j not butthening , but honouring him that bc.uctU 
ihcm i Hot barring, but rather enlarging and eftablifliing out frcedcmc. 

The nineteefith frmt : A fafe and 
quiet death. 

Chap. XXXI. 

H E benefits, of which wc haue hitherto fpoken, arc very 
great ; yet what would they al auaylc vs , if our life ful 
fraui;ht with vcituc and heaucnlic guifts , as a fliip laden 
with rich marchandifc , fliould at the howrc of death , as 
it were , in tlic mouth of the hauen , fuffer fliipwrack ? 
Whciforc to niake al things fure and cuerlafting , Reli- 
gious people haue this piiuilcdgc among the reft , that they are armed for 
death , will! manic fpccial helps and comforts , which is worthily to be rec k v 
ncd among the greatcft commodities it hath, 

2. Three things arc dreadful at the howrc of death. For firft , death 
itfeJf is mightily diftaftful , and (as the Wife-man fayth) dmr i yea, 
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tlicon Icmcnioric ihcrof is very grctUous -, fccoiwlly it is dangcroui , in re, 
gard tl.c Diudl is then moft bulie and vioiciu in tempting v$ , and fotm, 
dcih a nua oil ciicric (idc j thirdly it is tlic more icriiblc, in regard ofth« 
dicadt'ui do.iinc that followcsj which (as 5". Grfiprie fpcakcth-) the nttmvt 
Joe /{? 4 nu/i/;er touch it , the More yve ftMre it. Religion takes away ai thefe 
thing'; , am! i^iucs vs picafurc , indeed of bitterncs ; fccuriiic, in ftccd of 
danger i alluicd hope , in ftced of'cxccfliuc fcaic. And if wc doc but con. 
filler whiv plleih erdinaiily among men, we ihai fee it eiudcntly to be foi. 
Tor that which is Wont to l^ieeuc men moft ai tliat lime , is to Icaue tlicif 
wealth , honoiu', plcafurcs , commodities , their wife and ciiildrcn , their 
brethren a;id ktasfclk , and tlicit dcarelt fiienJs j finally foule and bodie 
mud paitc, hauin^4 lined fo long and Co louingly cogeatha. In Rehgion 
alinjlt noncof al this h tote found. For when they forfookc the world; 
they left al ouiward things, wealth, and honour , and al carnal [jro|>in(]ui!iej 
To iliat they arc in a niioner tlic onlic men that arc whoiy free from thii 
manifuKl vexation , which doth fo trouble wordlic people, Tmy grieae 
notlorlolkof'.ichcsitlicloathncs of leauin;^ their children vndcr age,dbth 
n )i1ic hcauic vpon them, nor t!ic cate of their future nclfarc ; they aic 
not troubled how to make tlitir wil , or difpofc of their families , or pre- 
ncntloircs , wl.ich oftimjs bcfil houfc-kcepcrs. Which happines of Reli- 
gi«,us people, i. iv/;/; Ch^yl'/Jum Joch curioully ferfotth in a certain Homi- 
lie, whcrin l.c wriccih manic other things alio in com;ncndati<jn i^f ihlr 
courfc : It i-. very true cTayih he) that they dye amom; then, for their boditi 
a-e not immoital ; but they doe not make account , tha: dcaih is death, 
, Tiicy fingHymnci when anit doc dcpaite; and they talitnot a bur) al, but 
, apom;'C,orprocc(rion,andarending ofonc of their cr-mpaniebefcreihcnt; 
, yea ihcy dare not fay, the man i^ dead, butconfummatc. Thertft re they giuc 
, thanks , ami ;:lorie, andrcioycc, cuericbneddiringihc like paHagc , to Icaue 
, (hchciiin t'lciamc manner, to reft ftonuhcir labour and toilc , to rceChrift, 
, And ulicii ihcy aVe/ick. their wife doth n6t Ibmd by , with her hayrcin 
hcrc\cs,iu.itiicirHac children lanKntirvg t-.c want which thcyliial (hortly 
, hod ot cheir patents ; nor their feruants v/eaiying them at the lall gafp 
wnh thcjr vn:i.nclie requefts , to Icaue them cojmncndcd to fome bodie 
. after death ; but tree from al thcfc nibbcs, their foule is wholybcntvpon 
, this one ihou-.a , i.ow it may giue-vp the Jail bicith to God , in etcat« 
grace. ' ^ 

z. Tfiis tliercforc , if we wll bcleeuc S. Chr^f4..mt , is to be reckoned ' 
among the fiui;s of kaufng al in time with ioy and merit, iha^ at ihelall 
mwer they may not torment and vcxc vs . whrn els of neceflltic wc mufl 
• 7 ' „" ,! ^"^ ""' t''^' giief and no merit. W hcrefore if anic thii>gcan 
tr .ub;. Rchg.ous people at that home , n is the lode of their life. But of 
tins lollc ,..r> . ihcy haue but lirlc feeling ; for Religion dothVo accuftomc 
tne mi ul t Hcaiic :hebod.c, th .1 cuen whilcir isin the bodie, It Isfor theiwll 
paitoiirotic,bui.c„uhclcueofGod,&thedefircofheaftenlicthin7S.Fora$ 
'/^•t.:-un.i;ciiK,wrtIuci<iqcr to carnal pleafure,orthecarc of anic'lvorKllic 
_ J J K>, ;.rictiicir in lids To carried away vponrirc.iV,tliat iheyfccnie tobefct 
'■^.ti.n.,,-..^,c.::;t,a.Imaytcarmc it,ofwhichth. ' '• 
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CO ntrari wife, they that liucch aft and intire, and curbpthc flcfli ,and bring it 
vndcr, and withal bufic their mind in hoJic cxcrcifcs , and fettle it vpon fpiii* 
iualthings,atcnot much molefted by the corruption of the bodie, but rather 
as 5". V4ul /peakcth , their conutrfnii^ii is fHhtduen \ And ^onfcqucntly death ^^"' ' *'*' 
being nothing but a feparation of the bodie from the foulq ( yvhicb Kcli-'ious 
people doe pra<ftifcal their life } they arc not to begin to dye, vyhen the fouic 
is departing, but they went about it long before, and ^vcrc.Uwaycs dyiiigiby 
which meancs they are not troubled at'thc time of death , as if. they were to 
abide fonjc hard and vnwonted thin<',. It helpcihalfojthat they parte not with 
a life, that hath manic things to hold them with delight in it { aiiidi h one 
ofthechicfeflcaufes, why people loue this life j buirathcralirc,vvhcrin they 
filler manic incommoditicsby poucrtie, watching, and payn»s-iakin. nmch 
mortification of their fenfesand wiI,whicharea$fo manic fpurrcicjuiclcning 
our fjules to defire more ardently eternal reft.and more checi fully to embrace 
it,wJicn it is at hand. Bcfidcs,thcy come not fudJcnIy and vnprouidcd to that 
houre i bur they both forcfaw dayly ,th.it it might happen , by rcafon of the ^mcms IImi.'s 
common frayltie of our nature , and wilhcd day'iy lor it, bccaufc ihcy defire to TifcVsT' * 
appeaieinihc fight of God, and their whole life isbutoncgood picparation ^'^ 't"i"il 
for death , as a certain Francircan-I-riarfaydtruly of latcyeares in the Indies. '-'^'^''•^^"''' 
For aOechchad long laboured in thofc countries very payuefuliy, ficknini'* '""' '*''''''' 
and being aduifcd by the Phyfitians to prepare him elf for death , hi 
fpakeihus : I haiicdonrnot'i ing cJ(c al the while, 1 haue worne tJu* liabir 
butprepaied m)fclf for tliis pallage. The fame al Rtli..ious people doe ; f.r " 
fhe State itfelf doth diiec'l them to doe nootlKr,but,ai our Loidconmiaded " 
txpifi hn ctnur. mih iien U^tes syri , ami bHrnm; / (;'.m ,„ their hands ; which " 
S Grf^eonf mLcrpreteth to be rV/w/c , and continual praaife of ?Ww-r^v c"/''/^' 
bothuhicharc p.incipally found in Religion. , /n'llT' 

V Now as for the allaults and temptations of the Diuel, wherewith ^ '" ""''^* 
tucrie bodic is troubled at l.is death , ihus much wc may truly fay that '^'>';;'''»^ 
If there be anic m.;n ihat is not troublcdat al or very Jitle with them T'l'lclVcc 
anic man that doth refift them and oucrcomc them' it is a Reli- i. us ,'"''"'''" 
man. For iirft it bclongcth to the goodnes of God. not to ieaue him at tl.c'flrc 
lus deaths vpoji whom in his iife><imc he heaped fo manic i;ieat i»uifi.s^^<'''^'-h. ' 
and graces •, fomcwhat alfo it belongrtk to .his lufticc , to 'defend and 
protea him , that , during life , forued Jiim . and fought for his honour. 
Wherefore wc ought not to doubt , but that he. that is- our ilrcogth and 
itabihiie , Wll aOiU vs moft of al in that dangerous and fcatcful combat, 
and m t»mcof need enlighten our vi>deiftandii^g , artd ^iue vs couracc 
wipe away al firarci and teach oilr hands and fin-ars to wage warrc,coiiw 
paHe ys round , and couer vs with the fliield .of his. good pleafuic' and 

with inward comforts niengihea our mind , and fil it, with alliiredJwpc ' 

J>t eternal faluation •, which being fo , what crowncs and kingdomcscan 
"«^ compared with this benefit r And no mah cai> think, but. that it-niiift 
me(.5 be wcl beftowed , not only that he forfo(»k this ©nc u otld , but if 
t icre were infinit worlds to leauc , that he alone had 'left them al- to 
lie c„d that in fueh a fcarcful pail^ge , he might Iwuc fuch allured com. • 
^ou and defence. ' : • . , 
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4. To this wc may addc the comfort which cucric one rcccauetb br 
the affiftance of his Brcthcrcn , their exhorcations , counfcl , and conii. 
nual prayers i which ahvaycs , but chiefly at the point of death , arc very 
powerful to encourage vs , and to abate the fierce afTaults of the enemie. 
We Icarnc this by example of a yong man , called TheoJtn, of whom J. 
Gregmt rclatcth,that hauing liucd in his Monaftcrie fomewhat wantonly^ 
like a boy , he fcl fick , and was brought tu the laft cafl \ and whiJe 
diucrs of the Monks ftood by , praying for him , he began tocrye out, 
as if he were dcfpcratc , to get them gone. For he was ( as he fayd) 
dcliucrcd to a dragon , to be dcuoured by him •, and their being prefcn^ 
hindrcd liitn.Whervpon they fel prefently vpon their knees, and prayci 
more carncftly for him; and foonc after the fick man now quiet, and chcar, 
ful , affirmed that the Diuel was gone , vancjuiHied and put to flight by 
ihcii players. 

5. The like paffa^c , though fomewhat more feareful , is recorded 
of Cum Lord of TiUlburch ; who after he had fpent in the world almoft 
fourtie ycares , liuing for the moft part after a wotldlie fafhion , betook 
himfcif to Religion j where when he had liued fome three ycares, he made 
.1 happic end. At which time the DiucI , by the mouth of a woman, 
whom Ik had poflclfcd , told that he and fifteen thoufand more of hi$ 
cruc (for fo manie he fayd they were ) came to this Cunt's Cclle , whcnhc 
lay a-dying; but could not hurt him , nor fo much as come neer him, by 
reafon of the lowde cryes of thofe bald-crowned felIowes,tiiat^ flood by bii 
bed- fide ( for fo the enemie of God tearmcd God's fcruants and their 
pi.iyers in fcornc ) And he complayned further , that God had done him 
great iiiiurie, in re;^aid tliat wheras Cuno had fcrued the Diuels fourtie 
ycares , nnd God but three , yet he fparcd him from the paynes of iicl, 
and carried iiim to Hcaucn, Whereby wc may plainly lee the force of 
Religion, 

6. It rcmayneth that we fpeakc of the hopcof faluntion , which 1 
fayd was in Religion very aflurcd. Two things caufc this afliirance in a 
Religious man : fit ft, not to be guiltie in his confcicncc of anie gricuous 
finne •, fccondly , ihc memorie of the abundance of good deeds of his 
former life i both.which cannot faylc in a Religious courfe. For wcarc 
not hccr troubled with marchants accounts , nor with obfcuic and ambi- 
guous formes of coniieyanccs , nor with worldlie ambition , nor fuch like 
occafions offinmng: On the other fide, wc haue much matter of patience, 
and continual occafion of pra^ifing other vertues, wherof I hauc fpokcn . 
at lar^'c before. Wherefore S. Ihermt fayth excellently wel to this pur- 
pofc , writing to Julun , and exhorting him to Religion in thefc words: 
Happie is the man and worthic of al blelfcdnes, whom old age dothoucr- 
. take feruin- Chrifl; , whom the laft day flial find fighting vndcr our Sa- 
uiour , who s!,4l not l/e confoHHticd when hi shA fpt^kt t$ his entmtts in 
tht ^4it , to whom in the entrance of Paradifc it flial be fayd : rhou h4 
YUUHtd ,1 tlnn.t in iby life , hnt n$w reioyct heer, S. Bernanl alfo prcflfnf 
Komsnus to breakc with the world , followeth the fame ftiaync. The iuft 
man alfo ( fayth he ) dyeih ,yct'/ccurely j his death bcin^. a pallagc from 
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this prcfent life , and an entrance into a better life. It is a good dc^thAo 
dye to finne , that thou mavft hue to lufticc. This death inuft nectfiHrily 
goe before , that a fccurc death may folloVv, Wliifc ttiou liucft in flcfli, 
^yc to the world j tliat after the death of the flclli , thou mayft begin to " 
iiue to God. And againe in another place : O fccurc life , where thcic ') . . .. 
is a pure confciencc J O fccurc life , I fay , wiicrc wc may abide death * *"' '"^"' 
without feare , yea dcfirc it wiil> picafurc , and welcome it with dc- [] 
uotion ! 

^. Wherefore mc thinks , wc may with reafon vndciftand that " 
voyce, which 5". /•/.« heardinthe Apocalyps, chiefly of Rcii^^ious [Koplc: ^*oc.,4.,, 
VUffcJ m the dead , who dyt in tur Lord j becaufe ( as S, U.; .x.a difcour- S. Btrtuirt 
fcth ) 7*Uvtjrs djt for tuf Lord , Corifvfjours dye in our Lun!. 1 ^i us he ihat ^f' '»»• 
uas neucr at Rome, caiuiot dye at Rome •, fo he that liucd ivx in God» 
camioc dye in God , and on the other fide , he that while he liucd was friends 
with God , ihal alfo tlyc in God. And who liucth more in God, then he that 
ha:h nothing elfc on earth toliue in ? And it followeth confequcntly,that 
tht'^r M'otlys follow tl.r.n , and remaync not behind tiiem in earth , as the 
works of Secular people , that hauc fpent their life hi earthlic labour. 
And dotjbtlcs it mult needs be an vnfpeakable benefit, to be able at a time, 
ivlitn euciic bodiedsisin fuch feareful danger, and with feare and trem- 
bling cxpcdeth his ludgcanddoome,to lookedcathin the face , not only 
without feare, but w ith ioyful eyes.and a mind chearful and confident , as if 
they heard a voy CO iuui.ii.^^ihcui as work-men tortcuue their hirt^ot ^s good 
and faithful fci na us ,io i„;tr tnh tht toy of ihtir Lsrd , or as a Bride inuitcd 
to the bed of tliL In iutgroomc in ihcfc words : l{ift , w'-^^e hMJie { my helcued ) Cdnt. 4, j. 
(omeftotn Lbanui \iUti sl:>ilt he crowned. For thus they arecallcd from Ltbdnus^ 
that is, fiom tiie Mountain of perfc^ion, in which they liued , to acrownc 
aiifwerabk- to fo groat perfc^ion. 

«. This is thecaufe, why a certain Francifcan-Friar,burning with cxcefllue Mcmora- 
paync of his whole bcdic, found nobeiiereafeof his pay ne, then himfelfto blctxaplci 
ling Diuine pray fes, and tohcarc others fing them; and being reprehended *^f ''Wc 
therefore by Fiiar lltUds faying : that it might befeeme him better to beftow *^**^'"' 
that laft houre in tearcs and pennance, anfwered, that he could notdoe other- 
Wife, bccaufche knew he wasftiorily to be with God, 

9. S, Gti^fme ao hi* Dialogues rclateth manie examples of this nature j f.Cng 4.' 
but that which he tellcth of one .^/ironir,aMonkof his owneMonafterie , is ''"*^ <• ^7* 
picafant toheare. This Entente had warning in his flcepc to prepare himfcif 
to dye j but out of his humilitie anfwcring, that he was not prouidcd for the 
iourney , it was told him av;aine , that if it were his finnes that he mifdoubtcd, 
he fliould not need to feare, becaufe ilicywcreforgiuen. But yet IK it;l fearing 
aiid quakinp:,ihcnfxt night he heard ilu fame voice, and the fimc warning 
\va- giuen him. Fiuc daycs after , he fel into a feauer i and dying in the 
midft of his Brethren » with aflured hope ofctcrnalfaluationt went ioy fully 
torcccaueit, 

10. He wtitcth of another called TdtrnUs ; a man very fcrucnt anti 
deuout ; who on a time faw, as if a white crow had come from heauen , an J 
reHcd yponhis head. Pccfcntly after he fickucd, and with great chcarfulncs 

V 4 guic vp 



itfo 



OF THE HAPI* IV B S 



ciUf vp his foulc CO God. Some fourteen ycarca after , they chanced to 
Sii; neerc his graue , tnd there came forth fuch a fragrant fmel out of it,as if it 

* had been ful of fwcet fpiccs and flowers. This and much more wc hauc b^ 
relation of S. Grtgotie, 

S. fij'tlA* . II. It I's recounted o{ S.WcoUs Toleniltt.ts , that nx wholt moneihi 

joUmn. if before his death , he heard cucric night a litlc before Maiini , a moft dc, 

licatc confort of Angd* finj^in;^ , and giuing him as it were a tafteoftht 

life to coiuc. How ardently tiicn may wc think he did dcfuc that lifij^ 

to the plcafin-ei wherof he was Co pleafantly inuiied ? He hrmfelf can td 

vs i (oi he had often in his mouth tiiat faying of the Apoftlc : / com tt 

M. I. IS. he (i-lj liicJ . dnJ to be Wi'h Chri(}. And at the inftant of his death , ha 

be \zu to cxpt cilc In his voice And fpcccli , grent loy and gladnes •, and hit 

Brethren , that were i)rercnt , asking him the caufc of that vnwon« 

ted ioy , he anfwcred , as if lie weic amazed and fcarcc prefcni w 

„ hiinfclf : My Lord I e s v s C H a i s t leaning vpon his bided 

„ M ihcr, and our Father ^', ^ngtt(ini fiyth vnto me : Welf4>e tke^gmdMi 

„ f^iiHh'. fttuAnt , cnitr into tit toj of i!ty Unl \ w ith which words he gauc vp 

„ the ghr-{>. ' ' 

tst^'nAVvj. u. (irnnJdus , one of f. Dimin:if(i fchollars , hauing warning toprc'. 
prrc himfdf to the Inll couibat witli the Diucl by Hxtrttnt-yn^lhn , a it 
" i5 the vfc among Cl.rillians , anfwere<l thus : I fc.irc not this combat jra. 
" thcc I wAvte for it with ioy i for long agoe did the Mefhtr cf wcrt/f anoint 
♦' mc , in whom ! iiauc great confidence , and to whom 1 dcfirc to goe. 
Now that hcfayrh, he was anointed before by our Blellcd Ladic, ithapnd 
tlius : Manic yc.ircs before being very fick ^ the ()urene of hcauen appca. 
red one ni-ht vntohim, while lie was awake, with two otlier Vir^injin 
her companie i and coming to l)im,annoynrcd his eyes, his cares, his Jipj, 
and his hands, with an oinrmcnt which jljc broughr, and with her ov\ni 
hjnd as he l.iy, and alfo his fecte in preparation of the Ghofpel, as (he fayd, 
pray in;^ as it were out of a book," 
^ilh'.^lun if. The like fauour iht fliewedtb .AJufyhin a Francifcan-Friar, who 

f('r:;oing ihcPrinccdome of ^//.i/u , lead an humble life in that holicFai 
milic ; and coming to dye , this vniuerfal Paironcifc and Mother of al Re- 
ligious people, came vnto him, accompanied with infinit troupes of An^ 
gels •, and findingliim ft arful,encouragcd him in this manner : Sonne , Avhai 
^, do(^ thou feate ? or why art thou troubled at the coming of death v Con« 
„ boldly ; becaufc my Sonne, whom thou haft fcrocd fayiltfully , wil gj« 
,> thee a crownc of glorie. 
'J.irrrtitd H' ^^ fee alfo what S. Jicrndrti fayth of his brother Ofr^riJ, who it 

J id.inci'. midnieht , and almofl at his laft breath , brake forth in thcfc words of 
" the Pulme : Prayfc God from hcauen , prayfe God on high. It Wmi thert, 
" o IJrothcr( fiyth Si Bernard ) day withtheti" , at midnight •, and night w»« 
" Kghincd as the day. I was called to this miracle , to behold a dying nn" 

• jreioycin4,and bragging oucr death: Death where is thy vidorfe ? Death 
" \\ here is thy Ain^ Tit is now no (ling , but a gladnctf , novV JJ man dycth 
•' fingiog , and fingeiJi dying. 
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15. And the like examples of fuch as dye moll tjuiet and fwcet deaths, 
and Willi much cxprcHi )nofcxcefliueioy, cuen in the flower of their youth, 
ulicn life is fwcctcil,happcn dayly without number in al Kelu^ious Ordcis. 
Truly in ours.thau^h it be the lalt, and the leaf!, partly I myfclf hauc feen 
maiiic.and pai tly hauc had by relation of others, that hauc feen them \ as of 
onc,wl»o being told that he was to lookelhortlyfor death, did forveiie ioy 
embrace him thrice that told him of ic. Another hauing had the like mclFagc, 
Jid what he could to fin^ the Hy nine /'f^f«/w,vvith great (l^ncsof ioy.thoiigh 
Iiis voice and (hcni;rh werealmoft quite fpcnt. Another,w)ien he was giuing 
vpihcgljoll,hcganto/in'',that veifcof thePfalme: / haue reioyceJ m the\htn^i 
tbjit hjHt IfWi fayd vnto mr ;wf ilul ^oe ini» the houfe of 9ur Urd. I might relate 
manie mote, but becaufc I wil not be tedious,! vviJ content myfclf v\uh one. 

16. VV///4W Lllmfltn , borne in Scotland , of good exiraai<m , rare 
for vcrtuc and wit , was admitted into our Societic, a vcrie yoi.ih. Not a ful 
nuiiCiij after, he fcl into a burning fcauer , which brought death into his 
face, but yet was alwaycs wonderful chcarFul, and (lieu cd it inhisfpcachcs 
ajidountcnancc, and in whatfoeuer he did, thinking he could ncut: 'hank 
Coden.»u'Ii,tliat he dyciiiu Religion. When he began to draw on. his Btc- 
ihicnflickcd into the roomewhcic he lay, and fcin^4 them he crytdout:0 
cUious death attended by fo manic Angels ! And cxprcfling exceeding ioy, 
he fjvd further ; Docyou notftc.docyou not fee the Angels? And calliin; 
vpod. is good Angel, he fpake with liim for a while, as if he had beheld hiiu 
witli his eyes-; and related, that he told"him, he (liould pallc through Purga- 
t.Hic.but not iUy long there. Whervpon one asked him , in wiiai fliape lie 
fawhis Angel , and he pointed at a youth that ftood by, and fayd : He was 
like hitn. Soonc after, his foulc was Co ouerioyed , that his bodie did as it were 
Ieapcvponthebcd,ashelay, vveakned,as he was, with adeadlie fivkncj;, to 
thcgreat admiration of tlic ihndcrs by , who had neuer feen the like j and tur» 
ning his eyes back to the beds head, with chearful countenance, and muitc- 
nngfomcihin^ which could not be vnderrtood,he (hewed, that he faw fomc- 
thing that did giuc him great contentment •, amidft wherof fuddcnly Hopping, 
he gauc vpthcghoft ,asif hcl ad layd himfclfdownctoncepe. What can be 
morchappic , or more dclireful, then fuch a death? Or wnois there, tha% 
were he to choofc, had not rather dye fuch a death , then as Princes are wont 
to dye in their Royal pallaces , in their Bcds-of-ftate , in their filks and purple 
pruicnts, amidft thcii feruants and retinue? And certainly , this yong man 
heitigbutaN.^uicc, camcnottofofweetanend, and fo.cafic a combat wiiK 
the encmic, and (o iiappic a paffage out of this life, by longexercifc of vcrtur, 
and Urong habits ihctof; but if anic caufc can be giuenthcrof,ic mull needs 
hcthcforceof Kcligioniifdf, and the grace of God chiefly. bcAowed vpon 
him in ihatplentic, in regard of Religion •, fo that by this one cxaniple we 
nuy cuidently fee , hov iairc more fccurcly a>nd more fweetly this laft act of 
ivarfarc ( ai Ith doth caj it j is ihut'vp in a liivli^ous. ftatc. 
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7'/^^ fwerjiieth fruit : r/A^r // /j 4 //^«^ of 

CHAP. XXXII. 

J] H E Kingdomc of Hcauch Is fo infini't a happinct 
I and ihc p.iyncs of licl io iufinit a luifchicf , thu 
wliofocijcr bclicucs ihcm,ni(Hild in rcaf n liaucno 
other caic , nor fcarc , ihcnicaft he Jccfc the one, 
and f.ij into thcoiher -, fpccially fcini', they fo ncccfla. 
lily follow one vpon ihe other. Infomuch that if 
God liadrcucaied, that among al the men that arc,or 
cucT were , andihal be, one among them alfliould 
be damned to hcl-fire, eucric one might iuftly liuein 
continual fearc and ttcmbling , kail he might bethat ynhappic and vnfotti^ 
natc man, v|»()n whom that dreadful lot Ihouldfal. But now feing God hath 
fo often , and (o ccriain.'y , and fo plainly told vs , that mmt v^jfl^ the imi 
• Wjj of perdinoti , ftw find-out the ivj; of/j/w^n'or, what carc, and ciicumfpcc- 
tion, and feare , ou-^ht cucrie one to (land in ? 

J. Ill which 1*0 iud occallon of feaic , we cannot in this life hauc 1 
greater cunfoii , then to light vpon fomc li^n'cs of our eternal faluaiion 
and prcdc/linatiMi. For S^ Bernard fayth truly : When doth God leaucliii 
Elc<^t without fomc figne ? or what comfort could they haue, ftanding 
, doubtful , betwixt hope and fearc, if they were not worihic of fomc tefti- 
monie of their Elet'lton?God knowcihwhoarc his j and he alone knowcth 
whom he hadi chofen from the beginning •, but among men who is there 
that knowcth , whether he be worthie o( loue or hatred ? Wherefore fiing 
it is certain , that wc can hauc no ccrtaintic in this kind ; if we may it 
Icaft meet with fomc fignesof our Elcdion , wil not al things be more 
delightful to vs ? For what reft can our fpirit hauc, fo long as it hath no hope 
of prcdcftination ? 

^. This then is the fruit of a Religious ftatc ; and truly none of the 
Icaft , that it giues vs fo certain a hope, and fo dcerc a fignc of our pre-i 
deftination , that , without cxprelfc rcuelaiion , wc cannot hauc a grea- 
ter. F'.r firft wc hauc the (ignc.which our Sauiour himftlf giueih , when 
he fayth : He thdi it of Gvd , heurtib the words of God, Whcrvpon S, Btr- 
n.mi el$-whercfpc.iking to the Monks of his Order , biddcth them be of 
good chcerc , honing reafon to bclicue they arc of the number of the E- 
lc(^t, bccaufcthcy hcarc the word of God fo willingly, and with fo greit 
fruic. And thi^ is natural to the ftatc of Religion. For tlicir chief and 
foutmual fxul is fvutfoeuer proceedethfrem the mtktl) of God , reccauingitby 
pray( t , inc.litatwm , and reading of good books , and principally by giuing 
cave fa that word of God, which called them out of ^^ypt to his Diuiiic 
icf Jiicc. I or die hearing and obeying of this word alone/is a great /ignc of 
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their predcftination, by that reafon of our Sauiour : Mj sheep heare my voufj ^,^,0 y^, 

ihouuh indeed they did not then only giuc care vnto if, and follow it, when 

they for fooke the world, but doc continually hearken -vnto it , remayning 

in Religion vpon command of that voice, andfpcndingal tlicir lifein doing 

according to his voice dcliuercd vnto them by obedience jfo that none can 

hauc more right, then they , to that faying of our Sauiour: Bkfjtddit tkj thdt 

htATttht word of God, and /{^epe it. ^'*-'' ^ ^' *^* 

4. Tlicre be other fignesof Predcftination, whcrof ^. Brr/iir</difcourfeth 

at large fpea king to his Brethren, anddrawcth them at laft to thcfc three V '"^"^"^ 
heads : If (fayth he ) thou refrayne from finnc-, if thou doc woithic fruit? nV/""^'' 
of pcnnancc; if thou work works of life. Al which three can they be bet- 
ter ,morc pcrfctlly , or more plentifully performed, then in Religion ? or " 
wlicrc arc they to be found, if not in Religion? And of eucric one of thctn 
I hauc fpokcn fuftlcicnrly hecrtoforc. 

5. Another fpccial token and ful of comfort isgiucnvsby our Sauiour, as 
an euldeutngnc of eternal faluation ,or damnation, in thcfc words: Tht'Wjy 
yvhichlfddcs to perdition , it hroad und fputioNs ; and contrarifV.fe how ndrr<,wisfhe ^/«"'^-7 i?» 
^4ie , dndthe wiy (Irti^hi , iv'nch leades to life ? S. Grej^orie doth tcl vs in plainc 
teaimes, that this narrow p,atc and way ,is Religion. What is more narrow \^gl^'^^y 
to a mans mind, then to breakclusowne wil? Of which breaking , Truth ^^ 

itfclF fayth : ttnter Ly lift narrow ^atr. And what can be more broad and wide ^ 
then neucrtoftriuc a;^ainfthisownc wil, but tofulfcrhimfelf to be carried 
without rcftraint , wliithcr-foeuer the motion of his wil doth Icadc him ? For 
thcfc and the like caufe5,Rcligionisa very certain fignc of predcftination, s famtn<i 
infomuchih.u V. Lsurence lufimidn dyth : Whofoeuer hath been called to luflm.dt 
the Congregation of the luft, let him arturcdly hope to enter that hcaucnlic P"f*»'". 
Hlcrufa cm iftcr the end of this pilgrimage. For it isa great fignc of Elcdion, ""* ^' 
to h nic tlh'convanic of fiich a Brotiicriiood : and he tiiac is fcuered from this, " 
wil brcalily fiiut out of that. " 

6. Btit >\ hy Hi mill we ftand vpon conlc(flurc< , or vpon rcafons in tins 

nn ttr ^fcing wc hauc a plainc pionjifcof our Sauiour ? iiuerie one, fayth he, rtcrn.:! ;ir<: 
thw sh4i le.tnc iuihif^or tnather^ or brtilueriycr houfe ,or Undsfrmt , ilM vecemt 1"^^'""''-'' 
rf/«»/ l.e'l^uld, a;di>nf}t(]r Ufe eHeAdfUn^, This S. MatttH-w^ V. Ma\, & S. U^e '!J,„„'; 
doc dcMucralniofti.uiiefclf-famc woiJsjwhichmay bean a^-gumef, that the 'x.ui.'.^) i<> 
Ihlic Gholt w<'nl 1 hiuc it particularly knowne for a moft certain truth. >''«'^ 'f m- 
Of he hu.i Ired-f ;ld , which pertayncs to tijislife, I wiittratc ciswhcie, '"••'^* -*'• 
when I Ihat f|.c.i!:c of the plcilantncs of a Religious ftatc \ now I wil only 
fptake'»f thepromifcof eucrliiftinglife,a$ aneuident token ofPredcftinU' 
lion, An ! vvcmayconfiler,vvho it isth itmaketh this promife,wi»at it istliac 
ispiiMuifc !, and in what words. lie that makctli thcpromife,is God, Tiuth 
itliif.wli.. cannot minakc,nor be c han^'cd , nor forget, nor be hindicd from 
pcil. rining w:ta. he wil and hathfayd.W'lieieforc tofpcakcintta'incs vfcd. 
c ;ni;no' ly jiiioDgmcn Religious people hauingour Sauioui'sownc hand to 
flicw It the Bant and rribunal-fcaic of God, whcrvpon they may 31 guctl.cir 
C.aif \vithG')d,as inh fpcakcih, and ilemand eternal gioiic by vcimt the of, 
I'lcy cannot dtiirc anie Setter allurancc. Bfir they wii not be brougJit to fuc h 
au ixi^cui i fo; the fame infinit gooUncs , which m^^ucd hinj to paHc tl.c 
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promifc.wil inoucliiin to ^Kifotnic and accomplilh ic morcfuJly ThcnX 

7. Thctcarmcswhcrin tljcrromifc iscouchcJ^ arc large and nrcpnanh 
Hutrie tNC 0)41 $hM Icamc ihtft fhm;lf. Tliis word of itfclf is Co cxprellc and 
general , that ic coniprchcndcth al , no nun cxccpcd; that ihc DiuH 
may not hauc anic ground to cauil , nor anic Religious man to miftruf} 
tH(.\9.t9. And yet s\ I. f fpc.ikcth ni..ic Cv^i^u^Wy : litre is no wdn thdt hsthltfi l,«n{! 
•r fy4ren'S , or bitthrtn , (of ilie k,>n^dQmt of Cui , anil ilotb not recejue mud 
wort tn thts Itfe , and in the Vftrjil to cotne , Itfe tnrrla(Un^, Wherefore ccf. 
tainly no man i>- excluded from the promifc , neither poorc , nor rich 
nor nobfe , nor mcanc ; neither he that hath left niuch , nor hj 
that hath left litle , fo he 'eaue .d he had ; finally he is not excluded, that 
bejn;r called but at the Ninth howre , had but a lliort time to labour in 
thcVinyard.' 

8. It js true , th.u Life euerlafling is promifcd co nianie Venues , as to 
Mfckenes » Poucrtic of fpirit , Huinilitic,and abouc al to Chantte.Tv.Vf/, 

i.c>r.«j.«. neucr JAylah , a^ ihc Apoltle fpeaketh ; yctaltiiis is vnccitainand doubtful. 
Ftir wl)oknovveth, whether he louc as he (Ught, and vpon the right ground 
of chititie, uhich is ain.ncccllaric? And the like may be fayd almoft of 
al vcrtucs , which lyin- hidden wirhinour foules , can hardly bepcrcca. 
ucd ; and a man can hardly jhink he hath them, without dani er of flate- 
rniL,' himfclf, and of picfuniption j fo that al our hopes arc doubtful 
Hut It IS othcinirc \n this one rd of a Religious man , which hath the 
piomife of (o great a rcv\ard annexed vnto it. For this .i(fHs not doubtful 
olilcure , or hid<len , but plaine and manifcll to be fcen with our vericcoN 
poral eyes , th .t pofTibly the faft cannot be qucaioned , northcreward.if 
welaylc not in our intention, and perfeuerthcrinto the end. 

9. Thar which is promifcd , is Life Euerlaftin^ , that is to fay, a moft 
cnm:>lc.f h j;.>|.i„c. , ful of bliffc , and of al good things that can be dcfired, 
;'»'>»'>rtr>l . cucrlaftin'; which our Sauiour c.iHeth Life , bccaufc indeed, 
t hat n the onnc true life , which the foulc (Iial then Hue , when f.ee from 
fhal tl'r X V^'' -'•'hcflcllMtfelf belngmade fpiritu.d, pure, and intirc.it 

' I rL;"T, " '' ^""%' T '^? '' ' '"'^ ^^''^ ^'' 'tfcif transformed into hij 
I n tnuh •'' ^'"""-^ '/"'^'^'^ contavneth al things that can be dellrcd. 

? lu r M -t "^"^'.'^'T °"'''^' "^'^ '" ^"^^" tovalucthis honefo 

p.omilc confirmed aith a kmd o\ oath •> ^ 

The ...c. ",a VV ,c ? ^ V c" ' r !'"" •'•!' "^ "" ■■'"'K""^ '''■'> «^" """f ■'« 
"" ,"'" f. ca ,nd , 7"" , """ "' '^•'^' ;'.''i"">lf '"w«J!. him with fo much re 

P c d :'^;Mdo : '"I 'r ' n,3,w,„ .hrc«cn hi,.,. Bu, ,hc Saint .nfwcrcd . he 

wl/cnh'lomM';r''V"P" '".''""''' '^"S »<Tu'-«<l of his ptcjcdlnation; 
y 'cn lie ca,„. to lm.,lclf,c.,,d <hk : My L„JGM,ff<r,fU;s}L .„J„.mm» 
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hhnvthont tnd And for eight daycs he could nor fpeakeof anie other thing, 
norfo much as fay his Hreuiaric, but was ftil icpeating thefc words : My Loltf 
Cni be f>r4yfed. For his foulc was ouer-ioycd withfoliappictidimiSi and not 
without great reafon. Wherefore feing S» fwwmdidfoinriuirly rclo) ceat thiv 
kindofpromife, andal others in like manner, to whom it hath been made; 
wiiat account ihala Keligious man make of the fame? For betwixt the two 
promifes, there is but thisonc difference, that the one is made to particular 
nicn,iheothci to the State. And what matter is it, fowc leauenot theSta:c, 
and liuc according vnto it ? The like we fee hapneth among mai. For Kings 
and Princes grant certain priuilcdgcs and liberties to particular rtKn , and cer- 
tain to places; which comes al to one, bccaufc the men enioy them fo Inn.; as 
they liuc in thofe places , as freely, as if they had been granted [larticularly to 
tlicinfelucs, <k they arc put to no o:hcr care or trouble for ic, but that they rc- 
niaincin thofc places. What gt cater cotufoit theicforccan vvel*auc,or dcfitc 
ill thisom* pilgi image, ornather banilhmcnt? 

li. TiicApoftlcscamconatimctoourSauiour, reioycing that in his name 
ilieDiutlsdid obey them. OurSauiour madcanfwcr : l^mjic not in rhts ^ but '"'" '*^*** 
ru'jcf^beiMtft jcur namti hew itten m hcauen. In my opinion , the fame may 
be fayd of Religious men; let others rci^yce in thtir wealth, or in ihefauouc 
llicy .ircinwi.hmen,crinil»cpicfcrmenis wldchthcy hope for.or hiue al- 
ready gotten iWchaueafaiTcg'.caicr and better ground of reioycinj;, thatwc 
haiiffo certain afignc & tokento pcifvvadc vs, &: make vs veiily bclceuc, as 
in.Iccd we ought, that our names aie written in the 15 ^oke of Lilc, drawnc in 
the bread of Almightic God, with the bloudof the Lamb 1 which benefit is Tlic^nce 
not rcfcrncd mcerly (orthe world to come, but is the vcriefountainc and of- of prede- 
fining of al other bcn(fi;s, which in thisliieare bcftowed vpon vs. For, as 't"''^t'"" * 
the Apoftlc wriicth , -wlrm GJ hath prtdt(}ttuted , theft I e hath cJied ■, .ind ha- [•""".••'" *'^ 
uinp called them, l.econfirmcth and ftrcngthneth them , and mul'iplie h his f^ZTia. 
j!ui(is vpon them i he defends them from the allaults of the Enemic, cither 
keeping him quite off, or giuing grace that they may make bcncfii of ihc 
tcinpt.ition ; finally, he ordereth al things that conccrne them cithci inwardly 
or outwardly, in that manner, that they turnc al to their good \ and 11 falleih 
oui.as our Sauiour a little before hispa/lionfaydtohis Father :W/)»w' t!'OHh^{f f>. .7. n. 
ltiieiinie^lh4utnoflo(hneofthetn,hcci\i{cf2<i another Scripiutc fay lii) ihvfoulu S^f. j. 
if iht I up are in the band of God yind no power vnderGodcan wreft them from 
him. Wherefore feing Prcdcltination doth comprehend al thefe thims , lookc 
how much alTiirancc Religion doth giue vsof our prcdcftination , fo muth 
alfo itgiueth vs of al the rel}. 

15. And as it worketh thcfc things with Cod, fo on our part it makcth ,,•, p 
vuo hue God the nv^re, in regard he hath loucdvswith fo great andlo an- iituin.i'i.m 
cictit loue,bcfoiciiK'Crcationofil\ev;orld, and.iom.dntcrni:ie;itmaketh vMfkcil, in 
V'.ilfo c(iitcmne and loath al carrhiic things , as being fully pofhdcd , that ^*- 
the licaucnlic gloi ie , and ihofe infinit trcafures , through thcgoodnes </ God, 
au-t!ucvntovs . and layd vpfor vs. For,as ayong Prince,that islred vptoa 
K''ng<lomc, takes i;reat pleafurc in that hope, to uhicii he is borne , and it 
breed? a kindof Maieftic in him, nnd gieatncs ol f| irit ,that hedif.layiRs al 
'idcriour things : fowc alfo confidciing,that we arc ordained fcr that I cai;en- 
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lie kingdomc» muft needs with leencrous and noble liarc difdayncTu I 
fayre offers of the world , ts not bffeeming oui worth ; and fo much tb I 
rather, becaufe a yong Prince may be cuc-of from his hopes by manic chi I 
ces J but they that aic chofcn by God , cannot be put by it by auic force '*' I 
jnisfortuoc. ' 

The one and twentieth fmit : God's fpecUlcare 
And frote^ion, 

CHAP. XXXI II. 

^^fHf ^ rcadcthat ?. Trmis^ when he Iiad founded his Of Jer.arxf I 
V?>'/! ^''"^^ '^ ^^^'^^^ to fprcad , being very careful to aduancc it'in »1 
vV/A**' ^^""^^'^'?°f^'^<^ ^^^ Rcgulai- difcipline.ifanic thiiii; liapncd 
oV-l <^""^'"3»^ic,ortliatGoddid rcucalc vnto him anic finijtcrac- 
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\^JMsJM *^'^*^"^» that was to fal out heeiaftcr, waswontio uiueliim- 

life. VVhcrefoic being once at hisprayers, commending this his Familicwith 

,. great carneftncs to God , our Sauiour is fayd to haue fpoken to himthcfc 

,, comfortable words : VtAnu% , why doft thou trouble and vcxe ihyfclf when 

„ anic ol thy Friar J doc Icauc their Order, or commit anic fcandalous iLgin 

, K ? Doft thou take tliyfclf to be folc goucrnour of rhis flock , and that I am 

„ not alfo goucrnour of it, higher then thou ? Who planted it but I > or who 

„ callcwmntopcnuancc, or giues them ftrength topcrfeucr when they iic 

. ^a led, but I > I brought thcni hither j I wil ihy them, aud kccpc them, If th^y 

, U\, wiliayfc others in their place. Wherefore I dircaiy command thfc, 

. that '.ccrafter thou toimcnt not thyfclffo much , but know that 1 loue this 

l.m|],e,a„difoneretuinetohisvomit,I wil rayfeanothci in his place, that 

,. hil luuch.scrownc, and if hebenotyctborne, I wilcaufe that he fhalbe 

„ ''f'l^;=in;i'thcrcrcm3ynebmihreeiti it, Iwil not therefore cuerleaucit, 

ln,r.t(haloca.wayewny Familic ThusfpakcourSauiourto i". rr4«mi atid 

.hc.kcwcm.y rna .„, anJ in.'eed mP,ht to belecue ofal other Religious 

n h •; 'r'i' 7"!'^''''r^^^i^"^^-^''>^^'^'^«f<^i^»""ftn^edsbcarpecialco.n. 

Ahl .r/r 'f''" ' V 'V,'^"' P^»-^'Cularly guarded and piotc(^cd by 

dnr^k o Tn' "';;''"^Y'T^^''^;^*"^'^^*'^^''^^^^^ wl^mhedothv.. 
Oct take to prorca.muft needs dowel. , 

^ Tr n Tn V F'i!' J^,^'"'''" i nnd firaof a! that which himfelf gnuc to J. 

cs Va l./| •'^"'''?"'"^^''^ He layd the grounds ofthcfe InAitu- 

o Jddc . r" ""''" «'!^'^""^''' into rhem ; he alone giues them thtir 

,ooddchrcs,andgracc,andaffiUancetopcrreuer.Whcrefore.asafathcrdoth 

loue 



loue and take care of his fonnc, and a workman of his work*, {^:t God doth 
loue and take care of this fo faire a fruit, as I may cal it , of his womb. 

". Another caufc may be the cncreafe of his glorie, which by cueric Re- 
ligious Order is greatly laboured and eftedlcd. For as a gardener takes care of 
his vines and fruit-trees i and a Hiepheard of his flock, and flu inkctli not for 
hcate or cold , or anic toylefome labour , in regard of the commoditic he 
reapestherof.'foGodhathaprouidentcarc ofthcfe his flocks, not only out 
cf liis infinit goodncs and mcerc mercic , but ( if a bodic may be fo bold to 
fay fo ) for rcfpcdl of fome commoditic \ and why may we not fay fo , feing 
5. Tuk/ tearnicth fuch fcruants of God , yt^tU f4nii>fjtJfor honour , and i)roji^ ^ ^.^ 
ubittoour Lrrd^ 

4. A thirdrcafonisVertueitfelf and Dcuotion, whicliis fo very poucrful 
svith God, that putting vs highly into hisfauour , it wilneuerfuHer vsto be 
ncglc«^cd by him. Infonuich that the Royal Prophet fay ih: I'hou lup Kctdutd 1*f*-^o.if. 
vic f»rtiiy irriHencie , 4nd confirmed me in thy Jf^Di for cuer. And in another 
Pfalme: Tbetyesofour Lord yponthe iuft , and his e4res in their pf^ytrs, Manie are vj jj, if^ 
\he tribuUfions ofiheinft , dnd tut of aI ihim our Lordvfil deliuerthem. And Ecdc- 
/lafticus: Theeyesof our Lord y[>on thofe thM feart htm. But that which Z^charie ''/^jj.xo. 
the Prophet fayth, is moftremaikable : lie thar toucheib vok , touchetb the Red if.to, 
*\fle of my eye. What could be fayd more ? He thought it little to fay , he 2a<h.i.i. 
mchah me ; but nameth that part of man which is deareft to euerie one, 
ami moft fcnfiblc •, which thougii it be fpoken of euerie bodic tliat fcrues 
God fmcercly , yet particularly it futcs bell with Religious people j in re- 
gard they are more diligent and more exaft in his (cruice , and employ 
tlicmfclucs and their whole ftrength and power in that alone, 

t. A fourth reafon is in a manner proper only to Religious people. 
For we find eucric-whcrc , that God is wont to take particular charge 
and cate of thofe , that are moll dcflitute of humane help. So the PfaU 
inift fpcakcth of him : The poote man is Irfi lo thee j rhou ^vlll be a helper /• fhe ^f 9. jr. 
ttfihan; and againc : ^ Lord preferuing Utile-enei j and in ^-uiothcr Pfilmc: ^Amj-^j 
Our Lord proielleth (irdngers ; the pupd , dtidyviddtw he TvW ttce^iue ; lor ihcfc 
k-ind of people haue no humane aflillancc , to relyc vpon. God therefore 
owes proteaion to Religious people vpon the faiiic title •, for they arc 
truly poore , in regard they haue nothing, and haue giuen away al power 
of hauing anic thing ; they are truly orphdni and fupils , nauing forfaken 
father and mother , and al other things , the iriendfliip of men , the 
fauour of Princes , the countenance and power of riches i they arc mofl 
truly trphdns , bereft of al human help ; and little-ones , hauing humbled 
and abafed themfclues fo low i finally they are truly frangen , and , as 
gucfts and /)f/^rm>j in tl is world ,/4«c /j«r no permanent ciirie, Whcicforc 
to ti»em mod of al doth that faying of the Prophet D4«i</ agree : lie that Vf $9. i. 
dwtUtih in the hdp of the Htihtfi , shal lematne i» the prouW*n of ihe God of 
Iltdutt!. For they do not ( as Secular people ) flyc fomctimcs to the help 
of the Highcft, but dwelling in his hou(c and familie , ti.ey liuc ilwayes 
in his help , and remamc cuer in his prote<^lion ; and confequcntly t' at 
vvhiduhcrciifctdownc more at large, mud nccciTarily follow , thai i»c wil 
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jhttJiiow thtm With his thtkUtrs, 4n4fr0ttU thim with bis shield , fhsnbe^l^ 
Titt lU nighi'ftAre , that is » the fccrctdcuiics of ihc cncmic > »«r //;f 4m\9fi^ 
iw i/;e f/4> j thac is , his open aHaults. '^ 

,. 6. Now ihc commodities which arifc of this protC(flIoji of Cod are in 
jf numciaUlc, but may be icdiiccd co fouic heads : wherof feme Concc\nc ou' 
foulc, fomeoufbodicjfometheconfcruation of the whole Order fomcar 
foi defence ofthe fame ag.iinlhlicir enemies. Fi ill therefore God haihcartof 
the foulcs o^ hU fcruants ,aduancing them in Vcrtue, and not fuffcring ihcm 
to be tcinpteJabouc their Iben.'th , butcuca when he doth permit tf.cmio 
be tempted giuin:;ihcm grace ",tlut ihcy may haue the vpperhand to their 
grcatci-^lojie , finally, as ailihgcnt m.iillci- labours by aimcai.csto aduanceihc 
/chollar , whom he loucs , in matter of learning : fo God (cckcth v\ ith aldili. 
gcnccandcarcio put his difciples forward infpiiit ; that vvc may truly fay of 
tiicm, as it is in the Pfalmc : litjjtd is thi ni4n , vfhow Om , fi Uid^ d^ft inflml 

Utid iCACh i)nn thy /alV. * 

7. And; hat he hath fuc h care oucr our foulcs, vvll appcare the more, br 
tlie care which he hath nuer our bodies.For if hcdwc fo diligently and iouirji;. 
ly pioui Ic f.r our bodies , which are offo bafca fubaancc , we mayealjl. 
yn.ieraaiul,hmv careful he wilbc< four fouleand fpirit. And certainly foit 
is, tha: n ^ facijcr eucr bellowed fo muJi care in biingini^-vp the children, 
be.'ottrn of his bodic , and inmaintayning them,asGoddoth in maintaynint 
Kciigious |'coj)lr. OurSauiour hath giucn vs tcflimonie heerof in the tare 
wi.itiihc had of thcmuhitudc , that followed him in the Defert j for bchol- 
ding them he fay d : / l.uue itm^A^ton ypon (he wHltitude , bccdiife » Ue , three dm 
tleynrv fulme >vith mt^ neither haut Vfhat to eMe, For how much rather vvil he 
fjy fo now from hcaucn, and take compafRonvpon Religious people \ For 
thcmuliKudch.idnut endured more then three dayes, and yet had not left al 
they ha I, but were foone after to reiurnc home againc •, but they that due 
theii.leliics to God in a Religious couife, endure with him, not for three 
claycsonly, but their whole life-time, and Icauc thcmfclucs nothing at alfot 
Im fa'AC, not fo much as power toreturnc to that, which vpong^od aduife 
tiiey haue once forfakcn , and bound themfcluesthcrvnto by Vow. Where- 
fore 1- bclonuct!. properly to Gc^.\ Almightichis proui Jencc , to prouide tlicm 
ntcell .ucs for lite and may ntenancc ; which truly he doth fo carefully , and 
coiui!uullv,'hatamanmay ray,hctakethpleafureinit.Uutashcdoihnoc 
vpon ti.c (u. Jam create of nothing the gr.iine, or the wine , whichis neccfi'a- 
neformen^vfcs, ..r fend it downc miraculoufly from hcauen, but produce 
It out r| t..c ground , and out of the vine : fo alfo he prouidcs for the ncccffi- 
ticsofUchgmusi c plcby fecomlariccaufcs, to wit, byothcr ' ' 

mouing fi.a tlxir minds thcrvnto. So we fee that God found 
inncfdca^rh , not byhimfelf , but by the woman , to 
\\ If; ti.efe a ords : I fuuecommdndtd iht w^»w-tv»»»4»i /# / 
^. Fr4nc> , as wc reade, did not vnfitiy apply that verfe of the Pfiimc'( M4tidU 
t.ttih brud.f Angels ) to thebread which he gatlicredof almcs , becaufc li>C 
An^rh (lid mouc people to giue that bread. 

8. Andtothcendnoman mightdoubtof this care, which God hath orJi- 
»ia:,iy oucr al Religious people , he hath often teltifscdthc fame With won- 
derful 
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derful estraojdinaric examples. In which kind PjII.kIi'h doth record, 
rli.itti:cAl>bot v/'/ioZ/^liuing in the Defert with his diftiples , .ind being 
vnpiouidid off^ccefsaricstowards Eafkr-tlme, our Lord was not wanting 
otiiJs care and lihcraiitie tow.irds them. For vpon the fiidd.nin teitain 
men vnknowr.c to cucrie bodic , came and offered themftluc? faying, 
that they came a long iourncy , and brought Uorc of prouilion , great 
Joaucsorhrcad,avc(selofncwmi;k,honif, diuers kinds of fruit, pomc- 
gran.^ts , hgs, grapes , and iuch Jikc as grow not in Af^^^p' , nor h.id cucr 
keen fcTU tlitrc by anic of them •, and they brought fuch pltntic , as they 
Jailed tilWl itfontidc. V^ hat tan a man dclire more ofthcgoodnes of Goo, 
then to prouide For his fcruants in time , and withal fo plentifully , fuch 
dainties , at fuch a time ? 

^. V. art^onr doth rt'I.iteanother,not vnlikcto this, of V. Pereihff tUnt in SCreitritk 
adeare ycarc,whcnhis Monaitcric was wholy vnprouidcdof come, there 
Averc found at the t;ate two hundred bushels of mcalc , and no bodic knew 
from whcnt e , or by whom, they w ei c brought tliitlicr. The fame hapntd 
to ». r»/i«/w/;.mw • whohauingfeaiedhimfeif in a foutatic place vpon the S Ct^wmiw 
rock , hc.ind his Brethren h..d litt;e or nothing tocate manic d.iycs togea- ""'• 
ti.er, ar.dvpon the fuddain they diicouer a man toming towards them, 
withdiucrs beads laden withbrc.dandother vic^tualsj andthcman,whcn 
hccamc,to.d tiicm that he was moued fuddainly in his mind to bring 
them that prouillon. Another lin.c wlien their prouiflon fay led them , and 
they had. I longtime lingrcd-on with wild hearbs,andbarkes of trees ^in 
c]uict of the night , it was put in the Abbot ofS.i//tY his mind,toreltcuc 
God's fcruants, that v\ ere rcadie to llaruciand when their c.irts were laden 
and knew not which way togoc, they layd the raynes vpon the hoifcs 
necks, and ( doubtles guided by an Angel) they came dirc«^ly to tiie plate, 
whctc ioltiwh.tnnin lay hid with his companions. 

10. Wc haue alfo manic memorable examples offhclike prouidcncc of 
God in fcueral palihgcs of the lite of S. Fr.rn / , but chicHy at the time of s. fr^iuh, 
the firlf general McdingofhisFriaisat /f/R//i*. For there being .about hue 
rhoufandofthemtheng.ithercdtogeather, he gaue tliem very iirict com- 
mand, that they should not take anic care at al for anie thing peitayning to 
tliebcdic,groundinghinifelfinthat verfe of the Pfaine , v,/l.icn he had 
often in his mouth : 1 -iji tityctre l>ponoitr lord , .r "/ he \v,( , ,n I h ihet, > -pf, ^^. i|, 
D»mt„t k WJisprefent, when S. Frdncit gaue this commar.dment j and 
he thought it (omeu hat too much, fearing Icafth.e niigl t Iccn.e ro tempt 
Gcdjiflcprouided nothing at al for fo gieat a multitude, Ai d beho.d 
not long after, there came from al the neigi.boming townes and ciiiies 
fuch a world of men and hearts, brincing with them ai kii.d of piouiljon 
of vi(Jtuals , houlchold-fliif]"c , anci houfchold-\el!el , that s. / / />^ 
was c]uitkly chan.,ed ; ar.d from that timerefolucd s\ ith liimfe.f , that his 
Order alio , which /< .is then beginning, should haue no certain i ccnnucs 
to liuc o«T, relying vpon the Diuine prouidcncc , wherof he Had fccn 
withiiiseycsfocuidcMU.Ktrliimonie. 

Ji. Au(i Si i^mJituk^WiiuMi had afterwards uial thcrof. For once iii s.Dmfm»^ 
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Kiinc there was notl.ino ai al for thtm lo catc in the Monaftcric • .„> 
inorcoucr two ot the Iriars that had been al about the cittic beomnc ilmJ. 
from doorc to d.,orc , ca.nc back with emptic wallets , to the en3 the Wh 
ri.UK olGod might be the more remarkable. Wei , notwithftandinir !l 
t|ii^, J Ponun, { tauied them al to be called downc to an cmpiic board anH 
t leywercnofooncrrct.biittvvo exceeding comelic youths comine inr„ 

1. Re cctonejcruedeucriconepfthemwithawon/rous whitemS 
'oafc,beg,n„mgfromliim that fate loweft j ;ind when they had d«U 
about to eueiK one . they reverently bowed downc their heads and 
vanished out of their /.ght. , /.....^ prcfently called for wine / aj 

cmp ievc/fel.s;arjdcoming, they ^ ful of excellent wile! hI^ 

y nay we th.nk there u as at that board? What tcarc. of gladne L 
1 "ijioorc.hbcraliue of God , and tiut he had fog^eat re^ouc; 
tiKm , Manie h kc exan.ples we haue n. al Orders , and allb in ours b 
.Suius ^''"''''''> ^''^"^^"^^^"^"othingismorcfrcciucntintheLiucsof 
fcruadonl'''l'^ ^-"»'>m«Hliuearifingofthe prote^ionof God , is thecon. 
»>i<inu-e W ; t^riiri? r ^'^^/'^.^---^.^ ^'-^ > -^^ '- Special pre 

^rnon.r ;,r:r , r^^ ^" A<,c, Tome very dilfcrcnt 

^-nuK f rn ' r^^^^^^^^^^ •''^'*^^' ^^ <>»^''^'" ^^.^"c been flil M, 

Ih- a /Icrct vm n f ' """^ '"^•- ^'hI ^oubtles, as there mult r.ccds 

tn . and • ' ^-^^.^^'^Whuh breed fuch a continual ftrean.e of w J 
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I'oliiKv nt l,fc::„,,i jjT'.;;;;,; ' '""f "•™« <"i;ciicratcd from tlicir aiictcnt 
''f'TctlK/r r,,,k f f, , '"•'"' """ '" ^P'""d them. anUto 
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'"'"'i^l'n a ..,„() r .1 ""''«""'"^'" . »"<""»v he hath cucr rcucVci 
">"" "Korous manner vp„„ C^A „i,j,,a p„f„;[;;^^,5,t 
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IJandcdagainftihcm. We banc a memorable example of both in 9. ( .- 
limb4nnA\i'> Lifc,of which I related fonie pa«aj;cs betorc. rheadotn Ui King 
%if Bur-!tn:(f , byinlUgation of his grandmotl<-r BrumchiUis , among 
f^hcx mifchiefs wrought av;ainll him, banished hiin out of the place where 
he liucd , u ith/bmc tew ohiis Hrctlircn. F irll therefore in that iourney of 
his,oncoftheOfticers,thath.ul inrojcntly lUuckenone of his Krtthien 
Tiilli a cudoel.was not long after drowned in the lame place , as ^ C0I,,,,,. 
Uius had toretold him. rhm loyhui King being at warres with \m brothef 
rhfoMerf, wasburntinthccittieof.1i^r(,, by a Hre rayfcd, God knowes 
fiDw, by chance, or from heancn. rloth.tritu King of rr.m,, imuded hii 
Kingdomc,and fc.iling vpon his iix Tonnes nut them al to dc.ith. Brun^.UtU 
ills , another iV/.r/"-' , vvasfet vpon a camels back , and cart ied fcorncfully 
through the whole armie , and afterward conmianded to be tyed to th^cc 
^rfourewildcoltslayles,and tornein pceccs, inwhith torment she died 
nioft mifcrabiy \ and that whole lamilic was quit€ rooicd out, the King- 
<lomcbeinqdcuoluedto ::lo, harms, 

14 Thetlcatbof f<.i/.f^'»- Prclidcntof it^Tf'.in S.,Antonit the r,rt4i lii>i 
<ime,w.is not much vnlike. He did pcrfecute the Catholicks manic wayes, 
burchicflybenrhrs rage againit the >ionks , and would lometimes caufc 
thcni public kly lobe beaten v\ irh xoM.S.Atnotne wrote vnto him a short 
letter, dcdarin- the wrath which hang ouer bis head from heaucrt. He 
tookcthe letter ill Home, and calt it away,thrcatning bclides, that feine V. 
» 4mi>nn tooke vpon him to deflnd the ^u»>kf^ he would bauc shortly to doc 
withliim alio. Huthecjuickly repented himfelfoF his proud dcmcanouri 
fbrfomcfourcdaycsaher returning from his pleafure abroad , m corn- 
panic of one of his bofomc-friends , his friend's horfe , who til that day was 
the gemlcUihat could bcjeaptfuddiiinly vponhimina mad humour, and 
taking him in his teeth, pulled i)imtothe ground, and trampling vpon l.im' 
v/jth his feet, could by no means be beaten oft: and fo he ified foonc after 
moll mifcrablyjcueric one admiring and confefling t;ic iult iudgcmeni of 
God In it. 

15 That alfo which s. ntd^rit rccounteth in li'-s Dialogues of Flo. rUrtntini 
rrniiui , who was aduerfarie to ^. Bturri'^t is very Itrangc, and we lou- 
ihedfomcA'hatofit before. This Florenrri^ hadcndeauorcd firihopoyftlh' 
S.Henetiiti \ afterwards he laboured to oucrthrow fome of his diftiples bjr 
wanton obieds. s. ^r«ff///i therefore thought it belt to giue way to his 
wicked intentions , and voydcd the place, taking moU of his Lret'iren 

uith liim, but lie Was not gone farre, when the v\icked Flortnum came 
to hi? end by the fal of a houfe vpon him, and lo loll both temporal and 
eternal lifetogeathcr, 

16 That \% hii h iiapned in this kind to the Primate of.Arm^ch in hehnd in 
tl'.eycarcof ClirirtonctbouTind three hundred lourc-fcore and ilx, is very 
nienjorablc, and v\ as acted vpon a great tl.eatre. lor firlt in fvyl.,n,l, 
<l>en at /hnmoti ( vvt^eie at that time the Pope did lit) Ic fpnke njuch 
afiainlU.c Orders of Degyng-rriiisin o^ienConllllorieof the Cardinals. 

Y ij And 



ThcFr.- 
macc of 
Aiirnclii' 



i H h H A P i> I N e S 



Another 
[iuhop 

puuuhc^ 



Pf.ji.:». 



Oca. If. 



\'i^ 

And pcrliaiiigoliftinatly to profccutc the caufc a^ainft tTicm . hcli^ 
buHcV ' * tog^tlicr wifrii iiiiii al Jiis faifc accufailons w«c 

1 6 About t\ycmicycarc. after this had hapncd , another thine fcl om 
which IS wortliic to be noted. Certain Prdais ( lead with what fpirit I 
know not ) took aduifc among thcm!'ch.cs to put downc the Order 'of 
i.>r.,« / jandtoctfcdticthcy appointed a meeting of certain liishops 
In the wnidowcs of tJicgreat Churcli of that towncWre were two picK* 
res painted vpon the gJaiJir , one of s. v.oil with a Sword in iiis hand an 

other of k.r,^«M,uithaCrollc.ThcSacriilan one night heard isit 
were, ^r.. faying timsnv/M .;o////;o«.fr4« ;> i whydoft.hou noi dcjlnU, 
vuUf r And y. tr..nn an/u crcd ; y,hat M / Jo, fj h,ue nothm^ Uft mebutti 
Cro!ic',.nl,tpHtsme^nmtmioipan,„cc, s. Vaul willed liim riot to pui-VD 
fuchaniniunc and offered liim his fword. Tlic SaciiiUn was^rnucS 

the tvv o p fturcs had changed tlicir weapons , S. p.. I iud the Croife , and 
i ; J.'V -rl'"' ^■'r''^'^ ^^^"^^'- ^"^ vvliilehe was wondringatit with- 
iZt'tT'^''''''^'''''' '^'' tovv«e,thatthc Bi.hop,th^at li dTrft 
moucdthcbu .nesaga,n(hhc Friars, was found dead, and Jus head cu 
'Lldrr -'-'"'^^"^^ relatcwhathehadheardin the night , ad 

to^di^Z,^^^ 

foa ot c ; mav 1 r" • ^ I ^ ?""'• "'"'^ "''^' °P»'°'"'^'' other.WJ.erc 
Td b (o V ri>Sr » * r '^'^ P^'*^''> '" ^'"' ^-^"^^"^ '>^^^^'"^« ^"d Kings, 
shal hcu.C I "y n"^ "'"^ '"*^ i^'^y''^'^ '» S^'^^'S « i our ulodc 
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r/^ /Tvtf 4^ twentieth fruit : r/;<r protcffion 
of our Blejfed Ladte. 

Cit A P. XXXlV. 

S>> EHdes the manifcft and aOured protedion of God, which ai 
, Kcligiouscnioy , they are to vndcrftand to thtir further coin- 
1 fort and benefit, that our Blcllcd Ladic hath taken them into 
„_^,^^^/ her particular charge and care , defending and cherisluiigthem 
vndcr her wing and prote(:tion. For as in a great houfchold , Uiids the 
father, who is^hcad-^oucrnour, it is fitting theie be a mother, not only to 
breed ihildien. but to bring them vp, aixlhnd them ncccil arii- s j fd though 
in the houfchold ofthe Church , Chrilk bcour commoji Father , who ro- 
I'cncratcd vs with his facred bloud, yet it is fittingihcrc sliould be a Mother 
alio , who with her vertue , care , and dcfcrts might concurrc to the bree- 
ding* follering, andinaintayning of \\\q fpiritual life, which our Sauiour ^ 
giuesvs,this//(-/w../;r/;;(|/.M "^"»,'r> J.Iraftilcshcr.is our Mother; of ^^^ ' ' 
iviiomS. ikrw*nn> Paitia'rckof Co«/?.o/ri»o^/r, an ancient graue authour , $ o.rmw. 
writcth thus : As the breath , which we draw continually , is not only a in •rM.tU 
(igne of life , but Acaufc ihcrof : fo the moft holie name of M a u 1 1 , which «<«'> virg^ 
fashefayth}ihcfcruantsof(,od hauealwayes in their moiuh , is both a 
ligne that they truly iiue,and withal doth caufc and confcruc life in them, 
and giucs them comfort and help in al things. And this she doth to al, 
that truly iiuciyet as the Sunncdothconcurre to al natural efle(!:ls , but ia 
greater mcafure to ihofe , that ate greater and more noble : foal degrees in 
thcChurchparukcofherlightan'dairilbnceiyetthey that are higher in 
fanedtic and perfection , doubtlesdomoft of al fedcthc bcneht o\ it. And J^^g , j*^*^ 
a Religious Itatc hath this aduantage,that it comes very necrcthe '»a"ncr ^ ^j^^*^"^ 
and fashion of life , which she hcrlclf lead on earth j for we may truly of&clig.5 
glorie , that her life was a patttrnc of a Religious courfc. The manger, and 
and the two yong pigeons, and manie things els , bcarc witiK:s of iicr 
Pouertie. Her marriage, shew es her Obodieiuc, being fubiedk to a man. 
wlK)m she did farre excel in holines of life and wifdome. Wlwlnecd wc 
fpeakeofherChalUtic, fcingshe wasthc firll that difplayeil thcen^i^iiC 
ti.erof, andlielditnotonly by purpofe.and conftant rcfolution , but by 
Vow>Soaldovvriicofiier,andS ^wrMf'"!" particular fay th thus : Ikr f- .-^'*(?sf. 
virginiticalfowasthemoreplcafing and acceptable , bccaufe Chrill did'''*^''l*-V 
not take her , after he was conceaued , to prcfcruc her I.iinfclf from 
an other man , that would haue dcflowrcd her , but chofe her when 
ihcwasalready dedicated to God , before he was conceaued , to theei,d 
to be borne of her. The words hi wliich Marie deliucred her anfwer to 
<Ju, Angel that brought her tidings of acliild , shew as much. How ihal 
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^_ i.iiv l.e done bccaiirc I know not man; V. Iiici, truly U.c v, ouW not \Zi^ 
_ layil.tnit that she h.id vowed viipniticto God bcforc.llut bccaufctl.ccunu 
__ iiic ot tlic Uratlitsdi J not as yet admit of anic fuel, thinj;, she was cfpoufcd 
_ lo ..,:,! m:i,w),<> « as not violctly to takcfrohcr.thatvvliich vi)C l.advo„cd 
_ bi:i r. t in i,. prdtrue it from oilicrs that inylit be violent, s. /!r,» Wjir-"' 
« '— ^ 3':'^'":'''-,'^'"'"''>'^^*»"7":V''''"P--V''"l''^<-°'"mcndsher;f„,, 
(..f^M.^. > " '"^ "r^k"!') "•|"'i5"'lins tl'f Joctees of the law of Moyfes.slu vo„.cJ 

^a,.vnde(,led(andu,eofbo<lfeuhdr„Sleiwhiehinulolably.RtoindedDu/ 
pofeisproued byher refolute anfwer to the Angel, that proniifed her i 
••(onne: Hmvshal thisbcdonc, l.evaufel know not man. 

2 V\ herelorc fcing iikenes breeds lom;,a„d there bcfuch plaine trace, ofa 

Re r,,oushteinthefil,.led Virpn, who ean doubt, bt,t she doth behoH 

and embrace «1 andeuer.e Religious perlon, and cuerie Order and Fai.i i- 

o«them with partaularloue and care; S. irr.Wgiues vsto vndc.nand 1' 

muelH faying, ,/,.,M«rtf,r,,„.,/;„.„r,.,,,/.,;,,7r.>5;„™«7,„.,,.,/,J;;",.^; 

S. P,™ „i »■'' •"'"":.' , " IV,' r.l, ,v, rr.,./r .;„ ,r« ,r,/o„ ,,„/; ;„r ,9.„„ j ;„ ,„„^ „• „■„ 

/.A .,.,, i, n.r«/( «4m^.;r..j., ,„i„ /, „„^ia M,i <*,,/.„, i,„ ,„>■/,„.,/ ,„.„„;„ ,„, ' ,, 

y;n.».t.,r. „«„„WwWic;jr/;( /iff, •!»/..;,■. X",;;?, »nr j«/, 

7 Thivwibpyeare more plainly , if weconfiderthei,e..,inni,>;.s of manic 

h r"M ■"■•a''"'^'"8''''"''°''^''^F"^-^cdedfr.Vm,heVW 
K.., ,„,, < harme of this moft glorious Virgin.by thofeof u horn u e CkI ft lo re" ^ 
u,ac.. Mwe may gather,that thclike hath hapned to others, of « ho e here L 

luucbttn foandcdby her help, and continued by hcrainftance. 
4 WehnJ vpmuccord that wl,enthe,iuient& noble Order ofihe Char- 
.crhoHfe-Monks wa< hrlHoundcdin./.,W/ ,:„a,,ieihinj,vvm o^^^^^^^^^^^ 
aK^Milhharholielnmtmc. byinlH.ationof.: eDiiKl.S 

"r ^'■"- to/ib'T ''"'" '""i"r ■^'•'■™' '■'■"" ''-" . whip ; .X 

^- pl.:^i:rHq^-:.:^^ 

'rir''"'^'?^'^ "•'"'''?'••''" '"''^''■--f'''^P'« "hey woe 
Tr d K\..n Il,„ "• "*' 'r'' 'r'^tc-fGodhaduiken root in their 

inthenameofAt^,, r '. r 

al« ayes ' o ecu I V:r'r'''!'"\"''''^'' ,'-'- "">'lHr ofGod should 

l.chadVpoke,,lc „<^ 1'^^'''^ 

.heirhar,,erca conlirn,; ' 'T ^■»"';'»^'» ">" "f 'heir (ight , but left in 

>heold nJ,,': n.A pl^^L A '"y:^''"^!'"" "'''''"S "Sdoub, but ihat 

anda^r.u„c,.cloVouMt,J^r/'^ 

'"jtoBult. l-ottUeyiuuc not only p<;rH,uetcd,ii,Iasdayii» 

tliil' 



d;inbmaricplacc , butmadcit very famous, and trom thence forward 
cncrcafai cucr in number and opinion of lanetitie. - - r ii 

5 Wc may fay the fame of the oY/.rc/.. 3f..^., the Fmrnders of vvluch 
Order were tvvo : .v. , obnr , that began it , and i. i^;r.-r^ th« augmented 
nnd cncreafed it.Whofocucr hathread the Works qf .r. Birnar^l , or heard 
anic thill" of him , can make no doubt , but his Order was.cxcecdm| 
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that she apiuartd to|his mother, \\liilc she went with chiW of hnn and 
holding a gold-ring in her hand,rpakc thus vmo her ; EopaUis (for fowas 
hcrname) Iwdrjiouirtl^Loy ihouj^oefiwith.fomylellwhhthn nui. When 
she awaked, she rcflcaed vponit'with exceeding iov, and that ^he 'night 
hcihcmorcallhrcdofit,thcr.ime ViHon appeared vnto her the lecond 
time , and by the cucnt it proueU true. For the Efpoufals-wcrc his Entring 
into Religion , and his Vow of Chailitie the ring. Of the C-rwr/ir- 
Jr,.in\\c rc.ulc-,thai while they were petitioning Pope Honor ht* the Fourth 
to conHrmc their In/liiuic , our J^lcllal Ladie appeared vnto hnn in the 
nighi-timc, and b.u! him entcrtaiiicthe petitioners and their petition U- 
iiourably , and yeald to thiir rcqucO. 

6. The Order of the Sntain t.s principally dedicated to the fcruicc of our 
Bltllcd I..idic,and bcarcth her name. Tiicir beginning was ihus:Thcy w ere 
a kindofSodaliticor Congregation gathered togeather in her honour. In 
one of their meetings vpon the feall of l»er AUiunptionjU'liilc iliey were at 
thtir prayers , moiied by a voice from iicauen, tliey al forfooke the world, 
and vowed thcmfelucs to the feriiicc of Gcd,and particularly of our Blcllcd 
Ladie, in the manner they had already begun-, and are called Strunts , as it 
were, heripcualferuants. Somefeauen yeares after our B. Ladie appeared 
to cuerie one of them feuerallv in the nighr,acccompanicd w ith a great and 
glorious troup of Angelsj she had inoneiiandarullct FLibit, in the other a 
Uooke open,tommanding them euer after to weare that Habit vndcr that 
Rulc.whichsheHiyd was s.^«c'f/^'"'*. When it was dav, they almettogea^ 
tiicr.and related the Vi/ion whicii they liadhad,and rclolued, to the excef- 
(mc contentment of their foulesjto do as the B.Virgin,andQm;en of J leaucn 
had conjmanded them. 

7.Butthat wJiichis recorded to hauc hapned to J. nom/m'ci^ concerning liis 
ovvnc Order, andtlie Order of ^•,/ r^wa- toi;eaiher,is more memorable then 
anic ofthc reft. Wl»ilc he was one night in his prayers in S. Peter's CJiurch 
>n A;<wr,aithctin:c wheniicwas framing in his mind fuch a tourlirpf life, 
he thought hefiw the llcauens open , and that Chrift our Sauiour with an 
angrie& Hriecountenancc flood vp,threainingthc worldwjthlhtee darts 
*"athch.nlinhishad,thjConc,todcftroy theproudc, thp couetous people, 
Witluhcother.&thofe that were lafciuiouHy giuc,wichthcthird:& nobo- 
diedid oppofehinifeifagainftjiis wratJijonly the B.V.Mplhcf ofmercie^fal- 
jfing downe at his feet , befeechcd lum to (pare thofc who he had rc4ecmcd 
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withliisprctioiisbloud. And when Clirilt made nnlwcr , th.it I^. 
required, that (o great oricnccs should be no Ioniser left vnpunishcd she 
replied, that she had fomeoFherferuants , that would willingly bclW 
ihcir labour to reclaim«tlie people, and bring them to pennancc Our I 
Sauiour appealed with her Ipeccliev, dehrcd to fee rlicmi -i'' J she brougiir 
forth S". /^<;/m>//c/(himrclf( tliatfawtiie Vilion) and S. Franm.S.Dooutk 
lud ncuer fccn S. Fr.vxn before •, yet nicciing him by chance the next dav 
he knew him by that which he had fcen thc^iight before , ai.d enibractJ i 
hnn with much aflcaion , as his brother and companion in fo great i 
work ; and related vntohim,what he had fcen. And they often found by 
the eik(^h her fpecialfauour towards them, and particularly in Pope // 
««rr«////; the Fourth his time. This Pope was, I know not vronwU 
ground, auertcd from than, and had by his IJreues reftrayi.cd them of 
their I acuities and priuilcdges. ThcFiiars had no other means of redrcFc 
but by recouric to hcaucn; and among other deuoiions they had appointed 
to fay the Litanies. One day therefore , while tliofe of S. /...,,;,,[; OrJr 
were faying them in their church at H*,.r, one of the friars Tw our fi' 
I.ad.e ianding vpon the aJtar u ith her Sonne, as it were pittying the cafe 
ot the I nars, and their grief and teares which they shed bitterly ; and 
turning to her Sonne repeated thefe words diners times , as it is in the Li- 
tanic.: no""-. /'..<.;,■>«/. ,/;f;„. Notion^ after. Pope tnnn.m , Jyjng vpon 
Jus death-bed at v^rr.shewcd liirnfeirvcry penitent , and IneaLnethofc 
wordsoUhe PfnJmc( .^r/.,^„,,/. J..W.</,^,^^.^;„.;,, .J^,^^^^ 
^v^f?eMwn likr-i lf»chr ) bcgauc vp thcghoft.. ^ 

8 The B. Virgin shewed tlie like fauour tothc Monks of Mount-Oliun 
a pLue in tahc ) vpon their beginning, lor the three gentlen,en of Su,u. 
who were the hriUoundersofthat Order, agreing vpon a courfe , J 
ninnu: relort, ng tothem by reafon of the hoiic .ife they lead , there vvanteJ 
iiotthofethatinformedthe Popeagainfhhem ( who liued then at.^... 
n'ou ) asnevv-fnglcrs. Wherupon he cited them before ium ; but dealt 

While they were vpon their returne into Italie, our B. Ladic Mother of 
C.odappearedtotheArehbl.hop,attendedvvithaoreatnu^niberof^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ex. 8'""'"""'""^'"""'»'''^' Rule vndctthe protection of our B. 

t,l!K"'"'ir"""''^'"r''"'^'"'"'"'"»"«t°tl'f Order of S (/,>rw, 
•inil ihctvetl taiioiir towar J* them Tliiu->r,l-r k-, • c • """""i 

«tt»"icirrotnRtcourfcofUfei for sho«ly ,l«^ »l,ouiJ ftc.t CpU 

fwrcAnd 
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ftirre and ncerc» and tiiar at that were of chat Order Oiould be her particular 
iciuants, Wcrewith they were iully lltcngthned in iheji firll pnrpofc , and 
the .• olc Order of thcm,vfc(h bcfidcs 1 heir other garments, a white coaic to 
ihisuay.ioteftifie thai tiuy belongto(his Virgin. Th f ' 

10 I nally, wemiyrcckoiioiu.Socctitof 1 esys in ihii number. For firft j_ of**^'*' 
5./^«.i//«>oiii FoiMiJcr .wasccrtaiiily acicaiurcof this B. Virgin. For wciuyj. 
xcacicolhim, that while he w^syeta fecular man inhis fathet's houfe , /lie 
8(1 r^tcdvnto hin) very gloiious , and Hood fome time b(furchim^ at which 
fiv;')t and fomefptech which he had with her , he was quite changed into 
ai other manjand not long afitr ht vowed chaflitie in her honour. After wards, 
w'lcnhe wasiefolued toput himfelf vpon afpiritual wattare, he began it in 
hit Church at Mow/ir/rrr^iif, Handing as it were Sentinel al night , before her 
alrar ( after tlic manner of fomc ancient Knights, when they wcte Hrd inllaU MafTf.r. 
led) to giiie and dedicate himfcUw holy vnio her. Wheu fore ai he that fiis the viulnc.ti 
kernel, fet$ the tree j fo whenthe B. Virgin brought fotrh f^n.ttius , flic 3* 
brought vs al forth , and our whole Order, as being conta) ncd in him, a& the 
polUiicicof^Z»r-f/;.rw,inhi$ loyncs. Which once was (iicwcd vnto a Piitll of 
outO»det,an»nof great fandlitie, by name, JW4r//» Giutiots^ a Spaniard, 
>\ ho had manic things reutaledvntohim jandamongth.eieil .as he was ira- 
uelling through Fr4«ff, he rid by a chappie of our Ladie , and it was giuen 
Jiiiii(ovnderlbnd,thathc was to die within eight dayes^ and Itfelout fo jfor 
being taken bythcHercticks* and very hardly vfed, he died in ihcir hands. 
To eiiii man.l lay,ihc B.Virgin related manie things, and amongothcrs, this 
whichconcerncsvs al.Ona time Ihc appeared before him in vcfie comelie 
falhion and ftatute,and her gaiment or hukc was fprcad out into a great com- 
palff , andvndec it wasout whole Socictie, which (lie cheiiOicd as anioihtr, 
and did proted it,a$ it wete,with t hat garment of her grace and lone. 

ii.Whercfore.fcing alKeligious Orders doe hue vndcfihcprotiAion of this 
B Virgin (as appeareihinoil maniledly by the examples and rcafons hcei TYtVnytx' 
fetdowne ) wt h.uc great caiifc to reioyce » and congtatulate one anothtt, ^^^ ^^J?"'^ 
tiiai wihaucihcfclflame Prouaticc and Q^^cn on eaith, which t'ne CIclletl ^*ljjj^°"' 
haueinheaucn.For what can wc want liuii'g vnder her pioi<6ion , fcing 
ihetc isnomifchiif which flic is not fltor.g enough to pttfcruevsfionr , nor 
anic good thing which her prayers and incriis are not able to obta ne ? For 
whcias two things arc required in a man that wil dtje good to arothcr»powir, 
and wil todoeit, both are fo great and certain in this B. Ci.'(( ik , thar nothing 
canLcdifiredmorciherpower ,tofay inone wordalihailanbc fayd , is al 
one \\ ith her Sonne's : oily he hath it by natuie , flie hath it by grace and 
comn^unication Andasloi lur good wil and inclination to doc good , who 
car> think woitl ily enoughol it, (eii)g it is fonccrly vnitcd wuh the Uiuinc 
infinite gnodnt 8. and wholvabfot} land drowned in it ? Infomuch that s. irt"^"*/, 
Bo7>.fr^(;.yththusof hi-r: j/>f 7f//;f Unteneojht.tutn^ shv is wtrctful .finally J*,, jr^,]^* 
il)t is thv moti.er oj tit only' be^otttn Sonne ffcoJ. ^ml nothing c*n {0 much cow- 
fnemhhe^re.ifnes of htr foyvir and c»otlnesy^nl(lfe we btleeueihAt the Sonne of Cod 
»oth n»r Ttffttl his molhef\ or maledouht^U^fl the boVftls of the B. rtr^tu Til.trte, 
*tft t.ot tram formed into aUhdr it ahle^fjcl} ion \ chart e itjelf. Tchiih is of (7«df 
hdkin^cori'oratlj re Ihd in.' ben* for ntnt m^naht. Which faying of S. b^rnarJ 
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cx:.ndcchtoalChriftiins .biidctvifcc » how flic doihcxcrcifcboth power 
and good wil pacticulirly towards Kcllgious people. Of her power wc rcade 
ararccxap.)i>lcinihcCiuomcicol s, F,,wcisW\iOidct. /-rooiKof ciic fpccial 
conipanii>aiol S Ft4ri:,i,iaw oucdiy , asii were vpon a great playne.Chtill 
coining to mdgc the world. Multitudes of men and women were gathered 
thither, tlic AagcU founded their trompcts , and there were r wo great iaddctj 
which reached downc from heaucn to thccacib , one red, another white- 
vpon the ted ladder Chrilk leaned . with a fcuerc and angtie countenance. S* 
Frdncis rtandiuga litlcbelow him .beckncdtohis Brethren to come vp con- 
fidently chat ladder , for that our Sauiourinuited them , and would hauc iifo. 
\v irrcfore mime rapnc vp hadily , but quickly fel downe againc , fomc fioiij 
tiu- third, lorn J(pn;hc fourth, foiiefipm the tenth, fomc fto<n the higher 

ilc|.|.cs , and ihinc when ih:y wcrcalmoft at the top. At which S. F^^flnJvvll 
uonJcrUliyloiic, but yet bad them take courage, and runne-vp the other 
wince ladder , .01 ihvrc was no danger at al. When ihcy catnc to ic . they faw 
on n. Ladic leaning vpon the top ol It, beholding eueric one of them with a 
louingafpca. and helping them, and cntcrtayning eueric one of ihcm, fo 
that they al got very e:i(i.y into heaucn ; which doth fuflkiently flicw^hcc 
power, 

II. Hcrgoodncs is as admirably cxprefT'cd in 1 he H^florie of the Cifcrcidit 

. Order. wl)c»c AC find recorded.that one ^rj»4/,/Mj, a vcrv holic man wai 

, oneday labouring in the harueU, among the reft of his Brethren ; and bccaufc 

of his old age, he was bidtolcaucofr,ind tcfthimfelf-, fbhefat downc fomc. 

whac troubled at ir . and behold he h vv fuddainly a coinpan.c of women mar. 

ching downc a hd that was hard by ;ihcy were al clad in whirc . and one of 

them went bcfoic , much talict and favrcr then ihr reft , and coming with htc 

rctmue to the Iciuants of God , the embraced cucric one of them very JouinRly 

anJkidcdthcm.andwipedthcracatandduftoft'rhur browej . with. he' 

JinnentowelswluchtwooMhccompaniebroughtuiihihcm:«nd(liejKii. 

/ led thofemoft, which laboured hardcft. r,eynJcUs beholding it , bcuanto 

tiilputc with himfclf and u ondcr , u ho thefe women might be , that' were 

io bold with the Religious men, Inyondal older & cuftomc. Anda venerable 

m.in appeared Handing by him. wliotold him. that iht whom he faw was the 

Mother of God, w.tn otha bided Virgins , and ftiecameto fee her harucft- 

oik. for fo hecahedcnem.Th.i was the vifion wli.ch l^e^naU^s Uy^ i 

crcll .though iheyfaw.t no wih.hcireves, ya doubtlesthey felt itia 

heirfoulw, and m the mcreafeof corporal ftrength. and patience, and ji 

cauetihe fwoetnes am.dft that pay nful labour ; vn hereby we vndcrftand.tlm 

tl.ojghwccannocfccw.th ojr eyes the .nanic fauours which this Blcrfed 

Vugujdoth vs . yetwc rcccauc min:c and often, in al places andfcafons, 

<l>ccullvma labour atiiipayncs which wcvtidcrgoc for her bcloucd $om 
out5aaiouc I bsy $, 
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The two Afid twent tech fr nit : That the prayers 
9/ Religious people are e$Jilj hard* • 

C M A p. XXXV. 

\ T fcmayneth that wc fpeakc of another fruit of 
- Keligion , to wit , that thcprayirsof Religious 
I people arc fo grateful and cfliCiual m the fight of 
God, that thiy eafily obtaihe whaifoeuit thcv askc, 
as in rcalon and by daylic iX|Scriu'<i \vt ma find. 
A woit liethingdoubiles in al nuns C)cs,anda ^o 
(.xtttdiiigpiofitabtc.tobe rhusgraiious vvnh our 
foiuraii^nt Lord and King. For tovfe ihi wealth 
ai tl I c wirol ont that isOnmipoiciUiak hisowne, 
is in a minner to bi Omnipotent. In thewoikl it isifticmcd logical a thing 
t6 hauc thccarc of a Ptince,tl);;t eueric one dot hdi fire it andltiiutfoi i jwhat 
mjif it then needs be, to bcfoliigh inihi fatout ©fGod , as tohaueatcclfc 
vn:ohim as it were by right, andbcfo confidci t.as toaske. and fopowctlul, 
as toobiaync.anic tiling at hisiiands ? This tiicttiorc ihat is foprofi able ,and 
wiihal fo inglily honourable, a Religious eftatc among other cotiioditiet doth 
bring vn'.ovs lor wcm.iy iuftly makcaitonnt . ihat oiii Lord fayih thus to pf f (,■ ,f, 
em tic one of vs : / .tm thy J drjaotl ^th.n h^nr hmrf'.f the out of tie Ltnd of 
A'.f^fi \npenthymouihwi(ifdien,MHii I w'll fl tt, Tne louc whi(!h God hatfi 
Jhcu cd v$ in bellowing fo great a benefit vpon vs. as to bring v< oi t o. the land 
tf^i*ypt, thatisou ofthe world , leauing fomanic behind in Jv mileiics 
tluTo.' , doth make v$ confident thciof.The obedience alfoo! a Rclgous 'nan, 
hcarktingtoflc voycc< IGoJ.mfo gicat a matter, doth fecfi.t to licftiiie i ^ Ro»"i<>»* 
arid manic other canks there bi',vvhytiiat ii finit goodnes.w! oisr/LA/t-ir^r^/i 
a! rh.ft r.tl -ypon him ,iUo\}k\ f>articulaily doc Religious people ihisfauonr. 

2. The I'lophet n.miJ giueth vs one fpccial rcafon lothink fo. when he Pf j; »*• 
fa-.ih : Thrryrsofouy J ord .t}e')ponrhe iitff ^ jtrKUni f.irti ynfo tl'fir j r.r, in. And 
apaine : //e-)rilffor rl e^Vll of/hjfr ihdi jrtire him • And hf4>e ihnr ir.t^i. Now ^^' '♦♦ '^ 
where Ismoielurtice and leare of (;od .then inthatSate.w Ir Jib re.i(oi) of 
this fcarc hath betaken itfell, as it wcre.intoacaftlcof lullici ?lor r« wi may 
cal RclI{;ion,in regard it fcmoueth vs fo fatre from al occafiOns of hine , ai.d 
the Diuels from hnitmgvs, that it is in a manner haider todoetui , tlun gt>oJ; 
lHc^'0\N cr of doing euil. is (o frken from vs. 

J Another rc;ifon proper oRiligious pcople,isPoucrii«',orwli'cl. iht U\w CnA lira*' 
^iophtifavih:^M>- UrdbithheArd the de fire of the fmre 'y God h.tih It/rdthi pir fetn ihc 
t'VM lonofilehhMt'f, So that God doh preuent the players o' thole thai at poo'c. 
'»'ulv,rhat is volmuari'y.i'oorf .and heaic their veric thoughts and defifcs 
bcforethey vft(r rhtni in pi.y. I • I fay, oftlofe that ate vo)un»ati1 ' pooi j ^f ?• ^■•' 
fofthcrcbcmaiMe wl olc h uics andchtfts aietniptie and pt ne , but their 
rtimd i$ ricii , bccaufc it ontrh and d'.liicrh lichcs. Tne Puree;, of ijie 
^V'otid, that incafutc things by tlicii fairc out'fidc , fauou/ i ofc moil, 

Z ij ilut * 
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ilut aic rich and powciful-jpoofc people haue no acccfTc vnto them , ihr* 
wtl not fo much as loo kcvpon then). God dcalcihafret another manner, in4. 
I Jinittctli ihofc chiefly to his ptefcncc.and gramcih ihcir tequcfts.thai for hit 
louc appcarc na kcd before him » and arc bare oft! human fubftance. And hovr 
cafiii be other wife, but thai his infinitgoodnes andmcrcic should dcale libe. 
rally with iheni , who hauc been fo liberal towards him , and grant iheni anic 
tiling , that haue giuen him a) they had , and al they were in poflibiliticto 
hauc ? Far heer that tule takes placc.which himfcIF prefcribed to hii libetali. 
ties : W/m/ tvt.tJHrey9Hwe,i]urt , sh.d ht mtafmed tiodt'ne to yon \ yea in mori 
plentiful manner , to wit , a infajHre prtj^ed , ^nd fha^rntos^eaiher, atidotw 
fioVPirio , they wil^ine infyour bojotm. And if this be the reward of that whkh 
vvc bellow vpon our neighbour , what may we cxpcd for that which wo 
bellow vpon God? A third reafon is, Humiliiie \ whciof we find writtcn,tliac 
the payer o/fciw thnt l)imbiethhttujtlj\ <ioib pierce the cloTvdes ; and inanoihct 
place : T / ord had reo.iyd to i he / ruyer oftht hunihle^ and did not reiefl their tr^g* 
ers. Now there be t'vo forts ot" Hinnilitie : the one lalleth for a while only, 
at for tiic time uc arc at our prayers-, which humiliiie is fo forcible to ob* 
taync what wc dclirc.that it is in a iiiannei al in al,as wcfind by the cxamplcof 
^chJ/^ that wickcdkini;. who notwithRanding his wickedne« , no foonct 
hu.iiblcd himkif m the figlit of God.as the Scripture fpeakeih,biit he obtained 
whjt hcwoiiUl.VV.iercforcifthis kind of humilitiebe folorcible.astomakc 
finncrs hauc a fiuourabie hearing before that foueiaigne ludgej ceitainly the 
Juiin ii ie whicii is tobcfren in al our aftions, and io the verie manner of our 
life. and the whole extent thevof, mult needs be farre more tflfcdual to giuc the 
1 uft a inorc fauourable audicncejl fay the luimilitic bfihc courfc of lite, wh«« 
in Religious pooplcliuc , w lichdoih not only barrcalpompe and Hate, but 
placcih vj in the lowcft place, among the poore.fubicd toeuctic bodic, which 
inaworldJie eye ij a great flaueric, though in veric deed it be the greattll Ii. 
bcrtic, and tobc preferred bf fore kingdcmcs. 

4. A fouiticaufcis that, which wefindinthcPfalme: Delightinouv lord, 
itudUnulgt.int thee the deftrt of thy hjrt \\vh\c\\ is the proper occupation of 
Religious people. Toey h lue debarred thcmfelucs of al other delights , a$ of 
marriage, tl\ilUicn, riches, and fuch as rich men vfe, as hawking, and hun- 
ting , banckcts , playcs , ttatclic buiklings , rich attire , and the like : and in 
iUcdofthem, tiey haue placed al their delight in God. wliomthey enioyby 
praver.iucilitation, and reading, and manie other wayes. Tncilate ititit hcl- 
prtf.tSemhecri.i •, for being fpiriual. and vn holy dedicated to the feroict of 
God, itgiuerh.hcmnooccanonof drfiring or askin , at)ic thing , but that 
w;uchis fp.iitu.l and periiy.iinj to his fcruice i which m.kes thai.Godil 
the motceafily inclined. o'carcthnn, bccanfcwhcn he hearkneth to tluin 
m thcic thing;, he h-atrncih to hirnfclf^and deales for his ownc honouc 
and benefit j fo niuch doih h i^n.ott to hauc the emercoutfe with God, 
which Rclii;ious people h .uc, and to dealc in oncand the fame buru.es:fo that, 
tnat winch IS good 01 il for the one » is good or il foi ihe other. Aswhcna 
Icruant deales tor his maiDer , whatfoeuer he doth in ih.it kind , and whalfoe- 
ucr he askrti, n.^ mailler, conccrncs his maiRer more then himfcif j and il hil 
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5 . And doubtles t hefc realbns are very forcible) to moue the infinit goodncs 
ofGodtogiuevsa fauourabic hearing, yet there be two other things which 
inmy opmionarc more forcible then anie of thcteft, towi^ the denial of out 
ownewil. andthe vnionand charitie which is betwixt vs. As concerning 
thcfirll .thel'rophct F.Jny anfwcriug thecomplaynt which fomedid make, 
that God did not hearken to their prayers, nor their fafls, nor their (tares. 
fpeaketh in this minncttSeholdiinthe iLtyofyottrfdpin^^yottrownerwtl it founds 
andpromireththcmmorcouer.thatifilicyforgoe their ownc'wil , Thet$ ycH 
sh.tl cal '\f»n our I ord^ /tnd he W// he^reyou j )o« ihdl crye out^ and he Vfilfayjo^ I 
Am bet) jand he hath rcafo in it For as it were an vnciuil and vnreafonable thing 
among friends, for one to defirealwaycsio haue his ownc wil.aod neuer to 
doashisfriend would hauc him, in regard that in friendHiip ihcremuftLc 
cqualitie»and that which plcafeth one, muft pleafc another, wiiereby thef 
cometoihat confidence amorg ihemfelues, that they mty freely aske.and 
rakebyautho(itic that which is 1 heir friend's: In like manner, in the friend- 
ship that is betwixt God & vs, nothing doth make him morefriendlie towards 
vs , I hen the icligning of our wil to him in al rhings , great and fmal. And who 
is there that doth pradifc thisrefignation andconfoiinitic more pet fc^ly, and 
n'.orcconllantly, then.P.cligJous people ? wl»o by the Vow of Obedience, 
hauc quitecutott'thcir ownewil, and in place thctof, ingrafted in their harts 
the wil ol God? So that (in that meafure that there can be right and equitie 
bctwixtGodand man) a Religious man may in a kind of iullicc require of 
God, that feiug he in al t hinga doth the wil of God, God wil do his wil in fomc 
; thing tha; conccrncs alfo his feruicc. 

6.0f vniticand fraternal charitie wcshal not need to fay much , feing wc 
ihaueihcpromifcofour Sauiour in thtfe woids : Ijay "^mo you ^if tyvo 0} )ott 
^C^ree'\/one4rrf> , oj whdijoener thinj^thcy ihA Mikjt , it ihdl be done "^mo thetn hy 
my Father th^tii in he.titen. If therefore it goby conlent , what greater confenc 
can there be- then among Religious people , among wiiom al things are com- 
mon ? and what agreement can he more durable then theirs, who are hukeJ 
togeathcr Ly fo indillolublc a tyc , as be their Vowes i So that their prayeri 
muft needs be more grat fnl , and more iffieacious in the Cght of God, both in 
regard of the vcrtue itfclf of Charitie , which cannot but be exceeding pleafing 
to God, who himfelf is Charitie, andfor the participation, which, as I fayd 
before, is betwixt them , and the communion of al good works, which makcg 
euerie one of them more gratful, and more powerhil with God, appearing in 
his fightjinueflcd with the merits and good worksof al the reft ,Wc rcadc tTat 
S.Domittii/^onc day did fi akly cofefle to a certain Priour of i he C tl/ercisnOidcr, 
thatwashisgreatfriend,thathcneutraskedGodaniething which was not 
grantedhiiTu which the Priour wondiing at , fayd vntohim: AikI why then 
do von not askc that God wil make C o»r4^M; the Dutchman enter into your 
Order ? which Co,ir.tduiWU atihattime, one of the learnrdf> men of Chrif- 
icndome, s» Dentin f^ anfwered , it was a hard matter, but yei hcdid not 
BJirttulUbut if he should askeit , God would grant it him. And thervpon 
continued al that niv;ht at his prayers •, and behold , early in the morning, ( on- 
TAdus came to their Church , cafl himfelf at liie fecte of S, Dovnniih^, begging 
^0 be ^cceiued into his Order j and was rcccaucd , to the great iov an J 
, Z. y ailoniihmcnt 
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afloniihrncnt of cueriebodic. Al bookcsof Hiftoric andDcuotionarefulo^ 
the like cxamples,andtHcrc is not almoU the Hfc ofanic Rtlij'Jous pcrfon, maft 
or woman , wntceu, \% Jk rin wc shal not find t'lai t hey hauc obtay ned of God 
manic gccat things, eithctaboucthccoaimoncoutrcof naiurc,whicharcihc 
more remarkable or natural and ordinaric, which were vfual with thcn),but 
kiii 5 >^t I^'llc no cd , and manic nor noted at ai. • 

SchoUflti- 7. Andiiic tKinks . thcUllcr ihc thingf be which they askeand obtainr 

•* the more adiuirablc is ilic i»oodnes of God in condcfcendmg in them to their 

f)r3yci$ and dc fires •, ofwli ch kind sscitade of.V. 5w/.'o//f///..r . that n)cftli6 
Jcr pravcrs , and God lent a veiyx;rcat raync, 16 Iby S. Peneihff,w\\o\\ii 
tifAqmn her Liotliir,al one night uiilj her. And J. 7"A«»w<4 o/.y^Y'''''» '°"8'"g ^or fome 
%.\ruacii, beltings, when he was fiik, he fent him fome, \hbiich al that time they 
were not in fcofon.And s. iran.is in his fickncs dcfiring o heaie fome Miifi'ck, 
an Aiigcl catiie in the night , and played to him in his ch unbcr vpon the lute. 
These i ttle ihin-^s, 1 fay, of which thcie be infinii inthc Saints Lines, doflu v\^ 
both h JWcaficCpdisinhcarkning to the prayers oFhis friends , and that 
he is firre more inclinable in greater matters, fpecialiy fuch as concernc our 
owiic follies , and o'.hcts good,ai more bcfceming his grcatnes. In which 
rv(j)ed V. lohn chryjofiont fay»h , chat Keligious peoplcarc not only beneficial 
tixhunfchus, but to whole Citties and Coinmon- wealths jand gioetli ihii 
aJinon.tion: Wiicn thou fcell a man outwardly but meanly clad , y(t inward- 
ly adorned witii vcrtuc , contcmne nor that which thou fecft outwardly, 
bjt fixe tliy eyes vpon rhc riches of his foule and inward gloric.Bkllcd Ht!i4 
was fuch , when he had h'< goat-fkin only about him j and yet \^(h.tb in i\ 
Ills robes , (lood in need of his gqai-skia. Behold tliMcforc ^f(b4b's mifctic, 
pudi/(//rf;h:stichcs. 

A companfon between tbtfiate of a Kcltgtous nim^ > 
and d Secular La- -man, 

C II A p. xxxvi; 

y Ythcdifcoaeriewhichwchaucmadcof the fruits aud tiianit'old 

ittejiiiies of a Religious lifcwe may w thoiit much labour , ealily 

l^.jjjv'idfifbnd.hcwfarreircxcellcthalofhcrcourfcsoflife, whichbc 

■-.-*T^ i" t.'ie world, for as ir.uch as comcirneia thcprofi ablencs of It , and 

thceafincs of a tayning to faluaiion by it, Tiiccourlcs w lichniay (land ii» 

Cf»mparifon witli it,are thefc : T.'ie Hate of a Lav man, of a Clcrgie man , of I • 

Biniop.andofavSol.tiriclifciindofcueric oncof th m we wildifcourfc a -part. 

AMd(obct;invvithiheloucll , w'.iich isthclUteof a L.y-man» thcd ffcrtnce 

certainly bet wixt it and a Ktligious coui fc.is very pjcat and plainc , and inm/ 

o>)inionca'.Jctitlv cjiprtllcdbvotu Sauiour jnthcPaiableofrhe great fuppcr,' 

fionwliiJt(andf.ointl»creruicc ofGod fignifycd I y it ) three things did 

with Mold lilt ^jcftsdat were inutted i to wit, I h^uebiufhm fame: 1 h*Ht 

tmtoUt fiftryoik,^ /•»r» ; / /. t,evf> lUd 4 wi/r. Vndcr which three hwds fhc^ 

OiaJnsvvifcdo.HcduiliUutfl/cu^^chendalthffcueraUiadci andoccupa«ior»t* 

an4^ 



laM 



k"- 



"^ OP A RtiL IGlOVS STATt, Li\f, /. C 4^. XXXF l, l8j 

tindfifliions of liuing, which arc fo diners in a Secular life. And foi. M^broje Z'^*^'^ 
iloih vndctlhnJ it , adding that our Saui©«r in this Parable doth teach v$, that ^ ^,"^"' '" 
wc mull foifakeal carthlic things, becaufc neither he" , that trading in infe- . 
riourthuigs , purchalcih eauhlic polUfTions for himfcif , can come latlic 
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kingdomcofhcaoenilinccour ?»:iu\owx(l\C^\ Sflycha thonh^il^andfolio'W ttti *'• 
nor'he that buyeth oxen, (ting ///{.rn; killed thofc which he had, and diuidcd " 
them among the people ; and lie that iiath wedded n wife, thinks ol the things 
oftltis world, and not of anie thingbeloogingto God, not that Marriage is 
condemned but becaufc it is greater honour to be iiuire. (or the vnmairicd „ 
wr^manjand the widdowthinkcth of that which is of God , how ihc may be „ 
holieinboJicandinfpirit.Tiius f.ittc V. .Xtithroje, Audlti vsconfidera little 
more particularly thck bonds 6l hindrances, io which al Secular people arc 
iruangled, fome in one kind, fome in another, 

1. Thcdangcrsanddommagcsofthefirft of thefc impedlmens are fidy ^ •^"^''/J'*' 
cxprtllcd by s, ^ft»nj}ifi in theft w ords: By buyin;^ afMyme We ItnJerjland the Jt' Domn'i. 
p>eof(onm.tii(!\for i* is v.fiurMlIy plenfin^ lohdue 4J*rmt^to be mM^er ofJ9mtthmz% The dan- 
10 hune other weti finder "V'.f, dnd to be Lor(i,yf it-iV^htK "V/Vf,4^</ thefirjUfal Vna \ p' "^ ^^'. 
for thffirff vuti Would needs be l.ord^ lec4u^e he WoMbAUe m lord, W/m/ is to he "'^'*^"' • 
J f'>d,biii fobe in one's oWne I'oyceri But there is .f^re.iter poWer» let ^i Jubwit ottr *• 

jfliics "^ntoir ,th.ft vfe may he jaff. l\y which rpeechof^.>f//^,wc vndcr 11 id both 
the njilehicf which is in ambitious fee '; ing to bearc rule Sc fway amO;.; nirn,dc 
the happincs of Religious people, that ate.accordingtohisaduire.fo \ nft/Uy 
fubie^ (o God,& bound to his fcruicc by the indidoluble bond ol t !;tir V^owcs, 
J.crf0rt,i« doth of; cdifcourfc of the fame digtrous (late, in which thcv hue that 
arc pollirflcd with an ambitious fpiritjand indeed there is no vice which he doth 
rnorcearncn y iiuitigh againO. then this, and particularly vpon tl'.ofc words of jaO,,. ,^^ 
nolic loh-Whoj.iyh to thth^in-'. f{ene^.ite\iind eJleth the U4d(rs^wicl{td\hcg\\iQt\\ S.Grtg. ' 
v$ to vndcrflandihrfc thing?, for which honour and prefeimcnt is iuHly to be *"""■ ^i *•' 
feared. Full btcaufe, when l.onour and ambition haih once taken a man in the '*' 
head,ht brtal.eth with al iulliccand honelHe,andtrampleih it vndcr fcor. rht 
jinnes>j4yfh S'.Crerone wl Kh^ie d'mtttedQut of defire of cdm.tnd^Mt ewiihoMt num- 
btr. Second y , the vcnedidieof precedcncic. isofitfelfagreailault , though 
there be noothei (innt mingled with iti& in this fenfe SAiirnorie takcth thofc 
woidiiWhtjajthtoihelJuf :l{(he^.tie\ bccaulccucric gouetnont (I'ayih he) 
doth fal into ihc/inneof Apolbcic, as cfftnas delichted vviih liie ct)n.mai»d 
he hath oner othtrmtn, hepleafcthhimfilfin that he is fingularly honouia- 
'Dlf. The third danger is by rcafon of the great charge w!.ich lic.h vpon 
him that is in honour, if either he help not his fubietfts to liue orderly and 
wel, or, which iswoifc, thcvbc perueitcdby ilexamplej wliichijtiucaurc, 
{n s, O'r/'^fir/fiiittrprctetl ) w I y Godcalliththe leaders ^ wii^cd , becaufc 
('•»ytlihc)thc leader is wicked vvh >llraycih ftomihepathoftrutJi,&: running 
headlong hinifeU, inuitcih his followers to a downe»fal. Arc not therefore 
they nioU mifcrable , that ncglcding a fnpptr fo plentifully fun. flied 
with al tlijt can be dcfired , call ihtnifciuci wittingly vpon fo n)ani« 
fmfchicisj In my opinion they arc not only muU wretchedly inifctablc. btic 
^rrani foolcs , that b^ing fo louingly and Irccly inui^cd to this Royal ban- 
f^^} 9 l^'Cjpttcd ftr ihein vyilhout anic labciMr ^/ coft of thfiri, wil raiha 
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Luy fuch afarmc , at fodcarc a rate. And wliai n^uft it coft ihcm , but 9' 
continuaUlaucric,an infinii care jfoliciiudc, and manic for rowii, whichii 
dcatc t then gold 01 friucr , ihcfc being cxi ctnal, th: oihct inicr nal, w hich goe 
loour vcryhari? 

J. Now let vicoRfidcrontlieoihcr fJdc, the quiet and peaccablcnesof t 
Religious life, free fcoin ambition, fitly txj'itlK 1 ir tfn Paiabic of a great 
(upper or biackc. For ina^rcat batickcithrce tiiini;s dot coi.ciurr : Rtft^ 
in rufingtiovv.>c at boaiJ •, delight , in pkii'.i.'iii ftcding i and pkalurc, incon. 
uctfation wit:, good coinpanic VVhac gtra ct qnici of mind can anie bodic 
luucjtlicna Ktligioiisnian, ihat bith forfakcnal , and dtfircth nothing in 
the world, but contents himfclf in God , fto.ii whom he is cfrt.tin , a$ the 
A ''oiXk Cpcsikcihy that neither things prrjent ^ nor fhin>s ro (ome » c^tn jciitr him* 
Wiiit foodcanbe more dtli^htfal, then rhtcoixcmplation of iuaucnlicfhinj^s, 
wbicli infinitljf plcafcihc palate of the fouK ? What butchci«intate,or fow.c, 
or delicate raucc,c.in bccomparcd with the dainties wind) Uom the luaucnlii 
banckct ofthc Btcllld, do bvfal vs t Which are yet made more fwect , by the 
fwccinctofthcco npanie offo manie of our Brethren andcopanions as mccie 
to.»cat her at t he banc kef . For as al meeting ol good companie logcai her is na- 
turally deiighful , mucli more the affemblie of (o maoie vcttuous men fo 
n^'.rly liiikc I to Oiic aio'.hcr.T lis is the bancket prepared for Religious men, 
an J their whole life time is a bancket, bccaufe as thcWifcmanrayth, /( I'ijt 
C9n(ue,i(t is aconini.t' ff.fic'ier, Ticyliuc without dan-rcr and anxioiufcarc, 
and With outthouglit of anic hard and troublefome bufines , as in al banc ken 
that wiiichisanic was'troiblefone, is of purpofe layd afidc. So that (he 
tovlefomc and dangerous bufinellostwhicli are incident to thofc that fpcndal 
thcit Iifc«Mmc in buying of fdrmes,i$ no way lobe coujpated wi h ihe |'lca- 
furcand fecuritie of a Religious life, 

4. Tliefccondrank ijofdiem.tliataie wholy fct vponyoake$ofoxcn,and 
Iucr«,and gaine, and traffic k , and encrtareorworldlic fubftance. A niifcrabic 
occi»pation.andtorpeakcthcttuth,a bafe kind of people , that fct their 
ihou'^hisfowholy vpon fo bafea ihingiindarc ihcrcfore iuftly compaicdby 
out Saiiiour to them, that bought oiren foe tillage, which is the meanclhiade 
of lite among the reft. For as thcythat gocto plouijh, labour and toyie in carth> 
and hauethcir eyes andtlicir minds continually looking downe vpon the 
earth jfo they that fcrapc wealth togeathtr,vvhatroeucr they trade i», handle 
■fiochingbute.ift'i , for in truth al is but earth , thor.gh people are foolifli!y 
taken with the outward feeming apparancc. And the dangers of finnc iic 
foinanie,ifi buying, and felling, and traffic king.that it is veiy hard to trade in 
anie thing without (Im>c .rpccial'y if onccamanbc portlffcd with the grcedic 
dcfircofgayne. So that it is mofleuident, ihit this kind of lift waich ftandl 
fvholv vpon greedincs of gaine , cannot be compared with a Kcligious life io 
anicihm;^ For that is alwayesrcftkfff,fi!loftroublt and care ; this is "« 
quier and peaceable, as hauine nothing to doc with things that aie fubicA 10 
fo uianie dunces , and by rcaion of thcm.doe breed exceeding trouble and dif- 
quiet. That is in continual hazard ofcicrnal death : this is altogeather fa.'c and 
without datiger. Inihatit iiirtrcniartcr to think of knit 'rpi ritual thing, 
^4 liandicih and takcih^clight in nothing els. 
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5. TUc iliirdtoitot p(oplc ate they that aicn);Miicd,ol the bonds of whu h 
f^aie though I hauedilcourfcd at large befo"ri , ilnsiliay Lc biitU) {^yd, .hat 
itisnontoiihcleafliiindtanccsforcoinin;; tothcbaiukcc , towhich we aic 
inuitcd. For il ihcriialol oxin, ami the dtfirt of wealth, were forcible enough 
to diucrnhemliom coming to tijc bonckct , what wil not niaiiagc be, which 
btHdcs the nectfljtie of getting wealth , brings manie o?hcr cares vpon a man, 
concerning wife,and ihiidrcn,andfamilic.and manic culm ihings that depend 
thctofiwliicliagaine breeds ignorai, eta. dfoigcifulncs of Ciod , andconfc- j^."/,*^' • 
qucnilyr chprontlU tofmne. V\ hcrvpon s, ^r>w«ir,7 comparing a Rclii'ious tudcouief 
Jife with t lie (tat e of (Hel 11s aiid inuiiird people, fa'th verv wel> ihat\rr allf- S l^cmaid 
hur lofMffe fhe^rt-.u .indfltinc^rtoiii ei<lf of tl.iiWurld ^ Imt With 4 (^rear d li'e of f«^r<lcj, 
flif.tilu.tnt,fcf .'njor.-je. rnUty i>.ijTr , 4< // were , in a ihip , TV'nt A is not wiihou' (^.in- ' 
Q^ir fhyrctjonoj tl>fcnnrinn.fl fe'ffejfs *nd jiorwrs ^ in which (as hcfpcai\eth) 
fcmilimrs they mount ^iftto heuiien^ it c.itw^ of (ftrinta! things , jometiwes they tie' 
fctnilcuen "Vnro hel , p-tjiiri« iiulitwent '\fenf.ifis ivfeyrt.il. f(eli^ioHi wenfr.ijfe by 4. 

hxid^t^ which is loth * slforter^ 4nd an e.ifie}\ And ,t {.tfcr cut, Ftn.tlly Secubr people 
ihithMHeentred ypon vunit^e^ .tnd earthde foffrJ^ionSy p.fife neither hybrid^e , nor 
sl.'ipho4rdyhuiw.tdc quite tl iourh\ adangerous anddifficulr palfage (fayih he) 
lot minding u hich way they may belt get through.U iseui;ient,that ir is dan- 
ger ous.btcaufe we fee manie perish in it toour grief.and lo k \\ to g«t thi oui.h 
asthcyoiigl.f, and it is very hard , fpecislly inthefe daycs , when malice i5 
growne fo Ihong , an»idll lo manie billo.ves of thi« world ,toslumncthc 
Ciowuclalsof vice, and the manie pits of mortal finnes. Tl.isis S, Btrn.trd'si\\C' 
courfe, liucly exprelTiiig their milerable, and our happie lo» , th^y taking fo 
dangerous and troublefome a wav , and weaway in whichthofc thiet thiijiS 
(lomcctc, towit .shottncs.eartnes ,and fafcnci, then whiili nothing can 
b: defiled mote. 

6. What sh.il I need to Qand fpeaking in particular ofthc ftucral trades cS 
Ifc comprehended in .i Sicnlar Itate, as Souldiers, Marcliants , C"ivjrtici'. 

L. wyers , and (uch asliuf hv t'leir pen ? or which of al flufe can an) \\ .w Lc *"'"'•' ^■- 
co'jiparcd with Keiigiou } f.ie n»oll gcntilcof ihcmal,bet!;e) that fpcr-dilair <Jrn,^,,' 
dayes in f^naio, and niay c. Hclt of aine oihtis be faued, if ihey wil viethe tlic vvoiids". 
knowlcdcc ofthc things , which Goeihjth created , as a fhproihi- Iruc and 
IcareofGod whomadc them. And yeihow haidandrarc aih pp is this in the 
world, where cucrie one h;th his feueral pretences ? and making prtfirment 
or game, or fame 3ndreiu>wi'C,rhc end ol their ffudies, dofi rylt rlum m the 
feiting-on and bring their thoujhrs and labours at laft to nr thir.i thit v\ i»i( h 
J. iP^i7Mr</fpeakeih being moll coiiunonlv true among them, ih/; l<>mc (iefue 
10 know that the\ may be kmwne, whichis vanitie; othcis to li ow, wliich 
is curiofitie ; othcis to kl their knowledge , which is as it were lomat- 
chandit. 

7. Now if this Sectjlar knowledge be fibictS to fomaniedangeri, and in a , j- 
manner notlmig but an inilruineni oi auance and an biticn , what shal we Couitici9< 
thiiikofoiheisA' chiefly of hofc, that follow the Courts rf Princes ? 1,'^ouLt- 
Kitamakeacomparifonbeiw'xi rheusaoda Reli^"ous life, were 10 atfronc 
thcriiifttticol Rclij;ion. lo; tlou^iuhtrt be fotric little itltn blal■(cbcl^vixt 
tl^cuiiaiha^ both do feme, anu Lc^ihlookcloi* aicwaidof ilicit ftiuici, yet 
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I > (iiJltiucctli.Tc is no co.m»au.oir. lot their reward if very cafual the 
u>vatJ q: Kcligioiii people moll allured ^tlKiis is tcmpoial and perilliable 
inJ.fo.ri] uu'.jccloDi^, icis luuai.i bu. linU ilic reward of a Rc^igjoui 
mail .s ,iij ui.-.ji .ctcruaJ. , tartc beyond his liopcs , farrc beyond the tl.ought 
o\ iUi.i. T ic M»iacrs w.nin tiuy fetuc , arc mutable and mortal , often 
iiowav J and hard co plcalclet a man ;io what he can fonhcm , and ol'tnncs tor 
ai.nalotT.'ncethc,' IccrctbjuFauour which iluy laboured manic yearcs to na|. 
ijc; Ojc L»rd ail J Ma. Iter is fo^ooJ and mcrcif il .liiat hccafily bcareth with 
al our tauits and negligences, a.idoi his owncaccot.i offers to cure vs of thcmj 
ncxccl- of w K) n y. X'»6, o^H.iyJ truly aid w.fciy » tl}4t}>t neuher feared todU^mvt. 
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8. Tni'i one coaliJcrat onoLli gtcaid ffcicncr, which is bcrwixt feruing 
•.lauJlwcui.i^fj )J,dj(y wcii;h:d, liatn been olccn i he occalion that n.anic 

a>»- iujcic I ihco.c. to betake thOklucstotheoihcr.c.^ ,-/«7>„rilatcrhoftvvo 
^*o iciiiiM^iiiiion.-a 1- puccintiic Einj>irour's Court , ti.at falHog vponrhc Life 
. o! \.^ ./'^.ii/ ,a:Un*ji(ii;it w-rc(ochanecd, dui piclcntly mcy forfoolce 
,„ I c |'iut-[iiKn;a(.dno^.<.s Wiicp. ihc) !nJa- Court , and ti.cir wiuck which 
ifo. tncy iiii lately wedded , and liiiaily al other thing, whicii (hcyhadinthe 
woi id i and, as s. ..4ii^ith>i exptcllei h it, encouraging one another in this hufi. 
ncs. they re.i:.)ucd thus among theinlclues: Tel ine,'l pray ii)cc , u hat do \vc 
pictciid ill ilili.itlaboursof ours? what do weaymr at • to whatenddovvc 
1). Jic thJe t.,..|o.irs r Our Mnoll hope at Court , is it r.oc to be infauour with 
t!ieI:inj)eiOji> Andh ia Hcklc istiiis, and fnl oHia/aK'? And by how manie 
(lan-;crs do wc tonic at lad into njore dani;ci ? and how long uUitJalh Bat 
iM wil , beliol I , I amnowprefen'l , thefutnd ot Go.l. Doubtlcs ic wasihc 
I ' )lie-G!joll t!;.it put this conlidtration and light into their nnnd. And ccra 
tainlv t'ley were m the right , rpecially where they fei vpon ihc account, 
t. lit by nun.c dingers of way ting , and flattering, and vndermming others, 
olMn.s by Ihujuous reports, t .ev come a' lall'ro get the care of their Princf, 
wacrni is tlic grca.ell danger olal : and f.u ihis'ihcy c.kea great dtalcof 
paynes manx yeares t ogeather , ilil vnccr'ain , whe her they Hial eucr com- 
paneir. n.iitijclano.iiorGod is inoft allured i ii I wil , I prefcmiy put niv 
icTintor.a <-llshalnofneedrorearc,that;.fic. long feruicc, T shaJ be call 
o I vv.tnont reward. WhqreforcasdilcouKingof/narriagc, wcfavd. ihatil 
a hn Jic mnit needs be bound , it is better to be bound to God . who cannot but 
b:;;'))ivn(ovw,,hen toman, who is ofrimes il . and though he be good, 
iniv iK-con.c euil : lo now we n.ay (jy of feruice, i| o„emu(l be.yedfodo 
ano'lui s wil.it ,$ much better to fubiea onrfelues to t"-.c wilof God,af 
K i gtous|Ho|>;edo.rl.ehtoihe W.I of man. The wil of God cannot but b€ 
r-'-' '. 'nd honeil . an J prohta'olc h)r vs to paforme; r he wil of man ^s.of.imcs, 
ytau.hermoltconKnoiKwc c.i and vnuilt, and wnich is chicly tobecon. 
''Jmil.alwavc-sbcnJe.htothepu.htandco.nmodit.cofhimwhomwcrcruc. 
^'' tn s 1. briefly as mncn as wcliial ticcd to Ipcakc concerning the courfci 
ol Ill's worldm particular. ^ 

9. Ingencral wc may fay tryly of al,that a Secular lifemutt needs befalof 
a ;. iCclvi,cofnMlch,rf.becaufc(eIf-wd. which is the fource and fountaiti 
V. Jitn,...., j,<a.tabea[ealtnclwayin it , for our wil being k> coiropi and 
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nitioully bent as it is , it cannot hold it fdffi om limning headlong i.o\. mo t'nc"^o!ld 
onethin^ , now into anotiicr ; and being withal lo blind and infinnc, and the byt«4i<.'i 



paffions of anger , and hatred , and Inlt , (o violent aidhcadlltong, anU(o linic oflcll vvil,- 

endeauour vfed to bridle thtm and keep tium in awe » that raihtr by giuing 

them continually the raynes » il.ty gv< w (o liin g that iluy beare al before 

them , iiiftnit mifchiei mull icids come tl cio Loth to loule andl.otlu. for 

where rcafon and counlek are Ihnt out , and ulli bcul on^'iics ta^td piacc,al 

muli needs be vnceriain and tul ol mileiie, noil ingconUaiu and late Hvcr- 

vpon we fee in the V. Olid (o manie fmklnin and lalli tie •rminarions , lo manic 

palllonatc reloluiionsi for as occ; fion fciucth , and oliinies v\ithont aiie oc- 

calion at al,tluy ci.tcr vpon n< w counltls cf wane , of iiadii g , ami ohef 

bulinelfes, andal-er them as rail, y , as they weie K>lhlv vndcitaken j aid uo 

llriight , no guU hath mou aiiciarions o( v aces and billov\es . then ilcy haue 

of ihcir pr«>cetdii«g^ j wncrtby o'tinns ihcmftlncs and their familus come 

to vtter mine and dtUiuction. Religious people being lead by adnilc of 

o:hcrs , are free fiom theic inconuenitnces j Ipccially Tcing (as 1 haneCayd 

bcfoie , and mull olten fas ir , oi ratl.er we mull continually haue it before 

our eves) not man , but Go Idoth I'.ouernc t'>em : fo that there is no dannrr. 

Icaft blinded wit!i felt-loiie, tliey f.iyle in iheit c!^.oico. For in vericdeedihty 

are not at their <nvnc dunce , but others choolc for them , and fo (he 

w'tolecourfcoftheitlifeisgouenicd ahtt one conllant , cti tain, and vnilorn;^ 

uunncr. 

lo. Morcoucr in a Secular life there be two other moft dangerous rocks, ^*"«l» ard 
and Icarte ane bodie , bucrnlijeth a-;ainll oneofthtm » to wit , lloith and " 
i'llencs , or els too much bufines. Tnc Hill is moil commonly tue fmit i.i 
elie richer fort , the fecond of he poorer 1 ind of people , or of ihole thu 
would fame be richer then ihy aie , of which kind the world is fui. 
IJlooes (as r. Vert.u,,! \wx\uiU vciy truly) is the linckof al Cr.njujfio,, . aia! 
or al vnpiofit.inle and nanghtic thoughts , final!/ the hci^/u ( f inaliee. 
Ar.J as for the danger nf too nuuh bnlines , the lame s, lifm.trd doiii 
detciibeiitoa liiire , in ihv beginning of the Boo'<s , u hic!i he wioic ro 
fioenitis , of Confideiaiof» , laying , that it doth fo Iiaiden the hart of 
man , thjt it can ncifhcr be rem with compundion , not foltncd with 
compafnnn.nor yeald to rlncais , nor be mnucd by ti, treaties , but is vii. 
gratcfjl for courtcfies reccancd , iLaincltllc in djlhonefl diahi.gs, head- 
long in dangers , lin.dly it nei ..er feaieih God , nor rdiuc'Kth mti*. And' 
_^. ovr^<>r/f vnderllanding , ilnt the anxietic of a Acnlat life was fignicd 5 Cr-^tr^ 
«n E{.iH , and (he qnier of a Religions life in l.nob ^ af whuh one was J '^*^- »■ 
pen to hunting and h (b.indiic , the oilier was a playne man , )ii,/ng at 
hoinc in his tent , ihetevpon dircouiferh in this manner : What vVasd^ll^. " 
ncd Ly f.:/>,/y hnntinir , but their life .har follow the flelh in ouiwaid ** 
plcafnres?Andheisairor4ydtohauebecnal ilbandman, btcauferhe loucrsof ** 
fTn world do lU more eai nell ly labour in cxtcriour rhings , the mote ihry le aue ** 
'h "ntcriourvncnltiuatcd. IVir todwelintents.asin ahoufe, istorelhayne our " 

JKliics in the inward ()fonrmind,and not I ofpend ones- felf outwardly in difjus, ** 
icall gaping ,ftcr manic things abroad , they depart wandering from thcmfeluc j* -t 
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i:. Finally to uuMcaocivJoUlns CO ii|)ari(oii,iccuIar Liy-pcopic,as (inics 
t T.v -Jaycs, cichcr run.jc li.atlong inco al manner of vice, or if anicliuc more 
:c;vaicdly 6i lionc(\ly,tluv iliii J<-ti''<-y Jf' v^d enough if chcy abdaync frfifinnc 

;*L'::yd&no:lU.i!:,ii"ilicyci.)iio:kil,inbricfifthcyoffcdnoiGorJiifilicycando 
tiiii y they arc held latc iiicii , and pointcdar , as the bcft men in the vvorldj Rcii. 
|vi ".1^ people doihis. andn»orcoucc vie their vctcrniofl cndeaiiouc locncrcafcja 
vc. tuc i and purchafc new cro ,vncs of huniilitic, pcnnancc, niortification,andthe 
like y whcivnio Religion iifcll is a great fpurrc and help. Whiihof ihefc cour- 
fcs is the belter and mote profitable, might be declared manie waycs , which 
S.Hintm fot brciiitie fake I omit, and wil content myfclf with this one faying of s. Hie, 
W ift-fittr. romt .or whofoci'.cr wasauthour oliliebookcintitled to Pnmtri.tf , where he 

fay h thus ■ Icisnotcnough focihceto do noeuil.ifthoudo no good.Eucticwe 
vyJii^Jibringcth not good fruit, slial be c t downc and caft into the fire j and yet 
we Ibiitlic ojrfcluc* , if vvcbe not charged with il fruit , though u c slial becoD. 
dcnincd, if \vc ucarc not good fruit} fo wereadc,ihar the Fac htr u il cut offeiictie 
bra-ich that hiingcth no- fruic in his Sonntiand hcthat hid the Talcnt,which he 
Ii4drae4'ijj,in]i:shandkcrclicr,is cundemnedby our Lord as an vnprofiiabic 
and naughtie fcruint^ not only to haue diminilbcd.but, not to hauccncreafcd,ig 
damnable. So faych J, Hitr'.ive, 

t4 Comiwifgn betwixt the Ji ate ofKeligion and the 
Secular dermic. 

Chap. XXXVIF, 



F.vtaboucthc Lay-mcn is the degree of the Secular Cicrp'x. 
much more pcifwA and neercr loGod then that of the Lytic, 
and withal foi •'-■-.-- 
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omewhat icfcmbling a Religious eflaie,in rcj;jrd 
they profcircthemfeluej fcruants to God , and are deputed ihcr. 
vniobyafacrcdChara6tcri yet Religious men haue the adujn- 
. ligc of them in manic things of no fmal importance. AnJ M 

Religious men arc ma llateof Peifcaion , the Secular Clcrgie arc not i for the 
n.iture of a Ibtc is to be i.n;noiicable , conlhm , vnchan-eable, which cannot be 
w»i;o;!t obligation of Vovvi and the Clergic make no Vow.not only if thcf 
raae no Cure, but thou^luhcy haue; for they may rclinquifh it , and are not 
bo luj bv anie kind of pror.ilc co retayne it. S, Thom.u handleth thismatter 
liMrnrJ y andariargeinrheUookf w'lichhe wroteof thePeift(aion tf aSpiri- 
tuj. ..:, byoccafionofanertourol foine vnleatnej and wicked men, that 10 
Jc,)K lie a KeliL-ions (hte were bold to compare the Secular Clergic wilU ihcm, 
af- • I !•» to prcfareihembcfo:c Religious. Butthcir rash ccnfurc'was cxpnflf 
con Ivnncd by a Decree of ihe Pope, and cleerly confuted by S.r/;<»;;i4/ in the 
iJo. k? abouc named , where among other t hings he fay.h, t'lat when anic bodie 
« ' i;*'"<=^ perpetually for anofficeot fiK^u,!, I'leCluirth vfeth certain riltf 
»• J -uc:m> lies -n It , as wlien the care o: a Cu.rc'. is committed to a B.$hop,he 
.iiv. vnteJ, and a cai^n forme cf prayer faydouci him, ihc Ooficr-flaft 
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and bread and wine is giucn into his hand , & a ring put on his finger, and n.anic 
futlj other things are done, to shew that he is as it were efpoufcd to l.is Churth, 
andi)cd ptipciually vnto it. The profc(Coo of Religious men luih in like 
manner certain rites and ccremonici , which are very ancient , and arc related by 
J, Dtnyiy whoalfodtliucrtihihercafon and Hgnification of ilicm. And thcle 
cuciiionics arc to tiiis diy pia^ifcd , fome in one Religious Order, ft mc in ant>- 
thtr , and fome in cucrit one. But Secular Piiclls when they take a Cute 
vpon ihcm, vfe no Cercmonie at al \ whereby we may g«ther, as 5". 1 homAS 
faythj that they ate not on 7 r.ounaftatcol PctfUlion, but not ib much as in* 
ilatc. 

z. Andmorcouet wcmay vr.Jetftandhow farrctheirlifc isinfctiourtoaRc.^ 
ligiousftaie, bccaufi it isnoionly lau ful but laudable 10 pallc from the bare 
liftofaScculaiClcri;ie.ir^n into Religion, whcrasccrtainly nomanis fuffeied ^jcJg^c'f 
todcfcend froin the greater and bctttr^latc to that which is Icllc 4 and chc holic tnL mlj 
Canons haue (odcttimined, not only bccaufe a Religious ftaicvs more ftcuic, ticomcP.c- 
but alfobccaufc it is mote pcrfcft, and ordayned in t certain place, that Clcrgie- ''t'^us. 
men that dcfire the inllitute of Monks, arc not lo be hindicdroniit,bctaufc ^-'^H'-^. 
iheydifiietofollow abetter life, and the Bishops muftfufTcr tlieinto haue free ^ "^^* 
acCL(rc ihirvnto. And .V. ctfo^orU giurth Dtftdtrius , a Bislion that held back ore 
oi his, a Iraternal adnioniiion , audit uil not be amide toltc in what wcightie 
words lu.- doth i:..Wc exhon , fayth he, that your Brotherhood be no hindtrancc ;,.!'; .J"' 
lohiseaineddcuotion, whichhelabourcthiohaucintheholiepurporei rather •• " ' 
by Partoral admonition ii.flamthiniwiih what exhortations you art ab.e , that *» 
the feruour of this dtfirewaxe not cold in him, in regard that he that feucring »» 
himfelflrom the turbulent tumult cffeculat troubles, haflncih to the hauenof .> 
theMonaneric,ouiofdcnitofquiet , ought not to bcintangltd aj^aincir. the - 
troubles of Ecckriallical cures , but let himbefufTcrcdro remaine lakiiwn al .. 
thcminihcpyiyfesofGod.aiheremicaclh. Thus fayth i. Grr^mV very wel, .. 
Ipccially that a Religious life is a lecurc and quiet haucn , and coiurariwifc 
an EcclcfiiaicalfiindionfuUf trouble, and rnquiet with ilic tumult of fccular 
cares. 

r ^* ^-j^"/'''^'* tl-Jt holie and learned man , wrote an epiftle much to the S.^,f,itr.» 
lame effect, to r;o.//ro/ Oiihop of '/^.ir/y, in good manner , yet withal graue'y 
taxing him,for hiLdting one oftl.cClcrgie that was dtfitous 10 take vpon i.ini 
the yoak of Religionj and proueih by manic leafons, that he had neither realon 
norwarranrtodofo. * 

3. But that we may proceed the cleercr in this comparifon wln'chwe haue in ^^ ,. 
hand , betwixt thefcl wo liucs , let vs confidct the danger and difficuhies in- . .L?!" 
cidenttoihelifeolafccularClcrgie-nian. FirA , in rtTpia cfthcdignuie of Lyes . f 
m$ Order rftcondly, m regard of the wcighiie diarge of foulcs , that lycth «bcSciul*r 
7°!i' JI' ■"^'^^'y*>yf"'o"<^f '»» Church, linings and polkllions. As fot ^^''b'«. 

rrr ^ 1'*^ °^'''* ^^^" * ^'^'^ "" ^^^"f » ^"^ ^^^** " rcquirci h great vpriohmcs 
•llifcaiid bchauiour, great fanftitie and integtitie. and that a little fault m 
'i"w,i$romuchthe more fowle and vnbcfccir.ing ? For certainly the degree 
o» i ritUhood IS of that rankc and eaccmc , that no Princelic digoitie vpon 
jatiii , nor of unie Angel in heauen,is«qual vnto it , in regard that none ol ihtm 
pawcfowcr wcoafccraicilicBodif ofoui SauiouijiphaodJeir, to iccraue and 
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y. hU '"''i'ltet n (o oih(is;Tl»is power and venue is DjniiH',aiid ii)i\kct li rhc thai hau* 

ih'rfpfimt i^"t)i"^^>'istliciiuicM.\Vnatpuririe(hcrforeonirc&(oiilcdorliriichanoHiw 
// iw. 8 j . »n req u i r c ? Whom mu(} he not excei in pMritie ( fa y t h 9. tobn ChryfoJIonie ) that ofatth 
*f^"' Juch 4 S4cr,fj^f ? W'h.it hnme tfthc Simne C4nb< hri^htey then ih.rt h.n:J oa^h to i, 

^vhiih 'liuidtth this flesh ? or the month tktt is / )d of this fphitnJ fire ? or tte tongi^t 

that it difdndwiththis hUHri^whiihc^nneiicr he reiifrcnccd enoHif)} \n.\ V. BcriiirA 
^TrW dotlj wich great rcafon bcwayle the rjfhncs fjfmenin this kti.d /and hit 
•dtir.t.iy julllaincnia(ionagrtctha$fitlvcooiirii(ncs,a^tohis , and fomcr/hai more: 

JiuerieonerHnnrih.'o Holtc Orders, ^ndmtv. t,ik'' "Vpon ibemhvifhout ufptfl o> io». 

fider.ition , the funilions whLh are ■\e,ierMe to the '\crh Xn-eluAl Sf,htts.rhty^in 

e^iuettlie Kn.a. 
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whom .ludnce doth ruiftie , Jmhition Ixdretl f\t.iy , prtdv dmh rule , ye.i 
iMxurie d9:l>com4nd,fcarenottof,ty hAnds^fon'the EmUnr of the tJjehe^.,.„,„ ^„ 
dome , and Put th4t trnptriAcro-Wne ^pon thiir he.ui^ Rcligloiii men arc tai 
1 roni this fault-, for though nio» ofilicmbe PricHs ( bceaufc the .Stare (hot 



- ,, ^^ , ^ -> .Jiould 

not wain io great a dignitic ami l>cn(hc ) yer they coiiic viuo it with an o^hct 
(iMiitandprcparatiou: notinon»dthctvi» o by auaricc,or ambition , which 
theSrarcitrdfexcJiidtth, norfo much ashy their owdc wil and choice : fot 
a« in things of itfrer moment , Co iii'.hischkf biifincs ofal . they arc rulcdby 
others whom t lev hanc in place oi' God : and confcqticntly feeing they take 
iH)i this hono:tr tothcnfcUcs , as the Aportlc fpeakcth , Awr are ,.,'ledhy Cod, 
MS ^AArm » no doubt but his infinit goodnes wil futniOi them , as he is 
wont , with abundant grace to go tnrough with it. 

4. We haueamcmmabIeandplffa(aniexajnplctherofin/^«;»^>//a,vvl;o was 
c.a- '^^"watdsAbbotof/My,andaiircatWritcr. He relaicthof himfelf ( andwc 
pIc of ;^«. "^'^^ "o ^"-"^^^f vvirnes ) that bdng vigcd bv his Snpairurs to tak-. Mo'ic 
XiUHu JJr\ias,ai.dearncaiy tcfufingii, knowing hisownc vnwotihincs, in ihcnigli^ 

I c la,v a v,rion, bv which he plainlv vndcillood ti1.1t it wax God's wil it fliould 
bchn He (aw vpon an Altar .cmj \\\x ;c otour Smiour crutifvcd\as if he had 
been aluic, and looked ful vpom hin^ j at v\ h^ch li-ht he was niucli' ii.fl.mcd; 
JiKidchiedvc.y much to embrace the Ciuchx: but ihc table of the Aharbcirg 
grcac a.ui largc.uindvcd him • ycr he found himfelf bv in w Jrd inllind inuircd ty 
oJi Sju our, and coming nccc » the Alrardinided if felf ,and madchim W.y to' 
the CuK iiu : f hen he confidcmly layd hold of it » embraced , and k ilfed ir .- and 
ourSau!Ojr..otcccauchis kilK:,asit were into hishan, opened his tliiiine 
mouth, and rtcv-iied him gapiniziwhei with amidU tholclouicg embraciuus; 
his h.u I was gic„t!v mfl ..neJ w It.. Jic loue of Godj& he found within himfdfi 
Ucfirc ob..|'ncrt.wiKhbfoichcruearneaiyauoyded. In the mhrtiing h^ 
icljtcd the whole pallage to \ms Aobor , and was not long after t«ade PiitU , id 
inc jTreit loy andcontentmcnt of tuci ic bodic . 



I.Tiic fame /<«;m«. relate rh anrther palfnoc, by which, af-er he was made 
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madclu.han,mprcirionofhi.i.feirimaih<?rublUnceofhis(oule , as cannotbd 

Ueclaredbv words, more qu.ck,a.idmoredeep,then anie lolc can be minred 
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bclecucd, that he found thciupon fuclia wondeifui Iwceinciaudiieliclu., that 

jiad it not been prciirntly dinted by the hand of God, without doubt the torrent » 

ofplcafurcbad taken away his foule fromlusbodie.-Ai this was aHgneofthe 

holic Eucharilt, whcrin the Sonne of God doth hide his face,but yet tiuJy infufc 

himfcif iiuo our whole (oulc , and transformc it into his o^\ neJikenes » and fil 

jtwith heaucniic iov^ into the foulcs, 1 faVjOltliem, that come vnco him, a« 

/(M/Y;y«f did.notralhly.nor Lid by anicearthlicdcfirc,biirinuitcd, yeacfipcllcd 

byGoJ.bv'mcans oftheirSupcriours.Andccriainly.ifabodie truly conHdec the 

^vcightinesof thebufines,and ihcimportanccofihcfundiionjiccan newer pcr- 

hv.ide himfelf, that he can faltly vndciiakcit, vnlcdi: he be Iccuicd by fomc 

iuch Oracle. 

5. Sciiig therefore no man can doubt of that which hath been fayd , let vs -pi^^jip^y- 
paHctothcother point ofthecarcof foulesjat the heauie charge whcrof, we charge of 
may ginc a gnclleby ihar.whichtheW ifc-manfayth inthclc words ; s«nnejj the care of 
thoithtue anfwiu'd jorihy frietid , thou h4ft n^tyledlhy h4Hd 10 Mftr^tttj^er , thou 4ri Soulcf. 
tnj>i4yed imhcwo' ds ufthjmouth J .tnd t4t{emvifb th) oVPne fpeeehes. Do therefore 
th.it which fj-iy^my Sonne ^ 4nd free thy felf ^he-.itHfe thou .trtfulUn tmo the hdnds of Trot* o.i. 
fhy neichhciir, l{ifnne, tiKi/{e h.tjle , ro^^■^Je thy friend; f^iue not fleej> to thy eyes^ 
Andletvntihy eye-lidi !v/>i<;r, Thcfc arc thccares andfnares, as he cailes them, 
in whicii hcintangleth himfe\f,th.itanfwcreih for anoihcr.andtioifor oneraan 
only, but for manic.not in a monie-maiter , but in a bufines concerning the 
iaietic «f a thing imipottal and eternal, fuch as our (oiilei ate ; and tbcy that 
Jiauc ial:en this charge vpnn them, do not only offen<i, if by finful life and cuil 
example they hurt others ( for this is the ,worft tliat can be ) but by mcerc 
cefTation.if they do not help others, if,a$ the Prophet E^ieehiel complayncih, ^V'h.}^: 
they donotjirfnoihen that which is injirwe , nor hedU th*t yfihich is ft(l{j nor hind that '*' 
which IS irol^n , uor hrin?^ h.nl{jh4t whnh is ^rdyeJ, nor (eel{€ t))4t Tvhuh is loft, 
VVhc-tcvpon s, r;r^jr;or/V h?th certain words which ace very true, andgceatly 
tobcconfiJeicd,inoiicofhis Homilies, fpeakingihus : 1 amof opinion , fayth ^^^•^^^''' .^ 
hc»ih.tf God doth not Jnfer more jreiitdice hy dnie hodit then l>y Vriefft , when hej:^^,!/'' 
hthaldcihtho'r^whomhehAth pUced for the eorretlion of others , thentfelues f^iite 
others il e.x.imyle i when We ourjeUtes do fsnnt , whi onfjit to J^eeft others from 
pnne^wefeehyvnot to^Aine fonles , we dutly stttfU our oWne ends : We couet 
eArthlie thinjis f dndedrnesUy hunt Mfter the prdyfe efmtn } ^nd hecdufe ttnre^drd 
'we are Jet oner others^We h,(He firedter freedome to do wbdtWe /i/f, we turnethe mt- 
tiiJJene of the Benediilion , whi(hwe haue receiued^to he df^round of dmbition'. 
We ledHe God's cduje , dnd attend to w&rldlie hufinefes, we hold the plue of fdntUtit^ 
dnd dre intdnfled in eatthlie Wml^^s, Religious men arc free from there dan- 
gcri, ai hailing no .charge of (bules<i which they ihonld haue little cau(c 
tobtagof.iftliey did not othcrwife attend to the help of foulcs j for as they 
niould be free /torn thefc incommodit ics.fo they fliould w ant ilic great leward, 
which God doth promife to thefe that labour in his vineyard. But m my opinion 
ihey entoy al thqgood thatcaii be in fo gieat a wotk,andyet arc free from the 
dangers thcf of : fot ihcy employ thenifclucs jn .thchclpc of their hj^ighbour fo 
card u!ly,anddiligcmly,and pay nefully.as nothing more cpn bc^xp^dcJiani 
yet bccaufcthey do it of their owne accord, without anie lyc or ol>li;4ation,tlicjf 
?rcfrc^ fromthofc finnes,w.hich follow vpon the oWligatlon which Jihcts hauc- 
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fi'TSo'nas ^'»iilo wc tit»d it plainly dcWuctcdby S,r how. n ^in^i Religious UKin>ei^onn« 
o|>ui Jc the offices ofgrcatcfl pcrfcdion in die hclpcof iTcir ncighbour.morc then other 
Clergicmcn.bccaufc moft commonly by ihtit Inlliiutc they traiielinthofc 
cNaci'.ab'-rfu'i^^tions, not outofiiiitice, asochcrsof ihc Clcrgie, b,.t outofchi. 
riiic,afiilti.iaBi(bop^itHhcc>»rcof(ouksbyprcachinj;» htarinu Confcflioni, 
p'iblick ;i'ui j.tiuarc exhortations , and as manic o' her wjycs as there be mcacci 
in this I;it)J, .is cucricoi.cinay fee w'itli his eyes chat focheydo, 

6. At' ird burthen of (i^cSfculat Cltrgic is their Church, linings -, which 
mo!l ycc think no bnrfh'Mjba^ ra'I'.er labour al they cantocncrcafc thciD which 
rhc\ w »!ild nordo,itthcylelth)\viicauieihcy yv' vponihcm. One day tjuy 
v/il vnJ'.rlUud , both lut rhcy arcabuttlicn.anil in how lioiic and j-ious v*".! 
thcfc pcnlionj l)cu<.',lui)y tiu blond of our Sauiour.and confccratcd vmo ,',;;„ 
plonc by thcdciiotionof the TAitlilul , fiiould banc been employed. Al Diuii.cj 
n;id holie Wtlten handle this matter ai ht^t \ t hcrcforc bccauft 1 wil b<; flioti , 
J. Ttirnanl | vvij content myfcirwith the onlie authoiitifof V./Jfr».ir<i, who in one tfhij 
Wrm t). <j .p„„^5 ypQ^ jj^^ Canticles fayrh thus: l he Clfro^ie ou^ht to ft4re , tht Mimjitn 
nj'il'f ( hurch m ly he afr.ii.'l^v!>o in ihc Lindi ofs tinfs, ^vhich they poffip , Jedlt ft 
')' luji' ,.j (h.(t thr; *Yc not cvnirrit )\''nh the /iff end wh/ih ou-^hr to jufjiccthem^ h\ 
\ . ^eiU-and f.t^:rtU' ioit'^y ret^ynetothemjtii'ti the j'uiofluotti things , lW^rrW/»i 
' '• n'tdtr vfere to he tviin-iyttej^ -ind ,tre fiot'tfr.tidto conjionethe liuivjj of the fmi 
in y/ci »f their pride and lur:ir{e\ ojfendtn^ do'^htlesTVuhdoiMe mi^Htiie , Uth It- 
e.mfe thry t.if^' th.it Vf'ueh isfntt thetr o^P te ^ .tnd ahiije holie things in their ymitti 
/fn4filih,\nA I dial need cb fay no more of this poinr.For thercafon is ciiidcni,& 
whicli to inv knowledge, huh coaiiinccd fomc.and perfwadcd tlicm to bccorr: 
Rcli^ions.dircourfingtmis wuh thar/clucs ; To what pvivpofdhal I j^ocfctlc | 
to enrich myfclfby the Church? For when I hanc gotten foniething.if I docno: | 
nnkcthc poorc partakers of ir, I !iur«" continual Hnnc: if I giuc them part, I liuc 
in pcrprrual careandtroublc and \v y iiiould I pioc make myfelf IJ.. ward lo 
thr poorc, w ch fo muclidommage to my fclf ? Tiiit conlideration , as Ifaytl; 
Jiijh fMo.ied ni;inie to Icauc al , and eiMbracc the nakcducs ol Rcligiot). Bui let 
ts cort'.Kide\Nif!n!iis flmrt ?'"f;umcr»t. 

7 Inthf Church of Godthercbemenofthrceccnditions , whicficompartd ] 
among rhrtifchus, wilcafilv fticw whatiudnement wearc to make of each o! 
more dia- rhem. T'lefirfhire Secular Lay-men : whohauc ihiiuicommodi'ie annexcdir 
ih;'ir nanncr of life ,thacthry haiie in matter of pcrfedion few helps and nianit 
hindrances b<it withal they haue tiiiscommodiric, that they hauc no obligation 
togreartrpcrfedion,thenihclawoft'icGhorpcldoih lavvpon al ChnfliinJ 
in jrcnLral. The fecond arc Religious men , who arc obliged , dot fo much (O 
beprrfc<^,aitodcfireand*n Icanour tobcfo, & haue fo manic &fo great hclpJ 
r Krvnto, and arewithil To F cc from being hindrcd , that they may not only 
srtaynr if with eaf' and f.Kiluie.bur with a great dealt of pleafute ana fwcetnci, 
Thcth'rd is the order of the Secular ClergicjOl" which wclpeake: which (if we I 
wei^h rhinos rij^ht ) fufForsma maimer the incomaioditifi of both the othcf I 
S :ites, and want) the commodities of them. For Ht^tliCy haue the fameobli* I 
gation to Pv-rfedkion, which Religious men haue, and arc ccitainlv fomcwbjt | 
Wore bound vmoit.thenRcUgioui mcnarc,b"th in rcgird of the digniiieoll 
their ortijc , atii of the diuinencs of cUcS*gramtfuisi)f which chc)'arc M*"''^''''. I 
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0i of the Cute of foulc$,andyei hauc not thofc helps which Religious men haue, 
jior that particular & p cuful influence cf grace, of which 1 haue fpokcnat large 
before. And againe , they may fcemetobe in worfe cafe then Lay-men, becaufc 
they are in a manner clogd witk al the impcdimcts of Pcrfcai6 which Lay-mea 
haue, andcannot pretend t he cjtcufe which they may , if they be leflepcifeai 
fori liuing a$ they doc in the world pel mcl amone them , and fajriing , as 1 may 
fay*,the(aincfcas»thcymuft needs be tormented and lofled with the fame 
winds and waue8orauaticc,ambiiion, and luxurie, which they are •, which vi- 
cci being in-btcd and ingrafted in eucric man's nature , arc alio dayly inflamed 
more and more , by the prcfencc of delightful obie^s , by the occafions , and 
commoditic of finning, by libcrtic itfcll. For how is it poflible to auoyd the 
itching defire of vainc glorie.liuing in the midft of honours? Or not to be raken 
with the loue of riches , when we admimnet them for ourlclus and others ? Or 
howcanaman'shonctiiebe long infafctie, that bcho'.ds with his eyes , the fclf 
fame allurements, as Sccnlai people- doe , flc pampers his bodic wiili the fclf fame 
fare and attirc.and is oft imci fut re more curious and delicious then t hry ?' 

8. S, Fr>«.t>v/ihetiforchad great rca(oniofpcakca» he doih, among other J- Minuri 
thing$,ofthisdci;reeofihc Church, to Pope ffr«^fwj«j,inhisbooksof c^fidcra ^J^-^n^' 
tion : Wliat is the meaning, /.«)7 /;/;<-, , that the Clergie wil be one thing, and f; '•"•/""• 
fccme another, to wit ,fo'uldicrs in attire, and Cltiks lor gainc? But indeed ^ 
jicrformc neither ifor neither do they f)ght , as fouHdusinor preach, as Clerks ^^ 
O'mifcrable Bride , intruded to fucbattcndance , as feare not to turnc into thcii '^ 
owne coffers, that which is affigned her for her wearing. And in one of his 
Sermons: Holic Orders-arc made anoccafion of foidid lucre , and they eftreme ^*r.dt Ctn- 
gaync.iobcpictic j^hcy are moll wondetfullydeuout in vndcr going, yCa rather ''JrfS.VMul 
■in taking the care olfoulcs, but it is the leaft care they cate for y and the lall ^ 
thou(»ht they haue , is of the faluarion of foolet. Could there a he auicr pcrfccu 
lion then this,falvpon the Sauiour of foulesl^ In J.- f <»•»/<»/* opinion therefore, 
ilicrcatclHaiilt ofthai degree, if, iiiata<tcndingr<Jiheii'priuate ihtcteft, they 
negledthccarcof roiilcs.ilicaduancirg'ofthc honour of God, ihcfandionot 
preachinf» and teaching ; that liuing of the Altar, their laa,and Icaft thonghts.bc 
of It-ruing the Altar, bur arc wholy bent tovvardi themfelucs, and their oWne 
priuaiecnds.- Ai»d ifchcrcbewMCtljatrcfufe not- thefe Church labours , but 
employtlKnifclncsinprcacltingandcvhortfng the people'; where (hal we f?nd 
amanthat doili it , wiih-thcintcntlunli ought to bedon< >Thai bcDoweth his 
paynes and lahour,in this vinyard ol our Lord God of Hoafts , j?r4r/j? Tiiat truly 
ayinethat the fcruiccol God, audreft^acih noshing vpo^ihimkif A i are matter 
and a hard pceceof budncs , topreferuc onei-felf iniht woild,rioii) the world, 
that i$,ftoroakipachol"fccu)ar dc(ltciat)d contrariy^ifcv it Is too. too tafic and 
obuious.for the defire of honour, ot fpmc tclefiallical prcfeiin'nt , oi of a lat 
Benefice, or fomcoiher tcii»poralcommoditle, to'crecp-inamidU ihofc woiks. ^ 
whichof themfelues are honcll and laudable. And wcnecd no oihCr pioole 5,r.*C"'„ 
therof , thenthai which i\'.Xwc«/?<nfayih , in thele words . Hcarc the ApoAlc rtr ihm'nK 
bcwaylingfuchmcn.Hefavtluhaiorhers picach thcGhofptl out of i\uv\\<\VhiU^.i.\i^ 
otheri out offonle other occafioPi and oft hcfc.he fayth.that ihcy preach not the " 
G'mfpel light ♦, an vprighc thing, bur themfelues not vpright. VVhofoeuer - 
feek«hanicthiB^ofGod,bcadcs Goa,doihnct.ftckeGod p-.ucly audchaftly. •', 



t^iiftf/l 



if he 
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; a hc^did Icckc God . he vvuuici DC c.ialt .bccaufc God if the lawful hu^of 

9- Fiaailyjct vs grant chat there bc none of al the inconuenienccs intU 

he vvaiun«rfunguutiiuvbcf<:o.nc his calling, yet this his pcruaion is C 
in.cr.oar.othci.crfcaro.ot.RcIis.ousman . and comes farrc fliort ol . 
nume8rcarcom.nodic.es.oh which ihaue Imhcrto t.cated. He vvanti thedi 
rc.tio.iofbupcnoas.caccxain,.lc8,audcncouragcmcnt of his equals : he en 
ioycthnor that parfcpaiion of good work,,wliichis foprofitable and ,{Z 
Tnepcnr.col fp.r.ana g.acr n.ore fully dckending vrcn manie io nc ; 
1 nkcJtogcacher; fi„aUy,uc wanccththccomn.odiues o\ Pouercic and oU 
dicnce. and vvmch ,$ the cluc^clt of al be he what he vvil, he u his ovvnc.tndii* 
wTi and'b " ^' •"''^; r;f^-^-">« CO depart wholy . from the vfc of hi vn 
tJic priuilcdgc only ot Keligious Vowes. >"'iiOfJng 

with";hri!';:'i'*'';.'^'""^^?''^'*^ ***'' coinptrifon of Religious men.boil, 
TrinVe /of?P '^'^'S'''"f •^*y P^^P'^*^"^ a fit fimilitude,vvhich S, 3aZ 

Xich X "'f"\'f r" ^^"^'^1^^^ rhcirgar«.cntsouthe ground. 
• Sane. [ ^r^''*u^^^^^'r •"^^ ^^"°"»" 

f> our .nd r " cutboughsfiomrhctrees : which are the good and fcrueS 

bou c^d n^r. k r ."^r '^^^ muchnecrertohim , and la- 

dc^ tlTAft '' ';^ u'^'r^r' '^f °^ ^P""'"-" P*« «f ''^« wind abou^ 
d li .the beaft puts .t felt wholy vndcr his (cruicc. This bcaa reHemLleth R^ 

A compmfin of 4 Religtous Sure , with the Stoic of 
Bishops and PreUtes, 
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thrrrrccclcnt chapter.the RefoU., ion is .al.c lor .Ik la.nc.y.. t-rrc ^i^^^^^l^J^^ 
#a,{oati.dvp»M,.hHbrcofBillmp$And^thofciW^mmg*wluihJ.^ 
d.l..ac.'nn)accrtainc Epinic.are very tiuc : That nothi»gi..nn.etafie , more ,.^^^, 



rkafani . mou e- a.clul to man , then theoftkc of a Bdiop. a Fricll or Deacon, , 
ir.boaicca.ycnc matter lligluly.andfauour biu.fcUin k ; yet it a bod.e do Io, , 
fcrable ; mote doleful, moredamnah»«in ihc figbt ot God: < 



48. 




w^V/-v. 'tohaHe4lo,>ejom4vit[oulei, ^f hfhMfhfiibiefli l,mltrhml<i^oHtrne.Sjhon ^ ,,,,, 
ilm'oliome wrote fix whole bookes of PricUhood, in which he may fcemc lo cirtyfofl t * 
haicimplovcdalrhcgoldcncioqncnce.fromwhich hctaUs his name.tolncw a-i«.rtf*., 
how hardand dangerous ataskchedothvndcriakc,iluitakcihvpon him the "♦< 
j'oucrnmcnioffoules: And among other things" he brings a finnhinde of a (l.e- 
rhcaid , keeping . not his owne , but another bodies nuep. and it amc ot thenr 
co.netobedcuoured of a wiVdbeaft .otbe llolcn, oi bcloft ,as/.fr.A fayd : heCe«.,,.„. 
ilandcihanfwcrable for them, bccaufe hevndettook to keep them. And if he || 
Jccfcalheepor two, out ofcowatdlincs. the maiUcr perhaps wil cafily pardon ** 
him, or take fomrfmalcompcnfation:Bui he that hath undertaken the feeding " 
of ihe flock of Chrill , dial not cfcape vnpunidicd , if he leclfc fuc'n fliecp . not - 
faiisfy with anic thing els, but with his owncfoulc. A l-hepheatd hach lo do •• 
with wolucsandihtcues : A Prelate warreih not agMnll flclh and blood , but •* 
»gainftiliePrinces,andPowcrs,andKulcts of this darkencs • againfl a huge •• 
•rmieofvices,againUwhoredome,vncleancne$,lafciuioufnes,rancour,btaw.cs, - 
icaloufies, and nunie others. The diCeafes of ftieeparc commonly knowneand »» 
tafic to be difcoutrcd, and the remedies arc not hard, ihcy ma> be bound and*, 
cot, and feared, as occafien. fcrueih -.Thedifeafesofthemind are ferret . & .. 
hard 10 be cured . fomc r an k le and grow w orfc in the cute if felf ; This is 5. /A«>» ^^^ ^. 
chry/o/?omes difcourfc in his fecond booke;lnhis third booke he fpcaktih thus; 
jfdmdn xvoMfmmeintruff-xvi^bitshiplidtny^ithr'teh^drtstoifAJJe the Aftinst 
'MeMfmdnc4nff.iJ shoal Jnot ft. tndmuchypofuhertfitftn^ of it .forfr.tre of shif'^ 
•W»r*c'/^» 4*1(1 yet there is nothing hdX^uJed in ItM* f,ol(i '*»'i ftlneriJndxvhere thtrw 
is d4mirer ofleefmirMoi d ship . hut 4 ftmU , ^tnd droWitintr it , woi in the Vf. iters of the 
fed , Awr in she Utto'tAeffe pit ofUel fire , where duth eypelies 4 m^n , 4nil not corporA 
Jedth , yut together with the deMth of the bodie ythe detrth ofthefoide, who C4nfnd i^ 
fr4f,pe,if/refufetoexpofeniyfelfro{oj>re4td4n:^err 

z. S.^^rwWcallethihe care offoules.a thing depftfited , and exprcfleth S.timjrd 
the wonh iherof byihcfcfimilitudesi /r /i 4 unie, fayth he . Bcwdnhful to J- *«<.•« 
(eep it fgfe Atsd in peace : it is yoitr ipoitfe , he e,,reful to hue it , they ^reyottr sheeje, *^*"' 
dtttaJ nsfinj\hemp4ffMre : »T\6 ruimethondifcouifiiig ai Ijrgeof cuerie one of 
Ihem.' Artdfistichmor* wc^H»*y find cuerle where in the holleFaiherif, to the 
liimceffeaifot Ihcy do often and very fcuercly inrulraie this truih , fo reaf 
■rdfohd.thatho v^'ordscan fwflficrcntlycJtprcllieii. Where fore what cfiparifon 
can riiere be betwixt the continual dangers , care , and trouble of this eliate of 
Prcliicie,and4hcquic«,fccuiiilc,.tnalioUc miumcor of t Religious lifer 
" ; "*""►. bb* anaJJi'le- 
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It ) 6 

a(i ample Theme to difcourfc on. B^ii^nks s. BerMrJUnh in fcw^j 
kmc vp togcachcr al chac can be fayd in rhis mattcrj When in hi, Epiftle u) H, 
Archbifhop of i..,.he fpcaketh thus; U I lurking, in a denne . and a, leJ^ 

. vivderabuihe nocgiuinjjlighc.butfmoaking . am not yet ablenoiw hi? 

. dingcoauoyd cheguttsof >vnid. but wearied with continual tcmptatZ. '^ 

. d.uer,aaaults am wauedvp and downe like a reed /l.ken witreSl^l 
what would become of me if I were placed on high vpon a hil . or fe vdo!: 
Caodle.a.ck . Hccr I haue butmy Icifalone to (iue.'andVcc to n y [e f . J^ 
r.W . : I a.n tedious to n.y fcif , I am a burOien . and dangerous to a y T,, 
To that I an) of.en lame to be angric w.ch m v o wnc grcedic appetite and 2 Ind 
mvcyc.chacrcandalizenujwithvvhacvCKacionthcrcforeislf^^^^^^^^^ 
a/fu .tsmurt he need, mdure , wi)othough he hane nothing of how^" 
trouble h.m can ncuer want in behalf ol others, confl.ds without andf^» 

wichm? Al tins is s. Bernards difcourfc. wiuiout , anU lcat< j 

J. VViictfore . (Vcing no man can be (o blind,but that he innft needsacknow 
etef^^^^^^^^^ "^"" •°^'""«' raluaionXn 

nonof.hcnboth : Bo.h of thcmprofclfcperfeaion. but notaftfrone!^."^^ 
^irZT ^'^^^;S"'^'%°^» »'''-P --q-rcth thatthcn.an be Zm 
and conlcqocutly che.r oftce and fund.on is a Ipiritual Ma.lhicjone of 2 S 

PC a^^^^^ • *"^ "« "-" ^l»« .srothm df 

pcil (3,can be a maiaerof pcrfcaion , as no n)an can teach philofonhi/ Til 

<»-dd.u„.. wl,y finnas .and fucf „ arc imp ^ft c d^ dt„ri:T 

...^11 ^- God ^bo f Xi"'?,?''""'"'' •'•«.'r'V°'"oc«.r i1 placedou. o,h«* 

■ ''''"''»W'-h'"'l>(tot:«^dth«tlKwo.d>Vounding,likc,inak.v. 
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BotmiUakc the iT.atcer) both thefe States arc peife«it . apd ih? Sine oi a B.ihop 
is m no f.nal degree the more perfcft of the tWb, yet fo ", afihc Spate of a B.fljop 
requircth pctfeaion, and yealdcth it not, the State of Religion,ycaldcili pcifct- 
iion,and yet requircth not aUogeaihccfo much. . „ . 

4. The State ol a Prelate dilfeceib alfo from a Religious State, m regai d that 
riches, and honour, and temporal goods attend vpon ihci State of a Ptclate.ihtic 
dignitieis eminent in ihe fight of men . tiicy are teucrcnccdvi4 rcfpc^cd by al; 
wliervpon moft commonly u foliowcih,that their mind is c;»rried away with the 
dcfircofthcfc outward things, more then with dcfirc of plcafing God , and tr- 
uing him, and though they come to their dignicie with great pcifi^iion , yet 
Iyin;;open to fo manic.and lo violent alVaults.it is half ^miiacle if ihey hold their 
icifcaion long, and a rare thing to fee them hold it. Fo^ as S, ore^oru fayih in 
jisPaftoral • mofl commonly ,araidllthe occupation^ of goucinmcnt the vcric 
vfc of good works is loft , wnich in itanquilluie we held , becaufc while the fca 
is calme,cucricvnskilful mariner is able enough to fteeretheiliip, but when it 
istroublcdvvithfurging waues.afkilfulPilotis eafily confounded. And what is 
the power of dignitie , but a teoipcft of tlieinind , whctin the.fliip of our hait 
beaten continually with the ftormes of our thoughts, and wafted hither and 
thither without intcrmifr»on,at laft by fuddaineexccirtofdefireandUccd, doth 
as it were fplit it fclf by the way vpon the rocks } And this is the cafe of a Prelate. 
Now with a Rehgious man it farcth quite otherwife,for poueriie and humilitie, 
andihedenialofourownewil , wayiingcontinually vpon ihii State , no man 
candefucorctnbraceit, buivpon the motiuc of attaynii^g pctfcflion ; aiid ic 
Jyethnoiopento fo continual and fo. dangerous combats 1 whervpon J, lohn 
Chrjijoftoine, hauing in hij books of Ptic(l-hood,difcourfcd at laige of tlK fuaies 
and dangers which attend vpon the digniiic of a Bifliop , cnttcth at laft into a 
compavifon therofjwi'h the quiet tetircdnes of a Religious li|e,fice from al thefe 
cares and troubles and fayih:that though fometimesfome abfurd thought inay 
obtrude foinc fugh thing to a Religious man t yet the fuggf liion is fo wt-ake an4 
infirmc.thatheprcftmlyputsiiaway with cafe , becaufethcrcisno outward 
initter whervpon the flame ofthat thought may fixe it fclf. And ^)^onke takei . 
thought for iiiinfclf alone, or if he murt fomelimei haue care of others of his 
ovvnecoate, it is not very troublefome vntohim, being neither tycilto wife nor 
children, and hauing al his fubic^s daily before his tyes,wheibyl)cmav eafily 
(fpie their faults, if they haueanie, andcorrc^ them. T^iit is,the(enfcof^»./0/>/i, 
Chryftiiomr: vvhervntowemay adde»ih)tr.thoug]bEuj\r^c!icdl pouetCir(aselfc' ; 
where I ihal declare nip^e.at lar^c) bepo^ pejtfe^io|A,,J>vifL, a,^)eani;Ssto pcrfpfi ^ 
cion,andfuchasitcannotbedenyed ,butthat jtvtmi^ come 10 pcrfcdiion by 
other means alfo , yet it is foeafie and compendious a way vn(oii,(bat no way 
canbemorcreadicandccrtainc.Dcndesrhat^ir carrieih a.k^;)dpf £taceand Ma^^ 
ieUiewithIr, fpecially iince it haihbei^i) C%n9iXip4iotJ^9f}ifW pT'9|ur S^uipuc*; 
infomueh. that they that want ic^ ^hfiiig^ iuwA^4i/^hfy/ 9f{ ai>andaoily ^uali- 
M vyuhnunie'rarepaitf, yet tluy waacakin^c^ outw>i(i glofTc ^)d complt- 
nicutofpetfcAion. •, t . 

5- The laft point oftljis coni|Atifoii wWchjWe ^^einhand, isdrawne 
from Example, more then fiom RcafoOjand from the Example of men ihathai^ 
fePtt yay mtiiiQrabW j,>)jili iW:i^n^i;vo^4.|viff 4gju«,fipr i^»,^fiigi6, ^c.^nd an 
? ■ ' ■ '^ - — - ' " b b I iufinit 
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iiiu.iic nii.iibct or ihcmthat /».<r<r/« refoltitfly tcfufcd Ecckfiarticaldi^iiities and 
prckr(tici»ti,caen when ihcy haucbccii proffered (beiii » and liauc read fuch > 
lerfcniiuiliif kinJtotlic whole world, thar it it muc'uo be admired. S\ Bon^,/ 
wischofcoBilhop iiuhrecfcucr*! ciftitsoJnore, and twice Anh B'liiop, but 
covildncucrbepcrfwadcd, to take the charge v^'on him, and doubiUflo iiioie 
woulJliaiiechofen hiin.buriJuiilieyal knew ,tbat ir was in vaincto uiai:r 
aoic fuch requeft vmo him, 

6. We lead that J. />ow/Wc/{ refufed ^oiue B fliopHf ks , prrffcredhimar 
fcneral times; and wjs wont tofav.t^at he l»ad rather (iyi. .then l^auc (ohcaulef 
biinhcnlycvpoiihitnTwot f .lis Difciplesarcrenowntdtor ireadii.gthcfanif 
footdeps: V. 7 ham. tsef y<^iffn,iniis. rtficenr Ferrers: f, 7hom,i^con\iam\yt<{\}» 
fed the Aichl>illioprick ( f a 4//r», proffered hnn by Clcmtni the tivtd: andcould 
notbebroig'uvnraitbynointreatic,nor perfoafton. s.i ivcentw'uh likenoblr 
fonragereicdlcdftrfl^heninioprick of >.f/f »//'./, ihenofi/rrr/*, and iaOly aCat* 
dinaliliip , which BencMius Pope oftcrcd him , hauing already prcj;aied a Car* 
dinais Cappc forhim.. 

7. S. i}fr»*r</inoJ'Vif/i./ was ofthe fame mind, and would neucragreetobf 
chofenBinKjp.dioughhcwasincled'fi'of-.hrccfcucralTowncSjtowit.of'Vrtwr 
ffrr.r»4,and J/Vfl4:and'inorcouer,when Pope KugeniusoiKQ puta Mifrevponhii 
head, as he kncci*d before himihe humbly begged he would not rrgc it vpon him, 
protcliing that he would none of the dignitie,to the end homight the more (tfC' 
Jy and largely imploy hinilrlf in thchelpc offoulei. 

8. To thefe we may addc,oftew/flr/rrw a Francifcan Friar alfo.and nephew t8> 
Pope Alexander the Fonrrh J who being made Cardinal hy him, rtfigned hisdi' 
gnttic,and al that grcattiei which his necrcncs to rhe Pope had bred him » choo* 
fin;* rather to reinayne in the Religious humilitic wliich he had chofrn , to the 
cnd,th« when th.- houre camc,he might be exalted. 

9. I might bring manie more examples of the fame nature out of rhe ancient* 
Recordr of other Otders j fomealfo of late yearcs,out of our ovvne , as of Farhrf' 
Idjnet , atid IV, J. Frdneis BtriuM ,' who thojid haue betn made Cardinals .'and 7,' ; 
cl.tin{/ns /4J«5,who waichofcnBilhoiibutdidtheirvttermoft endeauour 10 flop 
thofc ptoceedingt ,, andatlaftonercamc. It being noronly their ownedentclo* I 
to do, but the fence olthe whole Societic , al ioynily concurring with much' 
prayer , andmtny thowfands of Maflirs, andmuch corporal pennance andfuftc'' 
ritJe to di'rerffo great a^dangti* anil incontienlenec from our whole Otdcri And* 
hauing cfFcifled it, tht)^fting the ndtuih poblickly . to cxYrcH^ftHcioyc which' 
thcycohc^atrird ,atidtfj^;gfeitnc»oftliiffcScnefit which was befallen chem.'Af 
which tinle it happcnedtliattherd was ayounggen(lcman«f Portugal prelint, 
who beholding fo great an expreffion of ioye and gladhesamong the Socieric 
Vpon fuch in vnufuiloccafion, was greatly taken therw^th, andmuch edified,*' 
and refbluedthet-vpbn, as t'i* Vecor ded of htmy to enteV'lHto t4ie Soci^n'e, Whi^K" 
accordingly he did; By V^hich enrnplet ainl irtatiy ^«orc of thfc fame k ihd,Wfrttt 

1 wiHinj'jv omit, w^may gather too«rptorp«irc< what ioWard' efteenie rlibfe 
rare nun had of a Religious Stacc , in compjrifon of tW ftateof Prelicfe,. 1 
behauingihcmfclucs > as'thcy didinoutwatdfadt , intlteVccafloni which 1 biu^ 
mentioned. 

lo. The Oimc mi)r ippttfc byrEiaiUj^c of maiiy otlierj, wU htuipg Bj^ , 

^ jtrcue* I 
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prcfTcd and in a manner conlh ay ncd.by the cxpiclic wtl ot<joU,oi b) ObediciKc, i-,cnip!c of 
to vndcrtakc this charge, hauc nutv\ ichftandmg fo carefully obfeiucd al manner Bishops 
of Regular difciplinc . that a body may cafily fee by rhcm, they held the o»e as a ]^ ^^ ''^"^ 
burthen, and the other, they cftcciued an cafirand.rccreaiion. In this kind, we J-'J^,, jl" * '' 
read ofy.y'>/<(r//n,'thatbeingdrawnc out of hisMonaUeiieby noil dcoice,vndet Hge ^cij. 
colour ofvifiting a Hck woman, to glue her fomegho/lly counfcl , as he was re- gieut n.cu. 
qitcfledithe people o/ 7 o/<n lying in wayicfor himitocke him by the way»and S.AiAtun, 
wiilionevoyceandconfcnt placcdhiminthc Bishops featc i wiicrin when lie 
ivjsindatled , retayningnoiwitldlandingalouetohis furincr quiet, lie buylia 
Monaf^eric fome two miles out of towne , \\ here he lined W4th his Brethren in 
fogrcaihumilitieandpouertie (being particularly dcuoted to thefe venues, ask 
is recorded of him) that he neuer feucred 1\4nhel Irom Ji* , that is , thcContem- 
platiuc from the ACliue life, but labouicd in theonc, iiricgardof hisBocJcc , and 
in the other .inregardofhinifc'lfandGod. 

II. c 4/?<4;irccountcth (he like Example of one i/frr/;r(/MJ, that bcingiakcn Cifi,t4i,%t. 
by violence from among thofc ancient ^tmchoritei, and made Bishop of a City '• *• 
called Paref>hyf$f , he neuci (lacked in any of hii formtr excrcifcsofpie;ie and hu- «^'''*^^"*'* 
militic, ticithertooke any delight in the honour which was put vponlum, and 
waswonttofay ; that he was not promoted to that dienitie,becaufe he was fit m 
for it , but ratlicr was call out oft he Religious courfe Tie was in, as vn worthy of m 
it, in (cauenaodthirtic yearns, whichhchadliuedinit, hauitjgtioiarriued, (as •> 
iiefayd )toihcpatitieofroeminentaprofciliofi. ,. 

It. S.#o»-^<^ doth much extol S.AfrfWV^wlK) being in ele^ifitobcBifliop, s.AitUhu* 
^idalongtimcatfirft wiihmd,ihat he miehr Oct be chofen,& when afterwards 
vponc6mandmcni of his fuperiour.and alfo of h.s Mctropolitan.hc had accepted 
of it.he behancd himfelfc not w it hft anding in al points ii kc a Religious manj lor 
to fpcake in s, Bnn.irdi owne words. He ferucd in the kitchin when hii lourne »• 
came , he way ted vpon the Brethren as they fate at table, A would not ftffcr *• 
shai they should patTc him oucr, w hen it was his turoe to fing in the C hurch,or to •• 
read, finally.^ie was not only partner with them in holy pouettie , butibefofc- •• 
inult in it, being cheefly and aboue them al, eagef and ambiiious thcrof. •• 

ij. Thelikcisdeliueredofi.F«/^m/«i. He hearing that the Catholickcs SFul^r:.,. 
were rcfolui'd to create Bishops mal the Chun lies which wanted , conirarie to 
t'le order which Trdftmundm , an Arian king iiad made , fled out of his Mona- 
(lerie,andkeptcloirewhilcmanyfouchtaftcihim,tilhe was told by one that 
was ofhiseounfel,thatnovvcal Churches wercprouidcdjbcing,tetourr.cdtohii 
Monaflerie,the people of /^w^rf , who by chance llil wanted aBifliop, flocked 
thither in great Hiiiltitndcs , and tooke him away by force , and did not inticac 
Jiim, but compelled him to be their Bilhop. When he fawe himfelf thus circum- 
icwcd, and could do no other, he dcfired the people they wouldjdohim fomnch 
taiioot as to buy Id him a MonaOcric, in which, euer after he liuedio pet fc^ fub- 
leiflion to the Abbot Fr/<.v,a$ if he had been one of the leaft io (he Coinpanie,and 
>n al things belonging to domeftical difcipline.was wholy ruled by him , atten- 
,0'ng nu( wiftanding dilipntly and catefuUy to his paft oral charge, i^nd not flao 
iv">g Hi -uv pan of hii dwtie toiwiir^ his people, 

H- .^•'■'llomitthailighiofEnglind, yea, of the whole Church, 5. ,yfrt. S,%>i>film^ 
(clmnwuo ivhenlocaci he could llcalc hiiufclf ftombufinyiiitohis MonaHerie, ' 
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cucr thought nimfclfa happy man, And once he declared himfclfto his Brethren 

in thii manner: Difcourfing with thcm» as he was wont often to doe . about 

Regular difciplinchc (licwed himfelf much delighted wich their fight and 

, co:«panie,and in amerric fafhion fayd: Thai he was like an owlc j for jn 

„ owlc as long as ht it in his hole with his youngonei , is plcafant and iocondj but 

„ w !«en he fives abroad amdhg the Crowes and Uyes , they al ftl vpon liim , and j 

„ bcate him; fo he, while he was with hn Brethren, had great plea fiitej but when 

„ hecame among fccular people, he was alw ayes troubled , andcombrcdwiih 

„ much fccular bufmcs j and niorcoucr Hood in feare and anguifti i Icaft he might 

,, tunnehjaardaifoofhisfaluaiion. And at he was th\i!i merrily dcliucring hit 

niindj he fuddcnlyburft forth into tearcs.vfing char faying of holy M : r^f^ 

jfitne of me dt U^flyw myfrifttdi fhecMuje ihe hdtiJ ofattr lorAh^uhtouchetime, 

15. 5../fmom»/airo, hearing that Pope Fu^mius the Fourth haddcftgncdhlm 
IMhop of Florence , coming from NMples^ where he was at that time, ihoiightto 
haue fled into fomedcfert Hand, and hauingaucmptodic , was brought back 
by fomc of his kindred to iViw.i ; where hclabourcd with almighr and iniyoe, 
by letters ,hy intreaiie, andby friends alfo which he madr,^o auoyd thechaf|f; 
til the Pope halfangric,threatned to excommunicate him •, whcrupon aduifwg ' 
wich feme learned men , and finding them al to be of opinion , that he could no: 
\vith fafeconfcienccwithtland it any longer , falling flat vpon his face, and 
wccpingbittcrly ,he^oopodtathai Paflorat chargcj yet Co , as he forfookt 
not the burthen of Religion : For boalrercdneiiher diet, nor apparel j and or- 
dered his houfe, aiiif it had li>een a MbnaOer ie •, tond often went into the kitcbio, 
tndfcourcd the pots > and did fuch like other houfchold offices , as it were to | 
cafe the troubles of his Paftoral charge, with thofc Religious folaces. What 
moie pregnant proofe can a man haue, chat Religious hmniiitie is farrc more to 
bcdefircd, thcnchcdigniticofaBifliop, then to behold fo many Religioui I 
.men, and al ofthemctmnencinfant^itie , cither conllatitly to refufe that degree 
of honour j or when they could -not rcfufc it ,and had trial of it, ahvaieitd 
cftccinc it as a heauy burthen, andbeare it with grccfejand withal, continually 
to r(.(» vnc their Religious praftifcs, either as a folace of their charge, or thit 
ihcy mt'j»ht not wane th« benefit, whctof they knew ful wcl, the exctffiw 
yrcarncfi* . 

j4 ComjtmfQnbetwix't a Kelipous lift ^md tin life of an Henmt,' 
C If A p. XX X 1 X. 

I EreadthatinAncienttlme,the^folirafie nWnnerof Hfe<*fMtt'l 

i mire* , was in v>reat veneration amtotig n»en,and much hon<>0.rn I 

il ot God : Who called many fammis men vnto it , and made thttn I 

\ adinirabk: to ihc world, both by^hc fplcndour of many rareai«l| 

excellent vfinias, and tiieglorie of Miratfles jyearhc pcrpf'tl*l| 

ngnur and auiUriiic of tifStofMnarty' of t^hcni , Wat a contimnll 

litii.xle. Sacli woretlie /"Wj.and tUUriom-^\ifo oi thrcbtjf ihc j/rrf5«/,thetwr«| 

/r.^i/;4r:.<.,and niany other ^leatLigliti ofthcdcfciti,wliofcdccd5,andfiyfn|*| 




aiidtxa«iph8,haucalwayes borno great fway in al matter oi PtiUaion. But 

tliis kind of lilt and w jy of fant'lilic is nov almoil ou; of vfc . yet ii wil not be a 

Diillctocoinpatcihebcneftofa Religious lilc , fuch ns now a dayes is njoic 

frequented, with ihc hci^'iand rarc<icsofihat kind o\ pcrfcdion ; co the end, 

that (ceing it ncucr a whit infciiour to chat , which in al thing? was then fo 

I iiiiiiciii , but lailict that in many things it hath the aduantage of it , wc may the 

calyci knowjwhut cilccmc to mal^ctherof within our felucs.And vpon whom 

can wc better or more allurcdiy ground our difcouifcin tins kind , thenvpon 

ihii famous ^LLuhlohu i who as CafSi^n recocdtth , when he had lined ihiiiit ^''^' ^'^ ''* 

yeaiesincompanic of o^hcrsin aMonaiUric, beiookc iiimlclfaf-crwardsinto ''^' 

rnc wildccnes, and there rcmayncd full wcntieyrares^ and then in his old age The opi- 

ami ripeft iudgcmcnt.aftci fo long experience of both thofc courfes,hauing liucd mon of 

iiithcmbothivvith great larcnes of fanftitic , returned againe to liuc with ^'*^°* 

oilurs i and made chovce to end his dayes in a M<»nallerie j and being asked ^°"'' 

tl)c rcafon why lie did fo j lie difcourfcdai large of both kinds of life, as hauine tUii poidt; 

ni.idc long trial of che>n both ,and concluded, that a foiitaric life hid i his coiMmo- 

ditic, that feuering the mind from al earthly ihings,it gauc it the more frecdomc 

to vniic it fell to God, as nccrcas hnman infirmitic wilgiueit leauc : But aMo> 

jiailicallilehadadoublecoiimuKlitiCitov^it, that dtd it doth teach a man to 

niottifie,or ( to vfc hisowne word ) to crucific his owne wil, and inclination , fo 

chat he may humbly fay with our Sauiour; J C4menottodo my wil , hue my /w- ^^ ^ j^ 

ibers that fern me, Sttondly , that it fieeth vs from taking care of any thing that 

conccrnes the body , and thin king otto morrow* as our Satiiourfpcaketh i and 

leaucsthc prouifioi rhcrof,which is To ttoublefomc and fo ful of mfinitc diftrac- 

lions , wholy to iholc that gouernc vs. 

2. S, i.tftl, felling downc the miellion in ihcfc words:W/>«/;rr ^ »./« lA^r n s.BafiLrtgi, 
refolue^ltofotpl^e thcwoyli/yWerelenertoliHfMfartfr^moihers , or tn compdntr fm. q.y. 
of others of the f.imi mind Ani purpofe -^ mikech ready-anfwcr • that for liis 
part he is hiily of opinion, tluc it is better for many rcafons, that many liucto- 
gtaiherinone houle orfcate. Andhcdothnoifpeakcit,asmeaningtobcareic 
a^vaybytheftrengthofhijowne fingle authoritie , which noiwiihftanding 
wcrefufiicient iocatiicit,hcbcingknownetobcfo woiilay a man in al reU 
pcAsi bui brings many folid rrafous for it^and reckon«th vp many commodities 
ol liuinginconipanie wiiho:hcr$, which in breefareihofe. 

5. Fit(k,he that liueth alone, niuU needs want many good things j and can Rraront 
not make much vfe of thofc which he hathiFot no one man can haiieal things, '"^^ '* " 
but fomc hauc .>nc thing, fomcanoihcr;that by cachangc c^ duties & courtehes f"'7i.*?«1 
bcllowcdvpononcanothcr .Chariiiemi^'hibcmaimayiied, andihai which is pao.cof'* 
giucu amau,. is not giucn him for himfelf only i.but tot the benefit of others otUcu. 
alfo: So that in J. Bajils opinion, a folitaiie life iiath{wo inconwDodities io 'u\ 
firU.that II cannot fupply by others, what it fclfwanteihjftcondly, that if a man 
hauc more good paitt in liim.thcm maybe for his ownc vfc , thcy arc in a man- ^ 
ncr loft,becaufc thcy arc not put out to profit, but hidden vnder ground , w hich *' ^^■*^' 
our Sauiour in ihe Ghofpcl doth much condcmne, Brtwhere many liuetogea- 
ther, a man hues vpon his owne, and helps others alfo wi. h ir, and m;ikcs vlr of 
«hat which he finds inothcis , as much as if it were hiaowne, 
4^ Secondly, he that liucih in compaoic with oihcit^ if he by Ic in ai\y tiling; 
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i> (Old ot u , rtpuliciidtd , and corn C^cd f or i» : and as S. K^fl iayth ,the concuf. 
icnccol many in !t, dorlundikcilu- guuicr iniprdfioninhinji bccaufcnonianij 
^o obltinaic, as notto piclcuc the opinion otmany » btforc Ills ownc finol^ 
I. 6 . iudj;n»cni , and ycald o t he correction Vfluch procecJnhjrommMny , as the Apo((|( j 
fj cakcch totiic CorimluAn'. Uur in a (olitaiic iifc , it is very hard to know whto 
v.c doamillc, bcciufc vice isfutilc, and we willingly pcifuadc ouiUlucs that 
\\ care wcl. Bcfids ihat,tiioii;;h lijc Iccrct iudgiucnjs ol God fhoald be ibrcibk 
enough :orcUtayncvs , yit iuinian inHnnitic it more carried by thcin liiatijiey 
fccandlicare : asalarc natuially muchnioucdwiih that which Kailcth wiihio 
co'nj)afTc*of rcnfc;rcaron,3nd laichjiauc noilung lomuch Force ; and we findU 
ti.</iy txpciicncc , that wc Ibndniorcinawc of ntcn w litn they aic prcfcnt,thcn 
o God and i»is Angels wliofccycs wcknow wcncucrcan.nordotlcapc.Whct^ 
vp.*ii s.Bcn crr/fayth wchTiiccuil which no man fces.nojnan tcprchendi,vvlic» 
re we fcarc no' a controller, the tcptour is more bold to comc:and wickedncsij 
nioic fccclv c5 nitud.B'it inaCoucnt.if ihou do any good, nomahindcisihw, 
andihoiiatc notliilfcrcd (o do cuil, though (hoii haueamindtoic: it is prcTcndy 
difcoucrcd by many , prcfcntly tcpiehcndcd , and ainended • as conitaiicwifc il 
admire , al rcncicncc , al imitate the goodwliich they fee. Thus fayth J.JJrrwW, 
And ( .i(?t.in is o: the (amc opinion, to wit, that in good con^panie vices arc much 
_ niorcicproucd:^ being neuer let alone, but It il laydop6, they arcquickly cuied, 
5. A(h<rdcoinmoJiticofliuing,togcathcr, arikthfmnthc vnion of minds and 
cointitmioii ofmutnal offices, and of al things els: whichaiitis much commtn- 
Cicd intheGholpcl , foircinnot be performed infa^anddccd,whcn afnanliuci 
alone , howfocucr in Wil, he may bt wvl inclined thervnto : snd of this i\ Stfi 
'i'^ a Ivctii t!ius.l f al of vs gathered Log.iScc in one hope of out voc.'.tio be one bo- 
dy, and hautCntill forourhead,& arceuci v oncof vsapau of oivcanotlui.tiuljr 
vuIclU wc agree airotobeJinkcdwj^eathcc iniheholy Ghotf, and iuihpe one 
wi{li3notiicrinthaiikcnc8o^on(ibodv,andnotleadalifi tucry one b himfclf, 
/tucicJ fro.n comijuinicaionwit' il'JC tcU , howc is it pofTibie that in fticha (ijf- 
tiaction.and asit wcrcconundion, orfcpaiation,ihe parts fliould r)mpajlure 
among tlicmU-lucs, and pt jforme ihcir duties one towards anoihci ? Foi being io 
fcucrcd a fuudt r , wc cannot icioycc vv^h ihoic that arc glad , noi banc compaf- 
nonot iho(c< bat riift"cri,bccaiifc<hc*ciyrcpcraiion, makes thai wc know nof 
mw .arUarc t cy ftandl Tuisis of 5. /14/f/f. 

C. A loflu; 1 peciaUommoduic of lining in comnK>n. is that , a$ nothing ij 
mort fijniiciotis, according to the opinion o. s. fffr«,/</ , tl.cn to fulftrthediud 
to liii.^L v-s out in a combat focominiial. and about a matter oHop,Tcat weight 
f'Hicoiacqucncc, .11 ia life cutrlafting. and rof.j. Ik alone iiand to hand wiili h in: 
lo iw>thin ' il mort focnre the bo be where wc may hant hcipe of many. that fighl 
to <c it uct'witii vs. Wrf»i|v read the tragical ends of diucrs,thatliuing many y<a- 
r< s ni t'ledckit , banc faUcd and natchcd much , andpcrfourmcdnianynotable 
tilings, -indatUli rpoylcdal , bt n^circiimncntcdby the dcccitcsof the wily 
ft I pern , ur imvrcoiuc bv that ten Ulc lion and dragon : as lUron : who as (.'//<» 
icportctli.whcohchadfenttdG.xifotiieycarcs.cafthimfelfheadlfigintoa wcl. 
r\ iJanot .cr,cHaclooliU»ly,or Wit kefily, became a lewc.ond was circmncifcdi 
\yh i!i k.'.dof .»ifc'na«crsliapet\invvoryoltcnamon\>t')orerolif3ricpcoplc,we 
c^nny ; iiiia^!p. any oihcicaulic tbcioi\d«tt thai ouc man alone is too wcaJce, and 
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^iT^bcM w thitandihc bruntof loconunuai ana lotKice allauUs." T.at great 
■jhttJeftm^ w .0 was, as wc rc;«:l, lather andgoucrnour of fo great a Monallciie, 
vnJciHoodthisvcty wc)•,Forbcin:;pct^wadcd,\vhcn-h<^wa^ a \onc man , by 
.^//«fowSiiyrues,tofoirakeihe world, he was doubtful wuhin himfclf a good J/j[7o'^^ 
\.'v.lc,w!>cilier he should enter VI on a Monadical, or vpon afolirarielifcibutat jofiuj. 
) \\\, luuing confidcrcd cucry thing, preferred i he lining in common, furre befoie 
I icothff, for as he fayd , ij in .in anu^-e no matt is jo foolish , or fo r.tsh , *s to Jotj.i^e 
inrank^f^diui himlilf Jnnctojft "^fon iheivhole ho^ff ; miichlfjfi tnufi ^ve do jo tn this 
jplriiMdl fcnhJtt-whiih is fat k wore ha\>trtIouSf4nd wheriti weO^ue to do XVith an ene- 
hiif ihtt is f^ne more terrible, 

7. Tiiefift vtilirie of lining in common , is not infcrionr to the former.to wit, 
thatitisnotfofubiti^ttoipirniwl piidc, 0s is a foliiatielife. whcrin the danger 

ihcfofis very ;rea* V according rothatfayingofS. Hiootne'. In tin- dejert pride S. HitrevH 
/juicljycreepeth "^pon Its audi Hafil giucrh the rcafon therof in tliefc uoids: '^'♦• 
/■/.ad fin no hadie l^^irh him ih.tf c.tn lud^e ofwlfdt he doth , it is eafte for hitn to thinfyC 
ih.rr hf h.tth .tht4nd4nily done cnon^ I ; whence it foUotvcth that the P*tc of his mind 
Ijiin^hiddrn^ and prinme to himfelf , he 'ynderjioidrth neither wh.tr hr w.tnts , nor 
Vl'jr profit heh.ithiiudc in licriue : For in yph.it c^nhe shtVf hnmditic^ ivhohmh H9 
Idif "^nirr whom tfhif'nhle himlrlf i Orwh^t teffifnoniectrihej^ie of his th.iritit 
t9\v.r,Js others , liinnjr .r p.irt fro.n euerie hodieiOi hoW ihal he exeri,ij'e p4tirnie,when- 
no hodie dmh wifl'flandhis ivil . 

8. By which words of .?. B /,'«', wc do not only vnderfland, that it iseaficr to 
gctilicvcitucofparicncciii a M()iialUric,by icafon of the copanic in wliidi wc 
line, and by means of obedience ;l)ni wc are put inmindol an other commoditic 
oi that life, whici) perhaps alfo is grca.er then anie wc hauc as yet rpi>kcn ofj Tor 
itcomprizciii al vcrtucsj whiclidoubtlelle arc gotten by pradifc.and ptadtid re- 
quites fome matter whcron to pradifc, and matter there can bee none, in afolita- 
riclifv,as wchtaie s.B,tfil faying; Tor if wefpeakcol charitic,vpon vvhon),f;iyih 
•ic, wilyoiiexcrcifcit } If w*. Tpcakcof humilitic, vnder w hom wil yon reckon 
yon fclfcobc:' Andthe like wemay fay ofpiftic.andcompafTion ,of mctcic, and 
obt'Jicncc,and other fuchvcrtues;and of vices alfrjfor where ihcte is nooccadon 
3tal of thein.we cannot know , whether thercbc anic fuch thing in vs or no,'much 

Icdc can wc rootc it out and extii pate it. Info mud .ihst (.*/;.»» fa\ th.thai the vi- ^''A""'- 8. 
CCS w!)icli wtcairic into 1 he deft rt not cured, Jtc fo farrcfiom liealing by length * '^' 
oftauc.asiliat rather thty grow wotfeand w orfc: I or Mm.tnthin\s himfclf humhle 
<^l''ttient^(»y(\\ lic,,fj lon^4s he (omrsinnoltdiestopanic-djift whcnocc^ftcni^ ojffted^ 
W)rrehy he m.ty hcflitredjfe Wil (juicl^lyfind n.itureWorf^e ^f/tint-.Thethe -yiciswhich 
'Ky Sudden in him, pi c[fitily\shflK> themjelues.Cr *f 'Unruly horfes^yvhiih h^ue hnn lon^^ 
S^pi'in Cp-fedJ)re4l{c the wore yio'irrly is^ fiercely oner the h.trres^to the 'M'cr 'yndninj^ 
«/ tf'etrM.dflcr^for 'V/Vr; if they he nnt curcd^^roXf mure fieri e in ^f^for w.int ofexercife 
WcomMr/f pr.fAf//,-:Wherefore,if vcbeleeue Crf/>.r»,pe^plc that Ik'iuc little CM i)0 
conijctfation with otlicrs.mayoftitnes be in a great cirour,tl)inking that they arc 
bccfroroincvicc.whiclipolldiahihc, orthat thevarcpolKflcdol fomcvcitnc. 
wherof I hey hauc nrtne.And t'let eafon is,becaufc it is eafic to allow of vertiie and A H'ttlc 
lo'«eK,&crttrarii Wife tQlmc&detcftviccwhikwcconf^dcr the nature of tath J^^'/,7» of 
** thcwjch.Moiu kiucs.toi ihcbcautic ofiheone,& thedtformifieofthcot'ur, J^„Jc jy^a 
i>JucU,tlu£t;jcynaiutally makc.iH>p.rcfrion of loue or hatred iiuhc mind-, wb-h vice. 
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|voj>lc find.anJrcfl.'dnot on it.chcy iliink prcfcntly ihty haucthcvfrtuc be* 
C4iifc ihcy ^cclctliactlKy loiicit lanJ inoftcoiiionly c ley arcJiccaucd: foriiii 
oncthin^rothijivv.clol vtrtueano lici tiling, to hauc the habicjofvcrtue-wic. 
kedmcn ihinkc vvcl uf vcrtuc,and in aniomciu tlicy fcaitica fauourable conceite 
of it , and !c is bac tn a«^ ot Our vndcrlhn Jing and itaCoii : but good men on|« 
haue the habit oFvcrcuc, and £;( tic bycimi- and pradilc, and it is fcatcd in the 
wilandaftcdion. They thcrciorc that line a folitaric life lal often inio fuchlikc 
crrours jbccaufethcy hauc no means o try thcinfclucs, and bting their vcrtuc 
tothc touch. (bnc. Trial dircoucrcihthcfc deceits, and ihcoccafion Iayc;hop(n 
our fault* if vvchaueanie. In companici his is often offered , in rhc wildcrnti 
nciict fo that it is withthem(asC>//rf»ravih inanorhcr pljice)asit iswithfcr. 
/...««.. i« ^^ . f.^^ jij JQj^g jj J j^j.y ^ jg jj^ J jj^lj. jj^j^^ ^ J jjgy i^ypj ^^ bodie, not becaufe they 

luiic no poifon in tlicm , but becaofc no bodie comes neere i Juin , to take harmc 
by them; but ifoccafion be offered them, then they fpit their fccret vcnimc: 
And V. 54/// in the Jifcourfc before mentioned, Jaughcth at them that aytncal 
venue by mccre fpcculaiion, and confidcraiion of iti and fayihjfhat it fa!lc;hout 
with them , as if a man would learne the trade of a Carpenter , or of anic other 
handicraft, only by confidcrmg the precepts, and rules iherof , and ncuer pra(Si. 
^ fing anic thing : for be wilncucr be able to compaffc it i which fayth hc,s.V44 

'f^'i-ih dorh infinuate when he fayth : A'»r the bcdrer: ofrU Uwnre luft in thepf^htofGoJ, 
hut ihedoeyiAw\ our Sauiout fliewed v$ , when he did not only in words icich 
vshuinilitic, but added his owne example , girding the towel about him, and 
walhingthefcecofhisfcruants. 

p. Another thin^whcrmliuingtogea-herhaihadiiantage of a folitarie life, 

is , t hat a folitaric man , as 5. U.r/i/ difcoui fcth, thinks ofno bodies good but hii 

r.ror. ur. owne- which fa-.thhe, is 4f>ff4rcmly dg^.ttnH the law of Cl'4ririe, which feekcih wf 

i.ior.ij.i J. us ovnr j whichUw mfin(iih.it the^ftofi'f lidevdHly o'flerue^Mt fteking hu •wae 

hem fit Lnt«fm.<ntf,ih4f they mi^'jfL'j4tte-ly\i\d a little after.hc fticktth'not total 

ita dill and barren kindoflile : in regard tha: noadiondircdediotbc bencfitof 

man kind, dorh follow vpon the contemplation which they haue of God. Ani 

S. Av^uf. J.^M^«,'?<flhai-ing enlarged hintftlfmuch inco utncndationthcrof, yet addcih 

4* n,tr,but. at laU, that manie think it to be too much retired from <hat which bclongcthio 

Bcu't.Mf. man, becaufe it laketh nokindofpaints.ot labour for orhcrs; And that which 

S,r ^ ^'*° ^^l ' '* '* *'^> ""* » ^'^^*'"' '"*'* " Z**^ <"»(> '» himjeff, 4nd no wifemdtif W- 

«(.' iV"'"** ♦ " ^^"'A "»'«"'>' tohtmlilf ; .ind the n4tureojtrut '\erH4e i$,t$dr4\9mmtt»t 

ofthfd.o\nes9ferroiir. Wherefore they that line in companic with others are 

m.kh to be preferred , in regard that euerie one endeauours according to hii 

nbilitie to do pooJ to others j and their light niineth toothers alfo.accordingio 

Afuii. f.'«''. the cominandmcncofourSaniour. andihcrcLy they ^/or»^ their Fdther wh»it 

in hntn. W uch thing s. B t »/doth make no fmalaccourtof.Ina folitarie life 

thoug'i manic excellent things be performcd.yei they lyc al hiddc in darknci no* 

thtn^appcarcth whereby thcRoodnes of God may be proclavmed, no hing 

whcrcly men may beprouoked to follow themiwherfore there can beno doubt 

but that the tace of vertue wUctm manie tunnc logeather,ii both more pleafanr, 

sn^rn^ri ^""^ '"^f profitable, then where encrie one runnes alone by himfelf:atid ;. 

*•' '. }. if ^"'""'''""fh with rcafon make accoiint.that the temptation ii in a manner 

cmi.li. ccjually da.»-. rous , if, a man that it tcfolucd 10 fcrtie God , think to do pen- 
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nance an»id(t the tiooLIes and cat es of ihtv\ Olid, or coBiraiiwife, enter %pon a 
foliiariecourfc of Ufcjandfaythiihainchheiofthim do wclconfidir their owne 
wcakncj,nor the danger which ii; in comb'attirg with' the Diuel. 

10. And this may hirtlce concerning that niariut of folitaric lining, wl ich „,„^|, ;„. 
ivasin vfeomonpthofciir.cient Hcnnitcsof old : now a dayes people pradifc fmoiu 1 
anotitcr more mildc,andc;:fie kind oHolitude, leading a fpiritual lite ptiuatly iij rctitct) iiii: 
their owne houfcs.ouiet, and free from al earthly and itkefomt bi)(ine$:uith j**"* ^'^' 
V hich kind ofcourfcihey are fo taken, I haithcy think ita fccurcr way , and^'J^^J.* 
Ic lie fubirdl to trouble and di(quiet, then a Religious life , but they are farrc 
au ty : For though it be fomething that which they do.ifweconfidcr it in it fcif, 
fot they do better, then they ihatoutoi ambition or couriife, follow the Court, 
or trot fioni market 10 markeii and Uom one Fay re to another : Yet if we fu 
them in compatifon with Religion, f hey are folarre beneath it , that they ate 
not worthy the fpcakhig of. lor fitlhhcy want al the commodities which 
way tc vpoB a life in common , as through this whole booke I haut flKwcd : and 
they arc fubic6i to the fame inconueniences, which a folitarie life is : and finally, 
they are fo much worfe then the Eremites of old , in regard tfat they of old be- 
tdkmgthemfelues into their dcnnes and caucs , fotfooke the world quite and 
cicane, and bad Adieu to al riches and kmsfolk. Thefc men rctayne al thtfc 
thines;and fodo not pcrfe61y renounct that which they haue, but rather lining 
with it, line in t he luidlloffoipanie deadly cneniics:For it is the faying of Truth 
it (cll;7'/;r enrw/Vjo/ '»!./« 4re/»/V</owr/?iVrf/j .And are incCtinual djgcrtobeouet- Miatt.to;^ 
comtby thcoccanons they arein.and fotofoifakethc feruice of God , andihe 
way of venue vpon which they hadentred,andreiourned to the bread and 
rpatious waycs of the world, vpon the confines wherof they dw el : And though 
they dopttftucr , where is the vertueof obedience ? a vcitueforareand (xcil- 
lenr,ondc>ffo great nietit andcon(<cucnce, whereis the denialof their ownr 
wilJwhcrt is the cxcrcife of truehumiltiie ? where isthe Hundredfold , and the 
icA ofthe re wards and honours prcmifcd to the followers of a Rilglons life} 
W'lieiforeifamanbcofthe n»indto ouercomeihe world in his owne houfc 
and home, certainly if he dc fire it indeed, he fliould be better aduifed , to be- 
take himfdf to the houfe of God, that is, into Religion,and rank himfcif with 
the hoaft of God, where he flial more cafily and more coiWUni ly ouercome,and 
find more plentie of grace and glorie. For why fliouldhc not do that wliichlie />„<, 
inicndeth , with ptrfid^ion , and the feruice which he is minded ro offerto 
God, offer it in the manner that may be moflpleafing to him, and moA pro/i- 
f able for himfelf? And he may do wel.to eal to mind the law w hich declared that 
the beaUs, which had little wings, and yet did crtepeon the ground, wtre al 
ofthemvnclcanc,andnottobeeatenof:which was not without great myllerie 
andfigurcthtiiofcthathauinjjrcceauedagood wil ofGod,whcrcby they mar 
lift themftlues vp from the giound , as it were with little wings, wil not with- 
flanding flil cleaue to the earth » and thinkino they may do both , and haue 
•ne footcin the world , and iheother in thekiuic^of God,atctcit^cd froiH 
the feruice of God, as bcafti that arc viidcanc. 
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0/r/;^ irwf^r tf/4 Religious yocation,. 

Chap. XL. 

Y this wi>icliha'h been fjyd ofihcbcncfitof aRcligiou? voci. 
tion i.i ^cicraos.tiicr coliJcrcJ in it fcU.or as coparcd \\ ithothcr 
Siaus, II IS inaiiifclt.tiiat ic istl.c inoU cotnpcndious , and fa'tft 

way of ar.icoiicf, to bring VI fo ica-jenj and tiai al other S(atcs 
ol lifo, I'lcomparifon flurof, luy be fayd.tola-. Ic, as it r.cre.x 

^ ^''<-' '"'^cicohltc wind and \v .<<cs ai^ddangcfous locks in open 

Hj,indihatthisonlvcourrcofnfeisno\vciicnin('iciiai!xour,rc>curcfronidan. 
r^r. w.thin light o; eternal uluationi which is thcland tor w lich our whole 
"-•^•tc as I nuy cal it.-i bound : And coniiqucntl . wc n>iilt acknovv ledge with 
t nanki gjuing and .j is great rcafon wc Ihoulddo fo; and juofclFc witii cxccf. 
inciovandplcalutc,(hat ofalbcncfKs whic. Godcan b.itow vponafoulcin 
« nis ..vorld this IS the grcatcit, and for as much as conccrnct n a cour fc and order 
f'ni...ngj)c hath not anic thing to aJdcthcrunto iu tin, our baoiihmcnt and 
r"ArJ'"agc.tha'canbemorc\Northi€ormorc bcntfkial. s. ^^r/ur./dilcoutfedi 
luciy o this (utjica in oncof his rcrmons.caineaiy ex .orim:; hi$ Brcthrcnrobc 
gratctal tothediuincgoodncs for fo ^^rcat a benefit, and among other pajraqci 
miuliefe words: r;r,4,. W ^ery.re., u .hemrr^^r oU.r CWourr >5, fLn^^hj 
t^^e l.,cnj,h of h,s Si^irnjo ynfpea\^-.!e , W h^tnrh.mMe a jru.f, ,f h;^ .uce, 

cur 00 j or Tvl.a n »..rc JfUjhUr, ...anil 0.,l, . ,r r.>,or,n, ofhnnUt con'.cmn .- 

-.0,,.. r'.y„:r,e,h,, ^r.d ) w<rr 4{rv4yes Ufore our eyr^ JchoUin^ ho^ ^/r^l 

t ry 0/ / .. ;.m ;.;. rv.m^.huftum, of ,h .rr*/,;., of hs cc,r,r»inuno. h ^>uh 

c1.i';.c JrT".''r'''''*°'V ^^^^^^''"Sto X. FrrnW.areto b. confilered in 

n,;i V hk r r ""'"^''''*^^^''^^^' '* ''-• »''-^'- > by 'ow nnich the 

i'Jth-^'nv 1.1 '7;'r"''?^7"^^- '^^ '^^"•^' ^^ <^' .K-eoutofprifun.::* 

I - -^ .. ^s , .viur.ni.c was held. Aud what wasour ri.fon: Tuc world h.iol 

mifchccf' 
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mirchccfandniifciici tulol lnii.c»,\\i.itl»-i»ii.t guticit uuleric «i al others 
rulolaiMbiiion.andloofcncs , andinfinit dangers. Tl:c world, where wcfinU 
no Older , but a perpetual confu/ion of al things , darUcs , blindncs , inconltan. 
ciciTht'woild,thc la\v( s and Maximcs where! arc exrrcame pernicious, ilic 
examples dcadlic, men and Diucls innnmtiableprcui king v$ lo (jiinc i J«t vs 
t/icrforcgiuccartio S./co, wl oas lie oficnireaicihofiliislublcd , fo in^ncof ^'^M-i*'. 
his fennor.s particularly hi favih in this manner : 1/ is >«-r> h.inl^ ^nd difficult, to '" 'I'**'^'-'S' 
flay lie linjiiilcihesofour kirrftom A ni4micr of ftnne , MndwhtreinnuwtrMe Jlw 
)(mcnfio}yanine on tuerie fule <ia fpc^{e -ys f^ire , to ^tMhl to no {ird of corrtt" 
pnon \\ ho loKchrh fitch, .ouiis hot drfiUdly tt i^A'hodoih not ytaU toyvejik,en(s 
lffifJ)}y,'hoisojJoemfnet}ipii)ifie, us to rece/iite no JKtyne frotn tlx w.in,e 



thncj, Tvi/houiwlmhivf cannot line ? And chus much concerning ihccuilsliom 
whichwcarcdeliucrcd. 
J. Ofthcbkllcdnts ofihc life, to which wearc franflarcd.J. r.ertiMd foa. S.Dnntrd. 

' ' " " "' ' I IfJKch you , IS 



kcth in brccf iDanic ihinj^'s , and il.ck arc his words : V\ huh 




f , , - ' / •• y-tjlcththorcjt...^ 

itly,o}et,;t,cr, cvhfuUtul), ,s joot.fr j ur^al , ,W mo,c M,.nd,r,.ily rrTv.rr^/f^. "''^J- 
VV!:ar can a man d-fii c more • Or can rhcre be a greater bene fit the n , Lis, whii li 
cont-yncth in rr» To mai,ie btiiihts.- Or be placed inniattcrs of grtiiti \v tight 
and in>p()i ; 3..c< ? What can a man Oc lit e m this lilc more auailabic foi (ali.ai ion, 
or more jikcly to miirtan t a contmual peace and tranquillitic ol mind and 
bod:c al the timi ( f our hie ? S, lohtt i hryjofonu hath a long clabo.atc dif- S f.i 
couircroil)ispiii,o(c,|htwingciiidci.ily,thatfa.icn.ortri.ftcr fhitwiack in ^''^'/Z? 



t!a vvor^;i,tIci,inR(.lii;ion,andaKii.rjricgitattr tiangtr , and p;ntih 
rtafonsfout.riiU.bccanlt more il.ings trouble thcmiStcondly,b(cai.fcih( 
.norcneglii;c..tlvandca.cl.ny , Th.rdlN bccaufc ihey arc mo.c ueakJ aiulThrccrca 
fe.blr. Com.ar.u .fc-.n,//,. I.feo;. Mon/,, (aythhe. //;r ^v.tun arc ,.r,t Jo ,rc.t. Tons vVu 
rulnth,yhaucu,,m,uJf.nrc'u^cathir, -wd ., cjuter fe.fon ,ar,rl ,bnr 1, dLwour in lunn^ „/ 
tnf4f^inca!u/piimon„yyU;e.,f,isj.ir>t fnorrt.trne/f, S, C^Jariui fycActU clo '^ '""'^'^ 
quently aid weltoihclame point, inoncol his homilicstohis Monks • V\V i"""" 
^r;*lv..rDy,hhc, th^.thr, n ., ttta, uVP.rd Uyed ^p tn the hie ,0 come for the ^^"""■ 
Jr.r,tu.d ^v.rrefMre , 10 whnh Wr h^ue bonml oi^rjclues i ^//r ,/ m mMrl^c ,t Wel we 
^rew a manner, np>fjentpofjejiionofp,frt 6fthe rtW.t,d in the Wur/^e tt felf Tv)„ch- 



I't y line 



V^(h,,ue ,n Lfful .• ^mUenainvly it is - -Vf ry ^r«/ tenefim/thn cotirje , thJ^ve h.ttie u^""'"" 
h.fdihepoy,n,oionfemnrthewM, .nd i^e.mtojert^e fJoch thatwe h„ue slAeu m2 '* * 
•# the nnfcrAhle cou.m^nd wA.fA fitme W ouer -Vi . .,nd rfc.pedtbe fil'hie flMuertt ' 
oj cUltotue ^nd /«/? : .^,;rf ,s i, vot4,tt^t reward to hanr nothing to do With ,]yt 
-W^ld^n.ttcberrMledWtth clrftre of -Canities 1 not to U M^u4,uted Wtrh tme 
rnmrnus crime ? ,0 ^ le.fde.,n inn^cen, life ? to line in Ur/Jed ChMfTttie } ,0 pojfcffe 

'fdotne Jjral'^eth 
tufttres without Tnu.is.U 

4 Let vsihctforeconddet how much God haih bellowed vf on vs,in this 

hoi/ 



y,r„,oHi crme ? to le.ide An tnn^ctnt l,Je ? to line in hlr/Jed Chdfftti 
i»mitm with the feare of God in elurious poittrtie ? whirof\\,Jedi 
«/"'n Betnris a fmal portion With ihe fe.tre of God; thtnffut treuf 
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- !>olvv7c^ioni\cttitcckon,.fwccan.whaii;ainc vvc luuc iradc from ihr 
" ,', ,.c w!hc h vvc luuc been -aihercd togcailicr in ihis placciftom how many coo. 
" fcnaPes ifron. how manv aJuUcrics. thcfts.pcriuries, facrucdges , u-c hauc bccQ 
" clclincrcdi and then we dial feclc how much wc arc alfo obliged to God for.he 
•' nrcrcni benefits. If wc were now mthc world, what iuould wcdo o:hcr,thea 
*' IvaHovinrynne,anddcHlcourroulc withdayly ftaynes , and goarc u with 
" das Iv wounds , and not fo much as fccle then ? For this is the pi oi'cinc of wic 
" kedcuaomeoffynning.thatthemoreamanfynnes , the lellc he vnderltandi 
" h.sfvnncsiand the more heisdchghtedio fynnc. Andonihcocher hdc, the 
" ,„orccaref..lamani«ofhimrclf.themorchefeareih. A! this out olS. (<>*,. 
Thcho- vvhcrvmo we may adde.ihat God hath not only done vs thcfauourtodc 

rour ,. hid, ^J^'^^ ^^^^^^ ^^, j^^ ^^ ^,f^hc Diucl tnd finncibut exalted vs to ilu height 

man '.aVai -vul fplendour of Euangclical perfeaion which doth m.ght.ly rayfe the value 
iin^Jumto a.Klclkemcof.hisbcncfiti and no words are ruMiCunt.oexprcIc the grcaincj 
Kclijiiyu. ji^.jof. -„ we wilendeauour todcclarc it in fomemearurc by tl»c cxan.plc fol. 
1. w inj^ For as if a great and mij^luic Prince had an enemie^that by many ttcachc 
rouswaycs had diners times fought hit vtter vndoing snddeftruftion audit 
bcinc now in the Prince his powcnokil him, he should notwuhftanding nor 
oolvuiUmRlypitdonhim . but be friends with him . and take him intohii 
iHMifc fct him at his board . and giuc him an honourable place among hii 
ioy.»lilfucifofallethitoui with Religious people, tor the infinit goodncsof 
God, not contented totavfevspoore and needy fnakes his enemies, from «h« 
eaithofourvayne imaginations, or from the dung oi our loathfoiiK fynncs, ] 
^r „ haihinnoblcdvfi morcoucr folarre,as to tanke y$ w/^/'riWj»wiih//;f /»r/«rr;»/ 
^" '"' hfs fcopU that is , with thofe , that for as much as concerneth their owne perfcc- 
s nrrurd.f. aion , Iiold the fttft and chccfcft ranke in ilic Church ot God . which 5. Btmri 
tif//»jr4i. dochasheiswont,moafweetlycxprcrtc in chcfc woids: Finally , if perhaps 
*' h)r(aking fornication, we had rcanvncdinconiugal Chaftiiie , and- notembti- 
" cing he coo.icel which wc know is giucnofa Tingle hie ,bm abUayningfiom 
" rapine and ftaudc, had lawfully vied tlut which was our ownc , not arriuing to 
•* the Euangelical perfeaion, wherof it is wtitien: if (hoH^viUh(ferj'eti,*o,Mi 
Af«i.ij>.i7. ffl^l,i,4tihoHh.,llnnflfo%xvmey how great a mere V bd it been , if , 1 fay dell. 
" ucrcdfrom fo many fvnnes. in winch many of v$ being entangled', expcdcd 
*' nothing but death . and the fcntence of mofl ccrrainc damnation, wc might hiue 
" brct ltd in fomc infcriour degree and comfe ofl ife > The prodigal Cliild duift 
notarpireioihcrankeofChildrcn,but thought himfelfc happiejf he might 
but dcfcrue to be admitted among the hirelings. But fatherly louc could not con- 
tent 1 fclf , wuho'it (hewing him mcrcic in fo abundant meafui c , at was able to 
makcthocldcrbroiher.thathadncuet dejjattcd from his father, cnuit h mloiit: 
So , ii(frfh heln:,(di\\c mercy of out God, abundantly pow red forth vpon vii 
I *t'ioUhildrcnofwrathanddiftru(l, not only receaued vs among hii clctt» 
burcalkci vsinto ihrcongtegationof theptrfta.Thiisfay h 5. Bertidrd.. 

6. hr^l.fii fitft General of the Blacktriats after J. Pow/mc/:, a man of great 
l.uia t c and a»ithotiii«,htth a rotable faying to tiiis purpolc . Mauing cloaihedi | 
cvT :vM<- ^: 'lict iniheholy habit of his Religion , in the prefenceof many of 'I | 
I I. t Co npar.;on$,hcmadea'longdi(courfc vniothemof the happincs ofi 
iiei.jjou* Suic , at which they w>cpt mod bitterly j whctvpoa he tun ed nil 
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fpeccli vmo (hem, and told them ihey ought not to weepc,for ihcy were now to 
part from this their ftiend,buc rat her out of cnuie, that he had cholti. the better 
part by fatte, ihenthcyi becaufe Religious men feme God in natuie of gentle- 
men of the priuie chamber to a Prince , with whom he is euer inward and very 
famihar:Builecularpeople»ifthcy ferueatal,thcy feiucasit wcreinthekiichin 
or in fome other meaner office. Therforcitwcrcfairc hettei for ihcmto opm 
their eyc$, and coitfidcr. that the dore is open for them alfo, irihcy l.auc a mind 
10 enter, and fit at bord with the king. And his words fel not vpon ihc gioui.d, 
foroneoftheCompanieneuer went further, but prcfcntly bctookc hm.fclie to 
Kcligion,and al the reU foone after tookc in at the fame port o* faluation. 

7. Andcertaynly ifwccalt vpihe particulars' ot al the gitat <.onimodi;ies T''*^ '^"*' 
whcrof I hauc ac large difcourfed , wcOial find, that in rlis one bemtit of Reli- , ''^^'^^ "^^'^ 
gion , al in a manner is contayned . that wc can pofTibl v dcfire : a conrtdrrat ion, ^^cd vj. la 
wliichwefliouldalwaycshaue before our eyes,lSt hauc deeply imptinu din out bicck. 
harts. For heere \V« hauc perfcd remiflion of al out former offences, as in a fe- 
condBaptifmejourflclhistamedby holy fobrietir^weateatleafureio think of 
hcauenly things ; and feuered from al that may any wax hurt our foult. T' t wil 

of God, is the sulc of our aaion«:and al kind cfvertuc in continual, and vigoi out 
praaife. Heere wereceauedireaion fromSujeriouisjlijihrfrcmpatticulai Ru- 
les, abundance of in ward gracej increafeofmeri icomtoitin fraternal chariticj 
mutual afTidanccjand patt ofal the good works that are done arnopg vs. A\ 
wliich arc in thcmfelues wonderful beneficial: but wiihal, greatlv innobled and 
imbellishcd by the golden linkeofourvowei,andcrowned at laltai the hcwro 
©four death, with that fccuricic which a ftate fo remote from the world , and fo 
ncere bordering vpon heauen , and heauenly thing$,doih vfually bring vnto vs. 
Totheaccomplilliment and prefertiitioi' whcrof , do concurre , the particular 
louc, fauour.and protedionof God,and out D. Ladit, athing wondti fully to be 
cftecmediboihforticprofitandpleafuri which iccompanie it. , 

8. Seeing thercfoie we find fomiich wealth and riches in a Religious State, [;,j'j^J^*"* ** 
what can wc reckon it ro be oth<r , then the Trenftne hiJdtn mthc fields whkh -[j^^f^jjc. 
when fhewdn h^d jound , for loye , he WfDt dnd fold 4I that he h^d^ >irtd hnwh thsr mm. i j.44« 
yifW J Forcer: ainly Religion may molhruly be called a Treafure , or lathcr ii 
contayticih an infinite Treafure , feeing it harii within ii fo infinite riches , and 

fnch abundance of wealth, not of one kind only, but ol manner of wealth hta| ed 
inamaffetogeather.Nowhethat findeth a Treafure, hath great aduantagc rucr 
another nian,that is rich by trading^orotheiwifcifoi he that tiadc^( forcxiplc) 
Cometh to h is wealth by much paynes and labour, and runneth manv hazards in 
the purchafingtherof, and it is long before heger it togea her : but hethaifinds 
at(eafure, lights vpon al logeather, w ithour labour cr danger, and in a moment 
is rayfcd to cxcefTiue wealth and happines. But it is not euciy bd'yrhitiigh s 
vpon it , but rather veiy fewe. Vo fecnhr people incrrafe their lloi k of vtiiuc by 
inu( hand long Rriuing for it , andoffnies they fi.fftr Ihip wrack , and in one 
houre.tecfe al x\\n thev had laicd vp ograther in maiiy yeares,by t;j|ling but into 
oncmorialfyflnt: which lias! howea.y^yeaht w da ly a thirgis it, inafeafo 
iul of ihelues and tcmpeils? A Rtiigious man fitidci h a Tredfure , and confequt nc 
ly is furrc more happic. becaufe al at once is heaped and thronged vpon him, Tiic 
iUtc if fcifc igid vocation, bccaihiih »ii( wcic into his hait the fpuit of Poucnie. 

dd and 
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>U. l>«"cuUr .lFcaionto,Cl..aiuc. ,na Obedience, ai ih..,g. 0;^^^?. 
'I.e.cc, fpirit of HeLgion; ,nJ widul i, giu«l, him .1 o<l,e, ,„>«'?'• 
cenne„cc„j,„,s.p«cly flowing fromtholetiuec , .ndpa,U.,"cd 'ifc"!^ 
vpl,olJ.ngot .hem. ^/r,./i„ . where no" golden Ufpars ororiemP^* 
but .„»ce preuo,., ...d „uer Ge.nme. . of |,e,teftceL and vft"'^^ '"^ 
in e«, I, . bu. ,„ heauen , .,c Leaped logchct : But vet , hMel,r\T ^ 
cau.efcw JoK„o.v.l,e,alaeofit..;wdofindit , for L Xh o« s!:"* 
........... fay J of Eunuchc.. is mytrue. „„ ./ «/;, Mi, W / J V"/'""" 

.r».» .and whereis it hidden ( ,n,l,,fi,U, . place voydofcompj^r? " 
ito,n .he noyie ol Ambit on , from toylcfon-r '.aficlc ,ixS2cl^,t ' 
Prn,c.. . and ye, not in a wood . or vpon a h,l , but in .jCu . .wh r pcoZ 
to plou^,. and fowe , and bcliow labour .„,„,„„„„g{|,c gro„n"W! 
ai-rce.. („|, .0 Religion, for it i. feuerod from the tur.no- 1« of 1„ :!« 
and culttuateth the mmd with al fpititual indnil.ic . fparin« no "bour '^ 
cau„o„ . mortification ; and.tcannofoonetbe lajd^ayre o«n bl;/'" 
cy'i. bythelightwhlchGoddothgiuev.. but Piefcn;!, our „" ., 'jT "l" 
le.Klvt.ken. andi,.fl.medwuhde(i?eof it tha.Wftrc„er ZIIa''^ 

Sau o : - 'l- 'r"""'"""S '" l-'rc'Ko..rrchKsof,t.rd.l. w tht;' « 
Sau^om Ipcakuh. no. ,vocpl„g ,„il lamcntlng.as ifa man were to «ndl?„ f 

rate a, wh.ch our Sau.our.whohi.h i, 10 fel, ha h fct i.i thai'L hv f,lif ! 1, 
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fure.at focaiica rateatrelfu .IC ■' ^""'""pg 'o incomparable a ttea^ 
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iti'.wl.ath.r iTbc7ot d' .noMoT"'"^ kT?"''""*'"'-"^ 
aM.,g,rie.focftilbu"l .'!!•' "^'-^ 

f^.^^"..orn.M;afe::;il^rrrte^^^ 



au 



»» a lutlc (and, or dutt, in comparifon ofir, and lone it abooe heaUli and bcamiri 

©r ifhc hauc not yet bought ic, ^Vilcftcentt any thingidb prctions tobcftow 

vpon it, and not rather, as J. ihrgortt fpcakahintliis very {\xh'\cO , will-nplv S. Greg, 

forfakcatthic he loucd among earthly things, forgoingrhat which he had got, ^•»'- ". m 

dillributinp that which he had gathered rogcaihcr ,an^d thinking the beauiie o( ^ "■*"£• 

ejrthly fublUnce whichplcarcdhimbefofe,defomieJ,in comparifon of the hif- 

icrofthispretiousMargarite,whiclinow onlyfhincthihhisniimi? 

8. it^/i^w, one of the firll (tones in the famous buildings of the order of r. -., 
FrAnciSf amin of fo great ran<fliiie. that wlien he heard the name of God, orof u^^'f' 
Hcaucn, hcvvas wont tobcptcfcntly tranfporfed out of himfclf, is reported to if^iHima 
hauc made this amfwcr.ioonetiiat asked his advice , whether it wrre befl fot ^'aicilcao 
liin to enter into Religion: Tel n^e.fayd he, ifa poorc man fliould come to k now ^' '*'^' 
forccrtainctliat in fuch a place thcic lay hidden a great treafiircj would hi (tand " 
toaduife, whetiier it were bell for him ro dig there or no? The man anlwcrci', " 

No :Then,raydhe,wiih how much more alacritie and readynes fljould iiui. " 
runnc to the infinite Ticafuric olGod, whrcc only arc the true &. eternal riclits? " 
which the man vndeifUnding. went prefenrly ai^d fold al that he had , and h;^- ** 
uing giuen ir among the poore en: red into R eligion. 

9. The fame holy man being once demanded , whether a man might 
remayncin fauour with God, and hue in the v\orId, made anfwcr , that he 

might , but he had rather haue one degtec of grace in Religion, then ten in '^''^ '^'"* 
the wotld, becaufe grace is eafyly prefcruedandincreafedin Rci;gjon,nhcre p/^^f^jJcfh 
anun liues fequc-flred from word!/ irok»4>lc^^4a4 tuimilts<|.^hich are deadly onrdrgtce 
enemies of the grace ot'God > ahii moreotje^ is Ctticobugfcd and egged on coofCiacem 
vcrtue by bis (pirituil dK<hrcn : In the world ^raa it cafily loll, becaufe *^fhRion, 
fecular care , which it the mother of diftta^ion , doth kinder and tjuite ^«^^'c***i 
takeaway the fwectnei of grace , and by their euil examples J>eoplc prouokc ,'"ojia. 
one another to euil , and withdraw one another from that which is good, » 
and as it were by force , take a way the life of the foule , and throw it » 
headlong into eucrlafiing denru(5lion ^ fothat without dpubt,it is much better „ 
to haue farre Icffe grace , fo it be fecured and a(Tt(led with fo many helps to .. 
iiicrcafc it , as are in Religion , then to hauc farre greater grace, with fo .. 
cuiJcnt danger, ai is in the world. Thcfcarcibc very words of that holv man. The vifTon 
10. VVherlorc let vs conclude wLarvvehoHe hiihcrtofayd , and mucii more ofs Anfcl- 
whiihmigfitbcfavd, of the mirciic of tliis world, and of thegreatncsofthis »"6' 
trcafure.inat is,offIichappinesofaRtligiouslitc >with the heancniv vifion, in 
which both thefe togeatherwcre drclaicd to s jfn/elme^ofwUC wc find recor- 
ded, that being once inanextafis.tiSfportedouiofiumfclf.hc faw a miglKielwift 
Riucr, which drew al the filth of the whole eai h into it fclf , fo that the water 
rhororwusinod horribly fowlc and (linking, and befides,ii carried away with' 
if wha^focucr it met, ni'.MJ and women, poore and rich. Which fight mouing 
hiiu to great admiration and compaflion , he asked how thofe pcoj^le liucd, 
and what w.isthcit (udciiance ? and it wasanfweted hitn , that thtv drankc 
oftli't filth w'.urin tluy wallowed , and t(^oke great pieafure thcrin , mi- 
fcrabli crcaiurts t^s thty were -, ard w i' al, the vifion wasdcclaied thus 
vnto iiiin: Tliat the Torrent wjs the world , whcrin people are blindly 
catcicd awayc with thcic cichos and honours, and vnlawful delights i and 

dd 1 though 



in 
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thoiigli they be fo infinitely mifcrablc , that they cannot icmpet themfilm, 
in any thing, yet ibcy cfteeme themfehievfortunatc and happic men.From ibco. 
cc he was carried Into a large fjpatiousfcatc, walled round about, andihewtli I 
being alcoucrcd with beaten Uiucr.made a mod glorious flicw^ wuhinihiiin. 
clorurchc beheld a pleafantmeddow, fill grovvncwiihgrairecfalliangc nature' 
for it was al filucr , and yet grew, and was foftand pliable j fo that when hcfatj 
downe vpon it, it gaue f nder him , and rofe againe , when he rife vp. Thcairj 
was moft fwcct and plcafanti finally al things were To delicious in it , that a miQ 
might think himfclfc abundantly happy, if he had no more but that. And thiiht 

was told was a Religious life J God (licwing him by thcfc fimilitudes.t hat inthe 
world al things are vile and loathfome , fickle , deadly , and euer tending to d^ 

ftruaionjandcontraricwifeinKeligion,ahbingsbciuiifulandplcafau(ifiii|l|| 
lirigl^iC»aodru{i)ptuoui,as(iluer« 
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THE SECOND BOOKE. 

OF TH £ H APPINES 

O F A 

RELIGIOVS STATE. 

TUB V I{^B F ^ C E, 
That a Religious State is not only profitable , but l^snourablc. 

i> Ehold how good , and how pleafant it if » io dwel Brethren in one » Tf4im. ijt. 
^Jjk Astheoyntnientinthehead, which dcfcendcth vpon the beard of 
I^K/ Aaron:Asthedew of Hermon, which defcendcth vpon mount Siorj 
liJCB? becaufe there our Lord hath commanded biefling , and life for euer. 
^ ^>Y4/ eomnt*tul4l ion ofdfociMe lij€^4 life lesd inftnmen tofedthtriMnJ ^rtdt pro- 
mijestitvd reXO^rJioj FrattrnAl Uue Mndc§niMtU{ioit,fet forth ^ not by man , \mt hy 
the Holie-Choft , who cannot be mtji4l{en in the Weifjjt $f hit prdyfes , nor mtjfe of the 
terforw^nce , ofwhdt hee fromiieth : ^ntilfoth the prdyfes of this life ^atsd promifes «/ 
the Holie-Cboil do fo froferly , und dfipdrently spree with 4 \\tli^iout St.tie^thut 
tto nutn can doubt , but the I^pydl Vrophet , when he Iftteretlthis Vfphetie , h,id the 
frstne 4vd idfd thtrof before his eyes , ^nd bebeU Jo lon^ before , the bedutifulnes 
9f this forme of life y in the diuiiteltflu then tommunitdttdltnto hiw.Vihieh S. Bafil ^ ^''^'• 
Jelittertth, when j'fe4kjni9f/(^rlir^touspeoi let and di[cot4rfini^ 4t Lrc^e of their hdp- ['"^^ '* "*^ 
fines t inconclufionhefaythithAt the Tyophet Dauid im hts Vj^ln.est (nn^ thus of 
them : Behold how good , and how pleafani it is , to d w el Bre; hrcn in one ! Ex- 
preffing the holincsofthcitlifc.by the word, coo^/iand the contentment , and ^ . ^- 
ioy,which artifcth from fo great concord and vnion, by the word/;7<•.^p«^^w^^pr,|]*" [ 
ledrned S. AuguQin 1 imerpteiin^ thdi Tfdlme^ ttdcheth no leffe^ m4f{inr no doubts but 
thdt the whole TfJrne, Wjs penned pur pofely^ ofBjUj^ious people', .tnd Jefldtcth with- 
ttl tbeftedt forre which tljefCooi},apd confentmettt heeredefcribed^htith to Work^ ypon 
tMff;mfWi:Tliefe words of the PfalterJ^;//; /)«,thiB pleafant found > this fwect 
melodic, both in the cate, and in the vndcrlUnding, begat MonaOerics :This 
found awaked the Bicthren.whohauecouLtcdto dwel in one : This vrrfc 
was their Tiumpet:it w as heard ouer the whole earth,and they rhat wcrebcfotc 
diuidcd, were gathered togeather. //^wiyf^^e J.Auguflin, atijyery truly. 

a. forfirfl . thendme of. Brethren , doth fo fully ex pre fe ^ thdt which fdfitth in d ^,1;^^;^ 
M^eltetous C§fnmtitiiiy,th4l there eould net bt d word deuifed ,to fi[ nify, the thing tnore mtnfrtftrl^ 
liuely,btcdufe 4s Brother s^thfy hdueone^dndthefdmt Fdther^one dndthefdtne 'Mother j trt 0r<- 
M reetdue the ffirttitdl life which they Itddjrotit one God^by the feed of the Hotie chojt »^ 
ftWen in their hdrif , diid drec9nte4uedinoneandthef4mewmbe of their A/o-ferr, 
K%h^iWtbeirt,n§tby ^frlM tbereof^bui by tht^euue of cU,dS Jf.fyd,4nd ^eh'j^ioio 

fttdstiem 



THE fJlJSF'^^M: 
fieJs them A , 'With Mimilks , ni$rfurin^ ihtm , ^nd ^r/»g'»g them h ftvfitflti'* % 
h'tr true and nMfurdl children, ^ 

Thcu^h to the Vrophtti thtnd , the nrnt of B r« hrcn, ///V norfuffi,ieHilj decUt 
i^ff.4 ii. the Ifftion^ which IS Itetvfixt fhemth.tt4reltnf{cdi»ge4tbey kfJ'oJfrfi(^ht>tL»nd 4^ 
iherfore he dddcd^ thdt thty Avfcl in one, thdt u.Are nl one tog^mher j \vhich is fl ,^f 
t>fl{fl{lfoi*s ftofle , rh*t it is in 4 m inner proper to them Alone, For .0 ihej^me S. Au- 
gtl/lmc oh'erueth , tht) Uhv to^cdthcr^thst rhey 4re J .ts it yvere hut onr tnAn j 4^^ 
th.it vfhtch is -ivriitenin the AdSiiiyertJied of thcmiOiK foulc.and one hart. M^ny 
Ltdits , hut not hj^ny h^ts. 

W/hich ■>■»//>• , is the more to he tfleemtd, hee.tttfe it it tiotgroHnicd ypon neemesef 
f'lice , but yponfpifit , .rw./ co^tfrquendj liifiAnce ofpl.ice, doth not diniJeii •■, htcauft 
^/Caffianj^^-rf^z-^t^thcCo'iabiittionof manncrs.and not of places, ioynethihc 
Brethren to.',cac'icr in tliccycsofGod. ^nd .is the dv^eliina^m one hottfe, Ann^Utl, 
liitlfyVfhtre (here i, not 4pr(enne»it of minds ^4nd conjitions . fo the dijldttce of pitct 
hinder (ih ttof , vphert tmnds .tnj 4^1 Jions cotifot t to:;C4iher, 

VJkrfore with^redt reafon , the fweetnes , and profit Mcnes of this life , is ctm 

^"M. a.tu ^*^''^* '" ^nOymnxcnt , dnd to dew : ^tid to no ordinMrie oynlmetit , hittioihe 

w7hc*''" "^"'"fnf^^hicblVJs -^tfedypon Vricj}s,4ni^ynimem^woflfr^^Y.tnt,4ndocfori[mutt 

Vxic\\\y *'*' coy/ecrdtini^ them to r?/>./, >/)oi iWjj^ it tr is yvom to bee }tWeed: To <^iue >; /o 

oyotmcot. "^nderjl tndth.a thcyyv')o enter >/^o;m l{eU*iQn^ courfe,4ndmeete to^entCer inthit 

hroiherlyfociety , 4>e confecr.itcd to Cod, 4nd con;'ecr4te(l 4S Vriejis, them'ehes btin, 

* rf4//y .S.r rifi:e , 4ml offer in^ to the Dtnine ?il4ie(ly ettery d.ty m4ny S tcrtfi^es , 4tti 

oj.Mtotts ofihcmfelues. No yc^'uhr ther fore Jf from fo ^re^t pcrfe^fott of V»7«r, 

4 for. %A6.fHeh .tboHmUn.e offweet i ours doe ijftte , 4s to replenish) the whole hoitfe of God, 

which ts the (hitch, 4nltomA,e HjUfJtms people themfelnfs , hoth MmiM , W 

4dmir4b'r fo 4' ; 4nd 4S the Jp^J}!efpe'.tketh , 4nodour of life to life to mdny others, 

infl4min. rh:m with loi4e of the lil^e -^ertue 4nd perfeflion. 

5 . Moreotitr , 4s the Vne(Hy oymment , W.tsfoperfelVy coo i dndfr f{jr.«n^ iec.wfe 
tlTVu compounded of m4tty odoriferous inj^reclients,fo ( .ts ih4nef4yd more m Ur^t 
elnvhere) theht4(ty, 4ndlcMefii of ^eli^iouf people ts the ffre4ter, hec4t<;e the vV- 
ttte.fnd f.tnfl /> ofm.tny.doth meete toge4thtr. In which repl} S. Bafil comp4rin^ 4 
Jo.n.i V /,/> , '^^tj,^ lij'f Itddin compdny of others, pre ferreth this; heeaufe ,4s hefftd- 
V''^ t Ml Good.and Pleafant thing, to wit , the cohabitation of Brethren, in the 
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Sn^^up. rf0A/;UW/y, 4^ 4lothe, things, interpret to he, either the Utter tymes , inre^nrd 
">**Jo?re.ttexcelie*nyofy(ru,e,W4^referueHiothef,*lnes ofthe cho^'h,or ptifec 




J'"" 'tftlf', het4ttfe4s the ^irment ends in the tl-lrt^fo r4y,h h , they 4reperfen,^hi 
\f^'Vhovffoclwe'to!'e4ther,ih'y4reperfra,w' - "" • ' ' ^ 



whofufdtheUw. 




rui fn^9 9 ^ c si 

mtlvfhich the file Uueef God, krUcoelethimhem »4l9ueoftbinti iufefiinr , 4iU- 
exitnf^niiheth the lintjuiee hedt of toneupifcettcf, ^mltt fiHeth not 4$ 4 fnjddim 
thtWreofr4yne,withgre4tneyle 4iul yielence^knt li(e dtw , fo jm.d, 4s no men 
fierce 4uef it , hut he thMt hdth it , 4ntl he th4i h4th itydethnot eiUy find pleefure itt 
the tnnper ofthe infer i«ur heetes which pojfejjfe 'it, ^itt profit by the jrttirf$tlfiet^4tU 
plenty off^ood Worl{ei hefhwed ypon him. 




is,they4re not tdf-.en with delight of 4ny ofthe tr4nf$t9ry things, which they bene 
forfiken, Theje hilsflundin needofihefreshttes of this he4uenly dew, 4nd ifitrnsy he 
jdidtobeduetoAtty, tt it due to them, to the end thethduing before h4nd , in thit life^ 
4 t4fl of thit future h4p pities , whitb we dlexfeti , they mdy he the more infidmedwith 
the loue , dfiddefire therof, 

yMieiefote in this fldie,thus improtted dnd mended by the dew diftHmofrtm dhotte, 
thitsfweetned 4nd fofinedwith the frat^rdney of diuine oyntnicntf , With fredt red" 
/^«/;4r/> God commaundcdblcfllng and life for eiicr, »/>-*Mi, not dny ttmpordl or 
ihort lij e, or hit ffnio, but 4 hle^itig dnd life eierndl, 4ndneuerf4din^. For here isfredt 
tueajure ofthe true h^nowUdt, ofc;od,which d» our SdHiourieHeth >^, is our true life. hhn.Xf. 
HcerethcWordofGodfottndescontinudUy inour edres, which Wordt it fpirit and life. hhn. «'/j. 
Heerewe lote our brethren hy which WC know , 4* S. lohn j^tdk^thf that WCC art »'•*»• J. H 
Ctanflated i toni dcai h to life. 

6. But ,il dre not U.id hy pt ofit,m4ny rdtherfet little by the poynt effrofitidnddymf 
4t honour dnd preferment , thdt whichS, bcfmtdfdiih^froHtng yery true: M ofyidrt 
Jeftrens /« 4fcend . 4I conct to he exdlted. We dte noble credtures,dndcdrry 4 hieh mind, l ''"*"' ^^ 
4nd therefore ndtu, dHy defire hiirhnes.V^hereforefeeiiig Godhdthmdde jo sre4t4ceounf JZ^r 
of 4 l{elipousf}4te, 4f to enrich itfo m.iny other W4yes, he cannot be thought to h4ue left 

It bdreof honour, andfufered it to he in; lorious, dnd cohtemf^tiUei rdther it is cettdine, 

thdt eyther there is no Worth 4t 4I, in thelfiyiftt4l^orkes of God {whictt y^tre mddhel 

to think) oriffhcrehe.my inhisoiherWor^t,moflofdltndI{elt^iousfljte,diihene The Hi 

ofihechie/el},4ndrdrcpof4lhitworf{es. For where 4s the lylditjly of Serine , is fo Pnitieof 

^redi, th4t thoifghlhcre were nothing els to commend it , this mdie/ly dlone would wd/^e kcligiom 

it shine lt{e 4 Itoht in the m'lHJ} ofd4r{ne>iKeligion bein> the proper Je4t and l^ingdome 

ofyeriue, mufl needes p4rt4ke ofthefdmef^lendourdnd Mdiejiy, 4nd the more, bec4Hle 

it tsfo coupled with yertue, thdt /? el if ion Vfithout yerttu, idnnotjubfiji fo much 4e h, 

the thought of mdn. ' j j j e 

7 . j(nd infome fort , 4 1{ elir> ittus eettrfe of life, hdthfmtvphdt more then yertut-, 
becdtife euep body ctnnot difcouer the Worth , dnd dignity efyertue \ fome 4refo dut ki 
tl*eyconeeiuen«thin^dtdlofir: but dJ^eiioioutcourJe, hdth not only itewdrdty wi)'/f. 
Wtthaltoddi^^htthe'eyesef the fpirituJ , hut outWdrdly it hdth ih.tt dlfo, which 
dreweth theynl^Ar into .(dmir4tion,4ndin my iud^ment, euen for m.ttier of Worth dnd 
nohdity, it is t>^i only eqitdl ingredines withtheWorld, butfdt r dhoue it» 

ThirJecondbncl;^f therefore by the help of Cod, shdl befpent in decUring the di(^nity of 
F^flipon , dfubietlyinit felf ple4f4nt , 4nd wlnrtn 4 Fjligioits nidn hdth pdriiculdr 
fe.tontoreioyce. 

B, ^ndi4 it nofmdltefiimony ofthe dignity thref, lh4t Wefndfu(h 4n infinii 

(omp4ny 



A grtttc«> c»mp4ny of men, thdt hdutfo toy fully fpitrned 4t ihih9n9urs*4nJrfortdlyffirifnm'i' )$ 
^f "r'd' '^''*'^^* '^-^ '^'^^^ ^***** ^** * *ntiforJ4l^n them yvhich they hdd , «r 4t Ittf^-y^iU 4|l/ 
gnitVof'' ^*h ^'f*''^ toforjdke rW, nemeythe h4f>fines of 4 l{ettj^ioiislife. For the defitfJ 
Kcl leioo, l)9noHf » ^ein^ fo tuturdl to mdtt , 4S I h4He [died , it (dnnot be thought that the hdre (§$, 
fUer4ttonoffoft^ could put fomueh^e die dnd feruour into them , but th4t tofttabtr 
withfyofii , they fdrv^reM honvur 4ndx9orth in the Ifufines, 
S Crtttry. 9 >And*m§n^m.tny 1ir4n^eexdmi>lei in this {ind^ "Vfie shdl hdrMy meeterfith §nt 
tnoreftj^ndl^then »/>4/«/S.Grcgory the Oreat j who h4iting lead dlilondUic*l lifefrtm 
his youth ,dni/ IftinfT afierxvdrdmddt Dedcen of t^e Church of I{eme , W4s notXfiih* 
fidndin9fotd'{envpith the loue of his former /{eli^ious cottrfe, thdt bein^fent LeintU 
the Vope to Conihncinople,/)^ would notfmt himfe'f'\po hii tour ney, hut in confm 
offotne of his Monl{fs , thdt becdufe he (oitldnot himjtlf remaine in his Mond fiery ,. Af 
mighty 4s it Were, carry d Monaffery alonj^ with him. 

lo. .yfrtd which ii more robe admired, when he Wds chofen Topejnthdt fjeif^bl #/ 

honour {thinwhich there is not a higher ypon earth) he did fo continually mournt, 

^ out ofdeftre ofR^eliziofts quiet , th4t aUnosl at his xvritin^s areful of his tearei\ Jnk 

pariiadarly in his Didlo^ues hefpedl^eth thus: My vnfortunatc mind, goared with 

r. Crtgtrit tlic wound of exccdiue buHnes , ca)letli to remembrance what a life ic lead ence 

imprtfmip jnthcMonaQctyjho.vfatralrranfitoryihingcs were beneath it j how fatrii 

JtUUg, was aboucalchingcs that palTc away i how it was not wont to think but of 

hcaucnly ihingesj how confined within the body , it did patTc the boundei of 

flcih,by Contemplation;and death, which to eucry one moft commonly, in 

gtciuou$paine,wa« welcome to my mind , as an em ranee to hfe, and a reward 

of the labour paft.But now by occafion of my Palloral charge,it is moy led with 

bufincs ©f fccular people, and after the comelynes of fo goodly a quiet , whicll 

it had , it isdisfigurcd, with the duti of terrene a(aion5. 1 weigh what I fuffer, 

1 weigh vv hat I haue loft ; and while I behold what I iiauc forgone, thai whicb 

1 endure is more greiuout vnto me. For behold now » I am toflPed in die w aueiof 

open Tea , and in the ftiip of m v mind , am beaten with the ftormesofa mighty 

tcmpcrt, and rcmcmbring the ftaic of my former Iife»as it were cafting my c/ci 

back , I ri;h at the llioate which I fee behind me,. 

tiRfffft'f' »»: Thuif^4keS.Gscgoty\ and much more elfe where ftl>e fame efelh and i»'nh 

^&M' Uks inwdrd feelini^, -^ ml by this his comjiUinf ^iues >i fuffictently to yndtrfldiU, 

that out of his ownepraflife, he difcoHeredfomethm<r in 4 l^eli^^ious life , fo beautifri 

dnd excellent , that tn that height of promotion , he Would hdue been glad of it,d»d 

Wdsforry that he Wanted if, ^ndhi> erjmpleoufht to Weif^h the more Wtth entry 

UdyJ,ec4i(feheWdtfo''re4t4mtn,4nd hduin^hdd experience inhts owne ptrfon.if 

both hndes of life , could not notwiih/fandint; quench the hue dnd deftre of the ofUi 

yfhtfh he h4dno', with the ^redtgre nines of the othe, in 4pp4rence, which hepofijjil 
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^ H A T which a Religious life aymcs at , and the EflTencc therof, is 
j vtterly to abandon all earthly things : I do not fay the loue of them 
only ( for that all muft do) but the very vfc of them, fo much as 
I may be, which all are not obliged to forgoe.To vnderftand ihcr- 
> fore, the benefit of a Religious courfe, and much iiiorc the w«)rih 
anddij»,nitietherof, nothing can be moicnecefTary, then throughly to conccauc, 
atidcftablishas a ccrtaine ground , how imperfcft, and abic^ all things eft his 
woiKI aic by nature^ and how vnworthy the loue, and care <.f man. Foifo a Ke- 
I'gious man, wil be cafily pcrfuaded , to be content to want that , by the abfcncc 
wherof, he fees he flial fufTcr no great lofTej and fecondly that which heere wc 
intcnd,vvil be play ne to eucry body , to w it , w hat makes a man truly honorable, 
and whcrin true worth doth confift. 

i Firftthcrforcallcartlily things, let ihcm carry nclier fo fayre , and niagni- ^^'f^i^v' 
ficali a shew, are in deed but bare and (lender , and cfliitle value; which \vc shall j'""K* ' •t- 
flndclhcfoonertobetrue ,if\velookc not vppon the particulars , fcuerally j but fc|u«l 
coniparingthem with the reltofthc world. Forifwetake the vvholecartli , and 
conhder wcl what it is, compared with the other Elements, and with thclargc 
circumference of the hcauens,wc shall find it is the Icaft cf thcin all,and indeed of 
no great cotwpaflci great part of itjs hidden vnder water; part of it taken vp 
vviih hills, and mountainous placesj the remaynder diuided into Picuinces, aixl- 
km^domcsjkingdomcsagainc into citiiesj and lowncs; townee into houfcsjanti. 
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dcmaiocsant^hcfcucrallpoflcffioasofpariicularmen: vvhaiafmalpircj'fljri 
Codwot,falls to the rtiarc of cuny particular? ^»j 

J. Sicutes the Philofopher , haih agraue anJ witty faying , to this p^fB^ I 
For as it 15 recorded of him , pcrccauing that /flcibisdes cookegreat nrideinbl 
wealth and large poffcllions, he drew hmi a Hde to a mappc of the whole woj I 
aiiJ dcfired him to Hiciv him.yiific4 ( which washij coUmrey) in thcmappe-!5| 
when he had rea lyly pointed at it . he prayed him to shew him , where hisM I 
and [^oil'dTiontUy in it; he anfwercd chey were not fct dovvnc in lhcnii» I 
W/nr^^rr, then, replied Socrates, 4rt ihtn fo prtwJe <>f rhy pofjcfiionf^fetinnhtJ^iX 

/>ir/ o/" £^^ f4r//.; But rhcerrour is that men think goJd and fyluer, and vveilth.|J I 
PofTcflicns, lycat , not becaufc tlie things arc meat , but bccaufc themfeluft!^ I 
little, as Einirts make account of their little ncalls . as ifthcv were large pallvft 
and bcftow as much labour , and toyle, vppon a handfull of grainc to caixiei^ 
anJIay itv|), asiftluyhidgotamii;hiy purchafe, ' 

4. Yet if the things that are (o ("mal in bulkc, andquantitie, were in oriff 
and value any great matter , a man might giue fonic reafon , why they (Ld 
bcdc/,.cdj but .f we enter into the very bowels of them, and conllderwhcic^ 
they are made , u e shall finde that they are compofed «f the knowne clc- 
ments . wherof fame are more futtle and cieare , as fire And ayre-, feme mctt 
giollc and fo^^vy , as water and earth. Whaifoeuer we fee, or handle, or take 
contentment ni, is but a compound of thefe fewer things put togither, andin 
j»l of them, the earth, which is themoft lumpish, am/bafc of any of the rd I 
)aththcgrea.tcarartbyfarre. In the mixture thcrfore of thefe things, can there 
i>c any thmg (o very n.uch to be admired , feeing the /imples by themfclucs ate 
fomcane? Or what fence is there in it, to make fo great accountof a little earth, 
andtokccpc It (..charily, vnder fo many locks, and keycs, if it haue a ce- 
lour which plcafeth your eye ; and to tread the fame earth vnder foote. aod 
makeaccount of ,t. as ic U, when mingled with water ic is but dirt? Foi that 

whKh ihecnonr of '„c, cnly n.^^s or r4thtr eleemes frenons ? And Ion- before Sm 

B^r«4r./,S4mtM.. :hpfu(lomc made the like obfcruation. Andhefayth wcl, dwt 

itjsnotnude. b:.r cQc-m.-d pietious; becaufe the iudgment of man , whenir 

an s to he accor. .n ; to trmh , can neythcr rayfe, nor pul downe the price nor 

truevalucofanyih a;. ; much Idlbafalfeand erroneous perfualiua, whichpco. 

pie frame to theinlducs. * '^ 

5. And if we lookc yet nearer . into the fubftance of thin^5 , which arc 

ol e Iccmed , we shal h.id ,t more certay nly to be as I fay. For what is Peatle. 

but the excremcntof a fl,c!nsh> And yet people now a dayes , vfc it to fct forth the 

to fc ^1 r rr^^'T'';''; '^'''"? ^'^^^ ^^^"'^ tofome,.aridicul.,usthi«g 
o r t fb lutlc by the w h >lc sheH,or the h\h it fcife. and to value, the thicker, and 

ad pauthcjof itfoh.Jiarate.Wh.taregemmes.butftones, ^ 

w li I wcr n," 'P^'^ '"'''T- WJ^^^-Cloath.but the fleeces of shecpc. 

hclC.^^^^^^^ ''■"*•'"<=• ^V^^« »^e Erminesandfa. 

ers in tr nir' r '1' "" ' ' ^\' ^'"'^ '^''' '^'' ^^^'^'"'^"^ ''X vP i" their clc 
cfl C^^^^^^^^^ ^^•"""' '"^-^ brafenkettlesrani 

cltceme highly or them, not tor any neatnes of fashion or workmanship, f for 

there 
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there is no fuch thing in them) but for bare antiquitie ; infomuch thatathingof 
this nature, though it be quite wornc, and caftn away; if fold anions them for 
two,andfowre,andfomctymes for fix thoufand Ciownes. And when Chri* 
ftians lauih at them , for cafti-.ig away fo much money , vppon fuch trifles, they 
laugh at vs as much , fur buying Hones and fuch other commo«litiesat fodccre 
arate. lor their ihiir^s, fay they, aremollofthemforfonjc vfe and feririce*, ours 
fciue for nothing. And certainly ihey haiicrcafcn to taxe our ciiour, but ihat 
tl»cy are in the like crroms themfclucs , and it falicth out amcMig vs as with 
mad mcui that jciccaue wcl enough one anothcrs folly, but lie not ilicii owne. 

6. A third thng, ol favrc i reatcr conlideration is, that ihis fmal parcel of Allihinp? 
goodncs, whith is in eauhly tlun;js , is not permanent , but lunncth like a arc vani- 
continualllbeame to nothing which at firft was thcbccinning cf it.To wliich ' 
purpofe Saint ^i4;iii(liut faith excellently well. All things life and fall; and s. ^^ng. 
rising, bepin to be , and growc to perfection , and when ihry arc come Aiot.f.c. 
to pcifcdtion , they waxc old and ptriih. For all tliin:;s waxc old and '"• 
all things perish. Thcicfcre when they rife and grew-, ihc f;'Hcr ihcy grow in " 
being ,ihcinorehaftihcy make not to be : for fo is thrir n.cafuic. And giues »* 
a folide and vciy plaine reafon , why their meafure and fashion is fo, 
Fecaufe cucry particular thing , being parte of the wh-Jc vniueife , and 
the whole , being a coiiYound of things pall , and things to come;fomc 
tilings muft needs giue way that oiher may haue pkce , and fo the whole 
fucctfliucly be made vp:for as when a man vtierethafpeach, wee cannot vn* 
dtilbnditajl, vnhdc the former fyllables and wcrdes pafle , and ot!ers, and 
cilitrs come fucccfTiuely after them, fo if things were permanent in this w( rid, 
thcywould hinder the itft that are flill to come after, A; the whole , would not 
becomplcitc in all parts. And this is the grcatcfl , ard moft intri ftcall dc- 
i'M, which all things haue thatdcpcnd « f time , tliat they palle away as f ; fl 
av timcitfcifei and runne hand in hand with it, full as fpcedily as it , ih< ugh no- 
filing he more fwiftihen time. Whereupon Saint Uo ;,iues v i this got d admc- S. //«. f. 
4-1 ion, that wee make account of all temporal things as if ilcy wcic al ready ''*"/'"r. 
jail; and his icafon is, bccnufc the better pait of them, is not , f. r that whi. h is 
j-kll,isqintcgonc;thatwhich is behind, is notyct come, that which is prcfcnt 
io but a moment of time. And Saint Girgory faith to the fame purpofe, hat to *i ^"'g- n. 
plate ones trull, in things that pallc aw ay, is as it were to lay a foundation < fa '*^''<i' 
hii) Idini! vpon the running waters. God ftandcih for eucr , alt other things pafle " 
a.', ay. What therefore is it to / y from him that ftandcth, but to cleaue'to that " 
vJiichpaflcth? For who wascuer caryed with thcfwellingftreame ofafwift ri- •' 
«icr,& could himfelferemaine immoueable,the water bearing himdownewards. " 
Mctheieforc thatdtfiicth not to llide,muft auoyde that w liich nideth,leaft by that " 
*vhich he loucth.he be forced to come to that which he fl)unneih:for he that cica- " 
Jicth to a fliippcrieihin-.',muff needs Aide with it,to the place ^ here that which he " 
h"ldeih,goeth.And he hath 'h( like faying in another place of the life cf ma, which " 
iiiaybeeapplied to any other thing. /.I /i«« fayth he.with a ncccffity of dying, i$ IJ. ir. 
as It were, to iourncy towards death; for as many dayes as palle of our life, fo many '"•^/ '• »• 
paces wee draweneerer the place intended in our ioarncy. And the very adding rf «• 
I'me.isadiminishing of it .becaufe the fpacecfcui life, which bri-inncs lole, «« 
begmj equally as much, net to be. a, 
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7. All ycta;.;ainc,iFthiirucctfiioi» ul' iliiji ;s \vcicrolaft any Icng^fJ.: 
j'c.>n:cini;4lu liauc roaie comfort in the tcaiinctiicyliad in cliem. But alas k** 
slioir,and vnfcctleJjs this tcarinc! H aw fuildcnly is it ciulctl?;w 4 liitU\u' 
(jyih dicPiuphct, anJiht finufnhuii mtbtt. And in another place Mgn u il 
^rajf/V. Im <i4yn I /<; //r fiowc, offhtfeiU, fo slull he perish. And S. Utncs comju 
nuns lilctoavap mr; /o^callcth k 4 point. Vpni which place ^. Crf*«M« vvtitttS 
thus. Tht W;6le Kno^th of umt , rf thnprtfent l.fe '»pfurmtmdenthtoltykf4p,^ 
went omrnrih. 1 or vy,.ff:t,itr could hduedn cm/ ^ W.ts but short. And thatwcmjcli 
not thinkc thnt he spcak( th only of thcm.thai aio taken away by vtitimely & 
inthcpri.-ncohhdi vouch, hcrcpeateth the fame more cxpieirely clsvvhctci 

thck a ord.Jfv.clo(^kclmke,Krom the bc-inning of mankind tothisveiviiJ 
in which now we hue , we shall quickly rce,how lliait ii is, feeing once it cooM 
haucancml.rorifthcicwcreamanthathauinn been created the firtt dayoftJM 
woi ld,had iiucd till this very day. and thisday s'hould make an end of his JiffZ 
fccmc 1 fo Ion-; bchould the end isconieithat which is paft is nothing becaufeal 
IS L'onc. that which is to come m this world , is alfo nothing , becaufcheliathnM 
a moment more to liuc. Where then is that longtime contayned betwixt the be 
[ginning and ending ! Itisconfumedasifhadncncr been. 

8. V\hichincommoditic,hathyctagientcr,towit, thatthis fmalepittanfcof 
time, v^ ii.ch nature hath aUc.ttcd, to the things oFihis vvorld. is vnccrtainc. Eum 
thing, sfubicd to fo many chances, and aduentures , thar moft commonly in xk 

nndltofthc.rcourrc,ihcygiucvsthcfl.pp.Uynatuici.cyar<fobrittle,ii;atcue. 
ryi,.tIcinc«)untcrbrtakcsalUopccces,asiitheyucrcmal( of glade. The clun. 
ccs are fo many , and fo frequent in the world,by r, be. ies.tcmpells^warre cpprcf. 
ion ^.^ great n^en and infinite other accidents j tlini it is ... t conceauablc how ei. 
nc ,t is.for cuciy thing to perish , & to be cha.ige.l from one to a.iother.Buteafyl; 
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, hre tfcltcconfumcththatwh.chkedsit . andisnotfed. but byconLir,., & 
aHhcnuttcrcomcthtoanend,thefirealfofayleth.Astherefnrefroa^^^^ 

' eS ZlTSt' 'i ''\ ''^ ^'"" > ''' ^''^ r'' '^^"^^ «^>""y -yfuii thin?. 

. o tl^l^^^^^^ T " ^"^'^' ^•^'— ^-cilcntlyuel fpccfallythacallthcr; 
f^^rvsbv^T 

^^ct^^: ^^ P"^^'^"^^' a,Klthelike,how canrhercfoie thatlong 
co..tnuc,uh!ch,scontinuaI.ycatMigouitfcii'e. 

/- s rclr",'! l^''"""^ f * ''^' " "^'" =*''^^^^'^ ^^ '''^^'^ S-^^ciinsoUUuv 

''^^'^ ^''"i''^^'^»^"J^^voTiibur.esi<allr)gintl.efameboatc.nchlyap- 

parcjM I 



t4rtiis \wt m,t^ ajomof tM-xvoria ^dnatht yvria mah^cs foetrs of you. With whicii 
/b)tt auil faddainc repiyc the man wa$ fo ttriickcn at hart , and his vnder- 
ftandingfo enlightened, that when he came home, he prefcntiy niadc away al 
hehad.aiidbciookc himUlf to Religion , pcrfouniiing that which y. htrnard ^- *"'""'^ 
aduileth in a certainc place .faying. It ti bttttr toforf.k ' the world, then to befotfaLen ^"' '""*'" 
tjii/. And|>enctrating thetruth ol that which S. Gregory deliucrs in his morallj c r 
Weccannot long remainc with the things which we haue, foreyther d»ini>wc rn^T.?' 
Icauc them, or ihcy perishing do as it were Icauevs, while we liuc. 

10. But let v$ fuppofc the goods of this world were great, audcertaine,and **i'hc,v:wcf 
k)ng to be enjoyed ,isthe vfcand polfcflion of them in thatfafliion in which we "'^"'"V"- 
liauethem,a matter much tobcceilccmed?Forifwecentcrduly intothcmanncr ''"^ "'"r 
of It. weshalfindethatalthejoy wee haue in them . is by mcanes of our fiue !l!','VorM 
fences, which are common to bcalls, and wherein many beafts goe farr beyond i^bitl.J|•. 
vs. Andconfequenctytl^e manner ofinjnying^hcmij but bafc and infirmc, and 
thej>y we haucmthcMi. but veiy final For our fightonly takes plcafureinfome 
as in pieturci, and images, and t.e beauty of fcildes and woods. In fome , out 
tall i fome feiuc for nothing but to be kcptlockt vp inchefts.OtheisaiefoVarrc 
ftomthcow.Kis reach, that they can ncuer fcteyc. or lay hand vpon them. 
Moreouer m things for example which pleafe the palate, it is t c fauour onlv' 
which giucthcont^ntmentnfthcre be any thing els in them . it is in a mannci 
loit.and confequcnt ly we ncuer thoroughly enjoy any thing. For in other chin'^cs 
the hiicl only IS h,r vie. in others the colour, and foif wepaflc thr.mi-hal %c 
shaHmdethatwccnjoyrhcicaft parcel of them . which certainly is not to'bec 
bougl It at fo dccre a I ate. 

II. 1-i.ially , ii.tiic end we may the better vndcrHand the nature of al rhcfe '-'"' """^' 
earthly tlungsandcntcrintoadcepcr contempt, and hatred of thci. , we shal "' -'."r' 1 
doweltoconhdrr thatthe smal vnccrtaine good, which by theuuift of God is Xlu^L 
in them IS alu a.lc bcfei with fo many troublcs.and mingled with fo many cuilh 
;hat are farr greater then the good which they picfent vs withj that the pleafurc' 
wiiuhama.uakcsin them, can ncuer be ful andpc.fcift, but is allwaifc nccef- 
lanlyclippedaud abated in many things; We might prouc this by many occur- 
i«nccs wh.chhappcndaylyinthc life of man before oureyes, but I wilcontenc 
my cifc, withoncpallV-Coutofancpiaie of S. Berna d to W;m a noblcladvc r « . 
c|thedecciinfulgloryofthisworld,wherehaHingfiradifcouifedofthcshort.)e;;^^^^^^^^^^ 
01 It , he fay th fui thcr of i he very coniinuince which it hath, in this manner • The *7''"«'«. 
^'cry pcrmanencyofir, fuch as it isjiath it not more trouble then pleafme^ while ' 
y<'ulaycIaymetoyomowne;whileyouftanddefending<>fit,whcnyouenuye " 
when you aiciealous ; when vnu are continually huntin: after fomcthini; which " 
youhaucnot.andthedeflreofhauin:.!, is ncuer quenched by that which you " 
"i»«c gotten i what reft do you fnide in your glory > If there be any; yet the " 
lcaue''o ^'^"''''''^"'^' ncuerto leturncithctroublcrcmayncth, and wil neucr " 

ii.Biunothingdoihim>replainIydircouerthenatu.aIcondiiionandquaIiri>s^^^^ ' 
^^<^'«o.yC.icaiure, and shew vsmorc euidcmly how bafc impeifa al of them ^("^cll^ ' 
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arc , then if wc compare thc«n with their Cieatour.For as a poorc countrcy feltovyi 
lv)rnc andbrcdin Ionic out village, wil cucr thinkc his cottage, and his cloutj, 
r)mcthiiig , til he come into a Citty,and there hchould the ftatc and magnificence 
of the N ability in thcic buildings , and rctincw , and al other things : fo as longu 
a man refts in thcfc infcriour things.hc shal ncuer airiuc to the pcrfccl knowledge 
oFtheni. nntifvvcJtfircto rccth)rouglily into them, we mud ray fc our fclucsh 
thccond Iciation ofihegrcatncsanJ maicfty, and infinitic of God. For if the 
whole earth, ai I insinuated before , be but a point in comparifon of the heaucnj 
an J the hcauens themfclucs, if they vvctc as many more, and more vaftthenthet 
are , were yet farrc Icircthcn a point , in rcfi-cd of God , what is the earth in 
coini)anT>n withG )d? A-id if the whole earth be mthing , compared whh God, 
whatisafinalpaicclofthc cartli , or ahanJfal of money, or anything clsihu 
can be named ? 

i:. Wherein wc may confi Icr more nier the exiftcncc of cilery thing, aiidilie 
nnnner or meafuicof theirbeingin this world j For doubtlelfc they hauc fo 
yrti-nc andfowea'<e aconfirtcncc , th;it ihcy arc eucr neerer not bcin^ , then 
ocin;:;,rpeciailyif wefctthebeingofGDd, and the eucr pcrmmcnt cxi(tcn:e of 
his biuincellcncc in comparifon wich them. In icf^ard of vv hivh exccffiuc diftancc, 
lolf faythof God, He :n\y it. Which S. Grfj;^orjrexpoundeih in ihcfc words. Are 
there not Angels and men , heauen and earth , fca , an ! land , the aire and a! flying 
f >wlc,fv)urc foDtedbeafls, andfuch as creep vpon the earth ? Al thcfe thingej 
arc; bur principally they arc not , becaufe tliey fubfift not of thcujCehics : and 
vnlcilc the hand of God , that gouerncth them , do mjtintninc them , they cannot 
br. Wherefore in althinges he is only to be regarded, who is principally, andhe 
that fayd to \loy fes, / ayh , w'jo dm : fo ihcu sbAlt fay 10 tht (.'hiUiftn ofl.iatl^ lit thti 
I'yhjrhfentrueyfifo you. Al which put togcathcr , wileaHly pcifuade a man of 
reafon and ludgement, that not only one fcild, oronchoulc, or any priiiate 
mans pofIcfl[i()ns( whicharc often biftfnjal in eucr y bodies eye) arc not rmichto 
be valued, w rather to be accounted in a manner nothing •, but that the whole 
world, withal that is in it, 01 if it were poffible that there were worlds wiihout 
number wi one mans poHcflion , are al of them nothing, and as Inch to be con* 
temncd. 



*0 7 C 



'? »• 



W fl EK I N T K y E HONOUR AND 
mbilitie doth confi ji. 
CHAP. II. 

ilrfijS H 1 S ground fujipofcd , it wil be cafy to vnderfland , vvheiin true 
F^' Nobilitic d©th conlill , and what inakeih a man iruly honorable. 
■ --' Conitnonly men think it is wealth or preferment , or grcatiies ot 
dcfcent which nukes then»honorablc,bccaure,asy.Orf»/)//etcachcih, 
people shut their eyes to internal and iouinclbic things, and feed 
thcmfelufsooly wiihthins;^ vilii^le. Andtherforc thiy rcCped amannot for ih« 
^ which he is , but for that u hich is about him. 

1. This crrourmaybcear)lylayedopcn,andconfutedif wc dobutcoiifitkf 
that wc value al other things b\ that which is inthcin .Who cllccmeofahowrf, 

^ i 



«s it ii moft fit for habitation j of an oxc, or 1 horfe , as they are moll feiuiccab. 
either for the pUugh, or for the race, or faddlcjand fo in fmaller things v\c 
commcndafword.oraknifcifthoybeforthcvfc , for^hich they were made 
Whttfollyisitthen,tohonjur man only for things which arc, without him' 
andfarrcinfcriourtohimfclf,andleacdefcruing honour? Forweahh, apparel a 
good howfc and fuch 11 kc , are not onely outward but infcriour to man , and cc iv- 
fcqucntly farrc from adding any honcur.or 01 namcnt vnto him. And in fine both 
the good whithismthem, is final, and of meanc value , and not fora m'anto 
glory in, fecmg himfclf is greater and more noble And fecondJy , be it what it 
wil.itij wide of him that poiMcth it. For as it wcrca ridiculous thing for mc 
forcxample,tobragofyour learning, or you of my nci iurtfo it fallcth out with 
them, that bra- of their gold , and fyluer,and poffeOiou'. For that which is good 

orglonousm thcfc things,bcIogs to ihccracing of the thing it fclf,& not ofnun 
For that which 6. Bfr«.fayth truly of onekind, may be applied to al. Efteeme it 341* S. B.m.ri 
vnwotthy thing, to borrow beautie of moufcfurre.orofthc labours of wormes '^A n |. 
The true ornamcntofeucry thing is that which isin it of it fcif, nothing cJs. 

?• VV'icrforc the qualities of the mind, only are the proper ornament of man- l^'l,cri„ 
kind,3nd only abletogiuca man uuc honour, and worth.Thefeaiehisownr, a: '"l^lo'c 
(tick by hiin.and arc great indeed , and dcfcrue accordingly, to be highly cilccnied *^^"^''^^- 
ofcucry body. Which S.^w^ygiucsvs to vndcrftand in theexSpJeof Noc inthc c 
bookc which hewrot in prayfc of him: p6deringhow,in the holy Scripture he is /a*'^ '^' 
comcndcd,notforNobiJiucofdcrccnt,butforIuftice & pctfcaion.Thcdefccnt ->J\ 
ot a good maii,fay ih he , is the progenie of vertuc ? For as men dcfccnd from n,cn 
o the Image offoulcs is vertue.i\///era«.fayih as much in other words. Qui Re- ^ "'"<»•. 
ii^ion hathnotrcrpcdhoperfons,norftandcth vpon the naturesof men ilutcon-'^^ '4- 
idcreth cuerv ones mind It iudgcth a man to be of noble, or fcruile condition by " 
his manncrs:Not to be allauc to time, is theonly libcttie with God, & tiic create fl " 
Nobiltric istobeconfpicuousinvertue.For otherwifcamindothbut invavrc " 
coiieofthenobiJu.cofhisdcfccnt. feeing al that arc.edeemed withthcfame " 
t3loodofchr.a,areofGodequallyprizedandhonourcd.It,naketh.romatt^^^^ 
whatnateamanisbornc,feeingalarcenuallyregeneratedin Chtift. 

4. This was the fenfc and opinion of holy Fathers, as wcfind by what they "• 

haueleft vvntten;a.ulaChriflian that hath good ground, wherby^odS 
.hatauru.handwhatisfais^^ood, w i,taync.and what is folide and A.b- 
Aa a can thmk no other. The anA^ er which S,.A^.,u virgin and martyr made 
ludge Q^.um,r. was pert.ncnt.n this kind. For he cafting it in her teeth . as a 

i>mur ,lut could be to bi' the hdnUma^MchnflAnd certainly , as I faycd,it bchoouctli 
al men to be of the fame mind , Chriflians efpecially. ^ ocnoouctli 

Jcl A 7fi'^^/'^^.l'^^^'^;»i;'<^'-<^J by heathen writers,i$ much morctobcad^ 
«cd : Andyetl>/4r.in h.s dialogues of a common wcalc difcourfeth after this vi .• ; 

onour ifpuffedvpuithafoolishopmionofourfelues, wecommend ourfcl- 
" , 01 Jet our mind do whatfoeuer it hath a fancic to • much k/fr 

"'tuJof mifchccfc ...d .cpcnuncc. Neither do.h he honour his mind.th.t 
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cftccmcth this \\k to be any great good thing , becaufe he alTo doch difgiMi^ 
defile it.Nov he, that prcfctrethcoiporalbcauiie before vettue, oneapcthfichu i 
vniuUly. Althcfcdolauish that which in the mind is moft beautiful, and laol 
honc.urablc,for a fnalc and idle gayne : bjcaufe al tlic goods of the eatih,ortna(r | 
rarth, cannot ct]tialvertuc©nly. And confcqucntly the only true honour J^p j 
follow that , which is vpright and honeft. 

6. jtrifhtit doti) not only ddiucr the fclfc fame more cxpiwfly , but addcihtlu i 
rcafon, why mod men ace niiftakcn in their iudgmeot , toucliing this point.He 
iay t h, t\u ! foiicHf is only due t« ytttut , ^i 4 rtXVArd iherof , dntid re Wdrti ntlhing gnfwt, 
tMettit, Ifiitfunesljartofit. nec4u(eno lemur is ^f eat eneugh for perfeB yertae. Alfo 
tJiat cucry thing that is excellent in goodncsjdefcrueth honour-, and becaufcfoBN 
monlv people take nothing to be t',ood, but that which \% outward , as nobilitie 
of dcrccnt,riches,c6mand,and the like; they honour them more, as men exccUw 
aboircc'thers,invvhunithey find chcfe things. But in truth an honcft mi oniy^iln 
ihat is to be honoured, and they that hauc ihcfc other things without veft^ 
ilcferiic no honour; though the piaftifc be othcrwifcin fuch as put themfeluo 
r.iuaru in the world, and thinkbccaulc in outward apparence they arc great, 
thatthcrf >icihcy arctiuly to be prcfciied before others. 

7. And bclidcs the audoritic o^ ^nfiotle and others, there h an other reifon 
w h ic h is very plainc and euident. For a s we fee God hath created three diflercncei 
t'f natures in this world-, on confifting of fpivit, and vndcrllandin^ only ,astiK 
Angels. One w holy corporal, asbcalls. One of a middle compohtion beiwin 
thcnj both, or rather contayning them both , which is man : who hatlifleshai 
beaftes ; and fpirit , and vndcrftanding as the Angels. And confequently man per- 
formcth the functions of both natures, vnderftanding things, confidering their 
beginning and caufes, remcmbring t hat which is paft , foreihinking that whichii 
to come , as the Angelsdo ; jnd eating , drinking , flreping , greeufng , breeding, 
growing , increafing , dying as bcaib, Co that placed as it were ia the middk 
betwixt them both, that way which in the courfe of his life and behauiourhe 
bcndcth himfelf , to that nature , he doth become moll like. If he take the path of 
fenfc and fenfual or carnal pleafute, he becometh a very bead , which is that 

Tf.^t.il. which the Prophet fayth.M-wW-'^fM/;* Vfaiin hemurdtdnotvndei'fUntlJjeifCcmid'ii 
to thffb»lishf)uPtt.d»iitnddtitk''vniothtm. If hegoucme himfelf by rcafon,andfuD- 
pi effing defiresof the flesh, follow that which isfpiritual, be becomes not only 
li<c the Angels , but hke to God , and incrcafeth more and more the true rcfem- 
blanceofhiminhimfclf, according to the reftimonic of the fame Prophet, //i'j''' 
youareCods. Wherfore there isasmuchdiffercncebetwixt one fh4tUu(/l) dcctrdt^ 
r«/if)ie!i/>, asihe Apofllefpeakcth , and one thsf liutch Micotdtnfje thefpiritf 1 do not 
fay,aj there is betwixt a PoMci and a King (for though this diftance ne great ,fti$ 
llil within compalfe of ih? fame nature ) but as there is betwixt a beaO and Jn 
Angel. Nothing being more contemptible then thcone,nothing vndcr GcdmofC 
honourable then the other. 

8. Wherfore wcmuftnecdsconcludc, that true worth , trueH<3nour, tn>e 
Nobiliiie,confiftcthinvertue only •, Which whofoeuerdoth notvnderfUnd,hitli 
not eycstobf hold ihcgloriccf vertuc. And that which.?. Gfe^orie faythproueth 
rtue \n(uchAmkn,That (jtfi*i pcofile ihoiiihftr hMmdvervifdomffheyfemeit beruft' 
imW< f i r^/ures W4/1/ /l»c h;^/! «/ II «ari(/#»;bccaufc they iee only with the eff», j 
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which the ferpent opened. For fay rh he, if they ftw the fpiriiual glorie of vertue, 
doubilofl'c they would couct to iuuc it within thcm,ts wel as other qualities, 

OF THE D I G N I T I E OF 

Kt/igioiu ^Touenie. 

CHAP. III. 

^ y E R Y vertuc that a man doth throu.;hly pra(flice,(*o:h beget 
him in the eyes and opinion of other men great admiration , and 
pcopleareinamannerforccdtolouehiin,'andrerpc<5thimforir. 
And the rarer, and more excellent the vertiies arc, and more hard 
tocompalle , they work this effed of louc and admiration more Vcrnic nn. 
forcibly : bccaufe as their beauty and fplcn l(^^l■ is greater , fo I"'''"/ 
they draw peoples thoughts the more to admire them. In which nunlber doubt- foSc and 
Itllcthevertucs proj'cr to a Religious ftaie, ought to be ranked, as truly in- admira- 
nobling thofe that polfcfli! them. Wherfore we will fay fomcthing of euery one "on- 
ofthem in particular. And firtt of Pouettie; which as Sdim ^mbitfe telleihvs: s.^mW. 
Is the formojl tn dtgitf^ dndas tt Were the Mtiher of other veriuer, l.^.tn ittK, 

i. Of the benefit, andcommoditieofPouertic wc hauedifcourfedfufficient- 
ly in the precedent booke; herewearetofpeakeasl fayd,ofthedignitie of it. 
Which wc shall come the cafier to vnderrtand , if wc firft fuppofe , that wc 
talk not heere of Pcuertie , which is forced vppon a man by neceifitie , or 
by fome fuddaine or violent accident? for fuch Pouertie is bafe and fordidc, 
and odious among men, and iwt without reafon; becaufc fcing it is not vc- 
hmtarie, it deferues no commendation *, and being Cubic6t to many inconUe- 
nicnccs from abroad, it hath no inward comfort atliomc to folaceit: it quen- 
chcth not the dcfitc <;f hauing , but inflameth it; it is fo farrc from bringing 
tpiict and contentment with it, that it rather breedeth nothing but care , and an- 
xiciie andanguiftiofn.ind. 

3. Eiiangclical Pouertie, which is that , which Religious people pre fclTe, is Thccxccl- 
of afarrcotherflraine;foritisvoluntarie, willingly vnderta\en, willingly vn- ''"" «f 
dcrgone and borne : Though it might haue riches, and whole mountalnes of [^^''g'""* 
gold , it eneemeth al as dunt^ with the Apoftle , for the loue of God , and hone vUiUfx%i 
ot hcauenly treafure -, and fetting al things at naught, is fcaied aboue all , and 
after a ftrange manner , polfcaerh al . by treading al vnder foot. They* that 
profciTc it , cart away , not onely that which is fupcrfluous , to bring ihemfeluci 
to the Itatc , of which the wifeman fpeakcth ; Gme me neither riches nor Ttuerhe 
but grani mt onely things needful for my fuftenance : but they depriue themfelues of '''^''' ** 
licccfraiies, and putthcafelues into a pcifed kind of nakednefl'e of al things. 
They part not with few things onc!y,or with many ( which yet were very comi 

«nendible,and much to be admired;biit they forfakcal, they bercauethemfeluts 
o^euery kind of thing, and that for euer. 

4, A man would think, this wei c enough and that no morecould be addcil.be- 

^auichcthatfaith jl.cxciudcthnothii.Si and yet in Religious Poucicie, there is 

B I^ /bntethipg;. 
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fomthing, which IS yet more to be admired, v/;;. that not only they hauenorlT I 

but hauc put vp6 thclelucs vpon fuch tcaimcs.as abfoiudy they can hai..? lI** I ^^ 

&hauccutoftVr6thcmfcluc5,boih aldominioii.andthcverypowcrof "^^^^^ P 

ning to hauc any dominion oucr any ihing.Diuines arc wontro dcclarr?K''"*^' 

by a familiy example of a labouiing bcaf^ which expre(Jcih it verv naV.n 

a. a horfc for example, vfcri, the fUbleand hay, and htter. andcloath 1 "j'Z? 

iike, and cannot be Tayd to pdledcanyofthemibccauf he hath not l!l a '' ' 

c.'ni.&rcalot^whichisthenioundofdominion.lutishimreJfpofTen'L^k^^^ 

S.i^eli.iouspeoplevrcchecIoathes.andthcmeitc.andoS^^^^^^ 

bnn.hcho.ye>utcheyvrethemnotaschdrown;ahcyhauS^^^ 

of them, and cannot fay they arc maifUrs of any chine becaurXVl!'''! 

>ouercie,vvhicluheynuke,tLyareaItogeatherL V ctabk^ 
,. ful Don,m.on ouer any thing as the ho^fc I fpakc of. A^nd that SI/' 
com.,iended m the ^f.)nks of his time, iscom.non to all r They durft nor r '^^ 
thuig was theirs, and it was a great fault to hcarcaMonkfay Wl A ^'"' 
P^f . ^ny ..nnenf What more perAa Poucrtic can there be? or to what' hfi** 
itranie can it rife? ' *^''" higher 

*■' ,. ^. P'cdifficuliie which doth accompanic it . doth not a IfrU /•«« j . 
s ExccIIencic.anddignifc of it. The d.flicultie I hv vhJ.h k I *^"'"'"^"^^« 
the thin, ir fclf.do'ch ar .he very firlfr^h oVer t'o\>ur s^"^^^^ 
be Kachercd n,o.coucr. by rl Jfcarciti^e of chis kind of ..'(/"tt I 2 
lulHy teannc it. Bicjed u fhe m4n faith Ecclcfiadicus wfl ilr \f 7 « ^ 

pr.,ffh.nlJ.fhchM.nt^v,.dm in his lift. He afketh ^LX\ ! V n^ 

- to be found ; and ,iucth this high comn.ndation ^ t .^ LtdcS 

not wcalih , nor labourcth for incrcafc of \^\. rl. K.. i • * ^ '"^"" 

and co„(.,.ciKly ihat which they do i^ chcir i.^: ir^f^;!^^^!^^:^ ' 

tie 7) In II "V •' ^"' ''/'"I '; ' ^''^^ ^'*^ ''^^^ Euangclical Poucr- 

fe no, "„ ';. -^d/ubd«eron,any fiery Enemies, we fl.I 

-. which wX^//:lu^^^^ 

/■-^'fWy inuMintedinv, rl .r 7 ^ "'' ''^"^'^ ^^'*^ *^«"<^ with G.^. 

a^' many as heel tL|1!-^V^ '"jndtnmh to rcfe.^blc him, by hauing 
'Icflrco' h ;'^^";,^ >"^^ f ^'^^^'""8^ «/»J^i^ world n.uch wl Jtcrh ou? 
tious/fo Che h^ r^ ^^^r tr^^^^^^^'^P^'^^J'"?? "f ^^cmrncs and pre 

Iccuing s'; o ; wrri'^T"'"'^^ r'''^*^ nchcsbring wifh thL. «: 
'^iture, an.l v'l, -f! . ,' ^'^X"''^-^'';:^- P>^^ranc vard ns, abnnJance of fur- 

^crcauesvsofaltt.. l,L-h . '^'' '" rumptiu^us, Poucrtic on rhe other (id* 

"' '"<■ timci and puts vs in a manner, in fcarcofour 

liiifi, 
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Hues;becaufe it takes aw ay thchelpcs, by which life is maintayned. So that na- 
turally wc hate and fliunnc Pouertic , almoft as much as we lei.der our ov\ nc life 
the loucw hereof ,con:mandcih all ether loues, ai cucry body fceleth in l.im- 
ftlf. 

7. Ifwc adde the point of honour, which men are fo naturally taken with, 4- 
what is nunc in reputation then riches ? what more iiift,raccful then Pouertic! 
This is the j;cncral pcrfuatJion of al men , euer from iheir Cildhoodi wit h this w c 
urow, and in this the vo;^ue and fafliion of the times doth fettle vs,& the fami- 
liar difcourfcs of cucry body at home and abroad , tend to nothing elfc but to i>ep. 
fwade vs that there is not a happier thing in this world , then to haue large polfcf- 
fions, great rcuenewes , gold andfylucr at wil, and plenty ofall kind of wealth. 
How noble a fpirit theiefore, and how rcfolutea mind, mull it ncedcsbcc that It»»a/i..ne 
fpurncthandtrcadcthvndcr foot at once, alhhai which nature fo much dcfircth "^^""*^^c 
and is taken with :and cotrai ic wife doth folouingly embrace that which men by ,on,r"r '' 
nature do fo much abhorr? To wjjjch purpofc mi]ul NW.m an auncicnt Father, chTr '*" 
hath a diuine faying, commending the txccllcncy both < IPc ueity and C.hallity| Kf*** lib. 
in rcgard.as he fpeaktthrbeauiyt and riches aie much alike delircful, and it muft "'^ '*''*'"*■ 
bcaicfoluremindcihatisnottake,\\iiheithcrofthcm.Iiutthcyihaihaucvnder- 
laken to pGllclfe nothing are worthyly much more to be admired, bccaufc the *' 
cneeme in which riches arc held , could take no Kould of them > nor bring ihcm ** 
tointangle their minde in fuch idle cares. For thou^^h theie be many thint'cs in ** 
this world picafmg to fenfc, whichealily entice a m'anvnio them, yet riches arc " 
much moicforcibleinihiskindc, becaufe they arefo vfcfuJI both for attaynint- - 
of honour and plcafme i and becaufc long cuftome hath taught foolcs to account •• 
ihcnihappy that arerich. in regard cftheglory and pleafiirc they liuci... They " 
ihcrforcareworihylytobcencen.cd rare men, that Aiiuing with thcmfciuts •' 



haucouercomc thcthoui;hts of their minJc , mouingtliemtoy(ildto the c.pi- " 
nion, u hich the vuhjar hath of riches, asif they wcic truly good, and which in " 
t(.ciud;:,mcntofallmen are thought to be of high ciUcme.' Thtfcarcthc vciy - 
V. oj-'lcsof .V//««. ' 

7 It cumct therfore be dcnycd,but that to be voluntarily p< ore, is a tukcn of 
a r.obic fpiiit and of a high mind , foaringabouc whatfoeuer is in the world , and 
cuimmning itasbafc^.ulabicch And yetiiistheinort to bcadmiiedaiid valued. To hunt 
Jn K'jaid itfrccth vs froma!) that bafcvnworthincs, vn h:ch they are nccclliiiily artcr riches 
Juo;cet vnto,\vh(j feckc after wurdiy wealth : S. hhn Uuyfvftomt in his lafl homi-> •■»"'"' 
ly vion94im/l/.///.fw,dothiay it before our eyes in this excellent comparifon:.rh3 
Anchmanmuanccdcswantmanythinges,& bcallauctf^ bafcly ilandinawe,& SA,n,i\hn. 
jn.u«pK.on,&infcarcofthofethat haue their e)cs vpon him, 6f of their ton-'ues^'^vA'/- 
that fpeakc their pleafure.anJ of t he tery dcfues of ut hers, that are Couctous But ""*"'' ^^^' 
poucrty notfojForthisisaprincelypalacc,not fubie<^ totheeucs, butftromfy "*'*''*''• 
guarded , a quiet hauen •, an Academic and fchoolc c f wifcJomc. And clfav he- u u 
rcmorecopioully hcfpcak th thus. If thuulook imo the very foule cfa man^/nS;.'^ 
that loucs money, thou vmU find it all boarcd ful oFholes withcarc, asaoarmcnt .. 
that IS eaten vpby ten ihoufand moathcsrotten with (inn, and ful of irotrmolles. •• 
In the Inulcof him that is voluntarily poore, it iifjrrcthcrwifc; it rarhciclittc-,. 
rcthitkc^;o!d,lhinctha?pretiousllunes,andisasbcvuiful aw Rofc. There is •• 
ucuUcrmoath,nonhctftvHoii^oildlycarcto.bcfccnibuiinhiu6ucifaiionIteis - 
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lit- Juioc bound to attend vpon any earthly prince, but waytcthvponGod. Ii| 
fcTuctli not in the ranckcolf men, but of Angcl$:caith is not his treafure ba 
hcauen : the wants no attendance , but lathci' hath feruants , and PofleflioiiL 
andili'jughts ilutareloidcsofaliliinges.What is moie noble rhcn fuch apoore 
man? But he hatli ncit her horfes nor coach; what need hath he of them, ihitmuft 
walk vpon thecloudcv end bee with Chriil? 

8. A great CommcnJation ccrtainely of Pouerty, proceeding from fo great 
a Saint; but that which i,1^4w/r comprizetii in one only word is yet rarrgicatcr 
liauui^ neiluna 411(1 i<'t^t(ijngi^A\l ihm^tf, VVhofc words if wee Credit (and vvhoil 
thcrtthat wilinotjgme credit tothc ApolUe, vnlcllc he bee cxticamevngodly?) 
Nothing €AU bee mott m-tgnijiient tlnn ftutrty , 41 claiming pojftfiitn tf iht 
whoU W0 I /,for what maflcof wealth, what extent of Kingdoms can bee matched 
with it'AI Kingdomcs though they bclarge, aitconfincd wnhinccttainclimiti; 
butthcKingdomeofpoueriyhathnoboundes-, by oncly hauingnoihin^,iihiili 
allthingsandisinpoflcflionofall, for the whole bu/incsconfiilethinthcmindi 
the mind cannot be poircncdofathing,vnlcfll'1t be nKiifUrofit; it cannot notbe 
maifter vnlc/Tc it be abouc it^the more it is abouc a thing, the more maillcr it is, & 
d th the more truly poflcncit.Now they thatcoiiettoberich.canmt hut loueihe 
thinges, without which they make account they cannot liuerofloue comes care 
& follicitude, and confcquently the man is a Haue vnto them. Contrarivvifcthe 
mindthathath shaken ofifthcfe thinges, is not only aboue them, but doth fcornc 
tlum.Whercupon Climatus doth ground that graucan.! lofty faying ofhi$:than 
PoorcMonkc is Lord ofthc world, and he that hachcnlthis care vpon God, by 
thatc6fidence,dothpollcncallnation5,a$hisvairal$.Andaddeih;thatapoorcffr. 
uantofGod , loucs nothing difordevly : for he maktth accountof that which he 
hath,ormay hauc as if it were nothing; and ifiibichis fortune to leireir,heeflccb 
meth it as dung. To which purpofcalfoS. Bf,f;4,</appl)cth excellently well, aj 
he doth alwaics thar which was fpokcn of the only begotten ( tovfehisowoe 
word) to al his brethren i // / bee e.uUaih "»> fiteanhj w // th4yv 4II thln^ei 10 myftifi. 
Tnr alihingcs/4>r '/<r,arenot onclyaJdcd but made fubicd vnto ihcm, if naked 
of allcaithly ihini;cs they be exalted farr aboue ihcnj. Let not ihcreforethe rich 
mcnofihis world imagine, that the Brethren of ChriftpoOcflc onely heauenly 
thinges, bccaufcihcy hcarehimfay, blelfedarefhepooreoffrntjor theinuthtKini- 
domtol huuen. Let them not thinke that they poirciPe hcaucnly thinges cndy, be- 
caufe they heare no other named in the promife. They poflcfle earthly ihingeJ 
aho, ^j hamngmnhw^ antipcl}tfi,»^4lihnjfe>^ & are the moremaiftcrs oucrthcm, 
the IcflTe they couct them. Finally to a faithful man the whole world is his wealth; 
abfolutely al the world, becaufcal thinges, aduerfe and profperous, arecqually 
fubicavntohrm, andttimetohisgood. ACouctous man hungers afterearihly 
things, as a beggar j the faiihful contemnes thcm.as Lord. He poflcfling them, 
gocth a begging i liic other contemning them , is in polUflion of them. Thisis 
i . i:ern4tcis truf an J elegant difcourfe. 

p.AnotlK I thing wherein this kind of poucrty may iuniy glorv,is that whereaJ 
no body IS fo wcl prouidcd of earthly wealth, bur that fomciimes he wann, 
01 at ka.l n.ay c. n^e to want fomcthing which he would haue. He ihit^^ 
vuluntari.y paoic .cannot poffibly want any thing that is needful for him, in rf- 
garatJ«atGoJrh:oug.ilusdeuinepiouidccc,l..cavndertakcntopreuidcforhint. 

&t« I 
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fie to maintiJDC him.Thc Royal Prophet tellcth vs as much. r^ric//,fay th hee, haue 

iteaiit WMt (fhnniudjbm thtytb4tfee/{e after ottr LordihsJ ntrfdile ef dnjittd. Whc- 

I rc-vppon ^.Chryftll.'m oncof his homilics.doth reckon this alfo , among the chce- 

I fed commvidityesofa Religious life, thAtGtd feeding yi , as he fpcakcth , wee 

I should not need to take thought forany thing. For as ifa king promife thee thy 

Idyet, outofhisproui(Ionandftorc,ihoudoeftiixe vponit; much morcdothit 

befit thee to lay afldcal care and follicitude, bccing God doth prouide for thee, 

andal things flow vnto thee fiomhim,as water doth from a fountaine. For if he 

fccdeal flesh, much more thofc who haue confccrated themfelues vntohim. 

VV.iichobfcruation of ^. /o/;/iC/;>fo//#mt hath not only relation to the profit , and 

quiet of miude , ari/ing of poueitie , but to the worth and glory of it , w herof we 

fpcak. For what greater elorie can there bee, then to haue fuch a (leward ( as I 

may fay) of our hiufe-hold, and hint to make ourprouifions for vs, who is Lord 

of AngelSjin the heauenly court, <«</vw</« w')$m thej fliopt that bedre the wetld. 

I . But nothing doth fo much grace the Hate or^Euangelicat poucrtir , as the 
example ofthc Sonne ofGod,W'A (as the Apoftlefpeaketn) v)he'thcvfjs nch^ wat 
m uie /'«»rf /«» i" :& not onely ^f orr,but a very bt^gauVot tliat wliich is in thcPfahne, 
is more truely our Sauiours fpeach then Dauid's llama beggar and (more. Hechofc 
a Mother that waspoore,andhethatwasthoughttobechis Father , was a iilly 
Carpenter : he would not bee bor.ie in any man's dwelling houfe , but in a liable, 
that was none of his ownc : His life was according ; for as himfclfe isvvitnelTe. 
The foxes ha' e ihetr dcnttet and tht bit ds of the aire their tftafls , bt4f thtfentic of tnun had 
not where to lajc h.s head. Finally hee in whofe hand , are al ihe bounds of the ear( I-, 
was not ashamed, to mayntayne himfclfe, and his, vpon others Charitic. VN'hac 
can we defireniore? For neither would the word and wifedome of God , that i?, 
G"d himfclfe, hauechofcnfucha manncrof life, butthat hcloew, it was b )ili 
noble and befccming God : and though it had been neuer fo meanc , and abicd be- 
fore, his ondy example isfuflicicnt to place it in the highcftranck of honour,and 
nobilitic. 

ir. Following the example of our 5Jauiour,the Apoftles were alfo poore. For 
what other thing wasit fittingthey should leatne in his fchoolc , but to imitate 
him? and howshouldthey choofc , but bee willing to imitate him, feeing he 
was thci maifter, they his fcollars , he their Lord, they his feruants ? Where- 
fore the cheifc of them , profcflfingthis golden pouerty , fay d : g»ld a>td ftluer I haue 
Wff'if. Another fpeaketh thus of himfclfe: In hunger and thitH^ tn cold and n^/^td-et. 
Andofthcieftof the Ap( files :e//frt loihtthoure^VPee hunger and thirft and are Hf/^d, 
And alofthem had this rule giuen them'. ■?<»/»//(• not gold no' filuer , noviWf toates. 
Holy pouerty iherfore beeing ray fed to fuch honor and dignityby the example of 
Chrill,andhisBlc(redM thcr, the Qncenc ofheaucn, and of his Apoftles, al 
Religious people haue not only embraced it, as allwaycs exceeding profitablc,buc 
accordingly icuercnced it, as athing<liuine. Of which number and perfuafion, 
was that //4<i(,of whom S. Gregoty relateth in his dialogues: that when many large 
polfeflions where prefentcd him,to the vfe of his monaftery , he could neuer bee 
diavvnetoadmitofthem,bccaufc(as heecxprcflcd) thathew^i at miicbafrasd, to 
ifffnhtajj'manreolhti /»««r»/y, as the Couttous man it careful tH conferut ki fading 
rnhti. 

li. The like wee read in ^.v^/frowmr and others, of 5. C/4rf, Mother of many < 
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"^~"^ L A. I TT'- vTi u ci '" J . . "^ ^ H *^ • Fof ^'I'^ug** «hat kinde of Pouerty were euer odious and coiiicaimi " urcd 

v.rg.ns:ch« ihcc loued a virtues . but was che.fdy ,na.noured with^ou;^ ■ bic . which came by birth or necelEcy S yct^oIuntary^^rcrtV anaXr^ at" -'"-y 
warworn 10 fay tohciriaers,thathcrCoucmorcompanie,shouIdrcniavncSB did praaifc it . were .11 waves in creat venerarion amn,\. " 1 1L\!". /L ?' l'o"crty' 
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was wont to fay to hci fifterSjthat her Coucnt or companie, should rcmayncfr 
and impregnable, fo long as it was defFcndcd with the walls of Pouertw jSj I 
when {hc.recjuefted Pope //iwocw/the fourth, to grant her t'^c perpetual prloiJ!! I 
( asihc called it ) ofPoucrtic , the Pope being much taken with that I 
kinde of forme of priuiledge , ( tl ere ncuer hauing bcenc fuch a rcqucft a!*i! 
fayd, made before to that holy Sea) he did not only willingly graunt vntoit Im! 
wiihagrcatdcale of contentment to hismindc,hc writ the whole graunt H 
hii ownc hand. **"" 

i\. And it was no wonder that she was r> great a fcruant of this virtue fuui« 
beenbied vpin SmnfJ fruncis his fchoolc ; who did not only much plcafciii 
fclfe in the commodities of poucrtie , but did highly honour andreuerentt 
it as a iewel of great price, ?nd a ilatc whcicunto no dignity in the worfl 
could bee compared. SsinH Bonaueniure wriicth m hivlife, that whenfoeotrfc 
haJoccadintorpeakeofihat virtue, he was .vont wiihreucrence, tortile icli 
Ahthtr, his ^,o«(f ,hisl.4(/y .and^rm; iniegaidthac by the kin' ofkiiwj 
an I by his blellcd "it, tkr^ the vir^tn }Urtr,h had bccnc fohi^rhly pri^ij and^j! 
ailed. If by ch3ncehehadefpyed3be^'':aiinthcftrcctcs, that fccmcd mw? 
p.)orc ihcnhee , his heart began prcfcmly by toburnc within him, withholi 
cnuy a-ainft that man , as if he haJ bcenouc-ftiipc inamattciof grcatcot 
Jcqiicrce. Andagaine iflicewcteinuiicdtoa gentleman's table , as oficnt»n« 
he vvas i m the way as he went , he allwaycs begued of the nciL-libouR. 
fr.mdooie to doorc fome crufts of bread , which vv hen he fate doivne n 
b.^ard, hcc tooke moQ delight to feed on. And once the Cardinal if Otf,i (he 
th.it was afterwards Pope, and to^ke the name c,f H-'i<.»7«5 ) did frcndir 
complayne of h.m for it .telling him that becing iouiccd to his table he did 
difgrace his houfe with that pfacflife. Nay , rather f^yd the S^irJi 1 do Uob 
your houfe the more with it : hecaufe in doin-^ it , I do hooour i 
greater Lord then you , and lam fully rcfolucd , ncuer to forgo this priih 
ccly dignity , which my Lord Icfus did allumc . when he was made ilootc 
for vs ; to ciuoy counterfeit riches forfoshorta tyme, a> tiicy ardent vsfoi 
our vie. ' 

H. Al ocl.cr Say , us alfo were JoubtlcfTc of ,l,c fame opinion ; for tl.cy couli 

hc.vclJ but .hatth.s was >l.cir iud^.ncnt anj opinion of it. L« .. 
I aic what fhyntCi,.,r, N.-„„.„ f,,„ketK to this purnofc . and howl« 
Klu icth ,„,h,s xertuc. But , hey wil v|,braij „,c . /i;,;' *, . with tl.c nakt* 

„ . »»J poucKy which I prolcflc. But thcfc arc n.y riches. In ilii.1 

!^tX ""'',"" """'«' ,'l«y "l-it'-t 'hat I tread his foot-ftop.es , ivh 
were IaV r • '"" "'"r"!.' '"«» °w fakes. And would to GoJi 
eh, Ta' '? "!\ off/"™ -'"'■< "3<s . which you fee n« 
wh h w I U^'\' I ""^'V f'^^' ^'""' ■'•' bli.r, of this «(.HJ, 
wh.jh wHhhold aud duw back thofc . that arc running tow«4 

ihhKfool^','!'!,,? ""f"" '•'• •'^' \" ''" "S"" "''''"= Ghofpcl ,Poacrty(h.tJ4| 
ihHK fo ojou, „ily ; fcng ,„ ,1,, j^^^^^ of infidelity , it^wa^ fo hisW A 



J. . • ri-r • ' 1. . ' * ' '"'«"*«•/ puiicny, anu incy tnat „ 

did praaife it , were allwayes in great veneration among al nations. MiftiJtf ^^"'^^y- 
a man much adored m Athens, Jiued in great pouerty , was euer clad in a 
fagged coatc , and did fuffcr ac home much cold and hunger. Whereupon 
when f4///4i a necrc kmfman of his . and a moneyed man . was called in 
queftion. and cited to the barrc. among other things his aduerfaryes layd to 
his charge . that he rclieued not the worthy ^n/i,d<s. CMlt^s percciuinc by ^yiflidn. 
the muttering of theludgei, that they were offended ac it , went to ./nMr. . . 
befcechmg hiin to depofc in iudgcment , with how much, and how often he ''T':. 
had offered to furnim hun , and how he had dW refufed al , fayin.. , //..i he " 

IgUfudmoftm h»spouerm, then Calliss in al his rveslth. fcrfayih he thee be 
«•».(, I. be found , fhat fpend ih.ir grr^t (loit^es in fdle rfn : few f/ui do /?.*,/, 
hure the srie,s4nCi's cf pcuerty j and that pouetty n no df^race , but m ih.m thlt 
art poere agahf then Willi. Which when ^nftides had dcliiKred with great 
applaufe before the mdgcs , there was no man vpon the bench , that 
did not much more enuy ^njiufes his rare poucrty , then Calltas his 

' wealth, ' 

16. Dto^tftei his penuriousmanner of lining , is alfo much renowned and n,cg,ne,. 
admired; Kings and Princes often gracing his Tub wiili thtir prefence. And 
oiany other Philofophcrs are name J in this kind. Particularly Sjwfi GnPon ^»''"'' 
N4^/-«V/» rclatcth of cv-.r ,that when he had forCiken ^spoffcOions , J>ein2 l ''''^''' 
proud of It , and defirous that the people should know , wLt a great f.a he ^V^' 
had done ,gat vp vpon a high ftal , and cryed out aloud . Cr-^r, h.,:h ,ht ^ 
d.y fet Cfa,e^ fne Which courfc he would not haue taken . but that himfcirc 
was perfuaded that to be volunta.ily poore was a glorious thing . and knew 

Vt \^r ''^^.P^^r'^/l^^^^f^t fo. S. aryfo(lon,e in his fccond bookc s M. 
aSl I ^ *'"^l^"' of Monail-l life doth handle this fub.ca at larg ^,% u 
nfid I? ^H"^"tJy >.and d.re.^hng hi. fpeach wholy to the Ge.uilK , and -/" ^^^ 
nfidclls . diawes al h.s proofcs from the grounds of natural realon. There ^ '"''-- 
eco„,j„res V/... with/.;..,/-, the Tirant 'yoc,..n with .inheUu.%!,Z '^ '"' 
^ ih M.a.d.r the g.ca' : and (hewcth th.ntthe one a^e farre more rcncwncd '" 
fm l.e.r pouerty , then the other for their large dominions. And rcht tl 
Uv lpaww.nd.siUlheUaf, bcin;. called to councel , and excufinc him 
^ilc thoc he could not con.e , becaufc he had tha't day pt t his co ^ Jj^''"-- 

Z^^'^l "^ 1^ T'' "'r'"^ '" »'"' °" » ^-^ more^enown d and • 
dmned then al the h.nces tint came to the meeting. Whereupon U,n^ 
'^« a,^Ay?c.«r doth conclude , that the height of Poucrtie doth n r 
;-Iy appeare by the light of the Ghofpel ? but by force of natural rea' 

'7.fhctruthofalvvhlchthings,beingfoclc3icandapparent wcmi.ftnr^U ,. i 

a ua hy ft,,c , abounding ,n f.rte truer, a„dB>eat<r riches , then w „(„<ucr '"■> 1"."^.- 
fM y.reafu,es.&„,,s,.ins.Fortofpeakcthe.ru.h<,rn,cn.th,ta'c e "^^^^^ 
V" ','"''""''' > I'"" "TMS.rerich.buti,,,, thenifjue, ; Th'S. 

■ •"' 'lm,« tohue . n. And fo.hc holy .1,. ft in therrouctbsrdirc&^^^^^^^^^ 
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,. both vnto vs , bcth the Euangdical poorc , and tht fafly ftikd rich ,: ig 
r cn, thcfe words. There is a nuu that is rich and htch nothing and ^ , 
lJ:^'.n Lamanthau, poore, a.nidft manv riches VVherrfore S. ;^^'f-> doth rlg^ 
^''-^^ obfcruc that ourSauiour in the ghof^cl doth not cal the fc earthly riches , abfolwf,, 
" riches, but deceitful riche*. For fayth he, they atedeccitful. becaufc theycannot 
' 1 Mioibile with vs.Thcy accd/icitfal, inrej^ardthcy HI not the cmpimcs of oit 
,7 .^m^./-.^^^. ^^j T.icuncly trucriclics arc they which make vs rich ih vcrtuc S. ^4r^ 
'•'•'''^ '' ain. handling this mmcr with his ^vonicd eloquence and cooioufiies, &miinti 
" nini tint vvifcdomconely ,dothmakcawircmanrlch hathtliefc words. Heif ' 
' truly riclithatinthceye of Godis hrld Co : in whofe fight the \rholc earthji , 

little the coinpaHc of the whale world is narrow : now God doth accoonthlal 
" oncly rich , who is rich intteruity , and hoardcth not wealth but vertue. Do ' 
.*,' you not thin'.c that licisrich, aho luthi>cace,. and tranquillity , and qaiet of 
" in.nJc • fu fine that he dclireth nothing, he is not waucd vp and downc by the , 
Tk' i 7 "ft)rmcsofcuj.iJity. he is not weary of oldt'iings,nor fceketh iKWinori'niht 
hcl-'ht of riches, is kept allwayes poore, by continual ciaumg Thtsiiiftutl 
wi^^h,ifrt,lynch,Afiddothfnrp4Jj<4l yojirft^ncltrts. Great therefore is the dignity I 
tin's, an.l fulcndor of Kcligious Poucity •, and fuch a a) princes and wealthy ma 
' of tiiis world may iulUyenuy at.if they vndci flood it rijju. I wil conclude ihii , 
cluptcr if fiift I declare bricfcly that there be i. kini?sofRcligiousPoucrty:(fof 
itisanutrerofconfequencctovnderftandit ) and both of tlicmare veiy vvonlif 
iiithcmfelues, and eminent in the wayofEuangclical peifceiion.Onelcindc cf j 
p;H'.crcy rctainethabfolutly nothing at al, neither in priuaie , nor in common! 
Which is tiieprofedion, which firll of al i". Francis vndcrtookc, and aftetllin 
by hiscxairplc , S, Di^minu f^tind many others. The other kind of poucriy rr- 
taineth pofleflTion , of certaine neccHaris reucnues in common only , nothing in 
priuate: which is that, which al the ancient Fathers profcllcd; S, lienrSV^Stm 
ii^M-irr/, 5. Br«»o and ^B4y»/, the moft ancient ofalthc reft: for their Monaftcriei 
were not only indowed, with yearely rents, but with (Vich amj^lc prlIcfliom,« 
Th)>m»4 the remayncicrofihcmdothieftific their greatnes to this day. Infomuch ihat j 
liW'.'dt x,mi TuthvPtm is bold to fay of his order, that if it were aga-nc in pc flcfllon of al | 
that itformetly had, withoutdoubt S. BentMi^ as hcfptakcth, would haucthe 
third part of Cluiftcndome in his ands. Which can not feemc ftrange,to who* 
focucrshalcalto mind, the dcuotion of ihofc times , the mother of iibcralitie 
towards God and his feruams. Kings and princes did take a gloric in buyldiog 
great M. nafterics, in the landsbclonging to their crow ne and patriraonie,andiB 
beftuwing vpon them , very large polfcflTions. And if any wealthy perfonJoid 
enter into any of ihofcieligi* uscidtis ( asihcreweiC very many that did) ihey 
caricd their wealth in uiihihcm , and nobody fayd nay, no body repined , oi 
fucd them vpon it , but di*! ra:hci willingly ycald them al fauour, and furtherance, 
i8. SowereadinthelifccifP/4c/</Ki,thatitwas5.I}fMif//Whis fafliion, noiio 
fi-'fTrr ihcRoods of his mc nks , to be othcrwifc imployed, but to the maintenance 
©f llorcolGods fctuants. But to fay nothing of many ethers , the only polfefljoM 
ofthi$'P/<ifi</«>wercfolarrc. tlut he alone was Mai ft er of great part cf Sicilie, 
bcfids other things which'l.c had; which is tcftifiedto this day by the Regiftercf 
them yet extant , which is able to anjazc the reader with the only length llicrof. I 
iitiri And . Cf/-74f<tdoihrpeaV.cufit,inoncofhhEpi(Ucs,.asot'awondefousthfi^. 
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To thwday.fayih he, the land is fticwed, which is recorded to hauc been giuen 
with htm, and for him. That S, ^H^uf^n alfo did ih_c Ijkc , may be proued 
by hisownc teftinionie, inan Epiftlcof his, to certaine Nunncs , where he 
aduifeih them to put that in common, to the Monafterie, which they cnioyed 
inpriuatc,inthcworld.Fromwi»encc the conftitution of /«|?//iM«iheEmpc- 
f our fprung, ordering that the goods of them , that became Monks , ftiould, 
ibft f4&9 belong to the Monafterics , where themfelues were Religious. By 
all which, it is cuident tliat this kind of Poucrtic fo much pradifcd by the 
ancient Fathers, mirrours of fan^^luic and wifcdomc (no other kind of Pouer- 
tiebcingrheninvfc) is not only voydofalinipcrfcAion, but wascftecmtd by 
them moft peifcd,and moft conucnicnt to be pradifed. 

19. S.Thiiinas^ the cheef of Schoole-Diuines,doihgiue vsto vnderftand 
no iefliiifor propounding the qucftio in thcfe tcarmcJ: W/^r/Af r, to hAut any fhmg 
ir$c«mmtn,d9ifniimintsh theftrftUiunof a ({elioton} anfwcrctli i\\ii6tly,'h4titd(,th 
»p/^/>;»iw»/;i/:butrothcr,thatitmay in fomc cafes be better, and morccon- 
uenientfotodo. And al other Diuincs agree in the fame. Fi-r al is, as 1 hauc 
fayd, not to hauc any thing in piiuate to a man's reIf,thouv,h in common thtic 
bcfomething to be ditiM , according to the forme prcfctibcd by ihe Apo- 
(ilcSytoeHtrjenc aihthathnttJ, This is the inftituiion, fo much commended by 
$. Ultrome in the Monks of his time , in thcfe words : No man can fay , 1 want 
acoate,orafrock,oramattreire. Hethatgoucrnesthem,<loihfodiftributeal 
things, that no man shal ncedc to askc. Eucry one hath what is fitting for him. ** 
If any one of them begin to be ii , he is remoucd into a larger roome , and " 
cherished by the fcruicc of fo many elder Monks, that he shal not haue euafion, '* 
to long for the delicacies that be in Cittics , nor want the careful aftc<::tion of - 
a mother. 

OF THE EXCELIENCT 
ofReltgioM Chaftity, 

CHAP. nil. 

O V E R T Y ( of which 1 haue difcourfcd at large in the prece- 
dent Chapter ) is exceedingly graced, by the profcllion of Rcli^ 
giousChaftityiAndChaftity is fo much the more to be admi- 
red, by how much our body is dearer vnto vs tltenour worldly- 
weahh, and in itfelf mute noble. Holy Scripture commendetli 
Chaftity with a kindc o^ admirat.on : /wW btduiifitli ts 4 (bs(i f^ottrstion Wtih 
c/4/jf) Htcalleth the, thatlcadca chaft life,(fMmi/«//,and^/ir/««/,beiaurciherc '^"*^ 
is a kind of grateful comelines belonging particularly to that ftatc, elcuatcd 
abouc the (bay nc of Nature , and in a manner Diuine. 

1. To the end we may difcouer itihcbctter, it wilnotbeamifle, tocon- 5 p « 
fidcr,how our Nature was ordered from the beginning, whcrof S. j;4/i/haih dtvtr^vu 
aicaiDcddifcourrcin his booke of true Virgiiiity , and laycth this for his firft s^nimt. 
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giuuiiil , tl)3cGod whcD he purpofed co furnish the earth , withliniagcKi, 
tiircs -, would not hiiufclf create them al immediacely of nothing , but malooi 
full a few of cucry kind, ordered that the tcft fliould dcfcend of them i3 
bctakcnofthcm,asoutofakind ofnurfcry or feed-plct. And lea ft info uj, 
ccllaiyavvoik his creatures fhould be flack, whereas he had diftinguished 
ihciniiitotwofcxes , he gaue either fcxc a ftrong inclination tocomciogei. 
thcr,tothccn'J to biccd of one another; which inclination is fulasftroijijia I 
mcn,as ill beads; and for as much as conccrncth generation, there is liikdif. 
fcicnce betwixt thcin , but that to man there is a further ground to enforccitj 
Tor the woman being taken out ofthelidc of the man , God ordaynedihe 
should be rubic(fkandobediehttoman,ajparccotbcwiiolc:andonthcoilKi 
/iJc, that he should bearcpariicular affection vnto her, anddcfirehercoroM. 
nic.and as it were claymc her asparticofhirafelf, wiihdefiieto bcagaloeior. 
iicd vv ith hcr,and make two in one,and one in t wo,and fo be two in oneflcjii, 
And to the end the louc betwixt them fliould be the greater , he made womia 
ofafoftand tender mould and difpofition , apt to allure man's affcdiionbi 
(Ighi,rpcech,touching,& euery motion ; both to prouoke man the more totiv | 
dctire of .generation, and prouidefor the woman's infirmity; for she not being ' 
able to defend hci felf wkhout the help of man , God tempered both their nu 
turcsfo, that the woman's fray hie might be fuppoitcd by the ftrcngthcfthe 
man, andman,though by nature (hongcr,should bedeliueced asit vvcrccip. 
tiuc , into the woman's hands , by afccVct vioIcnce,asaloadftonedrawi: iroa 
to it. This is .V4/WI Bdfi hisdifcourfeofihc nature of man, asitwasfiiftcicit 
ted by God, and ordered by hisaUprouident CounfeL 

J. To which if we addethc wound of Originalllnnc, a nd the general inlir. 
mine an J coriuption of oui" whole nature by it, what shal u e be able to fay ot 
think ? For that which Sainf Berndrd writcth, is very true, that thou^Ii al pani 
of our body, hauc lafted ofxhc Additio of Leuia than,as he rearmeth it,tl.r u.of 
the poifon of Concupifccnce , and the ftii)g of intemperate iuft , this j-an haJi 
moll of al been taynted with it, and rageth more violently , and is more per* 
nicioufly malignant by reafon of it : in fo much, that it often bandcth in ft- 
bcllion auainft al deliberation , and whatfoeucr purpofc ftf our wil: which 
the Saint thinks, was the caufe why Ciicumcifion ( which wasthcrcmc- 
die of original finneamopg the lewes) was rather ordayned in thatpartof 
the body , i-lienin any oihcr W hercfore fcing the malignancic of thisdifcaff, 
andourweaknesalfoisfogrcat, the aflaultsofthe diuclonthai fide,asvpoo 
ihcweakert part ofour wallj,ro hot and ficric, fo manydifficuhies and ib- 
mishes arifing oihcrwife-, what extraordinaric vertue, what folideconftincn 
ofmindemuftitneeds be, which in al thefe things is both abk to abide the I 
brunt.and goe away with vift >ric?This ftrength, this abilitic doth not certain- 
ly proceed from any ground of natme, nor by ourfolcendeauourarevveablt I 
toatiayne vntoit,but it defcendcth from abouc, as the Wife-man profclTetk I 
when he fayth: I know that oihcrwife 1 could not bechaAc, vnleflc Goddii 
giue It. And S\ litfUinthc bookc aboue-mcntioned doth acknowicdge it dv I 
ing:Itisnaturaltomarryc,buctobcciiaftc is a thing more excellent, tbo«e 
nature, aboue t he law, no w her commanded by God , neither in the old Tefti' I 
;n^c,nonnd)cnevv,becaufcGod,vvouldnotfubica the merit of fo^teaiav* I 



OF A R E L I G lOV S S TAT V. UkI /. 



iiyCfe.</"5' 



. Cer. If, 



luc, to the neceflity of a command, but lcau« it to bea fpecial token of a noble 
•fpirit,willingly ofour ownc accord,not compelled by precept or iniunciHon, to 
embrace that which foareth fo high aboue nature, 

4. c/;mi»c<»xcallcth this vertuc of Chaflity, an odoriferous vcrtue, and fayth ^f'"**"' 
excellently wd, that it isfupcrnutural, and aglorious kind of abnegation i f *'^"* '^' 
nature, whereby this our mortal &coiruptible body drawethneerc the natu- cimflir;^ 
rcoftheheaucnlieSpiritSjwhich haueno bodies. That hethatliueth chaftc,c5- am Ji.'i:f«k. 
not attribute ir,to any dcfcrt or endcauour of iiis owncibccaufe to ouercom na- rom nmi 
tuic,isnoearybuHncs;butwhenrocucr\\ehaueihevppcrhandofit,wennjft ''fiw^f 1/ 
acknowledge that it Cometh fr6 a higher power, bfcaufc nothing i-; ouercom ^''^^"'"^' 
butbythat, whichisftrongei& grcateithcn it. Which ifwcponder duly, wc 
flialcafilydifcoucrthedignity& excellency ofthis venue of Continencie.and 
how it transformeth our minde and body, into a neere rcfcmblancc of the flato 
oflifc,\vhich the Bleflcd shal poflbllcin hcauen, after the general rcfurre6iop; 
when we shal againe be inucited, with that which wastruly out body, & truly 
our flcshjbut then incorruptible and fpiritual,& free from the bafc and ignoble j 
qualities which hccr hang vponvs, which the Apoftlccallcthnatur3l,the fun- 41. 
dion fherof being the fame with bcafls, and particularly this power of gencra- 
tion,which alteration in this kind our Blellcd Sauiour cxpicllcd in two wordf : A^'i.^.zi, 
'I'hty sh4t neithtf nidrric^uer be m.trvtfd, J'^* 

5. wherefore they ilu-itpciforme this now vponcarth,&:cndeauourheer to 
mayntainc their flclli holy and impolluted , line after a heaucnly manner; 
as SAwt CyprUn writing to certainc Religious women tclleth vs in thcfe ^- ^V'"' 
wordcs : That which we flial be hereafter , you hauc now begunne to be. t' I'f"* 
Nowinthis world you haueattainedthffgloryofthcrefurredionjyoupallc ., '^' 
through th: world, without thoughtof the world ; and perfeuciingchafl in ,, 
virginity, are equal with the Angels of God. Which word, s of S, Cjprinn con- „ 
ccrningthecqualiiy ofvirgins, \\iih the Angels, giue vs occafion to reflect 
▼^)on a farther dignity of this vcrtue, to wit, that it tcaclieth vsto line in moi- 
tal flesh , as if v/c w ere as Angcls,not in flesh. For tobe in flesh , is of if fcif no 
vnvvorthy thing; but to do the commaunds of the flesh, and obey the lufl: 
ihcrcof,:hat is vnwoi tiiy. Wherefo'C they that liue fpiritually , and performc 
not the dofires of the flesh, butconftantlymoriify the wotkes thereof, ihcy 
liucastheblcflcdSpititsthathaue no flesh. Whereupon S, .y^w/»ro/f difcour- ^ '>^»'^"''/«' 
fingof afingle life, fpeakcthihus: It is not contained within the boundes '' '''''"fi- 
ef nature; who then is able to comprehend k ? or who can expreflc with 
wordes of nature ihdt, wl.ich is aboue the ftiaine of nature? It brought from ,' 
hcauen that, which itimitateihvpcn earth : neither without reafon dvth it 
feckcin heauen a forme of lining , hauing found iifelf a fpoufe in heauen; ,^ 
ftirmountingthecloudes, the aire, the llarreSjtheAngeli, it found the Word 
of God in chebofome of his Father , and entertained it with open bre«fl. 
And who would hauelet pafl'e fo great a Good, hauing once found it ? Fl- ' 
nally it is not my faying only,tlicy that do not marry, nor are giuen in " 
marriage , shal be like the Angels of God inhe.-^uen; Let do man thetefoic * 
wonder, if ihey be compared to Angels, feingthcy are coupled to the Lord 
of Angrlj, r^yj/rf/i hath the likcdifcourfc in no kflc eloquent tearmen. To ' 
dwelin flesh, fdiih ht , to be co.npafled round a bout with bvickic tlcsh, ^^V'*»/'.^/ 
*fid not to fccleihem< tions of flcih, is as it were to go- ont of flesh , nnd >> 
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palH; the bounties ol* nature. And therefore it is impniriblc for arnanioni^ 
' hiinfclf with bis ownc w'inp , as I may fay , to (o lofiy and fo heaueolt 

re ;vard,vnlcfle the qraccof God, by the guiff of Chaftity , pul him outof S| 
'* earthly (lough. For by no vcrtue arc men offlcrii ^^ properly equalized wjrii 
*' thcfpiritual Angels, by imitation of their conucrfation ,as by ihcgricciiJ 
" merit of Ciiafti.y :by which, hiiing as yet vpon earth, they arc ( accordineii 
"thcApoftle) Denizens of hcauen, polIeflTing hrcre now in mortal fleflj Sut 

which iiercaftcr is promifcd, that the Saints Oial hauc^^when ihoy hauc/hikei 

off this flclhly coiriipcioji. Lctvshearc 5". Grrrory N47;'4B7;rM alfo (fognj,, 

■ MM Dininc) (peaking to the riiniepiirpofe. Ikfai'.lithus: .Youfcctljecxccllcncf i 

"»>*'- aiHirublimcncircoFtijisvcitucisfiich, as can hardly be conceaucd or apprt. 

*'• ^ hcndcd. Foi isicnotathingrurpaGin.»,thcf«ayJtie of flell*, that that which ii 

^^ borne offledijiliould not breed of flcfli? Is itnot euidentJy an AngelicaJtiod 

*' cfliFc^tobc confined inflcfn ,and not to liuc according to flcfli, but to crow 

" oucr nature? Flclli blindcs vs to the world , rcafon rayrcthvsioGod.ilfili 

hoIdcsvsdownc.Rcafon lifts vs, and in a manner giucs vs wings, Fldhim. 

prifoneth vs, but Louc fcttcs vsfrcc. 
" .'. Wheicforevnleirewe wil wilfully /luit our eyes , and not glue way to 
•• Rcafon , wc muO: nccdes admire the gtcat fplcndour of Chaftity , whidi 

rankctii V? , not with Kings and IMnccs (an honoiu- fo much hunted afta 
s nr»Mrt/ ^^n^t'" ) but with the cclclii.al powers and Principalities, And yet S.Bnuii 
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flTppcth a dr^^tcc further, be ng bold to fay , that he that liucthc haft, is tobe 

" co.nmcndfdibnictiic Ani;cU: Ami his jcafoniiclcarci What is more bcauji* 

" full , (Ayihhf^ thrn Ciiailiiy , w'WicU cicaiifcth him that isconccaucdbyvn* 

*• clcanrj;cncra{i.>n,an'innkcrh a familiar friend of an cnemie,a man an Angel? 

•' A mn tb,.itischi!lc\dillVictiirun>c\\hith(>nian An;;cl,butin happincfl(:,nDi 

" in vc.tii':ifthcA'.igei's(haftitybeniorcli3ppy,nian\ismorchcioic.il.Chaflif|f I 

" i<rlic oDhcvcitiic, wl<ichrrj.ic(i i.r- t!i vi tovsthcfUteofimM)i'riaiglory, iu 

•' t|M.i ti'^c r.y\ ]^Ucc of monahty. Chaltity alone amidO the folcmniricsofmar. 

' ria '.'*, rhilJrn." ih a« a gltixi'. tiling the iifc of that happy countrey, where 

"they ll.il ncith'-T marry nor be ma»»ycd , piuing vs in earth a taftecfthai 

'• hca-Kniy cont'crfatirn, Chaftity preferucth tlic fiayic vcird , uliichwc beat* 

• a'i.^iitvs,\\l>>clu>fenisinha7ardofbrcaking,;tndprefcructhit,astlicApo(lle 

" fpca*"Ct!»,ti. fanaification i and femes vs as a mod odoriferous balfaine, to j 

•• keep? our bodies incorruptcd. It rcfraincth oui fcnfcs, it bindeth ourmtow 

" bcrsfiomlood'cidlcncfTe, trom corrupt dedtes, from the rotten pleafures of 

flcH), tiiic it be not with vs, as wc rcid of fonic , that they were as rotten aj 

** bcalles in their dung S^in/ chryf.domr iumpcth with S. Bernard in thccom. 

mendation of this vertuc; andcxprefteth himfclf in thcfc words : In what 

did lh.t/, l'.li\>'uj^ f«W, true loticrsofintcgrity, differ fronuhcAnv;els? Truly 

, innnth;ng,butthatthey werebyn.uurcoiorral;asforthcrcft,ifamanlooke 

„ narrowly into ir. he ftial find them no othcrwifBafFedcd, then thofc biff* 

ffd Spirits, and that their nature was of an infciiour mould , turnes ralbw 

to tjieir 'greater commcttdation. For to the end, that earth-dwelling andmor- 

tal mcnlh mid, bythcftrcngthof theircndeauour, arriuc to fo great a vertae, 

with whir fortitude mull they be endcwed ? What rare couric oflifemuft 

they ncccirarily hold? Wc may addc S.U4/?/, who in the book:aboue m^uooe<[ 



of Virginity jdifcomTcth after this manneriThcy that preferucihcni/elucs con- " 
tiocnc, arc certainly Angels in corruptible flcft), and do cxccUiucly honour " 
the mortal life which they leadc. They arc Angels of no meane lanke, but * 
moft j'lorious, and mi'ftnobic: they that arc inhcauen free from theencun)- " 
bcrs of flclh , prefcrue their integrity , becaufc both by nattu c and 17 iheir pit- ** 
cc, they are impregnable, feared ncnrc to tiiefouernignc King cf al, our God. ' 
IJut the others vpon earth, ftriuc many ycares with the plealiires and allure- 
incncsof flcft), andbytheircontinualcndcauoiirs(nirrconiingt!5e temptations " 
of the DiucI , with rare courage and conllancv, line in the d^^lic of thcic Crea- " 
tour, inincorruption,cqualinpiitity withthc Angels. 

7. Thusyoufcchow thcfe holy Fathcrscxtol Contlncncy and Chaftity to ciurtiry 
the dignity of Angels Others lift it yet higher , and place it in t/ie next degree maker h »i 
to the Diuine purity, CtimarHt amongft the reft aduentureth ro rajr,that •'^ct«> 
Chaftity is the ncarcft fimiliiudc , which man can poftibly hauc with God: ^'"' 
whoashcis ney thci corporal, nor corruptible, delighteth much inintcgrity, „!i7' iT- 
and incorruption : Contrary wife the Dmcis delight in dilhoncft y ; and there ' 
want not wife men, that fay , they rciojcc in no vice fo much , as in that. 
But 5. n4fil gocth more profoundly to work. Virginity, f4jifhht , is a rare and ^ f ,r^ /,j 
excellent thing : and to compichend al ina word, it makeih aman moft like </#v,r^,Hi-* 
to the incorrnpible God. It pr«iccdcrh not fromtlc body to the foule \ but »^»'. 
bcif)g properly iinhc foule, by the in'e;;rity thcrof, a thingmrpi pretious,our '« 
bodies alfo are pvefcrued iiiite. The foule receauing impre(Ii( n fiom ih? true <« 
Good , and from the dchrc tlierof , is lifted vp to that Good, by the l.olines of " 
Chaftity , as by a forcible wing, andfoendcauouring to fcrueand pleafe t.Sc •< 
like with ihc like, th.itis,tl)cincorruptibJe God , with purity incorruprib'e, « 
iticadeththcintcgrity of ihebody, as a handmaid, to ihc fcruice ofti.efe J - 
fame highfftCood.Andfo the faithful foule prcferuing itfelf pure and vnfjot- " 
ted, from al iviculof filth, airiiieth at laftto hauc within ftfelf, asintic i'xuiii ■* 
criftal-fcinc^-glaHe , t! c fimilitudeof God \ God himfclf by his many graces " 
inliifing his glory and likcnes iiito it , as it were by a moil fwect ftrcame or • 
ray therof. 

H. What canbefayd more honourable, orcxprifTcmorcilcaily the dignity 
of Chaftity. then that from this duft and din of ours , it raifeth vs to the 
ranke of Angels, and not Angels only, but to ihe likcnes and (imilitude of 
Oodhi(nfclf ? what wil take a man with admiration . if this do not > what 
dignity wil not luftly ftemc bafc and fordidc , compared with this heaucniy 
honour ? This is that great iiappincs, which was anciently fo much defired by 
nian , iJjat the old crafty Serpent could find no other matiue more forcible to 
Ining out firft parents to his bent, then topromife them , fltj thouldht 41 G«V. ^'*' ^' 
nut that, which wasfalfelypromifcd by him, that could not performe what 
he promifed, and promifedby a way,by which it cculd not becompaftcd, wc 
by Chaftity do truly aitainc vnro, and firmcly poirelTc , doubtles the more 
fohdly, the more perfe(^ly Chaftity if^grounded in vs. 

?. Andbccaufeitis euidcnt.by what hath been faid, that Religious Cha- 
ftity is in itfelf very excellent , we wilconfidera licle , in whatdegetc it if 
excellent abouc al other kinds ofChaftity : ai gold doth not only difTcr in 
kind from of other infcriour metals, but feme goldii finer then other fomc, 
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by many decrees. A fenr things confidcrcdin the nature of UhjftjtyJJ^^jj^. 
difcoucrihisvntovs.Itis ordinary in euery thing ,fhac the more white i? 
more bcautifiill, one more neat a thing is, the more foule and dcrormedj**? 
fpoi alfo that fallcs vpon it : And fo it is in Chaftity j no vcrtue is more ten? ' 
then \t,^tgi(iiut one of the firft companions of S, Frdttcis was wont toe 
pare it to a CriftalUooking-glaflc, which the vcr v breatbdoth flaine. Oih'"' 
compare the contrary iniiccinents to aflame of hre,. which alvv ayes* lean'? 
feme mark behind it, greater or IcfTer, according as the flame dotlicontin' 
Nothing tlieifoic can be vvorfcfor Chaftity , then to Icaue it in a plaee wh"^' 
it may come by many rubbs and aflauUs , fuch as the world is. For it*cann^' 
be, but as Caftian writcth , ( not only out cfhisownc didamen, but ddiu^ 
ring it as the renfcofallthofe ancient Fathers ) ff^^t\vh$fcetier h m ccminjl 
bdrmilt. though he if ttno^iut hit 4ttiterf4rythefo^lf,>;(tfimrfimeshi mujl nttdtihttm 
Lttd.oralfo vfmndtd. Cut Chtftity gardcd with thefcnccs of Rch'gion anJ 
thcrby dravven out of danger of al earthly things, rccciueth no fuch damm3c^ 
for eythcr the dartcs of the enemy coujc not ncarc it , or they Icefe their force 
before , and fo their ftrokc i^ witijout cflc(fl. 

o. M> reoucrCiiartityinUcligion findcth many helps to nrefcrucitrclf 
and particularly a fparediet , which Pouctty doih in a manner ncccllirily bijr^ 
with It. For that which >. ///fwwf dcliucreth ( an authour certainly to beer? 
ditcd ) IS very true. /( a hardtopriftruc Chafluy at^fHUboard cfdainnts It huh 
alfo another Antidote, . f which thefamcS. ///er<»iBf writeth to I{ufl;(n^ L'» 
fl>fk''owted!>etfh(,lySctipture<,»ndibecorrHpn»noffieihihouwdtm Forwiifrc 
do people more frequently and more earncftly ftudiethc holy Scriptures and 
alothcrgoodthings, then in Religion? It hath humility and obedienci 
tvyo fpecul helps , and (o inward to tJie ftate of Religion , & withal fo prcfcnl 
and eflicacions a remedy of this difcafe , that none can be eyther more hole 
r .nconnorcat h.ind amongft thofe which Godhathlcft vs. Oftheoncto 
^o„W w.Kcth thus vp.n thofe words of our 5auiour , Bl,fcd4re tht mi{ 
f;i7^^''f>^'^^ H'A'y^'^'/^- By thisearthi vnderftand cur body,wluc 
■> ll^jl^^^^^^^^^^ commaund ouerthemcn^bcrs 

' ,X V ""''\""'J?b^'"^<:^,andfubieft toStiperioms. For as it felfis 
.to neSuj.rHn.ruduchuharh (oshalitfindthar.wh^ 

n :. s r "7 ^r ^"r^"'; ''\'^"P^"'<'"'^ POwers as it ought to be; Of 

no 7r^r '"''^';"a'* \^'' '^^'•'^ ''^^^' thcruleoucr the flefl, commJ 

a"n; ! r'^^r'rr'' • ^''"''''^.' '' ^^f^"^>^vledge the dutie of lawful fub- 

re lo L^.U I ' r I'^'^Y.^^yrr''''' '>>'" ^^^^ '^ ^'-^ Crc.tourofit,ic 

1^^^ oh^^^^ '°"r '"''' ^^ '^'' ^''^' '^''' isthefubiea. Thei'upon that 

lo/ "r^ 1':^ "1'^''^ ^' '^^J'^V ^^°"^^ ''''' ^'^ 5^"'-^^ '- '"^ Creatour, 

1 T lis the , one. U.S flesh . which before he ruled. 

n. iJu.sthc^;nour, w.thwhuh RcJifjicn dcdi defendthe mo/lbr^. 

d(ul 
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liful flower of Cbaftitic , not only pcrfcftly , but with a great dcale of eafc 
andfweetncs. Itvfethwatching,fafting, anddifcipliues, and the likeaufte- 
rities , butthefevertucs of which I haucfpoken, arid whereof "Rch'gion is the 
proper feate,togeather with thcwatincs and cuftody, which I mentioned be- 
fore are thcchiefeft defence: by them itniayca(ily, and without any great 
trouble be confcrued all our life time , free from the leaft coirupiion, and 
wholy vnfpoticd •, the body chaft , intire , vnpollutcd.and ( which is the prin- 
cipalUhe mind itfelf purr, innocent.vndcfilcd.W hat can be more honourable 
in this frayle , and flipperic life ? honourable certaynly initfcif , yet the more to 
beeftccmed.bccaufeit is rare, and a guift imparted by God to few. Others 
througithehcatofconcupifccncc , do as it were fry in the fornacc of their 
owneflcfli: they that haucreceauedthisiieauenly guift in thefamefornaceof DauUl.^ 
flcfli, be, as anciently the three Children, attended by Angeli, who loue ibis 
vertucabouet c reft i and are not only nothing annoyed by the fite of luftful 
concupifcence,b t fcclcacooledewie wind blowingvpon thcm.whichdotU 
fotempcr,and abate that parching heatc, which is fo general to al, that nothing 
is more cafie,or more delightful to them,then to Hue chaft. 

11. M( rcoucr in Religion , fo fooncasa body hath obliged himfclflyfo- 
Icnevowtopcrj^etualCluftitic, the power ofvfing not only alvnlawful plea- 
fure.but cucn c-f Marriage , is fo wholy cut off, that al Martiagej; arc euci after ' X'v'n. 
vitcrly voyd»nsifthcy were contracted with a dead body •,u hichgiucs no Imal fai.jblc U 
additi^^nt-^thcdignitieofReliv^iou$Chaftitie:bccaufcifit be laudable toab- NUuunc. 
ilainc from the vnfccmlinesofthai pleafurc, certainly thefarihct abody doth 
withdraw himfdf from it, the nv^rc laudable,and more glorious it is vn:o him. 
Now no mjn can be farther offfnunit.ihen he that had bound himfclf to fuch 
alhic of life, whcicin.tJK ugli he would, he cannot vH; it. For that which we 
cannot d« by lii^ht, and laWfullv, is truly impoffiblc for ve to do. Which is 
thcp(>iiu,onr Sauiour would giue vs to vnderftand in the Ghofpcl , by the 
name uf th >fc Finiuchcs , -\vh/ch neither nature^ mr du cj iM4n wddefo but ihen:^ 
(iUiti m.tde/htmfclues lio:nihe<y ftribe Kln^domeofCod. Wiiich, as it weicfoolilh 
and abfurd to vnderftand of thccuti.ine of the body, foit is euidcutly to be 
taken for voluniariccoi.tincncie, and not for euery kind of comincncic, but 
for that.whichdoih not only barre the ad, but doth for cue r cutof al pov.cc 
to the a(!i. The words of our Sauiom import as much j for hedoihnot fay, 
tlty that do continualh .<«f''/ thtmlelnts , which might perhaps be applied to fuc/i, 
asWiih a felled rcfolution, to bridle themfelues in this kind , fliould line 
chaft i but he faith : Q^ii(euiirAittYHnv;H)tjth4tbdutguelded »/e/»i/W«n;poiniing 
at thofe that by once making a vow, hauc bereaued themfelues of al power 
of vfmg any fuch adcucr after. The excellencic and dignitic of wbich thine 
is diui.icly declared vntovs, by the T'rfl;/;f/ />j>, who being wholy lauiflictf, f/yrtsj. 
with the fplendourof the Ghofpel , among orhcr commendations thereof, 
doth alfo fal vpon this , in thcfc words. Let n«f the BnnMch(dj ; bthtldUm 4 dry 
ntc^ withered 4W*y,be{4ufe thisfd^th onr Lord to the EMtiucheiiTheyfhdfihdlhditt 
/jptm^Sdbbdoths.dndchofen thdt, vfhichlfJouldhdHe .dtidk^pt my^^ouendntlwil 
^w them d pUce Within my hn(e,<fmi\nn my waIIi , O" * rtdme bemr then Scnnes, (r 
/)-<«i;/;ffri:f wii^Heihcdn (MtrUftin/^ n4ttte,'wl ich sh^l wof/jfrii/j, Whoare thcfcEii- 
nudics, to whom this is fayd.and pioaiifcd.but Religious people? They kcei>c 



U//>.5. 



i'4 



OF THE HAPPINES 



ivorksof eardily bulincfTcs.and whoJy attending vpon God i they haucin^ 
coucniiii wiib God,& confirmed it by Vow ; they make choice of that^vvhich I 
C )'.! would >auc done, bccaufc by the condiK^t of Obedience, thcydepartnot 
a liaircs-brcadth, fiom thcpcrtormanccof Ills lioly vvil. Tlicfe men ihcrcfor- 
tliou^jhthcy attend not to generation , and iiauc inorcouer bercaucd ih«nj[ 
fclucs of tiic power tlicrof; haue not any reafon notwithftanding to befoif I 
f »r jr, or to crtccmciliemfclucs therefore barren andvnfruitful,bccaufcini|j[ 
hoijfc olGod, ilicy shalhauc fomething, that isfatre better and more fiappif 
rlic.) fii.incs an I daughters in the wt-rlJ, Which » as S", B a (it doth difcoiirft 
S. Hi.T/. hi. ^T^" '' » '* ""' *^'^'y todwclin his houfc , bur to be in that rankcandplicj 
Vtf'!,^ ' I'lfnn , as dial f.iricfurpafli: al ihcfplcndoui and digniiie , which facceflion 

of cliiidrcn niiglu haue brought them •, And not only fo, bur, as S, Mnii^ I 

**• ^''i'-'P a idcil), thty Ihal haue a peculiar glorie proper to iliemfelues , & not comnjoa 

y,!l\\ t the red, that line in ihefamc houfcand kingdomc; wliich therefore pcthapi 

li icarmcd a Hunt , bccaufe by it they flial be diflingu'iflicd from al oihtr 

I r -pie. Which L;!c\ic,andeminent dignitie, and happincs, nodoubt buiihc 

,^^^ HjJic-Ghoft did aifo intend to cxprcflc in that t tlicrpaifage of holyScripturt, 

ll-ipl'ie li f! i barrvi , 4n(i yndrfiled , and tbt Eunuch , tb*t hath aoi Wrcughi tniquiiit 

urh i'ls han'ii ^ntr thought tnifUjctHOUi ihiHgs a^J4:.'}ll CoJ. The choict puiff of ftiii^ 

f'4' lit "utri l,nn ^4fjJ4tnt(l4C(tf>i4ile ficrtiottintieitojp't ofCoii. Who can iliirk 

that ih's moft welcome, or ( as it is hccrc learmcd ) mod acceptable poiiion, 

IS pr,;iiiiAd to any other Eunuchs , then the Eunuchs of God , who haue vo^ 

luntavily dcpriucd themfclucsfor cucr of al delights of this nature, and not 

without fonic trouble and diHicultie,as it were, cutting away part of their bfr 

die^fo that not without icafon, God maybcfaydtoowcthemagreatcrrecom. 

pence of future picafurc and delights diuinc. Wherefore it cannot be, but that 

the honour & digniticof Cha(liiic,njuft be very great , feing it fliincih eucn is 

that hcaucniy glorie abouc the red. And what may we think of the light and 

fpIcdour,which it l>ath in the darknes of this world/cing in that height ofglo- 

rie&: fplendout of the Saints, it is fofarre from being obfcurcd,ihatitMih« 

addcthgrace&brightncsto theirglotic ? we may iuftly make account that this 

ftateofcontineneic is amoft curious rich iewcl , vnknowncalong timcvpon 

earth , but brought from heauen by our Sauiour I ES v s, and firft eonfecratcd 

in his owne and his Dieted Mothers flcfli , then deliuered to bis Spoufe citf 

Church , to the end that decked therewith, and her grace and beautie highly 

fct forth by it , llie mH»ht be the more welcome and amiable , both to her 

J Hnr.m* ^'i * ^""^ ^^"^ ^'" ^^"* ^""^ " ^' "'"0'"^ notcth , In the tUUtvihtre mt 

Mp.ii. ^'^'"'^'lf'''^'f'fy^'^'^'^'^^^^fdhimbUJ[tdthathailfecdinSyori,4nJpromi^ 

llyrtftmlyrvhenih Sonne ofCdferfUt en earth . heeiiaffedMntwLw mbii(,m 
hth^lf to iv,r , that he that bj tin M^tls ivas admd in huutn ,. ibM ham 4 
^i'%tiilJ9ryp$neart/\ 
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of the digmtie of Keligiotu Obedience. 
CHAP. V. 

T followcihthat we fpeakefomething in brief, of the dignitic 
of Obedience; which though wc f hould beleflc capable to vn- 
derftand by other mcancs,the example and iudgcnient of our 
Lord and Sauiour Chiift may be a furticicnt tcftinjonic of it; 
finding , as we do, that he did fo highly eftceme of it. For as a 
man, that hath no skil in iewcls and pretious ftones,if he fee another, that 
isskilful,biiyafloncatahighratc, and after he hath bought it, be veiy cha- 
licofit, and fct greatly by it, cannot choofc but think it was worth his mo- 
ney :fo in weighing the dcferts of whatfociiet vertue, but chiefly of this of 
Obedience , we muft not rule our fclucs fo much by reafon , as by the 
cxampleofhim»who,as wcknow , wasWifdomcitfelf, and could not mi- 
lUkc or be ignorant of what he did. Now that he did value Obedience at Cluift our 
avery high rate, is cuident.becaufc whatfocucrhcdid , or fayd,or proic^ed ^"^|°'j"^ 
in his life-time, though al other vertues had a part in it, is notwithftanding Obedience 
in a manner wholy afcribed to Obedience. Forof himfelf he fayth, that ^rafahii-h 
(me dt-wne from heauen , not to do hts oWne wd,b0t the wH of his father thatfent rate. ' 
hlw. And S, Van! afctibcth his whole life anddeith,and the particular manner '»• <«. 38- 
of his death , wholy to Obedience, He was made obedient to death, yea the death VhHip t. 9. 
tf the Croffe, Finally S, lUrnard aftirmeth , that he preferred Obedience s, tnntri 
bcfoteihis life, choofini; rather to die, then not to obey. Obedience ihcr- i« c«ii»/ir. 
fore muft needs be a great vertue, or rather there is fomcthing diuinc. and ^*' 
more then vertue in it; feing the Sonne of God, the fampler of perfedion,. 
he that came of purpofc to put vs into the way of perfei^ion , did himfelf 
f) fcrioudy practice it , and commended it to vs , to be no IclVe fcrioufly 
i.bfcrucd by vs. S, Tbotnas doth t^^ue this manifcft reafon of ihc impor- S Thow.u 
tar.cc and cxccUcncic of it ; for as . fayth he ^ in natural things it ^as ^^i- 9 >^V 
necrflaiic , that the thin^^s which are higher , should moue the infeiiour 
by the abundanceof natural vermes inftillid by God into ihem;fo in humane '* 
goucrpment , good order did require , that one should dire<5l another, " 
by force of authorilie and power comiivmicatcd by God j which direction * 
dcpendingofrcafonandwil,is not executed but by preccprand command. *• 
W'.KYt'in.ai the fawe Saint affirnteth, as the rule of our aftions is no humane" 
Thing, but the firft rule of al is ihc Diuinc Wil , goacrn^ng and ru- " 
ling at other wils , wl.ercof one i«: nr>re nenre vnto him then- another, " 
a<:cotding toihcorder whidiGnl himfelf hath inftitmed. Which difcourfe •• 
'is. Thomas doth clearly difcoijcr vr.tn rs the noblenelfr of Obedience, " 
bccaufe it conioyncth mir v\il and iudy^emcnt intively with God •, in* 
which coniunc^ion al i^crUCiicn rf men and Ani.els doth crndft. F' r 
'.either almes-dccds , nor preaching (f the wrd of God ,, nor u hat- 
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iocucramtciitic ( ana whv lliould 1 it*nd to reckon vpal particuiirsiTtT" 
Cyrdome itfclf is of no cftccme nor meilr vnUtTt^ W U » . f "ifar 
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.«,.«« .MtiVMMc ^ «uu WHY iiiuuiui uanu co rccKon vpai particiuirsTTlIP* 
cyrdome itfclf is of no cftccme nor meiic , vnlcflc it haue relating! . 
performance of thcWil of God. Wherefore, as Charitic is vfual .?•. 
ihcQueene of Vermes. Obedience certainly isthcncxt vntoit an7 r 
. blcthitvery much in al things i for both of them conioync vs withr"!: 
bothof ihcm makevsto accept oncfufcthat. which Goddefiretr ^ ^' 
rcth : The diflPcrcncc is. that Charitic workcth in nature of a frienH Au 
dicnceinnatmeofafubieaifothac, though the manner be differ^^T^!' 
thmgis the fame, and the profit no lellcof the one then of the othrr 5 
m It vvcfcc the cxccllcncie of Obedience, w hereof vvcfpcakc int j 
that going through al our anions , it dircffleih them by arulc Diuiw 3 , 
by the relt.fame rule, wherewith the anions of Go^d hiS J e fi 

3. Whcrcuntowcmayadde another excellencic towir tha^rli^., t • l 
hcndmg whatfocucr may happen in the life of man Fnr «,u r^ ' T^ 
nothmgat al. ncuhcc place . nor workc, nor any emnloymcn nd'hL "f 

§mmmm 

Pcriours . tlfc «cu „, "t« "^^'k ', '' ""T "'' t'-inRs commanded b, Su. 

iowcftan*dlca» ""roblTc: ,'to"?,';'^^ *^'"''' " "« 

ci.concurte wi I, i, , his but n!cl! .I fl "jV™'""'''^' »<«1 if ""W"! 

fcconddcgKethcrcfarc is a'ftrTl • I ''.'"'' "°' ""*'«« >''"'"««• Tl» 

« S. G„.i„ fi;X ,^ ,/.,KL1;" .»nJcomprchcndctl,thc wil. «l-ich 
fubica cW,^ J" ,, ; i'''5r''/r'^'"''*> ''*"/'"« : For ,hc wi! of (he 
conioyacd o^ «W ^''fX' "f '"» Supciour , ,l.cy are bo.l, pcrfrfllr 
outl>i. owncw r„i;,bc V l^f '* c""'^ "holy cafti'ng off andVooting 
7 tucry way , as if k were his owne. Thi 
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third 4n<) higheft degree of this Vertue , if to fnh'icii z\Cb our reafon 
and iudgement to the iudgement of our Superiours ', and not only to wit^ 
but to think the felf fame thing with ihcm ,.a_ndcftceme_i_i right , rcafo- 
nablc , and profitable , whatfoeucr they shal ordaine ; in a word , that 
their onlie beck bearc fucli an authoritie in our minde , that vnleile it 
be apparently contiaiie to the knowne commandment of God , their 
iudgement and opinion do wholy fwcy ours , and lead it captiue af- 

5, This is, as it were , the feature and beautiful countenance of Obe- ^'^1^'^"^! 
dience, which if men could behold with their corporal eyes, they would be rcMtcJio 
gtcatly inflamed with the comclie fight and noble afped thcrof. Obe- God. 
dience alfo is a guifc prefented to the Diuine Maieftie ; wherefore looke 
how much the thing which is prefented , is iuftly to be valued , fo much is 
Obedience to be prized. Now what hath man more worihie or moro deare 
vnto him, then reafon and wil? For to be a man, be mull haue them both, 
and confcquenily loue them as much as he loues himfeif. For if naturally 
wcloue our flcOi and bone , and the leaft parcel of them, fodearcly, tliat 
jto prcferue them we wil take any paines j what affc(Sion mart we needcs 
haue to thofe higher parts , parts more noble , and more elfential to the 
nature of man ? And fo we find, that nothing is more natural to vs, then 
to prcferue not only the powers of our wil and vndcrftanding , but the 
vctic vfe and aftions of them. The proper aft of our wil, is libcrtici 
the proper aft of our vndcrftanding , is to pafte our iudgement vpoh a 
thing. Wherefore cuerie man doth fo naturally and fo violently dcfire 
to haue his ovvnc faying , and his owne wil > in euerie thing : which is 
more apparent, when ( as oftentimes it hapneih ) the thing itfclf is but a 
trifle i but it pleafeth vs to haue it fo , becaufe we wil be free. If a 
thing be forbidden , tlie very forbidding of it' doth whet our dcfire; 
for no other reafon, but becaufe, as I faid, the fweetnes of libcrtiedoth of 
iffcif delight vs. Wherefore feing thefe things beare fach Avey in vs, the 
diflicuhic muft necdes be the greater in breaking the violent couife oC 
ihctu} and fo much the greater, then in ouercoming anrc other natural 
piopcnfion , by how much we are carryed towards them by a more violent 
current. If therefore we put al thefe things togeaiher , the grearnes of the 
oblation comprehending in it felf fo manic things-, the worth of thefe two 
iliings , which we offer i the labour and difticultie , which is in offe- 
ring ; \vc shal eafiiy vnderftand the excellencie of Religious Obedience, 
and how farre it doth furpalfc the bounds of Nature , fcing it cannot 
polTibly be accomplished , but by pcifcft ouercoming and fubduing Na- 
ture. In which fenfc S, Cfte^ttit doth interpret that faying of the Wife- ^'^"♦^ »^' 
nun •, Tht.Qitditnt n>4n thai ^j>t'\kt y if lories j btCdi'fe , faith he , white \^\;^,,t 
'i'.'i hHmbly fitbit^ ourftlnts to an otler's v#/f f , wt •umcwc cttrftlMts wi/hin „' 
(fir Idfis. 

(f' But that, which doth shew the nwgnificence of Obedience more t! en 
anie tiling els,is,ihat not only things, w hich arc euil,or fucli as arc but mc jnely 
goodjbut things very fpeciallyi;ood,c Spared wilhObedicncc^doelccrc oft hcii- 

DD 2. liu^lu 



*h 



It. 

lih f,. lit 




The excel 
Icncic of 
Oi.c.lii-cc 

' 'iilfllllU-il 

hy iniri. 



S. ?4hI. 



hhn 



vcri uc 0/ obedience is placed, the Prophet beholding ic in a higher eleo?* 
then ihcdiuincoblations. And ifvvc wil follow the fpiritualfcnfc SacS I 
hauc relation togrcataiiftcriticofconucrfationiHolocaullcs to the com 
^ fltionofa ictircdlifc. Better therefore is Obedience then Sacrifice • anS''^ 
, hirkcn,tatlicr.thcntooircrihcfatofrttinnies:becaufc itisof farrc hieher^ll! 
, fcrt ahvayestofubieca ourowoe wiito the wilofaaother, thento pinch !t 
bodycs by extremitic offafting, orto Jul our felucsby compunaion inanZ 
prmate Sacrifice. Por what is the fat of ranimes , but an inward 'and ^ ' 
dcuotmnj But yctObcdiencc is better, becaufe he that hath learned oerfS^^ 
tofulfihhe wi ofh.sdireaour doth paiTc in the heauenlieKingdomeS 
that do faft and weep. Thus faith S. Gn^orie. 5^"'n«woiC 

7. Finally.in niyiudge«icnt,thcgreatncsofthc often Miracles, which hi» 
been wroughtbyObed.ence , are a moft certain proofe & euident confirn! 

t.onoftheexcelIe.K.eofit ForasifamandoemaniethingsabouetS 
ofNatmc. we take u for afigneofgreatfanditie in him^fo among vm«em 

nijvfetherameargumctA,asImayfay,canonizcthemthcrither:&cS 
thcmwouhtcorvenerat.«,themoretheirgratefuInestoGodhathbeenC 
edby miracles But whocanrcckon the miracles , which haue becnwroiSI 
byObed.cnce? A books arcfulofthemjefpecially theLiuesofthcanS^ 

e«een.ed. S, f-i^rdifc.pleof great S,^nuni,,\, much renowned for it.Forashe 
wa$greaterthcnhismaiftcr,inthcpowcrofmiraclcs as7owh„m9 ] S 
waswonttofcndchorethatln„,fc/couldnotr:^ 

confcffiontherewasnoother caufeofit.butObedicnce;Xrhcw seu^ 

his^;\TkXeVrr""'""'"r^'i!'"^^ ; ^minr;:otat;^*a^^^ 

Sr TlL^r iC^ t""^' ^ ^°""^^ "^ ««»i"^y imitated Abraham, 
wG "^ c «cd nm r^r *'^.^8"«"«°f'he miracle he went beyondhim 
red a r%ak cuei^^/ T'"'- ^"^^^'" '//^'^for^yc.res togeatir mxl 
way o A^^tftTw ;:: ;;r"!^^ andfetchedhif watcragreat 



way of At laft it bnr.Vr ^ "^"^.^''^^^ . and fetched his watcragreat 
brouj.fo 1 eel u, ^aI^T'I "n ^f' * ^^^'^^ his Maimer gathcriog 

<licncc.a u c /It'?/ n '""''^ J^uotedtothevertue of Obc 

i^c .. crc dead u Z it'^ fwcrH""' *^'T^ f '"'^ ^P*^" *"^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 
<^t,l J not c'.r 7; ;'*"V T^'l^v'th a loude voice: That theobcdientmiit 
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ihemorabIc",tliitcominc to the Monafteric of Luxouium wiikhhimfeff had 
founded ; and finding almoft al fick, he vfcd no other phv fick , but called 
ilicm al iniothe court to threfli the come in the heat of the funne.A haid taok , 
efpeciallyforfome of them, that were fo feeble that they could hardly ft and 
onthciclegs. Some of thcm.that thought ihcmfjrlucs wiTcrlthd warier then 
the reft, Jicptthemfelues in their beds \ others de/irous to obey, came downc 
totlicirworke: al thefc were prefently fo perfeftly cured of their difeafc, 
that they felt not fo muc!> as any grudging cf it ; the others punished for 
their Hacknes and diftrud , had their a^^ues al tlie y eare long , as S, ColumbArt, 
reprehending and blaming them,had foretold. 

8. InthehiftoriesoftheancientFatherswrreadeofanotherArange acci- 
dent, wherein alio we may fee what Obcdiflrkce4S,compared with other 
vertues. Two natural brethren liucd In one MonaQn ic ', one t)f them pradii- 
fed Obedience very much *, the other gaue himfelf to much aufteritie. This 
lad, to try tlie other's fan6^itle,eommarded him to eoe into a riuer that was 
ful of crocodiles ; which he did without delay; and the cruel ferpentscamc 
fawning vpon him, tnd licked his feete. Not long after they hapned both 
vpou a dead man's bodie, and falling ioy ntly to their pray er^,che man came to 
life: Which the Monke, that was giuen to fading, fecrctly in his thoughts 
attributed tohimfclfj but his Abbot chid him sharply for it, hauingvnder- 
doud by rcuclation , that it was not his fadiog,but the other's obedience that 
obtained it. 

9, Such therefore is the dignitic of Obediencje , if to be worthie to be 
declared by fuch extraordinarie miracles. And no wonder« For they that 
Hue in Obedience, haue putthemfeliieswholy into the hands cf God, tobc 
entirely pofleircd andgoucrned by him. And confequemly that , w hich is in 

the Prophet Efay , is fulfilled in them : Thou shdlf bt 4 cv*\9>*e •f^lerit in my cft)/6i.f. 
hand ^ and 4 f^agUt diddtntt in fht hand of ifjy Cod. From which gloiie and 
excclJcniie,the commodities alfo doe follow , which are there mentioned: 
'I'hou ihtilt no longtr bt calltd th forfdk^tn , and thy Und thai be no more culled 
(itfoUie , but iIjoh shall be called : My wil in it. Which glorioDS name , and 
much more the thing it felf,to uhomedoth it more fitly agree, then to a 
Religious man , who by obedience is fo wholy ^ as I fayd , in God's pof- 
fcffion, that the Diuine wills in him alwayes mod ^crfe^tly performed in al 
things? Men therefore may reioice, if they wil. In whatfoeuer other titles 
of honour, andbr called Kings, and Princes, and Cardinals: A Religious 
foulehath farrc more folid ground of ioy in thif name , which God hath 
impofed , and wherein is briefly comprized il that is Good , My ml it 
in It, 
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That a Religious man is aboue al earthlie thifigsi 
and htrw glorious this is ^ 

CHAP. VI. 

F the dignitic of cueric one of thcfc Vowcs by ufelf i,^ /• 
very great as we htuc shewed , what fpkndourand ditoii! 
muft needs arile of them ai , when tJiey meet >ogcathw 

ihcy doin aRkiigtousflatc.itconriftingwhoIyofihcfethrtt 
Vowcs concurring in one , vvidi al that which i$ cood Z 
excellent m them , to make, vphold , and adornc the nature ftbAaow 
and cdcncc of Religion? which once fct on foot and vndertaken ^belS 
ilic fcueral greatnelfes and ornaments . which rife of fcucral ihinci mh^ 
u h^th one i;cnei al operation , rare and admirable, to wit , that it bfeedes in 
him that embraces it, fogenerous,fo noble,and foloftieadifpofitionof 
nunac,thatrcatca aboue al worldUc things , he beholds thcma$thiD« 
tnworthic to be regarded, he dcfpifcth thcm,hcrcts them at naucht an^ 
contcmncs ihcm , and doth not only not hunt after them , as worldlings who 
wholycmp loy thcmfcluesinthc purfuit of them, and runnc into fo manic 
iJcbatcsanddjftercncesamong ihemrclucs about ihcm ;but when they arc 
oflered . he refufeth them ; when he had plcmie of them , he call 
then, away j he fpurnes at ihem as dirt , or , as we fayd before out of 
he Apoftic, he loathes them as dung , which , as bafe and ftinkinr 
JshacefuI.Howproperthisdirpoficionifmindcist'oaM^^^^^^^^ 
hownaturallyandhowdeeplyuisingt^ftedinit.^. Crr^one^^ 
^r|bmglu5ov.neftaieofmm^^^^ both his changes,when M he .as Rcw 
gousandafi.rwardschofenPopeofRome.Thcrearehis words: DcHiing 
, nnt . nj^ ,n,h.s world , nor fearmg anie thingfromit, I fccmed to myfclf to 

' tlu ;i f'^In^r^^" ' 'r »: f'\ ^'^'"Ss i in fo much that I did almoft 

life dnUn'^ r ; rf f '"' '^ '^''''^' f^*'^^^f-' •/ '*' ^^^^f> i for heis 
vmier ^o^H r '^^^^^^^ ''''''' ^^'^^' hy Contempt 6f mi ndc.trea<k, 

vnJcrloottlictlHng., which fcemei,, theworld high and rlorious. But fud- 
.en y , owncoft, by the ten,[>cll of this temptation .from the heighthi m 

i ; no fvl cTr "T^ "'"''^''"S^ ' ^^^' '^^^>"8h in behalfof my fel« 

.l^cnotleaie 

• ?m i c a" r r'S^"' «.s thcgcncal pc.Avahonof alRcIig^^us vt^i 

inon h ^ ^^'i '"'' !''^:".'«S"«''cr vvichtiienVinvlcandtcro. 

4 ' bu ;'''" '^"" '" '"''^'^^ '^'' ^^'^'IJ '' »''or they could not for. 

^^CK .mKdu.t.cyait.nmc.tjnorcould they conicmncitbuc that thff 

are 
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ire rayfcd m mindc ibonc it. And they forfakc not only that , whicli 
they hauc in prefenc ( which oftimcs is but a fmtl matter } but the 
defirc and greedines of hauing , which hath a great extent , or rather 
hath no bounds at al . but tcachcth abfolutly to al things.AVhercfore no 
Religious man mull think h meanely of this his oblation , as to conceaue 
tbat It is little, which he offers to God , when he barres himfelf by the 
Vow of Poucrtic from poflcfling anie thing vpon earth .- bccaufc hcdotli 
not only oflfer that which he had , ot that which might liauc befallen 
Wm, or which he might haue gotten by induftrie, but abfolutly the whole 
world. Which we Icarnc by thccxamplc of S,1>wr, who certainly left not 
much , yea rather that which he left , was little or nothing . and yet he did 
not flick to fay, as we read in S. Mdthtxv : Behotd^we hatteUft 4I things. Of which 
profcflion S.Mgvfin writes to VmuIwhs that, which agreeth fitly to Religious ^^'^' ''* 
pcrfons: The filher-men , that atthcvoicc of our Sauiour forfookc their J^i^*,«w?. 
nets and their little boats , boafted with great ioy that they ludlefral things, *t>li.j^. 
andfollowcd our Lord. And he contemneth al things , whocontemnes " 
not only what he could , but what he would hauehad. The difference is, " 
that the eyes of God onlyarc witnefIes,of what a man would hauehadi of " 
that which a man had, man alfo is witnes* S, Gregirie is of the fame opinion, ^ ^'''£\ 
tcrtifyingtiiac S. VirirandS, Andrew arc therefore to be fayd , to hauc left '"""" '' 
much J bccaufe tliey left tlic dcfire of hauing anie thing ■■, the affeif^ion being '" """** 
more to be vvcighed,ihen thcfubllauce , which we doc forfake. He left muc'h^ 
(ayth he , iff mi teiajned nothing /# himftlf; he left much tbdi left si , thcngh dl Wkh 
mntrfo Utile, 

J. This is that.wliich al Religious people doc ; For they depriue not thcm- 
fclucsonlyofthcpoflcfllon of things, but caft away al dcfire of whatfocuer 
things in the world: Which whofoeucrdoth,hathtl.e whole world vndcr his 
fectc.and confcqucntly hath not only whereof greatly to reioicc,and account 
liimfclf happie in the peace , and tranquillitie,and pleafure of his niind \ bnt \i 
to be accounted in honour and dignitic higher then K ings and Princes, not- 
withftandingthcir dominions and commands \ and may be fitly compared to j^y . 
the Eagle, which ( as holic Scripture fpeaketh ) it my fed at the ctrnmand $f 
Oid , ^ndbHildeth hifne4(lincr4ggtepl4ces,V[ion\vl\ichwordes S,Crfgprie dif- s.Crti jr. 
coutfcth in this manner: This is a fpecial token of the Eleft , that they know »»•»•. i y- 
fotowalkethe paths ofthisprefentlifc.asby certaintiecf hopetodifcouer, " 
when they are arriued to the hich places , where they may behold al tranfi- " 
toric things beneath them, and , through the loue of Eternity, tivad, what- " 
focuct is high in the world,vndcr their fectc. From whence it is, that God by " 
»hc Prophet fayth to the foule, that followeth him : I wtiltft thee yp about the ^^'^: 
f'f[i'>ths of tlttartb. The low places of the earth areloflfes, reproaches, po- " 
»enie,coiitcmpt, which the louas offlic world , walking the playnes of the ** 
hroad way,doc not ccafc to trcadc vndcr foor,by auoidingthcm.TlKheigluhs ** 
ofthecarthare Intcreft, flatteries of fcruants and lubic^s , aboundance of'* 
wcahh, honour,andheighthofpromotion,whichthcy,that creepeftil vpon " 
tncground through earthlie dcfires,cfteemc highibecaufethey make account " 
Here is fome great matter in them : but if our hart boonce fixed in heauenlic *' 
tlungs,prcfcntly it appcateih how alicc'l that is, which before fcemed high. 

DD 4 4. Thus 
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S. C/fwririW hereunto we may a<Wc further, thattuju 
ccr deicribcdjdoih not only foarc on high , but build tllbio 



if. Thus farce S. 

people J.cEagMhich is hccrd ^ ^- . . . . y r ^ . -« 

...o„d high places: Co may wc fay of Religious people , and apply it fitly vntothnn, 

viiJicAfc. For as to fly , is laborious, importing a continual AHfc and'conicntion,ii«j 

confcquenily cannot be perpetual ; but in the ncaft a bird is quiet, andictled 

at cafe; fo wcmay obferue the like difference among men , which follow 
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vhichS". ^ugfft^u bcwaylcd in himfclf, muft nccdes bcfalthem , Butlftl 
b4c{ into ihc f*mt , through t}>t yf tight cf my miferits , Atid dm frtAllowtJ-yf d*4iMt 
>" 4»- I'jmji womed dtldh , And lUy htldme , 4nd Iwftfe bitterly ibuftbtj Ijcldntwf 
(Iroo^ljfyf^ htMuit li the but then tfCtipQtne y^on me. But they , who liauc WiUcJ 
their ncaft on hi h , dec both fpare this vveaiifomncs of contention andArifr 
V. itlHlKnifclucSjandrcporcatcafc, The ncaft of a Religious man,isiheftaR 
iifth'". AndlmucnotihcuRcrr^ious people placed their ncaft on high,fcing 
tiicirftatcisrayfcdabouc al tilings created ? In which height they contaiitc 
chcnjfclucs, not only without aniediflicuitic, but with exceeding plcafurc, 
nbhorring nothing more , tlicntoftoopctothcfc bafc things againc, which 
boih in minclc and deed they haucfct at naught. 

5. And iliat wcmay the better conceauc both the great honour and prolip 

of a inindc thus !( atcd on high,as the Scripture cxprellcth vnio vs in the fimi. 

Jicudcaforc-fayd, Ictvs injagin withourlclucs ,ihac wc fee a manrayfcdby 

<lcgrccs fo hi^h from the ground, vp into the a) re , that at laft we behold 

hitn fcatcd vpon the veriecloudes.looking downe vpon vs. For by thisrcpre- 

fcntation , which cannot be veiifycd in abodic , we shal come to vndcrftjnd, 

what may be donne , and is dayly a^l^cd , in the mindc. For if a luan vvtrc 

fcatcd fo high, as I fay, vpon the cloudcs , manic things were confidcrable 

in him : Firjl , that al would admitc him ; fccondly if he had any cncmievpon 

cai thjic were in fafetic, quite out of his reach •, thirdly , thcfe infcriouf[riiing$ 

btin;.',fo fairebencathhim, would not trouble his fight-, manic oftliem W 

Kcli;',ioin y/ould not fee at al. The like doth happen to a foule, when God hath rayfcd 

, "hilc' *"' ^\ ^'^'^ ^^"^ ca"hlic duft and filth , and placed it in the eminent eleuation of 

i^-tJ. l-tiii;ion. I oritiicttcthprcfcntlyakindofnoblcncs cf hart,faire morcei« 

t client then that , which worldlic honour , or promorton,or birth,doth rayft 

: (yr^.MH am3nvnio;asV.()rp,Mwauouchcihinthefc woides: He that hath renounced 

:..,«' r r^^ world, is aboucal honours and kin;;domcs :and therefore he that coih 

' " ^ . •coatcthhimfciffoGod andour Sauiour, defireth no carthlic but Iicaucnlie 

kuigdonics. Which admirable worth of a Religious fctilc, doth not only 

lye open to the eyes of God ( which were indeed enough) but it is moftcom- 

•«;only very apparent to men i for though they be not willing to imitate, yet 

tJ'cy cannot but admire, tiiofc that put thcmfclues vpon thcfe high courCc?. 

5. :!n*mt V\ iicrcupon S'. H/^ewf fayili very truly , that, to hauc riches , is nothing 

V /' : . connn-ndablc , but locontemneihcni for Clirift our Sauiour; nor togjp* 

•' after honour, but to ncglcd it : and after a ftrangc manner of reuolution, 

• ffK-ythathaucihefcihingSjaic ncgle<flcd;and they that wilnot liauc tivei», 

." are muthcommtudcd, 

€, ReligiouJ 



6, Religious people moreouer are notfubicA to chances and misfortunes, j^otfubie^ 
asoihcr men KC. For what power can chance hauc ouer them, who fotfaking to worldly 
al changeable things haiie barred it quite out from them.^aR^confcqucntly, mi^for. 

as it were, placed aboue the windcs, arc neuermoued, but are conftant in al tunci. 
euents , and in a perpetual cahnc > which calme or tranquilitie of mindc , were 
ji to be bought for gold , what would not be giuen for it ? But gold wilnot 
buy it, norisitto bcpurchafed bv any carthlie thing, but by contemning al 
things : becaufc whatfoeucr carthlie thing thou haft , t hou may ft loofe it ; but 
he that hath foifaken al things , hath notning , by the lode whereof he may be 
either hurt or troubled ifo that this continual and ncuer-changeable peace of 
minilc,this mindc and countenance which in al euents is euer the fame (fuch as 
^,^^A4W4)r«idothtcl vsthat i'.^»fo»i*didalwaic$cartie) ispropertoaRcli- s.^^thtm. 
gious Hate. And the fame doth place vsbeyond the reach of al the firic dartsof in viu s. 
out malignant Encmicifo that either they come not neare vj,or are eafily auoy- c/^»»»«''y- 
dcd, which 5. C)f»iM«dothexprcflc very wel in thefc words: What power and I'^^^l'V* 
ftrcngth hath fuch a mindc? not only cleanfcd, and pure t and vntouchcdby „ '^ 
whaifoeuerfpotorblemifluheEnemieendcauoureih tocaftvpon it, byrea- „ 
fonithathwlthdrawne itfelffrom the pernicious traffick ofthis world, but „ 
higher and ftronger then anie force he can make •, in fomuch that it hatha „ 
kindof maiftrie and command oucr his whole hoaft and armie. 

7. But that, which is moft of aI,andmoftbehoueful for our foules, is, that /^|,o„g ^j 
this ftatcdothnaturallybreedin our mindeanextraordinariclight,makingit thingi. 
very plainevntovs , that vvhaifoeuer is vnder the cope of heauen ,is offmal 

value, dccciptful, idle, and vnworthicof ourloue. To which effedl y, CV^ t. chr;foJi. 
[ofottu dothdifcouifeelonucnrly In this manner: As when wclookc downe ''•'" n. 
from the top of a hil, al things feeme little vnto vs, not only men and trees, *^^*^^"(* 
but vv hole cittics&armies,arc like fo many emmets vponihcgiound: fothcv, „ 
that r3)fing their minde to heauenlie things are as it were fcatcd on high, ,, 
thinkcal humane things, as power, glorie, wealth, and the like, fofmal and „ 
fo little to be regarded , that they iudgc it an vn-.v orthie thing , if the noblencs ,, 
of their vnconupiible minde (hould ftoope vnto them, \vliat can be more ^, 
glorious then futli aftate, which by leaning vs nothini^, doth put vs intofo „ 
great fafitic, and make vs fo impregnable, that wc mal not need to feare ,, 
neither forcc,cor fortune; neither man nor anie humane chance? Which the ^, 
fame blelVcd Saint doth attribute much to Poucrtic : for taking vpon him to ^ 
commend a lingle life , among other pray fes therof , doi h reckon this blcfllng, ^^ 
that it may be pocre , and cutting of therby al care and danger, rayfe itfcif the ^^ 
neavcrto Heauen. Fir, /4iy;/e. hethat hath nothing , delpifcth al things, as s clry/lff, 
iflie had al at command: and with great frcedome, is bold to fpeake to Prince j, ^^- * 
and Potentate, and to him that v\eareih the crowne. He that contcmneth ctp gj, 
nioncy.being adowne-right man, doth cafily alfo contemnedeathitfelf; and " 
bcingahoueal,fearingnoihing,drcadingnoihing,dothfpcikcthemore freely " 
to al. But a man that is greedie of money ,i$ not only a llaue to his money , but '• 
a flauetoihe opinion and reputation of men, a ftaue to hisowne life ,and,in " 
one word, aflaue to al that belonj^th to this life, S. Grtj^one alfo , m the ^- ^""f^ 
fcauenthufhis Morals doth beare vpon the fame point •, Let vs lift vj»ihcc\es ^^ j' ^ 
of our mind i.j^jib fjt ), and behold in what heighth the tiedt ate inwatdly 
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fcatcd , that arc outwardly oppreflcd •, al that which is eminent abroad , totbcir 

inward fi^-ht lyes flat , and is contemptible. For inwardly lifted aboue them. 

" fducs , they place their foulc on high , and whatfoeuer they fuffer in ihislift.^ 

]' they behold it as it were paffing vndct ihcm , and little belonging to thcmiand 

* while, as I may fay ,thcyfttiucin mindc toberidof theicflem,theyatei|, 

' moft ignorant of what ihcy endure in it. For,a$ feated inthctopof a great high 

" hil.thcy vtterly con:cmne the ioyes of this prcfcnt life j and being higher then 

" thcmfducsbyafpiritual highncs, they behold within, al that beneath theo^; 

*, vvhichby carnal gl>rieisfohighflowncwithout.Fromwhcnccitcomcth,th« 

" they fparc no power oppofing itfclf againft rcrlue.butby thcauthoritic«fthcif 

' fjirit keep dovvncwhomfocucr they efpic lift themfelucs vp by pride, Thai 

" rpakcy.(5rf»or/>,brir.gingalfo manie examples of this nature>out ofholicScrip- 

ture.as of Movfes againft V/;4Mo ; Kdtbttn againft DdMid \ Httyds againft ^chSl 

£<iXfi» againft lordm. And the likcfpiiit Religion doth put into ihofe, thatfoU 

low it; and giucth them an vndauntcd courage, notproccediing of pride, but 

from the noblcnc s of their hait,and the contcmpr of al carihlie things, euenia 

ftand wicli Princes and Kings in behalf and defence of the glorie of God. 

Rdi!Moi;j 8. It is recorded of y. Bfr/i4rt/»flo/y/fff4,thathe waswcry freetofpeakehii 

nijtif.ccly mindjand when caufcrequired.ftickcdnotpublickly to reprehend the vicesof 

'ii ■'^" , people ofgrcatqualitic,withoutrefpcft of perfons Inafermononce hcrcprc* 

' '^'""*" ' hcndcd the Duke ofMilanj whereupon the Duke being highly difpleafcd/enc 

himvvordhcfliould die if he left not off. S. Btrridrdimhc next day foakcfartf 

more fliarply aj^ainft the fame vice , in a great aftcmblic of people j wliich con- 

huencc of his did fo daunt the Duke, that he durft neuer after trouble him. But 

to try wlicihcr he could be corrupted , font him a golden boule ful of goWj 

which though the Saint icic^cdwiiha great dcale of indignaiion,the Duke 

commanded it (liould beagainc prefcntcd him with along complement, and 

nmt h encreatie to aJmit of it. They, that carrycd it, did fo preflc the Saint, that 

whcnbcfaw there was no cnd,rinngvp, he bad them follow him, and going 

directly to the pnfon.hc beftowed itvpon thofcthat were in for debt, and fct 

il^malficc the fame day. We read.thatS.fc/wwtrfrtwivfed the like frccdomcia 

rcprclicndingT/jfcf/jrif^ Kingcfthe French, for his wicked life. And onccihe 

Kinghcarin »,that I'.c v/as come to townc.fcntaptincelic fupper for hinyohi! 

lodging y with al chings ncccfl'aric.and a great retinue to way te vpon him.J.O- 

Efc.'.^M J. '«'»^'«»'<^fcing it, rcicctcd it with ar^iic countenance and fpecch, pronouncing 

tiiat vcifc out of Set ipturc : Tl^f^ufti c/(Af W;r/^f(/, drenotdCCfptaLU totbt Wihtf. 

Addingmorcoucr.thatit ^vas an vnworthic thing to pollute the mouthesof 

God's (cruants,wich mcatcfrcmhim, that did fovniuftly make watre againft 

ihcn\I Ic had fcarcc vitctcJ liicfc r, or Jsiu hen al the vcflcls.in whichihe mean 

was brought, brake ill pceces. thcvvioc andfider runnc about the floare, and 

cucricthin.;was kattcrcdhir.crand thither. They that fcrucdit, weremufb 

amazed ; the Kin;»himrcirmuc!«ar:i-htcdranncprcrcnily to theSaint, telling 

him: I Ic was his fcruant :ii v. hit'cciici lie would command.Uut not long after, 

he fcl to his wonted courfcs, and t he Saint fpaicd not to check him,and threa- 

S ,^m»miccnhimforit, Butwhatlhal wc fay tuihc courage of S". Jlnihme of ndnt) 

i /'<JM. ^vhen £.;r/;««i wafted ItaHc witi» fire and fword ,he wentand fpake thusvnto 

him I i'htitcrutldndbUuJje 'i'jtdnf.whenwjli thoumA\e4n tNtioffpillm^ tbeUtud^f 
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pttn} And following on hisdifcourfe in he fame ftrayne , he ripped vpal his 
violent proceedings, his muiihcrs, robberies and pillages, ihrcaining him with 
•vengeance from hcauen and the wrath oi the Eternal God. His followers hea- 
ling this kinde of language, looked for no other, but that their Maifter, accor* 
ding to his bloudic cuftomCjOioulJ bid them tCioe the mau through, that made 
himfclf fo bolda controuler. But it banned farre otherwife; for taking his 
;gyrdle,he pirt it about his ownc neck in ftced of a rope,of a wolf being become 
alamb, and falling downe vpon his knees, he humbly begged pardon for his 
linncs, and promiied he would doe whatfoeuer farisfaflion or puniftimcnt the 
Saint would impofe vpon him. But after a while returning to his former tiI- 
lanies, he made an attempt vpon the venue of the Saint, after the manner fol- 
Jowing: He fentfomc of his retinue to him, with very rich prcfcnts, comman- 
ding them , that by earncft enireatie and importunitie, and al nieancs poftible, 
they llioultl winne him , to accept of them : and if he did accept of them , they 
should prefcntly cut of his head: if he could not be wonnc vnto ir,they should 
patiently ftand to heare , whatfoeuer he would fay vnto them. They went,and 
with al the courtefie and fceming humilitie of the world, they prefted iiim ouer 
and ouer againe,to admit of the prefcnt, their Lord and Maifter had been plea- 
fed to honour him with. But 5", c///»fo»i/f with great freedome (pake thus vnto 
them : Away inftantly with youi wicked guifts , leaft the houfc fal vpon you, ^, 
or the earth open and fwallow you vp , and we come in danger by your deftru- „ 
^ion. And fo fent them away ; which E\thniis hearing did euer after honour 
the man,as a great Saint. So great is the opinion,which the contempt of eaithlie 
things doth breed in the mindes cucn of wicked men, 

9. Now fcinga Religious ftate doth thus armevs againft aladucrfitie, let Hdigiorr 
\s confider a little alfo.how it doth defend vs in profpeiitie ; that contemning pf^'cMuiU 
both, we may neither fcare the one,nor care for the other. Great S,^ni9me shal "^ '."'''*'^" 
be our prefident in this kinde ;of whome we find it recorded, that whereas ^""'^* . 
C»«/?4n/^fffilieGreat, that famous Emperour.and his two fonne$C«i^-«»ff and ,1,^",^'* 
Conp4tiiiu!,wtic wont often to write vnto him in moft fubmifliue & courteous ' "*""** 
manner, as to ihcii Father, he vvasfo farre from glorying in it, that he was 
wont to fay: Thatnomanmuftthinkit any greatmatter, if the Kings of the « 
worlddoeatanic time write to the fcruants of God j for though they hauein „ 
outward appcaranccfgreaur power, their nature ii the fame i they liue and „ 
die,as others doe. Tj»e,^ng which is great indeed , and highly to be efteemed, .• 
is that God hath fcnt letters vntov9,thatis,his Law,thefummaneofhis wil,& ,> 
hath fpoken vnto vs by his onlie Sonne Which notwhhftanding.his Brethren ' 
entreating him to make them fomcanfwer, that he might not feemeto flight 
the courtefie of fo great Princes, he writ back vnto them, exhorting themto 
Iuftice,andClemcntie,andalvvayes to remember they wereMen,and should 
onedayihemfeluesaDpeare in iudgeincnt before the Tribunal of Christ, 
vvho is true Lord of al. This mind Co ncblc and fo high, feated aboue al carihlie 
things , contemning them al as duft , S. ^monit and the reft did not bring with 
rhcmto Religion, but fucked it out of Religion ; and we alfo being bred in 
the fame (choolc, may cafily painc the like \ and the noblcncsof oorcailinr 
<loih tet^uirc it and, doubilcs,inftil it into V5» . 
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Hovf noble a thing it u in a Religioti^ man to 
forfaks his natural kindred. 
Chap. VI I. 
T is a great maiteaofetalearthlic tilings at naught • and rUi 
that doc fo arcnot to be ranked any mote with thcvibarfrl? 
but to be honouredaspcople ofhiyh degree of promotion ^ 
exccllcncic: Yet it is a fai re greater worke,to fortakc our kind ^ 

andncarcaalJycsinbIoud.Forthelouc.vvhichwcbcarcth;m 
j$ of a higher ftraync, farre more intenfc , more natural . and niorcd«iS 
rooted in vs. For what hkcncs, or what connexion hath a man with p3/ 
andfilucr.withlandsandpo/Teffions? But with men he hath a naturS f 
fioiue and fpecially with fuch as come of thcfamcftock : which is the r« 
fon . that the loue of parents towards their children , of children towards tJi^r 
parents . and of brethren among thcmfclues , is fo hard to be dirTcmbJcd IZ 
that this proceedeth not fo much out of iudgement and dehberation oroundJ 

,nreafon,asofanatur«lincnnationand force, wcfcebythatwhiclihapncth 
in beaasvvh..toprefcructhc.ryonpnes.fticknot to venture hfeandlimmc 
Andconfcquentlytlve arongerthisEondandtycis,the greater force is rZ * 
led to breatc it . and a hart more refolutc . either to abide or to aft hhSf 
lundl.on. So that among the reftof the commendations of a Rehg^usli; 
th.s isnoneoftheleall, thaMsitr.yfctha manabouealotherthints i ou ! 
commediafoth.snaturalafl^:aion.partingamanfiomihofc,wiW 
hcvvasbredandbornc;and bringing him^or the loue of our S^^^^^^^^ 
enter icaguewithothers, whomcIiencuerfaw;and to take more plcafuc' in 
i.uing with them then wuh his ownenatural kindred : which is an u 5cit 

rJrJr '"*'"' children oftimes lament nnd gricuc fo bitterly forth 

1_ lie of foinc oncamongthcm, though the reft of his^ familie and ftock be 
foundandrafe;whatgrefn,ouldtheirs,ifwerpe3keofnatu.ej"e^w^^^^^^^^^^ 
al once, parents brethren/iaers.fuends.donUicaIs,andah;^^^^^^^^^ 
cuftomeand fom.liar acquaintance had linked them fol^^; & fo dc 1 "n^^^^^ 

iron . ZVZZLh^-trrc ^' *; "V"" *"" ^y * f°'" " «""'/« 

afterward! 
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afterwards by thi« hetuenlie Spirit , should fo faddenly tefolue not to jcald 
CO flesh and bloud, but dcpartc for cuer from them^ with that cpnllant rcfolu- 
lion, as if they had ncucr knowne them,anddid nothing belong vntothcm> 
and( which is more fignal)they that rcmaine,wccpefor himthat gocth;hc that 
gocihaway,isfulofioyandgladncs. What is the rcafoit of it, but bccaufc 
euen before he parte w ith them, he is already cut oif and fcuered from them by 
thisdiuincfwordiandthcrfoicpartcth without anicfenft of feeling : butihey 
that haue not felt the force of this fword.are Ail linked to him, & confcqiient- 
lyfcclemuch grief in parting. rktf</#rfrrecountethof one Mdrcidntts, aman of Tlico.forc: 
noblccjttraaion, and indeed of the bloud Royal, that he betook himfcifinto «" l^tlig. 
aMonaftcric, that wasfcatcd farreout of the way. After manie yearcs , his ''''^• 
filler, who was Ladie of the Citiic where she dwelt, coming wi.h her fonnc 
(that was vnder age) and manie prefents to the Monaftcrie, he would by no 
meancs fee hcrj c;ily he admitted the child , to theend he might fend him home 
withfomegoodiiidrudions. And when she entreated him , that he would at 
Icaft accept of the prefents which she had brought , if not as he was her kinf 
nun, yet as one that was poore , aixl might haue need of them . he m:».dehcr 
this anfvvct: Ihw mdnie wotidftehts tfp$ort [teoplc did ytu mcete by the 1V4/ , btfurf 
yHC4niet9tttt}Jndftin^ you btflawed ntt thcfifrefenttyponthcm, it is elf are you 
prtfon tkm me for hindred fa f^. And Co conCiantly he rcie<5led themal. Which 
faflof his Thtodoret doth fo extol , that he fayth , he was a man aboue nature, 
fashioned after a hcauenlic miner. DoubtlelTetherfore this difpofition of Kc- 
ligiouspcople,ijoneof the fpecialeft graces, which the Holic-ghoftis wont 
toimpartcvntovs, and requireih great ftrcngihofmindciandisalfoafignc 
of much vertue and worth in them that haue it. In fo much that it is one of the 
chicfcommands, which our Lord is pleafcd to lay vpon the Spoufe, wlinni he 
choofethforhinifclf.&dcfircth should be without fpot or wrinkle; f/r4r/;cf», ^f 
dju^hftr^ 4ndfte, and wdint thy rare , andfor^ef thy people, and thehonfe ofthj father. ''^ *' "' 
To be his Daughter , to be his Spoufe, and woi thic to be in the amies of Got', 
this prime condition is firft required, as a porcion fctlcd, that she doe not only 
loifake, but for.i;ct hercainal kindred : and if she doe fo, what is further pro- 
mifcd? AndthtkjnT^ shal coutt thy beauiic. As who should fay ; By that hCi of 
tliine , thy beautic and comclines wil be fo encreafed, that the foueraigne 
King and Lord of the world, cnflamcd with thy loue , wil prefently cake thee 
for his Spoure,and place tlicc in Princclie di;»niiie, 

^ We haue a memorable example hereof in that great Patriarch ^br4- 
'^^'w.whofefacldoth both much refcmble, and greatly illuftratcthat, which Gen.;i: 
al Religious people doe. Our Lordfayd vnto him : Goe forth of thy land , and „ 
fnm thj kiidred'y and frcm fht bouje of t^>y father , «ttd come into the land, „ 
whic'x I shal shi-w thee. It had been enough , as S. c/fw6r«/(pdifcourfcth, to s.,^mlrtf. 
haue fayd, for//; efthy land, bccaufe in tl/isonc word , al thercfliscontayned; ''^.'j'' 
but he would adiiethcfc particulars, that his aflTcd^ion might be the more tr) ed. "^j" '' 
Whci fore his faith is woithilyicnowncd : and (as the fame S../^»i^r«/ir fayth) '" 
»y this i,is fadl, he preucntcd the fayings of the Wifc-mcn, whcrof one is : ". 
^•//*^vG-r/. This al Kc'i^ious people doe going out ofthehoufe of their fa- '* 
thcr,& for(4kin', their kinsfolknot only by Icauin^ the affection to thcn),but " 
corporally patting fromcheniiand which is moie tlien al the reft, they parte *• 
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nut tagoc to loincccitainc determinate place , but whithcrlbcuer qJJ „^ 
ihcnce-fotward shal api)oint tlicm.For they dcliucc tlicmfelucs ouer,toihi*5 
and command of thcii Superiours , not in fomc one particular thing aarttJ 
vpon.asit \vcrc,by couenant and confcnt , but in wnatfocuer they jhilbe 
plcafcd to order, and, as God's Vicc-gcrents, shew vnto them. ' 

J 4. And it I may be bold to fpeakc my minde, me thinks I fee fomcwhn 
m^rc in that which cueric Rcligijus man doth , then in the ^A^tofMnbiB 
for as much as conccrneih this particular. For ^If/aham left indeed hiscoun* 

J ircy.andpartof his kindred: but yet carried with him al his wealth vvhidi' 

' was very great, and his brother £>//», S^M his wife, al his fciuants andi 
fullionrt-holdirothatamanmay in a manner rather fay , that he carried the 
chief commodities of his countrey away with him , then that he Icfthlj 
couiitrcy. But Religious people, how truly, how pcrfcdly doc they foi^Jcc 
houfcjpoircfll )ns, kindrcdi and naked, and folitariebctakejhcmfcJucs to (fit 
llanJart of Clirdl, who hung naked for them vpcn th .iCroHc? jihdU^ 
vpon the performance of tliat commandment of God , was prornifcdotey 

X. matters : / wil bltjfe thtCy and m^finipt ibj n^me^ dnd thou shall be Lltfffd, / w/W^r, 
thtm that blt/Sefhte^ and cur ft ihtm that atrfe ihet. Which being fpokenandwl 
formed to him, wliy should not we alfo hope to be partakers of the fame 
proinilcs and reward, fcinginfat^ wc iumpe with him? yea expeiftfomcwlii: 
more. For thcfc blcfTings in him were icmpmal, and confequenily afartc 
Jclll- icaardi but', urs arcfphiiual without comparilbn greater and better.But 
yet from hence we may learnc, how great the ilignitic of a Religious voca- 
I ion is, in rc;ardof thcpoint we fpeakc of, feinij it equals fo noble a fa(f^ cf fo 
diuine a man. 

5. F.)r what p:nveroueral carnal afre(flion had that famous Va(}euf who, 
as we read in /nnVatrum , would not fpcake to the Prouoit in behalf of hiJ 
hllcrsfonne, that was in hazard to be put to death? or P/or, whobciniibid 
by|.^^;//;^»;f(whorcdifcij.le he was) togoc to Lis fiacr that was come to 
fee him went to her, but yet held his eyes (hut, fo that he liid not fee her. 
Uy Nyhofc example , /•/;« alfo being commanded to prefcut himfclf bcfoie 
IIS UiUx , flicwed himfclf dis^^uifed as a llran-cr , and she not knowing 
ijim,hcpicremlyvvcnthis way. And as thefc tvVo dealt wuh their fillers, fo 
^•1 M*nm ^Mi\^ his mother; tor he al bcfm. thed his face with foot and 
iinoak , and in a dirtie frock of fack-doth ftood before her, withhii 
fyeslhut, that he might hauc no li j.ht of her. tuat^rm followed the fame 
ttfaync : I-or when one brought him word that his father was dead , l.e 
toJJlHin:/;f/>^/,/,r (fayth \K)myUihct litmnmtal. 5. luncts mi. hi haue 
'.^r.^^'";*'" » ^^''P to^eathcr with his fathoi's inheritance renouncing j 

It now he was mffc 
1 manic more like exam- 



-/w a, ,„u«.ii , WHO lo^camcr wuh his tathoi's inhcr 
a.lo his father , made that worthie prufelTlon , that n 
i cc truly to fay : Our futhtr whichart m huutn. And mani 




tJmJc^V^^ "'r\ ""' need to fearch ancient Records; we fee daylie 
examples o. the hke vertue before our eyes. For how often , or laihcr, 



I til fay<l. howdayljr bauc we ourfclucs beheld , not only men gtownc in 
fcates, but vtrie youthcj , entcrtainc their weeping parent* , andthcir 
whole kindred, without fliedding onctcarc,yca rather laughing when tl.eyr 
limcnted and gricucd i Which comes not of hardnes of hart, or dul ftu- 
piditie , for ift ftranger were in grief and mifieric , they wowld foonc 

I fcvvailc his woes. But the Sw#r</, 1 A)cakc of, is to be fecn in their 
harts and hath diuidcdthem from their friends and kindred, to whomc be- 
fore, their affeclion was fo deep engaged \ not that they hauc left to louc 
ihern, feing they make profcflTionto louc their veric enemies, but carting of 
al carnal affe^ion , which oftimes puts vs vpon thmgs vnworthie , tlicy 
hauc wholy changed it into fpiritual charitie. Which noble difpolition, 
as it h in itfelf moft excellent , cannot choofc alfo but be moft grate- 
ful to God, and plentifully rewarded with great graces. l^Ujfti doth , to 
my thinking , liuely expreHc it , when in his Prophetical teftamcnt, 
dirccling his f| each to tlic Tribe of Ltui dedicated to God , and for ihat 
reafon refembling fomcwhat a Religious ftate, hcpronounceth this blcf- 
(ing ouer them : He that haih fsyd 19 hii f'Athtr , and f# his mothtr : / f^^io^v you ^f««. i}. U 
ntt; and to hii brethren j I am t^rnvjint efth(m , and bane not ^fieWrtf thtir (hildten, 
Thtfi hAiit kept ih) (pccd\ andobfatitd ihy Couenant. Blejfe^ Lord, hif (jiitno^th^ and 
rtcc4Hethtworl{^ei oj hishandi, Sfti/{ffht ba({i ofhti tntums^andltl tiot ti!i'mrif\ 
tU( hMC him» 

That a Rcl/gior/j matt ktth it I fo for fa ken himfclf i 
a?jd how noble a thivg that is. 



CHAP. VIII. 

E X T to external poods , and natural kindred , which 
Religious people doc wholy forfakc , there is a third and 
moii excellent degree behind , and doubtlcffc the highcft 
that can be in matter of Pcrfcdion \ to wit, that he Icaues 
himfclf. This is to lift hmfdf, not only aboue al other 
things , but abone himftls. Which the Propliet lliertmie 
doth fo highly conimend. And of the rircncs , and diflicuitic , and 
worihtherof , ^. C;re(^or;e doth fay excellently wcl : Perhaps it is no very 
hard matter for a man to leaue his poHcflrions i but it is very hard to leauc 
hi.nfclf : for it is a leflc matter to renounce what he haih i but it is very 
much to renounce what he is. And certainly it is very true. For If we findc 
fo much dilhcultie in forfaking what wc haue . louing it for ourfelucsi 
h)w much more dinicuhic mull there needs be , in forfaking our- 
fclucs I For as natural and in-brcil as the louc of a man's fclf is. 
io liard mua it needs be , to call .iway a man's fclf ; And if wc 
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<onfidcrwcl , whac the bufinesiijanditbcdone in eameit, Uisnotmii, 
Iclfc, yea it is a kind of death , bccaufc it is to dye to oncs-fclf, AndaccordinlJ 

>. S". Oti:^9jit doth cxprclTc it in ihefe ccarmes : T9 remunct thdt "whithttir 

" I'd 1*1 /iw/c veifh onet-ftlf i To {il thdt which ht it. And heerupon a rJl 

pious man is accounted a dead man.Which jifh^on^ of thcancicnt Fatht;. 

Hiri declared by this notable fad of his, related by $". BetUdrJ and others : Oncof 

»"»- his carnal brethren canjc once vnto him , crauinghisa/Jiftancc in fomcbufi 

ne?, which he had : the Saint asked him, why he did not rather gee to a third 

brctlicr of theirs; his brother wondering at this queftion , told him hcwa 

dead and buried long agoe, Sowds I, faylh ^^qUo , tib»M( twtfifievartsSBit 

when I fe l{f this httie hdbit ypon nie. * 

I. f>. BijUis of the fame opinion •, and difpUting tie queftion at large it, 

liuerctli.thatno man entangled in the world , can'attaync to this abncqaticil 

of hinifdf , whcnf our Sauiour fayth : Ifanii oneWjlctmedfiermt , let bm dtti 

hmftlf-y and(;iueth this rcafon : Bccaufc codcnyones-fclf, is nothing cb but 

wholyand vttcily t) forget eueiic thing belonging to his former lifc,and(o 

' dejaitrromhisovvncwil, whichinafecularlifcisinofthardto comuaircmt 

•* to fay, that it is altogcaihcr impofllblc. 

?. And \vc may compare this high degree of Pcrfc(flicn,to whjchRcII. 
gioii d( >tU rayfe vs by the dcnyal of omfclucs, an other way. For as when ue 
lyjc a tiling away to another man, we wholy forgoc it;fo when wegiucour- 
rcliits toCiod; this being the nature, or, as I niaycalit, the circncc^ofRelJ. 
i^ivn ( as I haue shewed at large eh- where ) to put vs wholy ouer to God by 
t rcc of Vow, and giuc him ful dominion ouet vs. For fiift it dcliucreth our 
bodie vnto him, both by the vow of Chaftitic, and, as al other ihings.byihc 
vow ofObcdicnce, fo that it is no more ours that iiuc in it, but his, for whome 
v.c line jii it. Vpon which ground S, BmtarJ doth folidly build this docu- 

, tncn t, that Religious people mud dcalc with 1 heir bc^dics , as with a thing, that 
bciongcth not to ihemfciucs , but to God. Secondly , it deliuereth our ibulc 
vnto hini, that is, our Wil , out ludgcmcnt . our Frecdomc , which is Al in al. 
For om funic is, as it were, the Gallic in a Cittie i the key of this Gallic is out 
hbcrtic; fo that when we dcliuer our libcriie vpto God , we deliuer ai vnto 
lnm,3nd fulong as it is in his hands, heismailler of al. Finally it deliuereth 
vp to (.od, tlie vfe o^ al thcfc ihings, which thouL h it nccelTki ily follow of the 
f«Mn:rj,yct to make the thing morcpiainc, we fpcake of it a parr. Forwc 
t annot employ our foulc nor our be die in things , which of ourfelucsv/e 
^'^c incimcd vnro , but in thofc , to which our Supcriours arc pleafcd co 
' r .ci vs. Andthisdchuciic is not a thing priuatc or hidden , adlcd only in 
t." light or refoiution , but it is made externally, by an outward dcclirj. 
i">n , by word of mouth , before witnclles, and in the hands of another 
"'Jn,tl,ar,in place of Gud, acccptcth the donation; in brief it i> a Untie cf 



l(ii;; 



to the folcmnizing and authenticating whereof, nothing is wan- 
^ , Aiulonftqucntiy a Religious man, that by folcmne promifc hath 'T.cc 
^ci.ikd thcdon!..)u>n of himfclf, hath fu wholy ^iuen ouer himfelf, thitif 
J runaiJs he .i. c about to rcfume anic thing of himfclf , he offcndeth as 
«nuchasa:nan chat ta" cth fr om an other that, which himfelf had neueranie 
11^. e «.,to. Whereupon S. B-// fayth, that W!.Ar(o(ucr ftcdUtb hun^dj j)o'n 0»l 

b.Ht»i 
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iMWiMCti^nftcrdttdhimftlfymo him^ cmmiutth IdCfiUdgt, An^ Sl'Dnntrd ic- 
bithendeih fomc of his Moncks vpon the fame grounds ^ in thefc words: 
Ttn, ih^t bdHt $nceentru(Jt(i vs w'nbtht Cdrt outrjou, wl;y Jo yon mtddlt d^atnt xviih 
ymfdttti ? As if he fliould fay : what power hafleybunow'eUer yourfclues, 
/ince you haue once giuen ouer your tight? Which if it be true, as S. Utrndrd 
wil haue it, can there be a nitre perfc(fl manner of renouncing ones-felf then 
that, which ispradlifcd in Reli.;ion ? Againc ; how excellent a thing muft 
'Religion needs be, and how high in the fauourof God, feing it is fo liberal 
towards him? 

4, Among men, flauciie and captiuiiic is accounted one of the hardc/l 
3od hcauic^l things that are, becaufc it taketh away a man's freedome , and 
makcth hin» fo fubie^ to an other , that he muft doc al things after att 
other's fancie.Yct if we looke into the matter wel , that kind of feri* 
aitude bindeth the bodie only ; tJie min^Jc is altogeather free : for there is 
no flaue but he may think his pleafurc , and loue and hate what he liftcth, 
gticue and reioyce at w hit he wil. But a Religious man , oftaing his 
veric foulc to God , offercth alfo the operations of the foule ; and mud 
conformc al his inward afie(5lions to die fame rule ; whcrupon in al Re<- 
ligious Orders, the lawes and conftitutioni , which are fct downc in wrii' 
ting , asid the commands of Superiours by word of mouth , prefcribe 
not only what is outwardly to be done or auoyded , but much more 
what is inwardly to be performed. So that no feruitude cuer was or 
can be more {iu6t then that , which Religious people vndergoe : But the 
more ftcidl i: is , It proues alfo the more pleafant ; becaufc of the infinit 
pteafure which is in God , who conununicateth himfelf fo much the 
more plentifully to his creatures . the more narrowly they binde them- 
fclucs, and the more fincerely they are fubie<5l, vnto him. Wherefore, 
amon:; other great treafures of a Religious life, we muft alfo reckon this, 
thatiibringeth vs wholy to fotfake and caft off ourfelues for euer , by Co 
lUi(5l an obligation, that it can neuer be called-in or made voyde. In com* 
mendation of which thing the Clojfe (the authoriiie wJiereof is very great 
in the cxpofition of holie Scripture ) doth worthily fpeakc thefe words: 
Others vow calues , others rammcs , others their houfes ; the Nazarean 
vowethhimfclCi this is the vow of the Nazarean, which is aboue al other 
vowcs. Our fonnc , and our daughter , and our cattle be without vs: but 
to offer ourfclues,to employ not an other's but our ownc labow , is more 
perfccl and more cminenc then al other vowcs. 
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That al P^ertucs conmrre in a KcltgioM State. 

CHAP. IX. 

H E onlic wealth of a Chriftian, is VcrtUe. He thathaihliftU' 

vcrtac , is poorc, he that hath much vertue , is to be accoun, 

tei truly rich i and the more vertue a man hath , the richet 

he ii, H )w much is therefore Religion lo be efteemei 

where a man shal finde , not one or two vcrtues only, 5 

abfolutly al , in great abundance concurring togeaiher \ infomuch'ilm 

the vcric nature of Religion \s^ as it were . a Compound of Vertue \ and if we 

looke into it, we shal finde it to be fo; becaufe if anie one vertue be wantiDt 

the whole State of Religion is the weaker by it. 

t. I fpeake not now of thofe vcrtues , which eucric one doth get by iili 
owne long pra(flice in them , and daylie endcauour , which noiwithftnh 
a Re- ding this State doth fo greatly facilitate , that it is defcrucdly called tfae 
Schoolc of Vertue , as 1 haue shewed before : But I fpeake of thofe , that 
inihevcrie firft conception , as I maycal it, of a Religious Vocation, tre 
infufcd into our foulcs to^eatner witli the vocation itfelf, andfoinwardir 
linked to the StateofReIigion,tliatvvhofoeueradmittcthof the Stite,ini4 
flcccirariiy alfo receauc thofe vcrtues with it. Let vs therefore fcarch-out 
what venues, and how manic, this State rcquircth , as nccc/ririly be. 
loncing vmo it ; for as manic as are nccclFarie , certainly it brioMth 
ivitli k. * 

^. And as a houfc , that is buylt of manic parts , hath fomc of tlicro, 
that l)c open to the view of tiiciic bodie , as the forc-fiont, the ivin- 
dowcs , tlic poiches,and the like i and fomc a^;ainc that arc hidden, ai the 
limUi ,ani i( ycc?, and iron-workc, and chiefly the foundation : Andinihe 
bojjc v.f eucric liuinpcreaturccompcundcd of manic members, fomc apj>M[e 
outwardly, as the head , the legs, and tliighs, and fuch likcj fome ]yt inward, 
as the halt, the bray nc.thc bones, & fii)ncu'cs , which alfo arc more ncccllaric, 
then manic of the outward parfs;So inRdi^ion.thcthicc VowesofPoUff- 
lic, Chaftme, and Obedience lye open to the view ofcuericbodicjothcTJ are 
morcfccrcc yet witiul fa ncccdbrie, eucn forthedue maintenance of ihofc 
ilircc Vowcs , and of tiic State iifclf, that without ihcm. al fallcs to the 
ground, 

4. Andyetirthcicvvercnotl.lnj^in Religion but thepra^icc of the three 
Voaes, wec^uld n(.t inngin a thing more beautiful. For what is Poucnie, 
but lo noble a dilpoflti.i, ofniinJc . that it makcth no more account of 
neapcs ofgold and (il.ier, aud of the icucnnues and kingdoms of the world, 
then otaliulcclunc >yca it doth not onlynegUd them, as things of no 
valwe , but dotli auoyd them , a^ burdcnfomc. A great Vcrtnc, and a gr « 
roiieriic. fc"'" °^ ^'<^^'- And if uc caft our eye vpon fo manie other men in flm 
W»rld , that do fo hvh'y clU-nc and admire, and fo earneiily hunt aftrt 
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rr..-r*!ili«thinei . we cannot choofc but fee the greatnes of it. 
^ What iscLmtie ? A mind ftrengthened and hardened againft al Chanitle. 
niannecof pleafuces of the flefti •. acainft thofe pleafure^ which do fodomi- 
rTnuer the nature of man-kindc. How rare therefore and how glorious 
"!Kinaisit looppofc oncs-fclf againft iliem , and'withftand ihem fo con- 
aIS , and with fo great a courage? The verie rarenes of this vertue doth 
rnake It the more glorious-, for wefecthatthegreatiftpartof al the world is 
*lMdawavcaptiuewiihdefireofthefcplcafurcs, 

/ Finally, what a noble difpofition of mind is Obedience? importmg a Obcdiece. 
denial of ourfclues, and a renouncing of our freedomt, which naturally wc 
Sefirefomuchinalthings, & inalthe pafTages of our lifej fo that ccrtainly,as 
ive cannot ouercomc cm fclues in a greater matter, fo there cannot be a more 
noble or more glorious viaorie. And confcquently , as I fayd before , if there 
were no other vertue in Religion but thefe three, which are in eueriebodie's 
eye , the beautiful afpcd thcrof could not but breed great admiration and lout 
in the beholders. c \r . n 

7 But , as I touched euen now , fo fayrc a building of Vertue could 
not long ft and , if it had not other vcrtues to vphold it, whereof fomc goc 
before, as preparatiues; fomealwayes accompanic it. And to begin with the 
three Theological vcrtues ( which are fo called becaufe their obieft is God ) 
if is euident, not only that a Religious ftate cannot be without Faith , but 
itcannot be without fingular and very excellent Faith. For eueric Religious r.nh. 
man dothfotfake that, which he hath in his hands and before his eyes, foe 
things which he doth not fccj he leaueth the prcfcnt for the future, and, w hich 
ismore, for that which is not to come but after fo longadiftance of time, 
relying vpon the fole promife and word of God, which no man would doc, 
were he not fully perfvvadcd , that the future is much more affured , then that 
which is prcrent,which is thcgreateft i& of Faith that a man can hauc. 

8. The like we may fay of Hope, which confifteth in two points : Firft h^^. 
and piincipally in hoping the glorie of Hcauen ; which , though it be ftil 
to come. Religion doth giue vs fo good pledges of. as if wc were ac- 
tually in polfeffion of it i and in regard iherof , as I fayd of Faith , wc 
furgoe whatfocucr we had in our hands; Secondly Hope extcndeth itfelf 
to the neceOarie helps of this prcfcnt life i which part thcrof , where is it 
more praftifcd then in Reli-fon? Religious people dcpiiuingihcmfclues of 
althings,whichthey may haue need of, and bringing ihcmfelues to a moit 
perfca nakcdnes , vpon the confidence which they haue m God. So that 
in my opinion iheic cannot be a greater hope and confidence m the Pil- 
gtimageofthis world, then this, which Religious people haue, becaufe 
it cxtcndeih itfelf not only to fprac one kind of thing , or to manic 
things of fmal confequence , but conccrncrh abfolutly al , and our vc- 
lic life , v^ith which we put God wh.ily in truft. Chaiitie is written in 
the veiie bowels of Religion , and as it \^cre in the Elfencc of ^t> chititie. 
and hach three branches : The one extending itfelf towards Godi 
the other towar<U thofe of the fame Inftitute V '^c third towaids 
al other men. Towards God , becaufe doubtlefic it "/^i^ ff'*^ 
Uuc of God » which Jtiueth a Sculc ^\<fa fuch a Olid coutfe of hfe, 
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cnlofthcoialbcifiijcocacrcarcin the Jouc of God ^^^^^^'^^^^ 

9, Now whereas the ihcamcs of /mil., «j *j .. 
bourarededued Ao.n this S^fof ^^^^^^^^ oarneigfc^ 

them , whoa,e God ha*h Jinked vnto v by pro£ ^^^ ^^ 

and courfeof life ; v/hu alfo, by reafon oHl^^^^^^^^ ^^''^^ ^f"^ '"C' 
^yont to cal Brothers among themfc lues And t h .1 ' ^*"^^^^'^ 'H« 
ru.e.For asAriao.ledirco«Veth;euer;ftiet "Jn^^^^^^^ 
grounded vpon communication, i^ one k ndTr oth ' " \^'"^ "''^^ 

t.ons;arcUowsh.p^>fStu/elus^;;nTel"^^r^^^^^^^^^^^^ 




uponKcli,ious'peoplc;^cc^X^,^^^;^^^^^^ 

tainlyitisnotneatnesioLudi becrurofZ; ^^^^^^^ 

toanotherjncitheri. it anie ciu 1 cTm t/rh^^^^^^ ''' T't «""g^«ont 

vpaI,thatcanbereckoncd.vvcfl?arfind^^^^^^ 

tlKuallociation, but this ruVmuraflou^^^^^^^^^^ "" ^^ji? g^-'^<lof 

'ti Charitic vpJiolds it; without Ch/r/ri." * i ,' 9*^"'J'<^- Chariticbreai 

bcforeiraido'fchelou^cfOo^^^^^ And. asaii«/e 

ground, and, as I may cal it , fo^ onou abS^^^^ ''"'"^ '" "'^'^ * 

l»ke manner confequcm rnto it and eS ! ? '""^ " ^"'' """i'^»%"a 

;vl.ichtheyhauea:!.„strmtt,^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

louc.and among Rclii-ious people ofthr rl?r? '""K^'sagreatcncrcaferor 

that^;reatercaalutdIybcia^thiswor^I^^^^^^^^^^ 

andcc,cmonies.&d/eirvedeoutrar^^ 

iire r,whichan»ncannotbutIourinhi e^w 

w.thanother,concinualcc>habl°atil?^T^ r'''^'^^'''°"""^'*i^«^^ 

CCS one towards another , 4 pro eeJI ^ nf 1 ^ ' ^"n"'"" ""^ charitableolfi. 

fcwlnaicutejl'wlucrauendw^^^^^^^^ 

Rood defiles beip towards the falua ,on Tr ^''^'"^"^^^*'' V" ^V P"y"«J 

^ci are fo wholy at the Ccr^ccoTZ^^ 

jnd endcauours fcemc to bend that vl?^^°r ' "^'^^ *' *'^<^i^ ''^^"S''" 

I^^l'K'ou, famihe ^iue TuHk en rU ^' "^"^ '^'' employments of eSery 

^^^'\ kmd. For no^c o:: y w 'en ,' ""^''' * ^'*^" ''>^'> ^^^^^i"^" is in 

'f«b . or exhort, but iv^.^ f ^ ?P"'*= '» P^^'i^k co preacb . or 

.^»7labourandw;tcI V^X^a^:^^'?^'"^^^ 

Ftlu;,ve^„,ccthc*cxcrcifcof rcJi^ion,a( ofitii: 

dirc^fd 
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ditedcdnotonljrtothcir owncfiiliiation,but for ihc better helping & afTillirr 
ofothcrstogetHeauen.So that Religious people, as ^.l>i««l fayd oM.unicif^ 
huemsdt thmf(lHesfern4miifdl mtn , taking their caufc fo to hart . that next to i.e. . ?. 1 . 
their ownc faluation , they bufic themfclues wholy vpon their neighbour. 
either actually fcruing them in fomc thing or other, or preparing that n hicli 
may conduce to their good; finally as oft as they arc called, they areas reaJic 
toatrcndvpon ihcm, as any fcruantcan be at his maimer's beck. Al \\l;ich 
* .shcwes.that Charitic is intrinfecal to a Religious vocation, and, as it were, a 
kind of glue, to bindcfoulcs togeathcr among themfclues, and with God; 
v\ hich if it failc. Religious Orders themfclues muft needs fal afundcr . becaufc 
cheyhaue no other ftay or hold. 

li.It followcth that we fpeake of Mora! vcrtues;among which the firfl &, as it 
were.thc light of the rcfl:,is Pr^t/twtfjfo coupled withReligion.that wiiiiout it PruJencr 
wc cannot vndcrftand, what Religion njeancth.S.^//gfty?/« dcfincthJ'ijif/fncr to 
b(fhtkporvle(i<:,eoiwhAnvc4tetodtj,re,4»ti-((hat vrt^trt to fly. And where isthTs ^ «-^"i: ''» 
knowledgcmoieabundant,ihcninRdigion>S.r/>flW4idcliuetcthadoarinc *^ ^ "' 
which is very true, to wit, that Prudence conCftcth not only in the Vndcr- 5 ^;, , , 
llirKJingorKcafon.butdepcndeihverymuchofawcl-ordcred wil, andcon- n. 47V ."* 
fcqucntly is obfcurcd andloft rather by difordercdaffeaions, then by fori;ct- & *. 1; 
fuiij. jorobliuion. V hereupon it followcth alfo further ( as the fame holic 
Didour tcachc.h) thata (inner cannot hauc perfect Prudence : for pcifcc't 
Piudcnceiuhat.v^hichcon/idcfing the true End of man, doth apply to the 
aieaioing. fthat ^nd^viniihmduift^ytti^httHdf^enttnt^ Md»n ypright commAnd, 
winch be the three ads of ihisvcrtue.Now where is the true Endof man be: ter 
confidtredof , and bcrterweiglicd,ihcn in Religion, where we dirrd our- 
fducswholy toGod, for whomewc were crcaiedj and put ourfclues fi^intirc- 
Jy vndcr his dominion and power, that we doc nothing for aniccreatiire.noc 
fo much as for ourfclues? Religion moreoucrshcwethvs, how to defeiuc the 
j;raceofGod,howtoprererucit , and preucnt and auoyd the deceits of the 
DjucI ,,whai we ought to doc or shunnc in al the particulars of our life. Thc("c 
arc thca«2softrnewircdome; this is the Prudence, which is bothcornmcn- 
cable, and necclIaric;not as commonly people take it, to know how to grow 
Mch.or to get preferment, wl ich is raiiiei cvaft . then Prudence. For failing of 
ilie knowledge or purfuj't of the true end of man, and fceking fomepaiticniar 
cndofthisorthatbufines.oraymiogat fomc thing which is naught , it fol- 
loweih cit her to be impcrfca, if it Hay in the firft ; or falfly lliled Prudence , if 
it dcgcnei ate to the latter. 

u. lulliceisyetmoreapparcntlycouplcd with Religion: Foritisnrt only 
"I re from doing anie bodieanic wrong (for though there were nothm/ cis. 
jlKftatcitfelfbarrethal Religious pcoplefromalocctfions of fiaud&dccciptj 
hut ihc office of ludicc being to giuccucrie one his ownc, and chiefly 10 God, 
that which belongs vnto him.Rcligion beats wholy vpon this poiiu.Al thingt. 
Matbc in the world, belong to God; ouifclues, and at that we hauc. VV'Ijo- 
^ocucrtherforc referueth anie thing to himfelf, cither of his owncpctfon or 
anici|,ini» belonging vnto him, wron^sGod.and certainly dcalcs more vn- 
jj'lly with him, then if he should take another man 1 goods from him : Now 
i^chgioa labouicih nothing more chcu to dcJiucr vp to God , firft al things 

F F I whish 



I lift u 



»4tf 



OF THl HAFPIMIS 



Temp:- 
tancc. 



Furtitudc. 



S Crt». ; 



Pj:icncc 









which arc wiihouivsifccondly , the things which arc within viiindUftro^ 
fclues, by this ineancs compcndioufly complying with «1 thcdutyaormog 
pcrfcdiudicc. 

15. Aifor Temperance, whocan doubt butihatRchgionisthepropetfcii 
of it i For , as Ariitotic ddiucreih , the office of Temperance is, to btidli the 
plcafurcs of the bodie , chiefly thofc that belong to the fenfeof Touchiofc 
of which there be two kindes : fomc fcrue towards the fullcnance of the 
bodic, by eating and drinJting ; fonie for the vfc of generation. Thefirft< 
Kcligionconfineih within the bounds of occcffiiic , Pouertic ( ihenjothej 
of frugalitic , and fobrieiic ) helping tliecunto : The fecond belonging tow. 
neracion ( thedcHres whereof are more violent and intemperate ) it doili 
wholy cut- of and (hunne , as a bodic would Hiunne the plague. The greaitf) 
commendation, which v/f ri/?«//f and the reft cfihe PhiloloDhersgayc TemI)^ 
ranee , was to kccpea meane in thefe pleafures , and durit notprcflcNatuK 
anic further. Ho',v farre greater commendation thctcTore doth Religion dt- 
fcrue , which dotii net only temper thefe pleafures, but vtterly aboliihthcDL 
and banifli them out of fight and thought ? 

i-^. Some bodie perhaps wil think, that Fortitude hath nothing todoeia 
Religion , bccaufc there is nooccafion of going into the iield,nor anievfcof 
weap ns ,novanie thing to be done that requitcthftrcngth of armes : which 
fancicifwc)ealdvnio,vvcmayas vvcli;rant tlut al5ul,oran Elephant, ii to 
Jtaue theprihcmit^cnccofftiengthandfuriiiuJeabuuealmcn. Butthenatuit 
cfForntudcisfaireoiheri and, if we heWcuc S,Cftgtr/e^k is to bcmfifor<4 
by thcdifpofition of our mind. The Fortitude, /-<;//>/f .orftrengthof th«»uft, 
is to fubduc their flefti, to contradidl their owne wil , to quench thcddighis 
of this prefent life , to embrace that which is hard in the world.for the rewardi 
eternal , to comiemnc the fmiling countenance of profperitie, to oucrcomt/o 
their hartsthefcarcofaduerfitie. Which words oti\Grr^onr, what doc ihey 
decypher vmovs, but the duiieofa Religious life ? fo that we muflofforce 
confcfle, that true Fortitude is chiefly among them For if we acccuntthcm 
valiant, that fight ftoutly againft other jnen ; we haue much more tcafon, 10 
ycald this commendation to Religious people, who inihe continual wartc, 
wljichihey wage againft this world, oucrcome enemies farre more ftrongio 
nature then ihcy , and facie more in number. 

15. Bcfides thefe Moral vertues , which arc the principal, there beoififnai 

It were branches ofihem, as Patience, a vertue fo noble and wiihol fonccef- 

aric that Religion meeting with fo mauie things as it doth.which are very 

harll)toSenfc,iicannotlong endurewithout it. Itmuftthercfc^renecciratily 

l.auc Patience ; and thedaylic occafions of pra<5tice of it , do much flrcngthen 

and encreafc it. To whichpurpofc J. ^mbroff fpeakingincommenJaiiontf 

" I 'y,*^^^^'^i'^^ Patience did fir ft fa fl«n In 

, ^ ^huhbms by Monaftical cmuti faiion.ind hegrew able to endure anic kindtf 

,.Ub')urandpaynes,bvcuftomcofnK>reftriaobrcruance. 

6. liuteueuebodicwilpeilMMscafily find out, that Religion miifl ha'je 
iaiic,iccihmmahcaqucftion,wi'etherthcrcbcameplareforLihetalltic;U- 
eaulc Kelimoiis people refer uc nothing that thev can bcftow vpnn othcrsj ""J 
ycc trulvcon(,>^crcd, Religion is not without this happinrs. For, av^"/"** 
l4yili,U^ciahtic.asoihcivcrtucs,is to be mcafuicd by ihc difjonticuc-^* 
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oIII?f miode:Whofoeuer isfo difpofed in minde, that he contemnei al world lie 
wealth, tnd is readie , if he had it , to beftow it in laudable vfe$,is to be accoun- 
ted truly liberal jfo that, according to the opinion of the rarhc Philofopher, 
poorc men may »lfo be liberal > and confequcntly Religious people are Co fane 
from winting this vertue , as they are rather to be cftecmed more liberal , then 
anie bodic els. For who can more from their hartcomemnc riches then thry, 
that not only doe not feekc after them oidefire them , but are readie to refufc 
wholemountaines of gold, if they wercofFctcd ? Btfidcs that,thcy haue already 
aflcdal that magnificence and worth , which can be in beftowing the goods of 
this world, when they forfookc al, togeathct with the world; fpecially if k 
fel in their way to doe alfo that , which V. B4/1/ aduifeth , and S, Irdncti put in s BfUl 
praAifc, and ( which is the principal) that which our Sauiour commanded , to ug fZ.c.p. 
H it , if they diltiibuted that , which they had , wholy in rclecf of the poorc. 
For they that lauifli their fubilance in following their pleafures, or fpend it in '*'*"''• '^• 
ftatclic buildings ,or burie it in orchards and gardiu$,arc nor, euen in ^inflotk', ^,ifi ^. 
iuJgcment, to be accounted liberal. Religion therefore wanteth no part in Li- £•''• « i. 
bcralicic,but hath it to the ful,as a fpccial ornament among other graces. 

17. But neither thefe, nor anie other vertue doth feeme lb natural t> Re- *^"'"'''*'^' 
ligion, as Humiiitic For firll , what is Religion but an abfniute renun- 
ciation ofal woidlichon<mr?which renunciation is an adl of Humilitie. Sc- 
c >ndly , the whole pr aclife of Religion confifteth in humbling ourfclucs as 
much as poflibly we can, and in endeauouring to hide ourfclucs from being 
fpolccn or thought of, and ro beratherfubiedl to euery bodic, then to g^e 
DC ore any one, finally nothing is moi'eordinarie,nothing morelabi urcd-foi 
in Religion, then tobcthelcalUndioweft ofal men. And confequcntly the 
commandment of our SMUQU\(Sitii$wnefn the loWt(l place ) is no- where move /i... ,^,,0. 
exaftly fulfilled. The loweft place is, to lay ourfclucs vndcr cucrie one's fcctc,to 
dcptiue ourfclucs of our owne wil , and ofal power of doing anic thing of our- 
felues;fornomancandcfccnd lower, then he that hath left himfelf nothing. 
Wcftt </oTvwf,»hat is , we take vp our reft , in this Uwtfi pUc(\ bccaufc the M umi- 
litic of Religion, is not one adt or two , fuch as fome Secular people ftoop-vnto 
fimc.iimeSjbut it compichendcth our whole life,& is intrinfccally fctled in the 
Slate itfe]f,which we are bound to ftick to, al the day estherof. And befides this 
iiumilitie,which the ftateitfcif doth bring with it, the dayliepraftifecf humble 
ofHces isfo annexed therunto, that we fee people, that arc nobly borne, and 
brought vp,notonly honourably ,but ddiciourty , ^ attended-on beforc,v\'ith 
nmchftate,pcrformc howerly& continually, the feruiIoffices,whifhv. ///(•- s uu^ttrt 
r»mrfomuchcommedethin'P4«/4 & /i«/?of/^/<»w',two noble Ladies,to wit, to fct ^'P- »;• 
vp light's, make fires , fweepthc houfe , Oielbeanesandpeafe, put hcaibs into " 
the pot when it boylcth.coutr the table.feruc beerc,dreftc-oi4i the meate,runnc ". 
hitherand thither: which areal ads ofUnmiliiic , and partly shew vs what 
Humilitie ihe State doth bieede in vs, partly encreafc it dayly more and more. 
iP. And this shalfuffice» for as nuich asconccrncth Vertue. The like may 
I'cfaydofthcguiftsof thellolic-Ghoft. For where is moiepeife^l Wifdomc ^iifJomr. 
t cninRelij'jon , where that light d(;th shine ,v^hich teachcthvs ro value 
cucticthing accordini» to thetruc wt)iih of ii ? that is , to make i;rear account 
'fDiuinc and heaucnlic thiogs, and to fci lightly by carthlietliings : whcrupr n 
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J. jtHP^ujlm hath this faying : The Prophet fayth : The U»mmng •f'WifuUiJ\ I 
fcAftt] tar Lord. Andvvljaiis ihcbeginningofwifcdomc ,buttorcnomie"? I 
! . - woild i bccaufc to be worldly wife, is foolislincs. Where h chatKwr/^wfw I 
nioicf^uick, vvhicli dining into the dcapthofcuciic thing, difcouercthdeiS I 
Iro.n whence they hauc tiicir beginning , by w home they were created 2 1 
beauty is iij then , what benefit they bring voco vs .and how the Authour «* I 
t!icn»iw);;iJc kiiowneby them? "*' I 

1 9. Krt.iv'f./:'f (js t\\t tree in the nifdft of Paradifc, by which we miehifnti> 

d.licrncd good FronKuil)flounfliethHroin this piacc;ncithcr arc we Lrf 
; bi u.'cn to toiK I. It , as then we were , but rather we arc bid to make vff rr' 

. .- f'icra.ncwcnuyrayofCounrel,andFortticudc; whcrofthconcarm«r' I 
i;.ulea.ainlhhc vice<,f head-long railmes , that it may neythercrreno^L' 
the nm'\ •''''^ ''^'' »-^ainft adueifJtie,thatitmay «cioyccandcrium^l,,a 

^o^'. kK.fcacd.chehardnesofonrharc, and melts icwith Ioue,ofGMl 
andw,..N.,.M.om-,andt::cfcareofGodflnui^^^ 

m.7 c.M)hdc,nh.in!cif,or «nhisowneftrcn;th. butas the Wifc^manadnw. 
n,-.hrth , 6r, u' ny /r.< '.' : which h.dcfomc fcarc U pn.ner and intiimfccaita 
,^ KcMy.nn. T.., t..e onlic ciulc (at leaft a chief motiue) why people vndcr- 
ra c .h,, ,of..c .!>,.c ni,-ln , ^Von» the plealmes of r!;c world , to the fvteetyoale 
rJ .rr ; "' l'?''^'' Fcrceaiiingt:icdan;.ers <>fthe world, and themalicecf 

re ^. c 't ;» ; ; 'T ''T "'rf'"'- * o \' ^^ ^''''> ^^^^^ "" '^"^^^ ^^ "^better 
rt y , t/.entoihcJtcrshcmfcIues ,n Religion (as iittle chickens, whenihc 
l'.:c houcr. ouer them } vnder the win;., ofou. Lord , and there to remJr 

i.c.fiiicdiycalle.iby liolie hb,tvf4rftf^jrti:ptnurih. 

J I VVlicrcfore t<, dtawto a conclulion of this point , fcinqtl-fftisfoch 

KM cs.- Sotlijt vpon whomtfocucr the Ctowne Is b.ftov%eJ al ,hc -cmrati 

■P n i . t UbVm '^'f-'^:'"'.r">'["' '•^ '''^'"clf-fan.caa.hc^onfmrh 

■. I i Sh,?! !l '"** r '^^'^' " • " •' '''"'" ''■' ftlf.famcinL 
•'i. a. c^^^^^^ 

>v " to '? ?, 'r'' f'""''" "'^f """' ""onftqucmlybeftowcd 

- i an a wi.sZ'r L ,'""" »''d' he members thctof, and the fo«k 

■ "'"" ■ "'«'"'"" . and .I.C reft , wT.id, I haue ,l,«dy men- 

tioiiCki; 
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iliMied^romeapreflyanddircdtly, others at ]ea(l inuolucdly , gluing him a 
iefirf and affeftion to others fome , with a ful deliberation, and purpofe to 
©urchafe them: though al thefc vertues arc afterwards to bcconfecucd, cn- 
creafcd, and put into a belter forwardnes,by the grace of God and man's ownc 
endeattour concuiring togeather. Which doth cuidently difcouer the grcat- 
nes of this heaucnlic benefit. For if al thefc vertues were to be purchafed 
by our ownc labour and induftrie , to what an exigent should we be brought? 
How much toylc and fwcat of our browes would cuetie one of them colTvs^ 
* they being fo manic in number , and fo hard to compalfe ? But now being 
al iiicludcdinaReli-ious itaic of life, God, that giues*thcftate,giues the ver- 
mes alfo; and whofoeuct takes the State vpon him,muftncccllarilytcccauc 
them togeather with it. 

Horv great the ferfcSiion of d Kchgiotts State u, 
CHAP. X. 

' V P P O S 1 N G this grcatconcourfc of Vertues,whereof a Re- 
ligious ftatc is compacted , asabodic of manic members, (as 
itiaucflicwcd ) it wilnot be hard to comcaurc, or rather it is 

I apparent of itfclf, how great the perfcaion of this manner of life 
. lis. ForVcituebeingtheonlic pctfc<3ion of a nature.thatiscn- 
dued with reafon ,the inftitutc orcourfc of life, wherein al vertues concuric 
in fo eminent a degree, muft needs be moll perfea, moft honourable, an I molt 
glorious, for a reafonable man toliuc in. And this is that, which at this ore- 
lent we wiliake into our conlideration ; chiefly recording the fcntcnccs of ho- 
lic Fathers concerning this point, Icaft following ourownedifcouts, we may 
be ihought to flatter ourfelues , and praife our ownc trade. 

1. S. Dioftyfe ( one ofthe ancient Writers in the Catholic k Church , and 
oFgicaicftauthoritie, next to the holie Scriptures ) called the degree and Or- 
der of a Bifliop , a Peifeaing degree , bccaufc it is ordayned for the pei fcdting 
ufothcrsjandtheftatc of Monks (whereof he deliuercth manic great com- 
mendations) he calleth a ftatc of fuch as arc oerfea. Which our Diuines de- 
claring in other tearmes, fay, that the State of Monks aymeth at their ownc 
pcrfcaion.thcStatcofaBishopatthcpcrfcaingof others.^. Bajil in hjs Ser- 
mons ofthe Inftiiution of a Monkc , hath this difcours : He that hath re- 
nouncc J the world , muft make account , and alwayes beare in minde, 
that he hath ftepped a degree beyond the bounds of humane nature , and 
betaken himfclftoan Inftitute fairc difl'erent from the courfe of the bodie, 
and confequenily vndcrtaken to inrratc the conuerfaiion of Angels : Fosit 
is proper to the nature of Angels to be free from eaithlie tyes, and hauing 
ihcir eyes continually fixed vpon the face of c o d , not to be drawne to 
conteniplatc anie other beautic i This is S. Bsfil's itidgcmcr' of this courfe 
«f iifc , which cls-whcrc he call«th 9. Subliint and txctUent m*nuit #/ 
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5 tii,9 5« ^' "«'•'»< >" ^'^ ^P*^^^ ^° Hcdibia fpeakcth thm t Wilt thoaU 

/f no.' ptrfcft , and ftand in the higheft rank of promotion } Doc that , ^y^L 

•> thcApoaics didi Scl what tliou haft , and giucittofhepoorejindfoiJoif 

•• thy Sauiouc i attend vpon the folc naked CrofTc with finccrc vcftue.yVni 

id.Ef.i. in another of his Epiltlcs to Dttnrtnus : It is the hcighth of an Apofto. 

" Ileal life and pcrfc^ Vcrtue , to fcl al and deale it among the poore \ aod 

*' thus lightncd and diiburdcncd , to fly vp to hcaucn with Chrift j though ia 

" this , cucrie a^^c and cucrie pcifon is left to his free wil and choice. He 

id.F.fn. [-^jjj, . iffi,„f, ^,/f (,e ptrftU ; I doc not force you , I doc not comrmod*' 

" you i I propofc the prize , I slicw the rewards i it is yours to choofc 

" whether you wil be crowned in the lifts and combat. And yet more 

" plainly and copioufly writing to luliaiuis : This I exhort thee wtou 

" if thou wilt be pctfci^ i if thou ayinc at the hcighth of Apoftolical dig, 

" nitic i if taking thy CroII'c ihi>u wilt follow Chrift j if laying hand on 

" tbc plough , thou loi kc not back i if placed in a high place at the fcaft 

" thou contcmnc thy old cloathcs ; and let goe the cloakc of this world' 

" tocfcapcthc^i^yptian Ladic. For Elias making haftc to the hcauenlic kingi! 

" domes , cannot go vp with his cloakc, but Icttcth his vndeane gar. 

" mciit fal to the world , that is vndcanc. Thou wilt fay : This is f t r men of 

" Apoftolical dignitic , and fuch as wil be pcrfcdl. Thou that ait firft in tbc 

" world, why Ihoudft not thou be fiiftinthchoufe-hold of Chrift? And a little 

'* after : If thou giucthyfclftoGod, and pcifc(fl in Apoftolical vertue begin to 

" follow our Sauiour, then thou wilt perceauc, where thou wert, and how in 

the armic of Chrift tiiou holdcft the loweft place. S, llimmt ftilcth the place, 

in which lulidnus then was when he wrote this Epiftle to him, iht U^ifi 

f^4ff , becaufe he wasftilinthe world,amannoteuilandviiious,butagood 

man , and among fccular people , rare for his vertue and pietic , leading 

a (ingle life, and being one, who ( as 5". llitntne writcth of him) mayntay- 

ned whole companies of Monks , vpon the large poftcOions, which God had 

giucn him: And yet hedoih not doubt to rank this man, that wasfo rich in 

good works , with the laft in the armie of Chrift. 

4. S. ^«^«/?in fpcaketh to the fame cffcfl in manic places , but chiefly 
in the Bookc , which he wrote of holic Virginitie , where he fayth thm: 
When the profclfouis of perpetual Continencic , comparing thcmfclues with 
married people, fiial find, that (according to holic Scripture) they that mar- 
tic aicfarrcinfcriourtochemrclues, both inthc labour and in the hiicbclon- 
ging to it; in tlicirdcflic, andin the reward j let them inftantlycaltomind 
that , which is wii;tcn : I he grtsier th-.u 4tt , Imnblt thjftlf tit tmt m *l 
fhmgs. 

. . 5-. .J'^^*"^'' alfo an excellent Epiftle of his extant , where he enlargetli 
himftif ftty much in commendation of this kind of life j and anjong other 
thin :s he fayth , tha: to Icaueal, is a noble rcfolution ■, a mote excellent 
pel lc(^lion, then the only keeping; the Conmundments of God; finaUr 
Uiat they, vvhi)cntcrtaync this Counfcl of Pcifcdtion, to f<l 4I, dnd diflnbtiu 
". """"^ ''^^ l"^''f . to the end that ealing thcii ftuuldcrs of the burthen of 
thi* wfiild , they may be the Occr to take vp tiic fwcct yoak of our 
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^^'ourChrift vpon them , doc it out of a kind of gcncroniicof anoble 

?Mt • and they that arriue not to this perfedlion , arc the more infirmc, 

d^not thought fit for Co glorious an cntcrprifc •, though, if they kecpe the 

Commandments , and vfc their wealth as if they had it: Jiot , ihcy may be 

' / 's Grt'tue particularly vpon thofc words of holie lob : J bjae Jtfpdyrftf, 

' 'l ^,1 M Unitr Uui , ha:h this excellent faying ; There be fome iuft 

'nicn that ayme at hcaueoiic things i yet fo , as not to breake with 

the hopes which they hauc in their carthlie fu^ftance -, they refcruc the ' 

Inheritance'. which God haih giucn them, to fupply their neccflities ; they " 

retavnc the temporal honours and preferments which doc befal themj " 

ihev couet not that which belon -s to others •, they vfc their ownc within ' 

compaflc of luftice and cquitie. There be other iuft men that buckling ' 

chcmfclues to the attainingof the heighth of Pcrftfticn , while they mwardly ' 

avmc at thchi-hcft , forfake al things which are wuhoi.t , they bereaue ' 

thcmfcluesof the things they did pollcflc ; they deiniuc ihemfclues of the 

eloricofwotldlie preferments; they rcfufcthc comfort of al outward thmgsj 

and the nearer ihcy approach in their mind to the inward ioyes, the mere ab- 

folutly doc they kil within thcmfelucs the life of corporal delight. For to 

thcmS- l^itt/addrcflbth his words when hcfiyt^iTon are dud, 4nd your Ufe tt 

bidden vfhb Chnfl m Cod, And Truth itfcif in his ownc words admonisheth 

vs faying : If^nj ^vtl come 4ficr me » let him deny himftif. And agamc : ynlejft 4 

mlnitnpnmtAthiithedotbfof^iif.hecanmtbtmydifcifU. , . . 

t. Oriftn ( an Authour much cftecmcd for his Icarnmg and antiqui- 

lie j fpeakcth thus : If a man haue vowed himfclf to God \ if he entangle 

not himftif in fccular bufineflcs, to the end to plcafe him to whom he hath 

cncaccd himfclf i if he bcfcucrcd and parted from the reft thatliuc carnally, 

and aie rycd to worldlic affayies ; not fccking the things which arc voon 

earth lu'thofc which are in hcauen •, fuch a man is dcfcruedly called ho- 

lie For while a man rcmayneih in worldlic compamc , toUmg vp and 

duvvne in the multitude of vnquict people , not attending to God a- 

lone . nor fcucrcd from the vulgar ; he cannot be holie Thou ther- 

f re that hcavcft ihefc thin-s when the law of Cod is read , to whome 

the Word of God himfclf doth f| eake , faying : Ik hoUt , btc.uje I 

V«r Utd Ojd 4m holie : vndcrftand w.th dikrction what is fayd, 

that thou mayft'bc blelfed , when thou haft performed it. This is that 

which is favd vnto thee ; Departc not only from cuerie other man, but 

cnen from thy brother, that walketh vnquietlv i feurr thyfclf ^^""^^"rihlie 

dealings , from the concupifcenc: of the vvotld > vow thy felf to God , as he 

firll-fallcn caif^ be holie and la- d-afidc for the vfc of the Pr.cfts only 

riuencucr totheir vfe.as the firft- bei,rtten of eue.K Iming creature vf.uef& 

Fct thyfclf apart , as a holie vioI-lalTc, as holie cenfersio bevfcd only m 

the Temple fand attending to the feruicc of God be hol.e aj.d feurred w.thm 

the tcmi'lc of God , as the holic Vcftments of ihf high Pricil. Finally the 

vcidici oiS.l^'rn.rd mult not be forgotten, wher> fptakmg in commcmJa- 

tion of a Religious State, be gmcs it a fingular prehcmm^nce of aSp.r.iua4 



Uh,7 l<(. 
S. Gr,g. 8. 
m«r«i.(.if. 



Luc, <■). Ji." 

Horn. 1 1. in 
Lt¥it. 



J.tuit to. 

»S. 

t.Va 1.1^ 



S VrrMtfwi 



^5i 



OP THE H A P P 1 



'jfo ( fo' fo l« fpMkcch ) excelling at other kind. TThii^^^rrr^ 
«.on i and making d,e profcrtbnrs and loocri ofit like A«ed. tS^"* 
v^nlike ,0 mcnund reformc.h in man the ..nagcof God. cXi^J J« 

8. Moreoucrivcmay vndcrftand the pcrfi-aion of « R.i:™: _ 

IclWc. "'"^ ' " "-pi"" « '" the very top of al Sanftitie. FoVno man ^f'i'"?!! 
tu: that the Apoftles did excel in al Euaneelical «,&^ '"xl.-xAv' 

'■ Vjul fpcikcth , had the /irfl Fruit? of ^SninV r« .u j ,** » ana , it 5, 
^"-'^ of Pc.5,ecoft doth witncj Wh tVon ; VrL^ll''*"^ ' ?' '•« Jf 
'-'■'■''■ fpcakcth thus to Im Brethren = What "sit* *hZs hT,! v'"'"l *"»»« 

„ grace al this i, donne ) what U it . that you We d^h,,;" l^ c*'«* 

ot Child , m hi5 prcfence , dre.v waters in iJJrTI "'.*S«''»»le 

Sauiour, drinking of the fountaine^f life 1? hi ?*^ ''''>!'"'"'' °f«W 

.tc theireyes that^chelj it. Haue not ton ^If„^ ""/•"'"' "S''^- "'* 

•• not in his ptefonce. but in h" bfcnce not 1 I ' 5"".7''« ''« «k«i 

:; vpon the wordofh^smcZ-gcr, f Sayn his vr"""^'"" """'"'• 1^ 

■hey vponfigh, and word of mouth you b,h„in ^A^^'T' ^^* 

Micucd. Behold . how hecompate\raR7lio"" L:;^^^^^^ 

aftofthe Apoftles. and in a manner do'hprXe if bl-' '''"•*''"*' 

I.. 0.1,. that, as our Sauiour fayd , ,/,,, *«3r/A?Z ,.''''"'•'""«"'' 

*. BimirJ . 9- In an other place hedntli vn «.«„ c u • 
/:; ., w,„. this kind of life, no', only w1 I 1 c Auoft j^ L?'' T^! ^I'^^r ""•?"' 
e^ "U the veric A„.^cls. Thcfe ,L hi wo ds • Yo„ r ' *»'' 't' ''"P'"" • •-"<» 
M^ion r '-auc reeeaued ; the fpirit . w WcV is ^ ' Go'd X"""""' T*"' I'"" 
'omi,„<j '"ngs which God hath gitienyou We hl^,, r '^« T"."'"'' ''"<'»■''« 
-iU, ,1.... lencie , wherein the ApoJlles '^^d .hi B t'"^ ''" '''8'" "("«'' 
J'..,.|K-., feed . and I make account ^eetno/"''" ' "'' "" ^"B''' «' 



<"'r»» "*♦-./. , »«„,,„ ,. G,J Y : ''°'"^ S"'i;'"ic faying . that I,. 
. );'>ur ownc dcfc. , . but by the „.„Jr f " '''" '^'"''' X"" »" - "»' '? 
. (^"n; .a.o„ic , Artels vpon cafth of r^)! ,' "r-'?"'^ "^ ^o'" ''"««'' '"^ 

T'"lr " i> a raie k, .d of p^^^p^cc ,!' T '^''jf 'h* Rxfc of Prophetic. 

, ," 'he ApolHc fpcakcth of. r . .„w' Za '"'''"''.• *^''^" " '''« ! thatwhich 
rL/'. Tc'T: ^''''"'""'l^-'"P "Thece ntT w'*'"^''^^ *.'w/Vr*«« 
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4H bth'md', tt ftfttch f ih0fewhich4rehef0reys^ is a ereacpartof Prophccie. For 
how is our ctnmfMtun in htMtn , but by the fpirii ofPcophecie ? For fo the Pro- " 
phetsof-oldwcte, as if they wcrenoi,tmongth^ men of their time , but by " 
foirit and Prophetical commotion ,tranfccndingthe dayes^hcy liued in , they ** 
iidttioycct»fttthtd4y9f$MrL9rd^ theyfdVf it Mtid mre lUd in it, Letvs hcaic *' 
what profeflion the Apoftles were of : BeholJ^rfthdHt leftsl^MnJ hsiiefiUoy^ed " 
i/;W.IritbelawfuItoglorie ,weiiauegloric;but if wcbewife,we wil haue *^''"^f^ 
care , that we haue it with God. For not our mightie hand , but out Lord hath " 
done al thcfe things. He that is powerful hath done great things tovsjfo that ** 
our foule may worthily magnify our Lord. For it is by his great guift, that in " 
fogrcat mcafure we follow that great courfc and pucpofc , in which thofc ** 
great Apoftles did glorie. ThusdothS".Bfrw4r</difcourfcin commendation of '* 
a Religious ftatc,paralcliing it in manie things with thofe three degrees of *• 
Pcrfcdion. Let vs fee how in fomc things hedoth preferre it, which is afaite 
greatcrcommcndation. Perhaps, /4i//l>fcf, if I wil glorie a I fo in this , I shal 
iiotbeynwifeifor I shal fpeakthe truth: There be fome here that haue left " 
moreihenaboat and nets. And what is it, that the Apoftles If// 4/ indeed but " 
tofollow our Sauiour , who was prcfcnt with them ? It is not for mctofay » 
>vhatiti$j we shal with more fafeiie hcare cur Sauiour himfclf fayinj^ : lU- » 
oitfe thoH baflfetne mt , Thmjis , then hsft btliened', Llrffed are they that have mt .. 
(itnt^ dndhdutbtUtued. Pcrhansalfoitis a more excellent kind of Prophccir, .* 
not to attend to anic temporal thing, nor to things that with time doc jcriil), a. 
but to thofc that are fpiritual and Eternal.AndtlietreafureofChaftitic is mere .. 
illuftriousinavcfl'el of earth, and vettue in fome fort more laudable in flcfli >* 
that is fr jile and wcakc. When therefore we findin this bodie of ours an An^c- .► 
iicalconucrfationjnourharta Prophetical expcAation, in both an Api ft©- .. 
lical pcrfcaion, what a malfc of grace is there? Thus fpake 5. Ikrndrtf; and I ,» 
kn(nv not what can be faid more to the honour and commendation of a Reli- 
giomlnftitute, 

!o. But w hat do we ftand heaping togeathcr the praifes of men , when wc 
Iiaucthcverdiiflof Truth it fclffroniGod's ownc mouth? For c*f this Stateour 
Sauiour fpake thofe words: If then wih be per ft ft , »• and ftt 4/ th4f thou haft, 4nd 
(mtfilUwme, Where it is to be confiJcrcd what our Sauiour faid j and to '*'*"'' »y-" 
whomc. He fpake to aman that was not wicked and debauched, but honeft "' 
and crdcrlic ; for he had kept the commandments of God al his life-time he 
l>ad (lone no man no wrong; and our Sauiour beholding him, did louc him. 
Whowould not hauethought that this man was perfed ,feinghe had been 
focarcfuland diligent in fulfilling: the law of God ? and yet our Sauiour tcis 
nim: r/;pfcnvi^fry? settne thing ; a thing fo great and of fo high a ftraine,that the 
"i3n(ihou;:hinuiteJ by our Sauiour ) had a horrourto climbe vp this one 
<l<^t;rec and ftcp. Let vs fee thcrefote in what this Perfedion doth confift,which 
tic man did want i If thou rvilt he petftlf, e^o 4ndfel al. He thercFore that felleth al, 
J'l^tis, iicthatforfakcthalandfollowcihthedoftrine of Chrift , is ina per- 
'^<^tftate:hethathath not doncthis , though he haue done al other things, 
\' ai'teihyet oncthing. Wherefore a Religious life is thehigheft Perfcehon, 
'7 t^onfeflionnot only of learned and holie men , but of our Sauiour himfelf; 
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id f oi as much as conccrncih the pcrfcdion of our ovvne foulcs , there ii uoti 
higher or more eminent State. ^ ^ ,. , /,«,./. 

I i. If we confidcr the nature itfelf of Religion, we flial difcouermorepliinl- , 
tlie fame Prerogaiiue. For firft, Religion is ranked among ihe Euangtlka! 
Counfd$,andisonc ofthe chief of them , or rather the chiefeftand gteaicft 
am )ng tlicm. Which we may gather by the manner of our Sauiour's fptach, 
when he wihjcd the yongman to thiscoutfc , faying : If thou wAi. Fotasthcait 
waspropofcdtothat yongman.foitisnovv propofcd to cucric oncvndfrihf''] 
fame fornK: Ifchcy wil. Now certainly a Counfcl is farrc more cxcellcmthejj 
a i^rcccj't, for manic reafons. Firft in regard ofihc matter, The matter ofap,f. 
ccjic is mf)rc eafic,thc matter of a Counlcl more hard and diflicult , The miticr 
of a Precept isgcoundcd vpon the fame grounds that Nature Icadsvs to.ilu 
nniter of a Counfcl is aboue the ftraine of Nature; The matter cfaPrcceptii 
tlwaycs good , of a Counfcl better; becaufe a CounfelincUidethtljc Prc«|«, 
and addcih fomc-what moreaboueit. Morcouei Precepts be ccmmonioa( 
to the high and to the low, to the wife and to the fimplc ; CounfcJs arcnr^ 
lor al ; yea they arc for thofe only , that wil of t .cir owne accord admit 
them. Precepts oblige people euenagainft ilieir wili Counfels ate free ani 
volimtaric , before a man hath willingly obliged himfclf vnto thcm.Ptc 
cc^ts , if they be kept , deferuc a reward j if they be ncglc6lcd , bring fu- 
nilhnicnt vpon vs •, Counfels , if they be no: vndcrtaken , bring no punift- 
njcnt at al vpon vs i if they be vndetiaken and kept , defcrue a gieat ic- 
ward. 

1 1 . Another thing , by which wc raay difcoucr the perfedion of a Religioui 
State, isthecxcellcncic of the aftions which flow from Religion ; for tlity arc 
notonly abouc the ft rcngth of Nature, but doc fo farre furpafle the bounds 
ihcrof, as that they cannot bcatchicued but by an exiraordinaric abundant 
current of Grace. For to'bridleour fenfts, lo fubicd our fle(h to Chaftitif, 
vticrly to kil our owne wil, to forgoc our frcedomc, to put our necks intoa 
y(^ake of perpetual feruitudc, to cn)brace Poucrtie,io polTcfrc n. thin^jtodic 
thcbafeftofticesinahoufcjtobcrcadie ateuerie beck of another man , and 
aUvaycswholy to depend of another's vAl in aliiiings concerning vs:Thcrc 
and manieothcr things of the fame nature, which arefo inward toaRcligioiu 
lite tliat Religion cannot be without them , arc no leflc repugnant to curcot* 
ruj>ted nature bending wholy to feJf-louc . then it isagainll the nature of a 
nan'sbodic,toflyinthe ayre. For as thchcauincs ofour bodic doih himlet 
that wc cannot fly, fo thchcauincs and corruption ofour mind isoppofit to 
altlicfe things. Wh.-.t theref»)re is a Religious man but a perpetual Mit«ic 
vpon carih,& fo manic Religious men, Co manic Miracles ? whereof >>''"''«J^^ 
alfofpeaketh in this manner: What greater miracle can there be, then fouo 
manic youths, fomanieyong Gentlemen, fo manic others whi mchcetll« 
torcinjincasit wcrcinan open prifm without irons, held only by thcfcarc 
of G<)d,and to continue info great aftlidion of Pcnnance, beyond iherorcccl 

man,lKyond naturc,contrarie to their wonttd cuftome,and biccdinp ? 1 vcny 

^ thlnk,thatvour»fcluesdocfee,Jjow manic miracles we migit quickly fin*^'* 

j| wc would fcarch particularly into cucric man's uaClagc out of itSyfS 



iTilourney tn the defat > that is , his renouncing of the world , his en- 

into the Monafterie , tnd his conuerfaiion while Iw is there. Whac 

*'* feiflion therefore can be greater then the petfc^on of Religion, which is 

IX, Where we may obferuc,that the Perfc^lon of euerie thing is two- Two i\ 
fold For there is a Pcrfc(aion , without which a thing is not perfe^ in his f^.^^' 
owrie nature j as. if a nran want bodic or foulc i whereas if he hauc both ^ *'^"* 
.ihefe he is fayd to be pcrfe<5b , for as much as concerneih the nature of man. 
Thctc is another Perfcdlion , which giucs a kind of grace to a thing ; and 
ifit want it, though in nature itbccomplcat»it is ftii fayd to be impcrfcdi 
as ifa man hauc bodic and foulc, but his bodic be crooked and deformed. 
In IIaC mjinner the pcrfedion of a Chriftian is two- fold; one is as it were 
clTcntial , and confilleth in the ful obfcruance of the Commandments •, and 
this Perfcdion by itfclf alone, is but lame and imperfeft i becaufc it wan- 
i:cth that grace and bcautie, which the keeping of the Counfels may adde 
vnto it , as a degree of farre higher perfeaion ; a petfc<^tion which no ^ ^,.^ 
man , doubtles , catr choofc but loue and defire, if he doe behold ic. For ^^^l^l'^^^ 
goodnes , and bcautie , and order, is naturallyfo forcible, that we cann( t j^.,|r,.j, 
but dclirc it , if wc once caft the eyes ofour miiidc or bodic vpon it; 
ihounK in final things there can be but fmal fliew of it. How forcible 
therefore muft it ncedcs be, when it appearcs in things that arc rare and 
excellent ? For as we doe not only take pleafurc in viewing a gardm ( for 
example ) that is neatly kept , and wel fet-forthand furniflicd ;or ahoufc 
that is wel built and commodious , and fuch other things of greater bulck; 
but in a flower , and an apple , and in anic little thing that is curioufly 
>vrought , and hath anic workmanflrip in it , and finally in whaifoeuer 
wc find anic cxpreflTion of bcautie and handfomnes , and in euetic one o( 
ihcfe things , accordin;^ to the fcueral kinds and natures of them;^Much 
more contentment , doubtles , muft wc necdcs take in anie thing , the 
more complcatc and admirable the peifeaion of the thing is. Wlicreforc 
fcing among al the things of this world , nothing can be better or of 
qrcatcr value, then one's Mindc and Soule ; the uetfed ornament , and 
moft complcat pcif.aion thcrof nmft nccdes be the thing , which of al 
otiiers is moft beautiful and comclic in itfclf , and moll to be ddircd. 
Tor ifa man , that beholds attcntiucly the bcautie of a bodic , be necelTa- 
rily taken with the proportion that is betwixt one member and another, 
and with the conuenicnt temper of the coulour and comulaxion of ic; 
the fame temper , and proportion , and bcautie being in the Mind faire 
more excellent , Ihal it not draw a man to the like contentment and ad- 
miration < And if no man , in whofe power it were to frauK himfclf a 
hodie, would make it lame , impafc^ , and deformed ; what madies is 
if , to choofc a foulc , that is crooked and impcrfea ? In al other things, 
vc defire the bcft , and the moft compleaie. If we be to buy a horfc, 
or to build a houfe , or to make a fute of clothes , or a payre of Hioes, 
\vo Ihould thinke ourfclues fooles , if of pui-pofc wc ftiould choofc the 
^vorll, when wc raitht hauc belter ; and of things that ate wiihii\ 
^ GG 4 vs. 



idi 



or THB HAPPIMIt 



)U\ 


••OI14 


iini 


<tco;ir 



vs, wc<iefitciniloihecthiogstobeexccUcnt;Thcy that ftttdieTSeCrTtoW 
excellent in learning j they thai pradifc their weapon , content thenfeli!! 
with no mcane tkil in it i and in eucriehandic-craft, ihoiiBh in itfd/iJ! 
trade bebafc and feruil, yeteueriebodiedcfircs to doii^aftcr thcbeftajiijoo! 
becaufc Pcrfe^ionjpleafeth incueriething , and eucric bodie doth avoicit jf 
and labour for it. If ihereforc in ihcfe little things , pcrfe^ion doih fomuA 
jjlcafc vs, tlie pcrfe^ion of themind rauft certainly in reafon be farre morepfci, 
ling, as being farre more graceful and admirable, andfpecially the perfe^ 

v\hichveriucandgood life doth workein vs. Wherefore feingiherccannwlJ^ 
found a fubicd more noble then our minde , nor a more noble forme ihtn 
randticic,andthc compound of them both muft confcqucntly necdcsb«ih{ 
rarcH and moft Diuine thatcan be : Religion , which contayncth al ibis muft 
necc rtarily alfo be valued accordingly, and loucd , and embraced , and fourht. 
for byalmcancspofliblc. 

Of the digmtie of a Religious Srate,in regard offhefmtlituit^ 
■which u bath with Godandvcithour Sauiour, 

CHAP. XI. 

I T H E R T O wc haue fpokcn of fo much of the digoltie 
of a Religious life , as comes by tlie Venues and othtrex- 
tiinfecal ornaments which arc in it: Now wcvvilconlidct 
what honour and exccllencie doth accrue vnto it by t .e 
fimiliiude , which it hath with Chrift our Sauiour,aQd 
withGodj which doubtlclfi: is fo great, as greater cannoj 
be vpon earth, And as for t i e fimilitudc which it hatb with 
cur Sauiour Chrift , two tl»ing$ may be briefly confidercd , boihcfi/jcm in 
theinfclucs apparent cnough.Fidl the likcnedc wiiich is bctwixc his n anncr of 
life , and a Religious courlc •, fccondly , the great honour and dignitie, whi(b 
this fimilitude doth bring w iih it. 

». Al ChrilliansjasibcApoftleteHcth vs, rauft imitate ourSauiourjihtit 
profcftion & their verie name doth require it of tliem : Religious people that- 
lore doc aboue al others mrft punthually and moft exactly endcauourvnio 
Jt, framing their ftueral inftituiions, after the manner of life andconutr- 
fationofourB. Sauiour.ai painters draw a pidturc after life. Their poucftiti 
lefembleih his pouertic.who had not whac to leanehis hcadj Their cblftitif, 
hi5chaftitie,who wa^the brightnes of the light Eternal i their obedienceis 
drawne from the deapth of hi^huiTiilitie » w ho was obedient euen vnio M\ 
hnallywhatfocuct Reli^iau* people doc,al their cxercifej^al their endeauow>, 
are conformable ro that patrcrne and example, which was fliewed ihevvoiU 
*» that mynical Hil> which it the humane Nature cf our Sauiour , ouff 
t.-p^>.nc;almfninvcrtucand dignitic , farre higher then the higheft hi! «lo«'» 
^bcrcltof the earth. Whereupon S.Brrwrrffkyth, that incncfgoodvYiI»wi«' 
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ootofaChrlftian refolution haue either exchanged their riches with pouettic, 
or though they had none , haue fet them at naught as if they had had them, 
forVakingal for him, as hcforrooke al for their fakes, doefoUow whercfocucr 
he gocth.Which (>nlic word(ivftf>f/of«rr hfgHth)diQi\\ imply not only imitation, 
buta moftpcrfe(5^expreflion cf him. 

J. This cxprcfTion ismoftofaltobc feen in the CrofTe of Chrift j which 
Cdfimn doth lay before our eyes in liuelie coulours, outof aSpeach , which 
y<»i(/?«i ( a holic Abbot) made in hishcaiing,toa Nouice, when he admitted 
himtoaMonafticalcourfc. For , according as Oy?M» tclateth, hcfaydthus Ccfuin^ ^, 
vnto him i thattlic forfaking of the world » is as it were an image of tlic Cic/lc', «• J*- 
the wh-)lclifc of a Religious man exprcfting ! he manner in whicli our Sauiour 
hung t^'onit. For as he that is crutif)cd , cannot ftirrc his bodie as he lift, 
neither on t he one lldc, nor the otiierjfo the wilofa Religious man is faOned A Rch- 
to the CrolU-jthat is,to a thing tliat is continually paincful and ivkfome to fleOi ^J^^j^^J^"*^" 
ami bloud : Andashe,that hangcth vpon aCroHe, doth neither minde that of Chfrn 
which is before his eyes, nor care for prouiding'forto morrow , nordefireth Crucifycd. 
lands nor poflcflions, but lining in bodie, is dead to al things in thcu.^h, 
and affcdion , and hath his mind wholy fixed vpon that which ftial bcfal 
him in another world \ fo a Religious man is not onlv dead tovicc andcon- 
cupifcencc, but tothlsvcric natural world itfelf, ana to al things in it, and 
his mind and bodie is wholy bent to that place , where eucric moment he 
hopcth toarriuc .and confcqucntly being abfoluily dead to the world , and 
to al the a(f>ion$ and dcfucs thcrof , lie liueth inhira only , who was Ctucifyed 
for him. 

4. This fimilitudewitli Chrift Crucifyed wileafily Icadc vsto the vndcr- 'i*'i<^ ho- 
ftandingofthe honour and dij>nitie , which a Religious man getteth by it. [^,'^|'J ,'|,'' 
The Maicfticof the Eternal God is fo very great , and the digniiic of his |,y jj'/ 
Pcifon fo infinit,tl).it whatfocucr he vniteih tohimfelf , he rayfcth ic withal 
to an infinit degree of honour and worth , and giucih it part of his owne 
bcautic and gloric, by tiic vnion , whichithath with himfelf, how meanc 
ffciicr the thing were before. For what can be more contemptible tl en 
fltlli , u hichis but dirt and filth? and yetfo foonc as it was vniteJ to that 
DiuincfubfincncCjthat yeric dirt was not only worthie ofal veneration, but 
dcTcrucdtobcadorcdasathing Diuine. TheCroffciifelf, which before was (o 
infauKUis, and , as the Apoftlcfpeakcth , a curfe, now fincc the Si nneof 
God hath touched it , is become fo honourable, that Kings and Princes weare 
iiforan ornamentvpon their head?:, \\hich how due it isvnto it , S c/?w^/htv s^^rtirnv^ 
felt in himfelf, when at his death he was not only not afrayd of the Croffc 
which was prepared for him, but bauing long-before titfired it , v. em to it 
uith ioy . andgaue the reafon in th^ wordes; U*tlt^ '^rey/r , dtdkdttd in the 
tjttlte ef r.hrifl , dud ddcrntdwHh hn htmbert^ as with fo nianie nrciinus lewels. 
And whufieucr acknowledgeth aid worfliippeth Chrift for God , muft 
haue the like leucrem eftcemc not only of the Crofle of Chrift , but of 
poucrtlc , and contempt , and obedience , whereby we fubicft ourfclues 
to other men. and ofal the parts and office* of Religious humiiit!c ; for- 
Hy the connexion, whicli they banc w ith out Sauiour , they rcceaucd,as ic 

H H . ivctc^ . 
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re , a ray of his Diuiniiic , which htth exccffiuclf graced andeniiobuj* 
and, as 1 may (ay , in a manner Dcifyed them. Whcrupon S, Bnurdci 
excellently wel ; Bccaufc Poueiiic was noc found in hcaucn , and aboon^ 
on earth , and yet the price of it was not knowne ,thc Sonne of God def 
ded , to make it cfteemcd , by the account which he made of it. An?'*' 
another place : The fwathing-clowtsof our Sauiour arc more honourabl? 
then anic purple-gaimcnt ; and his manger more glorious then the eoId/« 
Chaircs-ot./btc j and his pouertie more rich , then whaifoeuer wealth and 
wor Idlic trcafure. And yet more fignally in one of his Sermons vpon Chrinmiu 
•' day : Our Sauiour , to whomc at the gold and filuer that is doth be- 
long , doth confccratc holic Poucrtic in iiis owne bodie. What can be fa^ 
more to the commendation and honour of Pouertie , and of an humbk 
., hfc, then tliat, by ti.e vnionwith God.it hath receaued akindoffanAi 
tic and confccration ? Which manner of Ibcach I findc alfo thit S, Hinmi 
vfcihinhis cpiftlctoNTf/^orMWKjtclh'nevs ,that now we hauc no rcafon tobc 
.. drawne to louc riches by example ofthe ancient Patriarcks among the Ictvtt 
» fcnig our Sauiour haih fanftifyed the pouertie of his honfe. Faith therefote 
grounded in the example , which wc haue before our eyes , in our Sauionr 
ought in rcafon to moue vs to this cOccmc of it ; fpecially fcine the fme 
. example of our Sauiour not yet adcd , but forcfecn only afarre^of by the 
light of Prophccie, was fo powerful with Moyfcs . that when he mieht liauc 
bccnthoughtto haucbccnof thebJoud-RoyalofiCgypt.hcchoferather af 

Chnfi^rfMier riches , fhtn theMjyptUn trtMfmes, If, I fay, the knowfedoeofCliriJ 
was fo forcible when iic was as yet to come i ought not his example, in rcafon 
be now much more powerful after his coming, when wc behold him as it mit 
pMWfedMMd h4n^mi befne our o^^ and hauing fiUcdthe world with fo manic, 
loclcarc, and fo pregnant examples of al kind of Humilitic? For , aj5.Zr# 
fayth very wcl, rich mcnoughtnotto contcmne the humilitic of Chrift, nor 
noble men be aniamcdof it;for noeaithiiefcliciticcannTe to thatcreatncs: 
ai to thmk fcorncof that, which God in thefliapc of a rtauc did not think 
vnworthicof himfclf. 

5; Thus doih the fimilltudc with Chrift our Sauiour grace and honoora 
Rcl g.ous State But .f dcfccnding to our Nothing, hecoi.ld fo exalt and en. 
noble V, what flialwcth.nkc he doth when he rayfeth vstothelikcncsof 
ha t, winca he is in nanfclf > For ti,crefore did the louer of mankiodelloop 
fl ic IV '"" T,""'' c'^' ftatcthat he mjtjht exalt vs to the (Imilitudeof 
do n^. .""• y^'^f'r '"?'•' ^""^^'^^ ^"'•'''" . '^^^v ^hiscourfc of life 
doci not only make vs hkc to his humiliation , but tc his MaieOici whichif 

en n v! "" '^'^ "^"'"^y ^^ ^''^''^ CKcellencic that c?n bethought 

W^/ r /^/r'l . ''".^ ambitious of it, fayd. / wd ^er-vp,UefUft4rrts, 
h d'cr \J '^^^ V > *'^^ "'^ "°f condemned for dcfJring it . but fordc/Irinz 
i r^. / LV u' "k r' '"'''" '""^""^^ »"^ ^=y * whichhe cught.Ana 
io S. Af r.vch .Wefind mancxcated tothcimagc ofGod.tothc cnJbe/pay 
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imhsite hif Cfeatourj and we are then in the digiiitie, which doth naturally ^ 
belong vnto vs , when the face ofthcDiuincgoodnes doth ,asit were , in a „ 
Jooking-glaffc appcarcin vs. And S. Grtiitit diTcourfing o^thofc wordes of .^ 
^«1»iii»/,W*«w<'///t'*/'r«g*'">»/'C»i/, fayththus: We arcUyd to beofthcpro- „ 
enie of God, not that we are borne of hit nature, but becaufe by his {pirit „ 
Je hath voluntarily begot vs , and as it were created vs againe by adoption-, „ 
tnd confcqucntly the more a man is renewed to the likenes of God by imi- „ 
tatlon , and more liuelie cxpreflfton of i.he image, which he hath receaued, „ 
|hc nearer doth become to his natiuenobilitie. „ 

6. Therefore to be like to God is without exception the greateft digniiie, Rerigiont 
ivhichnrancan attainevntoj let vs then fee how manic andhow cfHcacious people like 
mcanes Religion hath to aduancevs to this likenes. Firft , it rooreih al vice <^'od. 

out of our minde,and al turbulent paflTion', which two are the chicfeft hin- 
drances of the fimilltudc wc fpeakcof, S.Udftl doth reckon this a chief be- , jl'fj/"' 
nefit of a Religious State i and in one of his Sermons difcourfeih thus of it: „'j„' "*^' 
Man being created to the image of God, (lay ned this his digniiie moft mifeia- .> 
bly,when hefuffercd his mlnde to ftoop tofinne and fmncful defircs. But By quiet o* 
fvheras it is natural to God ,alwaics to enioy JP"fc^* peace and tranquilHiic "'inu. 
c^minde, neuer troubled with anie finifter affcdioni whofocuei bringeth " 
himfclf to this quiet , doth doobtlclTe reftore the Ima-c of God ( defaced in " 
him ) to the bcautie which he formerly had, and maketh himfclf like to God: " 
And confcqucntly a Religious courfe of life mu/l needs be wondetfidly ef- '* 
feftual for this purpofc, in regard of the Chaftiiie and Abftinence,which it " 
doth profcflc \ not only clcanfrngva thereby fromal filthie plcafure, but re- " 
forming our wh dc life alfo , and reftrayning our whole behauiour within " 
certain limits, without which the iniegritie of a finglc life cannot be pre- " 
fcrucd, " 

7. To which purpofc alfo 5. Crfgorif bringeth that faying of the Wife-man: Sap.xt. 18. 
To$HtO Lord yiudgtftTVithtranqHiltiht; andfayth thus : Wemuft foecially note, s.Grtg. j. 
that as often as we rcftraine the turbulent motions of our mind by ihovertue nur. ju- 
of mcekncs , wcendeauour to returnc to the likenes of our Creatour. It 

being therefore al the employment in a manner, which Rcligionhaih , to 
alay thcfc paflions, and to teach vs how to compofe ihcm ;. it doth ncccf- 
ftrily follow, that it Icadcs vs withal to the peiicft fimilitude with God , of 
which weare fpeaking. 

8. And yet Religion worketh a man to a hiehcr and more excellent degree 
ofthisfimilitudcwithGodjdiret'^inehimwholytocut-ofhisownc wil, that 

the folc wil of God comes to haue abfolutcpreheminence in hhn in al things, ^"d by 
great and little j info much that he dcfircth nothine, but what God wil i not ^'"jg'^ 
Kfufeth anie thing, but what Goddiflikeih iand'ftands morcoucr fo deeply „ii. 
obIi};ed to God . that it Is not law ful for him to dcfire anie tiling but vv hat God 
*vil iisrue ; which is themoft abfoluic (Imilitudc, which man can pcflTibly hauc 
with God vpon earth. And of it S. litmtrd fpeakcth in this-manncr : The vnitic g. Btrtrnd 
of fpiric, which a man , that hath his hart feated on high , hath wkh God^MFrjurtm 
is iIk pcrfe(5h)n of a wil that profitcth to God-ward, when a man, dotK <^ -*/»»»♦ 
'^x only defire what Cod wil hauc, but is- both, fo aficded in mindc >and ^*** 
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To pcrfca in his fca\on , t'liat he cannoc dclltCMnic thhTT'^T^ . 
Jikc CO God ; but niorcoucr not to be abic to deCtr^ K..; .. *"^» « fo l« 



' wil hauc 
' fame 



3d ; but moreoucr not to be abic to dcfirc biV thaTu^. ^"^ ^ I 
, 15 to be that which God is i vvhofc wil anting ^e^^Je^ 
<?. This great pcrfccfilon , wliich S. Crrw^ frcakcth rf i..M 
gpttcn «nthisiirc,orifihcrcbcanymcancs to ccc it j/jc k '""^'"^^^ t« 
A.n>v.!.cRciij;i«n;whichdoenoton]yrub.L^our iUo^G^^ 
;;;;-• l-„d.,h,,c,nnot be broken. From which 6mme ^^^^ 
3u: Vols. ^^^';" ^"-'^" f ""licude betwixt vs and God For as nothr„ '* ^' "''^ 
tura to God . then to be inin,urable . and fubieA to nll^^^''?''"'^' 
or ahcraiion ; Co the Vowes of Rciii^ion a!... i "^..^'"^ o£ china 

s .... "-'! ,- -n '^ capable of^l^!:^^^:^^^^^^ 
,-,j_ he faith : There is yet a nearer /imihtudc with r Ji k '"''""»« vvJko 

. confining in Vertue'; when a Cle dotlilmc 1^!^ """"" ^^°"^ wH 
. Che ,.catnes of the S.uneraigne Good 'by X '^"l^Zf \r''' ''^''^' 
.the vnchan';cab]nes of his Etcrnit.V U^ V " <>» Vcrtue j md 
which is good. Thofc faaed bo3 \hei:foronhrv^'"^^'r '" '^^ 
them th,s firn.ncs ; which ic . I.:.,^ ' r ""^ ""L'^'^ ^°^^« bring wirb 



them thisfirnmcs _ ,.„^ 

0()d . bniding vs cucn againft our wil 



which is a kind' of cxpremon' o/iLVETe'rl W 
ana force to i;i wili^! 'alZ^^lld^^^^^ ^4^'IZ^ 
ft ancker , which ma? be wafted T/d ll^^!" ^ll ?..i % > '!'« "I 



our Vowes doc cafily ftay vs -"and'^ 'P'"" u"' i ^"^ ^'''^ ^abks of 
noti>lace. butftickLXbiV'co^^^^^^^ ^' ''caued-at , .cgiue 
fclues. y^"^ ^°^> to whomc wc hauc voivcdow 
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l'»w.r ,nd honour, then i^! b^lil^ r" • ^'"' "'""'' '" ^ 'ifc« "' 



in re- 




O P A R 1 I. I C I O V I S T A T I. rJ\ n. Cap, Xf, 



%6t 



are maiftcrs oucr them. Which fubic<5t S. Bnnstd doth handle diuinely in s Brm.ri 
rnic of his Sermons vpon the Canticles in thtfc words: When thou bcginnell/Jr i,.im 
to renew and rcforme thy felf according to tiiat wrc and ancient fimilitude of '"**• 
the Eternal Gcd ( with whetfte tUn n n* irMnfnmtunctt mr ifrdiiow tf (}f4Hf€ 
dnd Miiifiitudt ) amidft the aduerfe and pro(i.cious chances of changci- fjr.t.if. 
bic time .thou wilt rctaync a certain image of Etcinitic, to wit . an .. 
immoucablc and inuiolable euenncJlc of a conllant mindc prayfinc God at .. 
ai times, and confcqucntly cJayming, as it were by right . a kindc of Uatc of c. 
perpetual vnchangeablenes,eucn in the midA of the doubtful cucnts and vn- .. 
doubted dcteds (f this tottering world. For as he is, fo shalt thou be in this « 
worldi neither in aduerhtie fearful, nor dilFoIuic in profpeiitie. Thus, I fay, u 
thiJ noble Creature made to the image and hkenedc of him that n adc hin), « 
doth manitemy receauc againc and lecouec thcancient dc^'^rec of honour, .. 
uhich It had , cftccming it an vnworihic thing , to be conformable to this .. 
prelcnt world, but cndeauouring rather ( according to the dcdrinc of S. 
UhV) to be refortned in ncwnellcof hisibnfc, to that fimihiudc,to wiiich '^'"". '- *• 
lie knoweth he was created i and by this meancs after a ftrange manner tur- " 
iiingthc ftate of thmgs , he compellcth this world, which was made for '* 
Um, to conformc itfelf to him i in regard that al things beginnc lo co- " 
operate vnto him for his good, as acknowledging their Maifter,fi,r whofc «' 
^lu.cethcy werccrcated,as it were, in his ownc natural likeneflc, hauin<; '' 
^pakcn-ofthebafe fliape which he had allumed. So that in my opinion. " 
[ at , u hich the Only-bcgotten fayd of himfclf , may be alfo applycd to al " 
IMS brethren. lovMt, that if he were txMltecifrom the e^r/h , ht xvouiJdr^xv al " 
rw|t /. himftlfi to them , I fay , whomc the Father hath forcknowne and '• '»r- 
prc.dtmated to be conformable to the image of his Sonne, that he may be IL^>». $. n,: 
the hilt-bcgoitcn in manic brethren. And I. if I be exalted frc.m the earth .. 
(I may boldly fay it ) wil draw al things to my felf; for I doc not ( my Cic- «. 
t.iicn ) rashly vfurpe his fpeach , whofc likeneflc I put on. Thus farre 5. .. 

Um.vd. 

II. Wherefore it is ccrtain.ihatthisisthcgrcaicngloricand honour uhich 
nuncannrevnto, tobeinthismanncrhke vntothe Hi^hcftjforitplaceih a 
Soulc ni that pitch of hcighth , that it hath a kind of Soueraigntie ouer al 
creatures, like a little God. But no man «rriueth vnto it, but' he that ( as 
^. /;W.4Ki fpeakcih ) is exalted from thcearth.that is. he that hath feated him- 
ic.Mancabouc the earth and al earthlic things , by ceutcmning and abandon 
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Relfgm PS A kj»d of Martyrdome, 

CHAP. X I Xr 

MONG al the dutycs , which belong to a Chriftijo' 
none if more excellent , none more commended , thti 
Mariyrdonic. And the rcafon is , becaufc both Chiritif 
from which it proctcdeth , is the highcft of al vcrtucsj ao| 
among the workcs of Charitic, Martyrdome isthcgt«uft 
worke. The cuil,alfo,whichwcvndcrp,oc by Martyrdome 
is he grcatcll of cuiIs,to wit, dcathj and the good, with which we parte, i$ ihe 
mod dcfircdof al;^oods,to wit, life. And yet this being fogreatajvorkcajit 
U, if wc coni'j'arc it with a Religious Scatc, we shal find , r.hat as in manic 
thin^sMirtyrJomc goeih beyond Religion , fo in manic things a Rcligiow 
State tot I furpalFc Martyrdome i and be it ncucrfo great. Religion doth par- 
take in great mcafure with it, 

z . M4rt\r{iimt excclleth ,in regard it endurcth farre greater tormentJ ; ja 
the greater the torments are , they muft needcs be the she rtcr , and bringamaa 
tlic Iboncr to his end. /^e%«w therefore euen in this doth , in a manner , md 
:^/4r/'>r</ow J bccaufe, though the paincs be not fo sharp , they areofgreata 
continuance, and laft the longer time. Mdrtytdome is to be preferred in rcgaid 
ithaththcglorieoflayingdowneaman's life, which, as I faidjsthcgreateil 
thing that one can pa.vne for another. I{eUs^f»n, though it haue not thisgloiir, 
it hath the continuance ofa long and holielife,furnin)ed withpleniieofgocd 
works,aduancingamanhij;hly in ihefauour of God , & rewarding him with 
manic degrees of gloricin heauen;fo ihat,if wc aymc at-fpicitual gaincs, uhich 
is the intent of our traucls in the pilgrimage of this life, there isnodoubi,bul 
manieycareswclandholily fpent in /^f/ij;/»M, according to the Rules andoi* 
dcrs of that StatCjWil am >unt to a greater mafTc & encreaic of reward , then one 
onlic a^t of MMtjrdtmtt which ordiparily doth pallcin a moment of time,can 
purchafc vs. 

;. Moreouer , whereas both ihefc kinds of trafficking for the hcauenlie 
kingdomeare doubtlesvery gaincful, and bring a plentiKil relume to thofc 
that dcale in them , Religion notv. ithftanding niuft nccdes be the fifcrwaycf 
trading. For in Maityrtlomc certainly the hazard is very great; and fowcfin^Jt 
thatmanie, who at fiift/ccmcd ilour and courai»ious , fainted at laft m"lt 
fttenief\ilty,whenp«heyc4me to the pufh. In which kind wcr cade of one of 
'i.VAComiui his difciples, whohauingby impcntuniticdrawncaconfciufroni 
S-V4€*miHi^t\m he might put hiiHfelfinto an occafion of Marty tdomc.fd m"ft 
mifcrably.anJ leturningto his monaderic.rcj'ayrtd by Religious difciphncihc 
djim^e, which he had futfcicd by oucr-grccdicdeiiie of ihjt Crowne.H w 
pic'.ifuUv dotlj S. (j^fUn lament manic, who in his time were oucrconicbf- 
lore tlic batiaile , ouerthrowne before the encounter ;.\«<ho, fo fonnc as Pr^' 
c'ainuiou was read , volumirily of ihcmfclucs lanuc to the Maikct-r'*^'' 
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fcodenyChriftjand when the officers delayed them, becaufc night grewon, 
vrgeduil, that their wicked Piotcftation might be picfemly admiiicc? Reli- 
gion on the other fide is not CMtt\ to this d anger , becaufc it is more futabic 
to a man's difpofition \ and there be manic things jn it.wliicbiUy the harshnes 
of the courfe, (o that the hardnes of it is not greatly felt. Martyrdome \s not in 
our power, for neither ought wc kil ourfciucs, nor prouokeoihers tokilys; 
both becaufcit were prefumptlon to doc fo, and becaufe.asS.rfctfw-ijargucth, ^ 
wefliuuldnrouake another to doccuil , which is againft Charitic ; fo that the ,." \'^' ** 
meanes ot meriting by way of M4rfyniome happens fcldome , and is fcarcc 4. i. ^' 
or not at al to be had. Z^^^/on is at hand ] we may this day , if wc wii , em- 
brace it. 

4. Finally , JV''/»/»wisa kindof M^r/^yiowf ; and if we confider the nature Rdioion 
of/{e/i^r««, logcathcr with the fayings of holie Fathers to this purpofc, we akiu\k of 
(\\i\ notfticktoycald it Co much honour. For Hrft S, Gi'(^#r/r writeth thus: ')^'f')'«- 
Thcre be two kinds o( MMrtjrJomt; the one in minde , the other both in minde i^^^^^^ 
and outward worke. Wcmay be Martyrs therefore, though we be not killed hom^l^.i^ 
hy the Avord of another, that (Iriketh vs. To dye by the hand of the Pet fccu' Bhum^. 
tour, is MAtiyrdome in open deed. But to abide reproachful fpeaches, to louc 
thofc that hate vs , is Martyrdome in fecrct thought. And S, ^u^ufim to the 5 ^Jtuu/t 
fame purpofewritcih in this manner: Let vsftriue againft the deadiie allure- /#r. ^jo. dd 
meats of (inne , knowing that Chriftians cannot want daylie MMriyrdomef^ umf, 
cucn in thefc things. ForifChrift be Chaftiiic , Truth , and Iunicc,hc that " 
laycth waytca^:;ainft thefc Vertues,is a perfccutouri and he a Martyr, that '• 
isrcfoluedlomaintaincthcminhimfclf, and defend thennn others. S\) that " 
ill the opinion of ^. ^u^^uflm , inward Martyr dome confiftcth in this , thnt 
as in the Mdrtyrdomt oi i\\q flcfli , when the perfecutour cndcauoureth to take 
Cbrill fromrs by taking away our faith , he is a Martyr that refiftcth , to 
dca:h ■■, fo when the diucl, ( who is our greatcft and crueilcft pcrfcciitoiir) 
hboiircth to take the fame Chrift our Sauiour from our haits , by tfq>n. 
uing vs of other vcrtues, as of Chaftitie , Temperance , Humilitic , and 
the like ; whnfocuer fights for our Sauiour in this kind, and icmaincth 
cunflant in the difficulties of thisconfli(fl,isalfo a Martyr; the one fighting 
a;^ainft the diucl, asitwcre, in perfon \ the other hauing a man for his ad- 
ucffatie. In which rcfped Clim4cus callcih a Religious State , the VfAffgre UimMtut 
•' 4 fpirituAl Martyrdome, And S, Uitrome writeth thus vpon the death of i^'^'f- 4. 
Paula :N.K only the shedding of bloud is to be accounted MArtyrdimt^ but ^; ""'""'« 
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ihc vnfpottcd bchauiour of a dcuout minde, is a daylie Mdrryrdome 
lormcr Crowne is made of rofcs and violets, this of lillics ; wheiupon 
it is written in the Canticles : My beUued it Vfbire dnd ruddie , 'u\ peace volnotar 
and in warre beftowing vpon thofc , that oucrcome, rewards alike. Poucitic 

5. There be other things alfo, which draw this commendation vpon »l<''id "f 
a Religious State; and, if wc belicue S, Rtrndrd , Pouertic is none of the 'J^^'^yf- 
'^aft : for thus he fpeaketh : What is the matter that one and the fame 
proinifeis made to Martyrs, & to thofc that be poore,but that voluntaric Po- ^^"'''*»''' 
"«nic is in vetic deed a kind of Mari)rdott>t ? What is more admirable , or ;^^/^ 't^„^ 
'vliat Mtrtyrdtmtan be more gvicuons, then IQ be hungric inihcmid/lof,?,/.' ' 
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day ink Tare , lo ftaruc for cold in plcntic of coilllc apptrtcl , to be pvoit jj 
the midft of riches , which the world affordeth , the Diuel offcretli , out 
grccdic appetite dcfircth ? Shal not he dcfcrucdly be crowned that fighfeji, \^ 
this nnnncr.rcicain^ the World with hispromifcs/corningthe Encmietvith 
his temptations, and (which is farrc more glorious) triumphing ouerhim 
and cruciJ) ing al itching Concupifccncc? Finally the Kingdomc ofHeaueniJ 
thcrforc promifcd both to Martyrs , and to them that be Poorc : bccaufc it ij 
pur chafed by Poucrtie , but by (ulfcring Martyrdoinc for Cliri(lJtispf«feD,|. 
rccaucdvvitiiout delay. And in another place, comparing the iflcommoditie 
of I'oucrtic and other corporal aufteriiics with Marty rdomc, he f8yih,ih« 
w 'icn out Sauiour icllttU vs,that wc muft hate our life, it is t<> be vndctftocx), 
cither by la>ing it dovvncas a Martyr, or by punishing it, as thofe,tli«bJ 
penitent, d<.e ; And addeth morcouer , that this kind of MartyrdomCjin 
which by fpirit wc niortifyc the deeds of the Flesh , is not in shew fo terrible, 
but in continuance more tioublefomc then that , in which our bodieijltilltd. 
An.l a.aincinanoihct Sermon :Thcrc is a ktndc of Maityrdonie and shed- 
ding of bloud, in the daylic affliction of our bodie. Where alfo he faith agiinc, 
that It is a mik!ci,but a longer kind of Marty rd* me. 

6. Wcmay (Ay the fame of Chaftitici and S. Hfrw^rr/ among the fcucrd 
kinds of Maityrd mc without bluud , rcckoncih Chaflitie prcfeiued/pcciaj. 
Jy in tliciinic of youth. Thcfacriticeof our ownc uil,and the binding of it 
/i> to Rule and tJilicplcafure of other men, that it cannot winiJe itfclfaj it 
lilhtlijis anoihci Marty tdomci which Abbot V,tnibt{ a man of great authoritie 
and fame among the ancient Hermits ) confirmeth in this manner: Foure 
Mon!;s coininijonccto him, al of tliem rare for fomc one vcrtucor other, 
one for rigott)US falling , another for poucrtie , the third for chatitic toward 
iiis nei Jibour ,' he fourth for that he had liucd two and tvventicycarcsvnJer 
ObcJitncc, he flicked not to prefcrrc thislaft bcfi re then) alj bccaufc thcrcft 
hid praCtilcd the verlues which they had, according to their owne mindc; but 
this lall u holy calHng-t f his ownc w il, had made hinifclf a Hauc to the wild 
another man •> and added further, that they that doc fo, arc Mart)rs,ifthfy 
continue in thaicdurfe to the end of ihcir life. And .'>\ .////;<<»4j'/// v.iiiciluf 
S. -f wfowir, that goini; to jtUxAndvu with dtlire of fufieringMartyrdoinf.aDd 
miffing of his purpofc, in regard ih.-MGod had ordained othcrwifc , hcrciw- 
i.cd back to his Monallciic.'ro the daylic Mariyrdomc of his Faith aod Con- 
fciencc,as^ ^1i/>.wAfu.' fpeakcih. 

7. Butbccaufe DIuincs dcliucr , thatuithniu death there is no Maityr- 
dome,we vvil fiicw that Kc'ij^ion wanieth not this pcrfcdtion of Martyrdome 
aifo. Death hcreaucth vs firll of our wealth , our friends ^ and of al mamifr 
ohhings in this world: Rclij,iondothiIiefame;andfo wholy, thatwccanno 
mnreeniov them, then if wc were dead indeed ^ wheie iiis pariicnUrly lObc 
ton(j Icrcd tharwhcn wedycourbodi]iedfath,it iscaffe to bcarcthcwantrf 
al thinos , bccaufc wc ;.,o to a life , where w c shal haueno need of tliein ; but 
Kcr where we hauc need t<f thcfc things, and uherc the prcfence of thnn 
before our eyes doth contintjally mouc vs to ciclirc them , it is farrc morthiri 
tndeny hem to ou.fchies. Secondly our bodie fcclcth paine, if v/cbckiN 
byourci.eimcsiundwhocaiidcnybi^tour mind hath hisforrowcs, and^f" 
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towcsthe more paintful by how much the mind is more noble ) For if it 

hath part with the bodie and the qiicfs thcrcf, bccaufc it is the forme of the 

bodie ', the grief, doubtlcffc, which is within itfclf , muft needs be more 

paincful to it. By Martyrdonie a man dyes to his bodie i.Iij Religion a man 

dyes to himfelf. F( r ( as I haue fficwcJ before ) a Rcli^-irus man can no more 

dee anic thing ofhJmfe!f,(>r for hinjfclf, then if he wcie dead and burieil, bc- 

leaucd both of bodie and foulc. And what h it f;i a man to hatic hisfoulc 

llil in his bodie , if he can h.iuc no vfe of it for anic ends ( f his ownc? 

For neither in Martyrdomc is the foulc killed, but paHeth from i his miferablc 

world to a more happic life; life is not loft by it , but chatigcd for a life 

that is farrc better and m >re pleafant •, fo tiiat if wc lay al ihcfc tilings to- 

geathcr , confirtncl by holie Fahcis, we ihal finde not one Martyidomc 

alone, but manic Maityrdonics inrne Religion: One in Poucrtie, another 

in Chartitie , a third and greatcft ( f al in the pcipciual denial of our owne 

wil; another againc in thcaffli(5lion and fubduing of our flcfli ; and finally 

in the perpetual conflid and conibat , which we hauc with the craftic 

Svfvit ^who laboureth byal poflible meanes to take Chrift frotii oiu' hart. 

This was the fcnfc of Vu{>hnutifa a holic Abbot ( not he of whoujc there is V^fKnutittj, 

often mention in Vun Vatrum , but another <f great fanctltic and aiiftcritic 

ofiifc.) This man in the raigncofO/tfc/^fMM the Htnpcrourbcin'^ apprehended 

by the Prefident of /Egypt, whofc name was ^riAnm^ and threained with 

racks , and Scorpions , and burning frying-pans , and fuch like tortures 

(which the Prehdenr caufcd to be broughr before him ) vnlcffe \^ would 

Sacrifice to the Gods, laughing at them fayd: Doeft thou think , that thy *' 

torments arc fo terrible to me , that to auoydc ihcm I fhal choofc to deny 

the liuing God ? No j but rather know , that the Rules of our Monafteries doc 

contaync manic more grieuous torments then ihcfe be j for wc arc continually 

tryed in manic paincful exercifcs.but onr Sauiour doth ftrengthen vs fo that wc " 

a: c able to bcarc and oucrcomc them alj wherefore he alfo wil now ftrengthen " 

me to oucrcomc thy crueltie. 

7. S /?rr/;4r</ declared the fclf- fame point by a pleafant palfage, which was S.Btrn.tr^ 
thus: Meeting one day , in theteuitoiie of Prince Thtohdlif, a great throng of 
people leading a fellow to thegallowcs, that had been a nctable robber by 
the hi^h- way-fide, ruffled in among them to the thccf, and wouM needs hauc 
him from them, fayingjhc would lung him with his owne hands Prince /V;ec- 
t>-»ld being aducrtifcd of the arriual of the Saint, came running to him, and 
thinking that he knew not what the fellow was, began to repcatc his enor- 
mous CI iines , and to proieft w iih great vchemcncie, that he deferued to dye, 
S,lj:rnatd fmilinganfwcred thus : 1 know al this wcl enough ; and therefore, ^^ 
bccaufc one death is not enough for his manic offences,! wil make him dye ^^ 
nianic deaths. Andfo taking of his irons he lead him to his Monafterie, where - 
hccoming a Monk, and for tiiirtie veares togeathcr (fyi>i^i( as the Apoftle ' 
fi'iaketh ) euerit day , he puniflied himfelf with manic deaths , ui lieu of i>Ctr.t{,}t{ 
that one death, which hcwastofuflVrby thchandof lufticc. * 
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Rcli^iotis fcojfle arc the Vriettds , <r;;^ Children , 4»i 
Sffoufes of God, 

CHAP. XIII. 

\AiKT Bcrndfd in one of his Sermons to his Breth^ren ; diA 
coutfing of a Religious vocation . among other commenditicnt 
tiicrof , to extol the grcatnes of this bcncht , fay th in this manntr. 
He hath not done fo to euerie nation, as tomanifeftnotoiit 
his ludgemcnts vnto ihcm ,bm alfo hisCounfcIs. But ceniiDh 
with vs he hath dealt magnifically, not only admitting vs to be his fcniMB, 
but choofing vs to be his friends. He fayth truly , and with fcrygood 
ground, that God hath dealt magnifically with vs-, becaufc the friendfliipof 
God, doth not only inuolue cxceffiuc profit , but exceeding great honour 
3nddi;4nitie, according to that of the Pi'almc ; I'hy friends ,hCud , 4Hfju^ 
il>9;rcHrci/, rfMf/r'f»ffr/rtOp4h>/Vij »if4r/3i|?/fw*/W</i whcrchccallcsihcmPrinccj, 
whomc God hath exalted to his fricndlliip. 

2 . Out to the end we may vndcrftand how farrc this dignitic reachcth, \i 
wil noibeaniiirctoconfidcr the ground wiiich Anflvdt^xwcs in ihismatttr, 
nho in Moral t!ungs , as farrc as the light of Nature can carrie a man, 
writes folidiy. He therefore fayth , that I riendfliip confills in an cquilitic 
between paitie and panic, fo that if there happen to be great incqualiiic 
betwxitchc parties that arc friends , cither by difference of their difpofiiiow, 
ordifparitic of their fortunes and ftate of life , fiicndfliip muft nccdi fnylc 
betwixt them •, which is the rcafon , why we cannot ( a<! he fayth ) haue 
friendfiiip ncitlicr with Kings nor with God. In tiiat lie fayth , there muft 
be fome ci]ualitic or likcnes betwixt friends , his opinion is not to be r<- 
ictfted ; but he was miftaken in that he faw not how man might be like 
10 God ; and no wonder , becaufc he knew nothing; of the guift cf God, 
which fiipplicth that in man, which is wanting in Nature. We hauc rcafon 
rather to giue earc to our Sauiour telling vs exprellely : H<.vf I V9\l ntt ui 
you fcrudn/s , Our I caI you frtendi ; and to the Apoflic who ftickcth not to 
cal vs , the domiftidyt of did. Wherefore from the ground , which Jrfflitf* 
laycth, wc may more truly conclude, that feing fiicndlliip muH ncccflarily 
begroundedvponancqualitic,fomtthingis put into vs by the hand of God, 
which rayfcth the bafcnes of our nature to fo excellent a likenes withhim, at 
tobccapablcof hisfiicndfliip. Of wi)ich guift thoui;h ai be partaken , that 
hauc the Iiiftifying-Grace of God inherent in theni , yet Religious people 
hauc manic particular rcafons to rcioyce in it aboue others , anJ rcapcniani€ 
lingular comnjoditicsby enioying ic. 

j. And fir(\,thcy hauc that motl excellent fimilitude with God , wh^ 
conliacih in the frccnes, which they enioy ,fiom viceand multipiicitieofat- 
fc^lioiis , and in the conlUncic -nd pcrmanencic of their wil in good, whcrj^ 
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M hauedifcourfed atlarcc before -, and alfo by the fublime difpoftiiofft oftheir 
minde fearing aboucahhings created, and domineering oucrthem by con- 
temning ihcmifinally.not to ici>eatecuetie thing againc. by thcintegiiiic of ^ ^^, 
lheircha(Undcontincntlifc,whcreofihcWifc-manfayih;/Mf«rr«/>/ie« w>.^f»i» '' 
4 mtn nt4r( to Cud , and doubilcs the nearer we coineto the likcnes with God, 
thetriierandmorcpcifcctisour fncndihipwithhimiarjd the cftcasof his 
friendship, more lignal and m<,re abundant m vs.Fot wheras the hrll ^hing y^^.J^ 
infriendlhipis,tomakc things common amonc triends i what is there that ^,,ip. 
Religions people doe not giue vnto God , or what hath God , w hich I c doth 
not impart to them againc ? The Religious giue themrducs , and tliPt fhejr 
fiauc Godonihe other fide beftouesvpon them his };raccs, and his gloric, 
that ishimfeif. As therefore in this ftateof life, there is areal communicatiorr 
of al things betwixt God and thcm.and confequenily true & i^rfca friend fliipj 
fothcy tluthauc notyetatriued to this degree of communicaii(m,iTiay vndcr- 
ftandiWby, that as farrc as they arc rhottofit/o farrc they arc Hioitofthc 
i:cifeaionofthefriendlhIp with God. 

4. Moreoucf.inthisfricndnjiptheie wanteth not Conucrfati n, without t^njnu 
which (as Aiillotlcaftirmcth) nofiicndshipcan hold. I doc riot mcanc fuch 7- "-J* 
external conueifation , as dcj^ends of nearnes of bodic and fenfe , which ^^^^^^^^ 
can not rc.vh the prefencc of God,and things Diuinci but the communicauon-j^^jl^^^^jjlj 
whichwc may hauc by our mindc and fpirit , wherewith we traflkk with God. 
God and his holic Angels , and pciforme that which the Apoftic fayth: 
Oi4f conutyfjihonti inhtAnrn. For v. here is this m re pcrfea-l/.moic frequently, 
& more at cafe perfoimcdthen in Religion, whichofpurpofebarrethal other r/„7,>. j; 
conuerfation ,wholy toattcndtothis? AndGod, who CoytU.flfidtltehns tobe *<>• 
WirA //e/''»i«wo/W»,cannot but conucrfe much more willini;ly with them, I har 
fo ardently deiire his blellld companic,& abfolutly prcfcrrc it before al tliingr 

created. 1 a r 

u W hat honour thcref. re, what pleafure , what cominoditie muflnecer- 
faiily f.-llow of this Conuerfation ? For if we dcfire to comicrfe.with wife 
men , to the end we may learne by their wifdomc •, and v.'ith lich men , that wc 
may |ar:akc of their riches jvpon farrc more folid grounds v/c may hope for a! 
k;;ulof;,ood by conuei ring with God, and in particular, manic hcaucnlie il- 
liilli jtio'ns , manic Avcet communication . and prcfcnt tokens < f his louc 
ti.w.irJs vs ; wiiich cannot but I ring wonderful contentment to our foulcs, 
and nuke vsfeelc within ourfelues that , which in the Book of Wifdomeis s^p S.tc. 
fpokcn of the vvifdome which wc avcfpcaking of: His comrfrfdtion Uihno ^ Btrn4tJf, 
br:(nin,atid his commtrctm nl^imnti , hut loyamif^Udnet.WUcrtfortS. Dttnard fnm. J* 
ha !r/c3t rcafon to make the conrpaiilon, which hedoth,b5twixttheRcli- ^"/r. 
i^ious and Secular peoj-lc, faying , that Rcrigiou<; people be ofthc houfc-hold 
ofGod,SccularpeopIe,andthcytl>at arc uood among them, belong indeedc 
to his Armic , but further off; and addcth: Hippie are you that hauc hern 
lh( u.;ht worthio to be of his 1 onfchold , to whomc ihc Apoftle fpeakcth- 
w hen he fayth : M. rfpudte not (Ixanf^tf^tfid forrtntM , l/itn cm drt CitiT^ns Wuh the 
^'>int',anddoint(}hJisofGod. It is therefore a-maitcr of great' confetjuence robe 
tJicfricndofGod,,atul tx> ccnurifc fjmiliarly wit4i him, and a- place of great' 
huuoutand.di initie.and aifo of exceeding great cominodiii«i 

tl » d. But 
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^. But yet I h.s caguc, which i\ betwixt a Rdio/ous nii^TIiTTT^ 
: my conceit oU higher mainc then fncndlhi.),and deferues a mn^^^^^ 
na.nc claiming a k.nde of kindred andncaJe proninquitie ^tk U' *^*^fe 
fl d.d faync of.„ine owne head . it would fau^^ur^oFridc a„d „^r' '^^^ 
for mc ton,y .t ; but feing «>ur Sauiour hath Co extne/ly caf> itvnon "?P*^ 
both foc.hlh not to entertainc it . and wicked nui to belicuc tT/? ''» "^«« 
ignorantof (he anfu'cr, which he made to the man that bro;,«^^^T'"'*«'^ 
that h,s^^nhcrandh,sbrethrenwerclhndi^^without H, A 

/Uteoriiredaththisfayi^gmoiipropcryate^^^^^^^^^ 

vJ;crepeopIefulliI the wiikcd/not in oK^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^i^d arc bound to the wil of God as duCtW as thrv ,^^1^ 7 '««!«: alwaye, 

which they vowtokeepeperpetui;^^^^^^^^^^^ 

a^fo, which S. P.«/citeUut of the a^ncien Pro^^^^^^^ 

Gocoutofthemidftofthem,andberena;LeErhl^^^ r^^^^^^ 

I-ibeafath.rtoyouA'yo;n.lbeTw;^^^^ 

Ahn.ghiic. Keli^ious people thciforcLuin<rnr?f.?Tu /*'''' °'^''^o^<i 

rcdoutofthcM.idftoflhc^vvo dnJ3 
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tl.ci I,i5 Sp^ufcs ; which I k™ ..V no- 'vhctfci 1 Y • """•" ^ '"'"'''« 
<"tai„ly it is „o„t t..'bc a n,ol LI t- 4 r >' ''^ " " » """■"1. 1»" 

wiic,S-.^.,.,,;„„„ibutcHuKa oToC ?^^ 

dis'micin.hc CI urch vet hcvaJn i^ '"1* " '"'s''" Place cf lionout and 

-«.rdon,,,co„ti„t;ci;!ro?G te :s:tef.^ 

withhbcralitie.butwhatfoetirr " , '^" "7^5V"^^^ ^'''"^^^^ ^o bcoucrcome 

^•'ings of Jike niture wKh ;> c 'cnc^^^^^^ 7 ^" Y'' ' ^'' ''''^'^'^ " ^"^" '" 

'"FolMonsto.hcm tl.. neX'^Vcm '' r' TZT^ ' hundred-fold 

IcauefatherandmothcrhecS^^ 

« much louc and charit cS. ,'" °^'^^*^'"' "•''' ^ ''""^^^^^ »''»« 

hcrcpayethinlikck c 1^;^^^^^^^^^ 

vouchfafetluhenumore uni. 'f?^ ""'''^'R^ for his louc, and 

?''ic..hcrc is anutl "Sn r"" ""'t ^T^'^^' Th.ughbcfides Cha- 

lorawnattia^ctyctin, a'^n Kv^> *^'"^ 

«^'iiJcanneucrbcbfokc.ord^(?' I ' ^"'f'»"cVow in Religion, that 

oi^c. or dMb.uc., by an.e humane power. Sothar Icokc 

what 



%vhit force the words ( / u{t thee ) hauc in carnal marriage , the farno force 
that word (lytw) hath in our fpiritual marriage with God : and when it is 
oncevtfcred , it draweth vponvs fjfiime, and llroug » and perpetual a tyc, 
that no humane power (as I fayd) carfree v$of«. The difference is th.ic il»c 
firft bindeth vs to man, the fceond to G\)d ; where we may ea/ily fee the infinit 
difparitic, which isboth of dignitie and coiitcn.mcnt betwixt ihcone and the 
other; yet they agree in this, that as man and wife are both of them equally 
obliged by mairia.;e,fothc Vowes of Religion tying vstoGod , doc tyc alio 
Godtovsifuch is his infinite loue towards vs. What therforc can we dclire 
more? They agree alfo in that, 4s the wife hdih mt powtr vtttr her oyfne bodit^ but 
the Imhdnd (aithcApoftlcfpeaketh) fo Religious people haue no powci nei- 
ther oucrbodie nor minde; becaurcfpiiitual marriage doth equally giue both 
toGod, and indeedthe mind ratherthcn ihcbodic, or at leaft principally the 
mindifothat Chrift ourSauiour hath ful title , and right, and pot\crou:r 
both, eftablisrticd vpon him. 

8. Morcouer as in carnal mamages the Bride leaues her father's houfc , h:r 
parents, and kinsfolk, and brethren , and ai her friends which she had at 
home, and gocihtohowfc with her husband •, foReligious people foifakcal 
iheir kindred , their parents, and al with whome they were bred and acquain- 
ted before, to goc tohowfcwithChiift, and be incorporated in his faniilic. 
And they forfake them more , then any wife is wont to doe ; bccaufc thry 
parte from them not in bodilieprefcncconly, but withdraw their mind and 
ilicaion from them, and barrcal communication w/th them. Vpon which 
point S Bcr/iirr/hath a pleafant difcourfc ( as his manner is in al r.ther t!.in -s ) 
in one ofhis Sermons vpon the Canticles, where hauing shewed how like a 
Religious Soule is to the Eternal Word of God, hegoeth on in tins manner: 
l:ointhisdcgrecshc,thatisasI haue faid, dares now think of mariia-c< and 
Nvny ih;)uld sl»c not, beholding hcrfelf therefore marriageable, bccaufc she 
i.hkc : Highnes doth not fright her , feing likenes doth equal her. I.oiie 
ma.;cs the agreement, and her ProfelTion weds her. The forme of Ptofc/Tion 
Js this : IhAuefvPorae, and nfolued to k^eep tU inducements ofthj inflice. The Apoillcs 
bliou in;; this forme faid: Uehold.we htitthfial.^ndlijllowedther.TVhaiibmfore 
iM^vf //4«f ? That which was fpoken of carnal marriage, but reprefcnted by 
the fjintual wedding of the Church with Chrift , foundeih to thefame cllea. 
iiJtielore thai 4 mAn for(,xk^' hU father and mother^ and cleaut to his Wife . and 
ipsU be nvo in enejlesh. Wherefore when you feea Soule forfakc al, and 
C'ca-jc to the Eternal Word with al her defirc, when you fee her hue accor- 
*^'nR to the Word , rule herfcif by the Word, and conceaue of the VVord,that 
jvhich she may bring forth for the Word-, a foule that mayfay rTowir./o W/i 
w/ /\f S 7'i anditdye,^aint\ make account she is a wife, married tothe Word, 
I tacliait of her huftjand confideih in her, knowing her to be faithful, be- 
I "uicshehathfetalthingsatnaught in comparifonofhim,and cftccmcth al 
! "iingsasdung, that she may gaine him.Thus S. Betnatd, 
^ 9' Somebodieperhapswilaske, where be thechildren of this marriage? 
, ;"^7«enot wanting ibecaufcnothingthat is good and delightful should be 

''''umg m It. S.Bfrrt^,,/ini:,cplacebeforeallcagcdfayth, that in this r^^^ 
I *^^"nariiagc there be two kinds of bringing-forihofchildcen.&iwofortsof 
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children, dift'crcni>utnoccotttrarie»toonc an other, to wit, whenthcfeblijt 
fed Motlefs either by preaching bring-forth foulcs , or in meditaclon briL 
furthfpiritualconcciis.Ofthefirllkind of children S, -P-w/ fpeakcih in iCj 
w.'idi) i>/> hftlt chtldnn , rviih rvhome dgdiueUm in Uhtut, nl Chnfl i»/i^^ 
in Ten. Of the fccondhc fayth i vffhtthtrwefujl'tr nctfft •[ mind,ttG%i,ii^ 
coinj-aring them both cogcaiher^. Btrnstd faylh thus :Thc mindisothciwift 
diTpofcd.u hcnitdoihfruclifictothcWotd and ociiervvife when itdothcnioy 
the Word.T, ere thcneceflitic of others doth calvpon itihcerthcfwcctoeiij 
ilic VV. rJ Jo:h inuiteit : And certainly fuch a Mother isioyfulin ihcehildrc* 
which nubringcth, but much more ioyful in the armcs of her Spoufccmfcri! 
cini;!icr,deaveare the pledges of children, but kidcs doe niore delight.hb 
good t.> fauc manic J but tofuftcrcxccirc, and to be wuh the VVord>iinjc« 
ilclij^hiful, 

I-. This is tlic true and real marriage ofa Soulo v\ n\\ the Eternal Corf, 
V hcuiuifit idiotic, as S. ./^^'if» anciently did, it shal not be vnwife-jbcfiofe 
(he is bctroatlicd to him , vpon whom the A^igels wayiej by vvhofeloiic arj 
cmbi ai iai's, puiitic i< not loft , but doubled \ from him flie receauesating ani 
inincc.icic.vck, and by his-vermilion-bloud her chceUsarc dycdred.Gfiii« 
liapj)iiics & jcipctuitieufthisMarriagc,0/« ilic Prophet rpcakethexccllcn;lj 
uci i) thcfcvvi vds: I wilefpoufc thee tome for cuci-,andl wilcfpourethfcto 
ii»c ill iufticc , an. I iudgcment, and in mcrcic, and commifcra.ion, and I wilet 
p.nifctlicc to mcin fayth,and thou shalt know that 1 am thy Lord.lt is gtou> 
c'cJ(a>hcra)iIi) infavth,notin flelh andbloudi foritisnot contracted with 
man,bui w:th that infinitMaicftic; whom we C(mc to embrace, not witbihe 
amies oFour bodie, but by fticuhing fouh the armcs of our fou!c,byihe 
finncwcsof fajth. 

II. Dut what confii!eraii( n can be more delightful then that, wfierascj?- 
nalmaniagcccakth whcnwc ca(l-oft his ficHi by death , thcheaucnliccfpcih 
f.ils (as the Prophet callesthcm )arc eucilaftingi they beginnehcrroneanh, 
b-:tarcperfcdcd and confAwnniatcd in hcaucn \ and arc tolall aslongaj our 
IJi ilic ;roinc and wcdoc line, whicliisfor al cternitic. Finally (.fihcdiL,niiiecl 
this marriages. Rtrnard in another Scrtnon b ;th truly and eloquent!/ fj)ca* 
Iccth thus : I low hapncth it, 6 Soulcof nun » how hapncth it to thee } Frotn 
whence comes thiiint{linuhlej;loric vponthcc, that thou shouklft dcfc'iM 
tol'c thcBiidctohim , v\Iicin tiic Au^tlsdclirc tobcholJ? Whence comes it 
that hcshouMbcthy Bii!ei,r()mc,vvhc>rt bcautie the funnel the moonc*t}n»> 
r.-,at w h(^re bee k al t hin^s ate c iianj^e*' > What wilt tlioii render ta our Lort'/of 
al t' at vvhich hthaili bellowed vpon thcc, that thou shouldft be his compi- 
nion at board, his companion in his kingdomc, finally his c» mpanionintec"; 
thatriK KingshouldbiingtlKc into hischambcrrLouke what thrunilihtff- 
arterthink ofthy God ,loukewhatihounia)ft prcfumcorhisMaiellielCoD* 
(id(v what acmes ofcha\itic thou wilticnd him in the mfanctime,toIoutl'i« 
a-ainf^andcinbracf him,n hohaih valued thee at Co hi;.h acate, ycav>hohitH 
ipadtihfc to b^rof fohi^h a. value, Fot he made thee a.^ainc outofhis^'^^f' 
whc-ifi»rthcchcllcptvponthcCrolie,3ndtoihatendentntayncdtlitll«*P<*'^ 
•itath. Kor.ihrr.hccamcfooih from his FaiJicr, and left the Synagogue lm"><^ 
rhtr,that thoucicauingto hinj^iichtjft be one fuk it with liiui..T.hou,tlic««*<' 




and forgoe thy cuilcuftomcs. Thus fpcakcth S.Brrw^rf/ in this point. In which ' 
if we may glue himcrcdit,fo grauc a man as he is,and writing fo aduifedly as jjc ' 
doth, what life can be more honourable.or i^i regard of plcafure more de/ircful, 
then Religion? For in cuerie ordinarie marriage it is generally the cuftonie and 
alfonecenaric, that man and wife partake of one an-others condition, ftate, 
and g )od$, infomuch that if a Prince , or a King, take a woman of meanc 
cftatc to his wife, ihe hath part with him,both of his wealth , and of hiscom- 
niand, becaufe as by marriage they are alone , fo whatfocuer they haue , muft 
needs be common betwixt them. And ihcfelf-samc hapncth in our fpiritual 
marriage with God,and is fo much ihc more pctfcftly pertormed,by ho w much 

the ji;oodnes of God i/mfinitly greater, and hii louc towards mankind infinitir 
more ardent and vehement. 

Keltgiouj people are the TcMples of God, mregardthcjarc 
cooperated to hu honotir. 

CHAP. XIV, 

iNOTHER degrccofdigniticaccrueth to Religious ;-co;>lc 
^ by ConCcctation.Adignitie certainly farre hi her ilitnal iui- 
• mane honour , and railing vs to a kind < f partiLipaiiui of 
•j Diuiniiie itfelf, asniuch as humane Irayltie is t a,ublc of I r 
r as al honour,wotship and rcuerence is due to the Diuioc Na- 
^turc, by reafon of the fupereminent extcllencic and worth 
which is in h;ro when a thing is once dedicated to God,the veiie rclatio whicii 
it hath to him.puts a new kind of worth into ir,and euerie one takes it cucr af- 
ter to be worthie of particular refped and rcucrccc, as a thing fcuetcd fmrn the 
ranckandnubecofothcrthngs, which othcrwifc arc of the fame nature with 
it. And this is that which Religion doth,by dedicating & confecratinp to God 
tliofc that vndertake ihaccourfe. For fo the Gloried" Schoolc-diuinitic , S 
Thimjs 6c the Thomifls^ dcliuer, when difputing the nature ofa folcmneVuw 
they fay it confifts in Confccraiion,which leaueth fuch a print in the foulc , of 
relation to God, that it can ncucr be blotted-out or razed by anic mranes. And 
itinaybec6firmedoutofS.^w^w/?/>i,whoexpoiindingoneofthePfalmcs fayth 
CNprdlvjihat by force of the vowcs of Rcligio wc arc madeTcples of God. A nd 
•^.'{4/i/fiyth,that whofocuerrenounccththc world, is made as it wetca vcilel 
for the feruice of God , and confcquently n)uft beware he be not polluted by 
<infulvfe, but carefully preferuehimfelf as a thitig dedicated to Goil, load defi- 
ling his bodic againe. which he hath confccrated to God,in the ot;<ftnarie ferui- 
ccs of this lifcjhe be guiltie of facriledgc.Bchold, s .B4/17 accouicth it Sacrdcdge, 
•>ot only if aman, that is once cofecrated toGod, pollute himfclf by finnc, but if 
fcc rc:urnc to prophane,or,as he fpeaUt l»,to cOmon and ord/naric coucrfation. 
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2. S. /iowrt/idifcoutfcih to the fame effc<St » applying the wholeCmS, 
j.icv tihccicaicationcfaChurch.tothcconfccracion ofa Religious nunj 
Goil.Toc foUmnicicof tlus day (Jcaily bcloued Bicihrcnjisyoursjyonriiirhi, 
ro!emniiic,youatcthey that arc dedicated to God j he hathchofeninj/'f. 
IcftcJ you foi iiis owne.How good an exchange haue you made(my bcloued) 
of wliatfocucryou might hauccnioyedin tlie world, fincenovv byforfiltjnj 
al.ycu liaucdciciucd to be his, who is Aurhour of the world-, and to haw 
him for your poflcflion , wlio is doublles the portion and inheritance of hiu 
And Co he ;.',oetIi-on applying , as 1 faid , to Religious people the whole cere 
niouic, w hich i? vfcd in conlccratini; Churches , w herein ( as he fayth ) dicfe 
fiuc things concurre : Afpeifion ,Infcription, Inundion, Illuminauon,an(i 
Bcr.cdi<ftion , al which is neifovmcd in a Rclij^ious ftate. ^Afftifm i$ the 
%vashingavv^ayofourfinncsDyConfcfnon , byriuers oftcares, bythcfweat 
of junnaiKc, Infcription made not in fbone, but in aflics, fignifyeth the Law 
winch Cluiil ilicrruc Billiop and Partour ofourfoules writeth withhiifio. 
ga:,noi in tables of flonCjbut in the new liait whichhcgiues,a hart humble 
and contiite. I'uUion is tlic plcntic of grace, which is giuen to the end to 
Jiiakc i>ii yoAf^yo.-frtm the fdCf ol'lheoyU. illumination is the abundance of gcoJ 
wcrki, which proceed from Religion, and fliine before men, flw tbiymi) 
'■Jonf^ihd.caiichiiel-^iher^ and hauc before their eyes whatihcy may imiutr. 
rinally V>:nt(t.Utcn ( which is the conclufivin ofthewholeCcrcmonic) is as it 
V. c[caii;ucan(irca!cofctcrn3lgIotic, fulfilling the iraccofour Sandificj* 
u ) i, a;,d biiii.;injj a mofl ample reward of al the good works which wchm 
doiiC. 

;. Scing therefore the Confccration of a church built of lime and flonf, 
doth fo liucly rcprcfcnt vnto vs the Confccration ofa Relij^ious foule to Qoi^ 
from tlie fame mnilitude of a material church we may take a fcantling oftlic 
dignitic ofa foule that is in that happieftate. We fee what d iffercnce there i$ 
betwixt the houfc of God dedicated to his vfc, and an ordinaiic houfcwhich 
is for the dwelling of men. If we regard tlie material, they are rhc fame /a 
both', ftones, and mortec, and timber alike: But tlic vfc of them is farre dif- 
ferent. For in our ordlnatie dwelling, we cate, and diink, and (kept, and 
play, and worke, and bring-in our horfes and cattle for ourvfe,and wcdoc 
thtfc things lawfully, andilierc is no indeccncicin it :butifwedoeanicof 
ihefc things in a Church confccratedtoGod, itis anirreuerence to the place, 
and a finnc. The fame we may fay ofa Chalice that is hallowed; for not only 
ituccaftdirtvponir, but ifwcdrinkinitattable,it isagrcarofTcncciandfo 
wc find, that the King of Babylon, after he had vfed the vellcl of the Tcm| IcoC 
1 1 crufaicuiat his board, within few howcrs loflboih his kingdomcandlifcj 
fo -reaiis thefanftiticofthcfe things; and people doe vfualJy makcnooihtr 
account, but that there is fomcthing in thcn),f:r which wc ought not to vfc 
or handle them without rcucrcncc and veneration. As therefore bciv.ixtthe 
houfc (TGod and other houfcs , and betwixt a confccrated Chalice and other 
tups there n fo maiiwr a difference in the cllecmc of them : fo a foule thatij 
confecratcd to God, doth farre excel the foule ofa fecular Lay-man inranck 
and di ;nitic. And we hauc ^o much the more rcafon to think and fay To, 
bccauic tiicfe nuitcrial thin- s biing voyd of fcnfc and rcafon,arc not capablcof 
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tnic inward fandlitie by Confccration ; but though wc fay that the wallc$,and 
ihcvcftcmcnts , and the vclTcls be holic , and wc reuereiice them is fuch , yet al 
thisliolincsisbutoutward; inwardly ihcy arc nothing altered : But thcfoulc 
rfmap, is the proper fcatcof fan^itie, and confequcntly by Confccration it is 
inwardly adorned, and perfcfted, and drawne to a higher degree of dfgnitie, 
and nearer to God. What beauiic therefore and grace muft there needs be in 
that foule , which thus inwardly changed putteth oflP, as I may fay , al mortal 
hue andiscloathed withakind ofDiuinitic? whargoldorprctious flonecan 
bccompared vnto it ? or what funnedidcuet shine fo bright at nooneday, if 
nre had eyes to behold this wonderful dignitic ©fours, & of others that follow 
ihcfamecourfe. 

^, And thisdi.^nitleisthcgreatcr, in regard that as a temple madcofftone God par- 
jithercforc called the houfc of God,bccaufcihcinfiniiMaicAic of God,which V'"/!',l''^ 
jscuerywherCjdothiparticularlymanifcftitfelfinfuch a place, and as it were Uciipmu" 
left in that houfc :fo in thefcfpiritual temples, built,noi Wythe workmandiip ioulcs. 
of man,but by the hand ofGod, when they are onco confccrated vnto him , iie 
d;uh willingly re(l , and particularly shew his goodnes in them. W hich S,Vdnl 
witnclTcth in thcfc words : Tuu dtttbt temple pf the Itam^Ced. at Gidf^ytlr^ Rrcdufe ^ c»r.€.t^. 
J Wil (iwel vtihtnt , stilt yxui/^^eamong^ them , dnJbt iheir God Aild Qod himfelf dc- . »,- |^ 
dared it to be fo in that fa n HisTemplc of y.i/owi»#«,when after tl*« confccration, 
as wc readc, fo foone as the Priclls came out of tfte Sanftuarie, where they 
had fct downc the Arke, acL»wd coming downc from heauen , filled the 
whole houfc , in fo much t!iat the Priefls could not (land to doe the office ; for 
as holic Scripture fpcakcih, I' l)t florte oj qht LtrJ (fad filleJ thehottfc of tur Lord, 
And Salomon out of his wifdome vivdcrflood it wel enough ; for prefently he 
brake into tlicfc words for very ioy •, Out Lord h*thf4>iJf tU^t he wuUl ehvA in d 
(Ifwd. Which is the fame, which paffcth in a foule that hath voluntarily and 
Ic 'ally confccrated itfclfto God ; for God doth fil our foules alfo with his pre- 
ftnce , and with his glorie ; and not in a clowd , that may hinder vt in our dutic 
towards him, by the thicknes andobfcuritieof it ; but rather in a clear light 
both delightingand helping vs info greata work. And confcquenily what- 
f.icuer belongcth to a confccrated temple, muft much more belong to a Reli- j„''ii//(JJ, 
ginuj foule ; to wir,that the An ;cls dwcl the more willingly about it , by reafoo ..^is, 
ofthefanfhticofit; that the prayers of fuel) a foule arc the more acceptable to 
God, in regard they comefrom a holic place; and the goodnes of God inha- 
Hiin^init,muftiieeds fil it with abundance of ai kind ofblcflings, nolellc 4»f..^,|TV 
thcnthcAr' camongthcChildrenoflfracI;andfinalIyal thcthoughts, and 
aftions andendeanoursoffurha foule, retayning the natural fauoui(-f the 
footcffom which they grow , muft needs be the more welcome to God by rca- 
fon of this confccration , and morcgratious in his fight. To conclude ,4$ in the 
temple of God wcoffcr Sacrifice, a* in aplace properly ordaynedfor that nur- 
pofcjfoa Religious foulcdoth day ly offer to God facrificcs without' numocr, ^' ^•- 
'jU(leandprayicofGod,inflamcdadhofChariiie,ofihanks-giuing offorrow 
^'^^^urCinncs , dcomwthdft dttt! affiiUtil fpnit,2nd manic holicdefires and pur- 
\>^'ffi,y\h\chzxtibtfp>rnMd\(dmjt(^tsdHtptAblfinthtji^yofGtU^ which ^\Teitr '-^'^ *•<»■ 
♦vhhcih vsalwayesio offer, 
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Rel^^ious people are a continual Sacrifice , w regard 
of the oblation -which they make 
of themjdues, 

C H A p. XV. 

Y that , which hath been fayd , wc fee how Rch'glouiMopfc «i I 
ctuly thcTcmplcs ofGod ; nowlct vs confiderin brief, how ihtt I 
aire alfo truly a Sacrifice i for the Sacrifice doubtlcs is mote holj I 
and more excellent then the Temple, fcingTeiDplesarcnotcii. I 

'iccraied but for Sacrifices. Wlicreof S. Grtgom fneakcth ihuj J 

WYtjerour/Juestn S4cnj,ce toGod , vchcn We dedicate nnr life to hii diumtfttumA 
aiulapplycth to this purpofe that which iscomminded in Unit'cui , that the I 
pits ot tncVi<rtimcbecutin pceccs, and fo burnt by firciwhich,athcM 
IS peil(.iined,w;ienvveofrcr the works of our life diainguiniedintofcuoil 
yciiucs And W^/c/f«//j.agraucDiuinc, doth not only catit a Sacrifice, butt 
ixx^h and excellent Sacrifice , when a man , as he fpeakcth , confcciatcthahh* 
aCfionsoMiisinmdanJbodiecuerlaainqlytoGod , by entring intoRcHeion. ' 
A.uhcnamly.iFitbca Sacrifice to o#er anic thing that wchauc, to God; 
uJiat qticaion can there be but that to offer ourfeJues , is truly a Sacrifice? i 
ti>ccI;cnccwhcrc(-fconfiftcihinthepeifcaoblationcfouircIucs,fpcdiliyiB 
lucli an oblation, as is not afterwards in our power to recal. Forasinthc 
ancient Saculiccsthc Hofte was killed , and could rcturne to lifcnomcrc:fo 
iiicguitt which wcmake, and whereby wcdedicarc omfeluestoGod, hioi- 
inutao.c,andvvccannotclaymcorrc.afilimcourreluesagainc.ortlmwhich 1 
wcnuc once offered. Wherupon ^.^i^'tt/imdifcourfcthin this inanncr,iDcl 
I ay Y in ex prcllc tcarmes : That a nnn confccrated and vowc < to the honoarcf 
'-o.l ,,sa.Saciihcc. uucgard hcdycchto the world that he may liuc to Godi 
u hcnalfo vvechaa.zcouc bodic by temperance, if we doc it for God , aswe 
ought to doe , to the Q^^^ not to yeald our members weapons of iniquitie; 
but weapons of luaice to God, it is a Sacrifice. If therefore ombndie. which 
iJ inu as It were a fciuant & inrtrumcnt of our Soulc , bea Saaificc.ifihcgood 
and vpnoluvfcihcrof bedirctflcdtoGodjhowmuch rather dial a Soule be i 
Saaihcc.whenitdireacihitfclftoGod ,to thccndthat inflamed withihcfirc 
ot Im loue It may ddtroy i„ itfcjf the forme and imnreffion of al woildliecon- 
cup.lcence, and be rcf<.rmed according to his vncfK-vngcablcjikenes, fubica 

' U..1 A ! f • . '^ .""'^'' ''^^ '"^^'^ giateful, by how niuch it partakcth of hiJ 
bcauiic>AUInsisofS*.^«,ft//;;,. *> » ' t 

i. y'^'^rcbywcfccclut the Sacrifice, whichweoffcr of ourH-Iues, ijtwo- 

ofrl ;. 1?V' ?'V^'?°^""' bodic. and a Sacrifice of our foulc : and both 

unarc fo vn holy direOcd to God, that they hauc no relation at alto our- 
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fclucs ; which is to dye to ouifelues » and liue to an oihtr_» If anie b( tlic askc. ThcPricft, 

whcici*$thePiicft,& the knife, & the fire, to rffcr,kili&confumethis Satri- aiiHkdWc 

ficc? The Plica is^he fame with the Hoacand Vi<5timcvito wit,thc man him- ^'tluJirc, 

fdf. lorthisoblaionconfiacthinfpiritjandispciformedin fj iiic, nnd con- |.','|,|*^'^.^^** 

fcquently no man's liand but his that offcieih himfelf , can reach this 1 lullci 

according: to that wiiich wc rcade in the Pfal.ue ; / w// xoluniAttly Sdculict 

ytiio (/;f^VllC knife is tlichatrcdofour ownclife , which oui Sauiourwillcih ^^ 

vstol)auc,aiidiiicfircisno( ihcrihcnthat /irr,which the fame our Lord and 

Smoxir caine ro laid in'o the ir«r/</, and wrihtd,:knd fought no other, but that **' '^ *^' 

tf ihnl(i t'lirnr. For thiihcaucnlic lire dcfccnding from abouc, when it once '**** ''-'• 

takes in ouriiaitjtafilyconriimcsour Saciificc ,asitdiutiic Sacrifice of /://4', 

and the wood , and aoiiCM ^^'i*^ ihc very dua^ that is, it directs vswiioly, & j'j^^^ '^* 

whatfocuciis in vs , be it ncucifo canhlic and bafc, totlicfcruicc if God 

aKnc. 

3. But becanfc anciently there were mam'c kinds of Sacrifices , and the 
gicajcdofihcin alwas a Molocaua, bccaufc in it , nor pait only , but the 
uholc ll.)ac was burned to the honour of God , wc nuia vndiiaand that 
liic oblation which Religious people make , is a Molocaua , which doth 

aJde no fmal bcautic and grace to their dignitic. S. Ortfonc fayih it in ,,;„,'''f'-^ 
ihcfc words : They that doc the things which nertaine to God (o , as not to ^ ^,';^^ 
[•arte with fomc things notwi'haanding which pertainc to the world , they .> 
olia- Sacrifice , but not a Ilolocaull : But they ih.at forfakc al things tl at » 
pertainc to ih: woiKl , and confumc their v. hole foule in the fire oi ,, 
i\)c haicofGod, ihcy aic in the fight of God both a Sacrifice auJaHo- .. 
l.caua. 

4. Mow co'.ild he hauerpokcn In clearer tcarmcs , (.r dcfciibcd a Re- ^ ^j^^^ ^. 
Ii.;icus nun in more natural colours ? And 5". Jhjmai giucih the fame rea- j'^ ,5,^^ ' 
full why Religion is a Molocaua , to wit, bccaufc it giucth al to God j and mti. 7. 
whofocuerputtethhimfclfinto a Religious ante, offcictlial things, outward 

ar.d inward , to the Creatour of al : for wc arc not only fayd to Sacrifice 
the things which ore within vs y when wc offer them to God , but alfo the 
things which arc wiihout vs , \\hen wc forfake them for God i as Dauid, i t^tg.xn 
wiicn he caa away the water which he had in his hand , and call it away 17. 
for God's fake , he is fayd to haue Sacrificed it to God ; the verie dc- 
piiuing himfelf of it in that manner , being a. new kind of faihion of Sa- 
crifice. 

5. The bleflfed Apoaie S. Vdnl doth in my iudgement dlearely expreffc /few. 14.4 
the nature and exccllencie of this inward Sacrifice , when he callcthit d li-- 

uiug hofle , httie , pleafine^ to God, 4 reafonMt ftrme\ for by caJling it redfenM^ 
that is, fpiritual , he giueth vs to vnderaand, that not o»iy oar bodie hue 
our minde , ar\d reafon , and foulc is offered ^ calling it ab httfli ,fce f/gni-- 
fj'ctli that heer,,alfo is a kind of death ; adding the wotd.(liMh^) he in*- 
hnuaiciK that thij death doth arangely both takeiwav out Uwrind-f^rc-Yf.c four's 
fcruc it -, finally he calleth it Holie and fle*fivif /• G^tt ^\\€C3Mifh wlfat-'of man ;w 
It'cucr is confccrated to God , it holie ; and .nothing catv- bcmor-c plc^-z/ucful 
fin^ to God^ thon a foulc ihar^ioth willingly:.' ^od cntideljr. facr ifice kfclf to ^atniw:^ 
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Thi foiilc ''•* Diuinc Maicftic fot his loiic. For if thofc ancient Sacrifices were fo iT"^ 

ofai.iiM a bic vnto him , tlut he rcceaucd ihcm willingly in an odour of fw/*^ 

.fjfrttijl notwiiliftanding that in them there was only offered the flcfli of • if^ 

l«nncc. of three yeares old, or of a redcalf or fome other fuch beaft; that whS • 

offered in this fpiritual Sacriiice being facre more noble and excellent asS '* 

bought withtlic iricftimablc price of the moft precious bloud of God J^ 

oblation thcrof to God muft needs be alfofarrc more grateful and accemtbl 

And what is this but thcfoulcofman , which we may truly fay Js facrififS 

in this Hulocaull > bccaufe, as we haue (hewed clfc-wherc , it is proper to iS 
ligious people, to dye to tlicmfclucs and to the whole world , bccaufe ihrJ 
Jeaue themfclues and the world . as much as if they were verily dead andth 
ftate,whichthey vndertake,bringcth vpontheman vndoubicd & itreuocabtl 
*: »^ ^ °^''gJ^«°"to'Joefo.Whereuponi\B<r«4rJdcrcribingaReIii.iousmanfetterh 

%::T'' ^r ^r^' '?''^^rrftu" ^.^i'g^r"-ft-"8« > becauVeaftrgerh 
j^^Jra^. fonicthing, thou|;h he hath but little ; buthe likencth him to a dead man andt 
man that is ciucifycd: bccaufc,/4»//; be,hc is as free ftom the works of the world 

., as Cither of them : & it is al-one to him whether he heareonc praife him -r dij. 

„ praife him, or rather he hearcih them notital, bccaufe he is deadi and he ho- 

„ nours,& iichc.s& pleafures.whichtheworlddoih loue,areacroflcvniohiin. 

" J ^i ^"' **^" ^^^''^'^ " "loft Orange in chis Sacrifice , cogeather with true 
T ifc- inA death wcfind true life conioyned , as the Apoftlciofinuatcth; life not hindrine 
^'.IV.T" **'*''',» .^"'^ dcathnot taking away our lifci which as io thofc other Sacrifice, 

Q^^^ wile. I or it It Ihould bereauevs altogeatherofour life, it would take awar 

ounncancs of fcruing G od •, and y et ifit were not deaih,it were not a true Ho- 
„ locaull. Botli therefore of neccffitic njufl be conioyned togcaiher, that ai 
S, Gftg. ^' ^"fi<^vft fucakctii , it be an Hortc .bccaufe a man dyes to the world and 
'-• .. v/i. yet IS liumg , hccaufc (lil he doth al the good he can. And of chii Jiuine. 
"V'. dcath,asl maycalit, S.-P-iri fay th very wcl: r.u4f( dt^d.andymliftiihiJdtn 
(•^ i.i. 'W::oUm(i m CoJ, to which ftate.as the fame S.Gn^onc inrerprcieth, wcarriue, 
SGrrg. fi When Icucred from the turmoiles of fecular dcfices . forfakioR al outward 
«»- '. J. ^^ thmi^s . Nvc attend only to the inward , to the end that our minde afpiring 
^ vvholyiothc loueof God,may not be touched with trouble of any eaithli? 
tliiiig. So that we may fitly apply alfo to this Sacrifice that , which God com- 
U>*if.7 2. "»'»"^^^"»5'"\Jfc'c obfciucdinthe ancient Holocaufts s to wit, that whercai 
the red of the Hofte ivas confumed by fire,the skin was refcrued for the Prlcft. 
i-orasliaydbefore,thercbeini;inthisSacrifi^enooilierI>iicftbutourfcluc$, 
An li- ""»'^'"U« aUcmauicsof the Sacrifice to ourfelucf but the skin, that is, the 
f.r.=siMc.|'"'*^''7.^»F^o/»bodie,whkhReliKiondoth not takeaway.^ 
contiu..! '*»»^^*f^.»xonfumedbyihatDiuinefire,whenitisconfecratedtoGodandto 
Hul.c.uu. xhc honour of his Diuine MaieHie ; and fo in this ftate that is eafily performed, 
vvhichJ.I'^^lfaydofhimfelf, ihatheUed, to wit .according td the outward 
iicw.but yet that Ijtdidmilmt, but Chtiftm hmMv^Ukh being in itfcif dcarc. 
u c may dcferuedly and truly fay . that <hc whole life of a Religious man if i 
I io ocatju , as vyaming neither death, or anieother partor perfedion of a Ho* 
i" !* * "^'°""ft *vhich dureth not fora while , but continually, & day- 
ly . laiiing as lung as our lite dot li laft j which one thine difcoucrs the wonder- 
ful 




Off A RltlGIOYS STATE. LJJr, 1 1, Cdp, Xf^l, f ^J 

fnldignitieofa Religious life. For if ^M, or Hor, oxMrnhum, neuerplcalcd 
Codmorc, then when they offered thofe memorable Saciifices, which aie re- 
counted of them \ and no man in his whole life-time can docanie thing better, 
or more holie, then to offer Sacrifice} which notwithflanding we cannot al- 
wayes doe, but feldome, andatcertainetiniesj what flial we worthily think 
ofthatftaieoflife, which is aconiinual Sacrifice, lafling as long as the man 
himfelflaflcthund breathcih ? And this our Sacrifice is (o nmch the more ex- 
cellent then anic of thofe ancient Sacrifices , in regard that it is not the ficfli of 
rammes and bullocks which is now offered, but out owne flefli,and our ownc 
foule,farre more pretious then anic flcfliwhatfoeiier. 

A KdigioHJ Sute compared rvlih the S(4te of 4 Kwg, 

CHAP. XVI. 

[HI S, which I hauc deliuered concerning the dignitie ofaRe- 
"J iigious State,being wel confidcred,is enough to make a man ea- 
, fiiy c intcmnc al worldlie preferment in comparifon of ir, and 
I cllcemc not only meaner places of honour fane infciioui vnto 
^ it, but cucnPrincelie dignities and the decree ofaKin;^, uhith 
in incns iu<!jjemcnt is the higheft place, and thctop of that , to which humane 
ambicioncanafpirc. A comparifon which might with fomc coloiu fccnic t > 
lauour ofpiitk and arrogancie,ifwe fliould ground it vpon our ownc coii- 
tcitibut fo mnnic worthie and gtaue Authours vfe it , that their name ami 
authoritie uiuft needs carrie it againft al that flial oppofc. Though if wc weigh 
that which hath been formerly fayd of the dignitie of a Religious life, wc m.«y 
findrcafon enough to think,that this comparifon doth rather diminish then 
sddc to the lufter of it. For it is a farre greater thing , to be like to God , and (o 
like as uehaue shewed, then to refcmbleaniecarthlie Prince, whoft power 

and Maicitic is Jittlc or none at al if we compare it u ith the power and Maicflic 
ofGod. 

1. Firft therefore a Religious State doth refembleihc State cf a King in a 
degree, which is common to al iuft and holie men, whomc vcnerabJc lime 
calleth great Kings, bccaufe they fuffcr not ihemfelues to be carried down? 
the ftreame with euctie inordinate motion, which doth tempt them by con- 
fcnting vnto them, but they knowhowtocommai>d and goucrneihcm. To 
which purpofc S. Grtf^ttit applyeth that of the Cant icles : Thret^fcore it iluttntf. 
For he fayth thus : What is fienified by thcfc Q^tttnti , but the foules of the 
Saints, which ruling their bodies with difcretion , purchafc an eternal king- 
dome? For there be foine in the holie Church , that pul downo their flesii, and 
punish itforGodjthcyoucrcomcthcirpaffions and vice*, they fubducihe Di- 
u«ls,astyrant$andvfurpeti-, they prudently dircfl al theiraft'c^ionsinanor- 
flcrliecourfeithey preach to others that vv hich they doe thcnifclues; they draw 
nianieoutoftheiawesofthc DiucI, fi^lrtingagainft him with the fword of 
ihcWocdi what aic thcfc Soulcs but Xii«fWf;, who tenderly louingCluifl ijicir 
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Kin.;andcipourc, by commixtionoFlouc.anddctcftationofluft, bringfonji 
a Priiicelic Df-f^^ring, that is, Fayihful people > i . Onimt doili not name /(ji. 
t^/o»M ^to^U in this place, but by the addons and functions, which are proper 
Vo ihcin.hcdoth shew plainly the thing itfdf, and thcSiatc ; fpccially where 
he callcth liicfc foules the ^flu{ti of chri{{, which liilcihc obligation oifih^if 
Vow d 'til giuc them, as I hauc shewed before. 

^. S l^hn ihryf'((om handling tliis argument morcat large, doth bring fuch 

rcaVons for it , as cannot be applyed to anic other but a Religious coutic. For 

in tlic Work which he wrote againft thcDirprayfcrs of a Monallicallife 

addiclTing his fccond Bookc to the Hcatliens and Gcntils that ucrc ignc- 

r.i:it of ilic Ghof^cl , and of the gloric of the life to c* n»c, he laych 

■ dowiic Co picgnant pioofcs , drawnc from that which hapnttli in tins 

picfci.t life, to dcmoi.iliaic that the life of a Montk is fane tJ hcprcfcrrcil 

Icf .ic tiic {late of a Kin^^, that no man can haue anic colour to»Joubtof 

" it. I or w'l.tai ii) a Kin; there be two things pniKipally whicliaic melt 

• a\mc 1 ;ir, to v. it, Power and Honour , thus be dircuuifcili of them bo:h: 

" WUn is ill yoiu- opinit)n the grcatcfl fi,;nc of Power:- Is it not to be able 

>. lo rciuMif c iiimrcU of al his enemies , aiid of vvhorocuer flanJs agaitift 

. h.ii-. , ,uivl icw aul al them that hauc been beneficial or duiiful viuohim? An^i 

v t \ II w iiiiut fiiul al this power in a King \ I'oi hcliath m.inic enemies, 

ci"..!.i.'i lie cannot hauc hi> uil ; and manic ilut arc louing and bcncfi- 

^ i i! \ uio him, v\ iiosn he is nit able to .cwaid. Uat a Moi k haih a trcattr 

ii.i 1 a nu re cuiiiicnt power tl.ejuliis, which Kings cannot cnioy. Fit if it 

Ix' .T.i ac! of grtrcil power to be rcucngcd of our enemies , it is a fane 

nv ic cvcclleni tl.ing to fmd out fu:h a ilate of life , as no man can iiurt, 

, tiiou -h he would ncucr fo faync. lor tlioiitdi it be a great maticr to be 

(o skiiful at one's weapon, as to be able to itiilvcanic man tha: can ftrikc 

, MX. i ytt it is farrc better , and more laie and excellent , to liauc fuch a 

, bodic, as cannot be h.urt by ai.y skil. And ycr iljcrc is a rrcatcr power then 

. this , to wit , not only that a nun caiinoi be lime , but to be in fucii a 

, llnte , that no man can hauc a njind to hurt him. For (.) h.c is in imirli 

tnorc Cifciie , becaufeoftinies ihou-h a man cannot hurt anoiiicr, jciif k 

, i»atchim,iliisvcric hatred doth in no fmal meafure abridge his happincsani 

. contentment. \V!»at therefore can be imagined more rale and Diuinctj.CQ 

. 'hii Hate of life , which no n»an hath a mindc. to hurt ; and if he had a 

mind,he could not hurt it ? I or how can it come into any man's nwntic to 

tnaliccorofi'criniurictohim, that hath nothing to doc with anic nun? Foc 

, ue malice people either out « f enuic,i)r fcare^or ani;er. But this noble and 

. mJccd Piince-likem.nn is abuitealthefc things. For who wil enuie him that 

, laup,hcth at al things , whidi others loue and admire? Who wil be angric 

. w uh a (nan that olFcicth him no wrong? who wil feavc a man,.of whomc he 

t^anhaucnofufpicion r No man tlKretore certainly wil hurt fuch a man. Now- 

that htc.umot hurt him ihoui:ii he would, isalfoplaine; for he-camiot findc 

. u hticmtocniraphini. For .-is an cajlc foarin^on^hi-h cannot be caught itt 

tJ'C'H.tsth.nareh>df..rk(fabnds;'foairo a Religiousman. For hovv,orby 

^ w hatoccahoncan auicman hurt himl'Ilchaih ncitlicrmonic nor wealth, that 

U iu.cilfcArtilic Jullt of iiii^c hath no couiJtrcy ,.o'x of w hichJvccan bcihrf ar- 

m 
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jiedtobcbanniflicdi hcaymethnotatgloricfo,astofearear.itn!i(gracc. ( ^ »• 
thing you wil fay there is,to wit,dcath : but whofocucr shal kil him,^iul not ' 
only not hurt or contriftatc him , but shal dot him a great nlcafutc ; for he " 
fends him thereby to another life which he defircth with al his hart , and for '" 
which he doth al that which he doth. And if wc rcgardc honour , a Monk " 
is ii ercater Honour , then anic fecular man. For fccular power hath manic ' 
that fearcit.and neuer a whit fewer that hate it : But euericbodie doth w il- ' 
lingly and ioyfully rcuercncc a Religious man. Andofiimes it hapneththat ' 
yc -pie of mcanc birth, they thathauc been children of pefantsortradcs-men. " 
giiiingihcmfclues to this kind of Philofophie, hauc been Co venerable in the " 
eyes ofalmen, that men of great qualitiehaue not been ashaincd to g^e to ' 
their Cottages , andconucrfcwith them with fuch figncs ofaflecftion', as if" 
the vcric fpcaking w ith them had been a lingular fauv ur and fortune vnio " 
then»fclues,aj in truth it was Tiuisdifcouifcthy. C/;ry/&/?(;m<', and much more " 
copiouHy of ihis matter. 

4. And yet more largely in another 1 1 mllle, which he intitlcs: ./frD;i./'j»/- . 
fonuii'iK'eei 4 kuiz and a Mn({, where he handleth this rubic<fl fo folidlv nnd ,/ 
ckaily,thatvvhofoeuerflialreadcit, wil find al that his hart can deflic ( I thit i;- 
mittcr. Wcwilonlycoppie-outajceceofit into this place. A King ( ayrhic ) 
rulcth ouer C.itiies and Proninces.and manic Nations: A Monck comm.inilcdi 
oucrAngcr.ami nnuie,andCouetoufnes,& I,uft,and the reft ofthcdircafes of , 
theminile , & hath his thoughts eleuated aboiie al humane things. An! <l<Mdn- 
Ics wc hauc more rcafon to account this man a King, then the other ; f. ^^ if the , 
King himfclf be a llaue to fcare and luft , he is not the gouernour of the pi-, p]'-, ^ 
hutthcthingsbywhivhhimrclfisgouerncd,& whofcdi(^t.imcnshel(>lh.wirh. ' 
A King makes waireigainft barbarous nations f.r the l>ounds of his hmpiic, , 
for wealth, for riches : A Monck hghtcth againft the Diuf Is, whofe allaults be ' 
m'H"Cviolcnt,and their nature more n^4'»lc, andconfecjuentiy thcvicfh ricmcre 
gl<n.)us; and the intent of this warrc is Pictic, and the femice off.'otl. JkhoKl 
both their conuerfations , and you shal fee a Monck conuerfing wiiii tl.c [ 
Prophcts,learningthewircdomcofy.1'4ft/, pafHngfrom Moyfrs to //-y, from ' 
JXiy to S\ lohn , from S, hhrt to fomc other , and by this mcancs becomes ' 
like to them , with whonic he dotIicoiuKrfe,asievfually hanncth. A King 
palTcthal his life-lime wit!) them, w hofpeakchimfayrctohisface , and flat- 
tcrhim for their owne ends , and doc nothing but vant rhcmfelues of their ' 
O'.vnc deeds. A Monck watchetli in the ni lit to fpcakc with God, to haue ' 
the companic of the holie Angels , to delight himfclf in heaucniic things: ' 
A man, that is Gouernour ouer people and nations, you flial finde at thofe 
limes Jayd along in his bed and fnorting , not much differing from .-i 
dead man. A King be he as bountiful as he can , that which he giucs, \ 
is but gold : a Monck obtaynes of God the fpirit oC Grace , and ' 
corporal benefits alfo , by his prayers ; and nothing is more hateful 
'o ihe Diuels , tlien t!ie prayers of a Monck , nothing doth tcrrifyc ' 
'hcni more ; and Kings themfelues hauc been often conlhayncd to \ 
haue rceoutfc vnto them , as Achab t'^> F.lias , Hzcchias to the Propfict 
l^fav. Finally death is terrible to a King •, to a Monck it is wel- ^ 
<" j»ic. A King is alwaycs in fcarc of death , and therefore he hath , 
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foulcicis^fot the Guardc of his bodie-, A Monckdoth notonly fearenoiw 
. but guardcs others, yea whole ckiie$,as if hc\vcrcai4mpircvntothem.TtaS 
■.hixcS. him Chryhfhmt. rj . ^ 

t . To w hich for a Condufion we may adde another confideraiion •file 

diflcrcnce, how they come tothcirfcuetaldignities.ForKlngsarceithnbonjc 
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t and fo come to their Kingdomc by rucccflion; or they are chofenby 

,...i * which is more glorious of the two; for to be bornt to a Kingdomf, 

fortune, to bechoren,isafi-neofVeriuc, if fobcthat people htutregird 

ciiuc in it : RcligiouJi>eoplcarriueto thisgreat honour ,, neither by birth 

by humane elc<5lion or grant , but by the fole wil of Gad , whochoofcth 

them outffom manic others, and vouchfafcth to itjmflate them into his fi- 
milic, and rcgifter them among liis houfcho'd-feruants. For it is not humane 
wir,''r indullrie jorthefuggclfion of anic other man, or natural ftrength^ 
whcre.vith wc compalle thcfc hard and difiicultenterprifts, to foifakeihe 
w-jriJ , to oucECoinetiicloucof our parents and kinifolk«,io fubiedour wil 
vnilcr fill ha continual yoake, as this is. Nature hath not fo much ftrcngth, 
nor la.lJcis fo high, nor v»ings fo (honi^; as to carric it to fo high a pitch; bur 
whatfjcurr we dttc in this kind, is the workcofGod, as our Sauiour tdltth 
not his Ap fUes only, butal , when he fayth : To* h.iue not chofen mt, l/iul 
hiue chvUfi j'U And againc , iVv m4n car, cotht vnto mc ^ynUfft my f^z/ifr doenot 
only cal, or inuie, aodputhiujon^but ^/m'v/mV.How greatly thcrcfoi care 
wc boutiil to God, that hath fo voluntarily and of his ownc accord loucd and 
embraced vs.anJ made vs partakers offo great 3 good, without aniedefericf 
ours i yi a rather when we did defcruc the contrarie , & were wholyvHwotthie 
of it f^ccially.cunfi.lering.tlialhcleaucs nwinic others j that we mayiuftlyfay 
wiili the Vt[)phtt : Mt ktih nti dnnm fa io tHtrit nAtien *, nor mdniffjled hh iuditmtntf 
ynto (hw. Great therefore iiihc di;;niiic of a Rcli;.iiou? man, not onJyinihil 
he is chofen to fo high a Vocation vhut in that Co hi h a Perfo* hath made 
choice of him; a pcrfon , 1 fay , whofc iudgen)cnt in our cafe is to be prcfcrW 
n vtcnly bcforethc iud,eincnt of one nation calling a kingdomc vponaman, 
butbcforethciudgcmcnuftnev hole world , and of al the mentha:are,or 
eucr were, or eucr shal be in the worK'. 

6. H uv great this difTcrciKe is betwixt a Religious date, and thcdigniiie 
'^ "' f faKing, manieKin;s and Princes hauc tcdifyed by forfakin^tiieif Scepters 
and Prii)celiepalacef,and (looping to a p:>oiecottage,andacoorfcgarmenr, 
and profeffini^ that they found more contentment andfarrc truer happincs in 
liiat kind of life, then they eucr i\h\ in al the honour which the world doth 
fofooliflily. admire. And among the refl, we hauc a rare example hccrof in 
Sd«M(o^</.i,KingQfMorauia, in ihcyearc poo. whohauioj; been ddcaicd in 
a baitail avainft the Empcrour .4rnk!phuf, forfaking his kingdonie betook 
himfilf jjitn the Wilder lies, where finding certain Moncks in the mountain 
Sdtnhr ,heputhimfcjf into their companie, lined with them fomeycares in a 
Monaftical liabit vnknovvn.' what he was, and gaue himfclf tomuchfafting 
and vva(chint»,and o'her aufterities.Whtn he drew towards his end, he called 
fhrmaltf'gcaihcr, anddeclaied who he was*, giuing this glorious teftimonie 
of a RciiiMous courfe>ihat hauing had trial both of it, and of the life of a Kingt 
iic found that without comparifon a Religious life was to be preferred. 

Fot 
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Forhcerf fayth he) I haue flcpt quietly without anic feare at alj hcct tocics, „ 
andhearbej.andacupofcoldwatcr iuuh fauoured farre fweeicriomc, then * 
almyPrinceliedaynties did before; for ihcy Were continually mingled wiih * 
much gal and biiternesofcare anddangcr , andxonfcqucntiythisfmaliimc ]' 
that 1 haue liucdamongft you, hath been to me farre more happie , then al ** 
the time I liucJ floating \i^ plcafurcs; and haue learned by my owneexpcri- ' 
ence,thatihat life compared wiJi this, is rather to be called death. This was I 
thciudgemcntof that King at his death. 

Of the "Tower of Itidicatttre -which Keligiof/j r/jen 
shiil haue* 

CHAP. XVII. 



L worldlic command and digniiic endeth with this life; but 
Religious people hauc manierierogatiucs in this life, and 
fhal enioy manie more in the lite to come ; among which we 
mud reckon , that in the latter day they dial (it with Chrid 
in Iudgcment,to giucfauourablefentcncevponthem , that 
flial ihnd at the right hand, and a terrible fcntencc vpon 
them,that flial ftand on tiic left. And to the end we may the better vnderftand 
thegteatnesofthisPrcrogatiue.we wilconfiderfomewhatofthchoirourand 
tcrriblenes of that day, of that day , I fay , which the Prophet SoplnnUi defcri- 
bcth in thefe wordes : The great day of our Lord is at hand; it is at hand , and 
very fwift. The voice of thcday of our Lord is bitter, there the flrong flul be 
afflit^cd.That day,aday of wrath', aday of tribulation and anguifli;aday of 
calarr.itic and miferiej a day of darkcnes and mift •, a day of clowds and liirl- 
winds; a day of tl»c rmn)pet,and of the found of thcirumpet.ln which flraync 
thel'ro|hct/or/doihalfofpcak,wlicnterrifyed,asitwere, with the prefencc 
of that day, he fayth thus : Let al iht dmllcrs of the earth bt troubled^ btc^ftfe the 
fltyofeur Ltrtidoth certie; bccauft the Hay ofdarfitnes and mtfl if at hand; the day of 
(hvJi andwhirl-Vfinds, lorthtdayofour Lord tJgrtat and yery ttrrible^andwho 
yvi(4b:dt ti ? 5. Oit^oiit doih lightly nuke a conie^ure of the tcrriblenes i f 
that lime , by that which hapned at the entrance of the Pafllon of our Sauiour, 
when with one tnild anfw cr of his mouth he flruck al his armed aducrfarics 
to the ground i What ihciforc , fayth S. Cre^orit^ wil he doe when he flial 
fomctoiudge,fcing hcftonncdal his enemies witha word, when he came ' 
tobciudged? What ludgcment wil that be, which he wil cxeicife being lin- ' 
•mortal , fcing no man could withfland hisvoyce, when he was yet monal? , 
^vlio wil be able to abide his wrath,\\ henhis verie meeknes was not to be . 
al^iildcni Wherefore at fuch a time when al the men of the world shal be . 
'psled, and ftand amazed with fcaie , and forrow , and expe^ation of the , 
>'^id fcntcnceoffuch a ludge,thcn in that general vexation of al men , to l>c , 
\vithout feare and iioublc , and attend that laft and iireuocablc dtcitc and , 
^cmcncc wiihioyjmuft needs be aivincIUaiablcattdciccfliae benefit. 
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, , , 2..S. hhn umhthm laych , tint Religion aflFordcth this benefit •, for frft 

m1 u' in this life it fiilcih a mm with alfto^J ihin^^s ; and fccond y in the life ta 

V». r.i„ come it prcfcntcth v< before the Tiibunal ot God , ioyful and fportin^ 

&">'*' NNhcn the l>r:nccsofthcear:h,svUombcforealmcnadorcd fiialbcfcuercly 

punished for their ortVnces. S. Beni^rJ fitly applyeih to the fame effeathai, 

which is fayd in cUc Pfahnc : Deu»(e he wii dtltuer me Jnm rhe fmtoftk 

h»nurs Mid from the buttr worj, Uc fayth , that this fnare is thjt, 

which die ApoQIc fpcakcth of , vvlicn he fayth r rhey rh^t wA be ,ich,f4 

in,o tmpuuon , M int^ the fn^re of the Diuel i and that the bitter word, is 

the lail fcniencc in the day of Judgement ; And turmng his f|)fach to hii 

>. Brethren , he fpeaketlx thus : You that hiuc forfakcn al , and followed 

« rhc Sonne of man , who had not where to Icanc his head , veioyce,*r»d 

■ fay : lie hdth Muered me from the fn4ve of tl>e hunters, Prayfc him with al 

•• your hart , al your foulc , al your ftrength j and from the vecie bottomc 

••of your hilt giuc him thank?, faying : 6fM«/e he b4tb delmetedmt fm 

" thefture office hunters. And that you may know how great this bcncfitii, 

and vnJcrftand the things which arc giuen you by God , harkcn whjt 

•• fv)llowcth : j(ndfrom a btfter mrd. O nun , or rather be aft that thou an, 

" didft ihou not fcatc the fnare ? at leaft itand in awe of the hammer; 

rrjy. i6. ;;,^,„ ^ ^,,,^y ,y^,^ . vvhat is this bitter word but : Let the wklifd bt t^!* 

aW4y , that he fee not the gUrie of God i Co you dccurfed into eietnA firt. But 

, you , my Brethren , you that hauc wings , before whofc eyes it is ia 

, vaync to caft the net , you that hauc forfakcn the wealth of this world. 

, why Ihould you fcarc a bitter word , fcing you hauc been deliuctcd from 

the fnare ? For to whome flial it be fayd : Go you accurfed into <«'*5 

ftre i for / Wu bun^rie , dad ^ou gdue me not to edt i To whome, I fay, mil 

.. this be fpDkcn , but to tliem , that had wealth in thi« world ? Are not 

- your harts much reioyccd at this word, and filled with fpiritual content. 

» mcot > doe you not value your Pouer^ic farrc beyond al worldlie treafure, 

.. in rei;atd it is your Poucrtic , which frceth you from this bitter word? 

» For how can we think that God wil require at our hands that, wmcU 

»> iye hauc forfakcn for his loue ? Al this is of S, Berndid, 

J. Wherefore, if this happie courfc did bring no other commodincw 
Religious people , but that at that time , when other men wither dwsy f*r 
ftdte^ dnd exptfhtion of the things^ ^vhich dre to come >(>•» them ♦ th«y^x»f^ 
' ■ bccaufc thdr redemi>ti'>n approdcM ; this one thing were benefit fuflicicoi 
to make a man think al the labour and erodes , which he enduteih , very 
wel bellowed. But tlicic is yet another thing which giucth Rehgioui 
men farrc greater ftcuritic , and aJdeth alfo a farrc greater dignitic ; to 
wit , that in the power of Judicature , which Chrift hath reccaucd woni 



oT ante nian to be lo bolJ as to nope tor it , nor yet icarcc lu wtii^«-, • 
fiKh a dignitie ihouid ^cart vpon him, but that ne,i:hat J"VjP''!?r' 
l)iin vnto it , can doc ifKhings , and cannot fayle of his promiic. Vvn 
ihcicfotc can be muic welcome to a Religious man , then to bfboW tW 
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r^JJJTjthis aflfigncnjent , and promife } jimen I fdy ynto pu , thdt jou , ii/.i 3^,,;, 
b efctl'Aft "l '^'".^^ » ^'"' /"^* **'*' "" ' '" '^' reienetdtiun , Tvhen the Sonne ^j. 
fmln stu'fi' V»« -''A «''•*'/" ^^«" '""^'^^'^ ^''"" "•'^^"'•^ '^-^ '^^'^"^ ^"^" "f '^''"'• 
Where nauinuthctweUic Tribes of ifracl, he doth not vndcrftand only the 
ccoplec-f the le.vcs,but in a phrafe , inn hich thrScrinture invont to foeakr, 
rrc mnchcnJcih alrhe Kiogdomcot God, andalthe Faithful. And by the 
J /' „,M/;r) firft hcginerhvstovndciaandlheofficc ofahidgCifccond- 
ly the fecutiiir.and cmincncic of dignitic aboue the rcftj and iallly apla.e 
cffittin-nearcrntoChriftourludgc. , , , , . , - 

4 And it mull not Humble anic man, that he makefh mention only cF 
twcluc Scares For as <". ^ueuflm { anfwering this vciie obieftion ) wd 
cbfcructh , there is a mylUric in thofc words, and by that certain number ^ .^ 

of Twcluc, whatfocucr other pcatcr number is t > be, vncerftood. For y,^^.^« 
ifihciemuft bcprccifdybut twcluc Scales, and no mcrc,S.l>4*/, uho is the 
thir'ccnth Auodic shalnt^i banc where to fit , andconfci]ucntly slul not be 
aWctoiud.'C,andycthcf:ruhofhimrclf, iha: hcshal iudge, iwt only men, 
but Ani;clsNf»ro.//yrArn/r*' (faith V.^B:;«////»)//;MT\v/«f^/H///«4^^^^ ''f«^«- J- 

htu,n,dme.uth.rliud:,e,^h^l hd»tf>Uieh the frvtlu: Stdiet , hyre^on "fjheynt' 
mff.lun,W>fd the W.id dcth .fem/«r. And this which 5. ^rt^«/?m fa.iii ,1* 
rroimdcd vpon pocd rcafon. For ( as the tenure of the promifc of our Sa* 
iiionr doth Ibu.ul ) the onlie caufc , why this power and g one was con. 
fcrrcJ vpon tl.c Apcilics , v/as , bccaufc they had forfakcn al, and followed 
him • whercroie al they tha: hauc done the like, and Forfakcn al worldlitf 
wealth & forw/m^ tJK hopcr and dclkcs ifcerof hauc put thcmfclucs into the 
fcho<lcofClirill,slKvlhaucii httothclikcreward&promotion.For,thatthc 
A'Joaks fv>llowcd Chviit s\ hctji he was prcfcnt with them, and RcIlGtous peo- 
ple follow liim now l.c i^ not prcrenr,doth not diminish the value of their ^aiil\ 
and (oruice, but doth rather cncrcafc it Forthcyhad maniemotiues thcrunto, 
\xbi h VN c hauc not , as mitaclcs wroui;ht before their eyes , the fwcetncs ot hit 
^,ilicconucrfation,andofhisaoa;iuc; whcrofiM^ffrr fpeakingin thcname 
of the rcit , fayd : Lord » to V)hme shdl mgo > thou hafi Wads of life eiurld^ u. c, 

6. 'Neither is the merit cuer a whit the leffc,by reaHm that the y were Immc. 
Jiady fubicdoo our Sauionr 1 we fubica autfclucs to anoih cr man t hat bearet K 
his place For no <v alfo they that fubica themfclucsin this mnner,fubie(^ thcm^ 
fcl ues to ChriU,whome they acknowledge and reucrcncc in the pcrfon of that 
man, and ifwe value rhisbufincs by the fayth and fidelitic, which is pra^ifed 
in it, perhaps it is the j^reater aft, not only to obey a Prince when he oeliuc- 
«thhisownccommandshimfclf.biiiallb to obey his mcaneft ofticcrs and 
luinillers commanding in the I\incc his name. \Vh<ncf()rc thoui^h doub:lc« 
aliisaaion was performed by the Apoftlcs witi* greater vcrtiie and chariiic 
ashauinq the firft fruits of the Spirit btftowed vpon ihem: yet if we regard 
»hc facl itfclf , we doc rlic fame thin- rhat they did, and h.r the fame end and* 
"vponthc like moiiiies as they did. l4iforauchthar^.L'rt'r.-;</ doth not fli;>k to 

|Ltiebo»hforhiiiifc!f,&vs,thatnv4i/M»fwi^wr*/^«n«r-»''^r"«';''''''[''» 
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Molys4feinrcllNf,nil>e /4W*^ya/?<;/fru/tfo»r/#.\Vl»h,«s.notV» bct^ioir httoba '"S^ 
fcftkon of ihcawtitr.t£afuaui«i>y hithxlicy^cii;aiCAli<JTC«t«ti« for ihciureluti 
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and lor the w liolc world, as the Pfalmift doih iiuiniatc in thc/e wordt • lTL 
JIhs recuHtptMccforiUpePflr^ anJfbe lhili,\^ tafUu : but of thcprofcffion'itllv? 
.S. 1'</rr made ill behalf oFthcmal dying. ii<:'>»td ive haue forf^/^t„^i 4ni(7 
td fhec, Whcreunio vvc may adde, that as the Redemption of Man-kind 
the nropcrwoikcof out .SauiourC H R I S T, in which icrpc<i^ he is caUcdT 

Fathei of tlic world to come, fo '•• »'"^ - '"•'•■■""'•- » • • -^ 

hiiiifcif to be ludgc of the world , _, 

f4CfiaUH(lajfnre to im Smnf. AndconLv|«...wy v..w i-iucourLoiahauinebe" 
plcafcd to arfociatc the Apoltles to hiinfdf in fo great an Office, as was thcR? 
dcmption of Alan,and not howfoeucr.but by nicancs of the fame poucrtic ?ml 

bumiJitic,andruHcrings,ashimrcIfdidvndcrgocinthislifc;itbclonMdrothJ 
ramchisgoodncs,andairo in a kind of cquitie it was rcafon thithc should 
communicate his honour with them, t'lat did share in his labours 
6. Now certainly Religious people hauc their share in JabourinR witi 

Chrift,andhaucalwaycs hadifor as wcflialfliew more at large hereafter ihett 
hauc been at al times fomc Religious njen that hauc affiftcd the Church of God 
very niuch,cuei; among tiie Ordcrsof Monks , and much morcin later A^Z 
finccby fpccuhnlbnd of God Religious ProfeOions hauc been dircdedw 
ucl to thehc p of others as furthcirownc faluation. And though there bcia 

ihcChurchabundancc of other VVork-menalfo,whoinftru(5tthepeoplc.ana 
ailift them w ith no fmal paines and labours , for which they are hUlv to be 
commended . yet fct Religious people afidc, and where shal we find that Euan- 
gciicalPoiKri.e ^yh,ch isfo perfpicuous by pofl'e/Iing nothing, as they mar 

. ;vot th.ly fay : Bcl.oU, mb.ue forfj.en .1 ,L,n^^s. S. ThLs deliuweth, that t'l/c 
Order of Bifiiops houfocucrit was moft certainly inrtitutcd by our SauW 

• iJu.l , yet K was not inllitutcd with that ciicumftancc ofpofTcffions. and 
wealth, atjd external fplendourj but rather he gauc them inflrudtions how 
theylhouldbepoore , when hcprefcribed that rule iCarf it not 4 fMicbtl mr 4 
fcnp and the like but r.ehes were afterward admittcd-of by the indulqencc 
an 1 difnenfacion of the Churcl), times fo requiring. And this which S, Umit 
fay th of B.n.ops, ,s true of al the reft of the Clergic that minifter in the Church. 
U hereby ,t .s apparent, that this rare vertuc,to u hich our Lord h-ith nromifcd 
fo .ur.at a prehemiiKncc uuhc latter day of Iudgemenr,is not or' . truly found 
m Kchg,ous,nen,butin a manner is only in them, becaufc they alone hauc 

.hJ'rlfn/''?"^' ''r' ^•°"""'-"^'>gr^.''t, and this promife fo honourable; 
K m n I^ ?" °^r°"' ^''''rV ''^'^'^y ^^"«»"<^ ''* '>°"^J be fo; let vs fettle 
o ,t^u-^^ ''7' •';"V'^^'''^^''^"^'*^'>°vndetftandi^^ 
h ■ c h! rT"" '" '^'"r^'' ^'"^^ » '^^"^ ^1'°" ^'"^ ^^^^^ "ken occasion to en- 
/h!/ W '""^'\"V^'"";"'^"J«ion of Religion. S,Grtg,ne N-V-n« 
i c IK :;T ^'^""^ "^^" ^ '^ >^P°il« , among other prai fes of a Moca. 

ortcr " il>^ ''^ l^'' {'^'-'i ^' '' {^^'^P^^ ^« 'J'^ Apoillcs an^d Clnlftian. 

-^J% tht ruW«., ,.i,, ,f,f,,,i^ s. ^,^u{},„ ( ,n approucd andfure Autlicur) 

fayth 
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fayth the fame ; They that hauc not followed (fayth he) that gtcat and ., 
perfect Counfel of Perfe<aion,of Selling al , and yet keeping thcmklues free „ 
from damnable crimes, hauc fed our Sauiour in thofcthat arc hun-iic fhal s ^Ju^uff 
not (it on-high to iudge with Chrift, but i\)il ftand at his right hand to be Efiji.i-,.' ' 
iudgedinhismcrcic. And contiaric-wirc S\ ^itt^u{Un held it fo certain, that 
Religiouspeoplcaretofitin Judgement with out Sauiour, that in the fame 
Epiftic he reprchendcth fonje of them that were oucr-haughtic in brai;ging 
oucr the lovvcrand more impeifccHlateofSecular people, in thefc words : Let " 
them vvalkc the way of Perfecfiion , felling al , and giuing it out ofchariiic " 
to the poorc. But if tliey be truly the Poorc of Chrift, and gaflicr not for them- S.^uf^ft, 
fclucs, but for Clirift, why doc they puniflithc weaker of our Sauiour before 'M 
they hauereceaued their fcatcs of ludicaturc? Forifthcy arc tobcfuch , as to " 
W'liome out Lord fpeaketh , when he fayth: Toitsbjlfitvpon t\velHeSe4.'cl , t$td- ** 
^<;»M^//f<Wf/«fr///;rjfl/i/i'4f/; and ofwhonic the Apoftlc fayth; Doe you tierf^now " 
ihdiwe sh4hyil^e il e .Ana^tls i let them prepare toreceaue intoihc eternal nian- *" ^^-^^ 
hons rather veriuous then wicked rich men , by wI»omc they were made " 
}ritn({s by the M4inmf,n cf'iniqmtit, " 

8, 5". degotit doth often dcliuer thi'? do(flrinc. For in the latter end of his S.0Vr|.i<y. 
tenth Ijocke of Morals he difcourfeih thus : Then the wicked dial fee with '^''*'' 
ilicii eyes , that they,wh() haue forfaken al carthlicthings , flial bccftablilhed " 
in ahtauenlic power; of which Truth itfclf fpcakcthto the Elcd: TontlM " 
I'Uii folUwcd tne, in the reientr4tion when the Sonne of m4H sh4lfifin his THjuflte, " 
,)cit .flfo il.4iptrpontW(l,ttSr,iies,wcigine^ thetmtue Tribes c/'//ri.r/."Nci[heimufi " 
we think , that heaucniie Bcnchand Court flial hauc but iwcluc Judges \o fir, " 
but by the nuitiberofTwcluc, the whole i;cneralitie is cxpreftbd ; for wiio- '" 
r.ci:cr fpurrcd-on with iheloueof God , flialleauchispoiremons,niald<.ubt- " 
lcs| btaine a highfeatc of ludicaturc , coming as a Judge togeaher with the " 
judge ; becaufcin ccnlideraiion of that Judgement he puinlhcd himfcif hccr " 
hy voluntatic I^uertie. Whcrupon Si/owcw fayth of the Spoufc of liic h -lie " 
Cluirch ; Utr I.uib4ndts honcHrabiemtheg4tti ,-\vhcn be sb4l (11 wttb tU Se,f4ioi,n ^''""^^•3'- 
«/ //;:■ r^»f/;.Andthe Prophet l-f4y : OurLonish4lcoweto mdge Vfitb the Llitrs of .V* 
'"^iO/'/f.JnwhichrcfpcaTruthdothtcarmeihcfayd Elders notferuams, but "rr. 
^^'^\vh'Mo\v iwd ,.ot caI pu ieru4nts , btit friends; fuch friends as the Pfalmift >/ '*" 

Hjoldmgfayihofthem: To we tby fi lends /o God. 4reytry much bonourtd, and hi, ,;. ,j. 
bcj.olding the noblcnes of tlieir hart , and how they fpurncd at the gloric of •• 
[lie world, he prefently added : Their i>rincif'4ht,e is yery mHchflren^thntd. And vf ii«. 17. 
>ccaiire weftiould not think them few that arriuc to this heighth of^Pei fciftion, " 
he fayth further: / Vfilnumbtrthem , 4nd they slulle multiplied 4hm ihefands 0} '* 
''[fc4. And in an other place , fpcak inj; of a kinde of foolilhncs, whic h is truly " 
V' ilJomc , he fayth thus : They that petfc^ly follow this fooliHines, deferue t(i " 
"tare fiom the mouth of W'ifdomc ; Toh rhat h^ue foUaved me , M fit ypon " 
'•"(lueSe4tcf, Behold, they that forfakc temporal things, purchafe gloric ( f ^' ^»i' »* 
ftcinalpowcr.Whatthereforeinthisworldisaccountedmorc fo.lifti thento '""'•'•V*- 
'^«.;cc that which is one's ownc > ant! what is more honourable in Etcrn tic " 
t"cn tocomc as Judges with God? 

I^.AndinthefamcWorkehehandlcththefamcfubieayeimorecopIcufly, 
U'licrc c^jftsnguifliing the men that ftiaiappcatc in Uic latterday of Judgement 
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nks.hcravilitSomc shal come to be iudccd & perish, as witke^ 
>thctsihr»l'noibc iudgcJ and alfo perish, as Infidcfs, who/Inw 
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r.iiiK without law , shal rcrish without law ; others shalbc ludged andraigne 

f..r euci- as "ood and faithful people i ohhc fourth kind of pcoplr,ihat shalnoc 

be iud i\ and yet raignc for cucr , he writcih in this manner : They that by | cj. 

fcaioiV of vcrtiie 5;oc beyond the precepts of the Law •, they that arc not coi|. 

tciit only to fulhl that which the Lawot God commandcih, but through i 

" rnorcclcuatcd dc/lielbiuc to perfotmc morcihen the general Precepts dot 

" ic<iuiic ( itl.emitiicy to whomcour Lordfa)thi Tm th*f Jai.9 foif.f^^rul^^ni 

'■ fJuwtJmt , ^vhtn iht Stnnffnun shJflf in thffutfofhis Mditjlit , ;«« n/. ihil^^ 

" yp,ni\vclHt Thr ones, luili^in^thtiv^'elutlrihticf Iff del; Thcfc in the laitcrludf(c. 

" n.entaicnotiudi;cd and docraignc, bccaufc they conic as ludies alfo with 

'^ tli.ir Creatour. For leaning al tinngs, they fulfilled more out of a willing 

" n,i'.ulc,i]u-n ihcy had heard generally commanded. For that wlji.hwaifaKl 

' i) tiic yor.^-:nan ; G'se 4riJ ftl aI ih4t w/;/J; then IjaH , ami gtut tt to /brfwr, 

" a>(t ^^.»4 iUli h^ue d frc^furt m h(tu(n ; artii cswe dnd fJLw ine , washy fitcial 

" aJiiiCc fp )Un lo a few more pcrfc6 . net gcr.ciallyio al , for if ii had bttn 

" a j;c[i(.ial c.tnnund binding al,it were a (innc to poflillc anii thing in thij 

w' rlvl i biu it is one thing which hulic Scripture comniandfthalin^;cntfal, 

■ ai.,1 Ji» ri:.c: ihing uhith is fpccially required of the pcifca , and tlicufore 

*■ u ch rca:on ihcy arc no: fubic(fi to the general ludgcmci.t , who in -hdf 

" ii;;- hj-:c ,or.c bcvcmd the general iVecci ts. F<.r as they arc nt.t inJgt'ani 

• ct jc.i.f) , who by petfwa{i.)nof Infiddidc contcmnc the Law , fo mc; 

' 'itic not iudgcJand yctraignc,who by pcifwaiim ofl'ictie hanc proHtcd be* 

Nond ihcgencralcou^mandmcntsoftheDiuine Law. 

10. Venerable Ktde { an approucd and learned Amhour) isnottobf 
oniittcJ. lie dirouifingof ihispromilcofourvSauiourin ?. A7^//^«w,ofwliich 

^^ rhancoftcnfpokcn,ra>thin ihii manner ; A inflrewardiihat they, \vi»ofoc 
" Chi.a contemned hcec the gltrie of iiunjanepiefcnnenr, ihr.idd iiicie,gJo- 
'' vifycd by '. Iniil , fit as luJgcs in fj ecial commifTion with hiu). And let no 
" man ihin!;,ihatowly the twtluc AuoUlcs Hial then be ludges ,btcauft,ahcr 
" tiic fal of ludas , S. hUtihidi ^Yas cliofen in his roomc ; as there be nc t onjjr 
" tv\tluc Tiibcs to be iudgcd : for els the Tribe of Lttti , which is ihcthir- 
" tccnih, Ihould fcapevniudged; and S.VavI^ who is ih« thiricenih Apcftlf, 
"" shonld be dcpriucd ofhis place of Indicaturc ; whereas he fiiyth : Dot y* 
" ««/ t'^-iow iluf TPe thai iud^e ihe .4n«tli :- For wc muft know that al they ,in« 

' accciding ta the example of the Apoftlcs , hauc left al ihey had,and»oi- 
" l-.wcd Chiin , shal come witii him as ludgcs , as al man-kind is to W 
^ iudgcd. For becaufe hy the number of Twelue in holie Scripture the f,f* 
*' nitalitic is often fi^jnifycd, therefore by the iwclueScates of the ApofllcJ'p 

' gcncraluie t falthcmihat shal iud-e, andby rhe twelue Tribes ofluacl"'^ 
j,cntTalit;eofi!ic«i thatshalbc iudgetl, iscxprelTed vnto vs. - r C \ 

11. The tellimonicof ^. Ihowdi \n this matter ( Ife being the chiffcfinf 

Diuincs y-tnuft needs fvvay nnidi. lie therefore h (o confident , that m 

p;>wcr of ludicaturc is piomikd to EuangcHcal Poueriic , that vponi 

cMiincncitnf liusicward hcgrcundahan argumcntto pvouc, howcxccHcn 

a thifJij Vsf'dz^ut itfclf tr.tilt tccdci be > aird moicoucrtcaclutb ^pon » 



OF A R. ■ t 1 « 1 O V S ST ATE. Lih, 1 1. Cmj>, xVlL >87 

fiime ground, that Secular people ought to beftow their almcs rather vjh d 
Religions peopb, then vponinicoihers^to the end they may ccmply \vitu 
thccotninandmcnc of ourSauiour ; bccaufc Religious people hauc power ,, 
to reccaue thcra into the eternal Manfions./'»y(f2yth he ) thty \I:aI band, a ^r /''l!^ 
yeit')Om^,S, jintonmui ( another great Diuinc ) is of the fame opinion , and i,,. V. i. '' 
confirmcth it morcouer wiihthat faying out oi lob: He ^tutthiiKitjment 19 iht i,^, ,/-. ^, 
fme. To v\ liich fentence 5". Gttzorie adileth this reafon , becaufe ( fnyb U) j^^^, ,^ 
the more contemptible they were to the world through their great humi- mor.xi :<. 
Iitie,they grew then to 1 higher preeminence of powrr , recea«in;; Scatcs of - 
Judicature. Wc may addc b\ jinftlme , who in one of his EpilUcs wiitctli -i.,.^nr,:mt 
thus; Our Lordcounfcleththofe, that wilbe perfc«i^, to leaue aland follow ^f "• 
him i he alfo pfomifcth thofe that do leaue al and follow him , that they 
ihalfitinludgement.iudging the twelue Tribes cflfracl. DutS". Bein4r(l{UA\\ 
both m)ft eloquently and fwccily after his wonted manner apply that of rhc " 
rfalme to Religious men : TlHtr ludiet are [vCAlloWed-vp nc4re ynto tie roil{ ; ^'^ '^^•^* 
dcliueringthat they shal not only be ludgcs with the Rock , which is c hiiU, (^ j\,rn.ud 
hut fo vpright, that laying afiJe al feeling of compiflion , they wil be at r^m 8. 
ihji time mindful only of luftite , according to the example of the Souer jignc 1^'« hil'iiai, 
luJgc himrelf,fw allowed- vp and wholy turned into a diff)ofition of doing 
Iuflicc,aHdimitatit)gtherin thehardnesofthe Rock, to whome they arc fo 
DCJrcly Jinked ; hauing forfaken al other things , mcerly to follow and to 
ckauc vnto it. For this ( /uv//; /><) is that which, when Veier asked what they ^ 
tliouldlauc, the Rock itfelf made anfwcr : Ton sift ihdl (it wdi^h^ the iwhic .. 
Tu':entf Iftdtl. O fauouroffamiliaritie! O hei^th of honour ! O priuilcdge - 
ff confidence ! O prerogatiue of perfc(5l fecuritie ! For what can be mo'rc .> 
dreadful, what can be imagined fuller of great anxietie and exccfliue care. ; hen ^ 
to ftand before that terrible Tribunal to be iudgcd, expecting the llil-vnccrtain .. 
fauciKCof fo rigourous a ludge? As fomc mens /innes, fo doubtUs fome .. 
mens ;;ood endeauours are fo apparent before the Iudgement,that as they way- .» 
ij»g for t heir fentence fink inflantly intohelby the weight of their ctime->, fo ., 
thcfc contrary wife mount vp without anic contradidion , in ful libcriic of ». 
f^irit , to the feates prepared for them. HappieisthcvoluntariePouertie, my .. 
Lord //:'^^,ofthofethat hauc forfakcnal,& followed thee. Doubtlesamoll .» 
blcllcdPonertie, which makes men fofccure,yea fo glorious in that fo hi- » 
dc(»usadinoluiionofthe elements, fofcateful a trial of defcrtt, fo doubtful an „ 
cxj^cvlbtion of ludgement. „ 

I .And els-wherc the fame Saint difcour/ing at large Of extolling the greatncj s. ntmtri 
ofihisdigniticand preferment, giuethalfothcreafon, why Religious people /Jr. £«»»»*. 
aSjucal others are rewarded in this kind. For wheras (fdjthhr) Pouertichath 
two incommodiiics , which accmpanie it, to wit.contemptiblenes. and toyJc ^^Y Y**" 
and labour, GDd hath wuhreafonappointed.that in regard of their former la- p"*"'5 
oours, they should fit 1 In regard ot the contempt they fu tic red , they should iwcwltdci 
oc endued with fo great a power , that if a man were greedie of pleafure , hp with fo 
n»i^fu third after tiiat torrent of pleafurcs; if he were dcfirous ofgloric, lie grc*tdig- 
"^ighi rather ayme at this true and incomparable gforie ; and thereforefluiet ""'*• 
^vithouf pcrtuibaiion is promifcd vs in the Seate$,& preheminece of honour in 
tiic power ofludicatute.VponwlMch ground he CHlargeihhimfelf in dtclaifrg 
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• the filoric of this protnifc , and bow much this aignuic doth oiiijjirjr 
. norldlie titles and ptcfetmcnti. What fccular honoot ( fsjth /« ) ctJbe 

> thought of , which is not bafc in comparifon of Co great aprchemincflcc? 
' For they arc to fit ludgcs with Chrift , not vpon one citcic,or people; or 
' counircy , but vpon the whole world. They flial not only iudgenjen,but 
. Angels. They, I fay , who difdaining and blowing afide the vapour oiftljji 

> prcl'ent gloric , which fliincth for a while , haue preferred tlie reproach of 
' Chrid bcfc :c aJ titles of honour^ Bt not dfrayd , joh lifile fltcli, btuu^t i\ imh 

> o'tjffJ ymt I trier fopuejfoiniKingd^me, The decree is made, which (halnci be 
. vo^d , the fcntencc ftands vnchangcablc •, finally your Lord hath fworoe, 
' anil it wil not repent him. ^men I fay vnto you, that you that haue followed 
' nic , in the regeneration , when the Sonne of man flial ficinthcSeatcofliii 

• .Maicftie.youalfo flial fie ludgcs. What can be more glorious? LetthcSonncs 
' of Piide fit now with their King that hath chofcn the fide of the North j L« 

• thctn iudgc,andbepreiudicate. O vnhappie ambition, which knovvcthoot 
' howtoafi'iieiogrcAtthingSjbutfeckethtorifcby ttifics ,and failcthofihat 

> which is great indeed ! They loucthcfirflfcarcs, which as vniimdic figiwH 
. quick! V faJ. Tlicy therefore that loue the fiift feates , let them bewareiheyfaiie 

> not of the fecond, and they that chooft: to fit at board in the firit place, begin 
. not wiih fiamc to take the laft. Ton ihalfr , fay tii he , ypon nvtlt4e fcam,miiui 
, fit twelue I'nies of Ifr/eL Thefefcatcs heforefaw , who faydofthehcauenlic 
, Cittic: There faieStdftsinludgmtnty Seaiti ypon the haufeafDAMul, There doubt. 
, les.nothcere. Forthisisthefpfcialglorie of the Perfc<5t, to be eminent euen 
, among the faithful, and to haue precedence of ludiciaric power cucn before 
, othersthatshalbcfaued jthat.accordingtothc VCAlmCyfheymaj/ fit ypon thtbtitli 
, of D4uid. What miferic is it, that man should be fo negligent as to flccpc wbea 

lie hcareih the word df fo great a promife ? 

n, Thusdoth S. Birnar d ad\mc this prcrogatiueofa Religious (late; and 
witlial that men being fogrccd'c of vaine and nckic and tranfitorie honour in 
this world , fccke not after this fo true and fo hi'^h a prefernicnt , as to becom- 
panions with Chrift himfelf the Sonne of God , in fo noble and glorious an 
a/iionjin the view not of one Cittic or Kingdome, but abfolutly of al mw 
».hatarc,oteucr\vcre,or fljalbc,aad ofmnumcrablc multitudes of Angch* 

Of/hcglorie, ^vhich Regions people shalhatie in lUnmn. 
CHAP. XVIII. 

^^ HO VGII tl»c nloric of this aflion, of which I hauedifcouP* 
^; fed in the precedent Chapter , be fo great, ihatalPiincclic power 

i^'ij and j'Jotic layd to;;eathci-, is no wayos to be compared \\iih»i 
^:^ vet the glorie , which Religious people shal eni.7 in heaucn,i« 
^^ farre aboue ir. lor ihcirludiciaticp.)werisbut temporal :tncif 
j;loiic i 11 hcaucn is cternal;thc firfl is but an honour done outwardly vnto iwni, 
iliis fccond is inwardly fikcdin their fuulc j which wc shal the better vndcr* 
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7r.r.A tfweconfider,ihat(a$ Fayth doth teach vs ) though the bliflc eucr- d|„„, 
i&oftheSaints.beonethinglnalofihern confiftinginihe clear fightofj^^,^ 

ha Good, in which al good is con.prchended to wit , the vncb.ngcable tl. c 
El cneeofiurG d , yet^here be diucrs& very different degrees of fcmg .f, ^^ ' • 
f^Si G.r^'r'rrpeaLhinthcfewords:Beca«fcinthishfcthcrisdifferetKe V^ 

„ rwoVksrdoubtlesinthcothertherwilbediftinaioofhonoursj&asonc ^^^ ' 
Labouc another in merit, foonc shal (urpalfe another in the reward Wiiere- .. 
fofefcing the incqualitic there. Procccdeihmcerly outcf the incqualitip hccr ,, 
cfmericinthislifc,ifvveshewchatthecourfcofaRcl.giousl.femtlus world 
doth furnish them with farre mote commodhic and plentieofmenthccr,it\\i ., 
becafily granted, thatihcirtewardthcre^inuft needs be farre more plentiful „ 

alfo in the world to come. re 

iFirftthercfote,thisStatcdoth afford farre moieabundantoccafionotcxer- Morcrc- 

dlioRvertue.thcn a Secular life, and of values more fin-uhr and more he- cafinnsrt 
roical. For in the world , abodie feldome hapnethvpcncccafionof domg ^^^.t^^^^^^^^^ 
oood,vnleffehebecarefulinfeckingit:Religiousperplelaucdaylieoccarions ,^^^^t.,^^j^^ 
at homejfor boththcic Inftitute,and their Rules, and their Su| ctiours and .^.^.ui. 
ehcirCompanions,al andeuetiethingthat isinhoufeuiththcm, n..n.(tieih 
them occafions of vertuous anions , and indeed tin uft eih them vpon them and 
requireih them at their hands. And as the work of a carpenter oraf^m.th, i« 
wholy in wood or iron , bccaufc his att is in handling ihofc materials ;fo the 
works of Religicus people is Vertue . and they arc al day employed in the in- 
ward and outward exercifestlierof. Whetin not only ouv owne dehre and 
deui ut endeauour doth help vs , but a kind of neceflitie of domg wel , haumg 
tyed outfclues locettain Rules & orders .which compel vs in a manner f ome- 
times to pray , fomeiimcs to rcadc , fomciimes to employ ourfclues in hun;b.e 
oflices,f.mctimesinchatiiableaaicnstowaidsourncighbourifothar,thoiigli 

wc would nor,we cannot but doe wel. And cucrie day and eueric how er bcm- 
ful of iLcfe vertuous pradifcs , it iseafic to fee to what a fummc the ixckoning ^ ^^ 
wil at laft amount. To which purpofe it is recorded that Avdus ."iJrAnoi his ^^ 'V 
Con.panion.wasvvonttofay : if the tiuer of Tybcr should haue ftood and 
the water been ftopt, Nvhich was wont to haue his coutfe ; he w vvouhl 11 haue ^ 
been fvvollcn by thistimc? Not only fo manic yeares as it hath already hadh.s 
coutfe, butafcwdayes would be enough to make it of a Riucr a great Sea. 
The like wc may fay c,f Religious people continuing dayly and howerly in 
tenuous adions , and day and night labouring 10 muUiphc them i what an ^ 
f ncrcafc of gloiie,&heape ofcrownes muft they needs gather togeather at Ialt^ ^^^^^^ .^ 
I. Poucrtic morcouer is of iiftlf a lining foumaine t f went . by rcafon ot ^^ j^,^^^; 
thct!a>lictroubies and incrmmoditiis which It biingeih.the fuftcringNV herot j|j.„^c 

d.uh infiaitly enrich a Soule. And Obtdicncc is no Icffe . the Icaft and meaneft 
kind (fworks being by mcancsihctot oftimes morcpleafingtoGcd,ihtnla.rc 
trcater works vndcriakcn of our ounc accord and fancie. A Religious lite 
ihcrffureconfifting wholy vpon Obedienrt; and al kind of a6 urns great 
& littlr,beinff ruled by ir,(mveric diet and llcepc and vecication andfuch likf^ 
nho wil be able to fay . to what an inf^nit ireafiirc it wd co-ne at length > 
1'-/W,M(aMonk,and Regiftcrofihcaifticnsofaiicient Monks w h.ch him- ■?M^nt, 
fclf hadfccni wiiteihof hiiulVif^ihaibcingtroubUd in mind as thinking wnh 
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Iiimfclf that he IcaJ but aa idle and vnprofitablc life in his chamber , he wcot 

tothatfatnousM4C«rii»iof ^/fX4f;</f/4,who(i$hewasfulofihcfpirltofGo4l 
vndcrftanJinghisgricf/ayavntohiin: ^/«^vfri/^ji tboui^hts, th*tf$rttifS4i,i^ 

'• ( hrifl thou f'^rtptll tht fourt xfjUti of thy Cf /;i;iuing vs to vndcr ftatl, how nicritoriom 

tlic\vork8ofallcli;iousmaiiarc,\vl.cnvacanciefromalvvorkfortlicbueof 
c;oJ and for tlic pcrFoimancccf his wil, is not to be accounted idleorvnfrujt 
fu!. 

4 What flial we fay of the humilltic of a Religious courfc , which doubt, 
ll.iaiilltie. Ics i$ ai;rcat;^Ioric vntoit ? For the fayini; and promifc of our Sauiour muft 
ncccflarily be fulfilled : t'ueriecnc fhdt hhmbUtblwnftlf^ shA beexdlted, Whichjf « 
be to be vndcrftood alfo of them that inwardly in their miad ate humble , ani 
think meanly of thcmfclucs, nnich more doth it agree to them that areooj 
only humble in mind , but hauechofcnan humble manner of liuing fane fronj 
al jridcandoftcntation, pcrfcucring morcouer in perpetual poucrtic, which 
in mens opinon is the bafcll and mod dildaigncful ftate of al, It is reafon there 
f.Mcthcy ilnuld be exalted in hcauen, fcing they hauc fo much abafcd thcitw 
fclucsliccroncartli. 

5. Oiu Siuiourdiih alftiput Religious peoj^lc in good hope by this oihcr 
fjying: He/h^t mhiijhtih tome ^ lei htm fellow mr^cr wherel am,theftUf hiiHhtihtt 
r< my minfltr. Now among tlic ftruants ofChrift there be manie diflfcrcncet, 
l\)i as Kingsanil Piiiiccshaucmanic fhbicc'ts, and al of them owcfomcdmic 
to hi:ii,but the name of the King's fciuant doth proj-erly folh-w them, diat 
Jiuc in lioureluid with liie King, and are readic at a cal and at a bcck,andhaue 
no (.thcibiilincsbut the King's: So al Chiiftians may be called, andarc.thc ' 
fduants of Cljiifl; , but they that hauc left their ovvne hcufes and i^ofTcflionSj 
and bciakciulunii'clues into ihc hoiifcof God, to attend whuIyanJ only to 
hiv afliiiics, fjia\ molhruly and moft properly challcngethis Prerogatiue, 

6. VVhcrofRcligioiis people rcapc another commoditie (which Ihaucfpo- 
lanof more at laigcbcfi re) to wit, that fciiig the bufines which thry han- 
dle iv God's , and not their owne ; by occafion of the ftate itfclf in which chcjr 
aic,thcy inayfarit nunecallly andthc morecfftdually direct al their aftions 
to God anJ gt)od ends, in which thegrcatcft pait(<four merit doth confift. 
r.r vnlcllc a man wil be wilfully euil , and defraud his maiftcr f f his fcruice, 
as a iuu;;luic fciuantdoth liimofhismoncy , and employ it in otiiervfcsimoft 
ofthe works which a Religious nun doih , of thenifelues doe tend to God; 
<ithcrsmay bcealily giiiJcd to ihcfamc end, with fmil induftrieand laboufi 
wi.ic.'iworksG.'da.cei tcth,ac:"<nowlev'ging them tobcdoneforhisrake,and 
ic,-.ards them with libcial rev. ard ; anJ bcnig multiplred in that manner as 
tiicy arc, th?y nnif} nccdsbring a man a-n infinittrearmcandmallcofgloric in 
ilu- 1 kiocomc.Ofu'hiJi.'jonc ?. /5.//7<!ircouvfini!, bringcluGod, asitvvcrc, 
(,ca!;jngtj the volun/aic r.mnichs, fiic.h as hauc bound thcmfelues to liuc 
ciullly Vow ,a.uiriytlitlMj?:For a m ntal name, 1 wil giue them the name 
of immortal Aii'^^els, which (lial net be taken from them ,they ft)al haue hca- 
uenaMdi}icch(.\c(ft part thci f to dwcl in , to wit , my ou nc houfe, and 
dviclling witiiinmy wallcs, they flial not only partake rf the nature of the 
An:',c'>,and..l tlir i^loiicof tlicir perpetual fucccflion , being thcmrchicsrufh- 
cicntiyaldejofounJ afuctcfrion of their owac in the life eternal j butthtr 
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'flialhaucaohon.'urablcandan eminent place among the An;,els,ftiuia name 
which fl»l ncucr faile in legard of the fi'lcndour of tl.eir rave \ crtue. 

7. S hhn C/;o7'"/^««»rpcaking of the r»ii>c glojic in his third Booke againft 
the Dif|.rayfcrsofaMona(licallifcTayth in iliisma~nncr : Wl at then skaluc 
fay : may not he l^c faucd ihnt hath a wife and h.>iilc-liold > lirll there is not 
only oncw^andmeancstobefaucd, butmanic di crcnt wa)cs, which our 
Sauiour gining v> to vndcrlland lay ih , that /hire be n<4nit wat.Ji.m m ti.thouft of 
lilt la'hiri and S,fnnl when he icllcth vs, that one is the biightnes cf the 
funne, another of the moone , another of the ilarici : that is , otlitis flial Ihine 
like the funnc ^others like the njoonc , andothcrs like the llarrcs. Cojilider 
therefore wcl what flt-ps of honour and mcriiihou mufllcaue abouc ihcc, if 
thou (loop fromthcgrcatiKsofthvSunnetothelcad and luwell ftarrc. Thus 
fpeakcs S.lohnChryfuflufi ,aildingnjoreouer tl)atn)endeale their buhncs in this 
kind but vnworthily and wiih great difadiianicgcto ihcn\fclucs j inicgaid 
ihatifihcy aymeataplaceat C oiut, thev wil endcauour to get the IcU and 
nioll h(jnourablc , and be as ncavc aiui as dcaic to the King as they can pi Ihbly 
be: but it being in their choice to be Ci urtiersand Souldicrs of licaiicn, as he 
fpcakcih, they areneucra wliit f rric nor giieucd , ifilicy li^lt \ponti/C lait 
place, atid bjthc very hinu'ir.ollof al. Andlicrepeateth iho fauic in the latter 
cijJofhisraydI^uokc,andcnilcauoiusto beateit into vs, faying that th(,i)|,h 
we were certain of our faluation , yet we (hould flriue for the fiift plate in 
heaucniasinalnjatchesiliatarcmaJe, it is afliamc to come behind. But Se- 
cular people, fx) ih lie . Ihal fbnd in the laft place, fnppohngihcy be able to 
breakc through tlic rubUs whiih the World doth lay in their way, wiiiiii 
notwith(landin::isvcry hardt^rdifiicult.Cantliercbethcrforeafooliflierthin'.', 
thentoth olc to icmaync behind wiil^thclaft , w hen a man may (Icp-vp io 
hi;.;h, asto lool:c the vciy Ani'tls intheface? Tiui". fpeakcs 5". /o/;.' f (»)/'(/' /y» 
inthatpiace. Pot in hisoiher Treatife ,wiicre he eompartth a Monk with a 
Kin;.;, he fayih fmihcrthus : After tliis life wc Ihal bihold aMonck takcn-vp 
j;!.>rii>us in tlie light ofal in the cluudcs,to mcete.Cluill in ihcayre,rcrcmbling 
liiiGaptainc , the beginner of tliis foueraignc kindoflifc, and Authourofal 
Vert ;c. But a King though he I. aiic gnuemed his Kini^domc with lufticcand 
iiite ritic, flial not withAandingliaiic ale He degree of faluation, and lellcgloric. 
All! if he hauc not bthaued liiinfclf wd, whocancxprcllc the mifcrie which 
you llul fee him endure, fcoichcd u ith that fire ,flcad with thofc wi)ips,and 
piiiiid>idwithth< fetoiments, which r.cithct tongue can declare, not can in 
thcinfclucs bo al idden. 

B. And vve may aJdc one thin;' more, w Inch manie learned men doe auouc If; 
to V. ir, that Religious people shal not only cnioy an etnircnt place in the 
v;loitc '.\ hich isconnnon to al , as we haue declared , but .'dial hauc a particula*- 
Laurel or garland ( as Diuincs doc teanne it , and define it to bo m) Accidental 
i'^yaJded oner and aboue the r.lfer.tialicward ) manifcllly to bcfccninfomc 
pauicular gloric of their bodies, in tcllimonic of foinc noblo and heroic*! 
ad atthieucd. As we (cc in common-wealths that arc wcl goucrncl; al arc 
kept to their dutic by certain gcnevnl rewards and punislimenis ; bcliJes 
w!iich general rewards fur tl at which is go«)d ,, rhero be coitaiiiC pc» 
<iijliar rewards for hcroical a<^ioi>i : as if a fouldicr had done anic Ipccial 
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cx^loyt, befidcshif ortlinaricpcnfioi), he was tnciencly rtwardcdwiih Irt? 
ci Coroncc , oi Lautcl, or iriumphant Chaiiot , according vmo thecnr / 
in which he had Jhcwcd IjIs valour ,- So in hcaucn, befidesthc cflcmialf '^ 
due to al good dccds,thcrc be certain bonours^as wcmay cal them Sc ds ' i 



ictompcnces for Virgins, and Alanyrs,&Dc(Souis,ashauing very cini j 
ih?*vcUthcirvalour,& gone away with/ini^ular victories oucr the Fl^nilJi' 
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ail J ccafe not to docgreat goodco their Ncighbour,as Dodours i andinrw J 
oFfhe manic croll'cs they endure, ftand in lb ncarc a degree co Martyrj a I 
iiaucihcwedjandthougli ihcre were nothing elt, hauc vttcrlyfci the vVorU 
and alvvorldlic things at luught, and liued perpetually in fo gicat a conKoK 
of it.asvvefee; which no man can denyc but that it is one of the noblcftaiS 
moft heroical aftions , w hich a man can performc in this Iife,3nd conrcqueml 
may worthily dcfcruc a lingular reward , and,as the holic Scripture fixakcth' 
5-f.f. 17. (**tneoReofthtinr(c(4nef}ointl)ehAniio) God 4 {in^domeofgiQht, Andddudrntli 

i), Tlicgveatncs of this glorie.which attends vpon Religious people hath 
been diucrs timet llic wed to manic , and once in pai ticular to a ceitain Nouice 
« iS. /M/Jci) his Older, and made great impreffion in him as inrcafonit might 
'I he b-.2;thcn of Religion fccming vnto him very heauie,and being morcouet 
forcly tempted by rhc Diuel , he was vpon the point of ycalding , and bcwa 
to hatboui vnwcrihic thoughts of returning to the world . but was cured by 
ihi;1icaucnlicicmedie.Onenightashepa(IcdihrouL;htheChurch,bowcliinc 
his liead and h.s bodie to adore the lilcHcd Sacrament as he u cnt b) it, m ihc 
veric inllant he was inaRapt, andhad this Vi/ion: Hcfaw alongramkof 
people paffing by him clad al alike; their garments were white ; their facci, 
&thcn hands,andfccte,didlhinc like the funnci they went ( as hetliouglit) 
ingreathaaeandioyto mcctc, and embrace, and entertayne a certain gucft, 
tha: was newly come among them. And being much allunilhcd with ihij 
iight lie asked one of the companic, whatal this was ;and it was anfwered 
him.thatthcywereFrancifcan.Friarsihatwcregoingtoaccompanlcaccrtain 
man cf their Order into Heaucn,ihat was Bcw ly dcparted;that they ihemfclucj 
iiiicd al ofthcm.nHcaucn in great gloric & happines; and ihat the h( nour 
rhhat wl.iic garment was particularly grai;tcd them in lieu of the Habit cf 
Religion , whichthcy did v\caie on carch ; thcglorie of their bodies for the 
mo inmodmcs, which they had /ulVercd in it ; of which glorie he Ihould be 
partakcr.ifhcrcnaincdhrmcandcinlbntinihccourrc he had begun ;\vhi£li 
al ciwards heea/ify ea<ctcd. being fo encouraged with this Virion . that he 
nci:craFcr hadanic wandiingthoughtsataj. 

10. Which Viiion i\i\h\^m vs moicoiicr in mind of another haprincsind 
particulari. y , which Rcji-irus people dial haue m hcaucn . by the con- 
t» uric and 11 ceting oh mj.rc ( f the fame Order and Rclii^i. n togcaiher For 
^ asti.e trop, which this man (aw, doth giue vs to vndcrlhnd ) WC mud 
t^mkyhat nlKaienthcreisakueialdiltinaplaceforeuericRehViousOfdet 
tobei;.,io s huh jiaceal that aiccf the fame Order doe prercnily repayre, 

fo 
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fofoone as they arriuc in hcaucn.which cannot but giueeuericonc new nat- 
ter of glorie and gladncs. For if in this world it be fo ioyful a thing to meecc 
with our Dretberen, fcconucrfc with thofcof ourowncOrdcrandlnaitute, 
in re 'ard of thcloue which is betwixt vs j there can be no iJoiibt , but that in 
hcaucnthisioy wil bcfarrc greater, \v heir our louc ihalbemorefcrucnt.and 
al perfeifiions cf Nature and Grace more cinincnt,without anie mixture of vice 
or impcrfcdion j and withal moft apparent to eueric one , beholding 
them before our eyes as in a criftal-glalfe ; which as they wil eitcefliuely 
cncreafe our loue, Co alfo the eternal fweetnes of our louing conuerfation. 
Wherefore it is certain, that to be continually in that Bleilcd companic, and 
ourfcluestobcablcnccJ part thcrof, muft needs be an in fin it happines, fane 
"rcater then we hcer can either conceauc or belicue. 

of the Ant'tquitle ofKeligtof^ courfes \ and pr/ilmv they were 
frefgured in the Old Law, 

C H A P. XIX. 

E are now to difcourfe of another kind of dignitie belonging 
to a Religious ftate. For that, of which wc haue hitherto fpo- 
ken, though doubtleflc it be the chiefeftandmofttobe cllce- 
nied , as being founded vpon the plentie and rarenes of the Vcr- 
tucs which concurreinit.theconiun^ion and fimilitudc with 
Cod, and the rewards and honour, which in the lifctocomeitexpcc^cth-.yet 
it is partly fpiritual, and concealed within vs ; partly alfo not prefcnt, but long 
to come hctrraftcr ; and confequcntly the glorie and fplcncfour then f lyeth 
open only to the eyes of God , and to thofc^thrt hauiug their foules enligthned 
with I. is foucraignc light, are withal enabled to make a true eftimate of thcfc 
fpiriiual things, who certainly are but few, and in a manner none in compari- 
fon of iherelii for (as the Wife-man fayihjo/'fjo/f J, f/t»i»»)6fr«i»^>i//. Where- i 
fv re to the end that fo rare and fo excellent a thingfliould not be hidden from 
the moll part of men , God hath enriclicd it with other graces and ornaments, 
fo|'lavne andconfpicuoustobefecnof al that the rudeft fort cannot be igno- 
rantofthem. Nowmw, fayth our Lord, dofbl$i^ht 4 candle 4ndfHt ityndtr 4 bu^htl^ ■' 
kht ^pon thec4ndU{lHk,y ih4f it »»4v giue h^ht f« 4I ih4t be in the houfr. And that 
Nshich he fayd,he did,for he hath not placed this light of R eligion in den nes tc 
caucs of the earih , but in the publick view of the woild, into which h* 
brought it, to enlighten the datknesiherof; and hath beftowcd fuch hi:>hfa- 
uurs vpon it. that it doih not only march (iJeby fide ^vith the Nobilitieof 
•he world, but goes farrebef<He it, cdcn for the things whichihe wcrlddoth 
nv)It of al efteemc and pi izc. For w hcreforc is it that Families, and Ci:itcs, and 
\v hatfreucr Comianies or Corporat ions , are cftccmed honourable in the cyei 
"ffiiPHjbut for the antiquitie (f their Handing ordefcent, the number and 
W'jrih of their fubicds, their noble aifts atchicucd , and deriucd to the notice 
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ofothcisby common fame, andfuclilikcoihcnhings, which.aslfayd ^ 
inchc woild accounted glorious ? Ofal which a Religious Aatc isfoabnlv 
claiuly furnished, that humane Pride hath ^ot uhcrof to extol and b(aft 
itfcU\ nor ante iliini; indeed, which can be cVm parable to this trueaodfo. 
lidCiloric. Whcifoic \vc wil bcftow fomt Icauf s in dircuurfin^ofthcfcor, 
naimntsjanii hi it wcuilfpcakc of the Aniiquitic of Rcligionl For thougi 
foravc ancxcclkncic of cmiocnt veitue \va^ to be rcfciucd to the times of 
the Cia.jlpcl.ind tor the Sonne of God himfclf to bring downc from hcaucn, 
thole f^rii.n A;;cs ( whicluhc Apwllle comparcih to the childhood of ihi 
world , beiaiiTc thv Law brought nothing to pciftction ) not being capa. 
b'c o(C-> much Ipiritual pcifcdion, Co raicvcp.ac, 1 fay , beir.gto bcrcfcruti 
to[hcft»h]Cs(.f .irncsanilgracebcdov.cJ vpcn vsby Christ Iesvj 
( ur Saiii. jur , ) ct it is no fnial honour and ^loiit for it , that it is Co plainly ani 
fuc^; telly prcH^^urcdin ihe Old Law. 

1. riill///.f.' wa^a liuclic pattcinc of thi;courrc,Iiuin;4 without wife, c[ 
cihi.Ircn,orfa'iiilic, achjft and hnic life, and continiiin..: in it, iiuhacp ucf. 
lic.cliat his ;.;nnuir. is cxj) relied to hauc been a (u-It oflcatlyrr, and that hcie- 
tcawcti hii julicnantcinafnanncr ( falmc<;, f^nictinvjs b) a widJoWjfomcii. 
n.fs by nicai-.c-x i aciovv. ///V^ ^vas cneuf lu. tliicf dikiplcs, anJrcfcnt. 
b!cd iiinini.)(lii) thecouifeoflife uhitli he had lined i and bcir.g iiaii;(dl'-v 
him toihisfnineofPcrfcaion, he pvtfcntly foifonl-.c hisfaihct'sIauJs and 
cattle which he was following, yea his patents, am! hourt-hoM , ;jiuing R> 
li_;ir-u$ jKoplclo long-befotc a rare example, hosv convai^ioufly they ate to 
luiiukr aiihtretlHni^sforthcloucotCn k i s t, 

^. Tlie S«ni-.c'i,asthcy called them, of the Prophets , were tnenthatvn. 
dci the coudu<^tanddifciplincofthcrctw«i, whiclil hane nanicJ, didprofillc 
and foil. Nv a in >rcicrfciit kind of life then others in thofc daycs. Forthcrpf- 
ricks wliicli /j/i-rw i-j reeordc«l to haiie wroui;ht at their rcquvil, in Healing if 
t .c w atcrsand in S'wcetning the bitterneflc of tlie pot, and in Multii'lyingtlie 
bui I u hit ii was to fcrue them al, doth fiillicicntly teftifie, that they ucrcfc- 
piratcd from ihc icft of the (liildrcn of Ifracl , and liued in Conmun i iclc- 
jitadicr. And v,i may gather that tlicy litieii a fin-Ielifc, bccaufcwt d'"cnci 
hndanic mc:i(.n of anic wife orcliildrcn wliichtiicy had, and indeed v.itlulKm 
they could n c haue lined in common. linally it appearcih fu fticieni ly tliit 
ihcy Hucdm ('>bedicncc; bee aufc as A//?//^; returned fum beholding the taking 
vp i I- i.i.ji int(, tiic ayrc,they a! meeting l)iH),iVl downe on their faecs,3ndaJi.- 
K i hi:n,as wehn linlu»lic.Scrij.tnic;3si{ were, profclling by this<^ut\varil f;- 
iMjcori'jutrc«.ic,:hat what (Obedience tlicy yeaidcd before to lliaf ^thcduTQ 
thcv wtic riadictoycaldtohin). V\ hcjupon S.lltcrewe doth wiihrealunftilc 
al til )*t',wiiich 1 hauenamedjMonksofiheold Tcnamc4if,&.' in anoihcrpI»<^« 
le Ji >ntni; himfclf among ihcmjie fasth thus:Our beginner waS'i-/MS^"V*' 
wasourc.our leadc; « vvctc the Sonnes of the Prophets. And l(iilo)U in li'$ 
Boi.kt- oi iuUli4ltn»tl(Jljnei C:i\ th the latnc thing,alinoll in ihefeif^anc wou'tv, 
an ! caiiech /./rf^and /:/*r^tMt,nndchcrcn of the Prophets, Aiithrurs^f Monks, 
vv! h wh..::Ar wcina/ranck cU,'iM/f faying, that the beginnings of Mfnaftical 
piolvllion V, ere ioundcd by them. 

4. tJut none in«he Old Law doc more nenre atwl more pliynly rcfenjblc Rf- 
I'^iouk [ evpl:, d'.cn the Naiaicansi andMl ihc u hole Ccccnii iiic w lji<-h ^'^ 
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vfcd tboiic them. For which rcafon S. Ctt^orie NA\'dn\en in ilie Oration u hich 't f 7:^''" 
he made in the prayfc of 5". /}4/i/,doth cal al Religious, our Nazarcans. And ofi'i^ul. 
S.lhmdi deliuereth.that the Nazareans, which were wont iiithcOld Law <i>m S.fi,/: 
tobcfanaificdjdid fignific thofc that afpire to the heighih ofal Perfection; ^-Tho. .1. 
and doth learnedly conclude therupon, thataV;w is neecffarie to a flaic of '?*'^* '^• 
Pcrfc«:;Hon, They did thctcforc much refemblc our kinds of Inftitutc , in 
regard they were confccrated and fandified to God , as we j and wholy dedica- 
ted thcmfelucs to the feruicc of God, obliging theniftJues thcrunto by Vow. ^'"" ^* 
But we goefarre beyond them i becaufethey mod commonly ftood not obli- 
ged for their whole life, but for fome certain time, lonr^er or fliorter as they 
itjou^lu good, Our obligation is perpetual i They abilained from fome certain 
things onlviwcw holy forfakcal vvoridlicdiings. But the la wes,&: ceremonies 
prcii-ribcdby God cancel ning them, reprefenting in figure diucts Rcli.,i(;us 
piaaiccs,doemoftapparantly lay before vs, both thelikenes andtheditfciccc, 
which i> betwixt them and vsiand by the fliaddow of thcfetatnal things, \\c 
niiy caHly difcouer the perfedion of this fpiritual ftaic. 

5. I irfttl)crefore,theyaremofliUi(5lly obferuant in abflayning from wine, 

Sk lider, 5c whatfocuerllckout that might make ti>emdrin^k. 9. /i;acmfiakcch [I'^,'^.'''^^f 
V, inc to be w hatCoeuer may inue* glc our vnderftanding;to w it, the louc of anic Iir- N.iVa- 
tJithlic ihing I'or as no man loueih drunkcnncs in itfelf, but the wine, w hich rca-n a;)- 
vJicnhetakcthoucr-largely makethhimdrunkj&thcpleaf.intncsofittoour I*''""'' .''* 
rallcjdwthdraw vs on to take largely ofir;fo there is no bodie that wil willingly l^<-'|.ij'>'n5 
»:• iiiucigled, but it folio weth by the vfeofcarthliethingSjbecaufe it can hardly s uioom, 
be, hutihatour mind and affe(5tion fliouldcleaucvnto them. Religious people J/fwos.i. 
linef re to auoid this drunkcnnes which isfoprciudicial, forfakc lands and ' ''^T 
CO )ds di althiir4s,& vfe but very fparingly the things, which arc neccllaiie for '''"'^ "*'^ 
t -.tli ni(ienance,<?<: haue no dominion or power to difpofeof ihcmiwhich is tt) '"''^' 
Vcin"(l perfectly naked ofal things. Where it is fpccially to benotcd,tiiat the 
K j/avtasdid not abflainc only from wine, but fromanie thing that had anic af- 
fi'm:cwithir,asvinc.;er,& whatfoeuer he kour that came of the grape, &: fi« m 
tbci;r3j'e itfclf,& al kinds of tayfins , infomuch that they might not fo nuith as 
fuc'ct'.cftalkesof ihem. Forin likemancr Rtli^iou": people by their vciit In- 
fti'uchauenocomunicationotonly witli (infuliliings, butnotwilhanicthat 
liJiK.a icallinitieorneernesvntothcni ,01 may beanieinduccmcnt thcrunto: 
f>ritisca(ictobedrawnefr6theftalkctothci:rape,fi6thegranctothc\\inc,iV: 
fid wine to drunkcnnes, that is, fit* Icllcr to greater things,& no things lawful 
t i tiic vnlau fuljthc nature of our Scnfcs and appetite inticing vs ahvaycs on. 

6. Tiicfcct)ndccremonie of the Nazarcans was, that the razour should not ri 
e"nicvponthe:rhead, but that they (liould preferuc their hayre vntonched; not thtic 
v. iiich doth cuidently giuc vs to vnderfland,thai Religious people arc fo wholy hayrc. 

^ nl's,and intirely confccrated vnto him, that not only thcmftlucs , but u hat- 

1 'fact is in them, is hi^lie and deuotcd vnto him. J'or if the hayrc v\ as accrunted 

'> iic, whichislcafl:ofalbelon.;ing to man, and Icaft neccllaric ; much moic 

"It mguc, and our hands, an^l the red of our bodic, andmoftof alour vSouIc. 

1 'V. liichpurpofe Or»j^/>/ftfa\th very wel : The Na/.aieans doe not cut-ofthtii ^ • jj^„ 

•>avic, bccaufeal things w hich liiclull doc, HkiI profpcr, and their leaucs Ihal 6^!nL>wt'. 

'Hal. Thcrforcalfo the hay res of the Leads < f the difciplcs of our I.oid .. 

»^ffaydtobcnvilMed,tIuti'j,altlu:iWorks,althtirfpceches, ahheir ih u-hts .c 



II A P P 1 H 1 8 



iii. 



They 

t .>uch 
no dead 
buJ/. 

4(411'';. t. 



ThcSncri 






iif6_ o P ^ 

arcUya-vpmthcfightofGod,bcca«ireihtya,eiuft,b«caufetheyareholie. 

i ThctLuavS. whkluhcy wactooUfcrut.wasU^^^ 
accLpanicanicdcaJbodic,noifomuch as thcicow^^ 

bro^ "c? o flftcrs corp5 . Icaft tl.cy «nght be dchkd. A man m.g^n doob, who 
a c obcvndcrftoodbVdcaa Wics,buiihatottrSamourh^^^^^^ 

it tovs. For fpcaking of fccuUr people to onc,vvhom he dcfircdshouUfol, 

attllow ic,docvucrly abandonandforfakc the world 
h cfly Tnclcrftuod by the dead , fccondly thcv forfakc a Rcfii and bloud.thc 
oonuchloucwhcrofmuftne^ 
nicaion with it any move, by which mcaacuhcy cahlyprcrcrucihcmfciut, 

^"r Four^lhly rw hen the time of their Vow was expired . ihcy wcte brougft 
, toihedooreoftheTabcrnaclc.andtljerewcrctoofferthieerortsofS 
.. ce^to wit. for their Sinnc, a Peaccoffcun^; , anda Holocauft.Wuh jri,.hc 
tea mcof;urrciuicc,andofourUfe,arebothone.whenourhkendctb 0^ 
Vo.v .xuireih.Thcn weareprefcnted at the dooieof the Tabernacle icfihu 
TaUrnicle, I fay . in which God hath his dwcll.n:^ , and into h.s glonc.e 
aKtranl>ared to receaue the abundant reward of our long rcru.ce.Tlieftm 
iildt of Religion affordeth vs a triple offering : A Holocauft, becaufcbvit 
wc are vNh.ly offered lo God. nothing at alrefeiucd •. A Peacc.o(rcriDe.bc- 
caufc there is no better way then Rdigion, to hauc peace vv uh him.and pbw 
of his fauours , A Sacrifice for our f.nnc , bccaufe though we .my haucbctn 
f«.i.ewhatnealigentinourlifc.time.theforccandvertueofRel.g^^^^^^ 
abundance of good workcs performed in .t . wd caf.ly blot thatout. Wheru- 
pon alfo it follmveth, that the hayre which is cut-of , is caft uuo the foe «. 
complement oftheSacrifice.intothat fire, I fay.mwhichtheSacrificeurcl 

is buvnt and orf-ercd. For to what purpofc may wc think this .s ? lOgiucGo 
contentment by the novfome fmclof the burninghayre ? No,butirpucchu 
to vnderftand. that the ((nalleft actions of Religious people "f"««^";g£ 
Co.: to God.bccaufc they are offered in the fire of Chatitie.whichhrethe Miie 
itfvlfdoih kindle; which is then moflofaltobc feen, when.thecucmngco. 
n)in", the wcrk-menarecalledtoreceaue their hire. Wherefore feingthcW^ 
zare'ansandtheRehaiouspeoplcrefembleoneanothcrfonccre.ycalcingrw. 

li-io,r peoplednc fo farre furpairc the Nazareans of-old -, how «" ^^f "*;; 
hm that . as thcN.zareans in the Religion of the Icwcs had the cluelcttj'UH 
oUileeme, foRclij^ious people ought to hauc ic among vs> ^ 

n. Howfoeuer ; we may truly and with farre more reafon fay ctoum^ 
zarcans then of thofc of-old, thofc words ct the Piopl.ct liicrcnuc : MmW» 
' >^tn (n.w , worf mstt tl^n muk, , mm tuUe thtn ancim Ittofit , mort bt4nnl»t 
„ <hf S4pph,fc, Which place S". Gn^orit doth fitly apply to Relieic us pco^ if ,«♦ 

. iin^' vs/.hat liicirlife is fay d to be more white then milk oilnow. «''""'' J 
the fno w.which comes from abour.w c may vnderQand good **^^ R^^^^V 

• by tMiUr, whichfpringethfiom flcfli. we may vnderftand them i»»^ °"f r^ 

- cduhliei'.onds vpiightly ; but a Religious ftatc excels them both. A'ltli'"'; 

" by Ici uour of fpirit ih.y Tcciivc romciimcs to go beyond die life m couut 
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tion of the ancient and heroicil Fathers ( forluorie isaboneofagieaibeaft ) 
therefore the Prophet fayth , m»re rudditihtn dncitnt liitrit, FiBtlly^becaufe by 
• jij^if hetuenlic conuerfation they furpafTe manic that hiuc gone towards hea- 
uen before thcm.thcy are fayd to be more beautiful then the Sapphire j for the 
Sapphire ii of an ay ric colour. Thus fayth 5. Crtfofit^ 

lo. Wherefore as a MappcofaPalaccorofagaEdin is nleafing tothceyr, 
not in regard of iifclf , but in regard of the Palacccr garden which itrepre- 
fenteth i»nd the things ihcmfclucs when they are jpcrfeft , di^ much more 
delight then anic perfc<a delineation of them i fo leing wcfind , that that 
draught , as I may cal it, of thofc ancient Naiareans being but a shaddow of 
•ur Religious people.was fo highly pleafing to God •, how much more pleafing 
muflthcfcour InfUcutcsnecds be vnto him , wherin there is fuch folid per- 
fcdion of al Euangclical Vcrtue? And confequently in the Ei angelical Law 
ivemay with much more reafon, then they could inthofe dayc»,inamanner 
plorie.andproclaineittoalChriftiansandto the whole Church asafinguUt 
benifit , that which wcfind in the Prophet jlmoi lUmk thst mtdtjcu Mjcend ^mt. u 
from thi Und^fA^yfty And YAjftdVttfhtti of ym fonntt^dndHd^Aredns tfyour 
ytnj^-mtn. For fogreata worke, and (oholic a conuerfation ( as we hauefayd 
before , and may often repeate ) cannot be bcgunne >but by the hand of God, 
nor continued without hishelp* 

Tha( a Kdigiotis Jiate^as inftitutcdby onr Sauiour hlmfelfi 
and firft in his Afoftlcs. 

C HAP. XX. 

he,^yy/»j^-;. O W if wc wil fearch into the beginnings oft Religious 
S^S^g^p ■ ^^'^» andvaluc.asitvveie.thenobihiicby Defcent. weflial 
' find the pedigree thcrcf to be mote noble , and more illu- 

Arious. then of anie thing els. For it began not by man nor by 
humane means, but from the Sonne of God himfclf.in whom 
are al ihetttdfum ofwtfiUme^ and l{aawUdit cfC9d\ aud among 
other documents of Saluation he left this forme of life fo much the more clecrly 
and carefully exptcfrcd, both by word & example, by how much it is more per- Only He- 
fc(f>;wherofl find nobodie but Hereticks to make anie doubtatal.Her«ticksJ«J«J^»«»^ 
indeed both ancieniand new ( and among the reft that wicked W/c^/r/) doo qu^^JQ^^ 
clamour and vrgc very hotly , that al this mannet of life is a mcer humane In- ^^^^y-^ 
ueiiiion.Butitisclear whhouTqueltifnonthcotherfidc, that Chrifl himfclf ,,-^^, ^^ 
wa« the fole Auihour of it ; and that by his aduifc . and voyce ^and authoritie it „Mmti$. ' 
wasfitadiuulged; wherof manic haue learnedly written, but more largely lii.jMf* 
thcnihe reft, W4/<fc»/?i,apraue and principal Diuino, and later then he, C/i/«- "i- 
»<»! ill his Booke of Monaftical Vowej. [^l'"^! 

1. But what need we cal men- to wirncs , Iwuing the authoritie of ihc**')*'''i« 
CUfpels clear for vs ? fot wlutitt Religion confillcili of the three Vowcf». 
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where f 1 hauc often fpokcn , wc flial quickly find , that al of them wete Sa 
brouAht to light by out Sauiour. For of Chajtiiic vye banc it from hij owne 
mouth, ihztihert. re EHfiMchs.ivh.h^eiMdt^^^^^ 
which fay'iMR cannot be vnderftood of thofc who abftaync from mirtiige 
me«ly voluntarily, and out of a finglc purpofeor tefolution ofihtiroiSdi 
forhauingit Ailiniheirpowertomalcc choice ofthc ftatcof inaniige,whea 
they lill .they cannot be called Eunuchs} they only theiforc arc dccyphcred 
vnio vs in ihcfc words, who hauc vttcrly cut-ofal power of this kind from 
tlicnjfelucs by a perpetual and folemnc Vow, fuch as Religion obligeihn 

^. And as for Pouertic.tn what tearmes could he morepUIol/aodoiori 
cfFcdually commend it vnto vs , then when he fayd : ynlefftd mdiftmni^td 
tlut he p4flff'f'f ^' f*""*' ^' "7 "^'l^'f^^ • °^ ^^*^" ^^ prcfciibed his Difcipkt 
this rule : VpfftjfemitherioUHtrftlHer \ and bids them Carrie with them neither 
b^intrfcrip, 

4. He inftituted Obedience when he fayd : Ut tbdt vUl tmt afttf m , \h 
htm denyehimfeif. For by this denial of one's felf , Doa«ur$ doc gencrilly 
vnJciftand ihc Vow of Obedience •, and ( which is of more weight ) ihe 
Counccl of Sens ( as appearcth by a Decree therof ) doth conftruc it tothe 
fame cffca. And our Sauiour hauing thus fcucrally vpon occafion giuenw 
thcfc documents , he doth as it were ioyntly commend them al vnto ti, 
when to fhc yong-man , thatcamc vnto him and asked him howhemight 
come to LifcEucrlafting, he giucth anfwcr in thefe words , which tluce 
Euangclifts doc relate almoft word for word alike, laying before ourtyfi 
(A<i'S,Ju'^ii(ltn aiicncth,3ndal learned men after him) a moftpcrfcapaUcioe 
of a lleligious vocation , & adraught ofihat, which dayly hapncihinSoulci^ 
tliat arc induced to embrace that kind of life. 

5. For fird if wc confider . that *«r S4mm belMifig him , toned blm , tl 
itii fayd in the Ghofj.el : what doth this fignifye other, then that fo great 
a benefit is not giucn but to thofc whom God doth behold aftcraparticui^t 
Kind of manner and (Ingularly louc? That he telleth him , that 0«<'J»»pj 
ytt W4nnn^ vtito thte \ and fayth it to one , that from his verie vouth hid 
aK\aycs cibfcrucd al the Commandments, doubtleflc he would edge him oB 
with'dtdie of Pcifcaion , the beautie ihcrof being of itfclf wondcrfullr 
amiable. For as if an Image were fo farrc bcgunnc.as that *'^«*^""'*?J 
thebrcaft, and the armcs were moftcuncufly carued , and the f«i}°'[*'^ 
bodic not yet finilhcd , the image itfclf, if it had fenfc and vndcrttiD- 
ding , would grieuc and deiiic , that it might be brought to P' j[«^'°"''* 
this yong nun , hearing how much he yet wanted, in reafon he (houldbipc 
been fo nctled within ,ihat he could nothaucrefted til he had obtayncdit. 
There followcth the Counfcl , and forme of Pcrfcaion , with the reward 
bclon-uig vnto it : Oot 4nd fei 4/ that thou h^fi , snd ^iut it f thtfim 
anti come dnd foUuv? me ; 4nd thou ihalt bnue 4 ne^fiirt In htduen. Naming 
.A\ , he willcth him to refcruc nothing to himfclf , but bcreaue bim- 
frlf abfuluiiy of al things Bidding him Sf/ n/, he prefcribcth a perpcioj 
ar.d it teuocal.lc abdication and dtfcifance. Finally in thofc words , r*"* 
me , l;c ccnuMciiCndeth Obcdiei3ce , and the reft if the Counfcs. ^Jf^ 




ihi^'was the Counfcl of our Sauiour ,clccrly and cxprefly ddhiercd by 

^'Tw^Tch"perfeaion , though the yong lAan foc^irtdy leicad it when ^^ 
\t was offered him by our Sauiour . the Apoftles , who were his firft ApoQlc. 
Schll ars , admitted of it. For fo doe diuert very learned men deIiuer,to .he firft 
,vit that he Apoftles were the firft that cu« receaued this kmd of forme J; g.-» 
of Religious Inftitute . and firft put it in pradtife And of the Pouert.c 
which fhcy profefled , there can be no doubt made , bectufe we find it 
by that which is written of their pradifc in the G^ofpeU and . ^^^^^ 
teftifyeih as much , when in ihc name of ihem a , he fayth ; Br/;oW, 
Tvr hint f*tf4hn 4l ihmgi •, which words declare not only their Poueitic , but 
theirChaftiticalfo.Forvnderthcnameof^/ ihi«^i,doubtkstheir wiues arc 
alfoto be vnderftood iandS.Hirram, vfcth itas an argument againft Uumun, I'^^-rm. 
fpecially feing (as he fayth) our Sauiour anfwering S.l'iffr, mcntioneth vvuies ,,^,„^ 
amongotherthingsthat wereto be forfaken . inhnuat.ng that «he Apoftles 
had alteadyperformed that part. V/hernponS. Hirrowjrconcludcih, that they 
had wiues biforcthey knew anything ofthc Chofocli but when they were 
chofen Apoftles, ihey prefcntly layd afide the vfc of them i vpoH which ground 

in an other place he fayth , that the Apoftles were alof them either virgins,, 
or,hauing been married,abftaynedfrom their wiues Finally wcmay gather 

thlit Obedience from thefe words : ^nd mhfutj.llomd rl;rr. For what is it 
to follow an other , but to Hue according to his dneaicn , and to obey h.m 
in al things ? Scing xhcrforcal thefe thing, are without queft.on to be found 
in the Apoftles , let vs ftiew , that they obliged ihemfclufls alfo^hcrunto 

^y.Tc'ndcs other r)nmfii,Ahi4^uiVe\4gm{z gi'auc and learned Au- ^/«*r,^ 
thour ) doth cleerly dcmonftrate this point in the Bookc which he writ ^J^^^^ 
•fthtCompUiitt ofiheOmrch , and bringeth manic arguments to P/ouc it, but ^,p^„flr^ 
chiefly this, that - K*w, as he fayth , ij//^ CcMnftlofCoyfiftls4T,dihef.t,Usnd £«,. 
f*rftW*n oftbems becaufc whacfocuer Counfel it confirmed by Vovy .it 11 
clTcntially the more petfr<5t , and the more accept abc to God. From, 
whence he condudeth , that if the Apoftles had made no Vow , they 
could not be fayd to be in the top and heighth of Peifcaion i but the 
abdication of the fclf-famc things , which Religious people doe dyly 
profclle , would be more pcrfcft then chat which the Apoftles praftU«Jj, 
in regard they oblige thcmfclocs by Vow : now it were ttmeranoui .and) 
>vickcd , and impious to think or fay foof the Apoftles. And he con. 
firmeth it. becaufc there can be no qucftion , bur that tha Apoftles^did not- 
only Icaue the poflefrion of that which thtyhad ,. butthc wil of haoing 
anic thing i that they might truly fay : They b4d H4ken 4L But this wiUt 
hauing , cannot be forfaken , bu; by Vow i becaufc wc renounce norc.ur 
>vil , as long as wc may refume it againcat our plea futc. W© may addc 
moreouer .that certainly the Apoftles did not fotf»kcU>at which they had, 

iDore vnperfeaiy then ll^ yong man , wc fpake of, had fmiakcivthem, 
if he had followed the Counfcl of out Sauiour, and foWal; for our Sauiour 
g^uc him Uw fameCounfel , which tl»c A poiUcshad already eir.br acrd : But i»c: 
diaoMcih.a. thing ^rtfctucik to himfdf na Bowcr or n^^ht at al oucMtp 
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mfcqucntly neither did the ApoftJcs rcferuc anie thine to'^^rT^ 

^. ..,..»4i doth clccrly and folidiyauerrc thcrclf-rame,towit ch. !''**'•' 

doubt to be madc,but that the Apoftlcs did vowal things bclono* '"» 

of Pcrfcaion, whcnforfaking al.tlicy followed Chriff. But /51r"^5.*'^«« 

'• moftpcifpicuoufly and moft learnedly of anie other deli'ucr it in th f '"*^*'* 

, That poorc man is rayfcdfrom the earth abouctlrich men and J °'*^*' 

., man is extolled aboue al wealthic people from that dung.to fit with f fc n"****'' 

., ful of the people.to whom he fay th : Xoh sbalfit yp.n tWtlue fi4m- ^'uZ.l'^^ 

.Scatcofgloric in inheritance. For thcfe Powerful people had fava/^^/^ 

So 9 A.^»flin, Seing therefore it is clcare,that the Apoftlcs obferuld P '''''^' 
C/uftuie and Obedience, and moreouerthat tly did „o^^^^^^^ 
mccrly vo untar.ly . but obliged themfclues thcrunto alfo by Vow ^1 ^"^ 
wcnotacknowlcdge,that this height of Perfc<aion isdcfcendedfroJ^S 

by thcm,andaccoirnt them the firft foundations of Religious Conu^^^^^^^^^ 
ccrtam ly ,t was but reafon , that fo rare a courfc (hould be cZmenL [^ 
then D.gnit.eand Sandlitie •. and that they , who were to be th^M^'A ^ ^ 
Doaoursof the world, ftiouldnotwant^thisor„rent,Xh1f^^^^^^^^^^ 
i .f the G hofpels is fo confpicuous. ' "* '" ^^^ S^°"5 

IIov, Religious courfes did flourish In the time of 
the AfoftUs, 

CHAP. xxr. 

n.llr. * I ? '"^'?*'^ P"""^ '^ »" ^^^ *>ar" of the firft 

wL Zeno 1 1 K'r^°^^^ *>f''^^ Holie-Ghol 

remaining toge^'a it Lt^^^^^^^^^^ Hundred and twentie perfons . who 

as it wcreToS^ l.n y.PP'"°"'"^^»^« '^ mentioned in the Afts)mi(le. 
ofalthincsTnd . fc^n "•^''^^ ^'"^^^"^ thf,Poucrtie.& nakcdne 

W. cfUd l!^,^^^^^ thcrmeanes ; of whom it is written: Xk J. 

Fomifc . n.t onlV / '^-'^ ^"^- That withal they made fomc Vow or 

i. IV'.rl yd wS it'rT '!?^.^'""' othersdoeteftifycbutthatwhich 

f>y^h he ; n 5" '"P ^^,'^r^"'''''*''* ^°''' euidently /hew it : WK 

F J JnU ? Th,„ h4 n^ ly.d u mn , but ,. OV. For \( Jn.nui 

had 
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had been fo liberal meerly out of dcuotion , and out of a fovw«rdne« of a 
franck difpofition , wholy free and difobligcd i. neither cpul4 he hauc been 
faydtohaue lycdtothc HoUc-Glioft, nor certainly defcrued fogrieuous pu- 
niflimcnr. ^:^ 

z. Wherefores'. Ff/>r«wrfayth right wel of that Age; The Church of the s. Ui,r<,mt 
firft Belieuers was fuch as Monks now adayes defire and cndeauourto be, in s<npt*u 
that no bodie haue anie thing of hi$owne,none be rich among them, none ^"^'f "» 
poorcithcy diuide their patrimonic among the poorc, attend to Praycr,Pfal- ^'''"*'*' 
nies,podltioc,and Cotinencicifuch isS, Luk,t relateth that the firft Belieuers 
were in Hicrufalcm.Sothatinthofeverie beginnings, they thatafpired to this 
pcrfcd forme of a Religious life, were greatly encrewfed and multiplied, lining 
alfo apart from companic of the reft in one certain place among themfclues, vn- 
dcrthegouernment and obedience of fome one. Wherupon Cafidn wri(cth c^fj-j^ ^ 
that the life ofthofc that line in common.defcendeth from the times oft he A- lap. ^. '^t 
poftlcs preaching i when manic out of the louc of Pcrfe<ftion, not contenting <»i.»a.c f. 
themfclues with that which al did, to wit, to lay al they had in common, but 
ayming at higher things , began to withdraw themfclues into more piiua*c 
places out rf the towncj and bccaufc they abftained from thtir wiues , and 
from the companic of their kindred, and from alwcrldlieconuerfaiion, they 
were called Aiow^i by reafon of their folitude, and Con«r«/«4;i by reafon of their 
liuipgin common, 

?. Which perfe<5lion relied not only in IllerufdUm and ^ItxAfidna , but j. ,. 
r^rcd itfelf alio at that verie time into other parts of the world. For wc find ^^^^ 
that in .Ethiopia the King's daughter was confecraied to God hyS. N.t"hl^\\ ilic'lotU. 
Theciaby V. 1'4«/ in Greece . D$mitiUd at Rome by 5. Clcmtnr , and in I ranee 
S. Mtrilu ((he that was our Saulour'shofteflc) after the Ghofpel was preached 
at Marfcils, is recorded to hauc built a Monafterie inafolitaricplact iciiicd 
from the companic of men, where togcather with diuers women of worth 
confccratcd to God,flie lead a moft heauenlie life. And finally 5. Otm^ ( a man 
«hat lined in that firft Age) writeth of this kind of Inftitnte,asofa thin- vfu- I] "''"' ''' 
ally rcceaued and pradifcd ; and by that which he fayth of it, he giucth vs to c. lo. '"*'* 
vndcrftand, not only that it is very ancient , but alfo that euen in thofedaycs it 
was hinhly reuercnced. For this reafon , fdyih he , our Diuine teachers hauc ^i 
piucn them names which found of holincs ; fome calling tkni Wornjjppcrs, and Cere" 
ethers calhng them Monks, for the finccre worfliip, andferuicc which they moniciof' 
doctoGod,andforthcirfolitarieandfinglelifc,\vhichmakeththemOne,and f'^onk^in 
apttoattainctoVnion wiihGod,andpcrfc<aion pleafingvntohim, by holic '''" '*"■ 
coniunc^ionofihingsdiuided. And thcngoeth-on to declare the Ceremonies cim"rcl. 
andRucsancicntly vfcdintheConfecrationof Monks, and the leafons and 
myftericsofthem. For firft,hc fayth , it was the order that the Pricll ftanding 
before the Altar fliould fay fomc prayer fuitable to the Cercmonie they had in 
h4ndiindwhcntheprayerwa«cndcd,turninghimfelf to hinuhatwas to be 
'dmiitcd, heasked hinnwhether he were indeed rcfolued to renounce his fc- 
culai life (which.ashis manner is,hccalleth a dmideddtiddtftrdnedltle.hccsuCc 
«^"rc«h a man to l>cfollicitouf, and troubled about manicthings) and fcpa- 

• liiinfclffrom the vcric fi^ht of if , betaking himfelf to an other place.Thcn 
Hopi.fing vntoiiim g moft pcrfc<ft forme of liuing, hcgauchim to vndcrftand 
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thai ffomthcnceforwardhewMtofurpafTcin conucrfation, both the vulgt, 
and middle fort of men; which ihcwcs how pcrfcft this kind of contfeu 
fcinB(a$ he faythforihet ) it if not ranked in the middle rank of themtliil 
ay me at Pcrfcdion | but with the higheft and mod pcrfcaj fo that mtiiit 
tluncsmaybedoncwiihoutblamcbythcmthat ace of the mrddlefort, which 
Monks arc forbidden, bccaufc their bufincs is to draw thcmfclues ajneereti 
they can and vnite thcmfclues with God. When he that was to be confecm«4 
hadpromifcdalthis.thcPrleftmakingthcfigne of theCrollc vpon him, did 
cut-of his hayfcinthcnanic of thcBlelTedTriniticand flripping him of hit 
garments, gaue him others to put on j and himfclf and others that wcreprefcnt 
laluting him.andgiuing him ioy , at laft he gaue hi.n the Diuinc Myfteiit!,tbi{ 
i$, ti)c holic Communion and moftblcired Sacrament, 
, .. * 4. This is tiiat which S, Denis relateth •, and addcth withal tliecxplicnion 
ocToS "f >l ibe Ceremonies. For thecutting-of his hayre ( fsyth he ) did fignific, thit 
t"dc' Cc- laying afide al humane andearthlic ornaments , and from that time formid 
"tcinuiiics. dcTpi/ingthcra, he wasrefolued to fcekctoplcafc God by the folc bcamltof 
" his foule. The chant^ingof his garment , betokened the inward chanat of 
• his hart and mind ; and withal it was to put him in mind , that his lift and 
' conuerfation was to differ as much from others , as his Habit did from wit 
*' vulvar wearc. The faluiing him, reprcfcntcd that which our Sauiourfajd: 
-I*. If. ji,3f ,yff f\,o„iJ (jt i^y in htAHtn of one foule conmmd to Cod y for the like ioy 
" anJ gladiics doth happen alfotoihcm that on earth doe endcauour to imitiie 
*' God. Finally the receauing of thcfacrcd Bodic of our Sauiour, doth putvi 
" in mind of the end, for which fuchholie courfcs are taken i to \vir,aracft 
" perfcdand inward coniundlion with that Infinii Sanftiiie.the fruit of Diuine 
" alfociation, which he was to rcape by Monaltical ejtcrcifcs.Thus farrc S.Otnu. 
TI.< {>4rti- ^i^j J Jq^Ijjj ^qj b^,j whofoeuer in his hart doth loue a Religious cburfe, 
cin.!:/ ' vvil be willing to heatc the particulars of the beginnings iherof, and ajit 
fir..ctiUvl were behold with his eyes, how ful of deuotion and feruour they were; and 
ty Mjiik*. it ^vil not be from our purpofe to relate them , becaufc ihcy vvil much 
confiriuc ibc Anii<juiiie of Religious Orders , which is the point wc 
handle. 
Vhttoiit 5. I'/''/^* ( who is fayd to hauc liued in the time oCS. fttfr , and to 

iH;.f>. v<ri. hauc fpokcn with him at Rome ) flial be out Auihour. He being (as ^• 
s Hitrtmt hJiercmf writcth } ihecloquenteft of al the Icwcs, wrote a booke as it w«c 
£t.l"m v^ inprayfc of hibOwneNaiion,whichhe intitled OftheVeum of fhi StiffiMff, 
ht Aianh ft«h"i»g ihcmfo,in regard they fpcnt their whole timcin fupplicaii5s & pfj^* 
And though the nookcbeyct extant, and cade to be had, I wilno^^^^'^J"''' 
dingcotc that which is for my purpofc rather out of^iVf /»/««, a grauc and an« 
ciciH Hiflorioi^iopher, who takeih what he fayth word for word out ^^'^''''j 
and doth morcouer t^iiic vs fome more light with apt interpretations which fie 
addcth. F r fo vv c fljal vnde. flad the thing better by thclight which he giucthi 
and the auihoriticof two fuch grauc writers ioyncd togcather wiibctnegr«' 
^ tcr. h.{tb,^, ihcieforc hawing favd fo me- thing before in ptayfeaf1'^»/o, a"^^^ 
" ihctitlcof his Bookc.wriieththus-.Firft herccordeth,thatthey, whodideni* 
- vpon iJiiskindofPhilofophic, did for fake ihcirpodcflTlons, and yeald-vpfW 
« rigiit o^hat which did bcbngvntoth«m,and{!r<iucftr€dtbeuifcluc>froiP^ 
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the cares ofthis life, and forfaking the citt/esjiuedfoliiarily in the Hch's .md ... 
gardens , perfwading thcmfclues for certain, that the companic of them, nm^n^rcTim 
that followed an iiifctiour courfc of life, would-be vnprofitabie and hurtful Moiia. 
vnto them , that at that time endcauourcd in that courfc as they ought. <« 
When the aforefjyd ?btlo had fayd thus word for word, he addcth : This kind « 
of men is in manic parts of the world difperfcd ( for it was fit that both the <• 
Grecians and the Barbarians fliauld be partakers of fopcrfed a good thing) <> 
but in iCgiptthey abound in cuctic ricfcdniip, as they cal them , and niofl of „ 
tlibout MexMndrk, tt 

6. Then defcribing the fafliion of their dwellings , he fayth thus of the rliciV 
Churches of that Countric. In ciieric one there is a holic houfcjwhich they cal Cliutchci. 
a Mo/iaflcric , where they rcniaync celebrating the myftciies of holic lifci and .» 

they Carrie nothing in thither, neither meate, nor drink, nor anicthiii^ that « 
bclongcth to corporal fuftcnance, but the Lawcs , and the Oracles (f ihc .. 
Prophets , and Hyinncs , and other things of like nature , whereby „ 
knowledge 8c deuotion is cncrcafcdandperfcded. Andalitlc after he fayth; ., 
Al the tin»e which is from murning toeucning they bcftow in cxcrcifc. For xJuircn-* 
reading the holic Scriptures , they difcourfc vpon them , and handle their crcifcw 
National Philofophic Allegorically. Fur they make account , that vndei „ 
the mauifcft fcnfc of Scripture there be certain myfteries of hidden nature fig- ,. 
nified by the figures. And they hauc alfo Commentaries of ancient Wit- <( 
tcrs , who, as they were principal men of their owne profeffion , left ma- ,» 
nic vvorthie Monuments after them in figure of things Allegorically deli- ^r 
ucrcd. „ 

7. He fcemcs to fpcake as if himfclf had been a Schollar to them that ex- pi,,.,-^ 
pounded the holic Scripttucs. And it is likclic that the Commentaries of Comiucn* 
thofc ancictit Wr'tcis , which he fayth they had , were the Ghofpels and cic. 
Writings ofthcApollles.andfomcExpolltions of the ancient Prophets , fuch 

a$ tlic EpiiUcto the Hcbtevvcsis, and manic other Epiftics t f >. V.tul. And 
much m >re he fayth in that Booke of them, of whom now we fpeakci but I 
hauc thought good to make choice of ihofe things , by which he giueth vs 
a fcantlin,^ ofthis Ecclc/iaftical conuerfation. Thus therefore he wiiteth: 
Continctjcie they place as the firft foundation in their Soule , and vpon it «t 
they build other vertucs. None of them doe either eate or drink before (unne- '♦ 
fct. For they make account , that the Audie of Philofophic is worthie of « 
the li:;ht , the neecif'tics of the bodic may be fupplied in darkncs ; there- «« 
fore ihey bcftow the day vpon the former , and a fmal parcel of the ni^ht •« 
vponthe latter. Some of them remember not to eate in three whole daycs, * 
aihauing a more earneft defirc of knowledge then of corporal fuftcnance. <« .;» 
Some of them arc Co delighted andoucr-ioycd with the food of Wifdome, «• 
fiirnilhingthem with abundance and picntic of documents, that they double <• 
tbis ti.nc of abftincncc, and for i]x daycs rogcathcr doe hardly take anie ncccf- .< 
f*rie fuftcnance. And he fayth mtircouer , ti»at there be certain women among <• 
tiicfe people of whomchcfpcakcth ; nioft ofthcm ancient vifgins,obfciuing '• 
dai!i ic, not of ncccflitic( asthc Vcftals among iheGcntils } but of their -^ 
o.vijc accord for the zealc and dclirc of wifdome j and attending dili- -• 
^c.Kly thcrunto , they contcmnc the plcafures of the bodic, dtfir/ng rather .» 
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. immortal children, which a SoulelouingGod may of ufelf bring fonh^ilKa 
, anic mortal of-fpting. What flial we need to fay further , how they ntntk 
, conucrfation togcathcr, ihemcnbyihcmfelucs, and the women by ihcn^tj, 
. ucs apart; and what their cxtrcifcs be, which continue to ihisday, and« 
,i praaifcd by vs/pccially about the Feaft of the foucraigne Paffion, in fiftu 
and watching by night, and inieading of the Diuine words? whichthefor^ 
„ faid Authour haih carefully fctdownc after the fame manner, as wiibvjthti 
„ arcljiihcrtocbfcrucd, dcfcribing their cxcrcifes with the Hymncs which we 
, arc wont to fay. andhow,whilconcfingsa Vcrfc , the left harkeninfilcBce, 
. and make an end of the Hyrane , Tinging the claufc thcrof a! togcathcr Wgh 
. him. He alJcth morcoucr, how they, towhoniethcEcclefiafticalfiiB^iom 
, ate committed, doc goucrnc among them i which if anic one dclirciokoon 
^ n»orcrully,hcmayvcadcitinthcforcfaydHiftoiicofihis AutJiour,So£»/rU 
., om o(Thito, 

8. And doubilcs Rclij;ion continued the (clf-samc courfe and manntrof 
liuinL', not only in tiiofc Hid times of the ApofUes.and Apoftoiicalmcn,b« 
three hundred ycaici after, and more. V ox Ttriuihdn^ who liucd next vmoibt 
times <;f tiic Apoftlcs , wrote aBookc of/<ylini •jVifgtnf^ which is yetcxtjnf, 
And vvc find morcoucr to this day an ancient Decree of Pope Viu$ tl,e Fiift, 
made inilicycarc of our Lord one hundred fourticfcaucn , of theCcrcmonic 
U) be ohfciutd in the CenftcrAiioa of yire^tm i which Ccrcmonie S. ^mbttfm 
hisHookccf tiic Inflituitoa ifrf r/>»m,and /'w/fZ^mf inthclifeofC««jJiB(i«,(loc 
dcriuc from the Piimiiiuc Church And in the writings of moft of the ancient 
Fathers wcHud often mention of Virgins , accuftomcdcucn in thofc dayesfo 
be folemnely veyled and/ron fee rated the Spoufcs of God \ and they fpcakeof 
it as of a thing very ancient, and much vfed. As in 5". luftin the Mdttjr in til 
fecond ^pclogie, which he wrotein behalf of Chriftians, 5". CltmtntcfJlixdt' 
dfid in his fecond Booke of 57roWiiM,in one of J. \gnaim his Epiftles, wiiowai 
difcipIctoS". fo/;flthc£«4«»f///?, S, Cypridtt t and Off^tn and manic others, f^f 
firtMi and Theo'totet doc alfo relate, that S. //r/r« when fliewenitoHicrura/em 
to feckc-outthcwoodofthc holicCrolFe, found Virgins tlicrcconfccraicdto 
God. And i.f/ifron»e in manic places of his Works, but fpeciaily inthclifcof 
TiUlcus, whomc he knew a very old man when himfelf was very yong , doih 
oftenmake mention of Monaftcrics, and Fathers ofmonafteries , and of the 
lining of manic Brethren tOL-cathcr; Finally there isfcarceoneofthcancicm 
Writers , in u home we Oial not mectc with certain marks, or rather with 
moft cuidcnitcftin)omcsand proofes, of this kind of courfe. 

9. Ifamanaske, whether the manner of liuing of Religious peopteiothofc 
ancient times were the fcir-fame which now is held; there is no doubttote 
made, but that they arc both alike, and altogeather the fame; and to dcnyc K 
wcreHere(ic,orvcrv neervntoit. For in thofcdayes , they did not only pw* 
fdlc Pouertic, andChafiitie, &' Obedience to their Gouernours,.as we hiut 
ihcucd om of Vhilo, bur alnfthcm,orin a manner al,did oblige themffliK' 
by Vow.fo ai to go back from that ftate, was both vnlavvful and wicketl 
TIic dirtcrcr.ce a as ( iftherc were anie ) that thofc Monaflical Vowcs canid 
not as then hat authoriiic, or ( as Diuines docfpeakc) had not that SoJcmnint 
whjcli nv ,v they haue* 

I* 
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10. Befidcithat.inthofcbeginningsitismorc probable that they didmakc 
their Vowcs exprf fly and pubhkly; but Profeflion was fo annexed to a Reli- 
gious life , by thcgcneral acceptance and opinionof euery bodie, that though 
by word ofmouth they made no promifc, yet they madcaccount,thatwho- 
focuer did enter vpon that ftatc, did oblige himfelf to profcffe it; much after 
the famcmanner , as I take it , as now adayes the Vow of Chaftitic is included 
in thereceauing of Holic-Ordcrs : which we may gather out of a certain paf- 

fagc of 5. Bdjil , where he fayth, th4t/hty vth»didtnnt tnto the Order vfTfUnf^^^did y. n«jF/ 
tdctih^dinitofdSin^ltltfe. Which cuftomeftood as long, as that ancientpietic Fpfi.i. ad 
and baflifulnes was fufticicntto keepe men in awe; afterwards it was thought ^''"'- *'/• 
morcconuenicnt(asS./J4/?/ordaynctiiin the fame place) to exacftancxprcflTc ''* 
ptomircofContinencie;butfoasatfirft,ifaman breakinghis Vowhadmar- |J^'j'J^^^J|'|Jj.' 
lied , he had committed a great oftxince; yet his marriage held. In which kind IiJ"vor of 
S.Cyfrt4n\t\ his Epiftle to I^ow/jcw/wj , and S, Uierome to Dtmei/ias doc fpeakeof chaditic 
Nunncsjaduifingthcmtomarrie, ifthey cannot line continently , as they had in ancient 
made ProfeflTion j becaufc marriage by legal difpenfation obtayned of the '»•""• 
Bifliop, was at that time no finnc. And we mectc with the fame aduice in S. f^/>ru» 
S. E^iph4nws}zndS. ^w^«/?i»dothexprefly difputc againft thofe that denyed ''^' *• 
the marriagcof fuch people to be good marriage. ^fjj; "• 

11. And wheras Pope //i»o««/tlie Firft , who lined in thofc times, and fome ^ ■J,"^"" 
Councels doe command, that fuch marriage Oiould be brokcn-of , it is to be (^ p'^^^j,^ 
vndeiftood that they a| pointed ( for the punifliment of the parties) that they ^^^ ^^ 
fliouldnotliuctoaeathcr, which doubtles they might with good rcafon or- ,.^^,.i:. 
dayne; butthcyUy not, that the marriage itfclfwas not yalide ;andyet this g ^up*/f. 
punifliment was not euen in thofcdayes generally receaued and cflablifljcd in dtBm^yiJ, 
theChurch. For Pope Lto the Firft , who liued litle more then twentic yearcs (.9 & 1 0. 
after Pope fM«Off«r , teachcth thatit was a finnc to marric, but fayth not lung (o»:. TtUi. 
of breaking the marriage. And Pore GeUJius , who fate in the yearc Foure 17^7 '•«. 
hundred ni'nene two, exhortcth fuch Nunnes to lefumethe flate from which ^"''"* 
ihcy were fallen, but doth not compel them , nor difannullc their marriages. S.rnFpifi. 
S, Gre^«}ic liimftif, who was more cxaa in this kind then anie of bis Ptcde- ^^ ' *♦• 
celfoiirs ,indiutrsof hisEpilllcsand Decrees comnundingfuch,as were thus Gri-Ay/i*. 
contra«rted , to be feparated ,and put into tl eir Monaflctics againe ; yet doth iJJI^^;,',* 
rot fay aniethmg which enforceth vs tovndcrfland thatthcir marriage was ^ f;^^,,.,, 
inualide. But rather we may gather , that their marriages did hold , by that ^„^.,^ ^^^ 
which in one of his Homilies he rclatcth of his Aunt OtrdUnd , that hauing ^ i. 
confccrated hcrfclftoGod toi;caihcr withtwoof her /iftcrs.aftcr their dcceafe, t,„urrm. 
forgetting ( ashefpeaketh )the fcare of God, forgetting al fliame andbafli- m tnimm 
fulncs, forgetting her Coufccration , tooke a hufliand , and liued cucr after 

with him 

II. Wherefore the firft ( for ou ht we find recorded ) that did not only 
fotbidRcIij;iouspeople to marric, but make their mariiages voyde ,if they t„nf<m 
fljould chance to marrif, was Pope /wwAcenr the Second, in a General C< uncci tlicSeconl 
at Kome,inihcyeareofomLord,Onethoufand mc hundred thitiic »!''"<•• l||,',\^^j^'„"'. 
Ami yet if wefearchiothe bottonic ofit, we Hul find ,that thou^'h tl.is was '^,^^,^J'' 
at (hat ticne firft ofaldeerced by general confentof thoiChurch , and brouiht Kcii^iouj. 
iwovnuicifalptadiie. diucrs-Biihops notwi|hflandini:had oidryned the lan.c |icoi'lv. 
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Vow, did aftcrtva.w. J. • • r "/i^. 

And againcinliis BookccfVirginicic , hcproucth the fame at htgc.mL 
this rcafon, bccaufc as it is aduhcric and not mati imonic to couple with in 
other, while the huiband orwifcliucth jfo fcrronc, that is already cfpoufc^ 
toChrift wlioliucth foreucr . it is adultene to mairie at al. Now that S. 84^ 
fiiflordayncd and decreed this, iseuidcnt by that which he writeth in Jii, 
rAni\kto.yimphil6J;m, where he fayth thus : Bccaufc nowbycourfcoftimc 
tnc Church of God ismadcftrongcr,andthc number of Virgins iscncrcifcd, 
the marrjai;cofCanons( that is, of Regulars) is to be difannulled, andihey 
ih3tare[)ollutcdthcrwiih,arc notto be admitted to the Bleflcd Sacrament, 
before they hauc clccredihemfclucs of that crime, 

I J. Wc find that S, Chryfi(lome doih write to the fame cfFedin veryweighjie 
tcarmcsto r/yfoJorf a Monk that was fallen. And S. •/fffitro/einhkc manner w 

'• a Virgin that liad forfaken her purpofc i Ijihe TV/7 marrie ( fayth he) as oibtrsiit, 
i!,ec9mmiiiethudiilftric;ihhm4(iea}Uueto death. Al which lay d togctcher doth 

-prone, that Ueli;^ious Vowesdid alwaycs makcfecular marriages vnlawful; 
l)iittlicforce.vhicluhcyhauctomakcthemvoyde( which Diuinestearnicihe 
Sulemniiicofthc Vow) was by fucccflc of time brought, in by degrees i and ii 
a '^rcat ornament , and withal giues great ftrength and worth to Rcligioui 
c oiii fes ; fo t hat they not only ycald nothing to the ancient Inftitutcs , but for 
nnttcr o'f.-rdcr and forme hauc fomcthing in them , that is better and the more 
t J be cAccincd. 

How Rc!:^!otts Orders h.uic defccmled to our times, 
CHAP. XXII. 

; ITMERTO wc haue beheld, as I may hyy the birth 
f and yongcr ycares of Religion j and it cannot be but toout 
''^ mucli greater contentment , to fee it now in the pcifcit 

• growth , and as it were in man's cftatc ; to wlticn, vse 

• maytiuly fay ,itcame about thcycare of our Lord Three 
j< hum];c«! and filtic, when in that Gcdden Aneof anpdnriM, 
^al I artsof the Churcli of God began to flourifli , and this 

not tlic Icaft ainongiiicm. 

I. Tlie piincipal Authour of tliis fo notable cncrcafcwas that great S.Mtf- 
w^f,v.h )iiie ilicv. if.iome ot'Godnuy bcfaydto haiie furnifi)ed with pltntic 
ol .»1 '.ic:\ucnlicgnirts for tiiis paticularcnd. For it is cuident, that before niJ 
, nine there wcic Monallnicsand Religions people, by that which S.J"'*' 
r.r ' •.Mi:cun;i'.i,I.ik-,tI-iat he began this Ipiritual warfare in MonaOetic^ 
V!\ic: t:,c cciiv'i.Jc of oihcis .indui companie of theni ,by wlu-fc cxamp 
n '. 'liiiita inii,^;, / n\vi<frl; ,licindeauoured fo to benefit jiimfclf.tliathcbe- 
ca;uc Uicic ^^j k: in vertuc cuerie day then other, and pick«dout ( f cucricf^ 
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of them fomc fpiritual profit, as bees doc their honie. Andftilburnin;-, with 
de/irc of i;rcater perfctttion , he attempted to tranfport himfclf and his 
diftipks after him more inwardly ii»to the Defert , and further from the 
companie of men i and his fanditie growing confpicu.>us to ilie woihl, it 
maJcfucij in»|Ucflion and change in mens minds , through the exami^lc 
tvhich he gaue them , tiiat the Defcrts of ^tmtnu , and Siyhid , and Ntina^ 
& of both the i /'f/'.«/> , andalit.^y/'/ was filled with MonancricsgoutrncJ by 
hiswil'domcand dircflion, he being as it were a general Father of them al. 

3. We may wel fay , that innummcrablc Monks and Rcli-ious people haue ^ '''"'•••'>». 
been dcriucdfronithisfouniaine ofMonaflical difcipline,and among others , 

thit renowned UtUncn (an other S. Jnthonk in a maimer) who , as S, Utentfie j^^ H'll'^J 
writeth , was thefirft Founder of MonaHeries in Valtfiinf, whctasin al Syr/j, 
there had not been a Monk fcen before him. lie ( faythS. Hienrnt ) v\ as the 
Authour and Founder of this Conucrfation in that Prouimc ; Our Lord 
Iisv s had in Sj^ypt old jiutomc, in Palcftinc he had yong I Mai ion. And 
by his example there began to be Monafteries without number , .nnd eueric one 
did/triuetoeomctohijii,toreceaue from him documents <if hcauenlie C(>n« 
uerfation, whiciihcperccauinggauetiicpvayfeto the grace cfonr Lord, and 
exhorted eueric one to hauc regard to the benefit of thiirfoidc. Tims writeth 
S.llieromeofS UiUmon, 

4. About the fame time in Greece , 5. n^/// , Airnamcd alfo dcferuedly the Sn^'/. 
Crw/, without any relation ( for ought 1 know } to S. ^tiietjie , butniccrjy 

our of his ownc difpulition and iudgcmcnt , did wonderfully aduancc and 
(cr forward rnonaftital Difcii'lincjiimfcifbcinga proftlfourof it.And wc may rp. <^y. 
fecit by what he writeth of himfclf in one of his Epilllcs. We ate accufed, >- 
jjyihbe , that wc haue men with vs that follow their deuotions, that h.iiic " 
renounced the world, and al temporal cares-, which cares our Saui< ur like- ■■* 
ueth Uithjrnes not (ujfnrnc^ the Word tobYtn^^ fordt fritii ithcy carrie about them " 
liic m 'rt fication of 1 e s v sin their bodit s •, and taking- vp tlieirCro/lc , they " 
fvIlowGod. Ajformy ownepart,! wovild willingly giuc my life to haue fuch " 
iniuiicslayd to my charge, and to hauc leoplc with mc that by my dircdion " 
Ihould haue made choice (ffuchcxtrcjfcs.l heaie indeed that in i4'gypi there -» 
bcincnoffucluarcvcrtue; and |crcliance in Palcftinc tl.cy line dirtdly ac- » 
cordingtothc Ghofptl. I vndcrfland alfo, that in Mcfopotamia there be per- ■> 
lic'tand blcfled mcji. lV.it wc areci)ildrenincomparifon ofihcPerfctT^. S Ujfil ihc 

5. But it was not in number only that S. IjAJd aduanccd Religious In- "trt that 
fiimtes , but much more by Rules and Conftitutions. For \\ hcras before I'^'J''^ 
him , there wa> no other certaintic of their orders and manner of goucrn- " " •* 
Hicnt , then what either the imvard vndion of the Molic-Ghoft did infpirc 
(jiictic one , Of the Goucrnours , whom ihcy had chofcn, would bid ihcin 
doc by word of mouth ; S \U(il was the firll, that drew certain Rules and 
orders , in ihcmfclucs moft holie , and mnO vfcful for ihcdiic(5tion ofihat 
Mjanuer of Conuerfaiion, Mc appointed a time for Tiobaiion , at the end 
Hlicrofthey flioulJ al oblige thcmrdues liy Vow ; h.c ftt downc a certain 
method of liuing^ns what cxercifcs of vertuc they were to pcrforn>c,vv bar they 
wcretoauoyd ashuttful, hcap^iointcd certain punilhiT>cnrs propouioi.ablc 
oj thi faults ofihc o.tcndeis i and ordcrcdtucric thh)g Avith that wif .on.c and 
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moderation , that they were not only prcfcntly admitted-of by tl titjT*'^ 
jraaifcjbuttoihisvcric day the Monaftcricsof Greece and ofal the W^ 
parts liaueno other Rule, but 5". B^fii'j. *'*iCrjj 

6, He brou;^ht alfo an other thing to paflTcj to wit, that whcrasbcf 
that did make profeffion of a Religious courfc , did attend only to themn * '' 
and to their o wne priuate fpiritua J benefit , and therefore of purpofc(Ii?rL » 
companic, asancncmic tothcir dc/iicd quiet; he brought this Diuinc pH"!"* 
fophic as it were from thcThird hcaucn , and planted it ncercr cittieV ,!!j 
tOA-ncs, that tlicir Nci-hbour nji;ht icape fruit and comtnoditic bv • 
:..Gr<;4or»fN4-/4>.:'/MdothcIceiIyielUfyc it of him inthcfc words • Toth/ '!i 
hcnii-htnoc only benefit himlclf but others , he firftof al mcnihouph'!^ 
Monallcrics , and brought that ancient and folitatic fafhion of [£ ( 
Monks , to a certain mcthode and order, ncercr to Religion. Forpcrccauwj 
that thcy.who liucd among others in the world , thoughthcy wcrecarffSl 
to ..bfciue a kind of Monaftical abftinencc , yet benefited others and Z 
' thcmfclucsfoinuch , bccaufc offeree ihcy muft dwel in the midftof mml^ 
- cuils,contraric toaquietandperfcA life; and on the other fide thatihcr 
' who liucfarrc remote from companicin iheDefert,aicmoreconftantintf2l 
good rcA Jutions,and more vnited to God , but yet arc but for themfclyej 
' becaufe they want experience, and hauc no communication at al with othcri- 
. he laboured to ioyne both thefc kinds of life inone. To which purpofchcor 
' dcicd the bu.ldint^of Monatteries not farrc from companic, and would not 
. hauethcm vvholy fcparated jthat when Charitic required , they michi bej 
. .and byrcafonofihcirncerncsjand be otherwifc confined within tlSirownc 
limits tot. ecnd that companicmight not hinderthcirquietibywhichnieani 
thcylhould ncthcrbcdepriucd of the employment which Charitic towards 
others would cal ihcm vnto , nor their employment againc become vnpro- 
htab.c , by rcafon of thc.nuhitude, but one help an other; am) the life of 
Monks become fruitful by conucrfation with tlu n. that liuc m the world; 
and , Iicy againe Icarne qdet . and contemplation, and wifdomc of the Monks; 
and be as thcfca and the land embracing and helping one an other. Al this 

7 . At liiis time w hen the Grace of God was fo plentiful in aduancine Reli- 
g.ous cou, fcs m Greece and in al the Eaflcrn parts , we muft not think thai 

he raw a Monafter^c at M.Ian , w hich S, ^^^brof.- ( as he fpeaketh ) nurfed vp ; 
and S. Jluo^uft.nlmmi as Vo/?,d,nius relateth ) didfound Monafteticsof men 
andwo,neninAfrick,whid,manicdocthink(&amonuthcrefty../f««m«*.) 

hatthcy wercof the Inditute, which now adayes we cal the Hcremits of 
LmT • • '' "'^ ''^'''''' '• ^' -^"^^(f'"> before he v^as Bi/hop . builta 
o.c.ic ma vvooj nccr the citric of Hippo; which monaftene both in his 
c- ,inc, a..d afier h.s dcccafc grew togrcat .^realnes, and diuided itfclfinto 
n ..;e b.anchcs m the botdc.ing citties . but after fomc yeares was by the 
n ,'i • ' ' ^'^^'J^'baiiar.s ma-icdifpcrfed; & fome of the Religious catnC 

uta ,c , others V. cnt to other places , til /r;;,«a«, the Fourth , vvhowasPope 
r .. , ^ V'" ^;"f/''*'"^*"Jtvvo hundred fourtie three, finding diuers other He- 
r..a...u;.pc./cdhccr&thcre,caliedthemaltogcaihcr,andioynini;the/nboth 
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in Habit and Habitation, incorporated them to the Rule tf S. ^tt^*,fl,„ , and 
witha: commanded them to liuc in Citties, that they might alfo bcncfinhcir 
TsI«>)iFhbour ; which rniiiTe hie CnrrffTe^fr Ji.^^^^.. .1.. i:.......k j* j r^ ^^ 



mtnccnurcn, anamtnc midltofthc Citiieskecpeth the name of Hermits, 
which it had from the bceinning , dcriued from the foJitudc, which it piofcl- 
fed. But this hapucd much later; wlicrforc let vs returnc to the times of S. jlu. 



l»h' 



8. S. Jlimme infimiaicth , that much about that time Religious courfes S. n^ermt 

ably encreafed there. Fiu wriiiog in 'r/'- **• 



were brought vp to Rome,orrather notably encreaieu there. Kn wriung in 
commcndationof7>/4rcf//j,hcrayih.thatwherasbeforc,ihepurpofeofMonks 
was not knowne in Rome , and no bodie durA by reafon < f the noueltic of it 
take vponhimth^tname , which as then was, in the opinion of the vulgar, 
vile and contemptible i 7>/^rcfftu hauinc learned the manner of life of S. u-lmotne 
ycthuini;,and of thcMonafterics oi'fljfbMis , by meanes of the Pricfts of 
^/i.v4w</iM, that were in banifhmcnt for feare of .//yi«c, wasnotafliamed to 
rnakeprofcflionof that which flie knew was picafing to Chi ift. And crtaing 
a Monaflericina place withouttownc, by hcrcxaniplethcrc grew tobe manic 
Monafteiies of Virgins, and an infinit multitude of Monks; infomuch that the 
multitude ot them made that glorious , which before was contemptible. 

9. Vpon thefc foundations Religion (lil grew more and more, and <!(fan- 
dcd to S, Hmdtli his limes, which was a little more then a hundred ycarcs ^ ^mcd.n 
a tcri and we may gather it by that which ^. G.e^orir relateth of him, to ..it, s -„, ut 
that Knunus a Monk I cfore him, brou};ht him his meate to the deni.c ^^ here u './i !. „ 
he was reiiredj and that he was chofcn Abbot by a whole MonaOerir , v. lirn <^ i- 
the Abbot thcrof was deceafcd, whereby weniay fee.thax there were I'.icrs 
Monks n> Italic before S. Bentdili, where notwithftanding he isdrlemcdiy 
ca led the Father and Patriarch of ofMonks , becaufe hcdid rayfcMon-ini-. 
cald.lcjpline to fo great a height of fanditie, and efteemcofwifdomr.that he 
may be .n a manner fayd to i.ane been the Authour of it.For hauinr bcnun 
ftii Ordcj jn Monte-Caflino in the yeare Fiue hundred and twentic ( as wc 
hnd recorded) he founded , as it were in an Inftant, twelue Monaftcries m 
lulic and out of them drew other branches into France by S. hUmta , inro 
ouilie by S, TUadtis.intl by others into other places. And he did not only 
"ore Religion with an infinit number of fubic<fls , but reformed the Orders 
of It. f. or he wrote a Rule which is yet extam and in prat^ifcfo ful of wifdomc 
"ut i . Cf^^m fpcaking in commendation of it, calleth it very truly perfptcuoul ^ ^7^*''' 
'"^^^rds tanind^creucft.lnComuch that astheEaft doth honour S^ jLl fo ' '^'" '''■ 
»hc VVcftdorh honour 5\ HeHrd>ff,2i the Authour and Faiher of Religion.' 

10. Out of this root, which he nlanted.diuers branches of feucralFami- 
'x-^ hauc fptun-, embracing the fubibnce of the Inftituieof^. Rmd,fLhut 
c orn,,np^o,,jji^g^ or (lightly changing fomc things, and differing fome- 
^^ hat from It. ° ^ ThcOrdci 

". The firft and moft ancient among them is theOrderof f/««, whicli l^*'"'^ 
^' *^ l>c^un m the ycarcNinc hundred and thirteen, by Odo Abbot of Clunv, ^o^, 
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and from him ukciU the name. For the Iiiaitmc of S. Bwr</;ff growing i« 
(iccay, as al oihci things naturally doc inume, he being eminent both 'o 
IcAri.in-' an.l hi.Uncs of life , cnacauourcd to rcftorc it to the foimcrpji. 
fcaion'i andcfleacd it. By vvhofc example moft of the Abbots of Italfe 
Spaync , Gcrnianic , and England applycd ihcmfelucs to the rcfortnJoo of 
their Monallcrics v;ith likcfucccilc and fruit , and vnitijig themfclutsto. 
gcathcr , and concurring in one fpiiit , the auihoritie of the Popchelpini 
aifo ihcrunto , they had a meeting cucric ycarc , whecin they aduifcd indrts 
Coined vpou fuch thinj;s, as miglit conduce to the maintenance cf Religious 
ciifciplinc ; and the change was fo notable foi- the better, that it is obfciwA 
that ilicie were two thoufand Monaftcrics rcilored and reformed. 

iz. A brancii of thcfamclnilituteis the Order of r.«w«/(/ft/4,foun(iedbr 
5". ]\ptmuUtM : who about ihcycsrc of our Lord Onechoufand, featin;* hiti> 
fcU* in the Mount Jptnnwe , to the end there to follow a courfc of pen. 
nance and Rcligion,maderucha change in the harts of men by thccxampit 
and admiration of his fan<5litic,.that (as we find recotded } it wastliounhr, 
thartlic whole world would haue become Kcligious, vnlcflche hadhindrej 
it. And there weiefomanieMonaftciics built eucric where according to hij 
Rule, that it may be in a mannev accounted a new Older. 

r?. The Order which is called of P^aUe-vwhtefn had the like beginnin' 
and (uccelle, fcauentic three yeares only after that of CamaUaU. Ubn Qui* 
l>eiiui was the bcginnciof iti who not only pardoning his cnemie, whom he 
ha 1 in his power to kil ( in regard he befought him by the PaffionofChrift 
who furtcrcd as that day > that he would fpare him ) but louingly embracing 
him, and tclUng him, that from that day he would take him for hisour.e 
l)roilicr , svhome the other had killed ; this fa<^ of his was fo high!/ 
plcafing to our Sauiour, that coniinc', prcfently into the next Church , anJ 
prayifii; before the image of a Crucifix which was of wood , the head of the 
^Jrucilix bowed downevniohim , as it were, thanking him, and the noyfe 
• t thccrack, which the woodiraue, was playnly heard by thofc that were 
picfcnt. And v\iil'.al God planted in his hartadefire of being Religious-, and 
h.;[ !ic iciircd himfelf, and begaanc a Religious courfc in his cvvncbouff, 
and afteiwards in the Valley aforenamed , a place as then but meattpandob* 
rc'jrc, but not long after much renowned for the venue of this bkflcd man. 
And Ins Order grew great in time, and diffufed itfelf into manic branches. 

14. Ikit the Cidtfiidn Order is one of the noblcft of them al, andthcbf- 
pnningihcrof as noble. In the yeareOne thoiifand nineiie eight, in dicrai" 
yncoCllfnnt thel omth Emperour, andTV^/Zf^thcFirfl Kingofrrancc,«,«trf 
Abbot oi Mtliffnfs, finding that his Monks grew diforderlic by rcafon of the 
ajim>l»cicfthc«n,andofihcii great wealth , aduifing with fomc of ihcmilnf 
were move vei tuoully giuen ( to the number of one and twenile , as it is rccoc- 
i'cd;tran(poitcd himfelf to (rt6/7/o//, the chief citticofBurgundic in ihofcdayc; 
and ch ifo liis dwelling in a folitarie place called Ciflejux ,.froin which the 
<^rdci is nanicd t\\c iijUnun Order. But the Monks of MoUfinti iccUmin^ 
thcu.fehics in the meane time , were carnef^ with l{ohttt to rduriicvr.tJ 
thtftn-, whwrh he did •, and placed i/r/>/;f« in his roomc at Ct({(Aux , a mia 
kiUL-nily j;iucu , and, 05 it is xbousht , the Auihom- of tiut fvparation. 
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Tlieir Companic was very ftnal, and continued Co for fifiecne yeares, that ic 
was likelic to come to noihingi til i\ »ff w-r./infpircd by God . coming Into ir 
did not only vphold it, but madeitvvonderfuUy famous; Fot he nut him j'c If 
into that Monafterie with thirtie others, whcroftiirec were his ownc brethren; 
and not long «fter,the fame of his vcrtuous lining brcakiog-forthof that oU 
fcuritic, he drew fo manic to follow liisfootfteps , that fending his brethren 

and difcipics abroad into the whole world.hc founded one hundred and ihtee- 
fcore Monaftcries in his ownc life-time, 

15. Al ihefe Families fprung out of the Rule of S, Benedia, which in thofc 
daycs did bearc al the fway j infomuch that in al the Weftcrn parts it is hoi- 
den , that there were no other Monks but they that profellcd that Rule,iil the 
Charteriioufe-monks began , which was fome fixteen yeares before the be- 
ginning of the 0,/ocu/i Order; and tire origin of chem is vvcl knowne and fa- 
mous. For a Doftourof the Law in Paris dying with great opinion both of 
Icirning and fanaitie, as lie lay vpon the hearfe, while the Diiigc was finqing 
for his funeral, and manic allcmbledatitthrcefcucraldayes togeather, fpakc 
alowde,onc day //.4/ heW4t4ici4ft(i , an other day tfmt he iv4j iW^f^/, and the 
third day iluthe TV4^ condemned, Whcnipon n#«rfo afamous Doftoiir alfo of the 
famc-Vniijcifitic,afrightcd,turning to his SchoUars fayd: >f wf/Tv/;» /;;f/i f j;j /;f p. 
*fr/, vnUjf,htfor,.ike //;t w.Wr/?And prcfcnrly bctookc himfcjf with C\k compa- 
111(3% to a faJitaric place about C>/frt9/>/r,eftecu)ing it thcfittefl feate to retire him- 
rclfvnto,from the world. And it wasreuealcdtoH«»«Biniopofihat Dioccfc 
rhattliciircfolution was from God; for as he lay in his bed, hefaw { .is he 
ih^i^ht) the Maieftic of God defcending vpon that dcfat place, ainUi.at 
InintcU was buildinga palace for him thcic , & anonchefdw as it wtrcrcaucn 
lUrr es of great brightnes to rife by litlc & litle from the earth in forme ol a C o- 
roiict , farrevnlikc to anic other ftatrcs both in fafliioo^and fiiuation and 
motion. vi-ai- * 

i6. The InOitute of the C4mtliis , though it wove brought into Italic The r.r. 
about a thourand two hundred yeares after Chrift, yet learned men doc de- 'mlu . .,r 
Jiucr,thatitis much more ancient ,for we find that him Patriarch of Uieru ^'''='=- 
lalcm , in the ycare Foure hundred and tvvelne, being of this Order and *"•*"* 
the head of ,t , wrote a Rule for ic ; wherby it appeareth , that it fhould w-w.„/r, 

« ^cni hUldtnfts.m approucd Authour) that Arc of opinioo.; that it beuan in "'• ^- '■ »4. 
^^\^ Apoaies time in M .iint Camiltts ( and the nauK flrcweih no Icfle ) in a 
'-'lurch which was the fiill , that cuer was dcditaied to the Bieflcd Vir-in 
o'u Ladic in this world; and encreafing in number of fubic^s and hoilfes 
t'u^ough-out al FaleHine , was difpctfed by the Saraccpf that oucrraone the 
coutrcyi&they being rootcJ-outagaine.it flour ifliedasbcforMouehaljout the 
ycareoncthoufandonehundrcd. This is moil certain, that abdutfoufe-fcorfc 
r/lT ''/ '•^'■j.'^'^^'^'".^ °f >"f. -^Z^^" *i^^ »^au iarch o(Hii>u(.Um ( a man lear. 
'•» & wifcjreftorcd the Rule which /o/mhad inftituted,^ augmented it very 
1' 'taolyjand al3out the time I ra)-d before. Pope Ihnofan the Third brin. 
M.ucrsof the Religious <fthat Order into digm Prouinces of / 11- 
J; ' Yr^oucd and confiuned thcii Rule ,. being wished thcrunto by 
«. Laue appearing vnoo lum iu.a.Vilion, as ic m reponcd i ami 
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not lone after, l»opc Innocent ihc Fourth made dmcrs Decrees in fauwu of fc 
and lookc it into thcprotcftion and fafcgard of the Sea Apoftolick. A hjj«S 
Ace not only <or the propagation of this Order, but for the inftituting of 
fouic other Ordcrs,to wit,thc franctfcMws , the Dommicsm , the CtUfws^tt^ 

17 The rrdncifcdfis began in the yearc One thoufand two hundred md 
tweliic. lor we find that this yearc 5. functt brou&ht his Rule to Pope Inu, 
cent the Third, and that it was confirmed by him,thcy bemgas yet butftwof 
the Order, but it was lialf a miracle to fee how quickly it encrcafcd. infonjoch 
that notion- after there met of them at a General Congregation at .Y^fioe 
thoufand, and at the felf-famc time there were fiuc hundred more that eDtrtd 
amoni; them; fo rhatin afliort time they filled the whole world, and areootv 
fomanieofthem, that being diuided into three branches , euctic branchof 
tliem is fo populous, that they may fccme cucric one of them to be a grt« 
Older of iifclf. 

18. The Dtmlnicdni hauc their name and beginning from S. D.mml, , wfw 
heingfirftaCanon-RcgularvndertheBi()iopof//«f/cw,labourcdhardfort{D 
ycarcsagaiaft the Herff/f^JofToloufei andthcn making fomc few partabi 
of his determination . he framed a new Ruleandlnftitutc, the end wh«c( 



ThcSciui- 



Cw.'cftinci. 



TM 






i rut . 



ihr.uld be toprcach the Ghofpel, which is the rcafon they arc called fr<f> 
Vftdcinr^, And they write that it was firft cofirmcd by word of mouth by fwc 
ffw; the Third in the time of theCouncclof/-4(er4«iandafrerwardsinwritin:, 
by Ili'toriHi the Third, in the yearc One thoufand two hundred and fixtcen. 

19. Somciixteen yearcs after, the Struittshcgin at rUrence, at the time 
when the Empcrouri rc</mV/^theSccond,bcing at variance with PopeG«^im 
the Ninth, and with the Church , wafted the Pope's territoiicby al ihcnKancj 
he could. For it is recorded, that fcauen Gcntlemenof worth, and wcl able 
to Hue, called by a voyce from hcaucn retired ihcmfeluestoahilthatwaf not 
fai re of, and lining priuate there for fomc time , were difcouctcd and madt 
know nc to the world by ihcir vettuous life,whcrupon many adioyned then), 
fclucsvmoticm i and beini> afterwards difperfed into fcucralProuince$,arc 
^rownc to that encreafc which we fee. They arc called S<r«i«s becaijfe thq 
particulai ly profclfc thcmfclucs Scruanisand (laues of the Bledcd Virgin. 

10. Not lorn; after the CtUfiinti were inftituted by 'Ptttr Mflwnr. This man, 
as It is recorded of him, lined manic ycaics in the Wildernes; butthcauftenne 
of hislifc,togcather wilhthemanicmirades, which he wrought,macehii3» 
fo famous in I talie , and throughout al Europe , that manic putting t/^^ "I"'"^ 
vndcr his conduft, they were diftributcd afterwards into fcucral houlcsaw 
countryes. And there beint; at that time a General Councel at lions, v 
Pope Off. #ri#<hc Tenth pte(^nt at it in perfon , he wentthithcr,andptocurw 
his Rule and Inrtituie to be approucd by him in the yearc One thoufand iwo 
hundred fcaucniic three. But the rcafon why they are called a/f.J»»«'«.^^. 
caiifc t his very man fomc twentic yearcs after being made Pope , calleJ nmi 
Ctltlfm the Fifth , and eucraftcrthat name ofhisrcmayncdtohisOrdcr. 

11. WcmuU not let pallc the Crtf/)fi-/r4r5, the beginning* of whicn^^^ 

dor two Vo\KS,^(txdndtr the Third, and the Sixt , intheir ^«u«/^'^'^'""' , 
detiueitom Clttuj^ S, rc/rr his fucce Hour j not that ibcy iiucd in that itia 



them which now wc fee , but that there was in thofe times a Companiein- 
ftitutc'd fonhe cntcrtayning of Pilgrims that were Chriftians , fpecially if they 
were poore \ which Companic being impaired by the Qtu^l perfccuiions of 
thofchrftTyrants, and chiefly by /<»//4»the Apoftat, Trt^n the Second tefto- 
red it in the time, \a hen Chriftian Princes armed with the figncof theCron'r, 
went againft the Barbarians, and happily recoucrcd MntUznd IIiernfAltm, 
jtlexAtidtr ihc Third afterwards did them manic great fauours, in regard that 
in his flight from Vredetick AnobAibt^ they often and liberally entcrtayncd him 
intheir HofpitaJs,notwithIhnding the fliarp orders of the Empcrour to the 
conrraric. Laftly 1^'*^ the Second in the yearc One thclufand foure hundred and 
threc-fcorCjinaCouncclat M4w/«4, when he was preparing a voyage to the 
Holic land , appointed thac they ftiould v\'eare a putplc Habit ( it is not ceriaiu 
wherefore) whcras before they wentinalh-couloui* 

II. The beginnings of the Order of hUum-Qlmti in Italic arc ilfo famous. 
Blcircd Btrndrdfolmens is fayd to hauc been the Authour of it , t >geathcr with 
two others , whom he ftJrred-vp with an eloquent Oration , which in the 
Academic of i:i>n4 , white he w aspublick Readerof Philofophic, he made of 
the Vanitie of the world , as it were bidding it Adieu. For prclciuly they retired 
thcmfclucs from companic to a hil not farrc of, which was called 0/<#^ri (from 
which the Older takcth that name ) to the end they might with better com- 
nioditicattendtoaheaiienlic life. This was in the yearc One thoufand three 
hundred and twentic. And their fcruour Sc ftrid liuing foone fpred their fame, 
and drew others to imitate their courfe of lifir, 

X 1 . Not long after , to wit , in the yearc One thoufand three hundred fiftic 
fix, there began an other Order in the fame chtie of Sirn^, called thcltfudti. 
Thefoundcrof them was lodnttes Cohmbinns , who is fayd to hauc been con- 
uertcd by reading the Ufer.f 5, W,<r/> of i€o'/'N vpon which he had fallen by 
chance , and fuddenlychanc;cd thcrupon ,lcad a mofl holic life , ful ofgoi»d 
works, and fpecially of the denial and contempt of himfclfjwhcndiucis others 
folh win;^ the fame couife. Pope ^'jt^wtheFiftteturnini; out of Franccem- 
bijccdthcinlouingly as a new and tender of-ipring of the Church of Cluill, 
and gauc them manic priuiledgcs. 

a^.Miichaboutthc fame time the Order of the Jlewnits ofS.II/>r#mrfprung 
vp,\vhichfloi)rifhcth chiefly in Spayne and Portugal. Viterl(nid»iJt:(, is fayd to 
iiaticlKcnihefounc'cr oftliem. Forleauingthe Court i^n'tur KingofcVi////f, 
inwhofcfauouthe was both for his own'c and his father's fetuices , he fuil 
ioyncdhimfclf to certain Hcicmits , that Iiucd a folitaiielifc ; aftci wards ro- 
geaiher with fomc others, to whom he comn)unicatcd his refolution, he tookc 
vj on him the Rule w hich S. Ilitroim full began in the cittie of BcthUcm , and 
Has afterwards continued for a loni;timc» but as thcndccaycd; and ihishcdul 
hiflinthcProuinccof ToWo. Then coming to l\ptnt he biought this his nc-// 
Kiilc to Grtgone the Eleucmh , who w as then Popc,in the yearc Onci h.ui(aiid 
dure hundred cightie fomc , which when ic was coniirn.ed by him, itipiickly 
encrcafcd in number of fubic^s and houfc? . 

)4. After thcfcagainc there aiofc the >i'«»W» , about t4'.c yearc One thou- 
fand ((.inc hundred and fiftic; people that in their life and Kulc piufcile the 
wn..i,:ic,,vhich'.hcic name niikcch lUcw of. The head and Authoui of this 
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OrdcrwasFMwciJ ofP4^-(atowncin t4UrM)aman rare for Vmuctudu 
rare for a kind of facilitic, which he had of worlcing miracles ; foordlmj 
with him , that wc may fay , hedid them alwaycs ac his l>lcafurc. Whcrforeiti, 
no wonder that his Ordcialfo graced with fuch a Founder, dothflonri(h(biQ 
Italic and,Spaync , and chiefly in France , and is Co confpicuous in the wotll 
that it may dcfctucdly ftandin compariioifw iih thofc that arc more andtot. 

Offhe Religious Orders of the Chrgle.^ 
C H A P. xxin. 

F that be true, which wc haucfaydabouc of the manner oflife, 
which the Apoftlcs licld,and of the perfcdionprofcfTedinthofe 
timcs.as it is moft certain \ there was not only anciently a Rdi- 
glousOrdcr of Clergie,butabfolutly the firft Rchgiousmenihi 
ciier were, were of thcClcrgie. For feing Religion confillcthin 
thiecVowes, which I haueofccn mcmioncd.and both Rcafon and Amhoriiic 
conuinccth that the Apoftlcs made them Avhy may we not fayA indeed optnly 
maincainCjthat they wcve Religious, and that Religious couifcshaut their orf. 
gine & beginnin;4fromthem.And vponthdikccertain grounds, we may ilfa 
aflirm'-ihcrarnealinoftofthcwholcClci-icofthorcdaycsifor taking exam, 
pic by the Aportlcs, it was wholy framed and bicd-vp to the like perfcaicn. 
And asfrChafliticihcrc is nodoubtto be made/, but they did vovtir, when 
they tci'kc I lolic Orders , for thou^^b fomc toolsc Orders that had their wiuei 
yet iinini^ , yet ( as Mtdtnazu^ manic others affirmcand prone) they w«TC 
Ivonc i:.\hat cafe to imitate tlic Ajmfllcs , who ( as wc (ayd before ) di4 
vv>hinrarily barrc tliciufclucs of the vfcof marriage. And cueiie one of (hem 
vowed Obedience lO his DiHiop : wherof among other proofes , wehauc 
tliis cuidcnt fignc , that , as SHlf'umi rccordcth , S lhl4r'tt hauing taken an af. 
i\dion to S,7>lirtln by rcafoti of his vcriuous difpofition, could think cf no 
llrongcr mcanes to oblige him, and bind himtohisfcruicc,thcn by putting 
hi.n into llolic Orders. And S. Crr^orie obferueth , that cucn in his lime it 
was llil a cuftomc in f^we , that iii whaifoeuer Church a man had taken 
Orders , it was not free for him afterwards to dcpartc from it. And bolh 
fhtfc things are to ihisilay in vfcinholie Church. For they that take Hoitt 
i -I'ltrs , arc(;biir.cd hv folcmnc Vow to line chaftc , and they cx| rcfly pro- 
inirc Obedience to their Biflmp though \Cc and pradifc hath giucii a large 
Uoy(w tl.is fcf on.! Vow ; for wiicrai in thofc daycs they obeyed their Blnop 

< ..'uU iiinltli;iv;s,nGvv tlicy arc obliged but in very few. But the Vow ct 

< i.jlii.ic h.ath now a-, much' ft rcc among them , as it hath among Rcligict" 
}c •. 1^ ; and niakcth their marriage not only vnlawful , but abfolutlyvcydf. 
A. t )r P. v.nv.c , if wc regard tiiat', which is now in vfc , it were hard to 
pio-;. it ; I lit ir wc call our eye vpon that which was anciently p'^'''.' 
p th;u.? i? n. c cleci. For anciently it was the order , that the Cicfg^e 
ttiM'U vca'.d .o tl.cr liue-lodc , lYthcy had anic , and rollcl'c nothing '" 
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priuatc to ihemfelucs. V^ herof ^. llitremt giucih good ieAimonic,yeaId»ng « 
ihis for the rcafon , why from the beginning cf the Church the Cicrgie did •» 
/liaue their crownes ; to figniHc , fjijth he , the cafting-of al temporal »» 
things, bccaufc contenting thcmfclues with food and doathing, they ou^ht •» 
to hauc noiliing proper , but al things common. 

I. J . 1^1 0'pffi an ancient writer , rcportctii ih? fame. It is fitting , Piyih he , to p^ r .^^ 
J,auc pofl'c (lions of the Chuicli,& to conienmc one's o\vne,forihclouc» fjer- ». Wr vu*. 
fctftion For the poircflionsof the Church arc notourcwMC . but comrnc n-, & (<vfl.(, f, 
therefore eueric one that contemnctli his ownc,forfgking or ft IJing that which " 
hchad.ifhcbcchofcn I'relatofaChurch, he is made lUward of wl.atn.cuii ". 
the Church haih.Andbiingcth the example o{ S,Vakttnk< andi. //i/^r/r , wJio 
fdlini; their patrimonic,dIfiributcd the m< ncy among the poorc,& beiHi; aftcr- 
ivard's both ofthem created Bifli'>ps,«!id carefully menage the C hurch-liuings. 

3. That the Chrgic did hue in common , may beproucd both by what we Tlic Clcr- 
hauefayd ,and by the Epilllcof i. Ovntm I'opc to the Clcri icof Hicrufalem, j;'^ 'I'J 
wlicrehc fayili : It is nccelliiricfor euerie one toliuc in common , but fpc- "\ 
cially for them that dellrc to fcrue God, and to imitate iht lifcof ihcA|>ofilcs, 

and of their Di(ciplcs. ^. Greeone alfo writing to S../ftfs^hjlif>^ uillcth i.im to ,,,l\r}l'^''^' 
bring-inamong the Clcrgicofihc Church of England (whiihwas ihcnbud- ^ q^^^' . 
ding ) the manner ofconucrfation which was pratlifcd by our fore-fathersin rf//)onf 4" 
ihc Frimiiiuc Church, \. hen nt'bodiccallcdanieihinghisowne, but the p« f- ^yiuf^p. 
fcdons.wliich ihcy haJ.wcrc al common among them. And among tiicCa- ,,,^ , r, 
nonsof/:M^^f'.v.r' the, Second, wc find a Rccrce commanding , that theCIergie tKfJf-iri^. 
fliould hauc one RcfLvhric , one Dormitoric, and fo of the red of the Offices. Anvl .lid 
1-inally thu they were obliged to thefe things by Vow , Pope f^>trf« tefUfyetK vo^^ ic. 
inhisFpilUc/9 4//i'iA(>/'., when after diuers other things , dirciHrnghisfptach K'f-^f»ri»* 
to the Cicrgie, he fay ill rhu^: Uhofoeucramongyou hath vndertaKcn a com- n '■ '• 
nun life, and vowed that he hath nothing proper, let him takehccd that he /"*'"'• 
makcnothi'.promire voyd,but kecpccariiullythat which he haih promifed " 
G^Jd,t^at he may not heaj^e vpon I. injfclf damnation , but merit •, becaufc it is " 
better net to vow, then not to peifornjc his Vow. '^ 

4. By alwhic,' we may fee, that in thofc daycs cither al the Clergie,or in 9 
nianncral/j-eciallytlicy that did ayme at greater peifedtion, did make thefe 
three Vowcs, and conftqucntly were truly Religious men. In which alfo Di- 

uiiies doc agree i and in particular ?ilcJina{ a learned Authour handling this MtJmdii&, 
flucdionof purpofc )bringeihmanie proofes for it, and among others , con- ^ ''«»^ 
hintth it by the name of Canons which is yet in vfc , and is as much to fay , as '"»'"'• <•'<>• 
Rc^^ulars. And nioreouerhefayrh, thatthecafcofthc ParilhPriefts was alfo ^-'^'t'"!'' 
iht rau»e,and thatit wasnotfrtcf^r them ncithcrtopollcllcanicihing astheir Pari-lv- 
ownc i but that in regard they nn\l\ rccefTarily line at large in their Parifb, and ^''»"-'^^* 
could not be with the c< nimunir ie amon'^ the reft ,thcy were exempted ; naich 
afer the manner that now adayes Moi.ks are , when by cninmarnl of ihcir 
•Siipfriourstheyarcrcnrto gcniemc a Paiilh. Thus he j and adt'cth that Po- 
ucitie, in which '• elij^icm conlillcth , was fo proper to the Cletgic , ilut 
it was rather by fuffWanre, chat they began to hnuc anie thini' jr^ier .'r^*^ '• *• 
Anilproueth ir by tlia fuying of \ ^u ".m , \vh - in or.c of I is .Scr- ,\'f',^„^'*,'*' 
"»ynj of the ComaiJii U'c of chc Ckijc fayih , ihat htrf<fo¥( he \\?t .1,, c,,,^''.' 
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„ ofaininJnottotakca«icimothcClcrgle,butthorcthatwt)uIdIcade h "^ 
„ in common; but aftccwards he altered his mind , Icaft (which was wo H^ 
„ through hypocrific&dillcmbling flionldbrcakcthc Rule, andnotfai 1 ? 
3, l^romifc; and thctforc from thence f rwaid he would admicaman?te fc 
Cici^ic, though he would not liuc in common. Out of which Mtdi a l 

ar-uc, that the nature of the State rccjuiicth, that a mar fliouldprofeirrPnii 
tic 1 and if al did not doc it , it was by fuflfcrance and difjicnfation. 

5. Andlima-inthatthccaufcsofthi; relaxation might be tvvo' Firft tL 

^ ;at cncteafc of ihc number of the Clergic j foe the number ofChriii „ 

growing to that k-ight.that ihcy could not be holpcn by few , and it bcinea7 

a great ornament to the Lhurch to hauc manic Minirtcrs , the fcruouranJ 

zealcofperfcdtion could not be fowclmaintayncd in fo great a number An 

other reafon might bCjbccaufc the farther times grew from the primitinelUtt 

of the Church . Charitie and the loucof Godgrcw alfo more cold among njen 

feif-loueand the afFcdion to priuatc commodities taking place ; fo that twil 

hard to keepe al the Clergic to that ftri<fl denial of al things ; and yet fome that 

had more courragc and more ftruour, maintaynedit, and foapplyedthcm 

rcluestothcfundtionsoftheClcrgle., that they performed alfo thcofficcjof 

•;. ^m4r«/J Rdi-ious people » and kept their wonted orders cxaClly. V. uimbnfc coith 

W' ^ r ^ mcndeih Euftbiui Bilhop of Vtnth for his dilioenccin this kind , ordering hii 

^^ Clergic fo,that (as he fpcakcth) he required of them two things toseaiherl the 

'^ contincncicofthc Monafteric,andthc difcipline of the Chuich.Thcfc bfing 

" different in thcmrclue5,tN/f/>iKi(i:fhoht mcmorie) fird ioyned logcathcr in the 

■' Vydtcrnpait,& dwelling in the cittic, kept the orders of Monks, &gourrnt<l 

I his Church with fobrictic of falling. For it doth greatly aduancc the grace oft 

" Pricftjfhebindyouthtothenraaifcof Abflinenccand the rule of Imepritif. 

and barrc them that dwcl in thccittic, from the vfc and coniierfation cfihe 

cittic. Tims fpcakcth S ^imbroft of Lufebius ; making him , if wc markc it. not 

abfolutiy the fiillAuihour of this manner ofliuing, but thccrcdlourofitinthc 

Wcftcrnpartsonly iforitfiourilhcd inotlicr Countries longbefore, as wefind 

by tliat which V fi d.,nm, writcih in the Life ofy. ^#<^«/?i«, where hctellcih V5, 

that S. ^,igM(l,n pradifed it , creating a Monaftcric ^ irhin his Church r where 

al hucd at common charge , and did caic at the fame table , and no bodic called 

amcihinj his ownci and morcoucraddeth, that this faflnon of liuinp.waifiift 

brouMht-invndcriheholicAportlcs.PopcPiwjthcFomthrpcakcihtothefamc 
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X'.'aJu \^y^* '^''^" '" ^ ""'^"^ °^ '"' J«icing'certain'thin7s'for^li^cTonoVf'ori^^^ 
',^p.fl.sfui .(.^"^''"■iV'^"^?" ' hegiucth tliis reafon : bccaufe this Order was innituicd by 
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the Apoftlcs. Nf4«^rr* cites the BuiJc , and addcth manic things to likepurpofc. 
Su tiiat > .Auo^ulhn alfo was net {o nnich the firA Founder as the rcllorcr or Re- 
former of this Religious Oidcr of the Clergic; and I meerc with noman.tlui 
inikcthaniedoubi, but that the Order , which he did inftitute, is the fame 
Older of ti;c Canon- Regulars , which cucn now I mentioned. For whcQ 
^ . .^«^/</?i». dycd,and the cittic of ////>;»(, was dcQroyed by the V/4n</4/f, Gr/4M 
an At. kail boinc, came to Rome with fomc Religious of that Order , and 
Hiiiicll;)c;i aftcrwardsmaJc Pope, his Companions perrcucred in ihcKe- 
li^.ou, -.omfc , u h-cii tncy had bcgunne j and the Church of Lateran \v«i 
iiUi-iicd tJjrni fui their dwcllin-. VVherof wc findc good rcHimonie «« 

ihii 
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this day both inthcruincsofthat Monafteric, andinr-mcofthcPrpcsHul 
Jcs, andfpccially of Pope Ett*tnittf the Fourth. And it is vpon rccord,tiuc ilicii 
cniploymentswercto fay MafTr, to preach to the people, to minilter the Sa- 
craments vnto them , and finally to pafurme al Prieftiicand Apoftolical fun- 
ctions, liuing in common togea:her vnder Obedience to one Prouoll or Su- 
pcriour, andhauing nothing or iheirownc. And it is certain, that BoniJ4c$ut 
ihcHiihth was the Hi A that remcucdthcfc Canon-Regulars from theft houfc 
ai Lateran, after they had had polfcflion of ii nccrctpon eight hundred yea- 
res,3nd placed Secular Canons in their roome,giuing cuciic one of them his 
part of the rent?, wiiich before were in common. And wc hauc manic proofcs, 
that thislnftitute was not only in vfc in Rome, but in moft countries bcfides. 
VotS. Dommiik,\v\ Spay nc was firQfor a time a Canon-Regular, and the Life 
and Epiftles of S. Bf/W4r</ flicw that there werenianic of them in his time in 
France, for he rclatcth diuers things of them. There was therefore in tlnifc 
daycs this onlic Inftitutc of the Regular Clcr.i;ic,for ought wc know, to wit, 
the Canon-Rcgulais.asl banc fayd. But in this our A.;c, by ;hc fpccialpro- 
uidcnce and wil of God , diuers other Orders hauefprung-vp nmch of the 
fame kindc, and mucli to the aduanccmcnt of the Church , al of tiicm labou- 
tinginthecultiuatinj^ therof, as in tlic Vineyard (four Lord, (o muchilie 
tnoicfcrucntlyandchcarfully, and wiihmore fruit, by how muchihcyc(mc 
vnto it with new Aicni;th and vigour, and, as frcfli work-men, Icffc wearied. 

6. In which number uc may with reafon place this our Societieof I e vsj 
wil ch God in thefc l»tier daycs hath brought to light, to uit, in rhc ycarc 
One thoufandfiuc hundred and fourticiforin that ycarc it was confirtDcJ by 
Wv.qVauIms the /7.'/r*/, andcftablifhed by decree of the Apollolick Sca.U'c 
wil here fay nothing of the Founder therof, nor what beginnings it had, bc- 
caufe t ingsarcficHi in mcmorie, and knowne toeucric bodic. Only! wil 
ihcw briefly, after what manner it endeauourcth to couple Religions difii- 
piinc with the fundtions of the Clergic , embracing, as nuich as may bc,t' at 
whicii is bcfl and principal in both the kinds cf life. F< r whereas Rtlijoji 
chiefly confilleth in Poucriie, in forfaking the world, in departing from fhfh 
ai.dbl.Aidjindm perpetual Obedience (which we may vv<nthilycal rheprin- 
cipalpartofReli^ion,andasitwcretheE(TenceofitjtheS -cictic ( f I ts v 5 
embraccthalthcfc things, and in particular fo exadl Obedience, that it bcn- 
ticthalthc forces it hath to thcpcrfcdipraiaifc and excrcife therof; yetitma- 
kcth account, that Obedience and to be eminent in the pcrfc<a abncpatiort 
ff'urwilandiudgcmcnt, is the peculiar markc , whereby the true and right 
children and fubieds of the Socictic arc knowneand diftin<;uifhed from al 
others. Now as for the manner of huing of the Clergie , if wc wil g»e f(didly 
tONvorkc.wcmufl chiefly hauc an eye to that, which was indituted by the 
Apoftlcs. as our hcauenlic Maifters , which doubtles was very diflTcrcni from 
•hat, which now we fee. For anciently it attended to the funilions only of 
^faching and preaching the Ghofpcl , of inftrudting the ignorant in Clirilb'an' 
<'odt,iiic, of miniilrin;^ the Sacraments, and, in a word, to purge, illuminate, 
and pcifect the foulcs of otlicrs; by which threefold employment the Ecclefia! 
It'oa' I liciaichic refemblcd the Angelical , wh'ch isin heauen. The fame kind ' 
f'»ocrcifc$,out Order hath vndcriakch to pytin piadifc, ncjct after the fauing 
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an J pcifcilting iliciiownc foulcs, mccndingto help and perfect h^irw -T 
bour,by wov<i and vvorkc ; in piiuaic and in publick, ac Iioincaodab^'^t 
finally by al conucnicnt incancs cliac may be. Neither is it contratic t h 
ancient prar'tifc of tlic CIcrgie , that in our Sclioolcs wc apply ourfl 
to the teaching of children, lor wc findc it decreed in ancient CouncT* 
that Prifih and Monks Hiould haue fthoolcs in their M -naftcricj 'i 
Chinches, where the Faythful might fend their children. And S. Bij5/ I 
uin^ this vcric quellion , Whe/htr if ht jiifin^^ thdt Awong the 7iUn{i thm Itf^ 
T^Utfltn to ttAch SccuUr chilihtn^Uc aufvvcredthat it is very fittirg and am 
bie to the Ghofpcl , fo it be done to the end , that toi^eachcr vvithlcir! 

1 

m 



iiin.:, they be taught dcuotionand the fcare of God. And there want n 
cxain^)les of manicMonks and Monaftical Orders, that hauc had Schoojc? i 
only for their ownc , but to teach fccular people alfo ; vv hereby iliis ^vbk 
fay.nuy bec')nfiinie<'. And fomuchconccrningour Soceiie, 

7. But 10 retumci . iheOr'ers o( the Regular C'ergie in general ue 
ni.iy talily, udlcby what hath been fay d , hou laudable a thinj-it is, to cou- 
pic two fo pr fitaole and excellent courfcs fgcaihcr, and how im'ithiiij 
to bcdtlircd. For the Order of t're Clerijie , and tl.c Order tf ihe Monk? 
arc a, it were l.vo eyes, or two hands, or arnics of the Chmch . wlicrcf it 
hath \ft: inal octall>ns , both of them noble and excellent in ihcmfduej 
and fo fiaii;j;ht with their fcucral commodities bcl<nc;in.; to each (f them* 
l':at wh'ifocuci Ihal convare t'tcni toi;eather , wil findc that they fiirpai'c 
and arcfuipalled a;.ainc by one another. For in the Clci);icihc labcurand 
inhifhie, wlicrcwith they en)pl.;y thenifclues towards their Ncr;hboiir, 
i. remarkable, their diligence in prcachint; and oppoHng themfclucl toilie 
po\verofthcDiucl,anda*(uancingihcj»loiier.fG<d;ihejrPiieaiicOr(!craii(I 
<ui.t'>i'n, and tlic hjndlin- of the facred Myftcrics belonginij thcfunto. la 
A(.>nks ucuJ.-nirc their Pouertie, hauinii nothing , polle/ling noJiing;tlie 
br thciiicl-ueaniilouingcharjiic ami viiiou which is amoni;' them, being, 
as it were , of manie nien.bcrs one bodic , the mutual alhUancc , ufiich 
ihcy hauc by one another-, their Obedience toSuperiours, togcitkrwithihc 
ow lines c.f I he Hate iilelf, and humilitie and other fiuits , whichOlxdiencc 
bringcth. So that each of the ftaics hauing n)anie excellencies proper la 
»U'n.lchics, which ar, not in eadnuher, what an excellent kinde tf lifemu.1 
t ..at nccv^s be , whii h ioy ncth then, both fgeather, and cnioyeth the excellen- 
ces ^thcmboh,togeati)erwiththeca cof their ownefoules whichispro- 
pc« tnM nks,atrcndAigain,io he benefit and pcrfcaion of their Neighbour, 
\N li.thij the buhnesofthcCiiigier And fo much the mare, becaufe the ioy* 
»'ng< f them logcaiher biinjeih alfo more plentiful fruit in them both, then 
wlientlieyaiecjicrJIcd ftueiaily. For God d.uh beftow his grcccs in greater 
abum.j.Ks, xvl-en rhcy are direded to theaduancingof his'gloricinoihm 
Ct' ( oulinai.Jy ipcakmg) ihc nearer ihcinllfumcntof thcfc fprhual cHc^siJ 
comoyned WJih God the } lincipal Caufc £< Aurhour of them, the moicbe. 
mljt they worke in our Nei^,hbouf i and the coi^.iundion is wioughtby 
veitiie.anc ch.clly by HumiliticandObcditnce, both which belong inifl"' 
leialIyr,,aKclii;i.uiStatc. 

fi. Hut let vi ^^^alc our ownc , and Jjcirc how 5. ^tdrofe tliftaurfnh 
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of both thcfc liues, comparing them togcathcr. vThTimTk^ranic doubi 
fayth he, bmthat thcfc two ,to wit, the functions of the Clcrgic, and the 
orders of Monks , arc to be preferred before al liic earneO-dcuoiion , which 
is praftifcd among Chriftians ? the cxercifes of the Clcrgic being ordayned 
CO ciuil and humane conuerfation ; the Monks accuftoming ihcmfclucs to 
abllinence and patience. They are feated , as it were , in the open theater 
of the world ; thefe liue priuate and fccret ; eueric bodic's eyes arc vpon them 
thefc arc hidden from eueric bcdie. Therefore that noble Champion fayth- 
Wc arc made a fpcdadc to this world. They ace in the race , thefc are 
within the liftes. They ftriuc againft the confufcdnes of this world, thefe 
a;ainft the defircs of the flefli. They conquer the plcafures of the bodic 
thcfc doc fliunnc them. Their life is mote pleafing, this is iMore fafe ; they 
goucrne , thefe reflrainc ; yet both denye themfelues , that they may be 
ihr.fi, bccaufc it is fayd to the perfed : He that wil come after mc , let him 
^cnyc himfclf and take vp his Crofle, and follow me. That fife therefore 
fightcihjthis ftande.haloofe;that ouercomcth the alluremenrs , this auoy- 
dcth them i that triumpheth ouer the world , this banniHieth it •, that cru- 
cifyeth , or is crucifyed to, the world , this doth not know iti thatabidcth '. 
more all Juhs, and therefore the vi<5torie is the greater-, thisfallcth fclJomer, 
and prtfciucth itfelf more ealily. Thus S. ^mbroft ^ whereby vvcmav cleared 
iy fee that v\hich I fayd a litlc before , how rare that courfe of life mn(l 
needs be, where the excellencies of both thefc ftates are vnited to..catlier 
Ain.; that feuerally they hauc (o tnanie commendations in them ,'t I at k 
cannot but "be an excellent thing toembrace either of them. And diiidtlcs 
it i> a hard pecce of bufines , and a maifter-worke to conioyne tlicni ; but 
njtlmig is hard to God, v:Ub Woomc no wtrcl it hupc/^tble. 

Of the great mulcutide ofRe![(iotis^ a>id Religions Orders, 

CHAP. XXIV. 

A V I N G difcourfed briefly of the beginninp and pro- 
greffc of Religious Orders , we wil fpcnd a li'tle tin;c in 
conhdcring the number and varietie of the branches of 
them. For who is there, that calling to minde tlicinhnitc 
multitude of then), that hzuc profcrtcd this kinde of life 
inal A'.esalmoft of the Ghofpel, wil not greatly admire and 
becucnaltoniflied? We hauc fpoken before of i. ^,ihn,r, 
" liofcfame and example drew fonunie to forfakc the world , (^ i-hjeihcni- 
'tlticsfoafolitariclircjcucn wi)i!e:hefinciftitioofthcIIcathc. wasyetflion;^ 
"aicDiitries, that we may truly fay of that Age with the Roval Prophet :7'/«4m 
■^ ''lflf(fcthfcr9>rneoft'>eyc4rtof thyhenip^nifit^ tl'tfairfnetof the iltittiy^ul ayo-wU'^ 
«'" fk hillnd^t -IV / be ^jrt tv.//j (xHhaiiof}. I.ct vs fet before our eyes ilut whicli 
• ^'lunafi owtitc[U of him and his dircjiles in his Life. Vpon the i»il,^.(y</)/f, 
"'crc were Mun.iftcv its liLt tabcrn.ult^,hil tilLclclnal Qnicriof people tlMtli'tiit tlcii 
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, timcinnngingofPfalmcs, in rcading,and praying; andoccupjrinoagtc«^ 

. tent of land , ihcy made as it were aiovvnc among thcmfcluci.fVutrcdfroft, 

worldlie conucrfation. V/ ho is there , that beholding fuch a woild of Mook 

* and taking into his confiJcration that hcroical companic of people igrefng 
in onc,\vhcre there svas nencr an il-one, no dctwaton, but a multiradeoffoU 

' lower? of Abftincncc, and a continual ftriuing in matter of Pieticaodgood 
' oftlccs, would not prcfently breake forth into thofc words ? How good tst 

* thyhourcs,/4co6,and ihytabcrnaclcs,'/r-f/? as woods that giue{hadow,u 
a garden vpon riucrj, as tents pitched by God, as Ccdvi oiUbdnm neercthe 
waters. , 

I . The like we may fay of ^. U.hriort ; w ho, as S, Uuunt writeth/ooudftj 
about the fame time Monaflecics in Palcftinc without numben and of Mif^ 
r/Kf adifciplcof S. ^wf#»it's renowned for fandtitic, and a Father ofwy 
manic, that followed his foot-fteps. OHdtUon alfo it is recorded , that bt 
bui It diucrs Monaftcrics in Palcflinci and llil as he had finiflicd them, he retired 
liimfciffurthcr into thedcferr.Wcreade that /M''«f was goucrnourofaihou. 
find Monk": in oncMonafterie. And jifoHoniu} afcciwardsin thcfamcMo. 
nadcfic enlarncil, had hue thoufand vndcr him. And vpon a hil ofNww, 
about adayciiourncy from Alexandria, there were fiue hundred Monafterio, 
that flood almoft wal to wal,& al of them were dircfted by one MaiacrorPI^ 
iidcni. VaUmIuo an ancict Authour,and an cyc-witncs of manie of ihcfc thingj, 
reiatct h in the hi ftorie of his Pilgrimage , that lie faw a Ciitic , in wl»kh tbe 
were more Monaftcries then Secular'houfes i fo that ciiericlhcct and coiner 
ringin- with the Diuine prayfes, which thofe feruants of God did fiiig , the 
whole Ciitie fccmed a Church. He alfo tcftifycth » that he faw an infiniimul. 
tituJc of Monks in ^Umfhu and B.i6;i/b», al of them frngulat for diucrs guifu 
of theHolie-Ghoft;and that not farre from rhtb^ he met with ^«w»», who 
was Father of three thoufand Monks. What fiial wc fay of S. -P^fiw/w, who 
flouriilicd about foure hundred ycares aftcrChrifl?ofwhomc wcr«adc,ihaiin 
fcucral houfcs (landing not fairc afundcr f/om one anotlicr, heliaiircaufn 
thoufand difcii'lcs ; and in the houfc , wherein hlmfeif liucd, he had about a 
ilioufand with him, and al thcfchediuided intofoureandiwentic'' cmjanifs, 
accordme to the tome and twentie letters « f the Chrifts-croflc-row,thath: 
nii-ht the better take an account of them. Vattdditts alfo wriieth,thaiheU\v 
Ser'apton. wljcn he had ten thoufand Monks vnder him, dillributed intofcuct;! 
Iioufcs. And S. Hiercme in the Epitaph ofVaula maketh mention , that wl>f:^ 
llicwent intoihedefert to vilitihofeholic Fathers, there met hcr(ashcf|'t-- 
kcih)innuinciablc troupes of fcruantsof God, and that she was To taken w«;^ 
that Hght, that forgetting herfcx , she had a great defirc to dwel amiolllo 
manicthoufandsof Monks. And whofc Cclle (Vaythhe ; did notshci:oc"'t<^= 
at whMc fccte did slic noi ca(t iicr fclf ? she made account , flic faw Cniill ii 
cuciie Saint. 

.?. An.! as tljc number of Monks was ii.fii.it, the multitude of Rclig»J'"| 
wo:iifri v\a', ii'.lc Itilc; as wc Hndt recorded chiefly by Thtctl.rti imhcfti oj 
hisRcli -iousHiaoticiwIicre hclayth, that tliere were infinii M'^roftcntt 
ihcmtl)ioui;liout al the EaUern parts, in P*/f/?'Wf» in ^y/'f, in ^^/^i, ^"""'l 
(.ihaa , i>4j and [q iuim alto. Bccaufc, fayihhe, fmccour Saiiiou^"' 
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Iwjrtie of* Vtrgin-moiher , the frcih fields of Virginitie are cueric where rriiil- 

L And to the end we may not thinke, th«tin fogrett t number there Tijenreat 
was much diforder and confufion.as it falleih-out in a throng of jjcople , it wil order, tliae 
notbcatniflc to fet before our eyes that which S, llttremt writcthofthcor- was among 
ict ofthdic times. The fnft thing they agree vDon , /ijn/i/*, is to obey their 'h^"'- 
Supcriours , and to petforme vvhatfoeuer they uial conunand. They are di- ^^''"'•^^ 
flini;uinicdby tens and hundreds, fothat euetie tenth man i$ oucr the nine, 
andagaine the hundredth Superiourhathtcngouernours vndet himi eueric ]] 
one Hues by himfelfalonc, but their Cclles arc clofc one to another. Their or- '] 
der is, that til the Ninth Houre they gee not to one another , volcife it be the '* 
Dccuiions I mentioned , to comfort thofe , that are vnder their charge , if anie '* 
one of them chance to be troubled in his thoughts. After the Ninth " 
Ifourcthey meetc al togeaiher , they fmg Pfalmes , they readf the Scrip- " 
turcasitis prefcribed them, and when th:y hauc ended their i)rayers,thcy " 
ai (it downej and he , whomc they cal their Fatlict', (landing in the middle of |' 
tlicni, bei^inneth his fpeach. While he fpeakcth,therc is fuch (Ilcncc, that they |] 
dare notlooke vpon one another, nor fjut.The commendation of tiicfi>eaker, " 
be the tcarcs of the hearers ; their tearcs trickle foftly downc their cheekoB, " 
and their grief breakcs not fouh into fighes. Then the meeting breaketh-vp, " 
and eueric companic fits downe at board with the Father of it, and they " 
waytc vpon one another by weekes. There is no novfc, while they arc at their " 
meateinobodicfpeakeih while he eateth. Then they rife al togeather , and " 
hauing fayd Grace , they returneto then: Celles. There tileuening they <iiC- " 
courfe eueric one with thofc of his owne Companie , and fay : Did you not " 
marke this man or the other? what a grace he hath? hovv^reathisfilcncewas? '" 
how graue was his carriagejif they perceaueanicbodic to be weake,they com- ' 
fort hinii if fcruent in the loue of God , they exhort him to follow it. And be- ' 
caufe,fctting alide the times of publick prayer , eueric ouc watcheth in the " 
niL;ht in his owne Cellc , they goe to eueric Cclle i and laying their care , tiiey " 
lilicn carefully what they are doing. If they findc anie one more (low then '* 
others, trey dee not renukehim , but taking no notice that they know anie " 
thing of it,they vifit him oftcner^ & beginning themfelues firft , rather cncou- " 
rai;cthcncompel him to pray. Thus S. llur$mt vvtiicihof them, & much mote ** 
tothcfamceflfc^. 

5.Lctvsreturnetoonrformerdifcourfeofihcmultitudcofthem;whichwc 
muflnr t attribute fo to the happie fruitfulnesofthofciimes,as to thinke, that j„j^'"f'n*^^ 
v\ iih time alfo it fhrunk away. For wc findc the like encreafc of number in i. unions jiv 
iJfwf</»f/'idaycs,& alfoin later Age?. i>/ww////, wIh> liucd about the ycarc One f? Btnt. 
thoufind foure hundred and foure-fcore,fpcaking (ithe encreafc of his Older, iia''^*yti. 
bringcthforproofcthcrofjthat in his timcin thconlieProuinceof 7lif«/nhcre Triiiw./. i. 
were one hundred and twentie foure intirc Abbycs yet ftanding, belidesten 'j'^""'^" 
others, that were draw ne out of them •, fothat by tliis one Prouince wcmay ''^''^* ^* 
guclfc at thelargenes of the wliole Order. And it is no wf nder there ihould be 
f')inanic,ifweconridcr, wha^lieadlch furtlicr, thatthcrc was a time , when 
«'jcyi)adfiftcenc thoufand Abbvcs , beddcs Priories inttotlicrlcllvr MonalU- ^^^^'^J^JJ*^^ 
••Jcs. y.i;frw4r</alfo in the Life of 5". HMdUut icco^tb that iiihcland tijcrc was '[^j'^^ 
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Ic- a Monaftctic,thc head of minic Monaderies, out of which manic thour^T" 
»»«- Monks had been bred, and fay th further oUt t hus : A hoiie place iS 4 
fruitful of Saints , bringing forth abundant fruit to God, infomuch Jb * 
tuMut. onliechildcofthatholicCongrcgaiion,whofc name was £w4«ii«,i$ff(Jlj'^ 
" hauc been himfcJf alone Founder of a hundred Monafteriesj which If J* 
». that by this one the Reader may gather , how infiiic the reft of the oiuKiJSil 
•• was. In brief, the branches therof hauc fo filled both Ireland and Scotland 
»» wcmay thinke , that ihofc vccfcs of Dauid did chiefly forctcl of ihefc tin 
Pf. ^4. i*--. rhmfM^yifitedtheearth.ancimaJe ,r drunk,; tb$u hfl mHtfiphtd tt (nmbilT^ 
»' in Jikenianncr the reft , which followeth. And thcfc fwarmcs of Saints h 
" not only fpread thcmfelues in the Countries aforcfayd,buthiueaIfo uhwT, 
bi'T' °""fl°wnc into forr.inc parts. For S. Colnmb^nm coming from thence inS 
this our Countrie of France built the Monaftci ic of Luxeuium.znd rayfcd that 
" great people. And thcreport is,that the number of them was fo great that thel 

-. w,«- J ^°"''""5^^"\''"S'''C'n^<^'"«thcDiuincSeiuicedayandnight,onccomDao^ 
^.Ufmard. fuccecdmg ftii an »thcr, that there was nota minut of time free fiom finoj 
pray fc to Go J. This 5". BrrflW iclatcth of others; andwemayfaythdifcof 
H'mrclfandhisFamiliei forinafliort time it encieafedfo faft, that it was cum 
acle to fee It. For whilchewasatC/4/rf/»4W.x . and his comDanieu,«., 



himfelfandhi 

a miracle to fee it. For whilchewasata4/rf/,4W.x . and his companie wajii 

yet but fmal.licfaw in a Virion a multitude of people of fcueral ftatcs andcon. 
dit.ons and 111 feucral attires flocking downc the adiaccnt hils iiiibat abua, 
dance » that rhe place was uot able to contayne them. 
TI,c rr.„- <^. VVh4tlliAlwefayofiaterOrdcrs,efpeciallyofihcfr4»(:»/f4»/,whofccme 
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to haue been particularly blclfcd in this fuddaine and lar-c propagation of 
their Order. For whereas they arediftin:;uiflicd into feucral branches alderi- 
ucd from one Founder S, F,4«c/i , the folc Order of the 06;mi4mi«f/, as they 
cal them did reckon oflateyearcs , that they were in number about ahundrcd 
thoufand Religious. I inally it wil not be hard to njcvv,th«t the number cf Re. 
Hgtouspcop cinthefcourdayesis inaniannerinfinit j and therein apparent 
rcalou font.bcrl Jcs that we .nay fee it with our cycs.For Religious Orders ha- 
mii^Houcilhcd now fo manic Ages, fo manic of them ancicnily inflitiited.fo 
numc new ones i;townc-vp in fucceding iimc$,thofc of old hauc Oil cotinued. 
and the new ones iiauc been day ly cncrcafcd to an exct mue number. Which 
jiiakcs mc th.nk , that the number of Religious people cannot only not be 
IcHcthcnanccnriy it wa., when tlicrc was fuch abundance of them, but muft 
needs be (omcwhatgicater then in ihofc times. It may be, that thcnthenum- 
i;cf oHIie.ii made a greater fi.evv, becaufe al that would be Religious.bctookc 
mc^fclucs to twoorthrccOrdcis(f .r in thofcdayes there were no more) 
uovv we doe not reflca r . much vpon thegreat number of them , becaufeihey 
^cOM..dcdmtomamcH)urcs3ndFan)iJies.Andwhagrcatcrcommendaiion 
'■F^^';*f;^^tJ^«<^xccllcncieofihls^kindoflifc?Thisbeingini 

^dlbeyptnytff 
• my mmnt 

ti!;My'^'al*ni^'^''?^.^S"<^or great pcrfc<aion;forasbycomfeofn« 
t'"n^ mua hi a b: r.ghtly compofcd , andgrowne lo pcrfci^ipniji the kind 
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, :', . t •"'^^"^'^^'■'^'•^"ticortms Kmd ot nrc? iiusb 

^ -nnrr the fclhan.c hlcOir.g . which anciently God promifed to the I 

• ^•^ ^ - r ?' '? '" ""^ ^''' ^'"""'" ""^^ P"^^^*^"" vvith them •. My eye ihalbt 
*ndl ml ,>„f^eyc, cmn.ffiyou sh,l (,( mult.flytH , and I wH^firwe my 
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^tisin»^«^«>''* it bring forth another like vntoitjas we fee inalhcibcsand Thcniulti- 
plantJ»and more apparently in al kinds of bcafies & in men alfo:infomutJi that pl'cjrion 
the abiliiicofengendiing an oihcfjii a fjgue of abundant ftrcn^th &vcitucin ^^'^^'i- 
thcthingitengcndreih:foin this fupcrnatural kind of life, this cxccflTiuc en- ♦;]""^' j-",^ 
cicafc, which I fjicakc of, argueth abundance of great perfc(ftion and fan- !!f*'pcrf?."° 
Otitic, which were not nmch to be admired , if Religion weiea courfe of «fiii.n in 
liccntioufncs and libcrtic , which worketh much vpon Scnfe, anddravvcth •^thjpous 
the flcflj & bloud after it.Uut it is quite cotrat iejfor it taketh thofc things quite ^' '*''"' 
away, which arc anic way plcafing to our bod'e, and prcfcribeihothers, which 
arc oppofiteio Nature, as poucrtie , paynes-taking, contempt (»f our fclucs, 
voluniarie aillitflions, and a perpetual carrying of our Cvollc, .So that this great 
concourfc to Religion BtueLally of yong people, wel borne, and wcl bred , in 
ihofc ycarcs and that education , which naturally abhorresal hardnes and au> 
ftcriiie, muft needs bcafi.;nc , that there is fomcil.ingDiuine in Religion, 
and there can be no other caufcgiucn of it. 

8. Morcouer the multitude (.f Kel'gi jus Orders is a great ornament to An om.i- 
liic Church of God. For , as S". Brtvard doth rightly and prudently ob- nKiitoih'j 
fcrue , the Church diftinguiflicd into Co rnanie different Orders , is as ^ '"»"''■ 
the Qiieenc , of wh^me we rcade in the Pfalmc , that flic was cUd touod 1*^^17 
With ydfittie ; and in it we behold the ^drment cf ftutrA colcitrs , not of -,r 
ihat lofephvjho faiicd Ai^ypt , but of him that faued the world ; and a * * 

garmtnt TV//'»ow/ ftdmt , in regard both of the inuiolablc chaiitic , and the ^"*' '' '* 
vnifjrmc difl'ormitic which is in it. And bclides this beautie , which S. 
Bernard hccr fpeakfth of , it is a great honour , aud a great benefit to the 
Church. An honour , becaufe as in the Courts of I^rinces , fo in this 
Court of the Eternal God , which is the Church , it is both honourable 
and Maicflical to hauc feucral degrees of fctuants , diftribuied into fcue^ 
ral ranks, and dirtcrent both in their attire , and oftices •, and it doth 
much fct-fortli the glorie , and feruice of God , and of C ii r i s t our 
IJride groomc j and for the Church his Spoufc and Bride , nothing could 
be more t;loriou$ or more magnificent , then to rcfcnible in this (o neerc 
the order and vaiictic of the hcaucnlic Ilicrufalcm ; in which iheie is not 
one Order of Angels only , but manic Orders, manic Hierarchies of ihofc 
Rkfl'ed Spirits, like in nature , and yet different in dcgrcp and office, con- 
fpiring al in the perpetual feruice of God. To vv hich purpofe S, Th»rita4 fayth $. Thmt, 
both learnedly and wittily, that as in natural things God madefuch varie- **^ 7 ■''i*' 
tie o( them , to the end that the fciie.al qualities and perfections , which "'■ *' 
arcinthem.mightbcthcm )ickno\vne,ihc more they were difperfcd into ma- " 
nic particiilars:So in the order of Gratc,thc multiply ing of States,and Offices,. " 
and run(5lion*,niakcs that the fulncs of Gjace,w hich flowcs from Christ" 
our Lord and Sauiour,asfronul)c head and fountainc, is vc;municaicdtt>moic ** 
particulars,^ in more differctfafliii)nf.Ry which, Cii kist hinifclfisdoubiles " 
nmrc glorifttdin regard thatbuth the furcr of his mcrir,.&j his libcralitic in ^i- " 
uinp„i$ much more confpicuous to the vvor'dby thismcancs. And adtloth,ihat " 
the beautie of the Church is alfo much <ncrcafcd and graced by it , ai wc 
toUcliid before 1 becaufe Ordct is of itfclfaconjclieaiulgiaccfiil thing ,. and' 
Order cannot be but among manic y.aud iicaccotumodatcth that faying of 



^i6 



OP THE H A ? P 



I.Tim 1. 10 



the ApolUc to this purpofc : Indgruf houfc there drt n^T^iihZiuTlry^ 
filuer.Om of w,oci, andean!', ""/ ^'i^"' •/^•fc/411^ 

9. And doubtles it is alfo a great benefit to the Church becanf 
Religious Order propofing fomc paiticular thing to itfdf at whi l- ?*"'« 
ay.ncth,itcompaircththat, which it hath in hand, betterandu^M, " "^7 
'■ '■ • '■ f •►►^«/i*rf, ...i,«i., ►^.u-. i.!_ « ""''»«« more pet. 



./.Mvwii, ii.>.^iii^<«iivviii.ii«w, vviin-iiuiiainiii nana, oetter and wlrh ' 

fcaion-,becaufcicatt«nde.l.whoIy tothat onetl.ing.FormanieSe^- 
of that nature, that they hinder one an othcriothers are moreMfil„.j''* 

> perfcaion if they be vndertaken feueral ;Sr 

thcbodie of man c nriMiroll., f^^ i r '* **"W«Orf 






U.Jti 



V'arictic 
ofRdi- 

»<t.safac- fwcctly brought to j,v»^vnw.,, .. uicy uc vnacrtaKen icufr^U liirL ."^ 

liath a ftueral member, anJinntument, as it were, appointedforir . l 
end they mi(;ht not hinder one an other, 'flhcre were occafion to«!5' 
feueral fun^ions at one time t fo in the funfiions of Giaee it did n,!?** 
ber«e,ne the bountiful and magnificent wifdome of God lo d ftrX,!"? 
ueral particulars the wot k and reward, which he hath appointed ArA.'' 
js bo,Ucccm andbeneficialforaCittietoljauetradesZ'l.SrS 
fions fomeworkingmwool,othersiniron.ortimber.andthelike ,»£ 
end a may haue fufhcent to cloa.h and maintaine themfelues , and notlt 
here be feueral trades on foot, but fcueral particulars working ,tone.2 
and occupafon to the end th,n;.s may be the mere plentiful i fo in ,hi ft 
...nlCKt,eofGod,becaufe very manle.hings arerequired to bring 1 
o H»uen , out of h,s infinite wifdome he hath prouided , that „?Z 
Wplen..e of them by m.anes of the feueral Religious Orderswhiffc^ 

andd,fl,cult,es that doeoccurre , and for a continual defence and rainpS 

o cafio,,,. ThereforeGodprou,cledcertainOrdersthatn,oulden,plor.W 
fe ueswholymContemplatH-n of Ileauenlicthings. It needed l-aniL' Id 
other auftenuc, , both to appcafe the wrath of G„d bent a^ainft thcd-mc „f 
men , and t Mt ti.ey nur-Ju haue ;;ood example to imitate. To which Zoft 

H orous l,(e, proftinngitinthen- outward habit , and long aWlinence, and 
.V Eh"' 7"" ■ "■"°»""d««hers,and fom^.hatmigh pri- 

both!^ uil^r '■'P?'"'"' '^""•*' 'vork-menVor.hem, giuingthe™ 

i I e?,^ .,^IV, • "r '' ?'" ^'^"- ''«l""'l'<l'clps. which canbethousb 
eiilieinece(IarieorvfefiilforoHrctcrnal«clfarc 

"oodnt" „^f r„"r " ""' ''''"^ '■; " ""'"'"■' '" ^' obfcrued.becaufeit (he«-e.lhe 

ivr a wh/n , fll '' 'Tu]'\\ * i"'^""'"'''' prouidcnce ouer m.n-kinJ. 

n d IrH ' f 1 ■"'" c '';" '"' """'''k. thcl'hyficians as much as.he, 
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nel ts dio Wl, '""^ Iccular peoplcthrough nmltipiicitie of ear,T,Jfebu/!. 

tl . G ,d.°^^^^^^^^^^^ '° ^?r"^'' """S' . »n<I »' d'lre and feeling of 

nd caf^n r T • ■''' l"<"''J'''.« " »■'«. feueral fpirftualdifl-es, dteSW 
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IX. Anotherrcafon alfo might be, and that very neccfliiiic,bccau(c G.nl 
outofhisinfinitgoodncs would prouide foral ^and as it were prepare the 
way for cucric bodic , that had a mind to be perfect in vertiie. F^i people aic 
offcuetalnaiurcsanddirporition$,reneral inclinations and abilities, cuen of 
bodie. Some louc to be alone , others in conipanie ; fome can not abide to haue 
litleornothmgto doc, others cannot away with bufinclfcs; fome haue their 
heaJchwel, others are but wcakc, and are not able to take much payncs , or 
cndurcanic hardnes , fo t hat cuerie one of thcfc was to be prouided ^or . and to 
haue as it were a fcueral diet by himfclf, >yhich might ai;iec with his health 
and complexion; and the fwcetncsof the prouidence of Almightic God,which 
lie a wayes vfcth.and ncuer fayleth-of in the goucrncnieni ofmankind, could 
not but order itin this manner. 

15. And finally his Diuine wifdome , in this mulciplicatlon of Rcli-ious 
Orders had a rcfpcdt alfo in the prouifion of new fupplyes to the Church 
wnich bang frcih and intire,might themfelues fight the more valiantly, and 
encniiragc others alfo to pul-vp their fpirits , who were perhaps euen wcaric 
vMthhghtmg Fontisordinarie,thatthey,whocome laft,arc more feruent, 
andcuhcrby thcirexample,or for fliamc, or for other reafons , others take 
lurt and cmirragc by fern- them : by which meanes , fcruour is alwaycs main- 

tayncd m the Church cfGod,bccaufc thefc new fparkes.which euci- and anonc 
a.c aUucu , kccpc life and fiic in it. 

Ofdmers Religious mcn^that haue hun mmcnt both in 
learning and fannitie, 

CHAP. XXV. 

S among thcproofcsfor the Catholick Church it is none of 

the lead, that fo manic eminent men haue been of it , ol 

_ ^^ whome it is fcarce credible that anie one much Jcllc that a! 

^J/^^^^H)^^ !"<>"'^ ^^•■'■c i fo in my opinion, wc may vfc the likcargumcnt 

pli^^^. Jn comnjcndation of a Religious courfe , that fcing fo matuc 

^-%j»yv^««jo rare men haue embraced it, their fole example and authoiitie 

iJforcibleenoughtoconuinccthatitdcfcruethalprayfeand honour, fpecially 

the numberof them being fo great, that if wc wouldftand toreckon-vpal, 

tlmhaueieenconfpicuousfor learnin-^rand fan(5Jitie In the whole Church of 

f^"d , wc fliould without al queftion find , that thcgrcater part of them al haue 

bccnRcli.ious Forif Religion brou-ht them to fo much cminencie in both 

'ficlcrarequalities; what can be better, what more beneficial then a Rcli iuus 

Itatc? Ifbcing before fo eminently qnalifjcd tlicy betooke themfcluc/not- 

withUandmg to Religion, this were ground fufficient to extol a Rcli.Mi.us 

couiTe, that men foemincnt would profcfTc that kind of life ; fuch men I fay 

a\itcannotbacbebothfafc arid commendable to followthem. And ifwholc 

^•u«es an4 Counrries doc eflcenic it a gloric to haue had fome one or two 
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among their inhabitants.fingulai foi Learning, orMilicai ic difcipline amU 
them vpon rcccrd in their Annals and Chronicles , boaftinc then f | j 
them to al poflcritic, as if llicprowcflc of one particular man did rcd^'^^J 
the honour of the wholccommuniticihovv much more reafon hath n^v • 
togl,)iicand boartitfcifoffo manic rare men, that hauc been bred in f" 
it is hilt by chance , that a man was borne at Rome,or at Athens jand h?^ l*^ 
V.-3S borne theie, had no part of his choice init : butihcfcmenemrcdin,«L 



ligi ni vpongood conndcration&offctpurpofe.bccaufcthcykncwiJ!!^ 
that vvasin ir. So that the more cinincntthey vvcrc,the more honour ihcv^ 
Religion by embracin:; it; firft , bccaufcthcy would ncucr baucfet their Iff 
ion that vvayes, but that they knew i: defer ucdalJoue:rccondlv htouC.t 



Rcl 

tion 



ciiowne, which they brought with them , could not but addc n'nlcrerjfrt 
the dignitie which Religion had before of iifclf.And tlic numbcrof them wfio 

num. 

labour , but confine our fclues to ihofc , that hauc coupled cxcjui/iicLcirnin! 
with finguIarVcrtuci and anung ihcfcalfo wc wilonly pick-oui thcchitfJ 
in cucric Age •, and firft the Grecians , then t hofe of the Latin Church, 



became Rcligious,and wcreemincju and famous in the worId,is without! 
bn ; .vhafore wc wilnot ftriuc to icckonvp.al,becaufe it would bean en 




that he v\a\ the Icarnedft andeK quenieftmanofhis time , and wrote inaon 
excellent things for the benefit of poftcritic. 
. ^. V^mpbilu:. , a mm nor niuch infcrioui in al thinc',$ , liucd not long after to 
%Mt.inihcycaicTwo hundred and dcuen ; he was alfo accounted ihceiii. 
ncnicllof his Age for Jearningj and 6\ ///mi;iMnakcih mention of thegrcatLi- 
braiic which i)e had, and being put to.dtath vndcr Maximian thcEmwout 

for the faith of c:hrift , added thccloricof Martyrdomc to the comuicndatioD 
of the Religious life which he ha i lead, 

4. Much about the faniciimc,t«c/4;/, who fromhistendcryeateswasbrc^l. 
vp y M >nk, wasaifo famous foi learning ; and. as Suidas writcth of hioi, 
tuu ^IH aSchoMJoat Antioch , out c.f w!uch nianie rare men proceeded ; at Ua 
tlic lame Max.ri.ianhauin-caufcd him to bcimpiifoned, and commanded ihi: 
J.oiMingllMuKl bcgiuenhimbui fuch meat as had been offered to Idolj, lit 
tlKrepcrillicdb) fanunc, 

5. I_f:n Cl.rucn h worthie to be reckoned in the number, who abruttln 
:.;.Jic Uiicchiindicd andfounic, was a Monk in />/c«m-Si//4ii andhonowtd 
»iis tm.csnctonly with his exenvlar life, butwithhisnoodcxhouatioDJaoa 
writings. 

'.To whome Jf.em lyrus is nothing ipfciiour ; he.w honje S, B^fH'KtoH 
y; c :.c.4no„ u'J.at he was , when he came once to vifn him; and bciug m*^ 
'' .t t y li.mcouM ncucr be perfwaded to fay \lafli, he thought fo huoiblf 
<-•' '''^'.y-fhtpc.for.nedotlKrl'ricaiicfunaionswitbgrcaiapplaufc.tW' 
' . aiKlnjihi!(i:tuH. the people with fuch dociuent mAvnionsv thatkeu 
< ^r incd r.. h ,uc haj.^nc of the flucnteU tongues ot U Age, And *»« wrote 
alio nua:cili ng,, vyliich (^ as S. lUmmt renoiDcih J were wwm to Ucr*i 

puback'y 
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publickly in moft Churches of the Eaft , next after the hclic .Scrirtutc 

7. Out none were fo confpicuous in ihofc da^es, as SJU[,i hi„,rdf , ;„j . „ ^, 
S. Ortiorit Hsi^i4n\en, boihiquit in learning, and fympatliizing in aftcd>ior 



5. «4/;/ with hnn, who had been his familiar friend during that time. And foi 
thirteen yeaies togeaiher giuing thcnjfelucs in aMonafleiic tothchudic of 
Scri^iture only and of Diuinitic , they aduanccd themfelues fo farre in them 
both, asthe whole world is uitnes . by the great benefit, which it feclcth 
After which time y. «iA7 wasmaJc Bifliopof Cefarca j audi". Gregorle fiirtof 
Nazianzen, afterwards of Conftaniinoplt; The things which both of them 
did , and fuU'ercd , and haue left written , are fo knowne, that it is needltHc to 
repeatcthcm. Only I thought good toobfcrue, that they retayned ahraycs 
b thofthcmfucha louc to a Monaaicallifc, that S. Bjfil togcathcrwitli his 
i'a/bral Charge did cuer ioyne the pradifes of Monaftical difcipline , and 
^.OV^.^o/.Ygiiung-oucr his Charge , betookc himfelfto his home , and there 
j-auchiinrcifwholytothc priuate cxercifc of thofe,that liuc in Monaftciiei 
til hi^i dyin-.day. And we ihal haue no caufe to think it Orange , if we confulcc 
uhjihjiufclfwritcth of himfelfinaceitain Oration , whcrin he giueth this 
rcalun , why rcfufin- a Billioprick which was offered him,hcflcd into I'ontus; 
roivit, because he was fo much taken with a Religious life, that he could not 
bcpci (waded tolcaueiti Which life, /;.^r/;/;f.IhauinghadfogicatanahVt'on .. 
viuo It from my youth, as few, that haue giuen themfelues to learnin-j, may .', 
^omparcwithme, andhauing vowed it to God when I was incxtrcir.uic /f 
danger, and moreoucr pradtifed it to thefcyearcs, and encreafed more and " 
more mthcloucanddehrcofitbythevericpraaifc , I could not fuffcf my fdf 
to be Jrawnc out of it , no more t hen out of Sant^uaric. 

^.Ncxtafterthcfe we may reckon y./^/^/;4«i«;,who was certainly a vcr^. rare c r 
man^cwasborneofIcwifllparctSibutmcetin^onedaywiihA«^,4//aMo;.k ilnl' 
and beholding a Bowie of light defcending ouec his head , was fo inflamcj no[ 

only wuh the loucofChridian Religion, but alfoofaVlonaaical life, tliatrc- 
oluing prefently vpon it, he would needs put himfclf into the fcruice of Cod in 

hisMonafterici and wheras the Monaftcric before was of no note or fame by 
ills prefencc it came to begreatly renowned. At lafl being chofenBiniop of 1 
cmiin place,& putting himfelf into the HriUhip he met, with intent to au)yd 
Jf.he fcl vpon the famepikes which he laboured fo much to efcape. For an iiiiiv 
31 Salamina in the Ihnd of Cyprus , where they were treating about ch 
a Hidnp, by Diuine inftind . and the general voice of al , he was there 
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oo/tng 

crated Bilhop , though with tnuch repugnance and reludation on his part 

9' What fhal we fay of SJolm ('hry(o(io,„e ^ whoflourllhcdabout this time , 
»"Vo wit , in the ycarc Foure hundred ? For wc reade of him , that while chrj //,«, 
If iiucd m a certain priuate Monallcrie, an Angel appearing to rUuidnui Pa- ' ' 
"•»rck of Antioch, in a grcatlighr, willed hini to goe to lihnChryfofl.M and 
.oiifecratehimPrica; and in like manner at the Griffamchoure and time! the 
!^'»gel appeared to /•Kand willed him to follow //^mihwhi, in whofe ( hiirch 
<>r iwcluc ycarcj togeaiher he did Cod great good fcruice ; and from 
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being made Archbifliopof Conftantinoplc,hctoplcefomuchpit|je. 
t through fo manic troubles, what with prcachinn.wha^, with wrid^ 
vith prouidin'4 for the Common good, and withal was foto/TciinJ 
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thence bi 

fie went 

what with prouiding for the Common good, and withal was foto/TcJan,! 

turmoiled through the cnuie of hisopponents , & the power of Piincci^ainA 

w home he flood with great courage, that dying in baniflimcnt, andinpcu 

miferic, befidcs other titles of honour and commendation wliich hcdcfciua 

he may worthily be ftylcd a Martyr. 

. 10. S, hhn DAttidfctn was alf) a very famous n\ao about the ycatc Fourehqu, 
died and ihinie. His W or kcs, wliich arc yet extant , doc fufficicntly uftjf^ 
i)is learning , & his life was ful of holincsgioiinded vpon the dccpfoundadoo 
ofilumilitic aiwi Mortification. Al which he owethto an nhcr Monk,ib« 
being led captiue into Syria, became Maillerio S, /•/;«D4ww/cwiandinIhoj( 
lime put al his learning into him. 

II. There were ethers alfo Icflc renowned then the former , buty« 
V. cic urc nun , asNi/w«, //i«4ci«i, tlunmiMS , Diadtmus , ^yftiaftjjius^ andjhjj 
gicat Btff.iricn , who in the yeate One thoufand fourc hundred tkiiu 
nine, wjs ilic chief adout in the CoM?;a/ of I'/o/Wfc , in iheveconcilingofibj 
Giccians to the Latin Church, and folidly confuted both by wordofmcu;!i, 
andaftcivvaidsin writing, the Biniopofi:/'/>p//iJ, that was the only opp cent 
ill that bufmcs. And being defcrucdly cUcemcd one of thelcarnedumtnci 
tiia: A^c , and befideshauingfo muchzeale and pietie, he was made CatdiwI 
by liH^^tnimtUc Fourth , and did greater matters afterwards for thcaduana. 
nicnc ofihc Church of God, And this (halfufficc concerning the Grecians. 

It. Among the Latins, thofe two lit;hts of the Church , S, lUirtmdul 
5. ^M(;/4/i/;/,di>c by right challenge the fidl place. And as fori". J/.wwr, itii 
cuidcnt, that he was a Monk from his youth, and ncuerfotfookc tlutcoufft 
of life it hough wefindihathctrauellcdtoRome, and to Antioch,andoth{t 
pliccs. Infomuch that when Vjulintu Bifliop entreated him,andinaniannct 
comi>cllcdhiin,ro takcHolic Orders, he yealded, but vnon this condiiioo, 
that lje might norforgochisMi)t\9llical ^)rc)feffion ,is himrclfwritedi loftv 
MAihiui , giuingthisreafon,bccaufchc would not haiie that taken from him 
viidcrihciitleof Pricilhood .for which he had forfaken the world j wherefore 
thougii he were made Prieft, he ncuer fufiered himfelf to be raukedamon. 
the other Clergic, nor would he fpcnd his labours in pi caching to thcpcopf, 
though he was much importuned vntoit by Ipiphamufy as himfelf wtiiein m 
his Epiaie to Ivhn Bfliopof Hicrufalem. Finally growing now inyeareshctt- 
turned to Hicrufalem , and whtras Vakla had built two Monafteiies at the 

. Manger of out Siuiour. at her ovvnccolVand charges, oncforwonjen,»n 
other for men, he tookcvp hisreftin thisthatwasfor themenA^n'^^S"" 
at his o..ne cxpcnfes. For to this end ( as he writeih ) he fent hisbroihcr l'*!- 
linian into hiiownecountrey, to fel the decayed MamumrsvvhichhjdclCJpjJ 
t he hands of t he Barbarians , and the reft of his paitinwnic, to thecndbc myw 
hauc lounie to cnicrtaync the multitudes of Monks , which flocked to "'"^ 
fn'mal parts of the world ,a4id did (ashefpeakeih) ina manner oucrwhtw' 
i»iin. And we may gather alio that he had thegouernmcnt of the faid MonalK- 
nc Ml his hands . by that which himfelf writeth in an other place , that Wrt« 
forced to difpatch his C«*i>ineDtarics vpon Httrtnm by pccccs, by rcafon oM 
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itumbor of thofe that came to the Iloufc , and of the charge of the holic 
Brethren , and of theMonalleric. 

ij. As concerning S". .^^«^«//m, though thccourfeof life, which he lead, 
be fufficicntly tcftifyed and knownc by that which feueial Authouis haue 
Jeft written , and chiefly Vofi.tl^nius , yet it wil not be amifl'e to iieaic what 
be fayth of himfelf. I ( faj/s!> he ) who write this, haue been much in loue 
with the pctfcflion of which our wS\ruiour fpeakctli to that rich yong man, 
faying : Goe , (el tl thoit hafl , anjgiiic ro thepotre , and come f^llov.'' me ; and not 
by my owne forces , but by tlie help of the grace of God , I haue pcrfor- 
nicdit. And I know more then anictuiier man, how much I haue profited 
iiitliis v.ay of perfection i yet God knoweth it better then I. Andlcx!iort 
others al I can to thclilvccourre,and haue com|>anions in ic in the nanjc of 
our Loid , who haue been pciCwadcd by my mcancs. >n an other place he 
fcttethdownc what the Heicticks fayd of him f r this caufc : Tciilt.tn with 
his fowlc mouth aduanccd himfelf in dilpiayfc of Monafl:crics and Monks, , 
finding fault alfo with me, bccaulc I haue been authour of a couifc of life . 
of this nature ; and yet he knoweth not what kind of life it is , or rather . 
niakcih as if he kncNvnot that, which is kn^>wnc oucr al the woild. What . 
therefore can be fayd of a Religious ftatcihat can be mote for the lu nour 
and credit of it , then that two fo rare and excellent men haueembraced it 
with fuch lone and carncftnes , as themfcluesexprelle? For if we fpcakcof 
wit, who was there euet more acute ? if of Learning , wUo more learned r If 
we feekc able I'ennes and tongues, \v here flial we find anie more eloquent and 
copious' ifVcrtuc, who more holic i Finally if we regard Authoriti/:, none 
did euer canie more fsvay in the Church of God then they two,noceiici 
dial. 
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14. 5. Ilicrome in oifc of his Lpiftlcs , giucth vs to vndeifland that • 
S. Vutilifius Bifliop of Nola , a Gafcon by nation , was alio a Monk. Fo 
writing to him as to a Monk , and not as to a BiHi.ip as yet, hccom- j 
nicndcth him for changin:^ his coat togeatiicr with his mind, and for glo 
r\in^', in poutrtic bcth of fpirit and of works i& aduifeihhim to auoide tiic 
lonipanieotSccular people, and paHiculailyofgicatmen. For how ( fAytbhe) . 
can It be neccHaiic foi you to behold the things often, by contcnjpt u herof . 
N<u Icgan to be a Monk ? His owne writin^^s doc fuflicientlv tc/lifyc his 
icaniii,- , and eloquence , and iiisvcitucisadnjirablcin many things , which 
he did, but chiefly for felling himfelf to tlic Barbarians to redeen)e a widdowes 
lonnc ; wliiJifact of hisi> hi^;!ily extolled, and not w ilhout great rcafon , by 
y^Kfufini ,and 'i'A'rcn'rn, 

15. I haue caulc to rauKe that great S. ?,l4riiti Bifliop of Ttun with tlic S.^/tnif^. 
i.i:tar.d cxccHenc men ( f that A;;c : fv)r liiough he had n(;t tha'. Learning 
\ 1 itii people get in Sciiooies , yet he was fo ftored with Lcaniin:' infu- 
fcd fioij) heauen , that he did both prcaih , and difpute , and dlfcharjc 
jI ftUi parts bclongin:'. to tie c Oicc of a BiHiop with great applanie, 
V'liich could nt't be done \vitliout Learning. And fiill he began a Mo. 
'uluiic atAJj4W,aiid beirgthruH v.utf:om thence by T^Uxeniim the .yfrri4t\ 
I'f crcillcd an other at Voilinn , and a tliird at I'ours after he wa.. nifhop. 
\^hcic, notsviihUanding he was Dilhup ( dn Sulpitius wiiteih, who was 
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., inwardly acquainted with him ) he obferued RchVious difcipline co \m 
„ dying day , togcathcr vviih fouic-fcorc other Monks , and in cxcrcmc rL 
„ gour of poucttic , whcras mod of thcni vvcic nobly borne , and dainriir 
„ bred, ' 

tMC^fttn. «^- '"^^^ ^^P^*^ ^'"^^ "'"^'^ ^^°"^ ^^^ ^'"'"^ ^'"^^ » ^ Scythian bortjc.buc 
' for his ftylc to be icckoncd aaioo-; the bcil Latinifts. FirfthcwasfchoJIy 
to S. lohn Chfyf»{l9u>e , and afterwards built a monallcric at Mdtfnh • jn 
the ordering and goucrning whcrof no doubt but he put in praftjfc j 
that wiiich he had fet doWnc in writing of the fpcachcs and cotofrriijon 
of the holie fathers i which cucri: bodic kiiowcs how much perfedion it 
contayncf. 

ij.Euchtnui Bifliop of £/«»»/, chofcn out of the Monafteric o£ Itrin tothit 
Paftoral charge, was famous in Iiis time ( which was about the ycirc Fomc 
hundred and Hftic) and is yet to tliis day for the manic learned Books, vVhich lie 
hath left written. 

1 8. Vrofftt Bilir^p of /*v|Y^i» liucd about the hmt timc,and as Hi (lories report 
ofliim, was firftaNlank, and then Sccrctaiic to Pope /lf» the G teat, &|)cnnci 
uianicofliis HpilUcs. 

p\ Not manic ycares after , to wit , about the yearc Fiuc hundred, 
vS. I'uiottttiui w as renowned in Africk and throughout the whole world. 
Tiic padagcs of ins life , and his writings , arc ful of great learning , which 
he ihcwcd chiefly againll Hcrettcks , from whom alfo he futieccd manic 
things with great conrtancie, and eftcemcd fo highly of a Religious courrcof 
I'Fc , rhat lie llil pradtifcd it a! the while he was Bilhop, 

zo. Cuj^inditus vv.'.s ful IS famous as he , once a Scnatour of Raucnna, and 
Ch.mcelouf co T'C'jil$rn{ kin/, of Italic^ bwt dctcfliiig his comp.inic .lUcrthit 
he had fljync U^etuti , .^nd foifikini^ him , and the w» rid alCo, he founiicdthe 
M >n.i(lciic of c7;»/';5 lor t!ic Iknedi-tin-Monks.uhii h were new begun, and 
cnrrcJ hinifclf into tlic Oidci ■, a m.in rare for al Secular jcirning while 
he uas in t!'.e uoiU , and afctiwards alfo ft>r Diuinitie , as his V.oih 
which aic yet cxcant doc witncs. He liucd in the year c Tiucijundtcd and 
Irtic. 

II. \V!vi can common 1 S. Cre^oYX the Great as hedcfcructh, whollued 
f-mc fitic )eaics ahcr ? or who cnn fufficientiy admire his fan<fiiiic, or ilic 
abua Jancc v{ liis Icarinn^ , dcriucd to the benefit of al pollcritic , in fo manic 
Bocks as lie liacli left written ? But we llial haue occalion to fpeake ol liai 
againc among the Popes. 

i\ V. Grt'jcrui fi'swr' liucd alfo in Itisiimc and was placed in that Biiliop* 
I'ukouttf J MonallcLie;andi!;cicbci.ianie thinv^s yet extant which tcllifyc 
h:sgiejtlcarniiig. 

J ^ In Spaync Kcligion hatli had the honour to haue ruttof'm , (\i^ conic 
crate 1 to our Sauioui Chrift from his youth , then Abbot,afterwardsBiiliopot 
*''.< V I! A about the yeaic Six liundrcd and ten, 

14. il'.dotm alfo, after he had fluent much ofhidifcin a Religious comff, 
wasmadi* Archbilh')p(>f Seuil. S. lUltfonfui was his fchollar , and imiiitcdhii 
vcrr.ies with fo great benefit to himfclf and others , that he was created 
AfJiliHrr of ; ilah. u:s learned wriiinus arc yet to be fcen ; and ainon; 
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others his Bookc of the Viiginitic of our D. Ladic , whofc deare feruanc 
he was i and it is recorded of him , tliatwhen he had written that Rooke 

our n. Ladic appeared vnto him, holding the BoQ.ke in hethand, and thanked 
hiniforthepayncshchad taken in fctting forth hcrpravfes. 

15. About tlic fame time (Warius was famous in France \ he was firft a Cx^Arimt. 
MonkjthenA'botof /:fr/r/,arterwardsliill)op o^^ila ialearncdandaholic 
man,and doiibrlefTc very eloqucnc. 

i6. England alfo hath had rare men brcd-vp in Religious Orders , as r,ntr»V.a 

5. Btde , who dyed in the ycare Seauen hundred ihirtie three. From feaucn t<dt. 
ycares of age , when he hrft cntred into Religion , til he was fourefcorc 
and twelue ( for Co long he liucd ) he fpcnt his whole time in Learning and 
vertuous cxercifes , and haih left Co manie volumes fo learnedly written, 
that he is in a manner held to be another S. ^u^ujim. And wc n)ay ga- 
ther , what cfteemc the world 'ud of him, by that, while he was yetli- 
uiiig , his writings were read pnblickly throughout the Churches of Eng- 
land , togcathcr with the holic Fathers. And bccaufc in his life^timc he 
CiUld not bcftylcd S<«iw/, they flylcd him VtntrAb\t\ which titlcrcmayneih 

llil in his Workcs after his death. But that he was blind , as the vulgar rcportc 
of him,is altogeather falfe and forged. 

I'j, S. jln\(lw( alfo flouriflied in England about the yearc One thoufand ^•*^'*/*'''" 
and foure-fcorc. He was fiill a Monk , then chofen Archbilhop of r^w- 
rrr/>nnr } and by thcholincs of his lilc and learnednes of his writings, which 
areyetcxtant, hathgottcn himfclf much renownc, and done much honour to 
Religion. 

aH, Andbefrdcs thcfe, there haue been manic others in feueral Religiou? 
Families, that covuding rare Vertue with no lelFc cxquilit Learning , haue 
fliincd , and doc yet Ihine, in the Catholick Church ,a<Aarrcs to giuc light 
in the night of this our pilgrimage. For what did 5", Thomds of Jtqtiin^ ov 

6, noruueiiiure^ and manie others, want for learning or holines , that they may 
not be compared with them that arc more ancient ? But we flial fpcakc of them 
in another place. 

2^;. Now we wil conchidethis Chapter with ioyful acknowledgement 
am) ailniiration , beholding with what raremcn , or , asthe ApoAlcfpeakctb, 
with what 1'i//4rj Religious Orders haue furniflicd holic Church , and cm- OiKi.f'. 
bcl.'iiiicd it and thcmfclues. For by that , which hath been fayd ,wc may pcr- 
ccauc , that of the Fourc Greek Dolours, three of them were Religious, 
and alfo three of the I^ourc Latin Do(^lours ; and morcouer that the farre 
greater part of the holicll and icarncdll men were in like manner Reli- 
gious. 
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Of Kings and Trinces , r/;4r /?rf«f ^(r(?» Keliglous, ^*^^ ' 
C H A P. xxvr. 

L foulcs. as they arc in nature equal, arc of caual .a 
with Godi and if he iccnic atanictinic tomakcadiff "* 
bctvvixc them, wc flial lind that he rather maki-rh Vi!*"^* 
of the poore then of the rich , of thofe thararet'fe 
contemptible m the world, then of theni that are in hon"^ 

anddi^^nicie. Andyet,Iknovv not hovv,thebette?a ' 

borne and the more nobly he is dcfccnded, lie is the more admired tndaSw 
<led,if he be alfo vertuousieither bccaufe it is a harder thing for him to be 7 
for the rcaion, which S,M^^u(im gioeth ,becaufefuch people beinc know^ir 
.nanic,thcy Icade manic to faluation by their exa.nple . & make way for nunS 

tofollowthcm;andthcreforcthcieismuchioyofthem,becaureiheiovi,nl 
of tfiemn lone. And the Encmieis mcrcouercomcin oncof whomeheiiirA 
„ more hoId,& by whomc he holdcth more ; & he hath more hold of the Jl 
.. by occafion of thcii nr^bilitie ; and holdcth more by their mcancs in rcwrdTf 
., their authoritie. And this is the reafon , that God of his infinit ^oodncs CI 
ca led .nan.cofthcfc alfo to Religious courfes, lo the end he may not fcc« 
to l^4ut abMndontd ,bf p,mrl„l , as lob fpcaketh , hw,fclfb(w^ poy^crL and that 
Rchg.on n.fghtnctwanrtheyraccof .Secular Nobilitie ; ind finally that the 
force and efhcacicoftlie Grace of God might fticwitfclf the more, inbrcakinc 

tlMouj;h fnch mnvne cbikcles , as fbnd in great mens wayes betwixt thcmand 
hcaucn. I o which purpofe SJirrnanrm a certain Hpiftle oHiis ditcacdio* 

co.npan.c of yong N chic- mcn.thac had new ly put thcmfefues into the Ciflcr. 
can Or..cr, wiitc.h thus : / /.u,e rud , ,ha, GoH chofe mimnnit mhU mtn nit 

. m.w,eyv,lcmcu r;*;m^.m;,,>rf././; bur now by the wonderful powerofGod. 
0)n:ra,.e to the o-.dmar.ccourfc , a multitude of fuch people is conucrted! 

' The glorie c4 this prefcnt Ilk waxcth conten.ptible , the flower of youth \i 
trodden vndcr foot „obi!itienot regarded, tiicwifdc-meoftheworldaccoun. 
tcdK>ll:r, flclh anc!bloudre:ccted,thcnffedionto friends and kinOblk re- 
nounced ;tauour , honour, dignitic, crtecmcd as dung, that Chrift maybe 
gaytieJ. And 5" /W/,r admired the fame in his time in thefe words : Incur 
AgeRonTchaththat,wIuchtheworldkncwnotbeFore. Inoldtimcamong 
Uu.a.ans there were but few wife n)cn , few great men , few noble men; 
nov.- tl;eie be maiwc Monks that arc wife , and great , and noble. 

i- i'''i'yIiercforeihcfubica,v.hichwehaueiiowinhand. tofetdownc 
renames of thole, om.f ancient Records, that forfakin'; the honours and 
t.lcs which the world doth lo much admire , haue triumphed ouer it . and (to 

M .../,y..^;.^. And hra sve wil fpeake of E.nperours , then of K ings. and 
» !y of u. er.our Prmces i wherin if our difcourfe prouc of tl.c longeft , I 

J M.inic 
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^. ManieofthcGrecianEmperours,aswe find recorded, luuclca.iaM... Ccr^yn 
Haflical life, as ./f»4)?rf/;«w in the ycare Scauen hundred and fifteen j Thtodofluj I n^ir ,ura 
not long after iMic/;4f/ in the ycare Eight hundred •, and an other Midud Ux l^^l',i"n»« 
One thoufand andfoyrtie; Iftddus Cmmnenus in One thoufand and threefcoic-, 
anddiuers others. But becaufefomeof them were in fome fort forced to liut 
courfeoflife, others though they freely chofe and profellcd it, yet huednoc 
in that vnion with the Latin Church as they ought to haue done, we w il not 
iiififtvponanieof lhem,butpanc to the Emperours of the VVcftelbbiiflicJ 
in the yeare Eight hundred by I'ope La the Third in t\K pcrfon of Cluiles the 
Great, King of France. 

4, Thcfirlhhereforeofthe Latin Emperours that profelTed a Religious Wrncrn 
life, was to»/;<ir»M*, frotn whom the ProuJnce of Lothaiingiaor Lmdmeis Co ^ "M'c- 
f ailed, wheras before it was called ^«/?r^//rf. He goucrncd the Empire fif^eene '*"""'' 
)eares, and was a iufl and vertuous Prince; and remembring,a5 it is thought, i'«*'>^r''^ 
liicrpcach which Z.iW< liis father had held vnto him (while he lay a-dying) 
ofthcvanitieofthis World, hin^felfhauing found it true by his owne expe- 
rience, he refohied to quit al earthlie things, and to betake himfclfintothc 
(luic h-iuen of Religion, from the tempeQuows toilcsof the Empire. And to 
rhca'loiiishment of the whole world, he retired himfclf into the Monartc-iic 
o( frcmt; leading the ttflofhis life in PouertieandObedicnce.Ucliucd about 
tli: vc^:< Eight hundred ilirccfcorcandfiuc. 

^. )'\ the ycare Nine hundred and twcnric, iTugi King of Prouence and ''"^♦. 
rinpernur,hauing gotten much renownc for Martial aiTaires, and being j;Io- 
rnusfcr manic victories buildcdagreat Monafterie, wherin himfclf nnbra- 
{in-'tlichimjiliticof C n k i s t, exchanged his Imperial R..bes and Domi- 
nions with a folitarie Cellc,and the poorcHabit of a Monkc. 

A. 'fnhfiuj was the firll king in Italic ( that I know of) that became a ,,-;, „. 
M'l''^'. He was a Lombard, and fo powerful, that he had a great part ofjr.ihc i{a.S:f,„ 
fiib/. ct vnto him. It is conceaued, that this change began in him vpon a [ ai Je/ '•'"..' V 
which he had with P( pe Z4f/'4r'>,\\ho held the Sea of Rome m the scare '''*"' 
Scaiicn hundred fourtie one. For prefently therupon leaning the fio; eoJ Pc- 
lulia, he returned to Pauia , and difpofin.^ of his khigdomc to his brother 
JI}uIj>In<^ hcrctircdhimfelftothcMonalleiicofMount-Caflfin, wherof it is 
tliou;'ht that he was after ward Abbot. 

7. 1''/'/«kingofItalie and cldcftfonne to Charles the Great,king of France, T,p.n. 
in the yeare Eight hundred and fiuc,folIowcd his example, and after much ho- 
iiourgotten in warre,frighted not wiihftanding with the manie dangers which 

he faw were incident to fo great apower, he bctooke himfclf to a Monaile- 
tie, which he had built at Verona in honour of S. Zfwo, and had giuen it a good 
f'lindation. 

8. InSjiayneking Prfwirfhauingraigned clcucn ycares, and (hewed him- *'"'** 
fclf a valiant King both at homeand abroad, and among othei vic!^ ries dcfci- 
tciltwo hundred fayle of African Pilars, an! taken king Paul aJitir, that came 
a.?,ut»{lhimoutofFrancc, prcfciiCil a MonaRical life before al this, wherin 
Inuingliuedholily fcauen ycares, he wenttoreceauc his eternal reward ti c 

ycare Six hundred feuentic fuirc, 

9. And m the ycare Scauen hundred cighjic fix, the fame S pa vne flic wed vs ^'^'"'""'.• 
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cr example d the like conucifion in [^rrr»»ttwr/ King of CaivT^I 
acalfo rcaJc iliac he gauc his voice fot hiscofcii w/^/f Wui rjl^ I 
("iiccccJ him then iii<; ownc two children that were vnJcr ace bccauf ?^'l 
v.aibcttcifoi ills rubic(5c5, then to be goucrncd by children. * 'I 

10. About the yeaic One thoufand one hundred and fiFtie, /^^w/mV" rl 
Avaj^on became tvvicca Monk : Hrfl. in his youth , while his father Dtnf^ > I 
UMs vctahuc, wlio afterwards dying without ilTue , and onc?f/f, bcin/r'k | 
fen Kmj4,and not long after dcpofcd for Jiis pride and arroganciCjthisRJn, , I 
was by tlic i'opc'sauthoritic taken out of his Monaftccic, and crowned Ki'"^ 
and alio u).irritd , of whi;h marriage hauing had a d.iuglitcr, he eauchc''^' 
ivin-d -mc in marriage for her portion-, retiring himfelf to his former qlv 
Ilk in his Monalleric, as hauing difchargcd himrcUTufhcicntly ofiblw 

11. l-ngland ij.nhbccn morcfcnil ofthcfc examples then anic other Cou- 
trey. [\,r Udl while the land was as yet diuidcd into manic kin^donio 
ondjcrr Kingof ihciNiori;;«ff,krf,a man renowned for his learning, and nii«! 
m.)re for vcrtue, hailing about the ycarc Siy. hundred andfouiticcftabiilW 
n> anic good orders in his kingdomc for the fcruice.^f GodjConfccratcd hinifj 
alio vnto him iu a Monalleric i of whom among other things it is rccou'd 
that when net long after 1'r/;//4 KingoftheM^rc/j^j inuaded the Norihumlx:! 
ui ha great ainuc, the whole Countrey had their eye vponSi^fi;//, and w 
pciLdliHuforihegloricofGodtotakc vpon him the defence of'ihc king. 
d)mcinrogicitanoccarionofdangcr,hcwcntthciforeintothe/ieldtofi'bi 
lor the Chrillian caufc , but inihc fclfsame habit which he wore in ihcMonj. 
ftcrie, and goucrned tlie whole armie with his ftaftc in his hand , without loit 
other armouriandwhcras ( Godfodifpo/Ing ) the Chriaian armie wasoutr- 
throwne, he alfo togeather with rhcKing wasnayncinbaitailejandijthflt- 
foi c by fomc reckoned among the liohe Martyrs. 

u . In ihc y care Scauen hundred and fourc, MnM K ing of the Mfin.ti 
v\ ith like (Icuoiion, hauing gouerncd the kin.;domc diners ycarcs v«; tcl.- 
gioudy, let: hyX-htmed his brother's fonne before he was yet of age, andbt 
tookc himklfto a Monaftcric that was within the fame hisDominions,whcr. 
in Ijc prohtcJ fofarvcin vcrttie,thac he was made afca'vvards Abbot. 

1?. chcmtcl bcitig moic ambitious of this latter courfe of life which i.ii 
VncJe lead , then ol t'le former, when he had raigncd fiue ycarcs, wcnti) 
RiMnc-,an.l icccaued the habit of a Monk of Pope Cnlhntint the I ira.andfffot 
tic red ol hisdaycs in that Citric in -rcatfanditic. 

If. Off J KmgofthcEall-Saxons accompanied him in hisiourneyandie 
I.1S h .hcpurpcfc and in the fl'.utrofhisa-c, andthchci du ofhisworMut 
j'iorpcrit,e,contc.nning3ndtrca,!in;alvnderfoor, was by'^thefamc Pope 0.. 
{t-*"in„ ilunen a Monk.and Cloachcd with a Monallical weed. 

J5.N'tIon.:ahcr,towit,in the yearc Scauen hmidredandfourtie/«^<Ki'^ 
Jlilicla,ncl:jll..Sax;n^,rcnowncdin;vai.candpeacc,andromemorabkf^» 
';i; dai t,v)n to^vard^i tlur Sea c f R<mK , . hat he voluntarily made his y^^^ 
-:i>g .oMictnbuunc vnt.)it, wcnthinjr.if in pcifonto Rome-, andredg"'"; 
'»'> kmg. nn,c tookc vpon hi.n a Rcli^Mous courfe of life with gf<« f"' 
uuu. , loihc tud the n^orcnakcd be was , he oiignt the motcfrccJy follow oot 
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I Sauiourjthatvouchfafed to be naked for our fakes. 
' i6. The like didf^o/w// King of the Nprthumbers, loAvhom Venerable 
Br(/r dedicated his Hiftorie. For hauing raigncd eight yeaics, wearied with 
worldlic affaires, and dcfirous of a quiet life, he fled to Religion, and left Ins 
kingdomc co hisVnclc /•;g6rt'/j who alfo whcnhehad held it twcntie >eares, H^^rt: 
followed the famccourfe with Cm/h//", a id was profclled a Monkinthcfelf- 
lamc Monallcrie. Al ihefc we haue our o ' England only, 

17. Out ofGcrmanie we haue a rare example in r/'4r/fwuiVi fonncto Char- chirUmvn. 
Icj Martcl. He was King of jftt^upa and i>ntuia^ famous fur manic noble atfls; 
but taken with the louc of heaucnlie things , he went to Rome as a pj^orc pri- 
uatcman;andrcceauing Holic Order* of PopeZ^c/jr/f , and the habit of a 
M )nk,hcbuiltaMonaficricinthcA/o«M/. \valit ^ and there fpcnt part of his 
dj;C>; Wtji finding himfelf encunibrcu with nunie vilits , by rcafon he dwelt fo 
nccic'tiic Gillie, and his fpiiitual quiet mii(hdillurbcd, hcrcmouedto Mour.u 
CajIih; where Vannax Abbotof thatpl .centertayned him with great icy 
anJconifort , and the profit whichtlicic c made in al kindofvcrtuc , buc 
chiefly ii'.humilitic, is very wondciful. W .-reade in the Annals of that Mo- 
hJlKric, that ( fo ;..rc.it a man as he was ) by commandment of his Abbot 
lie was appointed to be a (hephcard ot heart s-man , & attcnJcd to that bufines 
u ith iarrcmi.rcalacritic, then cucrhc did tolhe affaires of his kingdomc; and 
oil a lime one of the Ihecp falling, lame, 1... tookc it vpon his lhouldcrs,anil 
carried it to t'lc foiild, nothing reflecting vpon the naflincs of the bufines. ! Ic 
iiu?il a'luit the yearc of oin Sauiour, Scaucii hundred and fiftie. 

r3. What IhaUvc fiy of Vrebelitui King of the IJul-^arians , who in the T"'-"'^''"' 
vcarc Hi ,lu hundred ihrcc-fcoreandtwo,hy mcancsofl'oj c V v^l.tf the I'hil 
cmbraccdtheChrillianrjith with f) much feruour, that he prcfently hanni- 
llied Photinus the Ilcretickout of his kingdomci and dcliuciing his Sccpror 
i)W\i fonnc, bound lunifclfiothclcruicc of God alonci and linding not loni^ 
aftci, that his I'onnc was fallen againc to his former impic tic, he. riciud ck- 
cfCvlingly, and tookc it fo to hart , that leaning his Mmaderie, anilrccouc- 
rii).;!u, kingdomc, laying hold on thcyonginan, hccaufcdboth his eyes t > 
bcpiilltd out, and condemned him to piT|ianalin»prironmcnt ; finally ficlinj^ 

the 1:1 * " . - . 

Ijiuc I 

19. Thcfc arc the Kings that in ai.cient time embraced a Religious life : 
for ill lacr A';cs thefc kind of examples ate farrc more fcK'ime to be fccn. f''> 
And)Ctwcfind it recorded, that /o/;/! IVfwj King of Hierufalem and kmpc- '^'^ 
roiir of Conftantinople wasa Irancifcan-Fiiar. lor V. Vrdncn appearing once *""' ' 
viUMy vnto him while he was at his prayers , and offering him his habit, he 
prcfently fcnt for his GhofHic Father , and tookc that habit vpon hinr ; and 
"'t long after died ofafcuer, and coming as it\t'crc at the hUntnih boiot^ic^ 
^^^^itiednotwiihltandinghis/>»yr. 

//f/;nf King of Cyprus was yet more Inppic-, for he lined manic ycarcs in Utnru k. 
"•at liohe Inftitutc, and is glorious boih for vcrtucand miracles. "/ ^yfm. 

io. liiially Ithn kingofArnicniaisnot to be left out, whofc kingdomc 
|> »s I > lar.;e,^hat he had fourc and twcntie kings vndcf him.al crowned w ith '"'" ^''"i 
^uatclicDiadciucsj but he fuifakiiv fo great a kingdomc & rcfi-nin" it to ^ ''^"*"" 
^ ' KR 4" "^ Ms""' 



ngdome vpon a yon-cr fonnc called Mhtr'ia ^ and giuing him hole- 
nllrutlions, he retired himfclfa.',ainc to his Ctllc. 
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and Ato not being able to make head againft them » tolwCcin^ God'5 caufc^' 
danger, puitcm armour ouer hii Religious weed , and after this new hihk 
i;()in5 into the field , is niaiacr ©fit with very great loJlcon the enemie'ifuie'! 
but h)U<)wing the vic'^oric(itplearcdGod) he was flaync in a certain skitmiUi' 
ai.d fo u cut to cnioy the reward of Hcauen. ^ 

II. Next ahciKini;s and Empccours, their fonnes doc follow :manierf 
tlicni hauin.^ {ntferrcd a Religious life before al worlJlic honour.' And fuH 
ii'ArUi the 0/(4/ had three of his fonnes that were xMonks: //«^o/[)^,., ,j,j 
'v^/, V. Tiictwtt tiift cmbiaccd that courfc of their owne accord, IWyva,^ 
fit II c..m|)cllcd viKoiiby his father ( becaufc he had thouj^httomakchimfclf 
King afterwards) when he had taftcdofthat quiet life and found it Avcet lie 
willinji^ly continued iu it. They al liucd about tiic ycarcElghihunJrcdard 
ihiitic. 

11. The three fonnes of Kiti4n kinj; of Ireland , were al of them Monlif 
andal of tlicni Saints; rro/c7<;,raWMW^,aiidK/MW.Tiicy in thcyeaicSixhundrd 
and httic, foi faking their Countrcy came into France, and were courtcouOv 
entertained by (hun then king, who alfo giuing them choice of a place, where 
ihry \v.)ulJ make their aboad, tl.cy built the Monadciic of Pontiny,3ndtIit:« 
chof. ihtii fcatf. But the holie contention which hapncdbetuixi thctwofon- 
n( s of a liiittilh king, about thcyeare Six hundred fiftie fcauen, is very rare jnj 
nicin -rabic. I or tuJjtllus fuccceding his faiherin the kingdome difcoucrttli 
Co his brother a purpofc w hich he had of cniring into Religion, willing him to 
prepare himfclf to take the gouernment vpon him of the kingdome, which 
Ihorily he would leauchim •, f<i>c:de(ircd his brother to giue him eight diyej 
tcjrnie to confider of the bufincs ; and in the mcanc time , prcucnting hi; 
br vtrhcr, he bctookc himfelf priuaicly to a Monaderic , to the end he might 
liot be hinderc.lofiiisicfolution, thinking with himfclf.thatif thcfortuneof 
a Kin.', were fuch, as it was belt for his brother to forfakc it , it could not bi 
grxjti tor him to accept (if it. 

1;. /(^(c/jar J alfo ktng of England had two fonnes that were Religiouj In 
. tiicyearc Eight hundred and two i one of them by name Wi//<M</ profcllcJ 
ill .'/«w'/N''j/» M,thcotItctr«f^i/</at Magdebourgin Saxonic. 

2 4. N'l) Idle noble were the two brethren tlttatrt and CaAmin fomicj cf 
CiuiIcsKingofrranccintheycarr Eijit hundred fourtic one, both of them 
prcfcningthc yt»ak of Rcii.i ion before their Royal Scepters. And inihcnuni- 
her ucniay place /V^/r^i^ fonncof JLnvi King of France, in l he yf arc Nine 
Innu'redthrccfcoreand two, and iUnric fonnc of an other Ir^'i* King of the 
(aine Countrev,though fomu hat later, to wit , in the ycarc One tlwuland one 
hundred and /if ic. 

i<5. The mil that \vc read cf, thntcntred among the Francifcan-rriarJ,v ^^ 
'<"'!* tldcll fonnc of the King of Mailorca , who though by right he \\ as n 
li VIC hkctcdcd in the Kin^domc,prcfcrrcd the Kingdonic of hcaucn bcfcr« ir, 
■i;iiintjed,a';irayd, into the Order of ^. rM/jt//, and leading thcrin a vcf 
'-I"- hk- , tlU much good alfo to his Neighbours, both by \soii aoJ 
cxa.nplc. 
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%6, Anotherof the fame Order was A,elV/f ,cldeft fonnc alfoof CA^i/r; the c; f,^,-. 
Second King of France, aman of lingular parts , both for bodie and niind. He, jji .i,o|i of 
tvhilc he was left in Spaync for a pledge , rcfolucd vpon thisholcfome couifc 7 •••..k//. 
of Religion , and the Francifcan-Fiiars ftildiftcrring him , for the refpcci 
which they bore to the King, he bound himfelf publickly nurt then once by 
Vow vntoit. And when afterwards in the ycarc One thoufand two hundred 
riiiciicfeaucn I'opelJonf/jtf the Eight prcfcntcd him with the Archbilhoprick 
ofrfl«/c«rf , he would not accept ofit , vnlcllcihey would Hiftagrcc, that he 
njight enter among the l-iancilcan-Friars, according to his former Vow i and 
fo takin^thc habit in agrcat airembiicof thcNobilitic, heneuer left itof,but 
togcathcr with the weed continued alfo the rigour of the life belonging vnto 
it, and nungled Reli.;ious cxercifcs with his Epifcopal cares. 

17. His nephew I'f/fr fonnctotiic Kin^ of Ara;on followed his example^ "^'t*^ 
inihcycarc One thoufand three hundred fifiie feauen. And it is recorded of ^""j^ /*^ r 
Jiini,thar,uhilche wasindclibcration of abandoning the world , and hung ;\f*",^,.,!',^' *' 
doubtful in the contention of Hclh and fpii it , as it hapncth 10 very manie , this 
^. /-.nVij appeared vnto him in the night with fv>meof tiic Brethren of his Or- 
der, alingreai j'l(>ric, and encouraged him to take that courfc i-f life, whicli 
was in Hcaucn fo highly rewarded i and fo he did not long after, and lined in 
Ke.i.;ion twentie yeares , to the great benefit of himfelf and manie others , for 
that he was agrcat preacher, and inflamed manic in th: loue of God by his 
fcinjons, 

18 It is not poflible to name or number al the Dukes, and Lords , ai^d in- Princes of 
fcriour Princes , that liaue led a Religious life ; yet we w il point at fomc by 'j'*^""''r 
the way. Of this degree was .wA/r/Mj , Duke of Aquitainc, and his foniic ''.^"''" 
./f»w4nr/»<;, in the ycarc Fourc hundred thittic nine^ alfo ^njthi.e Duke < i 
Modcna, Anno Scaucn hundicd and fourtie i Ditiland Aud ^nci^dtil ^ Dukes 
ofSucuia, in tiicyeare Eight hundred and fifteenc ; Uvulim Dukeof vSpolcto, 
in the yraic light hundred and twentie; W//mw Duke of Gafconic \u die 
yiarc l-oinc hundred and fourtie ; and after him another W//;</w , Second vi 
that name, in the yearc Nine hundred and twelue ; cf whom it is recorded, 
tiatintlic Monaftcrie of c/«»y he led fo humble a life, that he wascucrfub- 
left I the lead nnd lovvcft ; and being by his Abbot put to bake fonic brcai', 
he was lo quick and cxa(5lin obeying , that becaufc he had not a mow kin at 
hand, he crept into the oucn hot giowin^:; as it was, and fwcpi it with his 
<oatc,nnd was not hurt, nor any thing endon)agcd by the fire, 

19. Manie others of the fame rank hauc been Monks , but it were long to Grcnt mm 
icliinrfc'liemaIi\\hereloic we wil pallctothofethathaue been ofi. IrAncn ^i- ^^^m. 
his Order , and reckon-vpa few of them : as W//4»;iDuke ofBurgundici q j!'/^ 
ij'uf.tli;t TMdrInc siVoiwg(7, ^ (lulphui Count o( AU'zUA , who entring among 
thtFfjncifcans.ibout the ycaic One thoufand two hundred and fifiie, among 
ether venues was muchgiucnto Mortification; and once inparticufllir goin^ 
»'r<uiglihi$owncCittievviihapitc!icr of milk which he hadbcgd about the 
f«'v.nc,hcn.ct his thrccfonnts, whom l)C had left in the world , walking the 
^hccf. with great Hate; and becaufc he btganalitlo tobc afliained ,tooucr- 
«'>nic i.imfclf thcrin, he lifted the pitcher tp to his head, and powrcd it aJ vpori 
*'tn(cif. And mauic fuch rare men hauc been of this Order. 
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30. And in this out Icaft Socictic of I b s v s, within thcfc few ycarci Qnct't 

VIS founded , there hauc not been a few Noblemen called vnto it But tb! 

1 1 s Y 5. primcman of them al was Fmwcij Bor^i4 Duke ofGandic , who being inrrp,. 

fM.Frdn. fauour andeftccmewitli Clwltsthc Fife in Spaync, to the aftoniflimeniof j 

<»/f.rsi*, beholders, layinj;aridcal his gccatncs, embraced the humble ftate ofaR<? 

q^^a''! giouslifc,3nd profited exceedingly in it. The rcafon why he chofc to enter into' 

^ the Soof/if before alothcr Religious Orders, was this, which himfclfgaueto 

the Enji>erour , and I haue it by relation from his ownc mouth in my hcariiw. 

If a maii.that had manic fruitful vineyards, (bould nioreoucr refolue to planti 
orchard , for his ownc priuatc plcafurc and contentment , you could not doe 
him a greater courtefie then to picfcnt him with a flip or tree to plant in itjOot 
Lord therefore hauing lately planted this orchard of the Soc/fiii , after foflUDle 
ctiicrancictScv/orthievineyards of other Orders,! thought with myfelf(fayth 
he) that it could not but be very grateful vnto him, if I prefcntcdmyfelf, fuel, 
a: I am, as atree to be planted iiut Of the fame rank ofDuke»was^«rti;irf< 
tJnitnie ^•»'^/^'"'«, fonnc totlic Dukcof / (?r/<<,aman of lingular vertuc. Andinlialiewe 
^e Cui/mj had V3. f\^;(iulphus ^rjiuuiu4 fonnc to the Duke oi jitri , which is oncofibc 
/nunc to ancit-ntcft and noblcft Families in the kingdome of Naples. He wascalledto 
Religion with fuch abundance of the fpirit of God, that he could not byanic 
mcansorforc( be diucrtedfiomit, thoughmuch was vfed to withdraw him. 
And hailing in a fliort time profited exceedingly in al kind of vertuc.by liii 
o\vncimporcunitic,3sl may fay, he was fcnt into theEaft-Indics; whcrchc 
\cid f) liolic a life , that not iMily thofe of our Societie , and al other Clirlftian;, 
hut the vci id Icathciisthcmfcluc? i]u\ admire him, and commonly callcdhirn 
tiicAngri. At lallbcing fcnt to the Hands of Salfcdo to preach the Chrifliin 
lU^th , lie was kdied with f mc others of the Sacietie by the ir.habirrntj that 
Wiic MJionict.iiK , in hatred « f Cluillian Religion •, adorning his former liff, 
a:)'J .il!.;; Rciigiou; \ertuc^ withtlic ciownc cf a moll certain and moftglo- 
rioiis Nfartyrdoinc. There be ■.!iuerso:hers alfoinour Soc/Vf/f of likcNobiJitif, 
dcfcciiJod from nii!<.t's , and M.\rqticll'cs, and other Piinccsjbiubccaiirctliey 
ai c al yr t lining , and wc line andcc^nucrfc dayly with them , Ciuilicic , neither 
of our •>irr,nor of thcir^, wil not futicr vs to name them : but we muftobcytlie 
t ninrci nh tlio VVircm.in.v.'licrc hcfayth : Vrayfe no tn.in befort hudeaik V. her- 
t ic;--!!!! ) » the rdlii) (ticacc, wc wil remember only one that is lately dcaJ, 
t)\vit, . /ndrov Si>p:'}b ^:\ niiincman of Genuafur hisbitth •, and of Rome, in 
regard (ftlic place which Iieborcin tlut Couit next to the Cardinals, andas 
it were ill the vcric entrance to a Caidinalliiip. But he contemning botlulic 
liKiour in v\ (liih he was . and rhc preferment which he might haue hoped, 
Hooped rathci to Religious dilcii^lioc , .md let the vvovld and the vanitictlicror 
f> nujch at fcornc , t'lac not long after , he went twice about the ftrcctcs of 
K onv.' in an old tattered coate,bcgging his bread from doorc to dooic ; whitli 
*ii uck fucli an admiration into al Rome.that people foi fome daycs could talke 
ft not hi n;.; ch ; and a certain Preacher difcourling of that place of the V\o\M 
I . y : inrtielit,v,(huf>ielfillo({ )/;4/ 6f/;ttm6/f(/,did not ftick to point at this our 
i/'." /i . as to ore. fthchils andhillocks, which had humbled themfcluesby 
tccy •^H!^, .'c^^f ,ur ^'luioiir. Hut it istimctodraw toa ct.nciufion ,for asl fav«l 
hi^rc^il-ciiauccccnfom.inie of this degree of Nobilitic, both in cldcraod 
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or A R Bj. I G I o V 5_s T A t1^. liif-JJ^ Cdp^ ^^^^^« 3 n 
latter times, that fhunningthe wanes and flielues of this world , haue Air- 
ced with cxcelTnie ioy at the port ol Religion ,-that, ifwcfhouldgceabouo 
to rchcarfe them al, we mull rclblucto make a whole long Volume of it by 
itfclf. 

of Noble yjomm that haue lined /;; lieligiofj, 
CHAP. XXVI I. 

F T E R fo manle rare examples c f men , wc wil fpcakc alfo 
offomc women, both becaufc they haue been inthciikind 
a great ornament to a Religious (late , and becaufe the more 
infirme their fcxcis, the more encourageujent doth it giucio 
men, to employ thcnifeluesinalkind ofvertuc. 

a. The Emprcire Theodord doth fiift offer hcifclf For jhto<l»rs 
being married to T/;fo/)/j;/*j an Heretic k Emperour about the ycarc Fight hun- Lmj)tcfr», 
<Iredandfourcfcorc,flic kcptherfcif alwayesconllanttoiheCatholick Faith^ 
and after his dcccafe,(hc did wonderfully aduance the Catholickcaufc,chicfly 
by refloringthevfe of holie Images, and recallingholie men from their phicej 
of bannilhment. And hauing for (bme yearcs gouerned the Empire , Ihe of 
her ownc accord layd downe al tliat ftate antl power , and flmt hcrfelf vp 
in the monaftctie, where l.cr mother TfHYind. had giucn herfelf to God before 
Jicr. 

i^.^u^ufldiu other EmprefTc praftifcd the like deuotion , not weighing u^ugufi^i 
the infancic and lonenes of her fonne , after Ifdscins her huftnnd's death: 
but appointing him certain Tutours , withdrew herfelf out of the world, 
\\hcu^4le\iui ( for fo was her fonnc called )cameofage,the Tutours would 
by no means gine-vp the adminillraiion of the Empire j wherefore by her 
f« nne's entreatic returning to Court , flic tooke the goucrnmcnt into her 
ownc hands ..gainc, retaining notwithflamling her Religious purpofes and 
prai'^irc,hcr vcylcand her whole Mcnaftical weed-, til finding means tocfla* 
lliihthccoucrnmeni vpon her fonnc, (he returned to hcrMonaneric aboue 
the ycare One ihoufand one hundred and ninetie. And thcfc two were out o£ 
the Eaft. 

i|. In the Weft we find, that J^ichttrJe wife to the En)perour CUrlet le BjthdrJti 
Crtfjf/f', bring brought into fufpicion that Ihe had been falfc vnto him, cafily 
cleared herfelf i but yet made vfc of the occafion to quit his marnage , as 
llichad long defircd i and retiring herfelf into Halfati.i.builtamonaflcric, 
whetin flic lead a Religious life about the yearc Eight hundred ninctic: 
nine. 

5. The cafe oi Cunt»und(i wife to Henric King of England firfl- , then Cimt^nJn*. 
afterwards Eujpcrour , in the yeare One thouland one hundred ihiriic 
J^inc, was not vnlike to this. For diuorcing heifclf from him vpon the like 
fufpicion and fault , w hich was cad vpon her ,ihc madca bctitt marriage witii 
Cliiift our Sauiour.. 



^.u 



OP T H E H A 



S.Cunt- 
$ttnJti. 




i/ijnif. 



r.'v''^:' 



T.p. 






Muni U. 



6. And yet another Citncpintiti was more happic about thcyeateO T* 
fand one hundred andiwcntic. For bcin^ m.micd to the Enipcrour ^'^^^ ^ 
Fir ft , flic liued manieycares with him , and kept her virginitic • md u!i^^^ 
before hcr,fliclcaJ Co holiealife for fifteen ycarcstogeaiherinilieMort-^ 
ii( fonfugium^t\nt Hic is rcgiftrcd among the Saints in the Church ofG^JJ 



before hcr,flic lead fo holiealife for fifteen ycarcstogeaiher in iheM 
of(?on/i(^f«w,that Hic is rcgiftrcd among the Saints in the Church ofG, 

7. ^gnt! wife to the Emperour Henru the Third, goucrncd the EttiolnA 
his deceafe , according as lie hadlch in his VVil, til hisfonnc ( who aith ' 
of his death was but an infant) canictotwelueyeaicsofagc; and then "'"" 
oiicrthcchari'cof the Empire, and alio the Dukcdomcof Bauiere whfch!!? 
1. ngcdvnto her, flic went to Homeland there chofc to liuein thchumir 
of a Monaftical life , in ilic ycarc One thoufand one hundred fifiiefi."' 

8. The like did lM\4btth wife to the Emperour Mhertus thcFirft & Arch 
duke of Auftria ; for he being moft lamentably flaync , flic bad the mM 
f arcwcl.andhucdahcaucnliclifeinaMonafteric . which herfelf had built 
ill thcycarc One thoufand two hundred and ninciic. Two of her dauplitcrj' 
folio wed her example , the one married to the King of Huni'atie, theotliff to 
tl)c Count of 0«ighcni& tvvoof her grandchildren,ihcQMeencofl>oionij 
and hcrdauj;hter,thougiilhe were fureto the Duke of Viaiiflaw. * 

9.N.>w fiom Emprcllirsto come toQuccnes iin Italic / 1//* ^^ jfc to f^if/,l^« 
C ot whom we fpakc before } following ilic example (.f hci h .(bind w,uM 
notbefarrc-offroiti him neither indiflance of place. For as he rciirc/hin vf 
into thcmoiiaacrie of A;.«r//.oy?m , („ Hjc with her daughter /(f/» n ^/i "hid Ik i- 
fcif 111.1 Monaftcric, which was not farre diflant , whciin S. SchoUfitu\n\ 
fr.mcii.ncs lined , and flie had icftotcd , and there flie fpent licrdajes inorcat 
iai.ct.tie. ^ ^ 

10. Ill France in tlie yeare Fine liundred twcniiefiuc, Rrt7fi/««rt'r< being mar- 
ned ai;aii.(l htr wil u-. kin- c/«/.«/rr,after fome ycarcs by much imp. rtuniiicgct 
-'us conlciit , and retired lKr(clfro Poicticrs, and there gauc hcrfclf co God 
with gicatLruouiandcameih)esofdcu(.tion,ihatinafliortiimcl]icarriucd 
to a high decree ol pcifcdion in vertue, as it is recorded of her. 

1 1 . Nut manic ycaics after her , jldocr^ wife to f A////fr/((kinp of France, to- 
gcathcrwitiihcrdau:4htcrcWcr..r/^forfakingthcirPrinccsplcifurcs,bctook« 
thcml. lues to the fame heaucnlie piofcflion. And /J^/z/t/.. about the yearc Siic 
l.undic. and /iUic,by the decealeof kin- f/o«/..,iemaining as it were at libcrtie, 
anJ u 11 h ful power to pertorrue what llie had alwayes dtlired frc.m her infan- 
c c Ihc wamo Cslln , nndenlniging a Monafttrie, which was there already 
hu.It.llic loyncd herfcii to a better Spcufc our Sauiour , and was famous foral 
l.inu of vertue , but Gcci.iliy for her humijitie. 

12. In Spaync \vc find recorded of tvvo Qnecnes that were alfo Rdi- 
p «i^ \\;<ner^ u if, to IctmutiJ^ of u hoin we fpake before ; for (lie cntrcd 
la- iclia huiiiand, and was no litle encouragement vnto him by her exam. 
p.c ; All. I / aefa , u Ik, being by her brother Jlfonlc king of Leurt, married to 
^lo.u.u k,rg ,.F r. lalo ( a More or Saracen ) flie not being able bval the 
cnfu-anc^^jn. tiaations.uh.chihcdidalleagc tohinder it, God did hinder ir. 
' ' I'f (en: t.'.c Ihibarous kingamoflgiicuous and dead lie Hcknes; whereby 
'•: ^'^''' ' -••:;»twaitlichandofGod,fcnt/W4b4ck3('3inc?ntouclicdi& 

^ ^ Ihc 
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flie prcfcntly efpoufcd herfelf according to her de/irc to oui Saui jur, in the 
Alonaflerieof ^. Velayo , in the yeare One rhoufand and fix, 

1^. But it isftrangctofcc how manic ofthcfc like examples wc haucoutcf ,- 
England; as of lifted Spoufc to the King of the Norihumbers , who was cx,m ,hr 
Ihync befotcthcy were bedded togeather , in the yeare Six hundred and Tea- tJ'flrf^ 
ucntie}and£i/>W6«r^,who perfwaded king Inas to the refolution which he jr,;r.V»rc. 
tooke, aswc fayd before, and.ifterwards followed his example in the like 
courfe. Butwhat can be more ftrange then that which liapned to EiheLhfd, Lihd Ur-i, 
who being wifcto twoK ings kept lier virginitic with them both,and obtayncd 
of the fecond, after twclueycares that they had been married togeather.leau? 
to i;oc Hue among other Virgins in a Monaileric?Wlmt a life niay weim.>gin 
llie liued in the Monafterie , that was fo great a Saint in her worldlie kin "- 
dome? And flie is alfo regirtred amon^ the Saints by Holic Church. She liued 
about the yeare Scauen hundred and (ix. 

J4. S(sbnr^ her fiftcr.CiiiceneofKcnr, followed her not longafter,fo foonc 
as her hufl).ind was dead.A nd ^Ifhtie Qneenc of the Mercians and HcrfhumLn s 
is not to bcomitied, who,like another Magdalen, to rcdeeme her former of- 
fences, and , among the reft, the vninft murthcrof her yong innocent fotmc- 
in-Jaw , lead an auHcre life among other feruants of Chrift, in a Monaflci ie, 
which lictfilf had built at her ownc proper coft and cIiargc,about the yeare 
tl (uir Loid NiiK- hundred fcaucntie fiue. 

15. It were long and tedious to rehcarfe al the Kincs daughters, which 
hnih in England and other Countries haueconfecratedthemfelues to Ciod in 
Monaflcries;thc number ofthem is fo very great. Wherefore pafling tliofc in 
(ilf fice, which are more ancient , we w il mention a few only of th.fc that arc 
of later memoiic. -hUrg^iei daughter to Hr/^ kmg of Ilungaiie is famous ^^-^K^.'^-f 
among the Nunnes of i". Dtminui's Order for her rare vtitue , and Ihincth ;!'!;i„'7',, 
l.kea flarre in the firmament. For of eight and twcntie yeares , whiJi (he .!(ih„v.!' * 
lined, (he fpentfoureandiwentie in Rcli ion , being vowed thciuntoby Ik r ric. " 
patents, when flic was but foure yeare oldc. But the Nobilitic of her bhud 
uas the leaft thing in her; for the San^itic of her life,and therigour which flic 
vfid in punifliing hetbodicbothby continual fafling and with whippcs like 
fpuircs's farremorc confpicuou^ & her profound humilitie which flic chief- 
ly lliewcd in tending the fick; being alwaics giucn to fuch hke humble and 
charitable offices ; the pra^tife wherof was fane motc^to be admired in her. 
then her Princelie defcent. And it is recorded of her, thatoutofthegrcac 
• llecinc which flie had of this Religions courfe of life, fljcconft ant ly reUjfed 
thcmarriageofthrec Kin;.',s,to wir, of Poland, of Bohemia,and of .Sitilie;and 
^vlicn it was oft'ered her, that there fliould be a difpenfaiion procured from 
the Pope for her Vowes, ihc anfwered rcfolutly , that flic would rather cut-of 
her nnfc and her lippes , and pul-out lier eyes . then yeald her confent to be 
niairicd to anie creature. She dyed in the ycaic One thoufand two hundred 
*'«'l fcaucntie. 

>. In the vcarc One thoufand three hundred fourticthree,y4«fA.« Qtieenc S4«c;;«, 
'1^ Wilic and Hierufalcm , a few m )ncths after the deceafe of K<'/''^'<ier 
'"^l^and , put on the habit of S. /M'/a* his Order at Naples, proftflin- the 
^ucrtie and Rule of i. CUit , by v.hich Rule none of ihcm can pollcflc 
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anic thins as their ownc, not fo much as in common. It is reported of her thit 
( ut of humiliticdicearncftly beg(;cd of the General of the Order i|)*atli 
would foibid cucric bodicvery (cucrely from calling her anic moreQiifcn^ 
and that they i^iouldcal her Sifter as iheicft. ^" ' 

^gnn. 17. No lellc was the vertue of ^^wei daughter to Oreihas Kinc cf 

liolK'mia , about the yearc One thoufand two hundred and fcuttic. Fa 
bcin.; giucn in marriage to Frederick the Sccond,(lje would ncueryealdhtr 
confcnc , biic vowed Vir'jinitic in a Monaftcric of the fame Order off 

^:f*un'ifi I tancii in Pi JL;ue, The like is recorded of Cnnt^^undti daughter and wife jo 
a King ; fi)r being daughter to the King of Hungaiic , and efpoufedto- 
r^oUjUut , furnamed the Chdfle , King of Poland , flic kept her Virginjiit vudj* 
filcJ toi;caihcr witli him, and afterwards lead alfo a Religious lifcinaMo. 
iia(teric> which herfelf had founded. 

lixr.t. ?^- '*-"" alfo daughter to the King of Nauarre, |ireferclng the hcaofftlic 

before the earthlic kingdome, vowed herfelf to the Icruice cf GodiniMo. 
nallerie in Paiis, to her owne excefTiue bcncBt , and great aftoniflimem pf »l 

Ifaltl. ^'^^ \'J^'>x\<^. IfdOfl daughter to the King of France, and fifter to 5". t(H»> ,<|(. 
r})i/ing the world tookevp the CrolFc ofChrift in the fame Order, and liotj 

B'.An.'n. '^^'^'^ ''* great fcruour in it , that Ihe is alfo famous for miracles, B/4»rt 
daughter of Philip King of France followed the fame foot-ftcps about the 
ycjrt One thoufand three hundred and fiftccnc, 

I . And of late yeaics our Age hath been ennobled with no Icflcrare 

^ar^Ant. an cxampl: ( with w hich I wil conclude ) in thcperfon oiMnr^drtt tfjuflin 
daughter to Maximilian the Empercur •, and Mane Hfter to Philip King of 
Spayne. She, notwithftanding her Co noble Extraftion, contemning world- 
lie marriages and a) earthlie things, vowed Viiginiiic a few yeares agoc in the 
Order of y. CUte^ in a Monafteiie, wlicrc the ancient rigour of that Or- 
tki- is feuerely kept , and pcrfcucrcth ihciin to this vctic day with great 
commendation of vertue, 

2.0. What tliciefoic can be more beautiful in the eye of tbc minde, 
or more delightful to men or Anjcls , then to behold fo great a Maicftie 
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andfo great Power voluntarily (looping to a Habit fo contrmnjblc, and to 
fo poorc a Cellc , and fuch humble ofhces as are incident to luch a ftite of 
Ilk? Certainly , if there be ity in huiten of vne fmatr , that turning to God, 
bcginncth but ;o lay the firft foundations of venue i how much more ioy 
niufl there needs be at the prajftifc of ycriics fo hcroical and fo abfoluil/' 
fcrfcdt in al kindi? 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

ITHERTO we hauefpoken ofSecu!ar'Nobili{ie,anJ 
ihcvved how Religion hath been graced by the entrance of 
people of great rank in the world, into it. Now we arc to 
liKvv,thatithathreceaucd no lellc honour by thofe, that 
i.ut 'f Religious courts haue been exalted to high digni- 
ties and promotions in the Church.And firft we \\ \\ fpcake 
• fPo|cs,becaufc it cannot but be a great honour to be af- 
fuiued to that dignitie, to which oncatth there is none to be compared, bcini; 
infcri jurtonoiiebut Go J, and fulhiningfoweightic a burthen as nui/l i,ccds 
require a gieat wifdouK coupled with no Idle fantSitic and holincs of life. And 
confcqucnily as a 1 Ixnifc or Famiiic, and al the kindred belonging vnto it, be it 
ncuctromcanc and piotc before, is rayfcd in the opinion and eftecmc of the 
uorlJ.aiul nude noble,by one man's promotion to thisgreat honour and dig- 
nitie ; wl-.ymay vvcnot fay and think the fame of cucric Religious Fainilic? 
aRcligicnismanluuing ful as much relation vnto the Religion wherin he is 
profcllcd, as to his naiiuc Houfc and ftock , and by meanes therof an iued to fo 
h\^\\ promotion, as manic as from thence h.iucbccn allumcd vnto ir. 

t. The firft Pope therefore that without al cjucftion was .\ Religious man 
( f )i I purpofely fpcake not of thofe, of whom rherc is anie doubt) was, rus we 
hiul recorded, D/#»ji/7/// aCtrcianborne, two hundred and thtccfcorc') cares Dinn^pu,. 
alter Chi ift, who poflcflingthat Sea ten yeares, is fayd to haue ordained manic 
\^^o\ things boihat Rome and in other places ; and is chiefly mcmoiahic fur 
oppoling himfclfinihc Councclof Aniii'th againft tiicHerclicofPanlusSa- 
moUtcnus,wi»othen began to fpread his pernicious dodiine.^'^endcau nil cd 
to take .m-ay the Diuiniiic of our Sauiom Chriih Afterward fuffciing alfo 
death K)rChiift,hc had adoubleCrownc,ofMarcyrdomc and of Rcli.' ion. 

J. In the yearc Fine hundred feauentic Hue, MfHf,//^/ the Firft,aR( man b;)rnc, noud>nu4 
hauing been a Monk , u as created Pope in moft woeful times , wh:n al I .ilic '• 
was in combuftion by mcancs of watrc \ and hauingfatc at liic ftcrnc h;urc 
yeares, he went to heauen. 

4. DiucrsAuthours,and in particular the Bookc which is intitledthePo;///.. 
fitjiarfire (wherin the fucccmoofal the Popes is cxaaiyfctdownejdoe make 
'ncntion,thatP</4</W^theSccon.l(whofcfcholhjr&:ruccclIourwasy.G,f^<,Mp) 

w.ischofcnPopcoutofainona(}crieofMonks.ncwasmadePopcinthcycarc 
Fiue hundred feaucntie nine; and fate ten yeares. 

5- Next after him fuccccdcd ^. Grr^cru the Great, who had been a Monk in 

Jvoinc in the Monaftcric of S\ ^ndnw , and lined according to t'e Rule .,f y 

/'""'^'' What ihal we need to renca:c the famous things whicli he pcr^ 

'y:'»cd during his charge , which wa^ thirteen yeares ? his liberalitic co- 

•'3Nj the poorc, his care in watching oucc Hcfcncs which were fprinnin.r 

r* hii courage m oppciin^ hiuifdf cuci; s^j^inlt Princes, his patience 
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ill corporal infirmities, hiscndcauour and application Unattending to thfctt* 
of al pans of his flock, his diligence andcopioufucs in his written Booki aod 
(which graced ahhe reft) his wonderful nwdeftic and humilitlc,andal]cina 
of true vcrtuci his miracles alfo, and holcfome Decrees , fcing they arc infinif 
and in a manner a', knowncto al,a$ if he had liued in thefc our dayes. * 

6. Not much more then t wo y cares after him, an other of ihefamcOrdtf 
ofS. BtHtiiitiwAi Pope , to wit, Bomfsct the Fourth , who being bred.vpjfl 
Home in die MoiuiUtk of S.Sebdfttdn ^ learned there that vertue and pietif 
wliici) he afterwards pradifcd in his Pontifical chargc;and is recorded to hauc 
borne fo great an affc<5lion to the Religion, out of which he was taken that 
he made hisfatlier's houfe into a Monafterie , and gauc it fufticicnt rcniforthe 
maintenance of it. And hauing fpcnt fix yearcs and fome moncths in fuch JkinJ 
of works, he wenttorcceaue his reward in t;caucn, 

7. V/rittr$dt>e.,encraliy agree, that ^^/co^/j'wj the Fitft of that name wis 
alfo a M.)nk of the Monafterie ofi'. I'rAfntHs in Mount C'<r/i«^j in Rome, and 
of ("0 holica lifc^tliat inihci)cii;htof hishonoiir he pra»5lifcdal kind of venue 
bclon/in;^ to a Religious man , and was renowned Specially for lii$mcekn« 
and fu ect conucrfationiand was fogvcata dtTpifer wf worldiie wealth, that ht 
fucnl almoin al vpi^n the pooreanddiftrelled ,and in rclccuing tiic Pilgtiincj 
that came to Rome. He was Pope fourc yearcs. 

8. Two yearcs after him ^-At!>o (a Sicilian borne ) was chofcn out of a 
M -naftciie; wiiofc fanctiticisteftificd by diuers miracles, among which tint 
was rare lo li for power andlpractife ofcharitic , when vouchfafingtotm- 
brace and killcalcaper, whom he met, he prefently alfo cured him. And lii$ 
conftancic was no Idle in oppofing iheHcicfic of thcMonor/ir/i/fj CthatfajJ 
Chrill had but one wil) and gathering a famous'Councei at ConAantinoplc 
f« r the fpccdic condemning ofthein,which is called the SixiiSynode.ln which 
l»is fpeediccoutfc of Vcrtue,he was taken away by more fpcedie death; to wit, 
after two yeares and a half that he had been Pc pc. 

9. Ten moncths after (in which time /.eo the Second fate) Rentdif'tUc Se- 
cond fuccccdcd in the ycarc Six hundred fourefcorc and three; ofwhomitis 
recorded that he IcadaMonaftical life in Rome from his infancie,andwa$a 
/ingnlar man both for vcrtne and learning. Tne Emperour Confldntint made 1 
decree in fjuourofhim, that they Ihould not need rowaytcfortheconfcntof 
I he Emjierours in choofing the Popes , but that the Election of the Clcrgieand 
People of Rome llioulJ take place without it. But the Church had rather a 
fjimlc then a fii;htofhis rare vertue-, for he dyed after ten monethstothc 
great gru f and lamentation of cucrie bodic. 

V . Tlicrc r Mowed him two Gre^onci ,t\\c Second and thcThiid,theot^c 
in the ycare S'auen hundied and llxtcen , the other fifteen yeares after ; for lo 
longtime l'< rmer held that Sca,and did much good both in the Cittic of Rome 
by huihlifip Churches and Religious houfes , and in the whole Church of 
("h], am* fpciiallv in Germanic , whether he fcnt S, f\omf'aci a Monk to (teach 
the Faiihot Chrill, &rcccaucd the fiift fruiis of GcntiliticoutofthaiCoun- 
ircy with romuchcon'cntmcnr,tl at with his ownc hand he BaitiKdthcinr 
The fard.tie and prowcflc of the other Cne^trit <\'\d chiefly flicw hfelf in '''^ 
couflia, vvhich he had concerning the Catholick Faith with the Empao"^ 
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i^o the Third, who was anHeretick, and an encmie of hi lie Images , fo^' 
which caufe alfohedepriucd him of the Communion with the FauhtuI , and 
of his Empire. Yet as none was more C(,uragcou$ then he againft his enemies, 
(0 none could be more meek , atid afl'able, and liberal towards the poote , and 
orphanes.and widdowcs ,lie being commonly called the Father and Patron 
ofal fuch people. HcJiucdiu his Pafloral charge almofteleucn yeares. The 
Bookcintitlcd the VtniijicdlChdhe , which wc iDcniioncd before , anddiucrs 
other Authours relate,thai boththefeGrrgeno were Monks. 

II. In the yearc Scaucn hundred fixtic c\g\\t,S itphcn the Third was promoted Siff'j*9ifj 
10 the Sea He was brcd-vp from a child in the monafterie of >. Chi fgoum in '• 
Rome, and was rare both for vertue and learning , and ioyning alfoj rac^ifc 
ihcrcwiihal, was held a wife man ; and theiupon was employed in matters of 
greatmomentconcerningthcChurch,bythrccPope$,towit,Z«c/;4rrf, Sff^/.fn 
ihe Second , and Vdul. A nd coming himlcif to the Pcpedome thus furniflied , it 
is incredible , how much he did benefit the Church of God bith by his exem- 
plar life, and famous deeds; among wliich wc may reckon the Councel of 
Li^rM», which he gathered for Reformation of manners in the Church. He 
alfo by the ftrength ofhis wifdomc and courage thruft out one Muhatl^ that 
had intruded himfelf into the Archbidiopiick of Rauenna by fauour of fome 
Kings and Princes. And finally after three yeares and a few moncths, leaning 
this world , he left alfo in the minds of men both a great opinion of his fan6^i- 
tie,and a great defire that he might haue continued longer with them. 

1 1. In the vcaic Eight hundred and fcauentcen.P^^cA^/ii the Firft,by fpecial V«fJ)Mlh ij 
prouidence of^God , was taken out of the monafterie of ^, Sttphcn in Rome, 
where he was Abbot ; and placed in the Paftoral charge ouct the whole 
Chriftian flock, held the place a litle more then feaucn yeares A man not only 
eminent forfaadiiie ancl Religion , which a bodic mightiuftlyexpeiftof a 
Monk, but for his courage, which he fliewcd in fuppremug the cndcauours 
uf fome Secular powers, that would needs challenge a right in the choofing 
of Popes, wheras no fuch thing was due vnto them. He was alfo famous fot 
his dcuotion , and magnificent in building , and adorning Churches. 

i^. loure yeares after this T>4/cA4/M,Grrg«ric the Fourth was chofen Pope Ort^orit ^ 
out of the Monafterie (asfomcfay )of F«//4-w9i»4 , where, manic yeares after, 
5. r/.ow;4jof./f</«/«dicd,as is recordedofhiin.ThisPope,asal Writers leftifie, 
was eminent in fantJlitic , lcarning,wlfdome, and cloqucncc,and al manner of 
virtue. And when the fiarbarianscoming ouer into Siality had made thcfclaes 
maillers of the Hand , by his meanes and authoriiic the Prince of Corfu feiiing 
▼pon part of Africk, forced them to retire homcagaineto defend their ownc 
counti ey.And hauing thus happily and holily goucrned the Sea fixtcen yeares, 
hcrcftedinour Lord. 

i-i.Foureyearesaj;ainc after this man's deceafc,tw the Fourth was afTumed tr«4, 
to that iliL;nitie out of tiie Monafterie of i .M4»fi» in Rome , and gouerncd the 
Sea in the great difficulties flc dangersjwhctin Italic then was by the incui fions 
«.fbaibarou$pcoplc,thar fpoylcd the whole Countrey,and thteatncdihe vltcr 
•Icftrii^ionot Rome iilcJfi but he put ihcm alto flight, more with his holines, 
ain! vvithliftir>g-vphis hands to heauen ( asanother Moyfcs ) then by force of 
Klines J and yet afterwards (bitifyeddic CiukofRomc, that it might be the 
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bcitcrabJcto wiiliftand the like incur/ions. He en:rcdvponhisch ""^^''^ 
ycarc Eight hundred tounic fcaucn, and held it ci.;ht ycarcs. fi^*» Ac 

i5.AndinthcycarcNiiJchundrcdandt\vo, /.eVthc Fift Ivaf ch T 
fate only fouriicdaycs j who, as I'tnhmim icp(.itcti),wa5 alfoa Rd* • * ^"'^ 
15. After him ^ytutjicr the Second was tlie next that was pfoniotcd?°'l!"'"^' 
from a MonafUcalcoinfeof life, two ycarcs bcForcthethoufandaf ^r/?'* 
I Ic was bred in France in chc Monaftcrie of i/orufA- firft madr A.Jm!..l '^' 
/(i'f»fMhcn o'ii{;iutn„4, andthenChria-s Vicaioucrthc wh«lr rk l ^"^ 
I. ^MrNr^i,, ,.,./, A...... .-,..-., «,n: .1.. IT. ^^""'^^nurch;8|j(j 



hc!dthcchai-cfoiireyearesand(ixui)nc.J»sJIcwasamancomplc«7n'','il^! 
oi Lrai.iin£», as Auchours write of hini, but fpcciaUy vcrfed in U-ttlJH ',^ 
aJ la^id of Pliilofophie as am^carcs bv th. I^.oL. J,:.u .:^-..''^^^^^^^ 
iian( 



kM of Philofophie as appcares by the Hooke which he hath icf Hnr^* 
iiand of Geometric; which Science of his hath been the occafion 1 1, T" 
taikc that he was a Sorcerer . & that he came by his promotion by fore LW 
by a compaa wliich he had made with the Diuel ; and at laft dcce3 i 
dotibtful f,,eaches of the Diuel,dicd n.ferably in thcchurch of Flo ffl^^ 

HiaufaenK Which fablctakenvpon truftofi^^„orant people, X^^^^^^^^^^ 
intotheRcc<>rdsoHon.ccarcle(re UHitcrs. Butthcmore Jcarn;d nd^^^^^^^^^^ 
I'gcnt wiiccrsihcw how thiserr^ur came , by rcafon that there beiit n 1 1" 

AgebutfcwIM.iIofophersandMathcmaticians.they that wceg.^^^^^^ 
Knul .i I udKs were accounted AilroJogers,and Sorcerers ; & people bdr, 
;t tnc ra-hcr of tlu. man , becaufe bcin| a ({ranger , he w s nl . hftS 
iHcicncdtothisgieathonourbcforealothcrs. ^>^"nitan(J)ng 

ca.e(nccl..u(r.dtwent,etvvo,f,/.uheNincteenthwerepIacedf„ these 
/v:'-;^;)c.:,cta!crnmKoHhenm,,aacricofy.^.M/?./;„,i„^^,,^^ 

o^anotncnuonai.uc not ccitamlyknownc, but ofthc Order of y JJ 

i.r.'«..cn,.cinucdmchcChay,cnotfu!threeyearcs,/./;«fateronKnineyu^^^ 

' .^'.•;f"i.cN.uch wasn.tonly x Kcli;.;ious man before he u as chofcu 

;r;. ' n r :• '^'^--''^^'-'-'^ l'iv'orbcu.gofnobiecxtr.6ion,&'/-onnc 

r c./r.vlJnk.of/.,,..,.,,hcwau..adeCardinalby U.iUz Ninth, and fcnt 

, to rr^n^vuu^l^le to reconciicthe Greciansto the .Latin Church , uh.ch 

Ho c pcMorn.edJUturmn. to Rome , and findi.ig Pope /.r.dead , weane ot 

r.^cd .„ Id. (u .c.ufly totwsncw n-.ufucof Chrift ( fo nre.ra man as he 

haic kF ^ ' -f ^''-P ace. And comin^^to Pope V.lio. the Second to 

u ic h.ujea.onc ., hr.Kcl bv h.MKis the mannerthen w 
\Z .1' 'T V '•^'''^' ''''''^ ^"^'^''"■^' ^^y '^i'" > &-' ^"'/-.Mlying not 

i it.Tfl. ' T ^ r' '""^"'^ "^'^ ^''•''"^' '■" ^^'^ Chayrc in ti,e yeare One 

V I in ,t "''?^^^' ereat pfd ofal thht knew him. And not long after, to 
^ a ,; ' lr^'u\ '^"' ^'"^"^^"^ ^^'^«<^"'i^ t'^'^*^. the adnuni/lration of the 

-V. K vca,csto:cathcr. to thej^reat benefit & contentment of al Chrifhan*. 
j^ . ^^ 'c lu It 01 t.u m u as (i.r.„/f the Seauenili, a Florentine borne , but ) a 
thcP ;'•;;•*""• '";''^''"^^t ' whomc theEmpcrour//f.,,rhad thrnffoiitcf 



IJC of </;,■,, i|,;{u, 



!C '.C !ulJloUcI- 



; :'csv)CJics 



or A KBLlGIOVa 9TAi 



, ^^ ^'K.U^t:J(m]K_^j^^ 

hewasmadeAbbo:ofthatMonaaeric.Sooncaftcr,hewarMbrreatfi..m.r 
,vith £r#thcNinth,ra.r the Second, ai;dS ,/;,,,/;,„ the Njr.th,that"thcv would 
doenothing without his adu,cc,& much more was hein grace with Jlt.a,uhr 
the Second, whomc hefucccedcd i and goucrned the fea fo Jike himfcif that 
diucrs Auihours affirmc , that Hncc the ApoftJcs limes there Jiath not bccne a 
Pope, that hathtakcn mjrcpayncs then he forthe Church ofGod orcone 

throughmorc trouble, or ftoodc more conftantly for the liberties therof I fc 
cxconmun)icatcd//f//,utheFv,urtht.viceasadcadliccncn.ieofiheChurch^ 
ficed al his fubieas f^ioin their Alleagcance , nothing daunted with his power 

& thegreat aimic,which he brought before the CittieofRome.FJc did the like 
to >;.fr^/;«j'i..sihat had inuadcd the tm, ire of tic Eaif. Ihlherws Archbiflu^^ of 

Rauemia ben)g Ml faamn .gainfl hin,,furpr.rcd him ,and caf^ him into pri/on 
vi'on Chriftmas-day at night , but in the morning the people , that loucd hini 

dcarely . throngmg rogcathcr,tookc hi.n out by force. And manic other thino^ 
without number he endured courageoully.and dccieed with -reat vvifedomc 
in the twclue yeares which he goucrned the Church. " ' 

io.yifh> the Third fuccccdcd him,fonne to the Prince of Rf//f«r«/«w,who in yn r , 
lu^youih being conrtrayned to manic a wife, fled to the Monaflciic of /./,««,- 
0/i',«^beforc he tc-uchcd hciiu here he was created Abbot,& afterward made 
Cardinal tyOrf^onf ihcScaucnth,& after his dcceafc was eftccmcd the fitteft a, 
vndcrtake the gouernmentof the Church, in which charge he was not only 

confpicuousfothisReligiouspictic&modcftie,butforfuchcouiaPeasmi>-lr 
bcfecme aCeneral of an annicFor he thruft out ofRome thcAntipopc by force 
of arni,es,& leauy mg a great ai niic fV(nn al parts of Italie,he fcnt it into Africk 
With fuch h.ipp.c fuccci c oy the fpccial help of Cod , that he had both . he vi * 
lone iniraculou ly at the veric firff cmranc: into the land,& the ncwes <.f it , a 
tahctheveiicrcilfameday thatthc armie.mct, which vvasyet more lhan;.c 
in.aily holdioqa V ouncelal ne.tHtntHm.hc WQStakcn with hislaff fie k ties ^».' 
caiik J hnnlelf to be c anycd to 7>Iom. '--^/?,«o ; that, where fit/f I.e had re. ci Jed 

tkip.mofRel.g,.n,iherean.ongthepra>er.ofhisl}.etherenhemiu),tm.>rc 
fcauclv a.u l.ul.Jy j.K,e-vi> his hA hea-n , which he did a yeare and three mc 
rabalici he had taken tbePanoraUharge rpon him, tl ataman may iuf^ly 
v.oiu,cr, h:,whecould be able to, hinkc of fo manic things as he did, much 
iiinrehow he could perft.rmc them in fo flioit a time. 
ii./'./;-^«/..thcSecondfucceqdedhin).takcnoutofthcMonn(lcrieof(r/««;in 
•race ncgoucmcdtheChurchfoincwharmorcti.cncJeuenyfares,«^fhcwcd 
InmfcU a notable Pope For gathering three Councels in Italic, hedccreed ma- 

nicyfcfulu,ngs,bothfor the (|nictingofthofeiurbulcnt times, andforrefor- 
jnation ofn.anhcrs Then he went into liance,3nd ashcvi/itcd manic Citties 

i'ccKayncd.nan.cholclomethingsi&ainDngthereaintheCouncelpfc/frl 
yt,\ c proclauncd the voyage to ihe IJolie land , for which cnterprifc there 
^^ ore leauN cd three hiunlred thoufand loot.and a hundred th<,ufand horfc : by 
V. nich forces at that time the I lojit-lf.nd was recoucred. 

an'''.;,/' I '/'■''" ''" ^''•'''"'; ' ''^''"'' ''^ '^^'"'^-^</'"% much acainff his v. =1, :.,,^;,,;, 
1. nucl.kvnemingh.scnf. ur.iMtheycarcOnethc-ufnndninetienine,,.!.- ' 
r.i:. thcCh.uic . f ;.. Vary uitl. In .cncal confent of the people and'rl e 

^ .<vsK- an.l,hc(.ardinais,tha. he could not p.lTihly whhllar.d i.WcM tier- 
^^ccLliuich cMh.cco )caics , in s^\nd^ time he pailcd throuj^h'mani(j 
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changes of limci, and manic difficulties , and flic wed great cour ^""^^ 
For by Mswifdomc &dcxcccitichccxtinguilhcdihcSchirnic whichf !?*^' 
ycaresmoftmifcrablydiaraaed the Church ofChrift throuohfkli c *"*^ 
of fomc great I'rinccs.Hc alfo reftorcd & enlarged the doniinios ofTK^?^^"' 



Ct.tfm 



which had been inuadcd by fcuertl pcrfons ; & liauing fupprefred m^''**''» 
procccding$,& compofcd inanicdiflTciences of Chriftim V^^^^ 
i-weilth$,h«wasfo bcloucdofal men , that returmn'» tA d**^ 

got his laft ficknes in the pteflb of people , tiiat came to meetc him ?.'»''« 

rmt t\,0>R^rf.r^A AlA f««,*.. k'r r.^..,..- .k-l -/r_ ,. "»'« > SIKI di«<j, 
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'-•'"^' — * j^.v«v w. |.v»'j/iv , wiai, ^-Auiccomeeie him* mAA- 

t^. OtUfmt the Second did fomcvvhat rcpayre thclorTcHcwaf aJf kJ*" 
from his infanciein Mount-Csfim.ic hadbcen made Cardinal hyy,bM i^I^ 
cond.and liued in his Pomificaldignitie with great fanaitic of life and 
rancc i a man of great learning and eloquence, as Authours write wJi?^^' 
l»alf a miracle in thofedayes. He was much cncombred throucrh'rhrr.A*^" 
proceedings of fomc wicked men , and chiefly by the EmperoL j^^Iw^^""] 

moftvnworthilyalfobeatcnbyfomcofhisfollowersjbutfi^etooJrh^- . 
as It bcfecmcdihc Vicar ofChrift, imitating his meekenes andS '"T 

«amplcof/...,,aftcrthefecondWftrryfedbyhS?^^^^^^^^^^ 

^;;*"^^whcrchedyedinthcMonaftcrieorCluny.hauinshcldthca^^^^^^ 

14. And prefcntly the Cardinals, that were in hiscompanie,gauc thedieniti* 
Z Ih ^^ U i«^"^^^»^« was fonne to mijsmAc ofBurgu d?" 
^ad been a Monk either in the Monafleric of pilU,t or lur,, ( for Autho" 
doc var.c m .t ) and was then Archbifliop of ^;r«.*. A wife man.& Jcxicr" 
in bufmcdcs as jt .srecordedof him, and in effea he fliev^ed it Fo he" 
fcarcearrmcdmRo.nc,buthefurprlzed .«.«,. the Antip.pe. a.,d aft i" 
in o pnfon ^ and m.jk ng peace with the Eu.perour Hen ie vp«„ goo cI 
ChXh A T'^'^ ^'^' -ntrnuerHcs , uh4 had long tin.? wronged! 
Church. Andconnnu.ng ncerevpcn fixyeaicsin his Paftoral care.liedied 

euc.^bodie, and much lon-mpthathemight hauc liued longer. ^ 
nn^Jfr?"'"";^'''"!''" y"^*^; ?»'"'■''» ^icccafe, there foUoued three Popej 

AU^ r f^7' M 'a ''°"^r ''' ''''' "^' ^« ""'^'' »^ CardinaIbefore,bat only 
Al)outofchcMonaacr,eof/rr.^.«,4«e, which i.yet extant: fo2.eatwastl« 
t^f^'he'c" : ?r''' hadofhisvertueand wifdome S.B.^.Jll'im 
Z(r?:ri. f ^T ^"^'^ '7'^ admire thistheir proceeding. GodforW 
you (,y,h IH ) what haue you done ? You haue produccd'a man thai wasL 

vo IJ i< ^;"f^V'"" '^""' u'"" ''i''"^ '^^"^'^ > h^ »^»« vvas crucifyed to the 

Zr h^fd/ wi ?'"" '^'"^V^f '''- Di"e'i «"'<y« he could'not efcapc 

vpoM o, ct; • ^7 n'^^ m/""'!" ^f'"" * countrey-fellow ; to lav hanJ« 
^•Hpa.c, tu diawc h.mto Court, to place him inthc Chayrc,tocloaihhim 

in 
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in purple and filt to gyrd him with a fword. fo<ite vwi;ra«ce in nanons ,tpf( 
imfi^ni in tbeftcfle.Mttto tyt their f^nj^s in femri, ^mi their nobteunm4n,cles \f,ron 
So» was there not among you a wife and praflical man , to whom thefc 
things might better agree > In very deed it feemes a ridiculous ihin- " 
that a thread-bare fellow fliould be aabmcd to gouerne Princes, tocommand " 
Bifliops,to difpofeof Kingdomesand Empire*. Shall fay, it is ridiculous or '" 
miraculous? certainly it is one of them. Thif was theaflonifliment which S " 
JBf;»4r</confeauedinthe bufincs, andagrcethno leflceoal the reft of whom* 
we haue hidicrto fpoken , or flial hecraftcr reckon , as rayfcd from Rclij; ious 
Humihiic to fo great Honour; for in al of them there is part of that miracle 
which S, Berndrd mentioned, 

i(J. Buttoreturneto£«^fm«f, wcmiygiic/rehowvertuous he was, and 
how much he loued Religion , by that which wc find written of hlmj to wit 
that vndcr thcfplendour of his Pontifical attire , he wore his Monaftical weed* 
chatisawollcncarment next him, and his Hood, in which tifo he al waves 
llcpt, and his bed wasof ftraw only, though the bedftecd were guilt, and hunc 
with courtinsofpurple-filk ; by which meanes he outwardly carried the M.i- 
jcftie which bcfeemed his place in ihccyes of men , and inwardly in the eyes of 
God he neuerforfookehisReli;;iousHumilitie. After he had vifited France 
and among other things , giuen the Crofle to King Urou for the voyage into* 
the H'>hc Land, returning to l^owr,and beingreceaued with great ioy, he died 
inthc eighth ycarcof his Popedome, when ^»-/?4y?«i the Fourth fucceeded, ^«.y?./7.^ 
AbbotcfiheMonafter.cofy.f^./,^inthcDiocefcoff'fWM;andinoneyearc 4. 
in * ;P'^"'"^ ^ ^'''^'^ fatcno longer) hegaucgreatflgncsofvertucs and 
chiefly of iiberala.c towards the poore, rcleeuing them plentifully in a ^rcat 
dearth, which walled alinoftal Europe. 7 b *^ 

hundred fi^ucfoure.I/ewa.anEnglin).manborne,andasromeray Abbot of; 
ihcMonafterieof^. n^.fus in France, afterwards made Cardinal by l.un.us 
•he I ourth and Legate into Swedcland and Norway , great part of u hich 
Counircy he brought to the Faith and worfliip of Chrift.Beini; put in the 
CLayre and oflicc of 5. V«fr , for the time that he held it (which was hue 
)care^andcightmonethOhemaintayncdthedi-niticofiheApoftolical.Seaiii 
name 'hmg,; and par. icu!arlyi„ excommunicating Wiliam Kinc of SiciJie 
an depnuing him of his right to the Kingdome,yor fpoyling fomctowne; 
belonging to the Patrimonicofthe Church of Rome. 

t8. A good fpace after him, to wit in the yearc One thoufand two hundred 
mncuefoure ce/f„^^^^ 

^ Throne ofglorie. From a child he went into the i^ernes,and liuedthere ^' 
manicyeares; afterwards he founded a Religious Ord^r, which bein^fpred 

hur"T- "'^'r'r"^ 

«, his faiKftitie grew fo famoust hat w heras the Cardinals could not for two 
V ho c yeares agree vpon the eled.on ofa new Pope , they al gaue their voyces 
tot simn^thoughhewercahfent.^^^^ 
•ration was honoured with theconcourfc of more then two hundrcdihou- 

'»*"sconuetfaiion,andw.thmafliort rime began fo to loath the noyfe am! 

TT ^ fmoakc 
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fmoakcofCourt,andfotolong afccr ^'s wonted quiet /thiThT^Iiir^ 
ll.akcof that troublcfomc burthen andcaie, notwithft^ndintTh;.^ . ^* 
'N4/;/r. (whither he had ictuedhimfclf ; and King C/;-r/., wcrcmichr^a"^ 
& the people , u hcicfocuci ihcy met him , with lowd voice bcrcccherfV . 
would noc doc fo. Yet flue moneths were fcarcc at an end when he a« ' 
his charc'Ci diucrs bewayJinc theloflcof him, others admirinR To IrcLT' 
miht:c, and an example thcrof neuet heai d-of til that day. ^ "* 

29. In the number of thefc Popes the mtmorie oi^t'mdili the TivHAk • 
vciitrable. I Ic u as afTumed toihatcharqc in the ycare One ihoufan I 1 * 
hundred thiriic foui e,fiom the Ciftcician Order, hauin^ been Abbot ofa!'* 
noftene m France called .^Unt.\nul. Manie notable things are rccoumcd of 
Jim, both pubhclc and pimatejandinpaviicular, that he preferred noneofV 
kmdred t. an.e Ecdch.aical Ofllce, faying , that the iViucUok^e^^ 
\\h.rcby&-fot}nsman.cothervertues,hevvasfovvclbelouedofal,ibatd^^^^^^^^ 
ahc. hehad fate fcaucnycatcs. his funerals were honouiedwiihmanictS 
asjtisrctordcd oHiim. -nivicatcj, 

..Jf ,y;^;;'^"^"^"[^i^^"<^«<|rourr/««r«/the Sixt alayedpart ofthecomtnon 
p K . I k V. as a Monk ai«l Abbot of a monallcric called Ui^-Dtnn the Diocefc 
or . /f J m m;, a man of a gieat w it.and K«ac learning . & hauing been madeCar. 
d.nall.y Ins p.cdcceduur />»r.K/.u hen they can,ctuchoofcanothcrl>opc,hc 
ca(.Iycn,r,cd.tby thcconfemofaK and in his Popedome to his other nrafo 
.c . ddal /n-,.;u] ,r mun.h.encc and liberahticbefecnnng a Pope, thnt is^^ 
n.on/alKT.ndP.ftou.oalHecontractedtheycares^ 

hedyarestohu c.He held the Chayrctcnyearestuthe^reatcomcntmcmof 
ir.e v.Miolcnotlil. ^ 

<o.N.,t Ion.; af.c, ,to v.it.in tl,c )carc0..c..l,oun.n<l three lu.ndrecl fix.ictivo, 

.t« hel mAbbocofi.;/,^/,, „asairu,.,eJ.o,iK(>cr,,eof>l,eCi.«rch;,m,. 

1 .^.e ,».! ;c,nent of a n.en of r,ng„la, vct.ic , grea.c .u.agc, vnfpo.tcd lifr 

anJonetl.uanl)cah,,„ft|fvv!.olyto,l,ecom„,.M.^o<,d.Af:erl.el,..jr« 

*., I. yeaic? l,v ,hc f|,ec,al pro,«deuce of God padin^ by ,;.,/,„., her»..e vp 

;c ,.ho(h,ul,e felUa.nc Mon,,acri= , wlurc heluJ been Ld, inri.i a(Ica,blie 
.. ti.an.c Mo„..s , ,m,d. coraloitejio beholding tl.eni , and mud. .-.(rifted by 
I'Kjr I'l.iytrs. " ' 

^ I The fc arc .1 d;e Popes which haue been Monks,vnIcire perhaps fomc haue 

leaped HK ;u vnavvaresnow we wiJ Jooke intooiher Relieious to^ 

ar m 'n'Yr ;' ';° n °"''", 'I '"' ^"'^ ^^'^^^f . becaufethe Orders thcmfclucs 
arcmuJ, a^r.lns. W;;c/, his Order we find that three ofthemhauc been 

n ; , r u '• I '' r' V'" ''^'" '^^''^^'^^ ^^ »^^ ^''« fourth-, of whom we rcadc 

Z"' ^r""" ''r '"'^'''i''"'^ ^^''" Couernour of his whole Orc'er twcntie 

K u Mnd yunc on not to al the Monaderics therof . ir btinc at that timedif- 

^(cdn.am3r.ncrmiot,.^hthewholcworld,inthcConclauewhichwashfM 

rr ,xr he tnnesof .VuW.MheTh.rJ, 5.- .^i-»,.. the Second, in the yea.c One 

•' "3nd uvohu.uhcd and hHi.olcore,hy cofcnt of the Cardmals l«e wauho- 

.. I . rc.ar.dln-.nplWcn.,dycdbcf..r.hccouIdhaucnevvcstherof,prercrncd 

1 ■ V , ^' "■;^'^''7 ^^ ''i^^^ fi'^t uciL;h;ic Charge would haue drawnc vp< .1 

Jc',.'. \- !1 'i '^''"^''^'.^*; 'C Wo u nsdciigncd to that Charge, but i.cikm vn- 

ok It. the hift ot tlu. Oidcuhat was placed in it, was iimt/i/tlic H^l^ 

which 
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lirhichnamcof his,and that alfo which he had Morco^Vatu, l^rAm.hu. , 

is wel enough knowne by the Books which lie hath Icft^vritten Pntu.Tj """"" 

vponthisdignitic m the yeare One thoufand two hundred feaucnt'ic fix he 

prcfcmly gaue his mind to pacifyc the difcords, which liad fee al Italic on 

fire. Fur whcras the tlorenttm had been long in armes again/l thofc ofVJ4 

and ihc/tnttUns againft the Ctftouefcs , hc'excommunicaicd al that wouhl 

nor piefentJy lay downe their armes ; and had doubtlellc brou-ht this and fai re 
greater things to pafle, if God had lent himlife.which iic enioyedbut fcaucn 
moneths. 

41. In the yearc One thoufand three hundred and three , T\tmd,^l tUc 
Elcucnth was chofen out of the fame Order , and liued m his ( hnrrc ''"* ^''^'^ 
much aboutthc fame length of time, to wit , eight moneths ; but fupply cd the "* 
UK.rtncs therof with his famous deeds. Forby theverdi<^ofal, heua i man 
of ivondcrful wifiomc and fan^itic ; and while he was General of his O, 
dcr ( hauing Uv^^ and laudably borne that office ) rcceauin^ letters in lul 
Monallcric of r<4rbotu from Pope IhmfMce the Eight, whcrin t'hc P. pc com 
mandcd him to admit of a Cardinal's Mat, he almo/t blottcd-out the Ictcis 

witn ills tcares, and yet could not but obey the commandment. In the tinicof 
his l>opcdnme , how manic profitable things did he ordaine , decree an i 
clld»lilh in a Ihort time , fpccially bcin-; to fuccced V>onif.ti.ms who ha.l a 
tuionlent time of it ; and t) cure the wounds . which Chrillianitic ha I 
/ Mincrly rcccaucd ? lie proicCted to i^aine Sytu and TaIcAojc out of the 
;)inJs of the B.ubaiians •, which Oicweth his zcale and couia t J}mc 
yet, m my mdecmcnt ; it was a ereatcr matter . th.u when hi, „, 'chti 
w'lK) was yet hum;'. , a p )oic an.! needle wo.mn , came to r{.,me to conl 
J..UU are h.m and prefoued hcrfelf before him in cofliie attire fuch as 
kicnds had abundantly furiiilhcd her with; hr taking no notice of her bur 
»s irjir; had been a ftrangcr , adcd, who tlu' Noble-woman wa, ? ai.d bc.n r 
^"Iwered, that it was his m .thcr : Hj ccitawly ( fayth he ) m I Unv «.v ,„■' 

At u Inch .vords (he bluli).ng went her wayes ; and returnini' not loni: after 
'^'l.crowncap|,airel,thc Pope roll-vp vnto her, acknowledged her f .r his 
n> ^tluT , and friendly cntcita;, tied her. Where ihal we find a more temperate 
m niortiWcd mm? or wlut greater tcfti.n,.nic can we require of the fam h'tic 

I'^^^.K- n)an, t!;cn hi:h hunnlitic. whu:h doubilcllehelearned n.^-where bnt in 
^clHion> .So that it is no wo„ !er, if lie wrought miracles after his death as 
'•'Cy unie of inm. ' 

l'"H.cyond 1.1m for tl.c biKmeflci.-, hid. palled. I.rouul, hi, |u„d, .„„1 ,|,' 

: 'f Who be....;! e.ca,e.l l'o|,e in .he yea.e One ,ho„f,„d f„.e h,„.,|,od 

• AorcandfiK, ,n .he fea..en yea.«. which he hue- c f..lly eo ... 

I "tf , li.ew,!.l aj;a.i>c to the .vorKI ihe vcri.ie^ of the ancient Pope' (lic-h 

- lU , ...uv J,rc,|.hnedoh reach , a. f.,.;;a:,.ic . i.n.ocencie of l.fe .l,„d\v „. 

i.Wt,on,.,„.l f„ch a, a,ep.op<r,o,!,ca, ITinees. a, n.nnifi.cncc. 

=(,""» Ihe T.i.ck,; en...n-.|e.^;.,.. wuh the Spanya.d. , a.,d the 

■' ■'" 4 Vc.v.i:.. 
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Venetians, and by thai mcanei defeating a great nauic which ihefelnfiadi 
had prepared. Thcfewcrc ihcvertues which got him an opinion of fm^ijp 
not only among Chriftians , but cucn among the enemies of God'iCliwcl.* 
And thefc be tiic ilucc Popcs.which hitherto hauc been afluracd tothaidignil 
licout of the Older of 5. Dminkhc 

44. The Order of ^. Vrdticit hath had one more. The firft was W«l4<tbe 
Fourih in tFic ycarc One ihoufand two hundred eightic eight; and liued fourt 
yearcs in ihc Charge, dcfcruing exceeding welotalChriftianitie by hiidili. 
gcdccandcaic in performing al things belonging to his Palloral fun^on. 
And among other things his carriagctowatds his kindred was niemotiblejfor 
he was woni tofavjthat hcowedthemno more then he owed anie goodnun 
whatfocuer. And being rid of this hoiifchold-bond, as I may calit, he witihe 
freer to attend to the common pod ofthc Church, and was carefulinii.for 
he appcafcd manic contfoucrfies betwixt ChriftianPrinces,andbrougbiihMi 
into league one with an other, andiecouercd alfo by force feme Ciiiics be- 
longing to the Church, which had been vniulUyvfurpcd bv others. An<jy« 
how vnvviliinghcwastobcinhonour.hclhcwed long before, by thaiwbich 
he did when he was made Cardinal by Gne^orie the Tenth. For hauing reccaucd 
nc wcs of it by letters in France, he wrote againc to the Pope as cfFc^ually 11 
he could, bcfceciiing him to excufehim; and in the meanc time, til anew 
command came, he would not alter anicthiiig concerning himfelf. And it it 
ni jreoucr reported of him, that he was wont to fay , he had rather be cookeof 
a MonaiUrir, then Cardinal. 
, 4S. Mexdndtr the Fift followed not long after in the yearc One dioufand 

M'xxn.tY ^1^^^^ hundred and nine , though the honour abided not long in him, to wir, 

' fometen moncths,yetin foih'ort a time he gaue manic denwnftrationsofa 

dcuoutand noble mind. For he depriucd Uttifldm ofhis Kingdome, a power- 
ful King, and a great enemie to Ecclefiaftical libcrtic. He was foliberaftoi 
wards the pooic, not only during his Popedomc, but in al his former life,thtl 
ii is recorded that he was wont to fay iti icaft of himfelf, that he wu a rich 
Billiop, a pooie Cardinal, and a beggar when he was Pope. 

'^iXM.i J. ^6. stxtui the Fourth was of tiic fame Order, placed in thcChayrc,inthc 
yrarcOnc ihoufand foure hundred feauentic and one, and fate thirteen yea* 
res; a man rare for al that bclon;;s to wir, or learning, or prudence in handling 
ofbulincflcs.Ucftiewedhiszeale.both in the warres which hemadeforde. 
fence of the Dominions of the Church, and in fctting-forth anauie againftihe 
Turcks. 

47. Tnc fourth that out of the Order of J. T ranch hath been exalted lo 

'V,rh. y. iIiisdigniiie,is^«/<»if^.hcthatholdeth thcllerne at the tin»e that wearevvn- 
tingillisi of vvhofc life and anions we wil fay nothiug for the prefent, Icalt 
we may ^cemc to flatter him ; fjccially feing no toung can fo wel exprcljeinii 
>v hIcU is in him, as bis ownc liuclie prcfcncc. He was charged with the mo- 
ral care in the yearc One thoufand Hue hundred eightiefiuei and this » ^ 
fourth veare that he holdeih it. 

.]8. M\M thcfe, there be two other Popes of two other Orders. tdwit. 

n»l'n,m 4 i:u;^rn,u, the Rmrih, and 1^4«/ the Fourth. /-wiwiKi was of the Monaftct»«<>' 
^(^^r^<rnn^/^4inf/f/»icf,of that Older which 5. Unmcf iMfif»ff» ^^^^ 
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^^rthTrcIf-famc time , and famous for al kind ofveitue, did much illuftratc. 
He liued in the Paftoial charge ncetc vpon fixtcen ycares , hauing been 
niomoted therunto in the yeaic One ihouraiid" foure liundrcd thirtic <uic. 
of whom al Writers ;igiee,il)at he was diligent in the warres he waged for 
the Cliurch , gi.iuc and wife in peace, liberal towards people oi learning, 
patient in occalions of wrong done him , and j\ fpccial Patron of Religious 
people, granting them manic priuiledges and fianchifes, and alfo great rc- 
ucnnucs. But his maillcr-pcecc was the breaking of ti.e ncckoftheCouncel 
cf tf4//f, which began to make head againll the Pope's authoiitiejbut partly by 
couiage,partlyby his fnigular wifilomc & prudence.he difappointed their de- 
/jgnes, & called an other Councel full at l-efr4r4, and afterwards tranflatcd it 
to Vlotcnce , whither hhn VaUoIo^ih limperour of Greece came, and acknow- 
ledged the Pope of Rome tobcllcadot the Church.'P^nJ the Fourth was not ^•""'"'4. 
only a Religious man, but Founder ofa Religious Order of Regular Prices. 
For fiift giuing ouer his Biihoprickof ]'/;f4/f ,he bctookc himftlf to a pii- 
uate and folitaric lifci afterwards others, that had the like puipofcs and rc- 
folution , ioyning with him , he began a newcourfcof Religious difcipline, 
andprofeflcditpublickly in a great aflcmblicin S. Vtiu's Church in Rome, 
togcather with them of his Con)panie , in prcfcncc of the Clergie of that 
Church , at the Tombe of the Apollles , making the three Vowes which 
are common to al Religious people, in the yeare One thoufand fine hundred 
twenticeighr, vpon the day of the ExaUation of the Croflci and from thence 
U'C account the beginning of this Order , which fincc hath been very* much 
cncrcafed , and doth dayly fpreade itfelf more and more to the great benefit 
of the Religious themfelues , and al others, 1'4«/ himfelf, who was then cal- 
led \ohn Tcur Carafd , was not long after made Cardinal by Pope Vaul tlic 
Third, and created Pope in the yeare One thoufand fiuc hundred fiftjc fiucj 
and fate foure ycares. 

/|9. Thefe are the Popes, which we find vpon record taken out of Re- 
ligious Orders , whofe promotion doubtles is a great honour to that courfc 
(i" lilc , n»;t only by reafon of ihc greatnes of that digniiic , as I fayd be- 
fore , but much more for the vnfpeakable benefit, which the learning, and 
fan(ftitic-; and vvifdomc of fo manic rate men hath brought to the CJJurth 
of God in al Ages , and in al kind of bufinclTes, as we fee it hath. Wherefore 
though thcic were nothing els in Religion , this alone were fufticient to 
tonclude, that a Religious courfc of life hath dcferued very much of al Chri- 
ilians and Cluidcndome. 
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O/Tre/au that haue been taken out of Reltgious Ordtrs, 
CHAP. XXIX. 

a^H !? '^'^ S>'^ » which hath accrued to Religion by tlie «,. • i 

^IfTV '^^'^."-^^ -'^'^^-'^ benefit of Jchutt^^^^ 
. orRehg.ou, Orders, we may addc another degree of rSo^ 
nor farre .nfcr.our to the former . arifing from the likecS 
ot'Kr Prclats out of the fame Religious difciphne ton«r 1 
profit of Ch. (Laniciein al Ages. Wehauc fet divnethenu^r ^^^^^^^^ I 
names , and the order cf the fucccOIon of the Popes that haue been Rcjll 
but ,t .s .mpofCble to.doe che iikc in rehcarfing other P.elats bccau^^^ 
number ofthcn. .s without number , neither do we find al their nanl'^ 

wasab.uta undrcJycares/Ince)fourcfLeCard^^^^ 

extant. bCJes mamc others that were not knovvne. And I find thatti 

hironKAaduKrasthcrcn.cn were chofcn to this di.nitie.n 

vo.Klc. , chKucm.y truly a , they .iid not lu much rcccaue,asthcydidi(lJc 
^>nourcothcl^,no.,.•towl)iclHhcywcl•calImncd.Furtoom;tm3n,eo^l,c^. 
v.a. a n,.in u^.s C.^rJ.nal r.,y e.,./. , and • .;fM., and V. n.u.umun ,,cm. 

n..[cueshau.n.M;otfo great, cnownc as the world knower, both by their 
learned pcnncj and noble aaions. 

r dZlt'^;^^ '''^'" '" ^ '^^^'^"^r i"^J^^it prdetredtothcfcl 

d y '^ "T;"'' '?^""^^^ *' ''^•'^^'^•^•^j '^^ ^'^^•'^ fi"<^ of'^^ «-"«'^^'^ 0'- 

b i 'l T'f'^^t'^''^'^ ''^ namcth n-t al, butrathcr fc^. And Icafta 

c i I rl ' r '' "' ''. ^^^' ^'''^ ^'^•^'""' M^oiWun^ of rh.fctimcs, which 

c vc. . ^r'^Vr'" '''""' ^^'^^^^'^ ^'^^^^'^ ''^ ^^'<^^^- ^^'^ chrec-rcoreanJ 

aSv.c mL f'^°^ '''' Bcnedictins ? of wiio„,c alone Irukm'Ui 

tCl c .hT '''^': .'^•/''^^^^^J ^- thcnu.nbcr ..f aboue fine thoufanJ 
tl.ic a (In I '" ' '^ ^'^,i "^ ""'^ ''"*• "^•^'^" ^<^ fi"J ^l'•^"g^ coniiJcring 
-l.url'r., i^ "»" ''""T '^^ ^^^'"^^ ^^^-^ ^'^ venerable , that mhoyi were 
' ^ u.^ u -ciccliofcn only outofMonaflciics. Infoimichtliati«V//'»i 

ichiiri; 
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relating of manic Biihops , which had been clcettU out of tJie Coucnt , wnidv 
^./>i4»/A»founded,hcconcludeththus : / or ivtMt Cittie vt Chnrc!'rv4i tbtHy\vlmh 
(ftfirtdrtot a Bishop 9fS.Mjfi/n'i Al:,.^lu,,c ^ 

4. Throughout al Greece it \va, Co ncncral a cuftome, that to ihis vcric 
aay,notwiihnanding the .Schifmc in which ihcy liuc, they confecrateno Pa- 
iriarckor Bifliop that is not a Monck. (n other Countries it was aifo \ery fre- 
quent, folong as the Dignities of the Churth were not foambitioufly preten- 
ded, but caft vpon thofe, that \, ere farrc fronukfirin;.^ , and farthci from u il- 
Jingly ihrufting themfelucs vpon them, vpon thofe,! fay , that did rather in- 
deed rcfifl their promotion, and decline It as a hcauic burthen. Who can ex- 
prcfTcjhow bcncfiJal the light of thcfe men, placed vpon a candlcftick, was 
iiot only to the people whomc they had in charge , but to other both people 
& Paftours, that learned tog' uivneiiicir flock by their forme of goucrnmcnc 
and example? For where is iipi.fTiblc for men to Icarnc the .An if ^m ( as 
5.Cr<'£;o7>lliIeth tiiebufincs if goucrnin;; uf {oules ) more (xnclly then in 
Religion? For that which is now growne into a common Pioucib, is moll 
true, that Ko nun CdttprefiiAbly be otitr another, rUt ss not wtllttipjy yndrr ; 4H(U>Aib 
mi learned how to be fe. And doubtlcsthe hardncsofihc work rcquii in;, great 
forces, noplace is more apt to breed them, or by dayliepia<5lifcandexcrcifc 
to encreafc ihem, then Religion. 

5. Innocentliit) the Fourth vnderflood this point very welj and accordingly 
it is recorded of him, thuhcchofc fo often and fo manie Bidiopsout of Re- 
ligious Orders , and chiefly from among the Dominican s^thzi eueric bodie did 
wonder at him ; which ilu>ugh it were a great credit to the Order , yet moft 
of the Religious tookc it very hcnuily for diuers rcafons , and particularly 
becaufe ihcy found ihcmfchics bcrcaued of their principal and graucfl la- 
thers. Andihcruponthcii General /&/;« /Vr/fo laying open his ownc and his 
w h.de Orders a;4i;iieuancc to the Pope In this behalf; and earncfilybcfteching 
him that he wouM from thcnce-forvvard leaue the Religious of that Order in 
the huinilitlc, which they hadprofcllcdi the Pope made him anfwer in the 
v.'ords of our Sauiout : that the candlt it not to be hidden, but to be fei ia the nndji 
thjt It nhijfoiuc h^J>i to the whole houfe \ and that the Maifier londcmntd the Suudnt 
thjt h^d hidhiiiAlent. 

I . Morcoucr it isof no fmal moment tii.u thcfc kind of people ccmenot 
by ftfiilth into the liiccp-corc, />.,</ emu h^ lU doore\ that is , they hunt not alter 
tlicfc digniiics vpon ambitious dcfirc of honour or wealth, but being lawfully 
called , they obey the voice and conimandmcnt of God. So that bcinij 
ctiofen in this manner , anil bringin". with them the vertne , which is ne- 
cdlatk for tijc performance of fhciV charge , they muft needs be bcihfitin- 
ilnimcnisforgicat mattery and bring forih moft plentiful fiuit for ihcglorie 
f't G'hI by ihtir induArie. VV itnes ">. i,*;-\ , and his equal in time and bofome- 
frciHlS.O,Y;jcr/f N.i;^--w:;<'«.njih their atchicucments arevvcl knovvnc to the 
uciiJjS', Hj/,/', againit the heretical lioipcmnr l^altm', S. Orrfoit's aualnfhlTe 
^'rij'K^lhcMjcediniafii ^ the folioucr': of .4pd!ltnaTii, .-iful a'^nin/t lft/.>n thr 
>^/'«.'4/rianJonccheranl).,/..ulof'iisiirc, becaufe the fcditio'uspcc pic be^-an 
*o thr.>\v fh)ncs at him, u l.i.'c lit conltnntly i^'ood for God's caufe. 

;. v. hhn Oiry'bjiinit \sas not iiifciiour vnto tiiem in verrue and 
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conlbncic, both againft 04i/»4j an Arian Prince » and agju'nft thTF""^ 
tmUxtd , not ftickini; publickly in a Sermon, which he made to \P^ 
Z'n- other 11crodiA<, In a later A;c 5". lidftmim was not behind ineouraec^f ?^ 
fdf. ilone withftood the ftornir, which wicked ^'i^^'^TrafimtadhA 
againfttheCathohckv.cncoura.'ing the Faithful , and dantinghisado 7^^^ 
very much by hi? great Icarnin-^and fandtitiejind by the admirable clort"*' 
of his tongue, fo farrc that he was banniihcd into ^-r^m^ ; «„ p„,. i"*?" 
the great grief of al, he prophccied that he Ihould fliortly reiurnc- andf • 
hapncd. I-or7V4/?//W dying not loo- after, his fucccflb^^ 
the Church to the former peace. v^'wrca 

"u'ff,^ ^- ^"^ f° <^ome yet loNvcr , S. ./fnfelme Archbiniop of Cantcrbmltf f5 d 
out of the fame fchoolc of Reii ;ion ; and often flievvcd, how machh hJj 
pro itedtherin;but particularly in hisoppofition againft King llenritonJ. 
land , who dimdinghimfelf from Pope l^rbun, aoodinSchinncaMinfthim 
and commanded that no Appealeihould be made to Rome in al his Kinrdom/ 
i-.^<f ///If gathered a National Counccltodcliberate vpon this bufincj-and 
wheras al the BiOjops, and Abbots, and Pecrcs of the Realm« hcld-offor 
care of the Km; , he alone with two others only , whom he had wonncto 
himfclfhy hi^authoritic,ftoodforthcPope, and voluntarily went intabin. 
nilh ncnr, ratiicr tlicn he would yeald to vniuftice, 
.,, o.W'ilum a Monkof the Ciftercian Order may beranckcd wlih thcfcmat 
„. "Jcn.whomnothm;;couldcompcltovndeitakcihcBinioprick.fB.fr''ffbiit 
the comm vid of his Abbot, and of the Pope's Legate , both of them by flrrn 
Icrtrrs wiilln;: him not to withdraw himfclf from t'-at which wauluvvihf 
Cod. In that '!i^ni:ic he ncuer put-of his Reli-ious weed . he v.cmnc 
Hcih , nor icnirtcd anic thing of his former ob^cruanccs i but m 1:1; mi- 
u.rc vet tuc-; he aided thofe, which arcpropcr to them that hauc carc(ff!u- 
«s, ncucrc-ahn-ro feed his flock by publick Scrm ms, andpriuatcrrniicr- 
/ation, and n.ai^e picdKab'c decrees and bwes: he maiiirayncc! c.rtiniially 
V. ho.ctroupsofpoore feoplcat hisowne chirqes;hccnuiMgcr.uny»virhrtood 
the Kmg o\ h.t'ne tronch.n- vpon the Eccleliaflical liberties, nid flopped 
the tune of the llcrcticks th.u raged in O^'f^^z/f , fending diiim of his Cilhr. 
ci.m.Moi kuo preach among thcm,apl when tha: would m;t doc, cahctivi; 
an annic by confent of the Pope , and fowing a Cro/Ie Tpon his '.nrmcnr. 
»).!. c l.iinMf.n a manner commander of it; and thou-h he dvd before the 
armic marched, vet ihere is no doubt, but heaflifted much more from hcaucn 
towardstheviCtone,whichnot Ion;.: after the Catholickpartiewonneagainft 
the.r enemies^ A nd thus hauc f hefc Religious men and Saims brhaucd tlxm. 
iciucsmoppofitiona;;aiurt the cnemicsofGod.Whathauc they done In peace, 
an! calmer tunes, as inaficM more futablc for Religious people to trauel in, 
«nr:r endcauourseucr bending rather to peace and quiet ? And accordinglr 
^^ c iml that m thcqniet times of Chriftendome,thc viqilScic of fuch l>aftour» 
"3th l,con the mrrc rcmar kablc,attcding to feeJ their floe k bv cxample.wM 
3" -vork, To much the more gbrioufly and with greater efrea,by how much 
'norc I Irii latnous cndcauouis wcrceuer coupled with admirable contemptoF 
"; whiih vcrtuc dothm.'kc them more pliant to ihc feruiccof 
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i!ore vcadic to giuc credit vnto them. 
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10. DmfdCt^hofXt theyeareOnethoufand one hundred and fihic , bt^i nc ^ f .; 
thebloudRcyaliandnccrkinfman tothcEmpcrour 0//;o the Third, and fo * 
|iii;hly in his fauour , as tbc Emperour n as wont to cal him his i oii/r,cnfred mto 
the Order of5./<ci««4/</».r,and hailing done pcnnance a loiv^ tTnieinit, he wai 
moucd by inftinft ofGod to goc and preach the Ghofpel to'ihc Rjifitdtn -, w liich 
tiic Pope agreed vnto , and moreouer made him Archbilhop of t)iat Countrcy; 
noto itiiHanding which dignitie, he altered nothing from his former ligour of 
Abftincncc and hard cloathing; but riding on hors-back barefoot , the cold 
being extreme violent , when he lighted , his foot wasfrofen to the lliirop, Co 
that he could not pul it out, but that he had fome warmc water brought him to 
latheitin. Which poorefafliion of liuing brought-forth wonderlul fruit in 
ihort time. For coming to that Barbarous nation of the /^<//?/4»/,& beginning 
to preach the Faiih ofChriftto iheKing.at firfl the King made accountthac 
iiccametotel them fome ftrangc things .whereby toget hinjfclffi mcrelecfi 
bujhndinj;thathecon(Untlyiefufcd thcgrcat guifts with which he had cau- 
fcd him to beprefcnrcd,and moreouer fcing him paflc ihiough the fire without 
anic hu»t,hc nor only embraced the Ghofpchogeathcr with his whole King- 
din)e,butmakin;^hisfonnehishcyrc, he rcfolucdhjmfelf to become difcipie 
toi, /»ow</4ffi andhadefl'ededit, had not S. doMtface within a Ihort time alter 
been njoftbaibaroufly (laine by the King's brother-, which bapned wel fur 
hin), and accordini' to an ancient dclire which l;c had of fuflcrine Mirtyrdome 
tvrCliiill Which kind ol examples are frequent inddcr times \ and yet of 
later yeares alfothcre neucr hauc wanted inthehoufe of God the like biirning 
andlhioinglights, as .'tmiinv Hilhop oft'icfoli, about rhe\caicof C.'hrid One '1^^^"'" 
th'.ufanc! three humhctland /ixtcen ; who being aQ/'weZ/zwas put iut'^ilut ''"•"'"' 
1 I ikopaliliiniiic much againft his v\il, a; heeuiden'Iy flievve:!; brcnufcprc- 
Icntl) vponil.cfiill not lie that he heard that fuch a tinng was in hand in;^, he 
liidh;mftlfinaM(M)allcrieofthcrrfr//«j//«5,tii in an allemblieof thcCiancuic, 
that had chofen him , he was by God's permiflion difcoucred by the f\ c ch of 
anir.fant', andat ihefelf-fame inflant a chii<l in a w hite garment appiarcilio 
liimalfo, biddin;', himnotrcfift any bn^erthc wil of God .which svas the c- 
(alion of his making Bifliop, and tellinc;him, there was an Angel app.sin e*l 
luu) for hisGuardian, to direct Idmin the peiformar.cc ( f God s pleafmc 1 1-.- 
being therefore foetiidently chofen, not byuKp^but by God, we may ealily 
ima^injhow hecarriedhimfelfin his raftcir.ilfuntftinn. Among oibei thin; <t 
it IS recorded of him,ihat he was folomng and liberal towards the |-»ootc, that 
he had al their names wiittendowne in a paper, ^'couldnd behold them with- 
out teares, Hiswifdomcwas fuch. asbchdes the Decrees, which he made in 
hisowne Dioccs, he appeafetl with great dexteriiicadomcltical diffentiMn 
ivhichwasrifen in Bi//o^M.«,bcingfeot thitiicrto thatpurpofc by l^rhdn thefifr, 
rcconcilingboth parties, and prcucntin;.', inhnit danger , which was coming 
vpon rhatcittie. Finally much more is recorded of this man's verfuc and fanc'ii- 
tic,uhcrof wchauc teftirn'Miic nv u'.hin the miracles , which he wrought, 
and in that hcisCanonized for aSainr. 

1'. Whatlhal we fiy of faureniiu^ lu(}ini<ii»uf \ who hauinglead aRellgiou"; ^'urfnum 
h*cfoi thiriieyearcstogcnther, ^at lafl being charged by Itittmm the lonrfh '•♦/'""■•*'" 
vvitha Paftoraifundtion , vfcd il meancs and al cntrcatie , and made vfc of al 
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hisfticnds w decline it i and when iKcdulddoenotnore, he idmitteJ F 
and handlcdi: fo.thatto al mens thinking nothing could be added tohiiwf 
dome in gouerning, hiszcalc of God's honour, his fcrtiiudc in wiihftmd' 
great men,and his care of the poore , towards whome he was rather Kcoun"'d 
profufe. Infomuch that they write of him that bith the pcoj^le of hisDiocef 
«nd ftrani;ers fiom foirainplaccs.hadrccourrc vntohinias to an AiwclfeM 
from heaucn ; and that as often as he went abroad , people thronged after bim 
to behold him. 

12. ^../Zwromwrwashisequalintimcandveitue, compelled to takevpon 
him the Chaircofi/pKWffbv the fame /iV^rw/wj , and flicwcd no IcfTc pieije and 
skii In ^oucrning , then he hath fticwed learning and erudition in i)is wriittn 

Bookc9.lt is wiiitenofhim,that he nuicIneformcdthcClcrcic of ihatChurcli 
and vifitcd al his Dioces himfclf i.i pcrfon , and i n time of the lickncs like* 
^'ood Ditp- heard , did not rcfufc togoe to the infected as tlicy lay raging !» 
thcii- difcafc , to ccnifort and rcfrcdi them j leading about wiih him a M 
InaJcnwith ph\fick, to minifter vnto them j finally that he was foprofufe 
tO'.vaiJs the po «rc, ihat hauini; but three loaucs of bread in his houfe , hcgaut 
thcintothcpoorc, though not without hjl gayncsand recompencc ;' for \k 
fclnauic binnc, that wascmptic before, wasprcfcntty found ful of bread and 
that vciy u hite. \V eliial not need to fay anic tiling of his wifedomcibccaul* 
>\ hen hir w as but yet a piiuaie man , he was as it wcrcan Oracle in al doubiful 
<]ueftions,ai home and abroad \ infomuch that cucn then he was commonly 
kuoAne by the uz\\\toi ^ntonme tht ComftlUur, Gicat was alfo ihc fcruour 

■ andconlhncic, wherewith hcmorcthcn onccdefended the liberties of ihc 
Church againft thofc that were in hjghcil authoritie. In which hu/inf$hc 
once anfwercd one that threatncd him gricuouHy , that he did not fcarchim, 
bccaufc he had lltl a corner, whcrunto he Hiould norvnvvillingJy retire himfclf; 
an J withal flic wed him the key of his Cclle , which he kept of his Monaft<rir, 
jMiiing to yndcrnandbcfidcsjlrorn whence he had rcccaucd fo much courage, 
i?.Maniciikc examples wc might lay togcathcr not only out of i/4/Y,from 
.\ hence the foinjci are taken, but I'lom pcojlc beyond the Seas, and beyond 
iljc^/'M, lunor.gwhome Religion didai.cicntly wonderfully flomini,bu{ 
iiccauf-: our intent is not hccr to u rite a I liltcric cf thcfe things, wc wiicotcnt 

. onikiiu!; wit'j nnc.V. D«;///4w, uh",about the ycarcOne thoufandfic iwcntie, 
bcin;; Al bo: or Oiuilniburif, wa'i made Auhbiihop of (Wwm/^wrle i in which 
di-nifici: IS iiHrcdiblc how nob!y,andhrw beneficially to his fli)ckhccarfi«l 
hiaifclf. VVchi.din particular, ih.it he was wont to rebuke the two KingJ, 
*."'tllhn and /./n^r^ his fucctHour , with (uch fi ecdomc and c( nfiocncc, that 
he was twite b.nitnihcd for that caufc, .indyct called back a;jinc, andvfed 

l\v the (clffanic Kinjj;s in publick luhncllcs <f ureat wci,»ht*; Aich wa$tlif 

* pifiion which (hcv had of his wifcdome. He v\ as rare alio lor hh guift anJ 

•.riKmi„picac|.ingthcVVordofGod,andoncArccnnond3y,aslK\vas8t 

M'rayc«s,picparingf(ira.Scr.non,3n infinit numbcrofAngcIs cladinwlme 

ticfcntc.it: c.iifclucsvntt) him, and toM him, that they came tocarrichim t^ 

y< aiitr, If I), t ,, ithlbndinghc >\ ere icadie. He anlwer'ed them,ihat for his patf 
•■? u .,s rca.hc , lut yet it Would gucuc hi.n , if vpon Co U\A\ a Day the people 

i'vu..] bcfju.tuteJofihcfoodofthcVVordofGod. Andihc Augohiaking 

till 
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fcisexcufc , appointed the next day to come for hiui i whcrin lie departed wiiii 
CKctfliue ioy. 

14. In thefc our dayes we hauc hadoccadon to behold the like vcrtucin 
diuers Prelati» and particularly in M/mn SMrmJema Frinafcan-Friai j wlio -*/-«;» 
haulnglong laboured withabundant fruit, in thcProuinccofMrx/coin the ^*^'"«'>i 
Wcft-Indicj, was at laft prefented with the Biihoprick ofihat place j but ftood 
c..nlUntintherefuralofit,tilcommandcd by his Stipcriour in vertucofholic 
Okdicncc he accepted it. And hauitig vndcrtakcn it , he altered not his hum . 
bic and auQcre manner of life ; but wore the Habit he d id before , and trauelled 

about alhis Dioces alwaics on foot, with oneofhisFriarsforhisCompanion; 
and ii.-ally dyed in the performance cf his fundion . hauin.; fpentthrcc whole 

dayes one after an i.ther in njinlftringthc Sacrament of Colifiimation. 

j^ Which examples, in my opinion, doc make it much clearer then anic 
rcafon or proofcbyar;',umcntcaadoe,thacRcligioH$ Orders haueinal times 
been, as ic were , a Scminaric or Nurfcii; of Prclats ; and of Prclatsihat hauc 
been exceeding beneficial boil) to their ownccharge by their vvorthie labours 
and to others by the' ; example of Ufc. * 

Of ihcffiiit^ ^vlmh Religious people haue brought-forth 
in the Church of God, 

CHAP. XXX. 

ft^^X^^ ^'^^^ the wifdomc of God had begun to lay t'le grounds of 
t^ V^V^/i ^'^*=^^'^^""f f'^cG^y-^'^'ais in s. /-Mwof an.lhis dc.jcn i'niX 
r «M^S/i?l ^'°'"P'^'^^"'' » ="*^ t'»^ «»cw offpring was vpon thcp. ynt of 
^^tm^lM ^*^'"^ brought forth , it was reprefcnted in a Vifion to J'ouc 
W'f^h^lja, '""""'" ^^^'■'' this manner. He conccaued that he Taw the 
*^' ^ Churchof 5". /oArt£4rfr4u ( where at that time the P.^chad 
hisPallace ) gaping at the foimdaiion , and readic to fal ianJ that a po. r- 
beL',garlie fellow came running towards it and held it vp with his IIkhiMcfs! 
When not long after S. i'>4»fn with his little Cnmpanic prefented himlt if be- 
fore him.dcmandin;^ approbation of his Rule ; the Pope beholdini; hin) . utcn- 
j»ucly,andwcighini^his Rule with good aduicc .rnadc no qui di' n Uit ihic 
hc\vasthcpooreman,ihatwas llicwed hu.i in the Vi/ionabouc UKnticMudi 
and thceucntproued it true. For not only that Age , whcrin ihii Ordci rpujo.r 
•p, was wonderfully enlightncd and holpcn by it, but it hath euerlhcn^r I, „c<i 
Jnd vphcld the Church of God thefc i7<5. ycarcs,which it h.ith continued hhcc 
'licfirft beginning of it. 

^ i. Which commendation, .IS vndoubtcdiy it bcIoni»cth not falHv andidly 
;»tl>y the true and folidc tcnimonicof iliat hcauenlic Vilion r-thc Oidcrof 
'•/•^•"lOf i fo.in my opinion , it may as truly bcgiucntoihcOrder cf V. Ho- 
wm,(^,\vhichhath laboured in the fame caufc with nolcllcindulliie, and iii 
■•■kc manner to al other Orders, whichour Lord i^om timet., time \mU(„n 
'f^'''Voi{mtn4tiiiM<rsh9Mrc^iH(o hts /wytd. Ancf if it may be faydofeucric 
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one of them feudally , that they hiuc been fo bcnf ficialfor the defence , and 
cultiu3tini;,ar.dnjaint.uningofthcdigniticofthc Church ; how much mort 
tiuly may wc fay itiialof the toi;cathcr> So that wc muft needs concludf,ih« 
the piofit and fruit, which Rclii^ious Oidcrs hauc wrought in the woildfince 
ihcy were founded , is vnfpcakablc. For fctting al other thingj afide , their 
piaycrs only & hidden dcfcrtsinthcrightofGodjCertainly arc very powctfuj 
to reconcile him to mankind. Vpon which ground S. Bernard faith , rt<, 
t'l^Aitirchincd ff pray for tht bod/eof thcClmrchJ'or the h-wg^ and fortht dttf, 
aiul S. Gic-oric Nazianzcnc , that their ttarcs *te the deluge ofpnnti fhtxtnU'l 
fj.iifuthcn ] Aud f*r^ing \ and Eufcbius , as ben^ coufccrated to God is U ,f 
M w.wJ'jnd. V, ho therefore can imagine , from how manic mifchicfs , ani 
vvkic li i fa Iters , the world hith bceu freed by thoir intetctfllon, vvHicIk- 
ntrit'i their prayers hauc obtained? how oficn our Lord hath been appcafcdno: 
only at their humlrlc fuitjbutatthe verie fight ofihcir good deeds? Buttofaj 
no in.ucofilic account which God makes of thcin, and obihai which isonly 
kiKuvneto iiinijct vs goc forward in tiic confilcrationwh chwe hauc pro- 
p fc.'^. i.ccrniji al<>f[hcin, and \vcii;li the fruit which in ai Aj;cs they hau: 
1)1 U''/.t~for:h£»vo fcucial wajcs; full by example, ihcnalfo byihcirhboii[ 
auvl Muiult:ic. 

5. As for matter of Example , ic cannot be dcnycd. but that forthcnrnd 
{Mit.uir lan clicalvcrtucshadbccn hidden in darkncs but for the light whicb 
, Rcli ion hath ^iucn them j firft piaf^ilit^g them , and by their vcrie prit'dlc 
picrcmingihcmto the view ofal men, as it were, in a publick Tiicatrc tote 
bcVicKI uf al. S ) that their modefiic , humilitic, picric, 6c dcuotion, hat!i 
been al'.v ayes a leading dire(5tion for al kind of people to follow ; and wc may 
iulHy coiiccauc,that this was the rcafon why they arc tcarnicd by S. loho 
Chryfolfomc, //^eO^/^^j of the world. For bythc n the world hath learned, hoiv 
God is to be fcrued , with what reucrcncc , with what fcavc he is to be adored 
inthcChuichcsandinthcSacramcntSjV.iih what diligence & attention wc 
ought to pray vnto him , liovv patient wc ought to be in a^iiur/itic, howcna- 
ritablctouarvlsomncigijbourJinallv there is no Chriftian vertuf,whcrofth<j 
iiauc not Icit manifoldcxamples in the world. 

j.Yca thoii;^!) al this were not , their vcric forfaking ofal things tocmbrJff 
:iKCrr>(]cofCl iill,vvheras manic of ihcm were noby and richly borne, tid 
in the j)iiMic of chcirdaycs, mull nerds bcof great forceto induce mcntocon- 
tcninc the riches and honours of the world ; and fowc find it hath been i^iw 
tlioiigh few hauethc (bcngth andcnmagcof mind vttcrly to abandon tntic 
things, yet by that which ihcy rcethefc men dec before theircycs, they l«rnc 
to hHicthcfeearthlict ingslellc.or arlcaftvvil vnderiUnd that ihcydcfcruc 
n t to be loued.U'hat fl).il wc fay more > their verica fpcA is a fccrctexhortaticn 
to vcrtiie , & rcprchenllonof \ ice ; w hich maniedayly experience tobeiriie.K 
S/'ryfn'lotm doth plainly tcllifyc^cxhortiog the people in two feucralScrmons 
I f-en to vifit Rcli Jous hoiiics for tiiis vci'ie rcafon , bccaufc they cannot N 
cjr.i-. ("..nu- benefit home from them. For theic , faith It ^ al things arcvoydol 
tf'i. laiinn^tKefromaldifquict & dinurbancc, thcyaicmoft quiet haucn*' 
a Kh!icdwel'tr5ofthcm arc like fo manic fires ,f>iining from high place*, »"«' 
giuin^Ji^hucthcmihatct me nccrcthcuiiandliauing taken vp their wt'» 
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thchauen,lheyinuite others to the fame trancjuiliitic , and fuHcr nouhofc, ,, 
thathauctheircycs vpon them, to runnc hazaid of Hiip-wrack, or to be in ,, 
darkncs,iftl>cy behold thcfu.G* cthcrcforcto thcremeu,.conucrfcwiihihcn>; ,, 
coc, I fay , ca^i your felucs at their holie feet , for it is farre more honourable to „ 
killc their feet then the head of other men. For, I pray you» if fimc apprehend „ 
the feet of certain I mages, only bccaufc they rcpiclcnt the King ^Ihalt nc tthou „ 
bciiifafctic if ihourmbraccll him iliat hath Chrill within him ? Their feet „ 
therefore arc holic ,ihoui;h oihciwifc they fccmc abic<irt and contemptible, ^, 
Thus Ijicakcth S\ hhn Chyf4h>ne, 

5. Deferuedly therefore may wc apply to Religious people, that which was 
fpokciuothe honour of the Apodlcs.and is common to them that Icadc an 
i\pollolicallifc: VjMrfyf r/t hs^hioj tbcw^rld .yjuaic ti'C fAt tf t's turth-.thc one ''^'""" ■'' 
belonging tocxamplcoflifc, of which wc hauc fpokcn, the other belonging 

to rhcii induftric,of which \s care now to fpcakci which is fiirc greater alio 
thciKxamplciifclf, to wit, not only toprcfciuc the bthauiour ot men from 
corruption ( as it wcic ) by caliing fait vpon ihcm , but which is beyond the 
natufcof fait, to rcllote them u hen they hauc been corrupted •, wiiich Rcli- Rcli j-ns 
giouspcopic pcrformc , when they rcclaimcthofc that arc gone alb ay , raifc )|^""'''*; ''^ 
thofc (hat are fallen , inlhud the ignorant , affill with their counfel , Icatning, jj[.^,*J\y. 
anJal manner of i.idulhic, them that arc in temptation and difficulties. Wc ^arils the 
Ibl not need toprouc thcfc things by authoritic of the holie Fathers, or by iaUi.ition 
that which others h.ni;: left recorded iforwcfcc itdayly before our eyes, and ofotlic:5, 
find in our (la\lieprattirc,'hat it is fo. It is apparent tocueriebodic,hovv much 
Kcli.;iouvsOr Jcrs doe fuithcr the faluation of mankind by hcaringCofcfllon<;, 
bypuniici. Scimons , by piiuatc rcprehcnfion of vice , by taking away ( as 
much aslycth in tlicin ) the occadons of finnc, by appealing dillcntion and 
difcord, finaliy rclccuing al foits of people , inftru(fting and teaching them 
hiw to hthauc ihcmfclucs againlt the Diuel , againll their ownc infirmities, 
aj^aiiid thealluicments of the world; al which bulinellirs Religious people 
hjucinamanner fo ingrulfcd, that lev bcfiJcsthcm, fluicin ihcm i and cuen 
ihofe lew arc oltimc: lliricd- vp by il.cir example, and by a holic emulation of 
Jlitm. 

6. And though thcfc things be in ihcmfclucs great, yet bccaufc they arc 
dayjic,thcy arcnoteflcemcd-, and people perhaps think but lliL;ht!y of them, 
ajthcfalhimis.Thc warrc wiiich uc hauc with the enemies of God's Chutch, Ucli-iuii* 
andwithHercticks, is of more reckoning i and Religious men are they, that ""^" "!'- 
bearc the grcatcA part of that burden alfo , oppofing thcnifcJues as acoun- r^*^^''^'"' 
tcifcar^e and bulwark againll thefurie of them , in ihcii Difputations, and a-aiiid he- 
Scrmnns, and writtcnlJooket; in priuatc and publick mcetiniis. Finally that rctick.',; 
uhicn is im ft glorious and of greatelt weight , is the good wliich they i)auc 

doi.c , not in particular men , but in whole Prouinccs and Kingdomes, 
bringing them vndcr the yoak and obedience of the Faith of C h r i s t. Aiulcoti. 
How often hauc they fprcad ihc light of the Ghofpel , where it was neucr ncrt Na- 
fcf n before, and reft ( red it where it hath been obfcurcd ? How n)anic tin)es ''v'l- 
hath Fait 11 and Religion goi.c to decay in nianie places , and thcy hauc fit ic 
vpa^auic: Ceitainlytl-.cirxcale in this kind hath been fo eminent , that who- 
Ivciicifhal^iuchimrcf to itadt iiilloiics, audobftruc ihc Oianncr howtho 
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Faith of Cfirlll liacli been brought intocuciie Countrey fincethcAnoftl T 
tiiofc Apoftolical times » uil A arcc fiiulc a man named in the burtnes that*! h 
not been RcligivHis. It uil be too tcJious to rchcarfc them al iyctfoml' 
uiItouchvpon,r« I example fikc. ^* 

;.Firihhercrorc\vc(indcihat S. njmi>im , he th.u abouttfieycare F' 
hundred and thirtie conucrtcd al //4/i,f from Idolatricto the Faith of ChriH*^ 
was from his childhood a M(,nk , and afterwards Arcl.bifhop of /</.««„ 

P. About the fjmc time, to wit.in thcycare Fiue hundred and fourticW.,',- 
a M<nik icduccd ihc Svvedcr-s from i!ic Aiiaa hcrefie. his a knowncihjnp 
how Fii-land by 9. Ju^udm'i inftni<ftion (wJiom S Grti^orie Can ihjthcr with 
fouicotlicrMonks)wasconuciicd to God togcather wirh Kingi:(/r//vf/ i 
the yearc Six hundred and three. And in Six hundred ivvciitic two , Umlm 
a Monk o( Uet^e brouglu thccounaey of Vaxandiia in the Lower Germanic 
to tlic Faith ofChiift •, and at the fame time Ki/m» a ScottiHiMonkwrou-lit 
the like in I-r4ncont4 , and theie dyed a Martyr. W»/M^ aUo a MonkV 
the monaAcric of Unpuc in England, and aftcrvvirds BI/]iopofr.>/^ , abcut 
the yearc Six Ijundicdfoiuc-rcorcand thrcc.as he was fayJing towards Rome 
wasby tcmpcftcaft vpon the coall of //.//^w^/ and VriT^Und,, and not torallc 
the winter without fruit, hebcgan toprearb the Ghofpcl, which til tlicnhaj 
i»ot been hcardofin tli^/fc countries. Andrtturning homc.andnot pfimittcd 
by wicked Kin;; /ij/rn/to remaine in his charge, he\vcntto the South Saxof, 
th't wercyetIondcb-,andlhevvedthcmihclight of Faith ; and withal con^ 
ucrtcd the whole Hand of Wr;;/;'. 

9 And that which W//r»Wf began in Vi\i\m^,\^i\Ubmd continued, a 
Mo'ik ofihcmonallcric of /^/yvofj in lingland, and was afterward created 
lJiiiiopof.vf.<f//nt/;f. At the fame time .Vu'i//;/,f,/brcd-vp in the famous Mo- 
naflciic ol l.'.nda^tytn ^ vJth cicutn others ( in mcmorieofthc nun»ber rhhc 
Apofllcs) went to the .Faxons , and is rccoidcd to haue inarii(Hcd aninnii- 
nurabJccompanie of the m in the Faiih( f (.hiift ; and w as afterwards ir.adc 
biihopofVVf*'^/.*, and did not ccircnotwllillandin!; totake grcai jiaincs. 

10. n.n'Idcwt .dfo is renowned in this kinclc, and to this I'ay dcfcrucdiy * 
• w(^!lhi;>i rj ;,s ihc Awolllc of(;ow4M»f. He was borne in Scotland, and led i 

ahohc l.lc along tliiiC in a MonaHerie , to uhich his parents had olicrcd 
bim from the time h.c was fiueytares old j and being fent by Pope Grtfttit 
ti>e Second into Ofriiunie , he conuertcd to the Faith t f Cinift I'lmunvs, 
I'lju , and //r//^ about the yearc One thouland two hundred and /ixtccniand 
that he might the better g( ucrne thofc whom he had inllrucied , he was hc- 
nourcdwiththcArchhilhoprickof Mf«/r^, thou^^b he receaucd yctmorclio. 
iiourbyihecrowneol Mattyrdonie. 

1 1, Wiithani and Lud^tf ^ out ( f the inonaftcric of S. W/illdnordin FranCf, 
wcntmto ridncotii4 a prouincc ofOertHjme^ about the yearc I:i,L;ht hundred, 
and begat manic children there to C hrid.and tlicmfclucs endured a great dcalc 
cHiaidnrsfoi his fake. 

•'■ i' 't U ng , to wit , Cuivc ten yearcs after , ^nfti^Arius \\ith thrtc 
ceo. anions . ut of tiic Monaftcric <f C^^by in the WalUns Countrey, 
pai.f.l t!,rau;..|i diucrs rrouinies preaching the Ghofpcl , in Dcnmaik, 
^n^u and , Sc- (land , and Grccncland, with incredible fnut. And tut d 
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the f«n»c Monafteric came Srepheri , who fucceded ^Hf^Mrim in ilic harucfl 
oiSwtJUnd , and palled afierwan's into ihc prouincc of Utlmfi^ltu , and 
brought it w holy out ofcrrour ii.tJ tlic way of irurh } and laftiyllayuc 
tyfonic wicked people there, utnttoeni^y thccrowne of Martyrdi>MK. 

ij. To vvhomc we may adoc .^llus Ab'.'Ot of /7^rMf,a Monaftciic which 
^vas built by i. M^'tuts in thc^xHtni jus of one //oxn Count , as wt- find rc« t^lluu 
corded i for he t okc miah payncsindilatingthc ChiillUn Faith iniliatpart 
oWrdfici vvhith is called O tkonn j .i i«ian fam^'us f. r his Eloquence , and San- 
6i'ic,.indtheglorieofMaityrdome. He liucd about thcycare Nine hundred 
and rcaueniic, 

14. What flial we fay of jid.dltrtus} wh) when be was Aichbi/liop of ^j,/^,^. 
cf I'ri^'r, comingto/;o«<f,liiieda long time a Rcii.ious life in tlic MonaOeric tut. 

of .U.MM.'-c^/Tino , about the yearc Nine hundred and fourc-fcorc •, and then to- 
gcjthcr with his brother C/4Mfi/« /;//!♦ J a Monkalfoof S..>/^/rv/«j in Rome , went 
into Uunediie to preach the Faith of < in iU i w here he met with King Gti/j,tbi\c 
had notice of his coinin;^ before from God ; and being enicriayncd honourably 
lyliini,hcconvieriedalihat fierce and baibarous people to the obedience of 
ol oui Sauiour \ and from thence g^^ing higher into 3'4»w4//.i, preached the 
Giiofptlio the l{iifii4fis f I.iti44nuns , Ahliotniti , Vm/^iani , and chiefly to the 
re/4f<;(,anJ their King /{o/f/Zjiu. Finally in'P>«/?/4beingby the wicked mi(be- 
leeucrs bound toailakc,and (hick wiihfcaucn darts, while he ftood gafping, 
licgaue God thanks , that he had at lift youchfafed him that fauour to dye 
for liisf.kc , which he had lv)ngdcliied. 

15. /Wjoalfofonneto l.vfariui Duke oCSaxonif, after he had leadaMona- Btuno^ 
flical life in the MonaHcric of S.Mtsms in Rome, was fent by lohn the Ninc- 
itenthio the /(r</»'/4«i about thcyc.irc One ihoufand twcntic fiuc,and reduced 
manic ofthat Countrey to the way of Saluation ; and to the c\u\ he might not 

want his reward for his feruice in iharcaufe, he was crowned with Martyr- 
dome. And about the fame time ii(»«i/afr Difciplcto 3\ /</>««.,/ Ji/;,irauclling into 
tl'.cr.iincCounticy /(«)?/.«, conucrtcd the King & the whole Kingdomc,(auing 
the Kind's brother, by whom being barbaroully (laync, he watered with his 
tljudthcVinyard which he had planted. 

\C. \\\ the ytaie One thoufand and hfiic, Uumbtu^^ ncnedia'n Monk,bcing UnmlntifK 
^mlc-^m- i\oi\n\]cVo\K to (oriflAnnnffle , toconuincc the Grecians of their 
Schifniatical criours , appointing a day of meeting with HuefAs , confounded 
Inn In Difputation before the EmpcrourCo;>/?4niiw jand fcrccd him to burno 
tlic Bjoke,which he had written. 

17. O.'ho in like manner a. Monk of ihe Monaftcrle of Wabur^ acitiiein Othor 
Cfj'/M^V , hcingjin ihe yearc One thoufand one hundred twcniic (iiic , fent by 
f'MwJthc Second into V^werdnu^ conucrtcd Piince WldtcjUus and hisfol- 
lov\crs.andtrauellingalthecoa(lof/Jf«^w..i^,&:thec6finesofPo/.tf7^/,wrought 
ircatconueifions, and vidtcd alfo manic Citties of 54««/r with great fruit. 

'^'.Nor vnlikct ) him was ;^/u//w/o,whonot long after uoing out of Fiance «• ,■ 
totheWanlals with fcnirc Companions ,. took incredible pay ncs lorthirtie '"""^* 
yraics to'.;cathcrinal that eountiev, inltiu<fiing innumerable people in the 
Law of Chrift . and founded ni.inic fjuLHis .VlonaUt 1 ics 1 here. 
i>^ And ofConutil'ioiis ol ihc like naturo vuought I y M..i.k';, wemi-:hc 
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a Idc much more j but for bicuitic fake , wc wll dcfccnd to the KeV • ^ 
Orders , which arc of later (landin- ; for lincc they hauc appealed '"^T 
Church of God, biifincllcsof this nature hauc for the mottpait pafTcdtj!" i 
their hands. * "^"rough 

20. The Dominicans hauc h.id m.inic occafions of doing God jjreat f * 
jn this kind ; and particularly about the ycare One thoufand two hu?I 
f«nirtie fcaiicn , wc find that diucrs of them were fcnt by Innocent'm the F f 
to the r*rt4Ytant , the chief amon^ them being ^fct\lnu4 , a holic n^'' 
though tor that time there came no other good of it , but that which tl 
rtlucsrca[)cd by the manic injuries and incommoditics which they fuffcrcd'"* 
that meafiirc , that it is a wonder , that cither their bodies , or their hartj - '" 
ahletocndurc it. Wherefore not manic yearcs after , they went m^it!!^ 

nbcr and with better fucccllc to the conucrfion of Nations • and irauel c ' 



manic countries , where the iiglit of the Gofpd had neuer been fccn u h 
fuch abundant fruit that it was not pofTiblc , as they write , to numhcr ihc 
foulesconucrtcdbythcmi fpecialjy in the Countrcy of Cum* : from ahirh 
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f M t h in (he Church ofGod , there bcin- whole Boorsc^trm'fuV of lulatbni 

eonccrninqit. 

2r (nti'crrancifcans.befiJcs other times,!,, thcyearc Oncihourandtivo 
J^undicd an,!rcaucntic',onc//,fra/,;./;«f hlcuins w .s fcnt ro i .vfUinmlt totrtatc 
areconcilutionot thcGrcck Church, he tl.at aftcnvar.K was chofcri IVic 
andcallec! V ro.'., the Fourth. And he had fog.o.l h.cccfk n, thcb.Wfncs l,c 
went for , th ,t licperfvvadcd the Hnrpcrour .m.f the C untrcv to fubnm then,- 
Uh•^yM'^^h^a^ u ai a ioyhil fight ) brouL;ht L nrtic Pccics I the C; imticy 
to kuic the l\)pe'i.foot , and to the Counccl , uhich was then allcniblcd at 
I ions. 

11. The Rcligiou<;of the fame Order hauc alfomorchcn onccrafrulto 
the yu>u,/.,M,|„il,nthcyeaic One ihoufand two hundred fourtic fine, fcnt 
by Innocent xh^ Fourth, at v. Inch lime manic bcin;- conucrted to the Ghofrcl, 
not long aftci there V. cot more of them into that Vinyard, andercacdihcrc 
xnanic Monaftciicsi and Chrinianiticdid much profperamnr^rhcin. 

2^ InthcyeareOncthourandthrcehundredfoiuticor.c''two."Minccf 
tl>c lame Order were fcnt Lcgats from /;fW.f/thcTcntIi,vvitho'hcrsVihcir 
Hrcthrcn with them, whoobtayning leaucofthc Empeiour cf the Connncy 
topicachiheFailhofChiifl, built againcmanie Churches ami Monanciicc, 
JO ihc great enlargement o\ the Seruice of God , and conucrHon cf manic 
louies. 

24. Morcouer no fmal number of them paffcd Into jtrwtnU in theycuc 
l>nethou(and three hundicd thirtie two.Tiie ci.iefc n.an among rhem was 
t;^"' .i.u S4Hr4M,a man very learned , and one that hath much bcncfined that 
<^oni»:rcv both bv his tc; ucnt preachin- cS: by trahHatinq manic of our b .of.cs 
•nt-ith.jt lin.'U3 c. An! about the fame time wefindc'that one VMA>^ na- 
ucl.cd ia :hc r ,uxv. <! n of the Mtdes , and oncGwr///; amonr» tlic Voji^r <. TI:c 
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formcc vviitcth in an epiftlc, which is yet extant, that the people iff he Coun- 
trcy tctnpted him at fir ft with diucrs prcfcnts, and offered him manic wiiicv, 
^vliichandmanicothcrallurcuKntshcconftantly rcfuhng, they fclto iniuric;, 
and rcprochcs.thc) twice ftoned hmi,and burnt his face, and the foales of his 
fcctCjuithfirei and yet he was fo fine from being dantcd therewith, ih.u he 
[icu« fo much as altered his Habit for ii, nor intermitted his preaching. ^^'''•' 

15. And ci' Gthtilii there is this m tabic thing recoidcd , that liuinc^ in 
I)j/.yoff,and finding himfclf dul in Icarnin:' the Atabick language, he refoiiicd 
to icturnc into I talic. But as he v\ as vpon the way , there met him a yong man, 
tliathauingfiftcdoutihc caufeofhis iourncy,baU him grc back againc,be- 
caufcGc-d would giue him tiic guift of that ton;.'.uc ; and from that hourc he 
fpakcitas pcrfcdtiy asil hehad been boine in the Countrcy. /-.:;„,; 

16. liofna a cittic of DUifnt/.i was alfo in thofe dayes conucrted from I Jcrc- 
ficby the tncanes of G.r.rJ General of that Order , as he had occnhon by 
chance to trauel that uayj and afterwards fetiding diucrs others thither, he 

uonncaHothccountrey thereabouts, it beinginfcdcd with the fame Hcrclic} 
aiul br juiiht it within the fould of Chrift. 

27. iJit^ncnsofV ///much abr-ut the fe!fsamctime,bcth to finmnc the ho- 
nour which cucrie one was forward to giue Inm, and through tlie burning 
•/calcof Soulcs,goticaucofhii Superiourto goepreach to tJic Infidels, uheic 
niacin ; his excuifions into diucrs countrcys towards the Mali and the .South, 
in f'caucntecn yearcs , w ich he fpcnt in that noble work , he is reported him- 
/(ifalonetoh.iuc baptized and inftru<f^cd twentiethoufand Soulcs. <r. .-;.;,. 

1'-. ' on the scare One ihoufand three liundred and fcaucntic , W'thim ^h^iu 
'mvbcii:;' '>nt t'.CMvf to preach the Ghofj-el of Chrill, carri il ih:ci:lcorc 
<;;iisFnars'Mthhim.And in Mungarie the King hauing lately brc nghtdiurri 
;Jioyningri\ •.nucs to his obedience , fcnt eight Fiancifcan-fiiais a::.-- li: 
ti'cm, ;vh.. ithi' thccompallcoffifticda)es,brough( two hundred t; ouCnd 
lohchcut .Chrilt.TheKingfcingthe happiefucccllc.wroicearncah u- ,l;(• 
^,cllcraloL^cil■C)r :cr tofcnd him two ihoufand cf his Fiiars, allmiiv him 
t cy Ihoulti 01 want employment. The letter which the General wrote l>ach 
i5urcxtant , \Jiciin 1 cdcuoutly and fcrucntly inuiteth his Rclij-ious to fo '''/• .^ 
wniifiii and glorious anentcrprifc. Andanv^n.; the refl we mtift not letp.iifc *"'"'"•" 
y 'ifa:> [Iran w^ who about the ycare One ih«.ufand foure hundred and fir ic '''' 
hrotjnjit tothcbofomcofthec hurch in one excurfion twcluc thoufatul In- 



fiiids, ami manic Schifm.uiksbcfidcs. 

i9. Wc might hcer fpcal^.c of much more that hath been done to the c.v- 
ccmuc benefit of the Church nth by Otiicr orders, and by this our IcalKS)- 
f'C'icofl E s V s, whicb in /M'ff and i>4iwf( where Cjtholick KclJgiondoth 
rfmaine incorrupt and f^ourifli ) lahourcth with that fruit u hich cucrie one 
'"tliandknowcth; and in France, Germanic, the I.ow-c unrrics , P<dand 
^'itiinalthcNorthcrn parts infected m')re or lefTc with Ifcrcfie , ci'nplovcth 
inclfinccnantly in ftrengthning Cat holic !< ^ ,inRruv.'>ing the ijjioran! , redu- 
cing or conuincing Hcrcticks , by preachin;,', teaching fchoolrs, priiiatf on- 
*ifnaiion,andbyalma'iner of hohfomc meancsand waycs. Ac wliich ' ovv 
j""-:ithel)incli^giicucd, he IntcK (hewed Cas by cerLiln Rcla-i mi wc ha-ic 
». '.rd } when being vrgcd by lixortihncs in apolfeflcd perfr)n, amcr.;^ ««th(r 
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tiiiiu;s lie profc(lcd,that he hated no kind of pcv'pic more then thclcfu't ^ 

50. Hui not CO be too long,vvc\\iliull.inte ilie mancr vvchauciiihand ' 

two onlycf ivvo feucial F.iniilies, by which it wil fufluitntiy appcareh*"' 

niiuh the wix IcOrdcis may haue benefitted the Chuah of God ftin« ^^ 

S.nirr,r.l '»'''''" an Older liath d^mc fo uiiuh^ood. S. ^V^;rrf^</is onc^and ihegoodvvhidh 
hchatli wrought in the Church ofGod.cannot indeed be valued. For in tl 

fcaif III Schirn)c,\vl)ich was raifcdai;aiiill Pope /«Moff«ahcSccoi!d,hcbeAirr'd 
hitnfclf fo diligently that wc may truly fay , l.c wasthc cauff and meanes at laft 

<M cxtim;uiihini; it. lor he alone br.iUght al /rjwcf to the Pope's obcdicncc-ifJ 
S n.)dul/:/?.w/^i, whcrcalthcBillu)psofiheRealmc,thcKing&allusI>cf,o, 
ucicpurpo/clyallcmblcd to that end, putting alihcir voices in him Hcrccnn 
cilcd King /f.wr.f of Hnglandalf) to the Pope . eucnagainfhhe mind and ciw 
Cicau ui o^althcliilhopsof ihcCountreyj and afterwards brought-inCNw/ 
tne. Then he went to ihc Councel of l'//4 , and was not only prcfcnt ar al tlic.V 
m-ciings and d •Iiber3ti..niin the wcigluici) art'airesof Chriacndcmc, bm dd 
inama.incrgouerncchem. al rctcrringrhcmfclucs to him. Againc,vvJKn[lic 
Chu;ch I 'i '«''/t.»"v wasmifcrablyt .rncbyfa.:ti()us|>eoplc,inVomuchtliatis 
dm. rs pljcc. the lawiul ni.hops were tl;rult out of tl.tir .Sea?, he (ftiried-v-i by 
f.r„.,, n? ''^cl'opc\N,intio,Uilii.p..ft/umf.)qMcnchcdalih.uHievvithhiscloqufncr 
;.,;,^„. aut;v)niic,aiul miracles. After this/;.,mb:ingoppiellcd with publicli calami! 
iKS.hc was cjjlcd thither by tiic often and carneit letters of the Pope and Car- 

din.il, and there confuted ^^;^r^ King of >i(:i//f in open difputation, and by hij 
c oiinh 1 & wjfdome fo wcakncd the pai tie i f the Antipopc Vtttr i«e,that bcin^ 
I'.rlakcnof al,he made a miurable end. Vt>er ^IbuyUniwa^ an Heictick (I 
pruudc of his learning and eloquence , that no man almoll could Ibtid aqaiiill 
iimi s./;f,«4,7/hr(hn apriuate meeting, thcnpublickly in the Councchfim 
p-j:linn t(i Ih.ime.Soonc aficr in t;ie Councel of /(/v;«o,hcfo palpably roiiincfd 
(i/^m^.n7l^am^n that W.IS alio famous, that hehimfelfpublicklytodcmiicd 
l.:s<iwnecrrour. He aloncconlhayncd Z/.^r/r (an other Apolbie to fl^eiow 
^ui lu-l inf c<fted (he Dioces i.f r.U./f u ith his wickednes, an I u 3s MlbhoiN 
nag to mica it more and n)or( ;but a: hi} he was intercepted and c\l ucrcd-vp 
n.tlu.m-siotheUilhop.WhatlhaUayofhisoiheiiourncysto.->;/'4.,toGm.i, 
ictneK.ng .{ / M'nr.al vWiich he vnJtrtook f.-r aflaircs of threat confcqucncc 
tothcCJu.Kh,nm!alot them with profpe.ousfuccclle? And inthcfciomuycs 
w iu, can number the cau'es u hie h were brought vnto him , or the cccoiufc 
I'l people, to :md fro. to h.s lodgu.g, pre/nng-in one vpon anoihcri-Neithcrcan 
n .^e m,.,gmcd,vvuh u hat bencht he preached to the people;what aninHnitcd. 
pinic he rcclaMnedfrouuhcir wicked life; how manic were rcco.Hilcdbv lis 
"'vanes|h.nvnni)icdiawneoi,t<>fthei,uvcsoftheDiuclbytheliiicfla.r.csof 
lJiu:ne|..uc,uhich he breathed whercfocutrhccame.ButwemayuiucaLiJCilc 
v.nir ^";\'-v..'ch IS recorded of uuu , that bthdes thofc that f'tfakit^titlu: 
v.mKsottnevvorld,betoukctlK,niihie»tootlKTReli(iiousOrc'fisJicnW 
IT^ 1 '7'',''; "''"i"-'"^'* l^"^ ^^••^"^!«^^< ^vith a gieat troup cf N..iicc5, 
an In n ' ■ ?"', ''>' '"' ''^vncperfwa/ions into ,hc nets of our Saiiiour. 

u! ' r ^ mu-.o.Jy rhcy were men eminent ei.hrr f<.r Diuinitie,o! Hti.m- 
itc.mt.rd.eirb.rch, among whomeuchnd lU.ne brother totheKi.^cf 

'- u,anu ouc //fr^rir.chhe bl.ud Royal. And fo ,„uch of i. Iitr^4r^f. 
J . i..to..,c.-, wi.oml luipjktoinhft vi'on,is5./7«tf.vcfihcOfdcJ 
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JS. D»mwt(ii whofe Jabours ha!ic extended fo farrc,that it is a wonder 
tint anic one man could goc fo much ground as he liath irauclled prca 
thing the Ghofpcl of Chrilh For firft in Spaine he went ouer al the Ki„r,I 
domes oi'/Jeniu, C4ial4unia, JtrAgon ,H4k*nt\ and felting afi IcG.r/uuand 
rim»j/,wl.ere for certain rcafons hecamcnot,he palfcd through al the rcfl of 
ihcPiouinces.andcucrietowncof them, and almort cucrievilfa'^c. Then co- 
ming int«^ the kingdomc ofOnied:^ fjjulphmif^ h, ame, Jlufo,,,. ,//<•. Honii4n<U V,c- 
umf,J''Uf>A'ifyOjfconifJirif4tiicJ-Un(/er<yan\ al i.««7,hcwcnt-vpinto lulif &r 

caincdosvncagaiticby/.ow6W/f,7>/fr/wo»',&ariM^,&althatcoaft,andfaylccl 
cothc Ibrxhut the /Wu///m.<Mf4». Sea; and being inuitedinto E't^Unt/Uy Kintj 
jUnntlm lctters,and an expreffc mellengcr and alhip to waitc vpon him.he vi~ 

(i:cdalth,ulland,and from thence went into Scfl//4W,and/>'f/4«r/,&reaed not 
only in theiicad-citties, but palfed.as Ifayd before, to eijcrie townc & Jitle vil- 
la.,c, follow ing the cxaplc of Chiill our Sauiour.VVho therefore butGod aloMc 
cannumbci the foules, which hcreclaimed fromtheir viciouscourfcs,&: frcm 
thcgatcs of hcl} how manic cuil cullomcsherootedout of whole cimcsand 
countries ; what light and knowlcdgcofheauenlicthingshc left behind him > 
U. VVc fi:ul recorded that heconuertedaboue fiucand twentic thouf.i.ui 
Ir.vcs.v.hich Sea . as in th.fc daycs it raigmd nmch, he laboured particularly 
\vmI> great zealctoextirpatciof the Saraccnshcc6ucrtcdcighrthoufand;5;.f 
Uiiiniansdebaiichcd.thattui'ned ouer anew leafe,abouea hundred thoufan-J. 
D'ltit IS more eahc to reckon-vp [he Cowntrcys and Prouinces,thcn tiie f. ulcs 
wliie h he brought into the way of SaluatiC.For they write of him that wlu rc- 
focucr hcrcthi<,f.,..r, there followed prefenily a general repent'anceof J.cir 
kmeroiicnces , ageneral reformation ofnianners; dicing, and blafphcminL' 
a;idperHirieando(hcrciin,es,yeaidlefp(,rt,sandtoyes,werefolaydaii,!ethj*t 
pplcdid think no more of anic fuch thing; and their contiition,dei,orioi, 
^ni m.u.cllic ^ya<. f > ;,jcat , not only while he was prefcnt , but fui fon.c time 
Eticr.tli.u It did Iccnieanew PrimiiiucChurch. 

nAVhcrcfore if Religion had had only ihcfe two fubitcls.that had l..bc>uicd 
i.thc rdoimat.on of the world, ,.nd deferiicd wcl of the Chinch, weie if not 
a uHic.ent commendation and gh.rievntoit But it hathhad vcrie manic, a^ 
^Juncn himfclf,of whom we leadc w( ndci ful things in tl.is kii.d. s\y/„r„ne 
•;V4./«4, S. Bfr«4»-t//wfory/fwj,bothofihemnotmuth,ornoihin"at al infc- 
nourto 9.r/Mcw, and others whom it were long to rehearfe. 

?4. And though thefe things doe turncmuch to the i;lori'e3nd renowne of 
Kc.igion,yct nothing is more worthie(^f;i.!miration and" prayfe . then t! ec« n- 
ueilionofthc New-found VVoi Id, which is wholy to be aitribtiied toRelf- 
j;'ous people. They were the fiill that carried thcGhofpel into thofcCoun- 
"fy$, they diuulged the Name of Ch:ill there where it wa . vnhnowne and 
«ciicr hcard-of before, and cealc not to this vcrie day to fprcad it rtilliiithcr 
|"dfurihcr. The full that vndcrto.kc this chan-.r', were tlic I raiuifcan- tI 
'""$ , who alfo helped not a lialc to the hiidiiig-oiit *>f tli.fc C iiu' ct' 
^'^ys , the names whcrof were not fo much .is knowjie bef re. I\.r '■' 
|j"cti Chr,ffo[,her Columbia firll treated with King Itrduutul of Spaine '" 
j'^'"ut that Voyage , and hail nt) gieat audience, in regard that the thing ,'h, 
•n:ncdan;utltie , and vnccrtaine , it is fayd ihat two I'ranciican-Fiiars w 
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helped die bufines much, both anniiatingihc King and exhorting hun not to 
omit the occafion,but to ti) c what would come of it. ColumbM thcrcfoiewiid 
ccnainliiips which were granted him , finJinj^out the Kingdomeof Wf;tiV# 
and returning into S^dyne to bringthc ioyful tidings of it,pre(ently fomcPriclh 
of that Older fiiippcdthcmfclucs for thofc parts about thcycarc Oncihou. 
/and fuuic hundred ninctic three. 

^4. About the fame time, to wit, in the ycarc One thoufand fiuc hundred 
'/a(quei G.iina by order of limmAtiutl King of Porrw^ul finding .1 way into the 
Well- Jn lies , eight of tiic fame Older of S.Vranctt eminent for learning and 
fandtitic, ucic fcnt to preach the Ghofpcl. And by Utile and little theOrdu 
niuhiplyingiii thofeCountreys, they built manic houfcs in a Hiortiimc anj 
wcie diuiucd intothinccn Prouinces(asihey tcarmc thcnj) greatly ai!uajicijiT 
tiieChiidiancaufccucntothis day, " 

^'^. Tnc Dominicans not lung after , to\vit,inthc ycarc One iljoufanJ 
T,,- 1)>- fiAC iiuiulicd and hue, ioyncd ilumfclucs in the like bufines, and hauedonc 
ii,, /(..iiis. |>,anir r.iiiious tiii.'r.;-. in th /( larrc Countryes; and after thcni tlic AusuOin. 
liiars ai»dl''\y ■ .» S' c.t leuf I b s v s , ac the rc^]iuIU)f /-> -. K'nv^ ofV-.r. 
ti'jj'.wi i>4()M 'III into ti»c liaft-Indics by i. /"m'.i » X 'rt/ii- in the ycjic On? 
'J '.•; *^ ) tli'.nr.i.al fiac huiulrcd fourtie one, and few ycaicsafcr into tl-.c 7* c(t-lnijic; 
I'v 01 !cn ( Votlip Kini;of S/;4y'-f janvlhatii foUKcnitiohart, iliai homth:: 
tliiitic hj£,> ucmi ccafcd not only to inlhutJ tlu ft that vv<rc Cl.iiftiainbc 
loic,but t pi each the Gh'wfptl faireaiul nccic, and fjircadit inpjjccs wlur: 
it \va. 11' t Iita.d of, as in / </'«^ (-,ul.eicthou.,i) ihc Countricbefolari;c, ih: 
it ii faiJ to comcincabouc tlncc-ftorcKingdonics, yet al tl;C Religion and 
I'aitli that is i.i if, hatii bcciuvholy and (olcly plai.ted and vvatciedbvihcSo. 
cictie ; aiul God iiatli giucn fucli enciealc that they ret kon now thcrin about 
two hundred liioufand Ci.iillians. And lallly alfo our Socictic liathinadc a 
h'jJcintor/j///4, a Kingdonic fo large, and fo rich, that it is ahnoft incrcJiblc; 
uhich it fecnicsitl.c Diuel had, as it were of purp 'fc , kept liiihcitolliut.lnK 
nitwit! fhndiiv^thcpenaltieof dcati), to which.ilftrangcrsaic liable!)) tl.ci: 
lawc<:, if they coniC within their bounds, they I'.ut- in fearing m thin-.' , .ind ic- 
niaine there to this day, withfuth hopcfnl bci;innings, that ifitfuccccJcac 
tcrdinL;Iy,vndonbtfdlv the fruit wii be incomparable. 

^6. N Av let vsconfideralit!c,\\hat honour i' is in the (ightofGcd.and 
his Angels f.r ihefe Religious men, that they only arc called to fo great a 
work in al that part of the worhi. For firll thcpreaching of the Ghofpcl and 
proniukating ihc Faith of Chiift, where it was ncuer before, is a peat and 
Ap. U* lical workinitfelf. For our Sauiiur chofchis Apoftles, andfaidvnto 
ihtjii : (;.!/;* I ito il'tvpholt %\\rii\ preach tht Ghofpd to (Mtm cre4iiir(ybtpt.\"?, //'«w, 
af}(i ttachni^them it^ftfn 4/ f-.w / hauc comnundtii ycH. As , I fay , he !;auc tk 
<- nucrfijn of this our World in charge to thofc his DifciplcSjfo he hath j>cQ 
ihetiur cofthisoihtrWiirld to Religious people.If we compare thcv:i""i«* 
and extent (fthatWoriduitluhis.tlicy fay there is not much diffircncc;bi;t 
if welookc n.to their falliions and difpofiii.>ns,wcl]ial find them a great ika'c 
morr bai'onr. us and blind, worlhipping the Sunr.e and Moone, Serpents, ai'i 
intones and the very 0>.eii in forneplaces.as in the kini',domcof/>/<uf^ tit/ 
make ti.cit fdliualdaycs moil fcaicful by Sacrifices of men j manic of il'<"; 
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led moll greedily vpon man's flelh, a great part of them know not what it it 
loGOCcIyathed,but arcalwayes naked, contraric to nature itfelf. Whereby 
we may fcc,that liic vcric light of nature is foobfcur<jd and dulled in them, 
tli.utluy are in a manner beads, vnder the lljapc of men. In fo great darknes 
and i.,noia.i(e, it can not be but that thcyiiiould be extremely giucn to al 
manna ol \ ice, and mo(l en; rrnous crimes i and n unan can iultly wonder, 
if as v.c read of them, they make no account at al of things that are hideous 
tu'bcnamed. Wlicicby we nny conceaue,what payncs,what labour, and 
t,.\Ic uas needful to br in J, fuch ignorn.ncc & batbaroufnes to the knowledge 
and fcaicof God,andto tame them fo,asto (loope to tiie )oak of Chriftj 
aiuicjlbng ofiheii biuii(hlHhauiour,toembiacc ChriAinn humilitie, tem- 
pciaiue, and chaftiiic. Fc r tiic gloiie thcrrf ( next to tiic gKcc of God) 
(i letii al vpon Relijou ; pco|)ie , by whonie thofc Saua^ies haiic been inftruc- 
IcJamiiaucht, & bied-vpto thcciui.itic& dcuotion, uhich now thtyhaue. 

55. To the labours ar.d payncs, which the budncs iifclT requites , we The fa- 
mar aiKlc (he manic difficulties , and inci>n)inodities, and troubles without ^'""?,' 
min)lerb.)thofbodic and mind, which arc incident and annexed vr.to it ; as ^*i'|!,/jr<ls, 
' and diflicult voyage by fca; thcdifpofiiionof the Cliniat and Ci^m- jn comitr- 
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tiy f rill lonie places ills extreme cold, as in /<</;•«;? ^ in other places extreme tinj; of 
hot, as at Orww:^, where they wriic that the people in the fommer-timc lye Hatbarous 
Vj> to the neck in water to cooje ihcmfclucs-,thc want of vi(5tuals, thecoun- "*^'^"'' 
ir)csbeingbarrenandvncultiuateiand that which is to be had, is not for our 
diet, and manner" f rccilingjoftimcs they fuHcr fhip- wrack vpon the rocks 
and 11k lues •, and. which is moft glorious , they are often in danger to be flainc 
bythcSauages an J enemies of Clniftian Faith, uhich , if it happen, they arc 
vtidoubted Martyrs, as killed for the Faith of Chiift. Andlbc.icuc, that di- 
ucrs Rcligii^us men of fcucral Orders hauc been martyred in thofc parts i but 
tliat whii-h I find recorded , is of the Francifcans , that thiitie of them in fc- 
iicral places haue fullered for Chtiftfeueral kinds of death , and of our Socic- 
tic in thffe few )eares, there haue been about threcfcorc and ten crowned 
v.ith Martjrd* mc,and fome of them very lately. 

?7. IJDW acceptable therefore may we iullly think our labours arc ta 
drill our Sauiour , which being fo nmch benefit to ourfelues, are fo benefi- 
iia" withal to others , and fo mucli fov thegloric of God ? God ihewcd it once 
toonc .///(.w/o l{ol,i} a Fiancifcan-Fryar , who hauing fpent diners ycarej in 
tliisgreat work, and returning into i'/»4>«p. to recollciSt himfelf,and prepare 
himUlfthc better to dyc,as often as he fethimfclfto meditate vpon anic good 
lbini',,lic conceaucd he faw our Sauiour Crucifyed before him, inakind of 
ccniplaviiine and angrie manner, asking him, why he had left him fo vpon 
the Cr< Hi:, and betaken himfclftohis cafe. Which Vifion hapningto him 
t)ltcn , he u as fo pricked with it, that he refolucd to goe into the Indies againe 
t'> ins foi mer labours, & bellowed himfclf there manie y cares very profitably. 
Nut vnlikciothis was the manner, in which God inuited our i. XjueriMs 
lotlic fame work long before he vnderiookc it. For as he was uonr to relate 
''I li;n»filK. oftin cs in his flcep he carried aBlack-a-Moorc vpon hisfhoul- 
*ltts-, andihe biirilicn fecmcd fo heauie.ihat it awaked him out ol hisilecp, 
much wtaiicd wiihihc vctic weight ol the man. And both came al"tciv\ aids to 
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ptfTe ; for by his labour and induftric he brought thofc peopleto ChriiT^T 
w«cvponhisfliouldcrs;andtookcfo muchpayncsia that harueft fK '^'^ 
wonderful hoNV the forces ofhis bodiecould endure then,. And ihiVmav re 
fife for a lafte of that fruit . which the fcrucnt cndeauours of Rdigiowi? 




C.c!cfu>rc 
ilK-i..n..l,lc 

IKl. 



i.C»r. I. 
S. t^mbrtft 



hauc brought-forth in the Chriftian wotld. 



Reafons, ^hy a Religious courfe oflifi is moft prober to bm^, 
forth thefe kjnds of fruit. 

Chap, xxxi,' 

T is net only true that Religious Orders hauc brought forth 
fuch abundance cHruit , as 1 haue faydj but alfo that^X 
pfl.fc , no compan.c of men . is fo proper and wcl prouidcd for 
|t as.thcy are VVherof there might be manie reL» Ip 
but we w.l reduce them to three. The firft may be drxln. 
from the nature and difpoHcion of God . and the faflnon .LlltZ 
hold vv.th vs I„r .f we confidcr attcntiuely the wayes . which fro,,, 
begmmng <, h.s Church he hath vfed to bring men to S lua on wc fl 
find tha: he hath aivvayes chofcn thofe inftruments and helps C(oZ,'[ 
nnn^Jnc '""'" '"^^^^^ft-^e of humane meanes towards the &! 

.J'7.!!ll' 'Y ''!'''^' ^- '^'"^ ^V^«>"e°f the Primftiuc Church , l^fcucd 
and tau:;ht that there were n., ^nah,c fmvaful , or n:bU , or^v.fc.n JJ 

tU ,^«o6 . , 4W co.urnpuble , and ihe ,/..^. Mi. h .,e m,[ to d.fiJtiJvM 

f ,^ce ^-iTrl r^«''V;r":,^^*°"'^ ""^ begluenfomen, and humane 
c^cas aJI ; ir t '^, '^'"^ ^'""^^«-''''. »5 he fpeaketh. To which 

Tbf 'l^! fir ^^'"'^^'''''' ^" ^^"^ notthewifcor therich.orthe 

Itt u M, K / '""" r ^ ^'^^ ^^'"^^^ ^^y ^^^^""^'«" ^ f r«^vcr , o, bought it 

dZr^L I " '"-^ V'"'"'f ' ^'"' '^' ^°^" ^f ""^h » -^nd not grace in 

r In' V^ yP ^'7'^*''!' ^['"^ \"''""^ "°' 'h'"^ ''"= God is changed, or 

IfTo .1 '■ ' ; "" "1^ 'f'^.'''^ '^^ °'''^' '^'^'^^ "^^^ ^<^^- t'^e conucr/ion 

ud rin "J . " n'^'^ ''.' ^'^^; ^•'°'' "^'^^'" "" ^'^^^^ l^^ »"'c change in God, 

d r oiT to r'^'r'^!'* ■' '^ ^'''^'^ '»^" ^'^ P^°"^ ^"«"J^'» '•" their oune 

d ne t nir ". ''^"' '''*"^' ^y" ^'^'^^^J «"'y that which outwardly i. 
d-.ne 17 nun, aad cannot rcada to fi:e the forceof ilu:i,.warJ .icce , hem 

" V.l.cfl 



I A R B L I G I O V S STATE. Lib, 11. C4ff. X X X I. 37, 

ivhich al thefciffLdtspioccedc. The difference only is this , that anciently 

Codfortiic moll part chofc tiu»fc,which were bred and borne inpoucrtic 

&vvant ; and now hcmakcth vfc ofihofc who hauc voluntarily madcrhem- 

fclucs pocrc of their ownc accord. And the reafon is , bccaufc if al they 

(hat are nobly and richly borne, were excluded from this pcrfc<^lion , they 

Diould bcdcpriucd of fogrcat a good without anie fault of theirs : and on 

theothcr fide, if they (liould be admitted vnto it with ihcir worldlie riches 

God Ihould goc from his rule, as I haue fayd ; and therefore he hath dil 

uindy tempered it fo , that they that are nobly defcendcd , and wealthic, 

and powerful , might haue part of this glorie , yet fo as fiift they forfakc 

thcic worldlie wealth and honour , and bring themfelue* of their ownc 

good wil to an humble and poore cfbte. And wc may obfcrue further 

that folong as the Church had no earthlie poflcflions, and the work-men 

thcrof wcic poore and dcftitute of worldlie helps , and lead their life as 

the Apoftlcs did , /« hunger and thirft , tn cold and na/{fdn([ft, God vfed in a 

manner no other inflrumenis in it but them : But when afterwards , as t.corinti,.9. 

S, Hitromt wiiteth , it gvt'W grtattr in {>oWer and riches , and Itfje in ytrim 

( which Age he fo long agoe' tearmeth the dregs of times ) thvn , and eucr S. Hirrcmt 

fincc, thcDiuinc goodneshath called Religious poore men to this work "'^"'* 

which cannot bc effcdcd but by them that arc poore. This was figured in ^^*^'^^'* 

that great Oolias the Giant , reprefcnting the Diucl, that flood ypbraiding 

God and his forces •, for God chofc not an other Giant , nor yet a man 

grownc to pul him downc , but a beardlcs and naked boy : And when ^'^'^ '^' 

the walks of //<mc«,that is , the fortifications which Satan maketh, were ^'^' '*^* 

ihroanc downc to the ground ,not by Cannon-lhot , or militaric en- '"^^* 

gincs,but\viththcb;alUfatiumpct,whichGodknowes how weakc it is. 

And the fame was lorclhewcdin that new manner of going into the field' 

without aiiic weapon , but only a lamp put into an earthen pitcher , to 

Vfk , fanc^titic coucred with an outward hun)bie manner of life ; which 

notwiihrtanJing cannot but flicw itfelf, and flicwing itfelf , confound al 

the hoaft ofSjian and al his forces. This is the tcafon which hath mouci 

God to hold tliis courfe. 

5. The fccond reafon reflcaeth vpon the men ifiat are to be holpcn. Txnmle 
For whcras example of lite is much more forcible to pcrfwade, then words more for- 
alonc , if the Auditoric hearc a difcourfe of ihunning honour , of embra* ^'^'* *'*«*• 
cing poucrtic , of voluniaric ab.ifing and humbling oncs-felf, and of al ""'^'^• 
that mortification which the Ghofpcl teachcth ; and yet the man himfelf 
ihatfpcikethit, abound in riches, and honour, and worldlie Rlorie,lhi» 
words w.l hauc litle force j bccaufc though wc may retaine thcfe thin«. 
and our hart and affection not Ik- vpon ihem , yet it fcldomc is Co ; ^ 
^hcn It hapneth tobc fo , yet penile cannot know it, becaufc theycannoc 
flmc.nto the lecrets of our hart. And hccr wc fpeakc not of v> hat may be 
^ut what IS more forcible to pcrfv. ade and winnc peoples harts. For who' 
">^ make ati.c doubt . but that pcojle wil eafici bciccue , that a nmi> fets 
a iumar>c things at naught , ilthcy fee him indeed conremne them, then if 
uwardly they (cc no (udi tiling by hin», though inwardly iu hiiinindhc 
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4. Bcfidcs tbat , this kind of Utc cartiech a great authoritic in the vv^M 
For whcras the goods and plcafurcs thcrof , Jikc fmooth-toungued dam 
Jeadc the greater part of ihc world by the nofc, they beholding othcrsfocin' 

toreriftthcm,andtotreadcthorcvicesvndcrfoot,towhichihcirconfcicncti 
telthcm that themfelues and others arc in bondage, ihcy cannot but hauci 
great conceit of them, andfccretly in their harts admire tljcm, and cxtolihen 
among their ncighbours.asmcn ih.u haucdoncftran';c things ; and not with* 
out great rcafon. Foi it isagreat point to be maiftcrin tkils kindofalearthlie 
thmi;s,to fubduc outfclues, and the crooked inclinations which ace in vs ;and 
they that contemne the world with al the allurements thcrof , muft needs he of 
anoblcandhcroicairpirit, and endued with laie and eminent venue. So tint 
breeding fo much admiration in the minds of men, nothing can be more for- 
cible alfo to mouc and pcrfwade, and they thathauc not this in them, want 1 
fpecial mcancs , and as it were a proper inftruttienc both to Tow and reape this 
fruit of foulcs. 

5. Let vs heare what S. him Chrjfof6mt fayth to this purpofe; for he doth 
verily think this to be the caufc , why in the Apoftles time there was fo much 
good done , and the Age whcrin himfclf Jiucd , was become fo barren. If 

, tweluc men, /'.<j!f/W;<',wcrc able toconuertthc whole worId,think with your- 
, felucs.how great our wickedncsis , who cannot reforme our own'e fubie^; 
, being fo manic of vs, that we might fuflRfc for Icucn for ten thoufand worlds. 
You wil fay, the Apoftles wrought miracles. But it was not their miracles, 
u hich made them fo much admired. For manic dinners did Caft out Diucis, and 
wrought no fucii effects, but were punished. What was it then which made 
them fo great ? The contempt (f money, thcdcfpifingoFhonour, the abftai- 
iiingfion»al bulincllcs ofthia life; if they had not had thcfe things , though 
they, had raifed the dead , they would not only not hauc holpen anic bodic,but 
been cftccmcd fcduccrs. Thus fatrc S. lolm Chnfoftome , muft properly to the 
coduir.iidution o( a Kcligious ft.itc 1 the pro^clllon whcrof ii poucrtic, and a 
pctlcct renunciation of al things, 

6. The third icafi.n maybe drawne from the workincn themfelues, that 
labour in this haiucft of Soules. For it cannot be doubted , but that ihey arc 
nmch bcitct prouiJcd for this work,then others ; by reafonrhey hane nothing 
atalinthc wuild. For Hrft they arc free, and lightfome, and rcadic to gocand 
runne, whitlicr focucr the fpiricof our Lord ft:al moue them, bccaufciheit 
minds arc not entangled in thoughts of childien , or poflc(Tions,or h( ufclirlJ- 
affaires. which thoughtsbringtwogrcatinconucnienccsvpon theni; fur they 
take vp time, which n)ight be better fpeut in more profitable things j and our 
niiitd ( wil we , nil wc J doth cleaue too much to them, while we handle them, 
whichisbotlivnworthicjficvnbcrcemingalabourcr inihcGhofpel^^^ greatly 
inconuenient. 

Drui.i-^. J, This was anciently figured in that Militarie Law , which God 

made i that they \tho had built anew houfc , or planted a new vinyard, 
or newly wedded a wife , or were otherwifc fcaieful , fliould n» t ^oc 
with die Camp : vp^n which Caucat we find often , and particularly 
inthe v^a^re , of which Gidton was the leader, that two and tweniie thoufand 
fouldicri V. ere Itnt back. And of the ten thoufand that rtniaiucdGod cafiucrcd 



1^ .li.'iom 

tojittni 
to the con- 
Uctfian of 
Vjulcj. 



o F A R B LI c I o V s s T A T g. Lih, II, CAp, XXX/ . 575 

tlthathyd themfelues downevpon their brcaft to drink at the riucr, ano in 
thcmuJflcr they were left but three hundred, thathaddrunk ftanding; and 
yctasfcvv as they were, they got a notable vidtorie. What is this but tha: 
which wc haue hitherto faid, that they that plant vinyards,that is , who 1 iuc 
themfelues to worldlicbufinellcs, or Follow the pleafures of marriage, and 
othcrcotentmentsof thebodie.or arc poflcllcd with anie other worldlie feair, 
or Iouc,and abafc themfelues to thcfe infcriour things, arc vnfit to fc-llow this 
hcaucnlie warfare? The chofcn band of three hundred men, a handful in iifelf, 
but ful of manlie courage, euidcntly fignific Religious people , that are voyd 
ofal carthlie cares, and alhumancfcare, which is wont to attend vpon them; 
and they are but few , if we compare them with the multitude of ot her people. 
;.JwAro/f therefore fayth wel: The precepts of theGhofpcl iliew plainly, what ^ t^/"'''"/ 
aone he ought to be, that preachcth the kingdomc of God,that without rod, ^'^' ''" 
withoutfcrip,withoutniocs, without bread .without money, that is, requi- 
ring no affiftancc of worldlie help,fecurc in faith, he makes account, that the 
Icllc he lookes after thcfe things, the more he may hauc. , 

S.Wcmayaddc morcouer,that whcras men for the moft part finncnotout fi,'„J ,^.„ic 
ofignorancc (for the Law of God is now fufficiently diuulL;ed, and people 01. t r.f u.~ 
kno.v fufticicnrly what they are to doe) whcras therefore, I fay, they ( Hcnd liniiiic, 
rot, bccaufc they know not wherin they offend, but becaufc their wil is in- tl.cnrio- 
tiimcand wcake, they want not fomuch inftrudion, as feruour; and their wil ''^"'^' 
is more tobcftirredvp, then their vndcrftanding informed. Nf>vv toftiirc-vp 
others, nothing is fo powerful and fo ncccllaric,as that hc,that gocth about ir, 
bchiinfclf moucd and iuflamedi which 5". Grf^w/fdeclareth excellently wcl, 
as al other things, in a certain place of his Morals : The mind ( faith he ) occu- 
pied with dtfires of ouiwardthings,cannotbc warmcinthclouf ofGodiand •> 
thcrcforethc warmth, which comes out of a cold hatt,cannotinfl.micthc air- " 
(litoric with hcaucnlie dcfircs, for that which hath not fire in ir,c.innot kindle '» 
Jiiotiicr thing. Which faying of S.Gr^ffojir is grounded vpon good reafon; fm s. r,'. ?-.,;.. 
it'.according to I'hilofophic, the cffc(fl muft be like the caufc from u hi.h it *• -'^''^r.ri. 
jrocccJeth, the works oflouing God , flying fn^m fiime,goini', againft our ^'*^* 
inclination, and the like hcaucnlie anddiuincert"c(!>s, can newer be wrou he 
byforceof human inftrudtion, or eloquence, but there muft be a Diuine and 
hcaucnlie vcrtuc added; whichvertueas it is feldon)C to be fcen in the world, 
foit is ordinarie in Religion, and fpringeth largely and plentifully <.nt of the 
fountains therof, where cueric one filling himfclf , dcliuercih out (-f the abun- 
dance of his hart, as out of a plentiful rtorc-houfe,//(W<i>/</(;/^, for the benefit 
of his neighbour. 

9. There be yet two other things in Religious people, (hat greatly conduce VmOn ^f 
tothcbringing-forth of abundant fruit, and beating downc of theaduerfe nniiic,iv4 
panic. Fitft,tlicvnion of fo manic tOL.eaihcr, and fo great vm'on as there can- "^^'^^ ''^'l' 
nobe a greater; for itiseuident, that there can be no great matter atchicued \'^ '^'""l ''^ 
»utby the help of manie.And the rrafon is that, which wc haucdifcouifc(l-« f tj',i',',„,. 
at l3ri;c els w here, that no one man can hauc al things in hiu)-, & confeqntnrly 
nethat flial go about to affift his neighbour liimfcif alone, muft needs find 
hi nlclKlinc in this, as in manic otlicr things. Contrariwifc,ReliL;ious people f^,,,n ^, 
l^s J.L'.i!. cxjiclKiliit) area$fouMicrs,thatfip,hrmanicof rhcmclofctogea- ., ... 
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vndcr their cargfcs, chat it is impofliblc to break through tiicm or amoiTlJ 
thcrfoRcIigious people being fovniicdtogcarhcr as they arc,tljcyaieafcnce 
he rpeakeih,& defence one to another, and eafily ward the blowes which it' 

cnciniegiiicth,andputothci'salfoinrafciie,caufin2themtoflye,andyealdih* 
/ield,andthis they doe laying their wits, and their forces and ^hcii labours t ' 
gcathcr.and docitthcmofcetfcAualIy,tiic moreperfcdiy this vnion and con. 
cord of nils and iudgemcnts is obfcrucd in cucric particular Religious Order 

lo. The fccond is the Vow and obfcruancc of Chailitic , vviiich GoJ doih f 
highly cftccme, that he hath vfcd it in diucrs occafions to oucrcome , and beaie 
downc the Diucl;a figure wherofwchauc in Hotoftrnei tc hisarmie,whichGod 
put to route by no otner forces then thofe of chaft ludiih^ as loHhim thehieh 
Pncft obfcrucd, and publiflied in the publick thanks, which he i^aiicaficrro 
greatavi(5^orie,fpcakingthus in commendation of her: Bffrfi*/r//;o«V«//?/i«(ji4, 
fimt , and h4fl rioi f{'iovfne nme other ttiAn fmct thy hmhand^ therefore the band if w 
lord hjtb fifens^thrj(dther,4ndtboH shalr be blejjed for euer. And certainly if it were 
fo great a wonder tvT findouc i»</»r/^ among fuch a multitude of pcoplcas there 
%vcre,and this one woman bi ought fo great aliappincs to al that nation; how 
glorious isit for the Catliolick Church to behold fo manic that iiuc pure and 
chaftinii?and what benefit may we expect therof, but an exccfliuelhcngth 
and force to the vtter ouerthrowing of the Infciual Holojuna , that is thJ 
DiucI, and of al his Satanical hoaft? 

II. WhiJi when we behold, wc may iuflly admire the wonderful proui. 
dcncc orGod,in continually rcleeuirg his Church with new fupplycs. For we 
maydi(linguiih,ash vncic, three Ages in it: The fir ft of bldlcd Martyrs, that 
hauc made the field of the Church jnorc fruitful by watering it with their 
bloud. The frcond Age was of holic Dolours, who in the Bookc of hb ( as S. 
Grr^onr intcrpreteth ) were dcfigned by the lly^des. Fc r as the Hy^dti bcginto 
appcarc wl^cn winter is cone,and bring rainc with thenv, fo the Dc(flour« be- 
gan to raiucihowcrs of knowledge ni^d learning vpon the earth, v\henilit 
Winter of pcrfccution bcin;^gone, and the night of InfiJclKie icl!tned,tU 
Spring be^an to comc-in & quiet times. The third Age was of Rclis iousmeii, 
fcnt after the two former in farrc greater number, to aflTift in the faluaiion of 
Biankind. And as in thofe fiift bcginnings.whcn the Faith of Chrin,bcingbat 
yet as it were in the cradle , was forely cObatcd with manic enemies , it was fit 
il)crclI)ouKi be fometodefcnd it with thclodc of their owne life ; and as the 
number of the Fait!)fulcncrcaring,thc learning of Dolours was ncccflaric far 
tocjr infliuiftion, .uul for the fnpprefling of Hctefies.that neccflarily fptungv?; 
<o in ^Instliirdlbtcof the world, whcrin the continuance of pcaccandUct>. 
Fine bred loucof>arthlicthing8,and brought people as it were into daikiics by 
forge thilncs oHieaueniic things, it was a fpecial aft cf the wifdorr.c of God.to 
I'ituxl ucc fuch a kind of forme of liuing cucric where in the world , 3i liiculd 
both cuihe vice by example of vohmtarie poucrtie and humilitie, and wiih 
learning h.ht aifo againft the Hcicfics, that are ft'il growing vp. 

I i. Al whith,m my opinion, was eiMdcntly declared to S, trench in an ad- 
nmaolc V.hon , whichhc had, and by him to al others, ihathaue foifakcii 
«"c v%or,da. hcdid. For S. li.»4uer,iHrt%chtctU of him.thatcna time, whenhe 
'•^d giutu lus c.oathes from his back to a noorc man that asked him an aline* 
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dtiheloueofGodjthe night following as he was at reft Jtfi^*.-^ T" 

W„ of wcpon, and a .he weapons were marked wi.h ,l!cCofli „ r/,::" 
C ,,ll.He«kcJwhofeal.hatarmourw.Siand it was anfwered him ,1,'d 
^belonged to h.n, and h<s foulJ.crs. Awaking out .,f/,isfleepc, and'notac 
,..m<edasyetw.th fpm.uaH„„g, he imagined chat .he Viii^n aboadcj 
imfomeBre.texcellenc.emCh.ualr and great honour ; wherefore he pre 
(m\, wen. .0 a Count m ^fnt,,, by -.vhorcneanes he thought he m/fiht be 
du»nced to fome fortune... that ki ,<•. In his iourncy our Lord a ne.„J 
ijiine votohim as he was artcepe , andfaid : Fr^ntij . who can h« ™,>r- k 
Llvntothee theMaifterortl.eferuantMherieho."he;"'^^^^^^^^^ 
Avcted that which was the truth. Wherefore then (fayth our Sauiou-VJ^ ft 
J,ou icaue .he Maifter for the fe.uant , and God that i rich .fo man tu^^ 
poor.. And.. F«„«, replyed : What then wilt thou hauem^ do " R IT 
fiuh he ) m.o thy coun.r.e j fur ,h„ which thou haft feen . doth noraboaJe 
.n,e.crnp.ra thing i ne.ther .s i. to be fulfilled by any hum ne.butbydi^ ne 
kip. Out of wh,ch y.fio„ we may learne that his Order, and al o.he. R h! 

;.ou,(rdc,s. wuchm l,kc ,j,,n,,er make vva.reag.ninft th; Diuel for ,1c hcln 
>t o»lcs, are a of their, as fo manie magazins and armouries rich vfto cJ 

» «foman,c/.r.y»/A„WWM,..,A/.,„,fromwhich,,sicisi„.^Ca.^^ 

Woiv WA»ie Religioia men haue been emhmit ;« 
learning and eloquence 
CHAP. XXXII, 

ESIDHS ihefe fpi.itual ornament?, which are fupcrnm,- 
ral , and without al qncOion the chicfcft „f al, ,„d ,n".ft .o be 
eftcemcd .here be o.hcrs wi.l.i,, ,hc compallc oVna.urc "hid' 
adde Uuh grace and abili.ic for ,he bulincs of whi , 

««nce.ForaX;ii:;':z;ht;;^;:::^^^^^ 

-..ongL...an^dmo.eel^^^^^^ 

^M .htm. Wherefore.h.ul-h.hebenefi.sofGrac'ia .";,[, b"'' 
^..e proper eoppy hold of Rcli(.ious men. i„ wl. c ' c I, i "' 

<hcml,n,.g<,odneflcofGodha.ri been alfu pleafed .., Ik-„c vnoi I, 

*o.hc.s ,„ grea. abundance ; cither bccaufe a Re ieim s' Sn 7 . I 

•«,... anic.hin,,h« might be a ..ue and foh.l ^ ' , t'"" ' 

""icLc...,„,.,B,„dEioc,u«e,,ppiiai.„fpi,.i,„,i.i.i„g,f,„,fc,;;:::,;;,)^;;; 
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temper, bucli i' rihc benefitting of ouro\vncfoulcs,and for ihc hdpofo^i 
Nci^b )urs, w liiclunolt of there Inftituics do attend V nto. 

2.. And t(» begin wiili Learning , it hath doubtlcs fo flouriflied at a! timet 
in Rcli ,1 n , that vvc may tiuly fay , that Religious men hauc made Learnin, 
m I c Icai MC J, and biought it to a more cade w ay of h arnin.; , and deriuin'. \[. 
fcif CO j>jlkii:ie.roiiiuhcir life-time they gaueli^ht vntoiiby teaching V 
r;uin", ,tvpjainin;.^;and left after their death fo manic leaincdwiitinji! behind 
t'wtm.thatal Sciences, which they thought worthicthenirclucstoiakepaintf 
in, aic now by their cndcnuours farrc more plainc and [^crfpicuoustocon- 
ccnuc. VV'cwil -herefore briefly runne-ouer al the A-csof ReH-ion fromtlic 
beginning, tli.it we may take a view of the infinic multitude oncained men 
thai iiaiic been lamous in ahimcs. And it wil be the more ftrangciofindfo 
4ii .nic of ihcm,if \vc cofijer that the ancient Monks did of purpnic withdraw 
ilicnifclucs fioin matters of learning, to giuc thcmfclucswiioly to conttni. 
plation(jfheaui.nlicthing9,as S.Oieaont rei.iteih of 5". /Jfwr^/i^/, who began to 
ibidic the Liberal St iencesii»/\o'«f, but left them oFpurpofc, that hcmightbf, 
ai i/J»f:i;oMf fptaketli , leArntdlji^toraut, and wiftlyviittrnal, Andyctthcc 
ncucf wanted learned men cucn in ilicfc times •, for then there was a iorf^u", 
Lucta>\ V,%,„philut, the lix I)o<^ours of the Church, three Greek Dotlours.ani 
three Laiin,of whuincl fpakc before, and manic more, whom I fpatc to men- 
tion, tiuc we may comcdownc neei cr our liucs. 

?. To begin therefore with the Older of i". JUncdiff, which Is the aniicn- 
tcit Orticr of the Latin Church , it is now one thi)urand and thrccfcore and ten 
\ cares finceii firll began. In tlicelcucn hundred yeares therefore which hauc 
been lincc the beginning of that Order, it is a thln^almoftincrediblc.hov/ 
nunie eminent learnsd men it hath produced. For iii the firft Age,that i5, til ih 
ycarcSix hundred after Chri(},wcHnd Cafnodomj ywhomcl mentioned bcfor:, 
and while heliued, Dionyfhu furnamcd the Litie, the learncdd man abfoltiul;* 
• 'fhi'j Age, both in Diuiniticand Humanitie, as thcwiitin:swhiclihchj;i; 
kUjdnc iliew. About thcfame time lined alCoS.GieeorttthKGniijOrf^nnoi 
Tours, and (carnUr of .Vfwi/, mc n that are famous to this day. 

4. Inthcfccond AgCjfromfix to fcauen hundred, t<f/<<ri«j( of w home alft? 
I h.iue fpokcn before) was famous in Irance, Eutropiuj in SpMint , hl^n hiiiw 
of CjCTutida in Voi iHfJ^ Abbot ^djtNan in Sc3tUvdy Thttdott in HftJ^^dt who 
b-Jng a Monk at /\c'"f, was fcnt to Cunteyhitrit by Pope J^/m/mw, and was the 
feaiicnth Archbifhopt)f that Sta , in whofc commendation ymralit li^t 
Tp.akcth often. 

5. In die third Age, which is to the yearc Eight hundred, liued Vtntr^l't 
/'u/i', .1 nianfufliuently knowne by his writings ; and ratiifMe Aprnic d 
Onwdrtic^ renowned b' ihfor San<i:iiMcand learning. After thcni came >£;'</'" 
A^bf)r, aCiretianbcnnCjwho wasaL',reat Phil()ropher,a Poet , and ararel'hr* 
htian,andi.a h left n)anie things wii'.tcn in Vcrfcofmattcr* of iMiyfick. A: J 
.//!{«u.,',, mailt.'iioc;;4»/fiiJ5c (/ ei^and fo highly in faunur,fh3thewasv."'' 
t^^ cali)i(nhis/;<(V;/;,'i to his wXcdomc (A^y/o^ommitted the rrd(rinjjchi * 
Vni Kiliiic,.fiv,Mi, the foitnc where. f]ic broughtfrom !</»'(. He batinM:!* 
tonmiuitthh.gsboth of his o\\ nc inurniion ,' and vp( nthe holievScfipti^f"' 
V.>nlui UiAiQi.ui vv.is in cftccuiC about the fame lime, he that made the M)«J''' 
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^fsjolm Bapti/l , and nroic nunlc other things , wherof pjirt is yet 

<. In ihefourtii AgCjtii the yeareNinchundred, 7/iitwo a Monkof Fw/^.f, 
fchollarto ^/c«mw, and afterwards Billiop, is defcruedly to be ranked among 
thclcarnedft of his timc;he hath written vpon al tlie • cripturc iVrmanie things 
of his owne. }\Abxms Abbot alfo ofluld* , and Archbilliopof -VtMM,is not in- 
feiiour to him; Isis writings alone arc able almoft to fil a Librai ie. For when he 
wasbut a child when his parents offered him to the Monaftcrie of /k/^Z-tJic 1 ad 
profited fo farrc in Poctric , Philofophie, & in the Scriptures , that he had not 
hislikein alCJfr/04^iif , andpcihapsnoi in the world, jin^tlatnw l.Hxtuttnfts, 
knoivne by his writings,and Strain/ of /-M/t/jiWho is fayd to be the Authour of 
thcGlolfd Ort^iW/irM compiled outof holic Fathers , wcicncxt vnio him in time 
and learning. 

6. In the fift Age, from the ycare Nine iiundred to One thoufand, Odo Abbot 
oft/««/is comended for his knowledge in Diuine& human lenining. f/e»i^fr 
Abbotof ^©6 hath the name of a learned nian not only in Irancc^ but in Irahc 
and Otrmanie, l{*(htruo alfo a M nk of /.»i, Bifliop of Vtron-t, a man rare for 
(iinplicitie ioyncd with deepc learning; & manic others; but amon ; them none 
is inr re famous then /(j/iraMonkof /-w/^/* of whomc the whole Church of 
Godh.idfo grea: an opini(Mi,that thinking none comparable to him for Philo- 
fophie or Diuinitie, alihenardQ^ftions were fcnt him from al parts of the 
world. 

7. The fixt Age was \ei much more fruitful of fuch wits; and among them, 
belidci manic othcrs,wh>)fe names are extant, wc may xcckon M-^rUntoScotM^^ 
v.holiucd fljijt-vp in a Cclle at r»/r/4elcuen yeares togeaiher, and fifteen yeares 
iOhnt\ , in which time ofhisretirem^t he wrote his Chronicle from the bc- 
;iiuiingofthc worldtohisdayes , and was much rcfpe^tcd by al for his Icar- 
iiiiy;„ an 1 much more for his fan^titic, 

^. About the fame time l*ti(rAnik,\\^% held to be ihrlearnedftof his Age in 
logic k and Philofophie,nnd the LichtandMaiftetofDiiiines.lt is reported of 
\m, that going from P^mm ( where he was borne,and had read with great ap- 
plauicy into FMWff ,hc fel into the hands of ihecucs , that robbed him, and car- 
ried him away^which he took {0 impatiently at firft, that reflecting vpon it af- 
terward*:, he much condemned himfclf forir,bccaufe hauing fpcni ff> much 
time in the ftudie of holie Scriptures, he had not learned to prayfeGcdinad- 
»erli ie;p.nd prefenily he made a Vow, that if he cfcaped their hands, he would' 
betake himfclf to the feruicc ( f G( d. Being fei free he came to the Monafteric 
cfnri/;,& there liuedfora while vnknownc.asifhehad been an Idiot without 
aniclcaining atal,iilfomeItalian marchantscondng thither, difccucred what 
he was. Then he was put to reade in his ovvne Monaflcric , and afterwards 
Was promoted to the Archbillioprirk cf Canretbutit by the Pope's Holine«. 
*^'i/r/>wf vvashisfchollar andfiiccellbur in his Chairc, firll at lU(f{ , then in S.u^n/iimt, 
'nc Archbiflioprick of Canittbiivie^awl rcfethblcd him in al things. The b.xks, 
which are yet extant,of his writing, (htw fufficicnily his lcarning,f0ihat wc 
Ih.d n( t neede to fay anie moi e of him. 

9. Ncjtt vnio ihcfe, wc may reckt^n the two Cardinals that liued at the 
"mc lime ; to wit , llHmbtrl a Monk of Ttul , whom Lto the Ni nth njade Car- HuwUr^ 
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dinaltor tlic rare learning and vertuc which was in him, andfcnthimtof 
fumino^U to fupprclTc the audacioufncs of an other Ltt Bifljopof ihcB,/*** 
ruw5,.ind Torui iUmiAnm^wXxok learning and cloquc ncc is to this dayiefti'/tj 
by his writings-, his fandlitic appcarcih in that hauinL;bccnalong time Cardi- 
nal, and nilhopof Ho(?M, wcaricat laft of that kind of life, he vvuhdrew hi 
felt" ( as S.Ortgme Ka-^ianr^tn had done before htm } to his former MonaftSJll 
courfe,and ycalded reafons thcrof in writing, 
, 10. I inally , to let palfc others , UtrmAmm CtmrAUm was a great man in 
ihofc d.iyes;and his learning was tlic more memorable, becaufc he had it by 
miracle. Tliis vvc find written of him. He was defcended of a noble 
Counc of SwfJUnd , and was ciookcd and lame from his infancie, which 
jjauc him the furnamc of Ctntrd^ius, Entring to be a Monk , he bcfoupht 
our BIclIcd Lndic very carneftly , that flic would be pleafcd to cure him 
of his infirmiiic.Shc appearing vnto him in broad day -light,bad him choofc 
wheiiicr he would be freed of his lamcnes , and remaine vnlearncd as he 
was , or continue with his infirmiiic, and be eminent in al manner of lear- 
ning. IJermAnttui choofingchis latter , as he ought , he eucr after profited 
worulcrfully in al kind of knowledge j and it is thout;ht, that he had not 
his hkc in manic Ages i and particularly he fpakc Liiin , Greck,and He- 
brew, as his natural language. 

, ".lnihefcaucnthA^c.tiUheyearcOncthourand(wohundrcd,wcfindma. 
nic very learned men in al kind of Sciences. Vtttt Abbot oiClum is rcckoneda- 
mongil tlic chiefcft ofihem , whofe books are yet extant , and in particular hii 
Book ofWonders and Kcuclations, that hapncd in his time. 

11, St^ebni Monk of GtmbLnx at the fame time wrote hisChrouiclcand 
other Miftorics. GtAfian M<Mik of Bo/o^*/jf compiled the famous Work called* 
the Dccrccs,out of the Sentences of the holic Tathcrs. and Determinations 
of Popes •, which Work was afterwards allowed-of by Pope I«^m/«5 the 
Third. Hut the famoufcil of al were H/<»o ofSuini ViHct in Paris . zv\^ f\uf>tmt 
Abbot of Tuy. The manie Volumes which ti)is latter liath left writicn, d^c 
tcllific the cminencie of his learning , and the miracle alfo by which he 
rcccaurd it. Por finding himfclf verydul, he carneftly begged of our Dlcf- 
fcd Ladic , ihc would vouchfafeto beg of her Sonne, that he might vn- 
dcrfland the Scriptures. Our Blcffcd Ladie appeared vnto him , and toldc 
|jim his icqucll was granted \ and that he iliould hauc fo much inflght 
m them , that no bodic in that Age fliould comcnccic him ; only that he 
fiiould not burie \m Talent in the ground /but carefully traflick uiih itj 
which certamly he performed abundantly j for he ncucr after ctafcd to 
write and reade. In the ci-hth Age /rom One thoufand two hundred nl 
One thoufand three hundred , J/*/»m« a Monk of du^uan was very skilful 
both in holie Scriptures, and Secular learning, and left manie ihin:;s wnt- 
rn. And pt the fame time WiUam Abbot of VoiHitrs was a great'biuinc, 
and a great Ciuil-Iawyer. And Vhili^ Ver(^4»>us in a AJonaftene of VaJud was 
rare both for learning and eloquence 1 and Vtier Betchorms a Monk in T-m, 
ct whole bookcs there is a long Catalogue to be fcen. 

i^. I rom the ycare One thoufand three hundred til t lie ycare One thoufard 
f ourc hundred , wc meetc alfo with manic famous men of learning , as Ufns 

Abbot 
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Abbot of Saint >f^Mr,for Diuinitie , and both the Ciuil and C.uion law ; and 
ftitrBo'triHs Abbot of ^^i^w, Do(!tour of the Canon law-, .wdVim- l{f^(rf, 
he that was afterwards Pope , knownc_by the name of Clctntnt the Sixr, 
a manof great wit, and excellent learning, and fo eloquent , that he drew 
the people inhisScrmcnstow hat hcwculd jthat it can be no wonc'er , if a 
inan foqualifyed, was ra)fcd to the hii^hcftdignitiein the Church ofCod. 

I J. The tenth Age til the ycare One thoufand hue hundred, befidcs other 
rarcmcn , rcckoneih fomc that aie very eminent in the Canon Law ; as Ihnne 
Abbot of Nwrewj^'f*'^ ; lohnJ{l)oJt Abbot of Crcittrs , who did God good fcruicc 
inlhc Councel of Hj//f;?vf/tof«i5 alfo, he that firfl was Abbot of. 1/M/;/(/>e«, after- 
wards Archbifliop of iWerwff, and laflly Cardinal. He wrote manic Aduifes in 
Lavv,and a Comment vponihc whole bodic of the Canon law;thcauthoritic 
iv'herofistoihisday fo great, that no man is more famous then he. 

14. Finally in this lall Age , in which we arc, wc know of n)anie learned 
men j as Igiidtius Abbot in a Monaflericof /-/iyrwre; lohn Il4f>nllj in Parma; 
both of ihcm eminent in Diuinc and Secular learning. In Spainc wc hcare of 
owQVjkfchnlts^ that was publick Reader of Diuinitie in SalainAtna. And finally 
JHuhcfcour daycs , the name of one Gif^oiir is famous, who was Abbot of the 
great MonaftericofM4«^«rf, and afterwards made Cardinal by T»4nf the Third, 
He is faid to hauc been skilful in al Scienccsj & that he fpake Latin and Greek 
both readily andehquently. And as he lay on his death bed, it is reported of 
him that he fpake thus to him that wayted in his chamber: Bcl.old ,wchauc 
been Cardinal thus manicycarcs , what becomes now of this honour? Mow 
much better had it been toiiauc dyed in Religion, wiicre my foulc had been in 
Iclfc dan^^er ? 

15 .Thcfc were Monks , & few in comparifon of them 1 might namc.ln other 
Rcli^iousOrdcrs, Learning hath flounlhed more,bccaufe their cndcauours 
hiiic been dirc(fted to the help of others, who cannot be holpcn without Icar- 
niiij. And it is a thing worthie of admiration,to fee how plentifully al Orders 
h. UL- been floicd with rare wits, and men of great learnint'. Cut becaufc thcfc 
OrJcrs arc of later ftanding, and confequcntly tiie fubit^ts of them mocc 
kiiowne, vvc vvil pafTc them ouer curforily, and only name them. 

I •. f'iift therefore, what rare men hauc the Dominicans lad ? ^Ibtitus 
I'^i'huf ^ lltiu^ui^ DnrnnJ ^ Uu?o Cardin4l , who hath nrittCQ learnedly vpon 
al Scripture ; J^Aynund, he that, according to S, ^nionwe , ordered the Dccrc- 
tals,by appointment of Pope Grri^or/f ; S. jtnttmnt hiir.felf , a man rare for lear- 
nin;^ and fan^litie \ Capreolus , Varus Tdratiufms ^hc that afterwards was Pope 
by the name of hwoctnt the Fift , Varus VAluddnuf^Chrjffeftomus Untlliits^ Ytiurdy 
bothijicyo/w;; two Cardinals, to wit , Torqutwdda^ and Cditfdn , and manic 
more whom it were to long a bufines to rchearfc. But he that among thcQi 
al cannot be omitted , and of whom we hauc fpecial rcafon to fpeak« 
3part , as the chief of them al , is S, Tham.is , whofe profouiulncs , 
rfrfricuitic,&: abundanceof knowledge, who can extol as he dtfcrurth 7 And 
l)'li(jcs thcfc who arc al of them knowne by their writings, who is able to 
'ctkoiial them that hauc laboured pr(>fi:ably in the Church of Go J , in cuci ic 
A^c,ioihcgrcatbciufitofthe<'rNcighbour,byieachiiigfchoolcs,deteiminii){^ 
w^ubts,dcliuctin^ their opinions in fcucraloccaflons, and hauc IJucd with 
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great comincndaiioH of al mcn»thc number of them Js fo infinit? 

17. ThclrdticifcAns began fomcvvhat later and not To gcnerallu .. <: « 
to giue theinfclucs to Learning. For tlicir Founder S. Franas hauin 
ucd the wifcdonjc and knowlcd-c, which he had, rather from h^^^^' 



ij^cn got It by his osvnc Jabour and induHric, brou..ht-vn his Fri.r.?"?* 

L it" ^""*^' ^'' ^. ^«''"»^' <»/ ^**^'''* conung to his Ordc? with a ««« d ^ r 

dut icarniug from the world , he permitted lum to teach Diuinitic to the c 

hi, ownc Older; and the fliortEpiUle is yet extant in which hcKlt 

hnn Icauc to doc it j (o chat withal he be careful , as hc-fpcakcth tl l 

.cyncn oflumn.,,xunguhhnoftheitiu^^ .ff,.y„. Afterwards vpontbi. 

piefidcnt (andalfo vponncccffitic. that they nught be able to hcb Zv 

nciglibours) others among them fel to iheir (ladies , and profited exceed na 

Jy m them. For about the ycarc One thoufand two hundred fourtic fiu^c' 

«,r f''*»^<^ '^-/" was famous for learning i and after him his fchdhr ? 

s.Bon,u,n. «""-"'«;«''' » » '"an ful of knovlcdge, and f.cil and clcerc in his explicai 

t»ons. And about the ycare One thoufandtwo hundred foarefcore and fiuc 

Kichdrd MiMeion )znd hhn dnrnk^t^ commonly kiiownc by the name oiSw^' 
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MMUton. in the yc«e One thoufand tlircc hundred i a man adnvirably fubtile and acute' 
S..,H,. There followed them their fchollars V^iUmh 0c(^4m a vcrv wirrir m.n. Ja 
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D .- 11.. ^ v'*'»''» very witiieman; and 

Vr^ncii tiUmn , heihatuithc Vniueifitieof I'-mj is ftilcd x.\^tmmn»tt Dh- 
''"i'A .'V ''^ fa"'c ti'^cliued ^U,.,us VtU^iuj a Dodour of the Canon 
and Ciuil Law,andof Diuiniiiciof whom euerie bodie had a creat opinion 
ui his iilc-timc , but chiefly Ihpe hhn the Two and twentieth. AAc mayaddc 
Veftr Ju,t.lHS u ho by his learning got thcChayreat^,.v ; and NnJ h,. 
a lew by defcent , who is fam.)us for hiiNotes vpon the wiiole Sciipturc 
accoidin,', to the Litcial fcnfc, about the yearc One thoufand tlncc hundred & 
i^'^fiic A oi h:cyc:iics ^llo,>f,,s 4 aftro,?il,rl .,tl AUdna,FrArnu^^ 
Jar in loteii.rcring the holicSciipturc, and diucrsotheis, that arcfoknovviic 
tliat It IS to no end to name tijcm. 
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If VVc may make the like catalogue c;f men of other Relfpious Orders, for 

K-r Or. a oi them haue been fraught with learned men, and fome very eminent among 

r,,l, ,; ^^J['»""^'^;»^cAuguainsi£j;/^r«5 /W«4;/*,, inthc ycare One ihoufand 

,manu,. ^"^ lourcrcore. Among the Carmelites Thom.u of W-^ew in the ycare One 

/ thoufand fourc hundred and thiriic. Among the Carthufians Dio,jm, in (he 

W-/.j.„A. yearcOncthoufand foure hundred and f urefcorc. To be Hiorrjie thatdcfircs 

'^'-;M to know more at large what learning hath been brought to light by Religious 

nicn of alOrdcrs , and what fruit iiaih come of it to the Church cf God, let 

h.m reade I n//;<w/»,, who hath diligently and carefully Inyd toneathfr al the 

tccle/iaaical writers, that haue been Inicethcbirth of Chrift in eucric Aj^e; 

HI whichlargc Work of his.he/hal find that Religious men arcthefarrcgrca- 

tcrpan among them, and dial meptc u ith few others in comparifonofihemi 

wh cl» IS an cuidcnt argumcntof what I haue fayd. 

rwmV''"''l^''*M fr,"'^T''''°^ 1 B s V s , thoughlaftintimchathdone 
o'Titi^ing.&addcdahclpmghandtoiheaduancemctofLcarnine.FcfMoionly 
hi.r ? ir-^'"' Societiedothattcd to learning, it bein<4 one of the chief 
t niiii,s. V ha h by mltuute it pri>fcllbth . but it hath rcuiue^that which wasan- 
cKnily.l.cpract.leofRcligiousmcn, but oflateycarcshath been intermitted. 

and 
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and not contenting iifelf with profefling learning within itrcif.it vmfcriakcdi 

tocommunicatcal the lcarning,which it hath,withoihers,by teaching pubiitk 
Schoolcs. And tothcend it may deriuethe^reatcr benefit to other* , it con- 
£nedinotitfelf toDiuinitieorPhilofophic,aj for the moft part other Rcii- 
gious Orders dof,but it teachethal Arts 6c Sciences aud Grammer-fchoolcsi 
andicaucth out none but fuch as are not fo fuitablc to a Religious profcflioii 
to meddle in , as the Ciuil or Common Law, and Phyfick. 

ip. Infincjtofumme-vpthedifcourfcwhicji we haucmade,Rcligir.us men 
niay in a manner glorie.that moft kinds of learning haue been rcuiued by their 
injuftrie, which but for them would haue been whoJy <xur\^\ others haue 
bcenrcfinedandpolilliedby them. For what had become of Diuinitic, which 
ij the Queen of al Scicnces,if it had not been cultiuated by them , and brought 
into the way and mcthod,in which it is? And though Philofophic hath been 
learnedly handled by others, yet Religious men haue much iliuftrated and 
enlarged it , and added, and explained, and reformed manie things in ii,ac- 
cording to the rule of Faith. 

30. It rcmay iieth that wefpeakc of Eloquence, whcrin Religious men haue Eloquence, 
been as enwnentas in Learning. And we Ihol cafily fee it , if we confider the 
iDflnit muKi:ude ol Preachers, which in the Chriftian world are beating their 
Pufiis, fpecially at fomc times of the ycarc. For though al of them be not 
equally eloquent , yet no man can deny that there hauc'been and are to this 
day very maniccxquilit tongues , that with a fluent ftilc, and choycc words, 
and abundance of -ood matter wel couched togcaihcr , take , and deli). hr,and 
Icadethc ..udiioiieio what ihcypleafe. For if the cftc^ of Eloquence be the 
ijplaufc of the hearers, certainly they, that deale witli people that arc fcnfiiai 
(;uch as naturally loarhcfpiiitual things) & are notwithaandingablc.nt only 
todr.iw them to giue care vnto them , but to hold them fufpenfc in admiration, 
anddcligln them, and fteale vpon their minds and aft'ecfiions, fo as to b.i.,^ 
lomcfiomdilhoncllbchauiour tochaftitic, fome from vnlawlul tradin- u> 
vpnght dealing , fome from rancour and hatred to peace and concord , fi.ially 
iiotalcwhomthcloueofihcworM, inwhichthcy weredrowned oueihcad 
andcaies.toihc contempt ihet;of, and vttei forfaking of al earihlicthin-'s. 
niua ncedes haue a great guift in fpeakini'. Anciently theOratours that coiild 
ipeaketothchumourofthcpeoplcwcrcingtc.iicftefteeme;andwefind few 
tithct in Oieccf or Rmt that could doc it ; and thofc few are fc famcus that t he 
Uumreys , where they were borne, are renowned forthem.What an lu.nour 
'''crcfore is it to vs , to haue fo manie rare men In this kind ? Dut if we rcilca 
vponihcf,lidnesofthe matter, the weight of both their fayings, and, asl 
m , vpon the e.ieds which ours haue wrought , there is no coinparifon 
wtAceneihcmandvs. 

ir We readc of S, BwidrJin of ^iVwK^aFrandfcan-Friar ; he was a man Co,, 
vf -rpoken,ihat in whatpIacefocucr& atwhatfoeuertimche wastopreach. JsZ'l 
noionly the neopic that had nothing elfetodoe. cametohearchim, but euen 
Wr" " vp their fltops , and euerie bodie elfc t.bcirhoufe$,tobeat hii 

u. VVc find the like recorded of 9. 1>f«r. who is now commonly called the 
'-'V^ of the Order of S, DmwUI^ He tuuclled almoft through al parts of 
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natic , anu maKing a uay ici lumc uiiiv m cuciic ciitic and villare lie I ^^P^'^ »f}«rdetli , they arc bettered , forthcreafons wliichi luiucfayj and 
claymcd an infinit number of people by his holcfome exhortations fron, L I concurreingreatrncafurcto the aduaneement of the gloriccfGcd. ' 

fjlth of linne. Athi>firftarriiial vnto anici>lace,it vvasanordinarie thingfo'^ | ^^' *" ^'"'*' refped fomcdoc truly and" fitly compare Religion to rl.n 
the inhabitants, from tiie higlieft to the loweft, to go out to mccic hii^ „ -7 I !">''« ^"^"'^ » ^'^° towards the oucicomin;' of IhUfernti annlicd nnr „. i 
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flags and fi undoftrumpets, 8md accompanic him with like fcdemnitif ^t 

]»c went away , and had much adoc to parte from him j and fuch amidtjiyi" 

alwaycsiliionged to his Sermons, that he was forced oftimcs tobecirrJ 

away in acart.that he might not be crufiicdin theprefle, 

>Jmomt ^ *. VVhat Ihal wc fay of S. Anfonie ofVadua ? whomc the people did vfuallt 

P4^h I. follow in fuch multitudcs,that the latgcftChurches they could choofc wcrcnot 

capable of thcm,but they were fay nc to carric the pulpit into the ftrccjj or ioto 

the fichfcs.and yet they flocked thiihcr fo fall to take place betimes, tliatatntn 

might fee noblemen & women repayrcthiihet before day, andflandcxpcitip? 

his voice as it were from hcauen. And while he was fpeaking, though ihcie 

wcie romciimcsihiriiethoufand Auditcurs,thetewasnotiheleart noyfc ot 

muttering, or fpittingto be heard , but al wcreexueamly lllent and attcntiw. 

Did the like eucr Iiappcu to Dtnfjihrnts^ot to anie of thofe ancient Oiatourj 

though t hey were held to be neuer fo eloquent ? 

y.mini. 1 4. VVc reade no IclFe of S. Vmctnt a Dominican-Friar } and one thing in 

particular,which doth liuelyfct-fortli the force of his eloquence. Tor whcm 

on; time two malefadours were going to dye , he commanded tlicmto (land 

at a place where he was preaching, their faces couered , probably tothecr.d 

they might belcrfcdiftraded j where he began to difcourfc witkihat vthc 

mcncicofthcfovvlencsof(Inne,oFthc paine'ofhcl ,andruch other motiuctaj 

aie wont tcftirre-vpforrow and repentance, that the t wo malcfac^ours began 

fit rt to fwcatcforveiic grief and contrition of hart,and at laft were turned into 

a very coale.as if they had been burned with firci which was apparent vmoal 

the people, fo foone as their faces were vncoucrcd. How vehement was his 

^j)cach,whichwasablcin this manner to inflame both the niindam' t/ievftic 

bodic alfo ? Wc mectc not with manic of thefe very (Irangc Ki\'dt% , which 

S. A^/wf^r wrou-ht; but we oKete with others much of the like nature,to\vir, 

inward conueifions, ftrange ref()rmatii)ns,great rcftitutions. AnihhiiS.Vinmt 

and< thet Religious men were fo powerful in their fpccch, is a great honour 

and commendation to the whole State of Religion. Wherefore to concluJc 

this difcourfe of natural helps, as God commanded the lewes , when they 

■. J ,. went out of it 4;p/,to borrow the j£:yptUns bcft vefl'el and houfchold-ftufT.A: 

carric it with them : So when Religious men foifake the world , they goc not 

outofitvoidcofnaturalgMifts,bmcatriethcir abilities of wit, and mcmcn'e, 

and learning!, and otherquaiities with them i and emplo)ini; thcmuithcaic 

ou and induflrie, the Graces of Hcauen concuriing, ihcy wonderfully cncrfaCc 

'"^^ c il.cru.andnrow emiucnt inihem ;and haucin Religion both more abundnrfc 

,'| "I '•' o( ihcfe natural uuilts , then they could hauc had , if they had remayncdimi»<: 

, ;, world , .ndare more able to n>ake vfc oFihem. For how oftcn,or rather liow 

:.a ,c *iaily arc uuns wits .and eloquence, and other nobilities loft in the worli, 

J' i.'it ^yi.)-.!c.ui tor want ofadion? AimI though they be (mplo>cd xp( n fccularyc- 

(.id .in,rl evarcnotwitlilbndini^ but idly fpent, lecaufc the things in vvhith 

i:.cy .ic c-npl.>ycd,aic earthhc &[ ciiihablc i vvheras in the ncgoiiauon," l>''^ 

Rcliiii*>o 



bl,e/-M . who tovvards the oucicoming of i/././rr«« applied not only 
prayer.andfiiftmg and hayrccloth, as Ihe was wont to doc before but nnZ 

,rcofherring$.indpendants,&flippcr$,andalhcrbeftattire.andretlt;Mthhr 
nirufil beautic to the moft j and God blelfed her cndcauours . addine ( a. r h^ 

5cripiutctcllcthvs)morcgraccandbcautic to her countenance; & uiucth t r 
reifonofit.kcaufelhc intended al this trimming of herfelf not for Joofenes 
butfor TCTtue. So when Religious men feekc thefcnatural abiiities,chey fcelc 
DOtthcrnfclucs,hauing ytterJj forfaken al'from their hart j but they fecke tul 
gloric of God arid the benefit ofthcir neighbours , for whofegood al tl c 
beiutie IS intended; and confequeml;, it!>eIongefh alfo to the goodncs of 
Cod. to encieafe their abilities, and ( as I Tayd before ) to make them. ^^. 

lU'i fins, why Keligious men profit fo much in Itarmng. 

C H A P. XXXIII. 

ESIOnS ,1« fpcrial affiftance of God , which doubilcfTt 
.s .he chicfcft caufe , there be other reafons. why Rdi. o„ 
men hauc been and are nioft commonly foeminen in alkind 
of Lcatnuig. For firft theftudie of wifdon.e req,Ure<h ti.nc^^d 
a|.phca.,on otmind ; bo.h which are feldon/e found in ,1," 
».|,M.and aboundnjRehBion. Por Secular people are continual!. o ' 

..fin« or other and,v..,,t.ken-vpwi.h,heciresof..l.cwo,ldfh/;,It 
«t„o bufi„es,fpe„d.he.r ,W in vnprofitable things, a, inhuming d 
Ukmg, inplay and fuch l.ke pafti.nes ; people being generally . „^n „ 
« c.anJ to (hunne labour, as an enen.ie .o\,au.re. Religious me.To, the 
« « fide a,e free fromal worldlie buCnes. and confequemly ha e t^, e a! 
vil, and they fpend it not in Idleiriflcs ; neither are tjiev cmJs.^T^ 
W,csby,hetrouble,ndpaines.whichi.a„nexedvmo.L^^'t^^^^^^^ 

I'cace (.f mind , which followeth out of the fuoweflion „,A r« .■ n 

°« not poffible to keep our mmd aitent uetooar ftudies whilrvu-. o.- . 
~TAo„t or laanie'^.iolent exercireofthebodie.t:clTl^^^^^^^^^^^ 

-ttxfer^i^bir;^^^^^^^^^ 
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Jjcnperanceandfobrieiiehclpeth alfo thervnro For rhnr^^l. » r • 
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4. Whatnccd wc ftandmultiplying words ? jtutrrefs^ Heathen , and m 
food PHIlofoper , fayth, that Chaflitie and other vertues^by which thcdrfire* 
of liic flclh arc curbed , are fpccial helpes for the attaining of Sj.ec«Utia! 
knowledge. And finally ( as I raydbcf(?re,but I meane to in fift fonjewhjt 
niarcvponit) thelightand grace of God concurreth aboue al. For RcligioMj 
men diicfting their itudies& labours to the feruicc of God hisimmonal lUt. 
when GoJ;;iueth them good fuccefle in them , he dilaneth his ownebufiocj 
anJ concurreth to the aduancing of his ownc gloric and caufe ; which i? 
otherwifc with moftfecular people, that ftudie for honour or lucre fake, AjhI 
f.) we fee that God doth ohimei enlighten the mind of Religious men and 
ihcvv tlicmobfcurc and hidden things, and makes them capable to vndcrftand 
the hardcllQuoftios by miracle, beyond the courfe and abilitie of their nafurr. 

5. S.Th)m4 1 hnding great difficuhic in foluing a certain Queftion, on t time 
wiK n he hal ftuck much vpon it , was ouer-hcard by his companion f^ttmL 
flu bcin|.; in the fame chamber, as if he had been fpeaking with foujebodic in 
the Ml ht , and when their communication was ended, he called-vp hii com- 

{>ani II), ^ dictated vntohim manie things without flop or pawfe,confraricjo 
)isciillome,as if he had been reading them out of a book compofcd tohji 
huiL'^r'/';4.^/(o falling downc at the Saint's fecte.befeeched him earm Illy and 
J ic'dc 1 him to tel him, who it was he had been difcourfing-vvith a liilc before. 
S. ihcnu^ oucrc nje by his imporiuniiic . tol I him, it was s,T.4«/thc Apolllc, 
t.'iathjjgiucnlum thcfolutionofihatQnfflion, And at othei times tliefame 
Saint told !{<ji.ijlilui in familiar conuerfaiion . that althc knowicdjeliehj.l, 
came to him more by light from heauen ,thcn his ownc labour and indullrif. 
Wl-ich f{<:^jfuUin kepttohimfelf folongas ?. CbtWAi liued, for the Saint hal 
dcliied , he would i but after his dcceifc, hcfpakcof it often both inpriuate 
and in opcn'Sejioole, that others might by his example learne , which is th: 
llurtcfland^'^aynefl waytowifcdonic, 

6. That wliicli I rel ued before of }Urm4ntmi Contraflus^zni Pjif>ryt Ahhot 
of I'uy.h yet more admirable , both cf them coming to fo eminent learning by 
the guiftofour B. Ladle. The like hapned vnto ^ibtrtut 7ii4^'iu< \ for as \\t 
rcadc in the Chronicles of the Dominican-Friars, entring into the Order when 
hcwasbutfixteenycarcold , and profiting litlc or nothing in h;sftudies,be' 
caufe he was dul and had but a weake memoric , he grew fo wcaric of it , that 
he was tempted eucn toforfake the Religious courfc which he had begun. And 
whi.c he wasthus wnuering.hc dreamed in the ni;:;ht, that he wasfcahngthc 
wallcsof ihcMonafteiieto getaway, and that two venerable Matrons ap« 
J caied vmo h in>, & firft the one Sc then ihcothcithruft him downctbeladder, 

a« he was ge ting vp \ and .ndcuouring the third lime to ftep vp,a third Matron 
-.isked him, what he wentabouttodoc,& wherefore? And liauing told her,fhe 

willed him rather to beg the affiftancc of 3 fourth Ladic , which wasi^^ 
Mother <>fG.>d andQMrcncof Hcanen ; and told himthat herfeif andihertil 
would Hand his friends. He did as he was aduifcdj and our D. Ladic gauehim 
friujdiic audience, but asked him , in what Science he would choofetoU 
cminem^inPhdofonhieorDiuinitic. He,likca yongman ,that hadnotiaN 
ot higher matters, fayth he had rather be eminent in Philofophie. And our B. 
Ladic reply cd > it ibal be as thou dcfircft j but bccaufc ihou haft preferred tbif 
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Jinowledgcbeforctheknowlcdget/f my Sonne, inthy latier (faycs ihou/lia't , 
leefeal ihy knowledge , and fal into (hvfoimcrduhics, which now fl)al be , 
taken from thee. The Villon vanilliing , he prefently felt an ahcraiiv^n m hun- , 
fclt'.and cucr after was eafily maiflcrof w hatfoencr he Iieard or read i i r if he 
mctwitbanicdirticultquclVu)n, he turned himfclftoouv B, Ladie,^^ claimed 
her promifc ; and inftantly he was at the end of it. By this mcanes he came to 
ihatgicatneswhichue rcadc ofiiii;j,andhc taught manic ycaies,and wrote 
\erynianicthings. And three yeaicsbefv relic dyed, whiilt hcwas giuingth.c 
explication of fome paflagc < r other in a publick alTcniblie , he felt at the 
inllant, that his uKmotic failed I. im •, infomuch ih.it he could not retnembcr 
aniething at al.Thenhetnld his Audience, what had hapned vnto himinhis 
youth iond making proteftation that whaifreuer might bcfal him,hebclicueJ 
thcartitlcs of the Catholick Faith , and dclired toilic in the prokflion of theni, 
hccamcdownc outc f his Ciiaire.hisSchollers following him widitcarcs.and 
embracing him \ and inihc rcll of his life he waxed as it were a child a;;ainc; 
«nd palled his time in crcat fimpliciticj yet fo,a5 he omitted not aniething 
belonging to the dutic of a U cligious man; for his n)cmoric (cnicd him for fuch 
things, and for nothing els. This flrange accident which bclcl ^'Ul(rtus( God 
taking from him alt he knowledge which he had lent him, to Ihcw that ic 
washisguiftjgiucthvstovnderftand, that other Religious men, that are or 
hsiic been excellent in Learning , haucbad iulfo by the fpccial help and grace 
olGod. 

Oj'tirce dtgrees oj' Heaulie nnd Dg^ittic^ iv/vc/> 
are in Religion, 

C II A P. XXX IV. 

ET vs now confidcr the dignitic of Religion j as it is 
grounded in thedi{Iin(flion,v;hichDiuincsdocgiue»ofthrcc 
kinds of Religious Orders ; for fomc giue ihcmfclucs to 
A(^ion i others to Contemplation •, others couple Atflion 
and Contemplation both togcathcr. 

2, The Hrll degree thcreftre conhneth itfclf to outward 
actions, whifh though they Ire done to men , haue relation toGod •, which 
S. Thettiai difcourdng of, proucth , becaufe a Religious State is direckd tf) 
rhariiic ; and C hariiie iiftcth not in God only , but flrctcheth itfclf to our 
Neighbour ; and yet in reran! wc loue notour Neighbour but for God.what- 
focuer feruiccwedoetooui Ncightour, wcdoe it to God; in which refpcdt 
al fuch outward anions belong to thevertuc of Religion. And fowc find, that 
whaifocuerbeneuolence isbcft<n. cd vpon man , is called by S. V.tHl,rt Sj^ 
f^i^ctydnd an J/d/?f ; and fonftqucnrly , as the fame S. Tlnms^ ii fcrrtth ,Rc- 
li|;ir\is Orders may be creeled for ihc performance of anie woik, that ii bc- 
hoofl'ul for our Neighbour •, as for the excrcifcsof Learuini.'/)r of 'A.'arrc , fo i" 
»>c intended for the honour of God , for the Church , or for Jic connr. , 
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good i and the like wc may fay of other wotks done for God's fauT" 

raufomc pri foncrs,ro gather almcs for rcleef of the poore, or for the nil;- . 
y ong women in marriage •, to fcrue in Hof|>ital$,and the li ke. ^**^H^ 

3. Which kind of Religious Orders is no new inucntion • fnr 1, 
hauc been anciently in vfc^as wc may vndcrftand by that which Jl 7 
m C^fiun, u'Urc he brin.;cth Abbot Ht(imt difcourfiiic to this cffVA rn 
manner o\ pradical hfc ( for fo he ftileth it ) is vfed l-i diucrs fort?'/ 
.. employ thcmfclues in entertayning of gucfts , in which kind he com,!'"' 
,. dcth M.carnnfoz his meekncs and patience ; others take charcc ofTj 
^, people .others beg releef K>r them that arc in miferic j fomc agai„eU;S 
.. their labour m teachini^ , and inaruding their neiehboar . others i^n J 
.. buhnelles . and ( as he i^^aketh ) haue Seen accou'nted gr^at tn 0" " 
good W.1 and deuouon. And what can be fayd more in commendation of 
ihcfc kind of couifcs , then that they that follow them, haue made thJ 
fellies voluntaric feruants not of God only , but of men for the lourof 
God, aiulofmcn infiimc and nccdic? Whatchatitie, what humili:ic uha 
true and fol.d patience .nuft needs belong to fuch ^ 

Lord Imnfclf highly commcndcthtliemin thcfc words : W)4t ,,» /,,,e IZ 
the lt4ftofm,-ne, yon luuit done to me. In tcaiinonic wherof himfelf in wrfof. 
Kingof Kings Jiath vouchfafcd to honour thcfc kinds of feruicc, wiihcui 
dent miracles; as when he was cntcttayncd by S. Grtgcrre j and receaud an 
alnio 'rum ti.M.rjrr, and thecli.iridcof (./;/, CohmLinus,to W home he appeared 
ni t lie (l.apc of J hck Icaper lyin- in the ftncts ; and when S. hhn tookc liin. vd 
ypon ns lh(,ulders,and carried him home , and i>?d waflied him , andiaydhini 
III bed, he vaiiilhcd r.vay. ' 

.,. Ti.. foe nd degree of Rc;i>us Orders bctakcth itfclfto ,hcexcraT« 

ohiK- n.uic .aL.o,Kcm;,hrion ; which kind of life hath been alwayes held To 

yoa :,c Hut Jn^tic.u.U thePhilofophers that came anything „ccithc 

tint. ,p.accd tlicfehc.cie of n.annnt.Ncithcrisihis kind ofquiec andrctirc- 

n.cnc to be accounted ullc or Ynftuuful ; f.r as ^r,Me alfo did obferue , ic 

cannot bccalled idle becaufc though it ceafe from outward adion , it hith 

. (be.nward . and rpeculation itfeifisakind of aaion.Ahdwc fee. that outward 

aaions are. U.n.es attributed to then,, that haue not outwardly laboured in 

hem hut.nwardly on y m thoughtand forecaft; as a vidorie is attributed 

to the Genera^ t hou;-! he fi,;ht not with his fword , but by hi. counfel. W hie h 

fa Heathen Phiiofopher could arriue to kno\v,what opinion ouuht we to 

.aucot fuch a kind of employment , who know how great the budnes is, 

which vve handle ,n Contemplation . what conununication is to be had u idi 

God, what light, what ads of louc } So that if wc cannot but think the 

lud.e and occupat jon of knowing God , to be the prime and nioft excellent 

y Tk ue can employ ourfelucsin, wc muft needs alfo conccai.e, that ihc 

K el, ..ui^ who i;iuc themfclues wholy to this (ludic . nrc equal, noble, and 

vccllcntrxtvshcaiclu)w5-.^i,*,,/?,„dothrctthemrorthwithhiseM^^^ 

'y n-.thn.^o them that whofy retired from the /iehtofmcn , contenting 
•1'^ n. cu.cs uitiaKcaJ a.id water,wr.,ch is brought vnto ihem atceitain times, 
y- J 'ntMeikl-it places, enioyin- familiaritic with God, to whom witha 
pu^cmuulc tutyclcauejanJbyconte/tiplaiionofwhofcbeautic they aiemoft 
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hippici which happincs cannot be conccaued.but by them that are Saints I 
»viiray noihingot them. Some aicoF opinion, that they retire ihemfdues out 
ofthcm.rdmorcthcn they ought ; notvndcrltanding how much berefit we " 
rcape by tlicu foulcs elcuatcd in payer , and by the example of their life " 
though .^ c be not fuffered to fee their bodies. It were long and needles to " 
difputc this qucAion. For if a man conccauc not of himfelf, how venerable " 
andadmirablcthisemincnthcightoffanaitieis, how Ih.iJ my words mak^ " 
him eonceaue it ? Thus fa) th 5. ^Mg,(hn. Now if we compare thefe two " 
dc^recstogeather,no doubt but this latter is more noble then the former ccn- 
fiUing, as 1 fayd , m outward afticm. For as i\ Grrgni, fpeaketh preat L ^. Gte, e. 
tbt d^inti of 'he ^^'ueUfe . Lm the amew^Ut^ue ii to be p,elmu} ; and fhis was ""^ '''' 
figured ( as hedifcourfeth } in the Hfters , J{4chel and Lu , T^huha and 3W ^'n. *j,. 
/-cc6bearmgmoreloueto /^../.W then to Im, and our Sauiour commending /-• -. 

.7 !/ ;"r f "^ ' '''""^' ^'' '''' ""' follicitous about manie thin.? 
and had (Ufen the better p^rt , yvhich ihouldim be t^l-^en from her ^ ' 

5. But bccaufc the vulgar fort, who meafure encrie thing by that which Thccon- 
they doc , and are capable of no more , are w ont to hold . that t/ie Rtii tcn.j.!ati..o 
gious courfcs which are in Adiion , are more difficult then others which l''"^': '' 
jjiue themfcmes to Contemplation j making account that thcfc latter line '* 

but an calic life-, the authoritie of S". Gr.^or/f ,and thcrcafon alfo which he ^*^''^ '*'• 
Riuttn doth euidently confute their eirour. He fayth thus : T. c mind""'''"' 
faftncth vpun the Ac^ta.e life wi hout fainting , bur in the Contcmplariue it i 
isfoone v^ea,lcd by the weight of our weakncs. The Adiue laftedi more . 
u>nftantlv , by reafon it diL.tcth itfelf in things that are obuiou or th 
choot of our nci.ldu ur , The Contemplariue'.hnnkcth away tl e foo, 
bccaufc ha^ninguah bejond the bounds .fflcfl., it labou.^ o . yf^' ^ 'f " 
ab. ue itfclf. li.c A6,ue taketh the playne beaten sv.y , and cor fee ,1'' " 
UcaJcth Iron.cr mrhe woiks ir goethabcut j the cL templa iue; ,' " 
atih.ngs h.i^herthcn itfcif Jailer hthefoonerihrc ugh wcarines to itfef^ '* 

0, But now findhvj; that thefe two liues are b^oth of hem x^^^^^^^ „ , • 

tnouijh one of them be more excellent then the other wc m.v r.^^ ' R>^U'o'>» 
cone , how farre the third degree . which^m :ehcnd:t T/cmt ^th'"]; ?: a".^:;'^ 

).e eminent and more noble then either of then, fcuerally. For if wc take -'^^ ^ 

in apart notwithOanding theirexcellcncie, there is fomethin. wanting ""•^'^^' 
.both ol them For to goe no further then the authoritie of^5^ CrZ. ""' 
Winentioned, J^ur/.r/ ( ashefayth)/ignifyes ,/;f fir.,Z,7'/'and^L ' ^^'^ '' 
gn. yes p.yr^eful : betokening that in C c^nemplation w e ^cke a «.?it' ""• '' ^'• 
;vluch ,s God , in Acftit n we labour vnder the heauic bur I n of nS i? 
Ai;ainc l{jchtl is fayd to be beautiful but vnfiuitfu" r Kl. "/^^^"'tic. - 

;ntful:becnufe,ti:emindtaki;jcil.^"c^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

begets fewer children to Gad\ bm where it is dwJl '" ? *. ""^ " 
f prcachmg. it feeth Icilc , and briV^tM^rth o "cl Mr" ^Th ^^T;! m , 
^.Orr^.ru', words. And by that which hcfayth we may fee ha rJ . f '"* 

acourfeofllfc.thatwirhouttheincomniod1t.eso ;;f;hct 

7 t^ic commodities of them both , there could not b mo epcVfcTr '•''-' -' 
"'^icexccJcnr courfc. For whetas tlie greaicf} thint' we c^nZSl . • '^•"^••'- 
^-J > uho is the Soucraigne Good f and frortvCne w/ Kc/aU il ''''''- 
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things, and ncxtaic men of tlic fame nature with vs which is ^ 
IHt)pinquitie or kindred i i the worlJ , no acHion in this life can k^"*^ 
noble , then that which is diredcd to the clorie of God and Z^^ ?"" 
Neighbour And m.reou.r God lin.fclf , Prince and Gouuernowl? 
r.oTid.be.uhnj::h,.thoughtsand actions in a manner to noihinc cl/ k " 
» ^yfc mens n,aa!s t.Mcaucn.fron, canhiic ihJngsto u hich they haue rou'i' 
lto,>pcd,ii,cicunot]iicaion,butioin.it.ite this care of his and rn ' 
NviL !. hi.n in it . is one of tlic .noil nu bic , and moft acceptable bufinS? 
caiunijoy omkluesin. '^ """cucuvj 

7. \^'l'crcforc S. r,j0m4s doth ripjitly diftinguini the fum^Hnn. ^ l 
A^^iue life into t.o forts. For, fajth he',(on,e Lue thcL f^ ^a^t 
the bare outward ad.on j as to cntcnainc pilgrims, to feruc the /IcL 1 
ro warre; and thefe certaineiyare farrc inferiSur to Content t'X 
flo^y from tnc abundance ot Contemplation , as when our minH .-.'fl ^ 

withthe loueofGod .breaketh.forthilitotheoutwLa^oLTp^ 
reaching , Catechiring, .nnd the like. And thefe arc no on^^^^^^^ 
.hen Aa.n by itfcif . but alfo greater then ContemplatL a LH ct 
rcflca . no fu- the: then icrcIf,aod readies not to the benefiting of "then An 
)cu....f.ndofl.clhUnotneedtoftandinfeare,^ 

u V..UK.ur . eprehendeth in M.rrh. , to wit , fcdiafude an^ ncubU -U, 2 
rA.^...rnhrn Contemplation,^ 

r. wel to.:;eathcr, that Contemplation is a help to the outward work wh ch 
wc .,K.n hand, and rhe outward^work dot'h not hinder Crcmp ct ' 
\cuCl: (-">"^"/^>'''v"y^vel There is a kindof fccuritJeand foiidcon- 
tcr,r„cnt<f mind . uh.ch u^an dcth fometimes fal vpon , fo creit as al 
.v-rM:.cK,p.n.ttobecon,a.edtothelea(U 

, iy:^'r.t.God,andtherofla.mtranquilJitieremayncs not c n'y uhilcarnan 
J| fomane andrec.red, but when lie i. m a^ion , if his action /rocceJc frcn, 

8. Ici nii,.c ovvnc partictil.ir, I am of opinion , .l,.n ll.cy iliac rcfolut to 

n«cfll< cir f ''"^° '^"' -T^""- ^°' ''"y P« God to a kind of 

other. T^.T";-^ """;''"■ '''"'•' " '''^ '*'• '1>4 I'oulJ btftovv v,.o„ 

Aim '^;;?«,^'^"X« '^^""1'"'' Wit), ftorc of money ; .hough, if.he 

An, K be tun.. .•,hc,c rcmaync iiotbing to bis ftatc, nor is be c„c°r i wl.it 
Nf,rft, ',7* ^V'.'"*^/"" ",« '"^7 "'"'" "!>•«" them t.. one of tie Princt'i 

, I n nn I ,'" '" '"""■' "^'* • ""' si"" the infant part ofibat, 
vli'.K.HicirtlHiatbplcniie. ' 

9. Nmv bow fatre.bis kinJ of life goeth beyond al otbet rnflftutes , ap- 
.' ' ' r'l"" ?• *'/""'' """ ''"y ''■« haueginen-oucral bufines,* 

^-.c lumrclMcuo the fpirltu.-.! reft cf Contemplation, ftalfayle notivitl.- 
'U..U. „ o. Che. dutie , it.vvbcn their Neighbours are in fpiritual ncccfliie, 

tbc/ 
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they leaue not their retired thoughts,and runnc to help thcm.Which argumc i.^ 
S,j0!^iiflin\CctU writing to the Monks of the Hand C^^mfm, exhorting them § ^^, 
noito prcfcrre their ownc quiet before ilie-neccflitic t^ftlieChuichiatwhofc »i.* "^ 
labour (fayih he) ifnogood|eople\vouldafl]ft, themfclues would nothauc 
found tie way, Low to cc me into the world. And To we find , that thofc groat 
men among the ancient Fathers often fcrfookc their foliiudes and the dcfci ts 
in which they had continued manie ycarcs, At tliis onlie rcafonj as Tlcodorciin 
hisBookcintitlcd the I\eli^t»usht(tofii reJatethof/w/MW, that when the wicked y.;^ ^^^^ 
opinion of the v^n^wi began to fpreadeitfelf, Dilliop ^cdtius drc\y him from „, hi/l 
his denne, with this pecfvvafion , that fcing hccndured fo much to plcafe God, V'^. 
the bcft way to plcafe him, vras to goc now into the field, and to his power re- '"■•■'" * 
fcuctheChurch, that was in danger. Cbrift,when he asked T'mrthrice,whe- ^^"" ' 
therheloucdhim, bad him alfo thrice fceUe his fbeepe. And God tendering the 
Saliutionof Man-kind fo much as hedcth, experts that al that louehimand 
dcUte to be loucd by him, take t Ws bufines to hart. And of Eufebm he alfo teU 
lcth,how tAmunus wonne him to the likcbufineSjWifliing him to take heed he 
loncd not himfclf more then God, fpending his whole time and induftrie v|H)n ^''*f^''"' 
hifufcifi for ifhe did truly loue God, he would labour to bring manie more to 
loucliim. 

10. Uu. that which he recounts of »///»/;r<(4/«,a very holleman , exprcllcs 
bert of al tliat which wc arc faying. For in the perfecutlon which the Empr- 
mi-ratens tavfed againft the Church , he came like a good Souldicr into the .^(Ir.uie/, 
field, and put himfclfof his ownc accord into the batail,leauin;» tiic wii.lerncs, 
iiiwhichhchadfpcnt great partof his life.And on a time meeting the Tyrant, 
and being challenged by him , what he did among men, being a Monk, he 
Jiifwcrcdvndantedly in thcfc words : Tel mc,6 Empcrour i If I wcreamaydc 
retired in my clofct for modeftic fake, and/houldfeemy faiher's houfcalona " 
burning fiic, were it fitting for me to fit idly beholding the flame ? And if I " 
Oiou!ddocfo.Ifliouldalfobcconfumedbythefire?Andifthou think itcom- " 
mcdablc forfuch an one to runne out,and carrie water, & labour by al meanes '* 
loquench the firci it is that which thou feed me doing:thou haft fee ihcHoufc" 
of God on fire , who is moft truly our Father; and I doc what I can to cruench *• 
it.Thusfpakc ^f'/^M4/*)inthofcday€s;andour9 arc not much betrer,butarc * 
fcftcrcd wuh as much infe<aion now brought-inby SdUin, as was then by 
ytltnt. So that the Religious Orders,whic h now are in great number , and op- 
pofethcmfducs to hisfuric ,do benefit the Church exceedingly , anddcfcruc 
gffat cottimcndation and honour for ir. 
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hlicfio for the moft part vvehauc difcourfcd of ihcdipni. 
lie, vvhichcuerie Religious man purcliafcrh to himfclfbi 
his vcituc i which vcttuc notwiitiftanding Religion itfcj 
abundantly giucth occafion and mcanes to pmchafc. Now 
wc wil confidcr , what bcauiic and cxccllcncic is in the 
whole bodic of Rdi- ion. For it cannot bc,that God iliould 

foliherallybtftow his graces vponcucrie part ihcrof, and 
caiic thcbodicncglcacdi thcooodof the whole being (as ./<n//o//f fpcakech) 
more diuinc.Thercforc wc wiTflicvv,that Religious Orders arc a moli peifeft 
Common-wealth within thcmfclucs. And I infift the rather vpon it becaufc 
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manic ancient I^hilofophcrs hauing ftrayncd their wits to fet dovvncfomcals 

foI.ircfornKofg<)od,Mid.andpcrfc(flgoucrmcnr,nottothccndtobrinfiitto 
clKd and put it in pradifc.but only to draw fuch a thing in conceit , andicaue 

th;.ioj me thcr.^f in their writings, could ncucr bring it to fo much pcrfcdioir, 
as wc /cc praaifed in Religious Orders; but that which thcydifcoutfcofin 
thcjrb()okcs,Comcsfaircnu.rt,ofwhatbythcgoodncsofGodwepo(&IIc. 

^. I-»rrt therefore to cucric man there bdongcth two kinds of life: a natV 
rallikconfiliing of bodic and fuulc vnitcd , and afupernaiurallifeinfufcdby 
Grace a:-.d other cclcllial hibitsi and confcijucntly there be two forts of Com. 
municationamongamenioncin natural, another in fupernaturalthingsfand, 
^ that which nccdlaiiJy followcih , two Common-wealths. For asi.^*/«ilM 
• tcllcthvs,4 a/«»»9rt.TVr4//l;//»o^:;/tfi/r/i/»/if 4 cm^Anlt of mti\.,\^dttiu\Ui\>) 
Ime commm Ud of f.attit, So that i!ic nobler and the more excellent the 
bond IS, m w!uch men agree ( it being the ground of al Communities ani 
Common- wealths) the more noble alfoand more excellent is the Communi- 
tic and Common- wealth ; as the Common- wealth of the !{om4fts, contayning 
the goueiment of the whole world , mult needs be more maieftical then a 
Common- wealth of pefants, or trades-men , if anic fuch be. This our Com- 
luon-wcalth therctorc doihin this one thin;; farrc furpalFc al Comoii-wcahhi 
I ut cucr were , or could be dcfired or proicacd by the i>hilofuphcrs j becaufc 
the good, which IS intended in worIdhcCommon-wealths,iscarthIie and Im- 
mane; the good which is incurs , is Hcauenlic and Diuinciand confqucDiljf 
lurpaHctUal othcf more then anie man can coiKcaue. 

^Anot!.er thing whcrin our Common-wealth cxcellcth,is this. CitiicJ.aJ 
^''//•^^< acknowledgeth.arenot eredted for people only to liue in; for fofas he 
cblcruch)th«re might be a ciitiec;f beads, becaufc they muaiiue, nor only for 
U<:fcnccagamftencmics,norfortiaffickibecaufcfoalConrcdcratsfljouldniake 
Lut one Cittie. The caufc therefore, why Citticsarc built, is, to liue hontftly 
a'HiucI inrhcm. For if cucric one , that goucrncth himfcif by Realbii, d'C 
«h ' '1 vl. ',c (!v;rh for fviuc -nrd end. a Cittic al!o , w hichii athnuMuuch 
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more noble then euetic priuatc man by himfelf , muft intend that which is the 
bcft and grcateft good , which is vcrtuc and honeftie. This is ^rifloiU's dif 
courfe. To what Commou-wcahhthcreforc ( ifoitijioltt himfcjf wcrcaliuc to 
ii„1ae) d.th al this agree more properly, then to Rehgion ? the end of ic bcincr 
nothing but Vertue, & haumg fo manic cafic wayes to attainc vnio itifpecially 
that being ilfo true , whicli he obferucth, that y^^htre l^trtue u „,t tcMUd 
tndlmoHitd dboMC ul other things , tU Oeft ^4tt tljMt is , cdnnot lon^ endure. For r ' y ' ^''' 
where fliil wc find one Commr n-wcaith among thofc of this world , where 
jiowcr, and wealth, and nobilitic , and fauour doc not bearc the fway .* But in 
Religion venue doth not only vfually , but almoft neccflarily, rule al becaufc 
ihey hauc reicaed al earthlie things, the gloric whcrof doth fo much dazic 
pc;*pUs eyes ; finding alfo one thing mote in k, which the Philofophec in 
aaothcr place doth make a great matter of, to wit , that it is a rule amoni; 
Religious Ordcrs.that equalitic or fupctioriiic goes not by riches or bhrnJ 
but by veitue,fo that they that arc equal or more eminent in vertuc,arcrrulv '''*' ^'*^- 
equal or nK^re eminent , and not if they be equal or more eminent then '' *' 
otliers in blond or riches, 

4. Wherefore hauing layd this foundation,as it were a beginning of our 
P ciiiMous Common-wealth, let vs confider the reft of the forme of it, u herof 
there be two parts ; for as ihc bodic of cuerichuing creature confilleth of the 
IcadtJMt nilcth, and of other members that are ruled and obey, fo the bodie ( f 
(iiciieCommon-wcahh hath certain members which belong vnroir, to wit 
fucric particular pcrfon of it; and the head, which be the Goucrnours and M.il TI c n 
jlira s.And to bcginncwiththatwhichis principal, it is nofmalbcneht and -• ^r't 
(ommcndationofRcligiousOrdcrs,ihatiheyarcgouerncdnotbymanie hut '''''' 
b|oneman.Forwhcrasthe<;rcateftgoodthatcanhappentoaCommuni;ic is '"'""^"- 
lobwfnitcd and one within iifcif , it is a much more efrc<5tual mcanes ro main- * ''^* 
tiyimhis vmon.to haue the goucrment in one man's liand, then to iianc it in 
mip.ie; for W it were in manic, to goucrne wel they muft beconiconc by c/^lnr- 
i5when manic help to draw 01 carr/e a great weight ; for ihcycanir.r c^jiiir-or 
draw it, vnlellc they be in fonic fort vnitcd , and in that vnion ai J c .nfocia- 
lion become like to that,which is truly one in icfclf. 
5. Which kind of gouerment wc fee in Nature.For al things depend of oncil 

ihcmctnbcrsofabodicaregoucrnedbythchartialthcpowersoftlxfuulc br 
icafon; the whole world and al (hini',s in it, by one God. It is true , that ir/thr 

command, which one man alonehath oner others, there is this d.mVcr- lean al 
bjing in one man'shand.heturneal to his owne priuatc cnds,by the lircn'Mh 
rfni$povvcr,riches,orambition.Whercforetothccndhemay pnncrnc wel 
J:fmull(as.y.nflwu^difcourfcth at large in hisDircdtion for 'h'c ('oncmunr 
«;fagood Prince) hauc God before his eyes, and endeauour to'briim hi? 
ijbiccts to the obedience, and feruicc, and honour of God ; which how hard 
*j 'nil the world, and howcaficanodaylie in praaife in RciiL-inn who is 
'"frc that doth not fee i. For the principles, which afc m- fl apt to t crutrt 
Jl'fns thoughts and affVaions , and turuc them f.om the true (ermce of 
^J<1 to their juiuatc intentions ( to wit, that we mud cllabiidionr ...cat- 
•5 <lchre,tobcfeared; eut-of the heads and caufcs of confj.iracies; abound 
• I'^a'mc and plcntic of earthlie goods) arc futtheft of al from the leru..ntc 
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«^t G )dibccaufc m thai poorc cftate, there is no gioun J of wealth or picj^ 
v.hcrupontobuihi thcdcfirc of thcfc things. ^ j 

6. And morcottcr it is nofmalhclp,that ihcy thatgowcrncin RdigjoD, ham 
not hing more then the rcft> but their authoritic-, they hauc neither ftatc not 
paUcc.nor attendance, nor fcruants, as Secular MagjHratshaue, which arc 
wonibdih tofecdc and infl.inic ambition, and make it fwcl ; and ambition 
brings with it a! corruption of Goucrmcnt. Contrariwifc the humiliiic of tlic 
^ ftatc of Religion, which the Gouctnours themfclues alvvayesreiayncput; 
rhcm in minde, that tiicy are but like others that arc vndcr ihcm.andthif' I 
which y. Grifl;orif admoniHicth , is pradifcd among theni : They whogouern/ 
conliJci notinthcmfclucs the power of order, but ihcequaliticcfthcircon! 

> dinoni to the end tiicy may not rcioycc in being oucr men , but in bcio - bene. 

> jjual vnto them. 

7. And in this kind our Common-wcaltlis hauc the aduantagcofmoft 
others, bccaufc iha^, which Miftotit cllccmcth bcil in a Com.non-ucahh.ii 
obicriicd in them; to wit , that the Goiicrnours fuccccdc not by hirth and dtf. 
cent, but by clcdion ; being chofcn ihcrunto by weight of their life, and be- 
iuuiour, and wifcdomc. l*or ihcy li.at come to tiieii Goucinicnt byinhfii. 
raiuc, falli'iig vpon their charge as it were by chancCjWhaifocucrthcy bc.thc/ 
mult be tolerated; by whichmeancsmanieCiities h.auccomctocicainiichkf, 
tliC'oiicrnonrsvndoingthemfelucs and others, thiouijh r.iflines, and want ct 
skil. 'I hci^oucrnmentof Religion is free from this inconucnicnccj bccaufc u 
(lofcciuisnotby light vpon anicman,but isgiucn by Voices, r rby othcrlai 
ful power. And wheras in other Common-wealths there is danger in the 
Voices, bccaufc OBiccs and Promotions not being conferred but vpon them 
thu pretend and labour for tliem,C(mimonly he tliat prelleth molt, and fomr- 
limes he that giueth moft money, and makcth moft fncnds, gocth auajfwiifi 
ir: In Religion it isfarrcoiherwifcfor Ofliccsare rather call vpon thcm;that 
decline andrcfufc ihem.Wlieiin, fcing ^nficile himfclf dotlkdirc(ftlyalIirn",£ 
tiiat they who pretend , are euen for that rcafon lelTc wortliie , in rci,ajd they 
ihcw themfclucs to be ambitious and delirous of honour, and fuch people dec 
manic vniuft afts, what is it fit for vs to think? 

8. The fame Philofopher doth giue iliis pertinent aduifc alfo , that th« 
■ po-.vcrofthemthatgoucrnc, nniftbcontJie one fide fo large, that they mui: 

iuuc more ti)cn anicone particular man; nnd yet fo limited, as they munh.uie 
ledctlicnalof them togeathcrj which we fcarcefec obferued inaniewoildh: 
C unmon-wealih. For he that once gets to tlie fternc,doih prcfcntly foftrcnp 
I'.cfi iiimfclf, tharcuer after hccurbes the people at his plcafurc, anddoti 
witii them what he lift. In Religion the foniic of goucrmcnt rcqiiircth, (hat 
asihcyrcceaue their power from thcii" Order, fo it is ftinted and limited by 
the Older, and may alfo be taken wholy from them. 

9. I inally, not tofpinc-out this difcourfc too long, Ictvs fee whatdoiti 
chiefly belong to the duiic of a Goucrnour, in the opinion of this rhilofophf^l 
Tic placcth it in that he make account, that he is fcruant to al his fubicifts.i'^J 

'j^ bend al his actions and thouuhrs, to the benefitting of them. This, f3)thnM 

. wasat fiift tiictcfolutionofcucriegood King;butfcltobccoriuptcJ,nicc[Cly 

by ihccOmDdities \\liithacccmi>3nic tliat place. This which ^rz/^e/Zrihc'^^'^' 
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faythvvasancientlyinvfc, and grew afterwards to be oiherwifc , wefindeft.^ 
jnpradife in Religion. For the Goucrnoursd»)cvvaytc vpon the benefit of thei^* 
fubicds.as feruants vpon their maiftcis, principally taking care for their Ionics* 
anJbcinj; alfo careful of that wiiich belongeth to the bodic,u litn the fubic<fts 
arc at rei(,tJc know not how or which way they arc prouided of i-.ecellaiie food 
andfuftenance , the gouerntujrs watch aniilaU)ur tor them , and cucrie one in 
particular taking no thought at alfor himfclfjthey areconftraynedtobcfolli- 
citousfor al. What is flaueriejf this be noi? By wliich mcancs ilicy are alfo free 
ffonithedangci, which isin Kingdomcsand Empires, Icaft the commodities 
^vhitiiattcnvivpon them, oucrthiow Religious difcipline, bccaufc the I'ouer- 
tic,\\hich Religious men profcni:,cxcitideilialthtfe commodities, ^: bringeth 
manic inc6m;>diiies with ir, & confequently cxdudetii al enuic aiid anibition. 
to. And fo much for the head. If we compare the members one with ano- 
ther, two things concurre to the bcautie and dignitic of Relii'ious Common- 
wealths. I'irft a greatequaiitic of vnequal members, fccondly, as pciftct a crm- 
njunicaiionof althingsainongthen»,ascanbc.Forasa Cittic^wliithhaih not 
fcuetal States and Degrees of thcNobilitic, and meaner, and mi Jo'le fort , of 
tr.!de?-mcn,and others, is but poorly prouided,andneuer able to fubliftand yet 
if this varietic be not bound and linked tORcatiier by participation indiuers 
thingSjit would be in great confufion, bccaufc it could not be anic waycs One, 
biJt,as yIri(iotl( rpeakcth, /i«/ ofm^nie cntwifscffhc Common-wtAib. In Religious ^^-^ 
communities tiic feifsame is fnl as neceflarie, and they cnioy boil) tlicfc pctfcc- va. c. j. 
lions witlunit the incotnmoditicsoppofitc vnto them. 

11.1 or Hi ft, there is an incqiialitic and difference among them in their natu- Dlunfitle 
laldifpolitions and inclinations,intheirftudiesandknov.ledj;c, in their wit & <t Talents, 
fa'jincitic , and. otiier abilities rf their mind and vnderftanding; asinal oti)cr 
t'i)'!!)i^;s thaiaretightlyordered,ihcreiscucr fomcdiftucnccanddiftindtion. In 
liic l.caacn<;,romeftarresarc bigger or IcHirrthen other fome i in this inferiour 
woild.al the beaftcs of the earth arc not of like biuncSjOr ftrength , orquick- 
r.Cj;ihc members of the feifsame bodie hauc a dilfei cace in the honour and bc- 
ncf-ialtus of them, and thatgreatHoufcholdcr hath notdiuided liis Talents 
fc nil) among almcn, but to Come he hath js;i«frt 9m\ tofeme^ nvu\ tofctHf^fme; 
wluth kind of difparitic in Religion , as rtisaltogcaiher necelliiric and very 
Nftful, Co doubtlcs ( if we ccniidcrit wcl) ii cannot thoofc but be a great 
ornament vnto ir, 

11. And to tlie end it may be no occafion of breacii of vnitic and concord , it 
is tempered with fuch admfrablceqnalitie among them, that tlierc cannot be 
atiic thing morelike and cqur^l one u i'.h another , then people tiiatliiie in Re- 
ligion. They goech)athed alike, and al wcaic one kind of ^^Jb't,tl■lCir lodging 
and diet is all kc.andcucric thing els that is outward toihceycbutnnithmorc 
ihat which is inward , agreinginloue, dc participationof good works among 
thcm,of which 1 haucfpoken at large before, and hailing benefit by wha^ foc- 
iicrgood isin the particular Religion of wliich they arc, and inal other Rcli- 
pi usOrdersbefides.Thefcarethe folid comforts of a Religious life, whcriii 
•here is no difference betwixt the learned atid ihc vnleamcd , betwi:<t tlie 
wifcft and the ignorantcft man among them. S.,yfpg C 

J^. Why therefore may wc noi fay of them, a$ 5". ^Hguflin fayd of a Ciitje (^n*K.t. xi, 
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wclguucvncd.thac they arc al like a confort of Mufick, where diucrsNT 
combiucd togcacher make a melodious harmonic < Pot what Cittic 7 k 
Icngc this propcrtic with more right then Religion , where there is fud." 



tic oFperfons. line ked togcathcr with fucli concord and dircorr& wou^*'^-^' 
.aion.>ror ifthcconnexion of natural thin:^s is bclutif^ 
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iiablC(iiruropo...„.„.u. .. "■"•"•mcxiuiior iiaiiiiauiiin>sisl!cjuiifiilji,J j 
mirablc.by tofon of ilicdcpcndciKic,»vhicli they hauc ,V one anothrri. i, 
motion, fr<„„,he M ;o tl.claft. finding tl-elike^onneinln.; gX^ 
gouemcJ vvuh tea on.it muft needsbe the more beautiful and deeent tl cm " 
perfcaandnoblethenatureofthemlMndconfeciuently.if.hedifSS 
o.der of thofcnfenonr thmg^brecd delight in whofoe^r doth beho S 

.hefemuft needs breed muchmoreinpradiifingthchke order andeoS 
Orf^t r f •'", ''J"*'^""'".""»8;"cd a kind of Harmonie in ,he SS 
2}}l(J' " ""r^'' t'^ir motiom fo wel ordered,* foconftan.lyobS 
he fe f«me coutfc and d.aance.doth exprefle a kind of Mufical cocen 3 
r va...,„,Rehgious Ordetsdo fo liuely .'eprefen, the fame . tha f" e X 

l.|. ■nally,theperfeClconmiunica;ion of a! inward and outward, hi J 
u ..ch I „,cnt„>ned before. „., bod.e drawing anie thing from the reft t^ I 
mvneparccu! ,.-. ,sa„ exceeding grace and ..rnament to this KeliRionsCom 
.on-«.al,Mna.o.dutKre..l^^^ 

hai .t wa. the maync ,h„,g which l,e required in the Common-wealth uhich 
.e .e,uah„u. t.hune, as I fayd befo're;b«t it ncuer could he htoi l" 
p.i.l< ,1 ame Comn.unu.e but n. Religion, i.him «r./i/?.„„doth hichli com- 

iV , ;n ' ' rr^l'f^)"'' '"^Jl""' bcenthe vudoing of mankind. And it 
I ,.clt.,K-,rcatc»kc,ucncc,not«nly bccaufci.isanenidentfoneofVnion 
t , 1 1.""' "",";"'"" P«'."«;l> »"J no,nin.,-,h it,andcu;ie?h.ofal,m!. 
old, llc.a;,m,w„J,t,edcl,,e<.f particular thing,.whicheuerieb.-diecan. 
o<^M,„y,„a,.tto breed. Anlbch.lts .his communication..!,eKbcf„ marie 
o I e. UKancs and waye^ to breed .,nj elbbiiil, perfcit conco.danJvnicn 

n »t;n,a,,K.bad.e,,butnotmanieharts.They,hatway,e,&tlu.le.l.;tare 

rcloath ^T'y1^'^?T'^ 

n, I , i^h, ' T "'•''■ '":'f ■'" '""" ^ "'-' "f 'if'' There is not n„uct.ie 
■ ;^o,,„V' ,""""' f "'••^'"l'"l'lenes. There be title & greatam<,.,q tl.em.ac- 
• mU ?. , "'f"V^ '"" '? °"''' «""<=.''>« no man fees -hat) I Ic that is 

du ul works olGod,,l,a>At„./;,,fc,„^/,,;-,„,y-,,;,,„,.j„,,,„^,-;;i,„i,|-, 

fi^e^^^.llr"!', '"-if "''',"■ "'f '"••"'<= were but one. And our Lord hin.fcif 
rt ,, / 7 ,' '"t'-" i»f '«"'-" . as ofnpton.ife of great account : irf 

in ./,l ■''■ '"'"'"^=''^'^''Si''"'"»''»'lf''"ibedvni..vs.con(lini; 

n,„ ' '; "' ''■""' ■•''' f'" '''■■ •""' "' iHo.herlike loueand v.,i..n, alcon- 
,.„ ,. 1,"':" ■^ ".'"'"■•5''''""'l"'al('"!;a$itwereone(liouMer,b»uhichni«- 

•-;i's-yfe^"."7;;^w:;t;:r''"'"°^^ 
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IIo^v much honour Rc/igious Orders hauc done 

to the church of God, 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

' itt'n I'^dCidyf on A I'tl^c^nnei he h il<len\4nil thc^ l^h not M C4ndlt ^ 
4Uil[ut tt vud(r 4 bHihtly hut rpon a candlfflu/- , that it may glue 
lr^.'>f fo 4/ ilut he in tht hQuf> . Vcrtuc hath this propeitie, that it 
bcvvraycth itfcltby the li.;ht which it hath, no lc(?c tlien anic 
other lii;hti and tlic more pcrfc(^ it is, the m rcitdoihlhinc 
abri aJ. Wliichific be true in cucric particular man that i? 
vcrtiious, how much more true is it, when mani" vcrtuous men ioyne togca- 
thcr , ami make one Corporation and cittie i VVc may iiiftly tlicicforc fay, that 
Kci!i;i;>n is a Ckuc {/heed vftjn 4 hil , botiibccaufc it is compoundcdof fcucral 
jfifonsasaCii.icis, whciofwe banc fpokcn .ilrcadie at Jarj'c in ihcprccc- 
jicnt Chapter; and it ifi fcatctl inan enrincnt and loftic fituatioii , to wit, jii 
ill tl.c top of Eiiangciical PcrFcdtinn , which al, thathaue nc;t arriued to Co 
lii,Ji a pitch, but rcmainc in an infcriour cfbtc, muft needs admire , and lift-vp 
ticirc)cs,as to people that arc aboue them. And coijfcquently the Citiic 
itlcir being fo nnbic , and fcatcd morcoucrvpon a hil , fo tiiat it cannot be 
liiJdcn , but miiit needs be in the eye of eucrie boJic , al the <;loric , and 
foinmci-.daiion , and woith, which ithaih, muftalff rcdoundc to tliegloiic 
and coiDincndaiion of the whole Church , whcrof it ij a parr. Ft r which 
(ur»(Idcrati<in S.Orreoric Xj:{>afi-^(n callcih l{elr:^inir /'f'Y-/.-, tit ft, 'J (rmts if cur 
huioui's llAk,, pilUvi, 4ndc>oW'its oj l4iih^4ndpir'ioin m4f2,4rii<. And V. Hie- 
wm: CiYijitily tht Ofdtr of Mot)f;^i^AndVirzin^^ii tht {l \Y9f ^ tnd ,is li Wtie^j>r(iiou( 
Itoif^ini'ji'y tie ornaiHcnrs of iht Clmnh. Mc fa)th a ReIi.;ious courfc is both a 

riowci, an.laPrctiousftone,decIarini;intl.concthcbcauticorthat(bic,and 
Jii iliL- (>:!,cr,thc preatcfteenK* and value, which i? morcouer to be made of it, 
20'! tiic Ik he Church partakcili of them both. For the di,;nitie and bcautic of 
liiis iilc J ;thboth exceedingly comfort, and dclight^and cncoura'^cihc Faith- 
ful.and confound the Aducrlarics ihcrof. Infonuich that tha: great Champion 
ofilic Caiholick Faith S\ .y/w:;f.f/m, in the bookc which he wrote of iI.c7V/4>;- 
ntncf ihi Church, among other arguments , w hich he brinies to difproiic the cr- 
loursofthcManichces, againft whom he penned that trcatife , he inHfletli 
mainly vpon this,that in the Church, there Ihal be fuck nuihitudcs both of He- 
Jfinits Ic.iding a folitaric life, and Monks liuing in common togcathcr; and dc* 
kiibingthtirmanncrofconucrrationatlargc,atla(lheconcludcth,asit\vcre, 
urauingtheManichccs inthefcwordstOppofeyourfclueSjifyoucan.youMa- 
i»!chccs, againll thefc ; behold them \\ el , and name thcin if you dnrc without 
ly||v^anl with fliame enough. Compare their fading u ill) your faftinp,chafti- 
»'c with chaftitic, cloathing with cloatbi-.i', f.iicV.ith fare , modcllie with 
n'^^!( Uic.chatiiie with chiriiic,and,ih.ii which :n pomih n:(dl orders with 
cr.Icrs. * 

i. S. Utmtict ludinian , a man rcnov. ncd ftr learning ^\v\ famJ^itfc, 
"aiJulcthihisfcifsamcfuUcift yet nioic copioudy^and dcferncth to hauc his 
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\viiolc dilcoiir(c fct downc at l3ri;c.Hc faych thus- A.« i — " -^ 

l^^licklauh^.s thcIii,in:^of the laithful in coZ' n^n '^*'"'*«^'hcC>. 
ythchfcoNhc.ntlucconcc.nnin,ti,cvanl^^^^^^^^^^ 
. b ndon.n ; the plcafurcs of tt>c flcj, , an J Pi-omifV of "'?!'' T'^ • '"^ 
dchcatc thc.nlclucs to God in the Cloi krs of Mr 111'?'^ '"'^ ^°"°»^ 
o|a voIunt.ine feruicude j:or .vho ca.uj. c otLr vif^^ 
I)iu.^c,^o^di,c^andwifdomcv^^pcaklb]c bciS in • ^ '^'^' ^n^cxtolthc 
, both cxc. in,thcflovvcrofthciryo^u:th. S^^^^ 
. thc,r bod.c,(vvMmming In abundance of car^hlicfubftt t /^^PT-^^f ' 
^^ ^c'/ionof hod5.aad viayard.^aiidhoufcj andfcr.anV, .n iV W'"^''<^pof, 

nic noble friends and kinsfolk willin 'ivn? .nn * ,^''°"°"'^^^ 
;;rhcprided.tof,tofotfakealSS^^^^^^^ 
,/«tccofourSauiourChrift,bycxercircoFob;dience^^^l .^^^^ 

that in . nuncr isaftcangeV v'nto thcn'roS^^^^^^^^^^^ 
,,nKnordmariIydoe.andbcyondchecomnionSonon^ 
arf-cdionwhidnvchauc as children doth not fX^'^'''''''"'^""" 
be^:;ocvs.& brought vsinrothev:n'bctcof^^M^^^^^^^^^ 
i^.n^^^'^^Hy inbredinthchartsofmcn, do h nn^^ , X^^^^^^ 
^, act.c,a our kfndred,al ourplay-feilo vcs,al ou 'f^Sn 1 ^^"^ 
,/oi;ocdvvchvich(hangcr,^otraucIintoVarrccor^^^^^^^ 

not for 1 ycarc.or two.oithrce,b.it al ourhfe rirT f ' ='"J v.lb.c-, 

" to fuftcr hun :cr and t hirft, cold ad naked r °[o"''ovvncrrcc choice 

•^vvatcl.n^,nnd.3ain:,and d^ o^^b^^^ 
;; ccvu.d,n,atuhichi.grea.crchcnai;M;iS^;-^^ 
;nvnew.lJ-'oinaturcitfclfinriccrh,cuftomct" Ict"^^ 
"Ioucor^o<Klcon,panicdrawcth co.nmorc^. rr^^'r?''' ^' '>'''' ^'^•'^^^ 
- con.,c. fan-on of .-c v>Ic at homr \, 7rr u c ^'^'.^^V^"'' » ^"J tl>cAvc. 

;;r|cb.dic,hathJcl;n^Si:^^^^^^ 

''thccon1panicofhi.kind;^d,to^a'.cc;co^• u o ''^ 

^ Plc.furc in chcni.and to follow the incUiat on of I ^'""'^'^^'T' ^"^ 'f ^^ '"« 

' <cc ihc quite con raric lAcd it n n^^. ; i '^'^ '^^^'"^ ^> ''• »ut when wc 

'tainkt^lvlcdg ofTc'SncI^^^^^^^^^^ 
••andftr..n.^hopeoffnui^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
••i'g'uofFa'ich.'whlchsS^^^ 
" this Faith, of which we fucaL I.! ^"^;^^C""'c Dot tothepo/Icfnonol 

'•whoharh;nercieon:\a^\t^,r:ra"^^^^^^^^^ 

*'^r.^^"l'g'""cdwiththcfpIcndou fchi .^^^ 

•' '"'f 'c endured for Chi ifl fie imor fon . » ^auc with moft ardent ch^- 

'• ^J«rncs of this Faith hauc^ Ic hh. ^r ^ '*'^' n^"'''°^^'^ » ^"^^^^^ 
'^«^>"3acnc.,thcrnto cd^^^^^^^ 

" ^^^'^^ i>^ ay c r to labour u thl.^ M^n^ of God , to giue thcmfclucs to 
" ^".sCac.Uuh chira/of rn^l r ;^ '''»^^. andtoartcmbic 

" ^-"c the fccrc a c nm of ^^^r^^^,?"'^ where abroid . anJtooucr- 
''ri . t:„v vn<lc ooTthf/r ''""''; i'^."'^^^^^ Infpired certainly by 
c)C5 , and other plcafuics , and of nridc of 

life. 
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life. They fiw that men did dayly caft ihcmfelues hcadlon ; vpon vice 

neglcdthcLavv of God , contcmne his commandments , follow the plca^ [^ 

furcs of prcfcnt delight , and giue ihemfelucs whojy to canhlic lucre , nan- „ 

iitoric honour , hurtful diihoncnic , and fccular cares , which niake the " 

loucrs of thc(n grangers to God & to thcmfclucs,and breed an aucr/ion fro/n * 

alvcrtuc. For , iighi and darckncs, vani:ie and tiuth, veituc and vice, t! c ,, 

joiiCofGodandohheworld.thc works ofihcfleni andofthe fpirif,ihe ioycs [' 

ofthislifcand of the life tocome, cannot mcctcinonc, nor ftand trgcarhcr. '[ 

Wherefore to the end they n)i-hi doc God the fcruice, which is due v,„„ |,,„,* 

andcarbc the paflions of vice, which continually boyle-vp from the ftin" of ,, 

finnc and itching flcfli , and bridle their ownc wil , from which eu^iie 1' 

beginning of finnedoth rcceaue nourilhmcnt,forihe Icucof Ciirifl they hauc ," 

deliucrcil thcmfclucs oucr into fuchpfifons. By thefc laudable intentions, by ." 

ihismanncr of liqinp, our holic Mother ihcChurch isglorifycd. For cuen in " 

tiicfciimcs, in which we fee iniquitie abound, and the charitic of manic to ,', 

grow cold .there w ant not fomc, who trcade the fooifteps of the hoiic Fatlicr v, !. 

though not with fo i;rcat fcruour of charitic, asthcy. For there be fundi ie 

Congregations of the fcruants of God, wliich though they be in their habits ,'. 

di/fcrcnr,dilfercnt in their confiitutionsandcercmoniej. yet labour with one [. 

jnJ the faincintcntion of glorifying God, and gay ning their Neighbour ,r.nd „ 

lor the faincend ol comin- to their I Icaucnlic countric. O how manic of both " 

^fxcs , in this great multitude of feruants of Chrifl diflfufed cucrie-whcre * 

alnioft throughout the whole world , arc eminent for fan^itic ? Mow manic " 

fitten thcmfclucs with iingulardeuotion, and continual prayer :■ How manic " 

atcconfpicuous for hcroical vcrtuc ? Some arc rare for humilitic , others for ' 

condant paticocc,othcrs (or puiiiic of mind, others for zcalc of li'^htcufnes ' 

ethers for the louc of God and their Ncii;hbour , others for th'cir rinriilar " 

jichcinincnce in Religious C(,nucrfation.Alofthcmlabonr without ciuivin- " 

die another , without piidc of hart, according tothc mcafurccf Faith and " 

ct the Grace , which isgiuen them , to ple.ifc God, to profit davlv, aiul to " 

hcape-vp gay nes of the Talents , which arc lent them. 

J. Thus farre S. lufliman; whcrin he hath difcourfed fo largely and fo " 
tl.qucn.'ly.thatwcfiiahiot need to fay anic move of this point but only 
a^rcablc to thefenfc of ihcfc h<Wic Fathers , applye the faying of the Ilolie- 
GnoatoReligious people, where liefaythby his Prophet : / haueframtd ,lus rf ,^. 
\t:fU jcrmyfelf-ihy siul ncoum r«y prayfr. For who haih framed this people 
roug u fron, a farrc-of , as there it is fayd , and gathered togeaiher from the 
ymolt bounds of the earth, but God, who commandeih /.;/;/ to shme from 
Vl r" '^r '"^v'^^M'»"'pofcisit framed, but to rccoumhisprayfe ?Thisis 
t cbufincs of Religious people ,u>t only becaufe they /i„g and proclaimc his 

Fyresw.ththar mouth, and f,.eakeofhisglorietoa! men. butthev recount 

"Cfiiby thcrverie life and conuerfation. For as a curious picture 'or what 

'ocucr excellent pcecc of workmanlhip, doth filently tel vs , how rare the 
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of the honour , 'jv/'/c^ is done to KeYigious people, 
(ucu in this lif^. 

C H A V. XXX VII. 

VR Lord fpakc a w. rd by Lis Prophet , wliich he hath 
ahvaycs inadd good : VV-v.'-fMPr 5'ui /;ortc«r mt , Mv</ ^U/y 

: htm \ Ami tbeytlut conicin.t me, ih-il Oc i;;<oi>ff. Rtligiouj people 
thci cforc employ in; tlicmfducs fo wholyin fcckingihcgloiif 

' ,f God, that ii is their whole civ'canour to humble and abifc 
ilKMirciicstoiiiatcnd,uc may with rcafon think, that the Diuincgooilncj 
hath alf) hada luriicularcarc to liomuir this Aaicol" lirc , and to ciuc itfuch 
bcauticand i;ra'ic, as (hould be admir bic cucn in the eyes o\ men. For the 
nr.Mi.ifc, u I'lv h w c rcaJc in tljc Pioucrbs ofihc fviiit ii( Wiftdomc, wasfo be 
fuli.lcd in thcni :ru{i tf,4H(ht W/l fxult tha \ thou slali bi ^jjcr^fyd by .fM^n 
/'. M ih.tli !,wi e^nbr^tuil Ityit Wiliini to ilj htJilAU addni(,u of e^tAKS^indfrttdl 
t!hcv>:'>J»"'d^ c» lV'/f.<.';^/'/,aiiioir: .iil-.circafonsu i-.icli hcbrln;ciiitomoiic 
nc >pK to lldi.-ious c< urfcs ,doth not llicl; to vfc ihi^* ; tiiat chcy , that eiufr 
iiiiu Kcli.i n,lhal be glorious cucn vpon earth ; liicir fiicnds wil mikcgtcat 
ac connr of thciD^and \ fc their help and intcrccffion in their behail, andlmiiiili 
ti.c-n with ncccdai ics, .s valiant fouldicrs, c'i inuitc than iiomc to their hoiifcj, 
andcnirrtainctlKniic.yrullyasAn-elsofGod,and(astheAp>)fi:cri.cakcth) 

as Christ hiiufclf. n ,r 1 l • • • 

2, And ifwcconlilcrilic nature of the t1ingitrclf,wcfi)3lhad, that itis.-n 

amamicrueccnaiic,itlhouldbcro.lorfi.ll .^n/Wf layth t.ulv,that.hct.uc 
ri'.und< fho<iour,i^goodncs; and the ■.rcaierthc goodnes is, the greater ho- 
nourisducvnto it ,^and conllqucntly Vertucis the onHcthin:,u inch witi 
rcafon wccinthink to be worthic of honour-, and in hkc manner thcytlij: 
haiic vertuc. Pcop'c that arc m.bic and rich in the world, and banc gtcit 
power , hauc but an outward kind < f woiih and cxccllcncic, inci.mpaiiionct 
ii)cm.t hat hauc vertuc a-.ut the rcafon.why ihcy arc vulgarly more honoure, 
is beiaufc the vult'ar fort of people niakc account , that there is no other gooj, 
biK ihefccxTcri.Jur things. This is Ariftotlt's difconrfc-, whcrof it Niovvctn. 
ii,at not <-nly the wifcr f.ic , but the vulgar alfo, if they hauc anic conc. 
what true Vertuc is, muft needs honour it farrc more , then anic out^\ . 
thin- i and confemicntiv^if Vertuc be fo plaync and confpicuoiis , t'^J " \; 
bodic nuill needs fee it , they cannot but bcarc great refpea vnto It, and Dcii^^ 

it Aiih-rcat veneration. Religious perfection is ot this natuic. ^^'" ' '' 
c.n:ncn't Hkc .f life , feucrcd from the ordinarie courfcs ^^'^'"-"'ir^'y J 
a.vl ful of I'v, fc orders and pi jic-lilcs , which muft ncccllarily i^c aJmin 
to tie hc'io/er^ lor the grcacrr part of the world being 
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fihigh-flownc abouc them, that they do_c not ooly.not fcckc after cartlihc 
tfcings.butcontemneanddcfpifc them. Which contempt is not fecrct in the 
mind and liart only, biuis to be fecn in their v.jric habit .md whole louii'c , f 
life, fo that cucric ordinarie man muft needs difcoucr it, and nttdtsno 11 cat 
rcllcxion to make him in loue with it, "^ 

j.Secondly.ihcnecrc relation which they hauc to God, being confccrated ^'^' ' 
tohini, and deaJingfamiharly with liim, as his donicftica! fciuants, vr ratiicr '" ^" 
friends, doth naturally breed a -rcat veneration towards them. In fomuch "1" ' 

thatvvcfcejhat it hath ahvaycs been thccuftome, not onJy among Chriftians \oZ 
but among InHdcls, and thofc that hauc not had the true knowicdge of God* 
to deale with more rcfpect with them, that hauc particularly denoted themi 
felucstoihcfciuiccofGod.ilKn withanicothcrs. For as there is no nation fj 
barbarous, butdcth in C< me fnt acknowledge , that there is a Soucraicnc 
Nature fo powerful , tha: a: g 0.1 things are to be asked of it , and punilhment 
apccicd for offences commiiied, in v\hichrerpcathey worHiip that Nature 
nith particularities and ccremtnics , fo there is no bodic, that doth not think 
tliat they are particularly to be rcfpcetcd and rcucrcnccd . that haue patticul . I 
relation to that Nature i and fo we fee the pradlifc of al Antiquitie. F.ir,as wc 
rcjdcinC^/'fAi.it wasacuftomc in i4:g>pt,that thcPrieftsftiouldbemaimay- G.u , 
ncdatthccommonchar-c which was thcreafon , why their pofleftions were 
not taxed , nor fcazcd in that dearth. And nt l{otne net only the Priclh , but the 
Southravers, and diners other infeiiour Sacrificers, were in fo nrcat vcne 
mion, thatihofc Ottifesbcinginthcguifcof the people, ihcy were fturht 
I'ter and confeued with great concourfc and emulation •, and it was held to 
be fo worthic and magnifical a funaion to Sacrifice , that when the Kincs 
v.crcputdownc, and thenamcof a King was foodhms amont' them that 
nc|tlung m..re , ,t rcmayncd notwithftandingto the Prieft without cnuie or 
mU. And wc reaJe thatthcPrieft cf lupnerboiQ fuch C\v,w that pcopic ^'^^'I''' 
l^xkcd vnto him , as to a Sancftuaric. Forlf aprifonerfd at l,is f.tt he was " ' '" 
irataiuy lelcafed i and if he wercguiltic, he was pardoned. The r,f/jl i'„ wt "^* ' * 
s-hich among them were as our Nunnes arc among vs ) uere held to be fo n.""," 
Uie , that no bod.c muft touch then . and they had two Serecants went -'^n.. 
al.vaycs before them; and if by chance .hey had met anic man that had been 
gomg to execution, he was prcfcntly fct at Hbcitic. And to fpeake ofthefc 

ourdayes ; u hat honour and power do net the /4/>.,i,4vi ycald to I heir /;o«-. 
wliotmitating ciicricthing, which our Monks profc/Ie ( but Ch./Htie .ml 
* rcuous bchauiour ) their habit , and /ingin-^ , ind liuing in co, 



«'ic like arc reported to be in fo great veneration, that the/ arc hkc 

r 'v^^t'-'^'r"'"^ '*''"'i' '•'% •■"> '" ' '"•'""" '^»»"J "f^''"" ^'"cand 
a V y K.ngdomes at their pieafurc. And to conclude, itis in.ft certain 

^c ted them clues to this Nature , and this opini.n is bred n- t 
; ''on of others , or by law , or ftatutc . but by the ii -href] 
^; ho'it ame teaching or inftruc^in^ ; which general confent <d 
- '^'n u.utfccucr it be . is to be accounted the voice of Na 
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4. 7;hcrcforc,irnotonly ihcfoolifli but wicked Supcrllitionandbeleffof 
falfc Gods was anc icnily , and is yet Co powerful in this kind, ccttainly ihctrw 
Religion, and vvordiipofthctiucaud Soucrai;.;ncGod,n)uft nccdcibcmucli 
jnoic powerful. lor ihcgrcater know Ic.igc andcftccmcChriftianshaucnovy 
of tlic great Maicfty of God , more tlien the Infidels had of their falfc Godt 
cannot but breed alfo a greater veneration ofihcm, th.u arc nccttofogr<ati 
God. 

5. Wc readc of S. Dmimil{^ that the more he did humble himfelf the 
more cueric bodie , cuen Cardi nah and the Pope himfelf, did refpcft him; and 
the common people did honour him fo much , that they thought ihcmrcfufj 
happicjifthey could but comctor;)cakc witii him, or touch hisgarmentjand 
cuciicbodic didcut-of pcecesof his garment , and kept them for rdicks, fo 
that hi'ivppct weed vvasalwaycs cut-of by tiic kncc^. And w lien his Friais.io 
cafe him of that trouble, would hinder the people , from fo continually pulk; 
himby thecoa.e, he bad ihcmlct them alone, faying: iheymuft fatisfycthd- 
dtut)iion. 

6. W hen S,Yrdtjcis hapncd to come into anietowiK, people thronged fo 
tluckabout him, that he was in danger fomctimes to be opprtlli^d-, and one? 
he Oooci (lil, andgauccucric bodie, that wtuld , his hand and his garmtmto 
killir. Hisconjpanion admiring at it, asked, when he uaspriuate withliim, 
wiiat lie nicant todoc fo. ^.Irancn anfv\ercd him ■, Know , Hroihcr , thattlitj 
fiau*- notilonc mc the hundredth part of the honour , which is due vntomt. 
VVIiich anfwer troubling him more then before , he gauc him this rcafon : Be* 
caufc ( fayd he) people honour not mc,but God in mc,vv ho gauc nic al the good 
andal the Religion that is inmc. And it is notthe vulgar only that honourRc- 
ligious people , but great Princes and Monarcks , as Ceti^jitifinc honourtd 
S>. .Anionie y the I:n)perour Oiho S. 1\omi4al({i*( ^ comingtofcc him itihiscelif, 
and vouchfafing , as great a man as he was, to take a lodging vponhij hard 
couch. 

7. When S. 7y/^«r«i was fcnt into frdrtct by y,nf«^r/»r/,r/o>«t whowasiHe 
greatcrt Fauorit , King Tlmdfbtri l)ad , prcfcntcd his fonnc and al bis 
wealth vnto him ; and afterwards betook himfelf alfo to W\i Monaftcric, tothc 
aftoniOinicnt of al France. And King Thco(Ubtrt himfelf went fomc daycs 
iourncytovilittliat ncwcompanic of Chrill'sSouldicrs; and when he cant 
tliithcr, mdhadmadeancndof hiidcuotionsin the CJJurch, going into ilc 
Monalicrie, he call himfelf vpon the florc before the Monks,la) ing hispmplc 
K*>\ es and his Royal Maiellie vndcr the fcetc of pooiebcggcrlikc men; & be- 
fi cching they would vouchfafc to admit him into their Companic{forfou«tc 
ins words ) and inrolc his name anjong theirs; and benowlng ni:in.cricnpi«- 
fcntsofgold and filuer for their Chtnch ornaments, Iw departed, thinkm:; 
that Cod liad donehim afingularfauourin furt'cring him to fee and conuffic 
w iili thofc fcruanis of his. 

8 Aad of later vcares , in ihc fame Kingdomc, wlien liwis the Eleucntlibv 
much cnticaiie , aflifted by Pope Six'us the Fourth his command , got J"|^''J* 
c« or 1'.r(W., to c.)ine vnto hini from thcfurthell parts of C>/46*M, how louin;;^r 
an! leficafully did he entcrtaine him? how much ioy did the whole Couj: 
and Kingdomeof I'rance cxpredcat thccomingoffo pooreand contcmpi"'''^ 
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initn>Soihatit was apparentinhim.that ihcexcellcncieof a Rcli^joiis life, 
(jothofcimes ( as y.C/;r;/e//imedifcourfcth ) make pcoplcih.u arc hornccbftu- 
rcly and meanly in the world , and Ii.hI remained in obfcuritic if they had not 
forfaken ib.c world, by chungeof their ihtc of life become honourable in the 
light ofthcin,that before did account them bafe. 

9. y. ^f/fw/^^ wasfchoolemaifter to jlrcdcUus fonnc to the Emperour 
ThtoJofiM , and w as fofarre out of his fauour, that he was faine to fly , becaufc 
hcvndcrdood that ^rcjtluo had plotted his death. But manic yearcs after, 
when it was kn.iwnethat he had betaken himfelf to the feruicc of God in the 
wildernes, Atcddtm then Emperour writ an huiuble letter vnto him.conimen- 
dinghiinlelfand his Emphc to his prayers, ./^r/irrtini certainly was neither more 
learned, nor mure nc.blctiicn he was before; rather al the credit and renowne 
which he had gotten in the world, was now forgotten. How then came he to 
this new honour, but by the Religious courfc which he did profcirc? 

10. Wc might bring manie other ancient and modcrne exam^jlcs to the fame 
purpofe ; but to be brief, wc \\ if conclude this whole difcourfc with a notable 
icltimonie of Cii/?/4w, who fay th,t hat the promife w hich our Sauiour made of an 
IhndftdfoU, is fulfilled in the reward oftheprefent honour, which Religious 
people hauc in this life. Thcfc arc his words : Doc not they , I pray you, that 
fcruc t)ur Sauiour faiihfully,moft manifeftly come by that Hundredfold grace 
by this, that for his names fake they are honoured by great Princes j And 
though they feekc not after humane glorie, yet they are venerable,cuen in the 
tflli(5iit)ns ofperfccution,to alludges and people in authoritie, though other- 
wife their meannes might hauc been perhaps contemptible euen to people of 
infcriourcondition,byreafonof the bafcnes oftheirbuthor fcruil condition, 
itihey had remained in the worKhWhich we may cuidcciy proue by thcexam- 
p!c(f Abbot /o/)rt , who rcfivicth in the wildernes which bordercth vpon the 
lowne called Lj/c/o. For being borne of very meanep.irentage,hcisgrownefo 
adniirahlc to almofl the whole world for Chrill his fake, that the Lords of this 
world who by reafon of their gouerincnt are ten ible)eucn to Kings and Prin- 
ccSjdoc honour him as ihcir Mailleriand craning anfwer from him fromcoun- 
trics afarrc-ofdoe commend the ftate of their Empire, their fafcgard, and the 
eucntsofwarres, to his merits and praycis. Thusfayih C4y?;4ff. To which we 
mayaJdc, thatthisisthe trueft and grcatell honour ofal the honours which 
aicgiucn in this life to men. For when odicrj arc honoured in legard of their 
power, or I Ju ir wealth and i iciies, the honour is not fo much giuen to them, as 
to thtir riches or their power , in regard of fomc con^mnditie or reward, 
whicii people hope fro them. Ihit in a Religious ftate.where thcic U none ofal 
tljiSjCtriainly u hatfoeuer rcfpc(ft is drnc tlicm,con»cih wlioly from the bcau- 
'ie and vcrtuc of the St.iic iiklf. In which kind there hapned a remarkable 
ihingio/o/./i R{C4nwal racifcan-Friar, as we readc in their Chronicles! Ic was 
^t\d tf) he the learnedil mar. of hi^ timejand reading a publick Lcc'tuic of Diui- 
"i'ic ill thePopc'spallacc,eucrie bodie had fuch an opini'ti of his learning, that 
tf'iilcs others ofal forts that came vntf) him, mmie Uilhops and Cardinals 
rtfoitcd to heare him ; and they were wont to rife-vp and Ihnd bare , as he 
paTed through the fchoolc to l.isCliaive. It hapncd that he was made Arch- 
Ihihrp of CAnttrhttrte , an*l coniinued notiviildUnding his Reading; and then 
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none of tlic Caidinals would ftirrc for him.becaurc before (they faidlchcvh 
nourcdVcrtue in him, whcrin ihcy acknowJedgcd thcmfclues to beSil^ 
fcriours jbut now they might be thought to honour himinrcfpedof hiidij! 
nitic, vvhecin they were abouc him, *' 

n. True honour therefore is that,which is grounded in Vcrtuejandinthe 
State iifelf, and this is the bcft and foJidft foundation. For if Religiom people 
ruftcrfometiniesbyflandciousand reproachful reports and fpcachcs itisbm 
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Difcipies al others : Iftl^eji hdue perfttuiedme , they wd ptrftcutt j^it^ and giucth 
this reafon : btCAnft tht fcrudnrn ti9t ^rcdttr tben Ins mdiftt ; as who would fiy 
Jic that vvil be my true Difciplc, and true rcrua«t,muU vndergoc the like. 

u. Wherinwc may behold the wonderful wifdonic of God, and his pro, 
uidcnccouervsdifpofingfo, that wheras thecxccllcncicofthisftaicisappi. 
rent to moft men, and honoured by them as it dcfcrueth, he would not but 
that there Ihould be fome , whofliould not fee it, but becroHc foraetimej to 
Religious people , to the end we and others might benefit ourfelucs bf it. 
Forifalfliould fct Religious people at naught, no bocfie could haue anic be- 
nefit by vsi if al fliould loue and chcrini vs,it would alfo lurne to cur great pfc« 
iudicc. Inthconcthcicforc God had an eye to our good , in the other to the 
good of our neighbour; and tcmpcrcth both fo , that our life ( according to the 
faying of the Apollle) might match, as it were, by certain fteps anddegieei, Jj 
(itoriedrKiij^nibthtie, by infamie &gecd repott.O' we ourfelucs at rh(n.yiffir^ind)tt 
/^loiv/a; .i: feducen^ and jtr peop'eof trmk And yet though we ou^ht to be thu! 
armed on the li^ht hand , and on tl.c left, that , which we h.iiic faNdand pro- 
ncJ, icmaincth vndoubtcd, that cucn the world doth honour this Stateabcuc 
Kingdomcsan 1 Empires. /fW/> fonncto King f/.i;/fioF France vndciflocd it 
wcl, whonic we mcndoncd before. For abandoning the inheritance of'forich 
a kini;domc,andentring asiiong tie rrancKcan-Fuars , as! chad much and 
long dchrcd, one of t: e Friars of the fame Order cornin;vnio i.im to con- 
.uvatulatc him, among other thinj;s,fayd, that he had that day highly honou- 
ted chcOulcr by his eutring into itj but LtWis teplycJ : Xu ratl.tr,l am thu </j; 
mirthcnturtd by tbif Habit, 
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^fdffltdfunlnts if a 1{gUgi9Uj curft oflift'^dndtht'mptdmenn^w'kbMrt'Wtntf 
•UHttt thu in f bj ixdmplt cf the Chddrtn tj iftdtl goino^ out of ^j^ypf, 

NthcdcJiucrirof thcTevcf fromtheSeruiiudcuf ^S)f' > nnil their long 
and Uboiirfomc percj;rination tothc dcfitcd Land of IToiui/c, God an- 
ciently shewed v$a,pcrfLft patternc of the »vholccoiir(c I'f a Rcligiou* vo- 
cation J and this our happie ftateislonAtiucl) cxprefled, and aj it were 
drawnctolifc^by that admirable and famous «'ork of al the works, which 
God wrought for the benefit of that people , that fo farre at carnal thinj^» 
(inexprefTe the fpirituah^ out ward thingt , which arc farre infcriour^drclare the inwardjic 
could notbauc been fct forth in more natural or liuclic colours >\'hich diucrs of ihtholio 
F»thcr», and particularly S •rrn«ri< doth obfcruc in one of his Scfmens,dirconrfine of this 5 ttrndrd 
fholcn)yflcric,as if althingshadhapnedtothcminafigurc and shadow, <c the fruic&fub- r,, ,^ ^^ 
ftwec h ad been « holy communicated to vs.T here, fay th he.the people was brought qui of ^ ^ * 
A«gypr,hcre a man is drawne out of the "WorldjThere Vhurm* ,heer rheDiuel,i» Yacjuishedj 
there Vhar*o his chariots are ouertumed , hcer carnal & fccular dcfire s.which warre againfl •* 
thcfoulc .arcoiierthrownc} they in the, wauei,thefe in teares}they are brackish, thefe are •• 
bittfr; and I verily think , that when theOiuclj happen vpon fucha fonlc, they cry out : Ltt •# 
\ifif lftt,t,btcMuft CoJfi^htithforih.m.lhui fayth S.inmtrdy and much more to the fame ^ 
purpofc. 

1 Let ys therefore, followinR fogood a leader, acknowledge CaceorJing to thegrace ** 
•hichisgiiicnvs) in this benefit beftowed vpon the lewes, as in a pi^iure, a farre greater •• 
Ixinfit billowed vpon ourfclues. VorifintheclearoUght, wherin by the goodnes of God « 
je n«w arc , we behold the Secular ftate , in which formerly »e liued 5 what was it - /• 
but a fcruiiudc f And in verie deedc a farre more hard and cruel feruitudc , then that of \° '^™^ . 
H4r«ibccaufe It was notour bodie that was held captiuc , whcrin people apprehend fo . ** , » 
nuch mifcric , but 11 was our fonle, which was in captiuiiie , the thraldumc wherof '»'»""«» 
»« much m»re to be lamented. Befidbs that , for one man to be a flauc to ano- "***"^ 
[ncr man , is not fo very divhonourable j but nothing can be more bafc , then to 
waflaiietoSinncandtheDiBelinothingmorevaine.thentoferue the World. The vilc- 
neue.toRcathcrwith the trouble andtedioufnes,ofrhe works, which we were forced to 
^Mct^oc vuder fo fcurre a c«mmand,wil lay it more plainly bcfurc our eyes. For uhat was 
furda,l,eoccup«ioninthew©rM,bttttoworke,«$theydid,inbarcandfcruilbufincfrcs 
»ndirt,«nj;athcringflraw, in making brick $ j For when people bellow their whole timi 
J'ldal their labours and thouyhts.as the fashioi>is,in heaping of honours and riches, they 
n*>flc nothing day and night , but carthi their harts, tbcir thouhts^Scir cares arc fct vpon 
nothing butcarthibceaufealihcfearcea.thlic things, and indeed nothinj^ cifc but earth, 
'"'d there w anted not in the world cruel ejttorrirncrs , ID wit , our difordcrcd dcf.rcs with a 
"''d hand continually railing vp< n vs.andprefrin^' v$ , and eompeiruii; vk to double our 
'fours, and to vndcr.^kc more tlien «.c .*crc able to wc.ildc , and .ifforJin" vitio rclk 
'■'refpuHothat in cfttft wc cli.l rlicn Icadc a moft mifcrable life , nut oly fjl 
*" trouble and prelfurc , as tlic eord u^»j/;# doth fignific . but a bale afid 
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V'inoiihic kind of hfc , odicrwifc then people ordinarily takeir to be outofrl. l^" 
c»nccic>shiclithcy hauc ; bccaufcitdidinuolue fo vile and To abicft a*kinJ ? 5^^ 
aU f.iyd. '""cWflaiiwij^ 

f. Out of which rcruitudc if bv DiuincinlUnfV a trmn foeabriutto nuK-l i. 
' ■ - •• hat fnric doth the cruel /'^,r4oahcWorld,,nd.hcS^^^^^^ 



withuhat fiirccncs.witli 

rctliir the ^^o^ld, the Diucl.fct vponhi 



'omince. 



rctl^l^thc>^o^Kl,thcUUlcI,lctvponhlm' '"<■''» ^*" ^^^""^S I't'iitinC his driimmV 7 
din^lju triwn;)ct, hc tiukcs al the forces he can to cut oftliorc holcfonictho I, 
tluicrtthcni. Ofi tlic one fide he ranlccs the plcafnrcs andcommoduicioftim |j'°"* 
<v^tctiicvoflil)-rtic,thcho|>cof|»rcfLMmcnt, the grcatnci which w.^.^i-n; .*. . v'^ic 



tttiicvor ni)-rtic , tnc nope or prcrL-inicnt , the grcatnci which worldlicwcalrhK ' 
-in vnto.thcloiic of his kindred i and with thcfc he bJdUiimbattail- On thcod^lr/r^'L* 
yes l,ct..rc !.im the anftcritics of a Kcli-ionilifc,thc incomnioditic» of Poucr^e th * 



IncharcapunJablctofrightairn; 



u;cofv)I)cdicncc, and twcniic fuchconddcrations, 

AnJ.fthcfcinvardaliaults,uhichhcmakc5,haucnotthcctlca"ii.khhcdcfir«h'''i:"r''' 

kcihimklftohisoutwardcn^.n«;hcflirrcs.v.fric,uUr..Mn..K::.:.:^^^^^^^^^^^ 

)vs coinp.iinons to laugh at hini^he i 



kci himklftohisoutward engines; hcflirrcs-vpfricndf to ^iuchimcdlVo^^^^^^^^^ 

= ofcimcs makes vie of the power of .reat mcnivC'' 



« .th .i^av^ him. Amon;^ aUhich diuclish dcuifc. , none are vYually To fal ofTcnTm T" 

he labonrcth to nuke vs«oopc to thcauthoriticofa father commanding vs orofal?/" 

ng mother bcfccchn.r; vs.orofonr brcthcrcn and kinsfolks cntreatinit^iThrrf 

|i(c men and chatiois ^ith v^hichthc Encinic of mankind doth purfuc them th«f- 
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°Hcf«">cauthoruic Ota father commanding vs. orofii" 
v^ccping mother bcfccclunr; vs.orofonr brethcrrn .in.Utncr^iL A- ♦"'^LV^'^ft 

ihchoi 

from him 

4. On the ot!,er fide. oMr Lord .„d G<,d who calleth v, out of Mfjft to offer a pcrpc 

1 the Defr, t , doth h.ht for vs,a, if the caufc wf tc not cur..bmll 



tual Sacrifice vnto him in 



«u.,. J V V . I P * ^"*^^*"''^*^^^cnotcuri.butliu 

OMK i and doth not o.dylneaKC the w.ckcd encoumcrsof the Diuel , and bewray C^^ 
chcncs , b,u commonly doth lay moA gr.cuous pimishmcnt, vpon al ruch.asadumurcu, 
be h,s ,nf , ntncnt* m (o «.cked an enterpnfe , as he dealt with King ;>/...r , ; and "eS 
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r 1 r r r i ir ' . — •■■ King ;'/;4r4# : and weilijl 

fiiulcarnconcfinnc fofcucrcly and fo prcfently punished, a. thi, :andnot .itht' 

fpou c ro.n h.m , to prophane h.s temple , to raze and demolish the uoti^J. 
doc kiis niighbonr > or what hath a m.in more prccion* v,\^,m^ to f.-rtcr ^ So > ■• 
'c,rM77«"u"''w ":^"';'7 ^;''"»^5^J"'»"'t-vphc.rclfinthc fa.nous Monaflcric cflh; 
c.l or M^ r.vd ooth rai;cly and t.uly : Onr Lord hath ddinered thee from the 

W'/ nK!:c IX cit . and enter mto the and of Pron.ifc. Let no^odie hinder thcc, nci- 
t^hcr mother nor hUcr , nor cohn nor brother i and ifthcV attempt tn hinder thee, let Ihem 



f„._ , :• ' . "'^'V >""" ""'^y attempt tn luiulerthcc, let them 

1 r I ;- n-"^"? . r^' ' bccaufcheuonld n«t let the people «>f Ooci .-ce to.cr. 
.pGod J,.ftcrcd thofe thn.gs ,,.h.ch are wtuten. But God is not only quick in puni- 
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«>,l,-t 1 f /• ,-'•"■■■/""•— 7""'«iii""«..Lomcrnc«oria; jn tne^fiinpout 

of the la ;e of m.kr.e, and of the dreg* of dirt, you haiic alfofunga new Canticlctoour 
Lord , V. ho hath v^rought wonders. Againc , v. hen he fit [\ gaue you to fettle vour feet s',m 
rhc rcc^.and dircacd your fttps , I imagine , that then aUo for the re^ne* of life bc(k«ei 
vpon vou , a new Cantrdc was put into your mouth , 4 Songvmo out I otd. 

i-n l.lrcn of /A-jW, doth partictilarly ponder , that the »>fr^wn*m uere p^n1i^hcd^^ithl 
mulMv... Icuf tlycsthcChildrcnof //-M^/rcvardcdv^ith the Kcft of theS-L.fe, bccaufc, 
; V',.,,'iK}>cople,N^hichfolhuvcrhGod,receaucthaXrtZ,Wvhatis,tranqnillit!eofmin<!r, 
. I' t(ii,. \.v viicd ante more in thi. life , wichthe motions of carnal defire^. Yim Jlipff 
• "d ." "' '1 "i^^^'i ,>''r'l''.' ^r l*"""'^^^* withllyes; forartvc is an infolcnr and tnqimt 
j;"^j ^.'>^ii'ln:el(edoihit {ign.iyc,bu:thc intemperate cares of the fclf-iamcdcfireKf 

A r, , ^ '■''■'" ',' \ ^'''''J; «■" •/ 'A*'' \»^crc qorc out ofu^r^ypr , there remayncd two thini;' 
AU.,u,uiJ the Land oU'ronKk. Both li>fyc Religion i the Dcfcrtahc b.-iiinnim;.; 
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the Land of Promifc , the proceedings and pet fcition thereof, when aSoulc cultiuarcd and 
manured by Kulc and order, cnioycth with time the plentifut fruit of fo happic a courfe. 
Religion is a Defert, becaule it fcuersa man from companie and conncrfation with Secular ^f''pioh 
people, and withdrawcs him from alworldlicbufineHes, leading him into a place , whetc ar>'''t't. 
the trouble and noyfe of this turbulent world isnot fo much as heard of. Thfft Otiht Dtf.rti, tol> t i * 
y^hnhthiftitrfHlt t/«/j**4ri/i (ofwhome /tftfpcakerh ) ilttl^mUforthim/,lun;v^\ucU^.Crt!. 
|»rircon(lructh to be nothing clfe , but to expel the turbulcncie of earthlic dcfircs from the "^' *' 
<lofctofourhart,& ayming only at our eternal Countric, to pant with louc of that inward ^^"'•**- 
quiet. Butwhat comfort , what ioy doth a man find in this Dcfcrt .howfocucr in outward 
she* it fceme vncouth and dillaftful } lor as , when the Icwcs (uHered thirll , the vcric 




Hatching , and ( that which ismorehard then al this ) the contioual ihiuing to breakc'our 

o^^ncwll,andwhatfoeuer belongs to Religious difcipline ( which when a man lookc? 

afarre-ofvponit, fccnics fo harsh and heaute,that thcveric fight ofit doth nuke people 

afrayd )«hcnwccomctoaa ,it proues pleafant and delightful j and no labour is fohard 

nor lo much aboue the Araync of humane Qrength , but , by the grace and help of (Jod i[ 

becomes cafic and facil,and,asihe Apodlclpeaketh, wcr^nrfpc «/i/!wwe/iM/««,iW „'»,. Vfnhp ^ ,,, 

finnhvt. 




> inHc, in Inch infinit numbers , that al the countric round-about was ful of them ; and that '" "^^ '*- 
"hichis more wonderful , he rayncd W*»i»Mfrom heauen , a food made by the han'ds of S'""- 
Angels. This doth apparently fet before our eyes the heaucnlie dayntles , wherewith the 
loulcs whuhforraking.^r^y^i haue betaken thcmfclues fincerclv tothc feruice of God T^*""" M•' 
3rcrtfrcshtdand fatncd Vorasthatancient ^4f.n*hadthisqualitic,that in itfelfalone il Ex*J x6 
kad the right iauour of al kinds ofmeat or fawcc a man could think of: (o the fpiritual dtli- c 
ncici, uhichRcl.g.o„arto,d:th , d..c not only goc beyond the fwcctncs of al earthlic '^^ '*' *°* 
things , but contame in a more plentiful and mure eminent degree al that in matter of day 




(fthiVi.f J «,•-••*"//.... -...w,,.,iv,.,y , iiu lempcrem me fcorchingheatcs H*|, „„>..« 
hhhfcand remoueth the darknes , carrying asit wereacanopieouer them a.aioft the i/T^.'"' 
,'1:1''^''^'''^'^^^ witha light .nh>s1,and, ta ' * 

Prcucin the incommoditicsand dangers, that might come vponthcra. 

Se V J "* V •"* 'rf:f'J]''T\ ''>''y''^ » ' ^""'^^ ^"» of com(£rt,in regard th^y ^^'' ^T. 
ll'^^'Z""':^^^ ^''' "'""'*«d» , they a.e m'ediatour^ '''^'' '' ^"- 

Cionhl ' ^^""'^TV"?;'"^ P"y for vs} and when wearc aslecpe,or at outre- ^'"''''"' 

Cncmi . /'f '';^"^ notw.thftand.ng ( as anciently tAe Children of tCr.^ .c want 



--c.iestoconfr.uvsinthiso;;H;;;;n;i^;;:;; .^n/^^ . . 

fuitl, , . r , ;'^^.<=^'""c«"'> •C'-c to (...,ht irout by ourlclnes , were certainly -ifcnrc *^'^'J'''"'- 
i'^f^^??^':'^^ '• A°^ ''^'-"^.'^ -^l . -ith great encreafeof gloric ,.,nd .n u h 

.•^-Uh.Ic.cs,hapncthalfotoiki.t;KHUi,eoplc:^«,f«r/««.^.«A«<^,,^,,, ';^^^ ^,^, ,, ,^ 
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THE V1{EV^CE TO THE THl^D gPOKI. 



r r f /'s'" '"* »'"»»'/•"•<' ; the cncmic's viallc«and ftrono«ft works fal downc at a filHe blaAtMU 

''^ * thoui'h vvholcarniic\ru%hinvponvi,\^cbcaicthcmdownc,aiKl<iifcomfitthem,byoolf 

^iroir;.!!. jioldint; vpourhanJitohcaucn. * 

lo But %* here be thcfc benefit* to be found > «vhcre bcthofedcHrtcicianddclightiinU 

be the men.vpon ^thome they ate bcftowcd ? They arc not to be found ( at I fayd bcfort) 

biitiiuhcDcrcrt; theyarenoib«Uowedbutvpon them, that haue wholy and vttcrl»4& 

parted out o( *^*gypt. Wherefore in ihofe dayc< alfo the ilf«iwM, which was a figure of tin* 

»* hich heer M,c fpcakc of, did not comcdowne from hcaucn, before the mealefaylcdtfcU 

which they h.id brought out a^^^gyft with them, and ccafed againe to fal fofoone,ai»oiJ 

outofthcDcfcrt they began to taJte of the fruit* of the earth. Whereby *c vnhtSw^ 

that no bodic can tafteofthis Diuine fweetne* , but he , that doth wholy and entirelt 

i.Gri9 17. >^i»hJraw himftlffromtheworldandal worldlicthinpi.Whervpon S-Grfjf-jrMfayrfi.ih^ 

visr. I. >i. this fweci foodc,v% hich fallcth from aboue,iv called M*nh»\ as who should fay: "^ktu, 

i^ii .<'Be«aufe ,-.v her. a foule is entangled in infcriour thoughts, it adnaircth thlt,»||i,fcj| 

'* repicrentedvnto it from about, as athingvnwonted. 

, 1 1. But ifthc Defcrt abound with fomuchhcauenlie comfort, what shalwcihinkofthe 

KcI);,ion La,,.! f.f l*romirc,^>hichiMheendof our iourncy ,& the reuardofourlabourforoctrautK' 

the I.aiul of Hcf. duubiles u eshal finde farre more folidly and plentifully al ihat.which did fetfoihirp 

i ronule. jmc.l^':vp..nthc minds of the Icwes,whcnthe promife was made vnto them , */„i,i,|^,^ 

fitri tf fftih ffrm^t *nd yunmtigt,uuts Mbunditnctofvih**ttandbAilty,tif\Mnfi,^^t^«nitlmi 

4inri attain icffum ,Abnil fi*\\in!^ \Mihmtlk^4ndhonit ; and if from thcfc groflcandeafihlie 

fi'.nr/'s , whiriothe myfteriesofour foulcircdcliucrcd vntov$,\N«alccnd to ihcfpirituil 

vn>lcrf(.»ndiii;4, which is hidden fnder them, wC'»halcafily fal ypon the h.ippincs, which i» 

in Kclij;ion , though wc may better know , what it is , by experience and by tryalof it,thcft 

wc can bv hearing or reading vnderOand it. 

tx Haiiingthercferedifcourfed in the precedent Bookes, ofthe CommoJitie»,an<lof 
ihc I: xcellcncie and dignitic of a Religious lifc,in this third Booke we wil declare thcPlf^ 
'urc , which is found in following it ,tnateucrie bodic may fee, that al kind ofhappineiand 
perfti'tionatrendsvponitjas I propofcdintljebeginnmg. Andwehaue fomcmorcrearoa 
lo enlarge ourrclue* in rhiafubieft ofthe fwccines of a Religious (late, because it is gel^^ 
rally leflc k nowne i and Secular people hardly beleeue,»here is anie pleafure at al in ir.Thty 
wil eafijy grant thata Religious life isan excellent courfcoflife.and much more «fj|)^, 
that it is a profitable and fafckindcofcourfe for a tnan'»foulei but'as for pleafure , they 
fttcrjydenye, there isanicinit, and rather .npprchend it tobe e:*tremcharih,and fulof 
vnfuftcrible dilficultics. This errour we haue hcer vndertaken ro confute.aiul to pr ouf,thit 
this State is not only a plcafant ftate , but much more pleafant then a Secular bfir. i. /*Aa 
C*r;/i/?i»iw doth oficnTpcnd his eloquence in commendation ofaRclij;ious<'iiife,and par- 
ticularly inone of hi%HomiliesfponS.A/4»/>»w,heprefcrrcth the fwectncs of if fatrc before 
the pteafurcs ofthe wotld, and before althofeioUitieS) andpadimes, and delights, Mhich 
are ctleemcul grcatell among them , before the curions fights and pageants , *hichwcce 
»ont to be rcprefcnted publickly in ihcThcatets with great coft and flate,anJ before whati 
fociicrpleafurc can be thought- of in intemperate lufl j shewing euidcntly , that there is ai 
mich diflVrence betwixtthefc two kinds of life and delights, as betwixiihe harmonic of 
tlHrQuircsof Anijelsfrtcetly finging,and hogs in their filth cotifufedly grunting. And be- 
ciufe the cruel ftmking VhMfM$ , whomc I paynted-out before , doth ncuet ceatt toporfue 
4c moled thofe, that ftye from the fcruitudcofthc world into the Defert of Rclr^ioniC'thcr 
by himfelf or by hi* ft>nowers,armed w ith we»f ornof his o^s ne forging,\»c w il Jil arinehim 
and them, and takcawav al thcwca|>ons we can froiu them , and she V , that t!ic deceitpful 
reafons and fallaciti,wulk which they arc wont CO labour to pcrucrt mens iudgcmenrs,arcof 
no force or rolidittC}t«theCD^>thatdrowningourencmiesagainein theR.«'/««ialdeo««t 
foulcs, that either purporere eer out of ^yltfj ft , or hauc alreadic got loofe, and forfakw«» 
and arriued in the DefertantTthishappie Land of Pfomi(c ,iii»y cwoyihepltafunsthcrw 
with mgrc (atisfadion of mindciand mote (ctlcd afl'urancc. 
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7 Lit the pleafures of the Mind nre farre greater , then 
the fteafures ofthe Bodie. 

CHAP. I. 

S in the precedent Booke , to prouc the cjccellcncic of a Re- 
ligious State, wtfiirtfcarched and fctlcd , wliciin liuc Ho- 
nour and txccllencicdid confill \ fo hecr we mull Jay the like 
foundation,andc(^nndcr,\vl)acistrucPlcarurc,wlHrofvvcaic 
toritate. Foinianie» and perhaps 1 may fay \\\A\ men, l^now 
no plcafure , but that, which is the obicd oltlicii ti/1, or 
touclungjorotherrcnrciiandconfequcnclyuiakeaccounr, that indeed ijicic 
is no othci ,or at lcafl,that thcfc are the princip.il,and mod to be ftocd vpon. A 
ictfvvafion befitting raihcrbcafts then men. For they fpeakc and pafic their 
mJgemeni of things , as if ihcy had not a rcafonablc Soulc , but a bodic only. 
lftl)cy did reflect, that they arc rcafonablc creatures, and haue a Souie and 
vndciflandinginihctn.ihey would conccaueaJfo, as the truth is, that their 
Soulc fo farre furpafling the other part of them , which is their bodic , haih 
«fo functions and plcaiurcs proper vnto it, 

is4n(l$tle, though he were a Heathen , and wanted the light of Fayth, 
which by the grace of God \vc hauc, was of a f.irrc other opinion i and in his 
icauenth Bookcof .M^rj/iwritcth much moreaduifedly to this purpofc,that 
almen by inftinft of Nature dcdie plcafure , bccaufe alhauc , as it were, a 
■ k A ^^^'^'"'"'"^ inftillcd into them , which inclincih them to that , u hich 
j»beOut bccaufe the plcafurcs ofthe bodic arc moft knownc, and cucric 
fr J L * "**""^ inclinatinn vnto them , tiicy liauc in a manner en- 
Wed the name and title of Plcafure to thcmfclucs, as it weic , by Itcre- 
' f'c prefcripiion i infomiich ihi- manic arc perfvvaded , that no other thing 
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canbcdcligluful. AndinhUTcnth Dookchcrayth,ihatdiflioneftandfihlhi 
jlcafurc is noH)ropcriy and abfolutly to be called Plcafutc.bccaufc no mm 
takes it for fuch .but they that arc inicmpcrac. That is to be taken for true 
plcafurc,whicli an honcft and vcr<uous man accountcih pleafurc , for fuch an 
one isthc rule of al the anions and pleafurcs of men ; and that is only true 
pleafurc , which is an honcft man's delight. That others findc pleafurein other 
thin;s, comes by corruption, and confequcntly ihofc things arc not abfolutly 
in arrcfpCvfti plcafint » but to them only , that aic accordingly dif^ofcd. Forai 
when chiUrcn take a fancie to a thing and loue it , they think for the prefcm, 
that itjjtijeexccllenicftthing that can bejandyctwhcnihcv come tobc men, 
tlicymakcnoacc^'untatalonti fo good ipeoplc take deli ;ht in foiuetMn^j, 
and wicked jcople in others, but ti.cy only leanctothcpleafuicsofthebcdif, 
that hauc mu the i k;ht taft of found and vnconuptcd pleafurc. 

7 •hliisii ^;r.//o//e*idifcourfc;andy.'r//owM{cnlaivinghinifcifvponihe 
fame giound , fa\ tli,: hat Plcafuic requites three things : firll , fome thing tlm 
is good , w hich may be conioyncd , fccondly , the thing, to which it is io)nfdi 
■ and liiiidiy , the coniunaion iifelf •, and the more perfect thcfc tlncc thin^sbc, 
the gi cMcr the pleafurc muft neccllaiily alfo be. Now certainly a fpiiitual good 
is greater then the good of the bodic, and n»an naturally loues it more, and 
nu'vcs more account of it , as we may plainly fee , bccaufc there is no man,th« 
vvil not rather choofc to want the fighc of his eyes,thcn (he lightof his minJr, 
and to be as a bcaft or a mad nian. BcfiJes that . the knowledge of the inindcii 
niorc noble and more fearching, then that which wehaiicby Scnfc,asciictic 
bodie knowes. And as for the coniun«:tion , it is certainly more nnvard , mort 
fume, and mote perfect •, more inward , bccaufc Scofc rcaclieth no fuithcf, 
then the outward accidents , andrcfts in the taft ,and colour, andfuchlikc;a 
man's vndcrnandingfcarchcth anddiucth into the Eflcncc and fuHlanccof 
euerie thin ', 1 1 is more pcrfcct,bccaufc Scnfc cannot be inyned with the obica 
without motion, wliich is an impcifcaaCtion ; and tlicrct'orc alfo no fcnfiblc 
plcafurccanbcal of it toe tit her, but part ofit muft pallc aw.iv,ihathc rc- 
niayndcr may hauc placed ihci^lcafurcs of the mindc arewiih Mitinonon, a 
w Iwly t..gcathcr,a5 the things toen^fclucs arc in our tninde , when uc think ot 
them ,rinally it ismorcfinncand pcimancnt , bccaufc the things, in whKh 
the bodictakcth pleafurc , arc coriupiiblc, and quickly gone , as nicaic, and 
drink, and fuch like ; but fi-.h itual goods rcmaync for <fner , and vvaltc not 
witiiagcoi handlin^^. cuu 

4. Following this ground thcrefoic of :f.r/;w;ui, the pleafurcs ohhc do- 
die, compared with the pleafurcs of the mindc. arc apparently the worlctrt 
the two. F.rft , bccaufc the ground of boddie pleafurc, is eucr a creatui c , ana 
confcq.icnily.it is fubic^ to whatfocucr accident and mifciic can he incident 
to creatures ; wherof it is none rf the Icaft, that eucrie creature d. th naturalijr 
runnc poaft to ancnd, and in time cndeil jand iscucr falling aw-ay bctwixto 
Hngars , when wc moft ihinke to vfcandenioy if, and whatfocucr I'.vcctn 
can be una ined in a creature, is much of the nature of time, nowapcccca 
then a pcccc , hccr a bit and there abit , and Hideth away as h{\ as tunc itici , 
;" tiicn v> hich nothing can be fvs iftcr. S\ .Atitn(l,n cxprcflcth it huc.y m one 
hisStvmoijsjn tiicfc words:Wherearethcdelights,for which you walk yo^^ 



wicked wayei? I doc not askc , where they wil be. when tiiis life is part; ^ 
but uhcrc are they now ? This day hath ihruft out ycflcrday ; to morrow w il ]^. 
thruftout the day, in which now we are. What therefore of alihar, which ,** 
you loue, doth notpoaft , yea fly away from you > .What part of it doth not ", 
cucn flip out of our hands , before wc hauc it ? For we cannot Aop fo much as " 
cnchowrcofthcday.whcrinwcarc.Thcfirfthowrcis tl ruA out by thcfc- " 
lond , the fccond by thcthird;fo that of this one howrc , uhich is prcfcnr, ' 
nothing indeed is prcfcnr.but eucrie pan and cucric moment ofit is rtil running* " 
art'ay from vs. Thus fpakc S, ^Hfu^w, 

5. Secondly , the matter of al corporal delights is bafc. For take adirti of anJbarc. 
mcate. that is wcldicdcd and excellently fc.ifoncd, or anic fuch thing i wLat 
isthcre in it , that can be fayd to be worthicof a man's cmployrnent } Al things 
of this nature arc bafc and carthlie •, and confeqncntly thcdclighr, which they 
yfald,isneucra whit better. S. K«/«4r</obferuingit,favth thus: The comfort S,dtyn*r<l 
of this world is bafc and nothing worth , and , which is more to be feared, ^""' ^•"' 
a hindrance to true and holefomc cotnfort. Bcfidcs that , mofl commonly '''^ ^■"' 
there is fome kind of vpfccmclines , more orlcfTc , in the pleafurcs of the 
bodic 5 and it is cade to be feen , bccaufc (if wc markc ) they that arc anic 
thing temperate , dilfcmblc the defire , which they hauc of them , cucn in 
tilings, which arc othcr^vifcneccnaricj ancuidcnt /ignceuen in Nature iifelf, 
ihatitis but an vnworthic thing for man to place his zffUWon vpon themj 
whereas in the folaccs of the mindc it is quite contraric j for naturally they 
<|uickcnand cicarc it vp, and are an honour vnto it. Whcrvpon S,jin^i,(iin ^' -^**S"f'''* 
fiyth very wel , that hapjic is the Soulc , which is taken with thofc delights; ^'"". ''' 
foritis not rtayncd wuh anic vnclcannes in them , but dcanfcd with the ^"''■^""^ 
•learcncs of truth, " 



6. U wc look yet further into the nature and vfc of corporal dcllghw, we ''-^fy "c 
fljal findc , ( hat the reafon , why they arc fo plcafing & fo much dt fired is be- ^"' '•^'"" 
(aufe they leruc vs as a f.iluc&: folaccofthcgricfcs whervnto wearc fuhlUi ^'' T 




nolcingcr , then wcfuffer hunger or thirrt. S. Bew^rdfaytU the fame thine ^-fi^m^ri 



infarrcbtitcr tearmes and moic fully , (hewing thit al thcfc things arc nol ^"'•*'' f""** 
indeed to be called good . but Idler cuiJs ; and that . w hich we fcckc in *""^'lt 
them ,s bur to exchange hcauicr irons into lighter. Thou dcfireft to catc T^'' 
(layth the Samt ; bccaufc imnger n)olcfts thcc i both arc troublefcmc -, but be- „ 
caulehunger is more trouble fome , thou thinkcft it is no trouble to care. But , 
markc, when thy hurvger is part, if it be not more trouble to care , then to ,> 
tr !T;i 'f r' . """•'f^^^' '^'^'V ^"J« '''<^ Sunne j there is nothing , 



"7 OfiiglK ul in them , but a mar, is alwaies (If firous to pade from 0;% ,. 
tog to a,„„ h„ ,h„ by olUn cU.sc he may «fc himfcif of ,hc itoubl. .. 
H .ch he (mdcth m both ; as if a bodie ihould Icape ou, of .!« water into 

"•e nre. and out of t\r firr Inrrw 4i#i .ii,^»*.. . : L • 1 . 



Uoubh 



ire, and out of the fire into iic water againe , being able to endure \ 

,inning 



^^itlicr. For the remedic of cuei.r trouble .Xdlc' beginning of^ncther . 
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7. Morcouci ,to giuecucric thing nis due, there i$ noncofalthefecoroorJ 

delights intirely and abfolutely delightful , but they arc llii coupled iS 

manic inconucnicnces and forrowcs, and by thatmcancs thcyleercacrS 

part of their fauour , as a fmal quaniitic of wine mingled with a great dcJc of 

water. Eucric one doth finde this to be fo true by his wnc daylic cxpciicoceifl 

al things, that we ftial not needc to feeke farther proofc efit. Yet J. Etkt,, 

, prcircth it naturally in thcfc words ; There is more trouble then pleafureii' 

, tijc delights of the bodic, Barrcnncs , and vviddowhood,andicaloufiewine 

, vpon maniagc', vnfruitfulncs vpon husbandrie •, fliipwrack vpon marchin. 

, ding idcceipttulpradifes vpon wealth-, thcplcafuresthemfelues.thcfaturnjf 

the continual vfcofthcm, bring difeafcs and manic diftemj^crs. S.Gf«.ifi 

. applicth to this porpofc that, which is fpoken in holiclo^of worldliepi 

Theythdtwoyceairt the midfl of theft thwgs,4nel maiie dccount , that yHdtrikmi 

tvtre riches. Their ioy ( fayth S^Grfgorie )is mod commonly mingled Hirh 

vex itioni and they arc beaten with the things themfclues, whc£of theyait 

» proudc. FottKeycannot withouttroublcandcarceithet gettcniporaltliinj 

' which they hauc not i or confcruc thofc, which ihcy hauc gotten. To afpifl 

• therefore to honour aUoue thcii equals , alwayes to be woiking fomen.ii. 

> chicf,andyctto watch with fcarc ti>ac they may not hauc the namcofbcinj 

> wicked , certainly doihmiferably gal themj but •ucrcome with the loucoi 
tcnipoial ihings.they fcelc not the (ling. They reioycc theitforc vndcrihorncs; 

• they, I fay.that reioycc in temporal things; and yet not being able to difpcnlc 
thcni without vexation»thccarc,whichprcircihthem , galleihilicrn.T/icyrc- 
inaync vndcr chorncs , and tiicy tflccmc it a pleafure, bccaufc tlicy fuffcrniuih 
harj/icj furtlic louc of this life; and yet entangled in die afFciflion of ihcit 
ouci -giccJic dcdic , t!icy acci^unt ilic vcrieiioublc of their fuffcringaplcafutc. 
And imicli tnorcfaytli >. Oieotii tothefaniecfFcdl, and paiticularly he like- 
nctiithcfc kind of jcoplctothc Cliildrcncf //i4f/, that fighed after their pen 
ot v/f:^)^r, .uulthcii poinpions ,aiul onyons, and chibols. For uhari^fJgii- 
^><^d , f.tyrh hCy by the Hclh-pots (>ri4i4y/'/, but ilic carnal works of this lil'f, 
which boylc in liiC forrowcs of tribulation , as in the fiic ? What arc pompionj 
buccartiilic fwcctncs? What is figured by the onyons and chibols ( which 
nioftcomiuonly make them wccpe that catc them ) bnt the difticulticsofilm 
prcfcnthte, which ti.elouers of it pafTc not without lamenting, and yet loueit 
cucn witlucares. Forfaking therefore the Munna , they dellred onyons and 
chibols with their Hcdi and pinipions; bccaufc wicked minds contcmne the 
fvvcet guifts,wliich they may hauc by grace in quiet \ and for their carnal pic*. 
Aires couet the labourfomc iournicsofthis life, though they beful of tcarcsi 
tlicyiefufetohaucthat, wheicwich they may reioycc fpiritually , and ddlie 
greedily that, wherewith they mufl lamctcarnally./«6ihcreforc with his irutln 
telling voice doth reprehend their fdiie, in that out of an erroneous im'gcmcnJ 

, t*'cy prcfcrie trouble bcfoiccranquilJitie,harfli things btfi.ic the miKlc,fiiJfp 
. bcr^ii c ihc fweet^teporal bcf(ie the eternal , things deccipiful before thofcthii 
be allured. TIaisf,-cakeths.G/f^«rfV,noc only truly, as he doth al'.\ai(S,biJtaifo 
clot]uciuly , whervn:*) we may adde another reafon out of S. V,irnt\ii , towifi 
thatit ourmind be fcidiblcrfthepleafurcsofthcboilic, to which it isvniicJi 
how liuah more fcniiblc muft it ncedes be of the pleafuies, v. l-icli proH 




belong vnto itfelf,and arc more nterly and traly in it ? For as a man doth rcnih 
thebulincsafter anothcrfadiion . when his horfc fccjcs vpon his hey and 
ivlicnhimfclf fccdcsvpon meate, that isconucnient for him.foit fareth with 
ourfoulcm re^.arde of our bodic, which is bur, as it were, the bcafl which 
fwricthit. Docnot thcieforc minakc( faith V. K^rwW)doc not dcccauethy ^ ''"•'"' 
felffofarrc, as to think, that thy Souic is not mure delighted with fpiritual i"*' 
then wiin corporal things. '^ E.^tntt. 

«. Another confideiation to proucthfs, which we arerayin£:,fs, .hatthe Sniritnal 
niorcfutablea ibmgis toour nature, it isairoihcmorcpleafinganddclinhiful 'idiuhts 
ForfouefccthumcntakcdcJighi inone kitid of foode. bcalls in another; T^^l'" '"^ 
andamon,- bcaasfomcfccdcvpon fldh, otiiers vpon come , others rrazc; '"'"* 
andcueiic kmdofihn)g findes moft contentment in that, which acrcerhbeft 
jvi(h the nature, which it h.uh. The nature of man is to begouemed by reafon; 
forthou-h hchaue aUofcnfe, and n»oti.)n,and the facultic of rrowinc veJ 
fhcfc bclon;; to the mftriour part of him ; and are not proper to him alone * but 
common bctvMxchmi and be;ifts. Reafon and vnderHanding is that which is 
ppcrtoMan.andbelongcth fo nearc to the perfection and conditution of 
his nature , th..t without it he were not a man , but a beaft -, and confequently 
ihc delights which arc conformable to reafon , and grounded in it arc 
both ruure futablc to human nature , and for the fame caufc more plca- 
ngi frecialiy , if wc con/ider withal ( as wc mayiullly }that anions the 
Icucrai qualities and powers , that are in man , the higher and the more 
Doblc the power is, it is alfo the more pregnant and ertc<flualin operation; 
Nut Reafon bcn)g fane more noble then Senfe , it excrcifcththc/undtions 
Wongin.q to icalon with more pcrft(^tion and vigour, then Senfc can rcr- 
tormc tnc offices bcloHging to Scnfciand as it is more pregnant in al other 
operations , fo it is more apt to take delight in the things , w Inch arc aureablc 
into It. " 

9. Finally u licnfociitr we Ooinrarcliefcdclights eorMilitr, tliat which 

....r,Mh.xccilcn.lpvclof,l,cn,J,vc^^^ 
MifrH \ 1 Vh'^'f "'''J'l's''""*""" l'"Ji« . and of the „,in>l,, ."'"^ 

,J ,: d •' ; ■' ""'"' '^'''•" «•* "l'""'"- "Ot . brtcJ a burning c." ^ 1, 

Wirci, ha, f ,l,tm;aml when wc lake g,«di)). of .hcm.prcfcntlv throiieh '"' l|MK- 
fa..clK, rc.dal„.hinglnhi„,.,l,a^akcsWm. Conrnriw^rrS 

!" 'r r 1 '" ;?' !'"'!•' ""' • "' "'^'""" ■' '^''«'' »« hauc then, thc» *= "' 
pout dclnclul and he that fcoles vpon tliem , hungei j tftct them the mo./ *' ""^"^ 
r .o>v mud, he fcedes vpon them with the fireedier appe i e , corporJ "T'°- 

|^..Ml,c..efitei,ple,fi„B the .rial mJnl; In fplrSd ' , . fc '" '""* 

ters cold andco.„.mpt,We the trial deliKluf.,1.' In the (i,(f , deli c » 
b« .1, a,uru.e fatuntic loathfonmes ; in the fecond, defi, e hrings fa uri te - 

r , '''7 '"'"'!*['' V" '"'''" ''^''"*"' ^'" 'pi"'"*" dclighi^ncreafe a - 
' ". onr hart, xvhile they lil it ; becatife .he more we perceaue .he rich! ■' 

«^h,„e more eagerly ; and therefore we cannot l„„e !,<„, , whcMve .. 
6^«il.cm not, bccaufewe cannot know the true relirt, of .he n No ,1 - 

Micandof the Diinde.thcn tJiat ,wh.th S. Cn^v.t h.er ray.hofih.m ^ 
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to wit , that the vfc of corporal plcafurcs breeds a loathing of ihcm- ba 
fpiritual dcUghts contiartwifc the more eagerly we feed vpon them, the njot' 
they winneourafFcAion to them. For as wc cannot difcerne, which iigoJ 
wine, and which is bad , better , tlicn by tafting it , and our taft is in finJ ^ 
bed iudgcc.f'it,roby duly weighing the ioy, which is true and foHdjanddfo 
that, which isfalfcand dcceiptKul ,andcom|iaringthemtogeathcr,wcfl«l|,j 
bcftabletodifcoucrjiowthatinthc one there is nothing but empijncs and 
fallhood,andlnthcother , truthand foliditiccuen beyond expectation ajiJ 
abundantly enough todclight v? niorc and more without end. 

lo. It is therefore fufficicntiy apparent both by reafonand auihoriiicofthe 

hoJie Fathers , that the picafures of tlie Mind are the principal and ihc chitfdi 

of al other pkifuresj yctbecaufe manie aieicalousof that which ihehoirt 

Fathers fay , and think that they goe further, and fpcakc in a morcfublifnt 

ftraync, then humane infirmiiic can ordinarily bcarc , I wil conclude ilii 

Chapter with a difcourfc of T*/«i/#(bc(idcs that, which 1 fayd before ouioi 

^rtfiotle) where he clearly prouctiuhis,wherof we arc fpeaking. Ashungrr 

and thirft ( f4ythhe)atc an eniptines of the bodie, fo ignorance & imprudcnct 

'' arc emptincflbs of the nund ; and as our bodic is filled , when we take corprri! 

' rullcnancc,foour mind with fcicnccand knowledge. Which repletion thfit- 

" fore is the more folid ? Isit notthar,whichismadcby things, which intheni. 

" feluc arc more truly foJid ? And which things arc to be accounted fuch, andc( 

' a more pure fubAance.mcaic and diinkc,viduals, and whatfoeucrru/lciuncf, 

' or peifn alions of trutli , knowledge , and, in a word , al kind of vcitu<? 

^^ Certainly we muft needs confclTe, that that is moftfolidly and moft truly fxi- 

(tent, which doth alwaicsabidc in an immortal and vnchangeable thing, anJ 

which itfclf alfo is ininiortal and vnchangeable ( fuch as is the cdcnccofctic. 

rietliin 4 , and consequently alfo the knowledge of it ) rather then that, which 

I' isinacliangcablcthing, and itfclf is chani',eable j fuch as arc al thincs per- 

I' t3yningtothcocconon)icofthcbodie. Wherefore ifit be a delightful tiling to 

'\ be filled with that, which is futable to our nature, the more folidthethingsbf, 

^ and the moretruly wc arc filled with them , the more true and more naturJ 

* pleafure it muft needs be, which wcenioy by ihem. And thusufarethwith vs, 
'* when our mind is filled. W hercforc people, that arc voidc of vcrtoc.and giutn 
''^ to their bcllie and the like , iveuer taft the leaft parcel of true and folld \>\t^ht, 
*' but as bfcaftshaucthcireyesahvaiesvpou the ground, and fpend their tinicin 
I doing homaj»c to their bellies; and fight with one another with their hecttj, 

* and with their homes, and with their nay les , for thofc bafe and abicd things 

* And fo the picafures , which they follow , muft nccdcs be mingled with panic 
*' forrowes , and arc indeede but pidurcs and ftiadowcs of true pleafure, at 
'' tiie Poet Sftjichtrus fayd of the Tntans j that , not knowing at al ihctiu« 
" llilene , they fought only for the imagination of her. Al this is fUttliU 

difcourfe. 
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That trHCComem of mind u only in Cod. 

CHAP. II. 

' Auing proued , that true contentment is only to be had in 
' the picafures of the Mind,it remaineth to confider,wherciii 
■ the Mind itfclf doth take moftcontentmcnr, wKxch iscaCe 
I foraChriftian to determine , and not farre tofcekcj bc- 
f caufccueric Chriftian knoweth, and doth moft certainly 
\ Ulicuc, (hat God alone is the true food and true life of ^"•l '^ ''>c 
S Soulc. And it is fo clearc and cuidcni bcfides, that the bcft *^"^ \' ' 
'earned Philofophers among the Heathens could think no other. For Jrijlotlt o?, s'l^i . 
difcourfing at large of Beatitude, wherin al picafures are in their height , con- 
tludcth at laft.that it confiftcth in the knowledcc and contemplation of Go n, ^f/' , '°' 
and of Minds ( as he callcs them ) abftra<aed from the b(^die, and free from al &t'. 
eompoiition \ in regard that the fundiion of the Vnderftandingin Man is the 
fvvcetcft;ind pleafantcft of al others, and compleat within itfclf, and fo farrc 
fromrtanJing in need of anic outward thing, that they rather hinder a man, 
thatdcfircstogiuehimfclfto Contemplation. And wheras wemuft ncccfla^ 
riiy acknowledge, that God andtholc fpiriiual Intelligences arc aluaics iti 
fomcadion or other (for no man can think that they arefodul astobcidle 
and, as it were, aflccpe ) the nobleft a<^ion, which we can glue them , is to be 
alwaies in perpetual Contemplation i and confequently men vpon earth, that 
giue ihcmlclues to fuch a kind of life, take the pci fcifteft courfe , that can be 
thought of, and moft like to God. This is the difcourfe of a man , that wanted 
the light of the Euangclical truth; what therefore ought we to thii,kor fay 
inthisbufines? 

I. Let vsheirc a Chriftian Philofophcrfpeake. ^. ^(i»»ft/7/>» beholding this «?. ^Ju^sfl, 
thing farre more clearly and more particularly in the light , then jlriliotlei^il^''''''i- 
could doe in the dark, fay th thus :0 foulc ! feeke thy ownc good. For one" 
thing is good for one, an other for another* and cuei ie creature hath a good by " 
itfelf, the good of thcintcgritie belonp.ing vnto it, the good of the perfc<5ilop, <♦ 
which is natural vnto it, and there is a great deale of difference in that , which " 
is necclTarie for theperftdion of euerie thing. Sceke tiiy ownc good. Ho- •« 
htdit IS good, butGoB dlone , theSoueraignc Good ; that is thy i;ood. What '^"'^ '^' '*• 
doth he want, that hath the Soueraienc Good for his good? Tlierc be infe- " 
rioijrgoods,which are ^ood to this thing, and that thing. What isthe^ood " 
of a beaft, but to fil his bellic, to want nothing , to fleepe , to play, to liiie, to " 
hcinhcalth,toaitend to generation ? Doft thoufcek fuchagood/Co-hcyre " 
<"'fCluirt, wherindoftthourcioyce?in that th.)u ait a companions )beafts> *' 
Kayfethyhopeto the Good of al j^oods. Whcreyou fee S.^-lu^^ufii,. l.iycsthc « 
iKcnesofabcafttothem, that likcbeafts kriow no other good, nc/otlurde- 
h.;ht, but thar, which is confined within the b lunds of Senfc; and t^iucih v-s 
t^vndaftandmorcoucr, that fuch a kind ofperfwafionisfomuchihemorc 
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tnwoiiluc.bccaurc al men tec created wiih a poffibilitictobc MlTTTr- 
4.d Meyres ./ C/;.,/?,thac is/uch as may be ftiled . and Xbe fh?? *^^"'' 
God.Mc fayth airo,tl,at mcate^ drink, and fleep; and other m^rcvn""^^^^^^ 
tlmigs ire not thep,d of a Soulc , but only God; bccaufc that is iLI*'?'i 
cucric thing,as he rayih,by which thcihing is pcifcdcd & niadebctrcr Ik 
ns thcfc- infcnoui things doc not perfedt a Soulc , buttaiher n.akc it vorA ,!!' 
caufc they di aw K fto higher things.for which it was created . & rnakcir 
to bafc and earchlic things . by the louc and vfc whcrof it comes to be d ft7 
^.Another ground of tlut,of which wearc fpeakinLsis this. Ft is certa n i 
It c5not be dcnyed. thatas al other creatures haue their appointed end t M 
much .norc hath fbrne end prefixed.at which hedoth ayme^.othe: v f ftf 
Icn: a nature as his .sH.ouId want fo great a good.of which al other eoS 
in a manner depend. This end .i Hu.nan nature, at which al doe avmf h hI 

. r«'^«.a"dnootherHappincs,biitGoDiwhichy.rW..proueth,be;aurcrt 
. f;-^whcnnweplaceourhapp.nes,muftberogreatag«od,thnttm^ 
dc/jrcA' abfolutely famfyc .t to the ful.For it cannot be fayd lo be our (I / 
. there rcmayne auK- thing further to bedc/Ired. Scing therefore the oh'^f 
ti.e wilof Man.salGood,& .hcobiect ut his rcafon & vnderftadin(;alTmr 
n'.tn,n.:;can abfolutely fatisfyc two Pou cts fo capacious,but an vniucfal En. 
tuic, u h.ch alfo ,san vniuerf.lGoo.^u hich canot be found amono near re, 
bccau/c the nature and gooJnes of al creatures is limited andconfincj •, Goz>' 
tlicrctorc n the onhc fclicitic of man, in uhom al things arc infii.it 
4-.>.^"^';/?";luth a learned and elaborate difcou.fe to the funccmc't inthc 
,^ n-jkc. wh.chhe wtoteof,/>r W4«.rr,./,/,rC,Wr/..Herayth , thateucriebodic 
1. th naturally dcfire to be happie;c^ that ch.ee things are required to Happincs. 
.rR,thatthct!ung.whcrmvvcpl.xeourhappines,bethebcll.rec6dlv,fh«we 
loue .nthndly.that we poiUilc it. lor a man, that dcHreth ihar,'whic'h hc«n. 
not con)pallc,,s vexed >n iih iti a man that crvallbth that,which is net to he.le- 
hrcd .sdeceaucdm thebuhnes ,and hethat dcllrethm^tthat , uhich \s loh 
iou;.lualtcr,.s m an il difpc.ntion.Thcn he fayth further.thatthat whicl.ishf/l 
or nun, c inot be worfe or Icirc then man hnnfelf, for whofoeucr fcckcs alter 
ur,wh.clusworfcthenhimfclf, makeshimfclfvvorfcthenhcwasbclci?, 
.eiefore that onIycanbcl>eIUor man,which i. better & more excellent then 
mn andw.thalthatliebcablefotocompalTeit.asnettol^^^^ 
w.ljfor if a man be not allured of thegood,which he hath.the feare of icefin^ it, 
ta sesavvay the happmcs, which hen.ight haue in ir. And confequently Veituc 
ad G o D , to whomc by vcrtue wc arc conioyned.is our colic Happincs, il we 
rrurll. '^T ^i 0'' V 'r^' '^^^ comprehend him,weare happic.Thcfearc 
truth s.wh.ch 5 .^«.W/.« dtliuers,and which no man can denye. ' 

wh n ,'"k » r^^fiM.t can not be ar quict.til it haue obtayned the End,and 

V hen . t lath obr ay ned it there it mull necdes rell , tk the nearer it comes by de- 

;:'''*' '^^"•'y";"«/'^'''^J^^»'<:'iE 'Hi, t'^cinoreplcafurc it rakes, and the 

ic ,,au]u,cr;thcfurthcritisfromthcEnd,rhcwotre&morevnquietitiJ. 

*vc a.proaci, to Cod m this lile, the longer wccotiuctfe with hiui , thcclcaicj 
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knowledge we haue of him, the more contentment of mind alfuwclh.ilcnioy. 
andthisconicntmentisof thefclf-famc nature vvith_that, which weilial iuuc in 
hcaucn; but only with this difference , thatheer our ioy and contentment is 
final, there it flial be infinitly great. 

6. Whatlhould I ftand making large difcourfcs vpon a thing, ivhich is cuidct> ^ "^""M' » 
Sofarreasthc nature ofGod doth excel the nature of whatfoeucr creature fo '''"" ^' 
much difference isthcrc betwixt the pleafurcsofthcbodic, and the delights of r'"'""*^ 
thcmind. What is there in the daynticft fare that is, in the fayrell gardens, in al "''' 
ihcplcafurcs of thislilc.that can be compared with God? Which is better* God 
whois Al.Good,orapeeccolvealc, orapartridge , or anicd^ynticdiniplf the 
dilfcrencc be fo gr«)at,that it is a (hame to make (uch a o5parifon,it mull nect f- 
farayfollow,that the delight, which rifeth by cnioying this Good, tafted 8c fa' 
uoarcd in the palate of the Soulc, is incomparably greater, then thofe other dc" s p i 
lightJofthebudie;whichS.Bfr«^^^cxprcircth in thcfe vvoids;CWMi«/^/A4/fl«/v ;?/,/7"r 
utmtconuntiHent.'wImhti r^l^m m tlje Crc4tonr^4ndnottn thtae^iurtitbtcomtnttvh 
which oncepofj'tljej, no man can td^efrom thee , 4nJin cotnp^rifon wJmofdl othermirtl 
uliditi; alplufm, formvi 4i[mmts, bitttVydlbuHUt, tl-fMHomdJwuUydl th4t 
Inuiti (icl/ojtf, n troMfome, ^ 

7.1.vi!concludcwithoncthingmore,whichlndeedisthccroundofal and *, , • 
therefore I w il lay it do wne as plainc as I can, but yet briefly. In creatures there , . ' i ,' '* 
Hnothing whichcan be truly fayd to be , no fparkcof goodnes , no dcoi ec of n c n ,.r. ,. 
bcautic,whichisnotfarrcmorcabundat&moreperfc(JtlyinGod.Firft,btcaufc i^'"» '"ly 
chcnatmcofGodisinfinit;andifanicthingwercwantinginif,it were not inh- """"" 
nitifccoaiy.whatfocucrcrcaeurcshaucinthem,thcyhaueitft6G.d;&non.jn """'■ 
tan giueanothetthat whichhchathnothimfclfi whervpon S. Ikfnard imkaU ] ''"'""^ 
thisrefledion: n,heJ'4nnnh.H4Jmne(ItUl,^hiJriafiowcr,b,4^^^^^^^ f'/J '""• 

mr,m ihcurih, thefvnlnes of,u ^l tl^fc timgs haue thnr bcmefmn Go<L or n. M ' 
kibe h4thufvuedt6 h,wft:f{4m,me, then he /MthbeftomJyo, crunnt< V. hie h 

being moft true, it doth necellarily follow, that whofoeucr hath God hah.n 
him al other things; & cofequcntly the veric felfsamc dchghr, w hich f e lliou M 
hiue taken in other things , if he had enioyed them feucrally , he cniovc- h it in 

Cadinafarregreaternicafure&moreeleuated.Forasaman,th.uhathapcecc 
cf covnc .n gold , hath the value of manie peeces of filuer , as much as if he had 

t.icreumlpcccesofliluerthcTelucs,&fomuchthemoiecrimodiouflybec;mfc 
enr.dorthetroiiblewhichthcwcightandbulkoffiluerbringswithit.fohc 
atisvnitcdvyith God, hath the vcric marrow or quintellence;as I may cal ir 
•tal that goodnes, which difpcrfcd in this great varictie of the thiuKSofihis 
world, cannot choofe but be mingled with manie incommoditics &c imperfec- 
jons, incidencto the penurious , and limited , and corporal nature of eucric 
tiling; fro.n which incomnndities he,that hath them in God. is free 
8. Which is the rcafon, ,,hy S , I- ranat , a, wcrcadeofhim, hadaiwaiesthis ^'^''^"' 

onVM ^^ '\' • ^ oftentimes fpent whole ni.hts it^ ^- -^'^l-o. 
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h doth fo wflcomclycmbtacc. Thcfc be not the things, which llouc 

en I loiic my God; and yet 1 louc a kind of light, and a icind of found, uj 

a kindoffauour, andakindoffood, and a kind of embracing, when Hoik 

' my God, the lii;ht,tlie found,th<^rauour, the food.thc embracing of my inwaid 

\ man, where thatfliincthto my foule, which no place is capable of; and where 

\ ih.nfoundcth, which limecarrieth not away s and wherelfmcltliat, which 

* the wind difpcrfeth notj and where I tail chat,vvhichcaiin{5dimininicihnoti 

and where that rcmayncth faft vnio mc , which no fulnellc doth diucrt mc 

\ frofii.Thisisthat,whichIloue,whenlloucmyGod,This is of S, Moulin, 

9. \^ hcrcforc feing it is foeuident by al thcfc reafons , which 1 hauccuifu. 

rlly pointed at, that God is the chicfcft delight of euericjiaturc, that hath i«j. 

r>naiidvndeilUndin!;,eucricbodicmuftnecellaiiIy alfo fee , how ddighifuU 

Rclr^iouscourfeof life is, which is fo wholy fet vponthcenioyingofGod, 

and luth fo manic cafic mcancs and waycs to cnioy him. But it wilbcytt 

m 'tccuidcnt, when we Hialhauedifcourfedof the fcucral delights, which aic 

very manic in if. 

The firji renfon , -why a liel'fgiousltfcis delight fuh b(i4uft\t 
is free from worldlte trouble, 

CHAP. III. 

Moni^ the manic plcafurcs , which arc in a Religious couife 
of lif'e (whcrofl am now going to fpeakc ) I may wcl rec- 
kon in the firft place, the frecdome, which it cmoycthffom 
the vexations andcncombcrs, wiicroAith a fcculai lifciuc* 
ftcrcd, Toconccaucthcgicatncsoftliis benefit, it ucrc fuf- 
ficicnitovndcrllandjihat fomc ancient philon)pl.ci$ofno 
mcane rank, were of opinion , that the Happines of man conflftcd in being 
free from paync and grief, and al kind of trouble. For ttierebv we may con- 
elude, that it was alwayes held tobcnofmal good, to be free from aleuii. But 
yet no man can throughly enter into the importance of it , vnlelTe he hrll tn- 
derftand, how infinit the milerics and calamities of the world br, fogricuouJ, 
and fo different, and (o frequent, and obuious , that wc may foonct bcMd 
then with oureycs,th?n dcclarethemby woidof mouthiandinrcfpe6tllC^• 
ofmay iuftly fay, the world is another iC^y/>/, when (as we findc recorded in 
Exodus ) there was notahoufcin it , which did not ring with moUlamcnu- 
blc CI yes at the death of their fiift-bcgotten.And though (as I fayd; this be a 
thing, which we may fooncr fee with our eyes, then iearne by difcourff , jf« 
manic of the ancient Fathcis ii^nc handled this point at latgc and vctyclo- 
qucntlv. _ ... 

1 In particular S. John Chr/oflmf , to flicw the happines of Virginifif, 
which he had vndcnakcn to commend , doth lay togcather fo manic inufor- 
tuucsofmarncdpcoplc,thatitis<ihorrourtore3dcilicm.Forhcproucih,th« 
' * beiofc 
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bcf 'letlicir marriage, and when they mariic, and euciiaftcr,al is trouble and The mire, 
vexation , cmd Ut\ of a world of miferics •, and tha^ifthey haue anie touch of liciufm^r- 
dcli;^'>t , it is not coniparablc to their gricfes ; bccaufc it is drowned in ihcir ^'fJ I'co- 
piciciK calamities, and in thofe, t hat hang ouer their head for the future. ' * 

j. S. Cr^ont H^l]en is fo large inhisdifcourfc of the felf-fame miferics, s.Gr^^. 
tint ( as he fayih himfdf } ic were matter enough to make a Tragcdic. For n,)jj.uh dt 
n^tt >rcj>catcal that goes before , the paynes of child-bed are intollerabJe, '^"i- «• J- 
bccjiifc nor only rhewotnbe of the mother ismoftpiitifuily torne in pieces, 
but tiic liulbindj'f he haue anie feeling, muft needs becxcecdin-Iy i^iicucd 
at it. VVhuuhisis ouer, and the danger part togeather with ihc'paine, and 
thcchi d b >rnc , which was fo ion j; defired , the caufesof lamenting are not 
Icllr, bu.' rearer. For tlven begins the care of bringing- vp the chiid,thccon- 
[iivii! fcM c .call it come by fome mifchance (which chances al ages and Hates 
arc fuliucc vnto, but fpcciaiiy tiic tender age of an infant ) then'they are iea- 
I ii> c'lt it cdich a fcucr , or fal into fv>mc other difeafe. Finally (fiyth he) .. 
t!irin.'cii/s , which conic of niariia.;e, ate very manic : for ciiildren bring . 
f^h. uv,\\.civ:icy arc borne, and before they are borne, while they arc a- i. 
liiK'.ui ' \\ Men ilicv are dead. U a nian hauc caufc to ioy in tlic number of.. 
hischilJicii, ho h ith caufc of foirow , bccaufc he hath not wherewith to <. 
niiintainctiicm. Another perhaps hath laboured much to fcrapc a great dcale .. 
ch\caltl)togcatficr,andhathn(nanhcyre, towhometoleauc it. So that one.. 
mill's happines is ano'hcr's misfortune, while neither of them would hauc. 
thar bcfal him, u herat he fees an otiier tormented. This man's fvveet child is m 
dead ,the other's Hues dcboilht .-both certainly are to bepitticd,onegricuin" .. 
itthedca:h,ihcotheratrliclifc,oftheirownechild. Whocan number thedi- ,c 
ftcmpcrs , the tvoubIcs,the branglin;.',s , which rife euerie foot bctw ixt them, ,. 
vpon true caufcs,and faife fufpicions? This and much more to the like cft"ci:i i^ c. 
thcdifccutfc ofS.Greai>ntK^(l<n^\w\\icU alniolt word for word i". R^Ol takes ^ ^''A'* 
vp.anlcnla gcth hinifelfinit withagreat dealcof Rhetorick in tl.elJooke, 
v/hidi he vv.otcoftruc Virginitic. Andi./iifw/if nolcllccopiouny and tf- ^' "'"»'"'• 
fc<;tMlly icpcates the fame ajainll UuinUn, 

4. For my put , I am of opinion , that S, lohn Chnfoflome fayd very truly S. f-. (hfyf. 
of this world of miferics, w hich married people are fubicft ynto,that no man '<' ^"i-^-i/ 
can conccaue the '.'rea:ncs of them, vnlelfe lie haue tryed them , and ti.ey that 
hiuc had the cx/cricncc be the oidie men, that truly find , that there is fjirc 
more furrow anJbiiernesinthedclights,%v hich people make account they 
iiial lia'ic,t lien picafurc and contentment. Bcfides that, ic is to be obfciucdas 
"ccrtaintruth,that both ihefc and al other forrowcsleeme much Idle , when 



wconly rcade or imagine them , then when we fecle them. For no grief can 
pofjiicarcvs, when wcima. incit afarre off,fpccially if it conccincnutoui- 
fMies,a$ when v/ca(flually fcclc it inourowneperfon. 

5. Tlicfc thcrci'o c are the ..cncr.al miferics connnon to al Slcuiar penpir, 
and from which rliry.that imcm ill ateafe,and meddle not wiih ;n,ie pub ick 
bufiticiatal, but attend only to the mcnaging of their ov/nc priua celtaie dc 
bruising, vp of their chiMren.w' ic!» people commonly account ahappickmd 
*^^lifo,aienotexefnpt. Butt)ierebeo:hcrs,thatJabour«f toy.'cinbiiii. cil. • of 
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f 
o fhc 

i>idU 



41- 



Marclunts. 



Ai.l.i 



I: p. 111. 



miiiltoHo nunicdaiii;crsoflircaiuiliinmcs,andincoinmoditicsotvvindanl 
weatlur, heat and cold, and die like ? Or ot Marcliants, that fj ending thdj 
vvholeiii\cintl)inkin^;of ihcitaducnturcs,in wiiiim'., and calling-vp their 
ends to{:catlicr, rake as muditoylc as if tKcy were day-labourers i,andchcfcjj 
litlcdilicunc<bciwixttlicin,but th.it tlic one labours in the funnc.ihcotl.cr 
inihcllude \ for as forcarc» anJroliicitude,and anxictie,andfcarc (hcnur, 
chant haih farrc pfreater, llil lakini; thought , what may be come of his U,i|>, 
whether it bccall-away or no , whether the plcinic (icorne bcliketopul 
dow nc the nj.itkct , or kail ( >mc other mifchance of th .nifands bcfal him, & 
fvvccp al away in an hovvrc, which he had fo long fwcat for, 

6. Whai Ihal 1 fay againcofthcnithu afpiic to pufcircmcnt ? Docility 
''^"^ not bcrcauc: ihciufclucs altogcatlier of their libcrtic , and t^utof agiccdicilc 
(lie of command ouer oihcrs ( wliich God knowcs whether they llial cwr 
aitainevnto, or how Inn; they njay cnioy it ) makeihctufeluts vcric (laucua 
prcfciu to oilier nuns hunvuts, uajtingvpon liuni like pages, and p^jtir? 
themfclucs vponanccciriticofobfcruin.'.cucilciurnc of their iicad, &cutt;? 
clianr;c of tlicir countenance) Vv hat doc they not endure by day, and what 
rcnduc n'ghts nuitl they needs hauc ? What fire would they not tunnc- 
thiou h to comi'allc their ends ? And when ihey hauc gotten that , which 
they ayincd at , they bume with a greater fire within ihctn , and makcS. At, 
fufiin's words good: Kichcs, and the fljadowcsoHjonour, and al other things 
of like nature, whcrin men think thcmfelucs happie, being voyd of true 
happincs, whatcomfott can they bring,fcingit is farrc more honourable not 
to (bnd in need of them, then to be eminent inthcnr,aiu| thefeareoflccfing 
ihcm doth torment a m.m more, then the burning dclirc did of getting them; 
Which kind of mrfcric S, VjuUnus alfo cxp'.cHcth excellently wcl in alon^ 
Exhortation, which he wrote in vcrfc to Ltcentius a yong man, that folloucj 
the Court o{r\:me for prefcrremcnt-fake , labouring to draw him from the 
world to the feruiceof C h R i s t i where among other things, he fayth thus: 

l^4ine f^owir, 4nii poW^rfnl to Htbmh the [Iron^ , 

\V//; (liitrs shapCi (olliciKs tlucaWrv. 
That wi»Ich he fayth of f^^wf inthofc d3yes,that it was powerful to dcboiDi 
''P ^"S- tijc ftf ong, that is, cuen fuch as irright be grounded in vertue , and diucrt them 
^^' from the coui fe thcrof .n>ay be fayd of .d other places in the world. Then he 

fhewes the vanitic and dangers of preferment : 

Ko-ivhope 19 rifr^noW leure tofal , dorh ihon^ 

Thj lurt. Stand fure ; 't is Wrfe tofAl from hioju 
And who is thcie, tiiatcan ftand furc in foflipiicricaplacc? whoistlicrc,that 
doth not rather llmd very tickle ? 7/hereforchcforctellcshimalfoofihcUie 
repentance, whicliex^'cricncc of fuch things is wont to bring: 

Toi Utty Aitd (hen m vainf, thouWill bew4ile 

l)tceipi(ul Upf , And rf:sh to btcal^e this lAjle^ 

\\/'>ich Ktiv thou buildd, ,t 

For oftimcs we rufli into the fnarcs and nct$ at vnawarcs,& afterwards wou. 
ravncbrcake()utofthcm,and we cannot , vnlcHc wclookctoourfclu<Jj>c- 
tiinc?. Wherefore hauiog difcourfcd at large of the m«^««cof fuchakindo^ 
life, hcinuitcthhimio the more cafic and more happic fecuicc of Chr'Ui 
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Shikj-of tht J9ik, betimes ; Chrifi's bHrdet 's hiht; 

Hit yuk^is fwett ; hit. word. is irttrhilis ftrmct-^ -■■■■ 

frttJome y dnd to (loofe to him , is , in n^ht 

Offonties cfGod, to cotamdtid oner yice^ 

J{ndpronde(l Lords dnd Kings CTC, 
And enlarging himfelf in the comparifon between ihcfe two Hues , flieweth 
how the feruicc of God is true frecjoinc , and the feruice of the world is vcric 
Oaucric, to which alfucharefubicifl, as (to vfc hisphcafc) by 
treqtteritine Court 

^nd Vrincclie pdlUcts, 
jlnd fuffering I{omey 

THj/^e choice ofmiferief. 
Where, as you fee, hctcarmetli the lining in Rome (fufferitit^ J{?mt) as a toyle- 
(omcik atroubiefomethingi a new manner of fpcach, yet fitly cxprcfling the 
matter he fpeakes of j and yet more neatly, where he llileth them volnnrunly 
ui'(ti4blf^ that Icadc fuch a life ; winch is as much to fay,as to be twice mifera- 
blc. lor if a man furfcr mifcric againll his wil , yet he is found in his iudgemct, 
whicii is a great comfort, and not only a comfort, but oftentimes a remedic of 
hismifci'tesibut he, that loucs the mifcric in which he is , doth not only crro 
in his iiid ;cmct, w hich is cf it fclf a great mirerie,but doth not fo much as fcek 
to auoid it, and confcqiicnily there is no hope of rcmedie for him. 

7. A Religious life is free from al thcfe euils, vexations, and miferies, 
which are in thcmfclues fo manic and fo great, and pcrplexe people of this 
world fo much , and teare their veric harts in pceccs. How nmch this free- 
dome from miferie is to be eflcemcd, may be partly vfiderftood by that, which 
pallcth in our bodie. For though we hauc no f|)ecial thing to take pleafurc 
in , >cr , if we be in health , if we hauc no feucrilli diftemper vnon vs, 
it" the humours of our bodie be not altered and out of order, wc take great 
plcafui e cuen in that want of difturbance j at on the other fide , it is a great 
vexation to be troubled wit!) a pay ne in our fide, or in our fecte , or in ajiic 
other part of vs. Tiic fclf- fame crfeift therefore, which pcrfc(5l health and 
tha geiural temper of humours worketh in our bodie, the freedomc from 
woiKllic doubles anil vexations , worketh in our foulc, and is of itfelf alone 
awondcifulplcalingand delightful thing. Wherefore feing people loue their 
health fo dearly , and fparc no coft to get it , nor time to attend vnto it, 
and manic fpe/id thetr whole fi6fiduce , with the woman in the Ghofpcl , to 
puichafc it , and abide fire and lance, fuflfcring their flcfli to be cut and 
burnt , r.ttlicr then fayleof it i who can think but the tranquilliticofa Rc- 
li;:;ou<i life is much more carncftly tobedefired, and al Iftlc enou?,h to bc- 
/l^iw and fper)d in the coinpafiTlng of it ? For that, which V. U',n \htyfcpom 
^vriting in dcfcdce of a Monaftical life, fayth, is vcrytruc : Which is caficr 
and iiifire ful of quiet ? to be intangled in fo manie and fo pickant care?, 
fiib;cct to fuch watch and v\ard, and flaueiie, to liue in continual (cac 
aiiddaylie follicitude , Icaft fortune fayle vs , our fubftancc wholy pcrilh; 
or to be at libettie , free from thefc bonds and cares ? For though a 
nun dcfirc no more then he hath , though he labour not to adde nioic 
^^cighi to the burden of his wealth j though we grant al this , is it not 
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,farrc better, 10 difchariicliimfcif of his burden , i. ^„, v.u.ncaDvth 

whiclihcluth alrcadic vpon his ni->uldcis ? Finally , as I fayd before jfrL 
, a threat happ ncj to be content with a few things of fnialvaluc .itnU' 
. tamly needs be a j;rcatcr happincs , to be abouc al neccfll.ie. And tljcfj^' 
Saint difcou. ling to the fame pumoft in one of his Homilies proucih flT 
howfocucr the world takes the Jifc of xM onks to be a diftaftfuJ and bu!<lf 
fomc hfe , yet in veiie deed it is much fwcctcr , and moic dcfircfuJ/for!i 
thcfc arc hi s ownc words } then anic other life, fcemc it neuer fo Avm md 
cade , and ioi proof tiuroF a.>pea!c$ to fccular people tlicmfclues to whoiv 
then he fpilce, anJfasthof them, thatwhenthcyfecrhemfclucshcdwdt 
with the iioubleandvcxaLimsofthi. world, t'unthcyca! them happict"! 
free f.om marriage Jiiieatquiet in M .nafteiics-, bccaufc they haucnotV^h 
worldiic fa InesCfe i;ncf to opprcllc them/hcy arcnot fubicatoalihofems' 
. and dan-cr> , and dvceittul plots , they futfcr not by cnuic, or icalou/Ic J 
. phanhcsofjouf, n.r a. iccther thing (,f that naiuie. ' 

■ 8. Whcrewcmiillnote.thatinihisonehjppincsthcrcbetivoPreatbfnc 
• hrsinuolued. For H.ll we areeafcd of the burden and hcanic caniagc 'aiJ 
/'-/ « C 7/V/omf callcs ir } of the world i fccondiy. bcin : difcharged of it' &,; 
It weic let loofTc, we arc at libcrrie; whicii libertic is accopanied w rth vnfwa^,. 
aojc delight. And God throu-h his powerand mi Juic hand bcin ' tliefolcau. 
ihour of It , i' IS not vx ithout great reafon , that in holic foMiegloiicih oftliij 
lus work, and prjfeffeth, that it is himrcif.^indno.bcaiecls.ihat >/;/../,/';,:< 
homJs of ttund .^Ijc , .,r;r/ feti h,m f,te^ 4nJ »,w<?/A /,,,„ 4 dWil(i„i^ in tbtilM 
U mch pad igc y. C;>f^'.rf vndcrftands of Reiijons people, giuin- thiscKcl- 
Icnt cxp: (. i.Miofit : Tiic wild Allc, that abidtth in the dcfci't, doth not vn. 
propcily (i.;nlyc I'c life of them, that Hue remote froin the troubles cf ihe 
vvorld. Andthis AlJeisfitlyfayd to be free, becaufc thcfcuituJcof fecuhr 
mi/indks, wherewith the mind is much broken, is very great, how feiier 
thepimes, which men take inthem, be voluntarie. Andtocouet nuhin^it 
al ot the worlJ, is, in eflTcdt, to be free from this fet uilcondition. h\ r \ro(^c- 
r.>us things lyclkc a yoak vpon aman's neck , while we couet them ; and 
iningsc, (le .mi aducrfc, while we fcarcthem. But iU man once pul the 
neck oh.ismmd from vndcr the command of temporal dc(?ics,hecnioyeih. 
kind oHibciti-MnrhisIife, becaufc iicis not rackt wi h dtH-eof nr ^ft'critif, 
n r iliai -htncd .virh fcirc of aducifitie. Foi it is a hard thii.g,and ahcaiiic 
l^om a c to l'cl.ibr((ft to temporal things, to beambi.iousofeartlilicthingf, 
tol .bMii- to hoMc that whiJ. isa!wa\es flipping , to ftand in ihln;s that 
cannot flan 1 , to ded. e that -vhlch is llil runnin ; from vs , and yet to' be vn- 
v.ii.in > to go uiih that which i, alwayes goin-V He thcrcf rcis atlibcriif, 
ti^attrca 'ing th.fedcfi esvndcr foot by tranquillitie ofminde. is difchargcd 
ot tl.o loiK ..f temporal thin ;s. Al this is of S. Gre^cre. 

9. VVhcvcf.reroconcludc.asamanthathathhisironsknocktoflr,&i5l« 
poc omof|Mi,,Mi , or istakcn out of the water , where he was halfdrow- 
"f , t ;n> . s he hath a great bcocfir uy ir , thou ,h nothing els be done vm 
'i"n , K. i,!cc m inner thai not a man, that is diawnc out'of the worJd.anJ 

fci ,ur f „;n o-ic cnlic cuil and trouble , as they aie . but f.om very 
iiiaiiKg cat mUchicfs and calamities , nuke account , thai he hath gotten 
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Tgrcat nutter , and cfteeme highly of chis one thing , though 7hcrc~were 
nothing el< in it ? Certainly , it is reafon he rtiould. And if wcbdceuc S. Hei- 
fiMTtly this 1$ the reafon, why the Holic-Ghofl in the Canticles dcfcribcch a 
Religious life vnder the title of a bed ^rt^vtil -with finv^n ; becaufc as a man 
lakes mofteafc in his bed, fo people are at inofteafeinReligion.Ithink.fayto 
S, /{frw4;</,thatthcbcd , whcrin wercflinihe Chuich , arcCloi/lcrs and Mo- 
nafleries, where we liuc quietly , voyde of fccular cares , and fice from tJic 
anxieties or this life. And this bed is manii'cltly (Ircvved with floAcrs, when " 
thclifeandconuctfation of the Religious Bietlirenrijincth with examples and «« 
pradtifesof the ancient Fathers, as Urcvvcd with (o manie odoriferous flow- " 
crs. Thusfayth5Jifrw.4r^, „ 

That Religious dtfaflitie is eafic, 

C II A P. I V. 

T is not enough to hauc fliewcd , that a Religious curfc 
of Jifc is ficc from the difficuhies and troubles , which are 
in the world ; for a man might fay , that though it haue noc 
the troubles of the world, it hath other vexations, which 
maVc it irkfomc and tedious. VVc wil therefore hcer make it 
plainc, that the whole order and prat^tifeof Rcligiousdifci- 
plinc is cade and pleafant ; a thing contrarie to the conceipt , w hich vfually 
peoplcmakcoflt,appre!iendingaRelij,iouscourfctobcintoiIerably burden- 
fame, asif'oneflioul llaya whole hil vpon a man's flioulder ; and therefore 

that, which uearet^fayofi.,rcqiiircih a liilc more attention. Andto ground ^""^ 
.urfelues vpon the principles of N,:tuic, wc nuifl vn.-fcrftand, that nothing 'fNatu^c 
i>fopIcafingaiul(.iconlormabletoNature,a5Vcrtue.F'c>rwhit is VertMC,if 
wcconfideritwel.but KrafonciiItiuaiedandiHrrfcaed ?Seingthertfore Kca- 
Ion is as natural to man , as man is to himfcif , becaufc without it he is not 
Man, Vertuemuft confequcntly be in the fame mcafure agreablc vnto him 
Which may be proued alfo by the natural & in-bred inclination and propcn^ 
fion , which Man hath to ^^crtuc, manifefting itfelf in iheioy, which we fceic 
^vifhi^ourfclucs, when wedocwcl, & ihe'fadnesontheother fide, &- de- 
ic6ion of mind , when we doc amide. If therefore Nature be fo dcflrous 
f^f Venue, the prae'tife of it mud needs bccafie and pleafant i forfo v\c ftc 
ichapneth in enerie thing els. Al things take m- ft contennicnt in that 
vvhichistnoa futablc to their naru'c, as, birds in flying, filhe^ in Ts immiof;* 
and cucric lining crcatu:c in the food, which is mofi natural to it. Fir though 
t'li. inclination toVertuc, of which we fpeake , be much weak.ied by On- 
pinal finne , and the multitude of our ownc offences ; yet ihefc at c but ( ut- 
uardcncombrances , asclowdrs betwixt vs andihc funne, or aflies heaped 
vp>n tite embers ; inwardly Nature flij inclineth to Vcrrue and good life 
andRcarondothalwaycsf.vay vs that Way , whcnfocucr thcfcouiward im* 
rwinicnts happen to be rcmoucd. 
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2. And thus much concerning the fupcrioui* part of oup foulc i Ict^TiS 
how the infcriourpartlhcrof ftands affe^ed. ^nfittle fayth , that naiuraiu 
itisfubicaandobcdienttoihevpper part , which is Rcafon, and that therio 
icdirfcrcihfromthe reft of our viral fundilons , which arc not pliable to the 
command of Rcafon, as t lie faculties which fcruc for noutiflimcot^ augmen- 
tation, and the like. And though this fenfual appetite of ours haueccrtaia 
motions and indinaiionsto that which isdclighiful , which arc peculiar to 
itfclf, yctinitfclf, andincucriemotionof it , it hath a reference to thcliglic 
of Rcafon ■JorefhetWiff , fayth Mi(htle, it Were, in vsineftr our Letttrs ts rtfrt- 
btnci vs^or tur Cfjuah fo ddmonisli vs^tr in femurs u entredtt >5. And it is a ftrong 
a' guincni , that it h Co i bccaufc cucric thing doth naturally take contcninienc 
m tiiat , which is like itfclf , and of the fat»>c rank and ftiaync. Our foulc 
therefore being wholy fpiritual , mull nccclfarily be moft delighted with 
things , that arc fpiiitual. Whcrvnon Abbot /p4C , a moft holic man ( aj 
Cdfi.Ai rclatcih ) com|)arcth our foulc to a feather. For as a> feather , fayth hf 
if it hauc no water or other grollc humour vpon it , is cafiiy lifccd vpfconi 
the earth oil-high wiilieucriclitleblaft of wind^ fothe foulc of man , bcin; 
a fpiilt, iiath a natural lightncs, whicheafily mountcth itto things fupcmi 
and Ccicftial, contemning bafc and carthlic dungs, if vice and worlJlic cote 
doc noc opprclVe it. 

5. rinaliy , wc flial not neeJc to dcmurrc long vpon the proof of tliij 
point, fcing nomancandoubtofir,vnlcirc he wil wrong the Diuinc Wife- 
dome , and accufc it of imprudence. For hauing created al men to the end, 
they might purchafe eternal fclicitieby good works and vpright lining , it 
belonged to die fclf-fame Prouidence ( the nature wherof is /o diijitft M t'^ini^i 
fwcetl^ ) to make them of fuch a mold , as might not be repngnant and ad- 
ucrfc to the end , for vviiich they were created, and draw ihcm from it , but 
rathcpfurthcr them, and put them forward , asfarre as the ftrcngthof Na- 
ture cm joc , howfocucr of itfclf alone it is not fufTicicnt and ftrong enough 
tobcare them quite througli. And 1 fee no reafon , why wcfliould make anie 
qucflion , but that God haili dealt fo withvs , fcing he hath dealt fo with al 
other creatures in the world. For bccaufc the end of the Fire is to be abouc al 
o:!icr FIcmcntSjGodhatliput a natural lightnes in it , proportionable tothat 
er.di iu like manner the Earth is naturally hcauic& lumpilti, bccaufc the Ccn- 
ici thcrufis the midft of the world ;& the fame is in al things, tiiathauciirc,& 
in otljcrs alfo tliat hauc no lifc.God therefore holding thin courfc in ihingsfo 
fancioftriourtoman ,& ordained to ends farre vncijual indignitie& woithj 
Ihaiuc think ,hcf\varucth from it in a nature, that is tl.cnoblcft of ihcnul, 
& cid.iinedtothciiighcft r:nd,thatcanbe?5". ii^yi/fpcakingof Charitic pro- 
utili by tills vcric argument , that it is cafic and very natural for Muito louc 
Ciodi -md what he fayih of Charitie , may 6c applyed to al other Vcriu«. 
Chariiic, fayth he, towards God, doth not depend vpon precepts of lear- 
ning. For as wc doe not learne to looke vpon the light , and take plcafutc 
init;or to loueourovvnc life, or our parents, and thofc that hauc giucn vJ 
our bi ceding, much klTc doth anic outward learning teach vs to louc God, 
but at tlicinftantthat man cntreth vpon his Being , lie hath withal a natural 
iullinc'l of reafon ingrafted in him,contayning'the bc'iiming of a kin-lof 
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nca(ht:c of iouln;^ him. And proueththis his Tenet at laric .bccaufc God 
hauing gi'tcn Man diners other natural abilities proportionable to the pcr- 
forma.Kcorwhatrocucr he hath tommaqded, toihc end he inii;ht not com- 
jiainc.ihat his Commandments aregricuous,it was fane tnorc r.cccl!. lic he 
iliotild do the like in the Con)n)andment of the Louc of God, it being il.c 
grc3'ellofa],and conftqncnrly moft ncccflarie welhouldfrom our cradle 
haucanimpuili)n towards it, whicii might cariic vsvnto it. This and much 
more to the fame clVcct is the difcomfc of^. Jidfil , which thc-ijgh it were of 
force only in Chaiitic , yet it were a great help in nature to al }_oodnes , in ic- 
oarJol the command , which Charitie hath «iuer al othn verities ; buthidccd 
thar,\vhich I'.c faytli of Cliariiic, holds in others alfo : fortheicafon, which 
lc{;iucth, talvcs place in al , to wit, it was ncccflarie, that in Narurc itfclf 
tl)ciclhouldbefomcbc.,inningscfvcriue, which might help it,nottorcnft, 
hut the m-rc readily to runnc with the Commandments of Gcd , to the end* 
v.xmightthcmorceaiily obey them. 

.]. That whichuch uc hithcitofayd ,is groundcdvpon the facilitic of ^ r 
doiiv^gocd, uhich (Jod huh planted in our vcrie nature, uhich is nothin- M'oTitlcc 
to that , w Inch the force oi Graccdoth put into vs. That w hich is in Nature^, uul. 
is but a hcL inning , and a kind of feed , which of itfclf alone can doc nothine* 
Grace giucth the true forme and fi ulc, as 1 m.-^yfayjout of which vcriuoui 
anions doc proceed, andjin a word, it makcih man anew »/»4», asihcApoftlc i Cn, ,y 47 
r{Takcth,Cf/f,/?4/4Wz;/«/«fiandgiucthvsaneiv hx,t, and reaewtihaniipnahii'/'l w» 
IfirjfinouibAVeh. S.Mac^rius in one of his Homilies fctteth forth theeffedt'^of ^'""" 
idis Grace very liucly , telling vs, that our Sauiour Chrill came downe from '''"' ' '*** 
licaucntochm;;c, totiansformc , to renew our nature , and tonew-moldc 
this foulc of ours , by finnc intan -led in manic cuil aftldtions and difpofitions 
tcinperingit with hisDiuincfpuir.Uccame.fiyJi he, togfucvsa new mind'" 
a new foulc new eyes , new hands , a new fpiritual ton(;ue , and , to be llioi r' " 
tomakcthofc, thaibdccuc in him. new men For hctlutcncrcarcd& nmlti' ' '" "' 

Vlycd the fub(la.icc of hue Loaiies i a u! gauc fpcach to the AHe , u hich by naw"^^^^^ 
turc was abfolutly dumb •, & made tlicFue like a wind of dew blowinu not- 
jvuhflanding that naturally it bur..e:h i and tamed the ra-c of the Lyons for " 

Daniel sfakci he can alfoturncafcMlcintohisgoodncsand peace &filit with 
a good fyiin , though of itfclf it be like a defert growne wild with finnc 

^ This S,MjcArm fpeakcthol (he Grace , which GodoffVrcthtoal ; but The- (h.ur 
bclKJcsilns , the peculiar Grace of a Religious vocation doth put fo much new "f vucati.u 
iifcand hcngtlnnto them, that arc cndcwcd with it , that they pe. fotmc with 
agrcatdcalcoffacilitie, and, in amanner, with no labour. at al, that which 
otiurscannot a^yay-with,that hauc northat grace, and that, uhich indeed 

hcmrelucscouldnotdobcf..fc.Forasabcan,thatha«hnorean-n.cann(.tpcr. 
orme an.c thing , that properly belongs to reafon, as, to infcrre a Conclufion. 
^' 'ulgc ofa thing , to giue aduice , t o forefee that which is to come ; but Man 
otingendcwcd with rcafon, doth ihcfc things as eafily as vfc his hands & feet • 

^'"^a man hauc notthevocationandfpiritofGod,whichincluc!cthPouertie. 
« ^ >bedicncc , and other vertues, it is wonderful hard for him to be content to 

Jaucnothmg,and toycaldhimrelfouertoanothei'suil ; but if he haue this 
vocation , he taket h great comfort in it. 
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5. Finally , bcfides Nature and Grace , dailic praflifc breeds a cuftonje 
and habit of doing wcl , which is another Nature , altogeathcr as forcible 
and cfllcacious as Nature Itfclf •, and when it is once gotten and grounded 
in the mind , al vcrtuous adlions arceafie and plcafant. To which purpofc 
5^. Lfofayih very wel : The affcdlion , which cxcludctli earihlic loue is 
ftrcn^thned by cudonic of doing wcl ; bccaufca man's confcicncc muUne. 

, ccllaijly take dclieht in good works , and willingly do that, which iiij I 

, (;bd it hath done. Religion therefore being nothing clibut a continual ptK. I 

tifc and trtdin;^ in al kind of vcrtue , the exercife of vertue mud needi 

nroweucric day caficr then other , and in tiine , as Co manic goodlie treei 

Drinq forth abundant fruit, and furniih a Religious foule withplemic^inj 

prcfic, and Keauenlieplcafure. Tliis is the habit, which lafiian dcfcribahJQ 

i. a certain place inthcfc words, to wit :^Vhcn a foule is transformed into a 

habit or venue , that i$ , when a man hath Co accullomed himfclf vnto it 

* and gotten fo much louc of it , that he thinks it the prctioufcft thing in ik 

' woild , and takes the iranfgrcfnon of vertue , or the poyfon of fiiinc,to 

' be the grieuoufcll torment tliat can be ; w hen a man is conic to this , he 

niuft needs take more contentment in his fobcr and continent life ,ihen 

others doe in their incontinencie and riot -, the flower of chadiiie muft needs 

be fvvccter to him , then the filth of fenfual pleafurc to them that aic fcnfuil, 

finally , he cannot but reioyce more when he is humbled , and hapncth vpon 

an occafion of fuffcring for Chrift , then worldlic ambitious people in the 

applaufe, and gloric, and preferments , which they fo eagerly hunt after, 

6. Vpon thefe and the like grounds wcconftantly auerre, as in the be- 
ginning, tiiat a Religious life is fo far re from being harfli and difficult, that 
it is rather wonderful fweet and pleafanr. And we may addethctcftimonic of 
}\tgind\ili4i z Dominican-Friar, one of the firfland principal companions of 
S. Dom'mnk,. He was a rich wealthic man in the world , and liucd daintily at 
cafe ; after he had vndcrtaken that rigorous andp:iineful kind of hfc, they 
that knew him before , often asked him Cnot without fomc .iftoniftmcnt ) 
whether lie were not mightily troubled with it \ and he ahvaics anfwcrcd 
whh a chcarful hart and countenance : I would haue you know .that al 
tlicfe things are fo fweet and pleafant vnto me , that often I haue been gri^ 
ued at hart, that 1 line focafily; and hauc thought, that I merited nothing in 
this life by rcafon of it. This was I^e^inaUus his anfsver i and manic more , yea 
al good Religious people, if they were asked , would anfwcr the fame. I 
in)Tclf hauc heard manic fpcakc to the fame eflTctft, and complaincgricuoufly, 
as if liicy lead an idle and lafie life i whcras notwithflanding they applyed 
thcmfclues Rcligioufly tothofccourfes , whichinaSccuhueyc jmeafunn^ 
al by Senfe, fgcmcfo harfliand rigid. 
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CHAP. V. 

F we lookc wel iuto curfclucs, we dial find within vs a great 
diuerfuicof AfTe^jons, which Godhaih planted in our nature 
for good ends,that as faithful and obedient feruanis,they might 
be rcadie to execute vpon aloccafions the commands of Rca- 
fon , and be at a beck in al things Whereby we may alfofce, 
that nothing can be more vnfcemclie or more dangerous, then to let thefc our P^^O''' 
Paflionsloofle.Forcafting-of theyoakcofObedicnce,thcytraylcamanwhi- 'J^,*^((f"^" 
ihcr they lift,and rule him , that (hould haue ruled them -, as a horfc without a good. 
bridle doth oucr-rulc and endanger his rider. Fortius infcriour part of ours, i„coniic- 
whichisthefeatcofangerandlu(l,islikerothat,whichisinbeaiis, andcon- nicut, that 
fcqticntly it hath no gouernmeni or wifcdome in it, nor anic kind of light or I'afsioa 
viidcrnanding, As therefore, if it were poflible for a man to walk with his ^^'""^^ 
head downwards and his feet vpwatds , befides theincommodiiie, ihatal '" ** 
the filth and ordure would light ptcfenily vpon his face, which is the bcau- 
tifulkft part of man , it would be anintoUerabletoylc , and labour , and 
payne to him , to fuffer that alteration , fo contrarie to the natural fituatiort 
ofhis limmes ; the like inconuenienccs doc happen in our inward man , when 
the order, which God hath fctled bctwixtthcluperiour at^d infeiiourpattof 
our foulc,is turned vp-fidc dovvne. jlvijittlt himfelffawihemiferie of it , and ^^;tj,,^ 
defcribcsit in thefe words : Villous people cannot be at quiet wi hinthcmfel Etli^.C 
ues , but hauc their minds turmoilcd and diftradedintofcueral fa^ioni.as 14. 
in aciuii warrc : one part of the mind grieuing at that , which it wanteih \ the «• 
ether rcioycinginthat,whichitisafl»ametocnioy,andfois,as it were , dif- «• 
ioynied ik pulled hither and thither: and though no man can gricue and reioyce •• 
al at once , yet they prefcntly gricue , becaufc they did reioyce ; and their life is «« 
ahvaics ful of repentance. As therefore they ,that arc continually haled and «• 
haiucd with thefe turbulent affcdions , as with fo manic furies , ate cxtrcamly 
tnhappicifothcy, that arc voydeofpaffion, and haue alihings quiet within 
them , inuft needs cnioy that incomparable peace , which furpaflcth al vndcr- 
ftanding.and leadeamoft fweet and pleafantlife, 

2.I1 wilnot be amine to hearc, what one of the ancient Philofophcts^nd PaAionatt 
he that was the eloquenteft attiong thcm,thoughaHeathen,doth fpcakc in "ic" arc 
this inattcr. What ( fayth he ) firal wc fay , when we fee a man burning '"°(* ^^^^ 
and raging with paOionate afrcai>ns , mad with Tnfaiiable dcfires of cue- ",^*® P*** 
tie kind of thing , and the more profufely he followeth his pleafurcs in cittr: 9, 
«1 tilings , the more tormented with firie thirft after them ? may we not z'*/'"^ * 
iiidiy fay , he is 3 moA miferable creature ? what ? he that fct vpou a •* 
%k pinnc ojiuth himfclf to idle mirth and vnconHderatc geftures, is he •• 
not the more vnliappic, the more happic he thinks himfclf? As thefe therefore - 
«ic miiciablc creatures , fo ihcy arc happic, whouac fearc doth not fri^ hty.* 
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„ that can anic way bcfal him in tiiis life, and confcqucntly is not touchedwiih 
„ fcarcor ^ricfjorniouedwithdiforJcrcd dcfires , or fct a-gog with fomc idle 
„ fancic of delight , why (hould wcn.n account him happic? And if vcrtuefec 
„ thccaufeofthcfcctFcds, vvhyfliouUl not vcrtuc alone make vshappie?Thii it 
that Heathen Philofophcr'sdifcouifcjof which 1 know not what to fay other 
then that which S.^ftrg«(?iw,bringing his words vpon another occafion.fayd of 
" him : Whatdocyou think of thcfc words? were they not fpokcn by Tnjtjj 
Tit.t.n. itfelf by whofc mouth he would? And that , whichthc ApoftlcfaydoftJK 
.*' Crctcnfian Prophet: This ttflimtnie is true, 

^. Wereadethclikcdifcourfc in another Philofopher, who wasalfoiHa. 

T^Vur-f; Jf thcn,and giucth moreouer this reafon of his faying; As health andthcconftwt 

r'!t, tCHH'" oiour bodic is the ground of al the delight,which our bodiefcelet,iiifo. 

nMichthat,whcnourbodieisdiftempcred,v\eloatl.cthcdaintieftfarcthati$;fo 

to the endjthat we may taftc tlic plcafurcs of the mind , our mind itfelf mud be 

T!ie tern '" '^*^"'' '^'"P^^^'^*^ '=^»*f ^^^^ ^^ voyd of fcarc , and cnioy peace and tranquil. 

p:r ,;f our ^'f'^^vithin itfelf, if this health be wanting in our mind, wcfhalncucrknow, 

nun J, i<: what bchmgs to pleafurc. For though wc n»ay be put in good hopefor a wliilf, 

tfic -rr,u!Kl and hauc,as it were,aglimfc ofdelightifome care or other, fomccroiTeanxieiie 

"ri'lcafur?. niiliini» vpon vs,u il fuddenly dafli it , and amaze vs , as marriocrs atfca, when 

Taylin^ with a profpcrousgalc, vncxpcdedly they fee thcfcluts vponitodlf 

our mill J be in g(^od order, as when wc tccoucr ofaficknes, andourftonaclc 

begins to grow vpon vs.wc rcllflicoorfc bread & checfc,and feed wichdeli^lit 

vpon fuchgrollcf '.re, though before wc could not lookcvpo thedayntitftltre 

that was, Co if a man Jiaiic his mind purged ofcuil humours , hcis alwaicscon* 

fcntjctjcn In gicatcft want. Thou wilt be co«tcnt,fayih he,wiih thy fc]f,ifthc« 

once know w hat is good and vpriglu. Thou wilt abound in ptuci tie, .ind be a 

kiiig.andapiiuatcoidinaiic life vvil Uc as welcome vnco ihcc, as lo bearcrulc 

and br in office. 

4. Scin^ tlicrcfoic there is fomuchhappuies,&: fomuch plcafure to be had U 
healing and compofing the turbulent humours of our mind, and that irislo 
iiui.ii s of ""'^'^ ^''^ ^^"^^^^ ^^ ^'^ dcfii cd , the more agreablc it is to Naturc;lct v$ fee, what 
our uiind, "*^^P^ Religious difciplincdoth afford towards the curingofihcm.firftjtcut- 
teth oftthc caufes and occafions of them. For as Phifitians prcfcribe abftinenc* 
from certain mcates that arc hurtful and breed i I humours in a man's bodifj (0 
Religion barrcthalthings.by which difordcr may rife J for that, which ^. C*r- 
gorfc faytl), fh4t ^Ibrtuih of chtrifie^ttm^ rptn dejirecfearthlie thing^s , l;t(4n{(tth(ti 
i4{e thutffotn vjiWw/Mrc/iwr.tnay be apply ed to manicothcr things.For whcn- 
focucr we break forth into pa'T.on.andfal vpon oti crs, ihegroundofitisthe 
Jouc ol fornc cirthlic thing. This is the caufc of ftrilc, and debate , and brang- 
hn.,^aiul that wcrunncoiirfcluesvponihc pikes, and difquictourfcluc$,ard 
ag -iicuc others anJ the like i with which difcrdcrj the worldis fo niuchdi- 
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lliacicd ai.d tornc in pceccs. Which made S.TiUcMttu.' fay, that the SonnCS of 
t.is world arc like whcatc in a fine or vanne. For being , as it were, caftinio 
thjs u oil'f, as inro a \ ai.ncthcy art crniinually toflcd to and fro will- n-con. 
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Aant thoughts, and tumbled vp and downe as in a tempeftuous wind of carth- 
Ijecares and dcHrcs. And as the cornc is ncuerat rcft,bui thro wne now againft 
one fidc,now againft the other , and in continual motion j fo the authour of al 
>ickednes,thcDiud, doth continually moleft, and trouble, anddifquiet 
tlicm.hauing once intangled them in worldiie bulincncs, and giueth them not 
an Howies rcfpit. ThiswasS.MMMtius his conccipt of wordlie people. And 
S.UhnCljrjifeftQini wil telvs, what wc are to thinkofihofc, thai liueinReli- S. hhn 
gwn.Inoneof hisHomilics vpon !>,Mjtl)ew he fayth,f hat there is as much diffe- ^>vM^' 
rcncebctwixt the moftdclightfulhfeofa Monk (for fo arc his wordsjand the """■^'^ ''* 
pleafures of Secular people , as betwixt a quiet hauen and a boiUcrous fca ; and ^^ 
thcgroundofthisfcliciiie.which Monks enioy,is,bctaufeauoyding the noyfc 
and'diftradtion , which publick pl.ices and markets are ful of, ihcy liue where 
they haiic nothing to doe with things of this world, where no human thing 
difquictsthc,nofadncs,nogricf,noanxietie,nohazard,nocnuic,no[ihfullouc 
nor anie thing of this naturcibur giue themfelucs u holy 10 the comcplation of 
chcKingdomewhichistocome, and whatfocucrleailcstoit. Tliis is the firft 
hclp,which Religion affords towards the alaying of the heatc of our Paflion?. 

5. Another medecine it liath, which takes aw ay the veiie root (f the difcafc, T«otl.inr 
Ttvo things fetourPairionsonfire:thcapprehenfi )nofgood , and the appre- fct oi.r paf^ 
kcnfion ofcuil. rorwhcnathingisreprelented vntovsasgood , thcvcrie ap- r«..mou 
prchcnnon, which N.iiure hath of a thing futable vntoit, (lirrcs vploue; if '''*^' 
we haue not the thing , loucbreedcsdefire;ifwchaueit, it brcedcs content 
and plcafure. Contrariwifc if wc conccite a thing to be cuil or hurtful j wc 
hate it, hatred makes vs fly fromiiandauoydit ; if wc cannot auoydit,'but 
that it wil come vpon vs, then comes grief and fadncs. In like njannc r . in'thot 
pait of our Appetite, which is the fca te of Anger, two fcucral motions rife 
vj^on the apprchcnfion of good, to wit.hopc ami dcfpaire, two vpon the appre- 
hcndon of iniminenteuil, fcarc and audaciiici one vpon the euii which is prc- 
fcnt.to wit, anger, which differs fiom fadncs, inrcfpca it doth not ycald to the 
euil,that prcHcth vpon vs,but ftriucth againft it .-ind rcfifteth it.Seing therefore 
the whole troupe of our Aftlaions is lead by this one Apprehcnfion of Good 
and Eml , lookc what apprehcnfion or iudgemcni we make of good and euiJ, 
fiich dial wchnd the defires and affe<5iion$ofourrnind to be.Nowthcwholc n i • 



prcucutJ 
al trouble. 



dtik of Rchgion is to alter our apprehcnfion frcm catthlic things , which 
falny vfurpc the name of good, to fpiritual things, which are truly good, and 
Jiidccd to rid vs wholy of tlicm , and free our hands from them , to the end wc 
may attend the more pcrfc^ly to the purfuiteandpurchafcofthat, which is 
fpintual only j which whofocucr dot h coiiipafle , doili as it wcrcat one blow 
cut-ofal the roots and ftrings, that feed P. flio.For what fliould trouble amaiT, 
that isthusfetled? what fhalhe need to be afiaydof? Icaft his marchandifc 
peraiibyfl)ipvvrack?orhiscornc& wincby hayle?orhisfonnedycvnd^rage> 
or leaft men be offended with him?orhe Ircfcihe fauour ofhis Prince>He hath' 
voluntarily ftolcn himfelffromal thcfc thin. 's,and confequcntly preucntcti sItUc ilufe- 
»uch cafualtics, and made himfcif impregnable for whaifucuer a/fault of For- rc.rc l»c- 
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C>. Finally, there is this may.nc difference betwixt temporal and fbirlioapf""' * 
w^'UfiJ. Temporal tilings arc caiily loft ,. and fubicd to inftnit cafiiaJties'', iHing,'.' 
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and tijcrcforc the getting of thcai, and the holding , arc alwaics ful of cndlTIt 
care and anguifli:SpirituaI things arc giucn vs by God i & no power vpon#2J 
nor 10 hel can take them from vs againft our wii j and confcquentlyT-j/ 
trade in them, liue voydc ofalfcarc, fauing that which the Prophet cXh 
k9lte fun^ which kccpeth vj: alwaics in fubiccflion to God , acknowledein f' 
infinit power oucr vs-, and this fcarc is not only quiet and peaceabk ^b!" 
(which a man would wonder at) encreafeih confidence and fccuritie * 

7. Thccndeauour of cucric Religious man in particular togcatijct whK 

the aOilUnce of his gouernours and Superiours, is moreouer nofmaiheln 

the rooting-outof al difordcrcd motions \ fpecialiy being a chine which «^ 

riconedot.i apply himfclf with fcruour vnto, as the chief excrcife andtt! 

ploit.in which heistoplayhisprize. And what flial I fay of the honoured 

plcafurc, whichaman findcs infollowingof VenucJoroftljeioyeioffpT 

and that moft fwcct tepaftof mind , which weenioy by conucrfing widiS 

Which from the Mind diffufed into Senfc, doth fo (mdy^ the hSnjreriliftof 

with food of a higher nature . that it loathcth euer after a! ordinarie and volgir 

meatcs. Finally fobr ietic and moderation in diet and apparrel helpeth to theor. 

Bering of our Paffions. For asfuhiesofmcate,and drink, anddayntiefaredoih 

dead ihc fpicit, and quicken fcnfe; fo fobrictic tames that pattofvs, which 

gapes after plcafure , and makes it not fo forward to kick; as a bead th« 

i> abridged of his oatcs, is the lamcrby it^and the other part, which i$the 

fcate of Reafon and counfel . h the more quick and able \ both which V. Bi/3 

cxprcflcth in ihefc words : As a fountain of water drayned into feueral bran. 

^ chcs . ma kcs tiie land , through which it runnes , fertil and frefhj fo if the vice 

^^ of gluttonic fprcading itfclf through tiic veynesofour hart, and running from 

,. f"^"*^^» ^\^^*^f «^o"f ki\h%, ic muft needs turnc our foulcs into a wood of 

Juitful dchics , and make it a reccp[aclc of wild bcafts. 

7. Thcfe be the helps , by which Reli-ion brings a Soule to th.it quiet 
ilate of mind we fpcake of, andcompo(ing and keeping downe our Partionj, 
' dchucrsthccommandand ruleintotheiiandsof Reafon, which only ought 
to rule, and Reafon free from the violence and encombrance of them, iswil- 
linjy fubic<a to the wil of God , and confequeitly, as in a wel-ordered fami- 
he, there is nodifTenfion , no difcord, no contradidioni buicucrie oneattfti- 
deth to his office, and performeth his dutie with eafe and diligence. Who ther- 
fore can doubt, but fuch a Soule fo ordered , is in a mofthappieandmoflde- 
lighttul ftatc, tallintr vpon earth the firft fmits of the Celeftialhabiritlon, 
where cucrie ihmg flial be brought to a moft perfc^ peace and concord? 
Which I take to be that peace , and that fitting at reft and quiet, and that in- 
ward fiiencc, which is promifed by the Prophet Efay to Vertue by the gerf- 
ral name ofluftice, which giucseuerie one his due. For no State dot hfo per- 
teaiy giuccuerie one his dueas Religion, giuing, and reftT>rlng, andperfedly 
iubicchngvstoGod, whofc we arc alofvs by right, as I ftiewed elf^whcTf. 
^ndwt m,^,f h(i,ce, faytii i\c,sh^lheptace,*niitf>ef,erf6rmdmt of lu^ktJUmt 
^ndffcunutfor tntr. ^n J my people shM fit in the btsutie ofptace.dnd in uhttnaUi tf 
coNfiuet,ce,4ndinariHietful •fwtdlth. What doth man defirc more then reft and 
quici > not that reft which is idle and vnfruitful , ftore whcrof we fee in idle 
people of tlic wotldibui fuch as is wcalthie.and profitable, and furniflied whh 
^/piiiiu^i coinmoditicsi as the holic Prophet dtkiibah it. 




Ofihe fUafure , yfhich Religious feofk fakf In Traycr, 

c H A P. vr. 

O the delights, which wchaue hitherto fpoken of, wc may 
addc the comfort of Prayer and Medit«tton , which taketh-vp 
great part of a Religious life. How great tlte fwectncs of it is, 
and how properly Religion may be fayd to be the true feate of 
»t , £f*y the Prophet wil tel vi , comprizing both in thcfe few rsf, ^c. ^. 
words : The fonnesoftheftranger , who adhere to our Lord " 
toworfliiphim , andloue his name, and to be his feruants,euetie one that " 
keepeththeSabbaoth , leaft he pollute it, and obferucih my Couenantj I wil " 
bring them to my holie hil , and make them ioyfiul in the houfc of my prayer; » 
their Holocaufts and their Sacrifices ftial pleafe me vpon my Altar, bccaufc my » 
houfc Ihalbe called the houfe of prayrt to al people. This is the large pro- •• 
mifc of the Holie-Ghoft, which not only for the inward fenfe, bat eucn for 
(he outward found of the words doth fo properly agree to euericRcligious per- 
fon , that wc may fpare to ihtcrprete it further, leaft (as S, Juiu^in fayth in a s.^juit.flin 
certaineplacc vpon tl.c like occzC\or\) iHf desd thefttfur »ftht Vnplttncal fpt^cb, li. ,/, oi./». 
And what wonder is it, that God ftiew'uig his Prophets his Cluirch, that uas f. »«. 
focome, ftiould withal flicw themfo long-before the beautie of a Religious 
courfc, which is fo noble a part of the Church ? 

I. Firft therefore the name of ^fMw^m doth fitly fute with them ; becaufc ndf^.'ouf 
they haucnothingintheworldof their owne, but, aspilgrims,vfcitasifthcy J'^^v'^ 
did not vfe it i they haue no permanent cittie or abode, butfeeke thatwhichis [^'■'""''•'^ 

*°j^"f i-****^ *^^^*'^'"""^ ^"*'*^» *'*^'"? ^*'^"*^*^ ^"'" him with the ftiong '^',,'ij 
and indiflToluble bond of their Vow •, and are truly his feruants , and fo ftilc'd 
by al,bccaufe they liue continually in his ferutce, and their glorie is , to be 
called as they arc; they offer vnto him Holocaufts and Sacrifices , and that 
often, becaufe they offer ti.emfclnes wholv ; and they keepc hit Sabbaoth, 
liuing , not lazily without profit to themfefues or otiieri, as the people of the 
world oftimes do , but a quiet and retired life ful of hoUnes and deuotion, 
keeping holic-day from the works of the earth, and beftowing themfeluei 
wholy in the contemplation and Joue of God. 

|.Nowwhy may not Religion be called alfo the Houfe of Prayer, which Rdi^^iun 
^oddothfo much honour as to ftileitHis Houfej feingitrequirethfomuch the Houfc 
fxcrcife of prayer , and affoideth fo much eommoditie of performing it , as «^P»^>"- 
u ought to be perfdrmed? For firft ilcligionriddethvs of al outward care not 
^nlyoffoUowing huftjandric, or trading in marchandize ahd fuchlikenc- 
gotiaiionsof greater confequencc , butofthofe.which are of lefTe note, as the 
cireof houffhold-bufincs, education of children, finally of al. Thcfe are the 
DJnesofMeditation and Contemplation, notonly bccaufeihcy take vpalour 
"«e,. but much mote becaufe they flirrc vp fo manic paflions of anger, and 
<««, and fadncs , according to the frticra! euents which happen. Thefc 
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Pafllons partly difquicc our mind , that it can fettle to nothing tnd 
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^^ of cainal things ( for fo he fpcakcth ) Secondly , that we doe not only (Knt 

** out care, but the vcric mcmorie ojfal kiudof bufincs ; thirdly wc muft 

" ofFal dcira<5tion , inuliipliciiic of idle words , and , aboue al , the paffion!!/ 

*| anger and fadnes » finally , vttcrly rootc-out the rcmayndcr and occaConrf 

auaricc and carnal concupifccncc. Which iFit be true, ccruinly the trufcxtf. 

cifcofpraycrisasrarcinthewoild, as thcfc hindrances and inconuwicncti 

arc frequent in it ; and comrariwifc in Religion it is cade to pradifeit • ht^wk 

the ftiic iifclfhathalrcadicbarredal thcfc- iinpcdimcnrs, 

^j;"' J. 4 Moreouer Chaftiiicand a finglclifc is a great help to Prayer jwWchia 

]''riv'cr:as •'calon cucric bodic may fee to be true, and the Apoaiefaythit,conimcn(ii» 

C h'ilitic' Virginitic and a fmglc liFc; bccaufc ( as he fpcakcth) itginu dmnlttmn 

a. Ur. 7.|j. P'^^y '*''"'' LtrdxvUbtm hindfMct, The veafon whcrof among others, ail take 

it , is , becaufcas ourmind erowcs lumpiil), andbcaroth alvvayes downcwai(!i 

to b.\feand cauh]icthinffs,by the vfc of corporal pleafurc: fo by comincncitk 

becomes light and quick, and able, as it were with certain wings, to li 

Humilitic !'^^*'^ VP^« God i the puritie, which is in iifclf, furthering thcconiunaioDot 

M'oucrtic. ^t to that puritic, which is God.Thc lujmilicie alfo of fo poorc an cftiie, an4 

fo farre fromalhuraaiiglorie, is a iywcial difpoficion to Prayer. Foranw 

rcadc of our Sauiour , that in his lifc-tinv: he Jouingly embraced the liule 

ones, that were brought vnto him , and checked his Difciplcs ihaiwouU 

Afrfji/;. f y. ^laue forbidden them,faying: Let ththitle-onei come to tnc; for offucbistht KinidiM 

m ofhedMtn. So wc haue iuftcaufc to think , that he nraifiifcrh the fame do»v 

in hcauen } and conuerfcrh familiarly with fuch as be little. For if he made 

fo much demonftration of loue towards them, :hat had nothing humble io 

ihcm, but the tcnderncs of their age , how much grcauxfigncs ofioucwil 

he flicw to them, that hauc voluntaiily humbled thcmfelues , and brought 

themfelucs to that cxcelfc of Poucrtie and mcanc cftatc , which the Rci. 

gious liue in ? So that for ihefe and manic other rcafons there can be no 

doubt, but that Religion is thcHoufe of Prayer , that is , the moftcom- 

inodious , and mod conuenient place that can be, to exerdfe our mind 

in prayer , and coi^iinqc our thoughts in contemplation of hcaueolie 

things. 

Ji''iV!'iuch r ^* -^^^^^ ^° ^^'^^^^ °^''^^ ^'^^'^^^" and pleafurc , which is in this Dobk 

i^-u.H, of ^-"'cifcGod cxprcifeth ic in the words following: Imlmsf^ethtmityfi'i'* 

I'myc. *^'t {">**^f of my pr*;er, lie makes himfclf the authour of this ioy , an4 tiuly 

he is fo i becaufc it procecdcs from bim, and is of him. it proceedei ftow 

i»«ni,bccaurc he infufcth it into our foulci, the beamcs of his light fliine vpon 

vs , hi« huJines and his infpiraiions fal vpon oui harts. It is pfhim, be* 

caulc tlunc is noting els before our eyes to caufc this ioy ; neither caofo 

s n r«,r / ^y'^^^ '"y *•''' contenimciit rife but of God. So that wc fiud S. Btiti'd'^ 

fr ,, ,„ li[>mg,tobc true; By prayer wc drink the wine that reioyccth ihcban; 

c.,n:. the wiuc uf Q-int ^ which makcih vs drunk , and bringeih obJiuioo o| 
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cirnal pleafurc, And S, ^ttfuflm's : The teares of them that pi ay arc 
I fwecter then the ioycs of them that goe to playes. S. Fr^mii u as ohcn '„ 7'" T- 
wont to commend fpiritual mirth andcliearfuJnesto his Reli;;ious, as a fpc- 
cialdcfcncc againftthe temptations of tfcc Diuclj and fayd, that the ground ^•'''■'""'• 
oUhischeatfulnes was pwiiic cf mind, and that It Was to be purchafcd by 
good works , but chiefly by Prayer ; and therefore whenfoeucr wc find 'a 
ttorme^J fadnes comevpon vs, wc fliould betake ourfelues to prayer , as 
to I harbour or quiet hauen And certainly if we findfo much delight incrn- 
ver/ing with men of learning and wifedonie, that we can fpend whoJe dayes 
with them to our great contentment and fatisfa^ion j what flial wc thmk 
oftliecoinmunication andconuerfation,which wcmay haue continually with 
Che holic Angcls,to whome we are fo manic waycs obliged for their charitic &: 
carcoucr vs ? or with the other Saints of Hcauen , that know by experience, 
what it is to cariic this burden of flefli with which wc arc loaded ? or with the 
QuccneofSaints and Angcls,then whome vnder God there is nothing inthis 
woridmorc beautiful , nt.tliingthat thought or affe<aion can fixe itfclf vpon, 
with more delight and fweetncs ? 

5. VVhat flial I fay of Go D himfclf? Firft, the infinirncs of hisNaturf, ti,. dc 
hjjendleneGoodncs, Power, and althingi of exccfliuepcrrcaioncontcyncdlii'hr. 
in It , affordcth a Soulc a boundlcs fcope to walk in; and walking without ^^Vncl.i.in 
end,itcannotbutbcabforptin abottomleflTedeapthofdelighr. From thence ''''"""• 
againc rcfleding vpon the oonfideration of the benefits , which God hath 
powred forth vpon vs, cither out of the fuperabundant bountic of his iouc 
and good wil , or outofthc natural inciination,a$ I may fay , wiiich he hath to 
liberalitic -, and much more vpon thofe,in which fo great a MaicfUe hath ca' en 
lomuch paynes for our fakes ; calling to mind his forrowcs , his tfrmctits ilic 
manger, his pouertic, his whipping, his crowne ofthornes.his Cro/lc and 

rondermg eucnc thing with attention, and feazini; vpon them in conicinpla- 
tion,asvponan infinit ireafure of wcalthand riches now bdon inutorur 
fcIue$,andmadctoourvre; what ioy, whatgladncs, what conicntn.enr n.u/t 
a Soulc necdes takem it ? fhis caufcth a fountain of tcarci to pulh forth fr.mi 
oureycs, this melts vsintoamoftfweetveync of weeping, this makcth cur 

harttolcapcforioy within vs, and diffufcthitf^lftoourvciieflefliibcholdini! 
luchinfinit tc/limomes of the Diuinc loue towards vs , which of itfclf is 
tnough to rauiflivs with delight i and againctading fo manic wayes of the 
fjuitsofthis loue, by his heauenlie care and prouidencc oucr vs race in 
«'"shfc andalfurcd hope of eternal blilfe in the life to come. And^ihouda 
welayafuletheconfidcration of the profit, which comes vnto vs . theveric 
approaching to God by prayer and communication with him, is a thine of 

nothcr world. Fol asthcy , that come nearc the fire, grow warme by the 
neat one, and vvharfocucr is mini;lcd with honie, doth tnftc ofthcfwcctncs 
Home ; fo vv hofocucr Conioy mth himfclf with God , and , as 1 may fay 

ungcth h.mfelf into the foumain of al goodnes and happi^es , mult 

ih t W,.fo byihc communication . which he held with God ,reccaued fo ' 
htfo't^^^^^^ 
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7. Thcfc be the incomj)arablc delights and dayncies , which ihefenir^ I 
Godcnioy^andthcdailic food whccewith they arcfatned} that weibJ?*'^! 
wonder, if ful of this fpuitual marrow and fatnes, they be fo ihonjjiaJlkl? 
and compalFc fo great works in matter of vcrtuc and the fetuicc of God yi 1 
cafe. This enabled y.^ii/wiffofai rc,ihat, as it is recorded of him, ofttoAS I 
bc-inning hisprayeraitheflmtiing-inof ihceueninc ,hcwasfound«b2L I 
of. day in the faiic pofturcj complayning of the light , that it rofe lodZ!; 
We reaJcalmoft the fame of ^r/f »/«»», that Petting hiinfclf to hifprayttu?! 
cucning» and ieauin; the funnc behind him going downe^ncuftAif/fdiili! 
ihc mining the funnc fhincd againc in his fice. Syluanus was eucr vvont^ 
kcepc his eyes fliut, after he had been long at his prayers, that coming nk 
fAjd, fromihc wonderful fight of hcancnlic things, he might not betroibjd 

with the deformiticofearihlieobic^s. What (hilwc fay of S.Fi-rfufi/.whowd 
fumctimcs lifted vp fr©m the ground to a man's height , fometimesas hlirfiM 
ilic tops of trees , often alfo as high as the clowdes? Or of others wiAoii 
number , w bofc cxtaiies , and rapis , and long prayers arc ful of fuch like mj. 
raclcs ? Of which kind we mij'ht find plcntie in our daycs , if it were not ftoa 
tturpurpofctuiUndrehcarnngthem al. And wc that arc ofthemanie.iDi 
cannot lopkc for fuch cxtraordinaricfauoursatGod's hands, yet in ihe'ttm 
nicdo.ricie.whichhcisplcafcd toimpartcvnto vs, find fo much fwcctiw, 
that the Jittic, which wcenioy, \% diJift:ful4bouegcU4N<iprt(i»Mijien(,4ndfwm 
thw home undtk hotiK'Ctmbe, 
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Ofmame other f^irinal delights , y\^htch Religtous 
people etjtoy, 

CHAP. VII. 

T is re«ordcd of ^. l.dHrenct lulHman (ofwhofefarKfimcand 
wifdomc we hauc had often occafion to fpcakc ) that he w« 
wont to fay in conimcndaiion of a Religious life, among wbff 
things J that God hath of purpofc concealed and hidden tbc 
pleafurc of it ; bccaufc if men did know what it was ,tW 
would not be able to ftay thcmfclucs from running to it, and the world be 
wholydifpcopled. 

1 . This tcuimonie of fo great a man is the more weightie , becaufc he fpal^« 
ofhisowne experience in commendation of the life , in which he hid be«n 
brcdvp, and continued from hi5yoHth,andwas a man of fo great a wit, M 
which isthc principal, fo abundantly fnrniflicd with the light of Grace, tbt 
his vcrdiclrnuft needs be of great authoritic j though he i$ not alone of fhi' 
"piiii-^n , for al men concutrc in the fame , and they niofl of al , that hauemoj 
conaantly & withmoft fcrnour followed this courfc of life. 'P4/M"'irelafcth 
of -fiyot'c^ nho was a famous man among the ancient Hcremits, that haui"? 
fine hundred difciples , he was wont to bid them to be ilwaycs chearful and 
mtiiif, And amauOiould not mccicvpon earth fuch mirth and exultation a* 




ivil continually among them. For he fayd,it was an ▼nfcemlic thing For anie of g ^„„„, 
them to be fad and hcauic,thac had fuch a/Iurcd hope? of eternal hajpincs. t p 1. 15. 
The Infidels, and Ic-.ves, and wicked Chriftians might with rcafon be ttuly '•>«• 
forrowful.butthcfcruantsofGod Ihouldalwaycs rcioyce. For ifpeople , that 
traftickincarchlie things, reioyce in tliem ; why fliould not Rdii^ious people, 
that arc in piefcntpolUlfionfffo manic i^oodthinj»s, and doc focciiainly hope 
forchchappincsot tjjc life to come, be in perpetual giadnes ? This was the 
iaying of that ancient Father •, and he fayd true, 

^,ForruftinthislhtC|cop!chaucihccomfortofa;^oodC()nfucnce,uhith, Rtli-iou^ 
if tilings goc wei with vs,<lt)tli much cncrcafc our ioy i if ihcy ha'-'j^encroflcas pcojilc 
fomctimcs perhaps they vvil.it isa^rcatfo'.acc vnto vs.andinrinc giueth life to "J"'' ^/^ 
iJtlie howies a Religious m.in doili liuc. For a i',ood Confticncc i'.,as it were,a j^^'^jfji 
Maiftcror Tucour, that lladcihat our elbow .boili in regard of the light bclon- 
gii.y vntoit , which withou: much al ceafiiy difcernethgood troincuil,iuft 
Ironi th.it whithisvniufl;andinrcgardot" the propcnfion, which it giues to 
ourvvil.tolouethat which i>good , and tolhunnctint, which appeaics to be 
fuil ; fo that whofocuer rclilUth this light , and this indinatiiMi or propcnfion, 
muft needs be in coniinual torment andvcxation , whofocuer i;octh with it & 
obrycth it, lines in ioy nnd con^fort. This wchauc out of S. /•/.'« Chrjf flom^wlxo S. lehn 
fpcakcth thus •, Though there be fomcpayncs to be taken in the pradifc of ver- [^^^^'^'""^^ 
luc, yet it fih a man's confcicnccuith a great dealc of pleafurc, and brings fo j""' ^*' 
much inward dcli;^ht with it,that it cannot be cx[>re(red in words. For what is „ 
ddightlul in things prcfcnt? a board wcl furnilhed ? health of bodic? riches ? „ 
But al ti»c fweetnes that is in anic of thefc.is bitter,ccmpai cd with that delight, „ 
For notliin:-, is more picafanc then agoodConfciencc , and g )od hope. „ 

/. Aiidihiscoiitemmcniof agoodConfciencc, which according to S. hhi 
Chtyfcfl'.t/> isfoful of fwcetncs, is notalonc in Religion, but bringcth manic 
cdicrplcafuieswiihitiwhicli S.Mdcanui fpcakingol" this vcric abundance of ,. ^^^^j,;„, 
f|'iiijiialcou)fo:tsin oncofhisUoniilics fcttcth forth in liiielic coulours, and i,tm.(U^aH- 
fayih thus: It farethu iththcferuantsof God fometiinc$,as with them,thaifit ,.,j,SfirKHf, 
ai a Pi ince's table royally fct-forth withal kindcsof clioicemeaics, and there " 
they exult wiihaj;ladnes .which nomancancome ncatctocxpreflc in words, •> 
and will) adn)irablefatietic and contcntrnent. Sometimes they arc like a bride '» 
mcltin;; withvncoccauableheaucuUedclight in the armesofGud their Spoufc. » 
Si nitcimes they arolikc Angels, thnt hauc J)obodies,&arriucto fuch alightncs •» 
and ficcdome, that the weight of their bodietroublethihcm no more, then if »» 
they had none at al. Sometimes they are fo ful of pleafurc, as if t'ley haddrunk » 
largely of the bcft wine that is ■, and arc cucn drunk with a holie drunkcnnes of *» 
Diuinemyfleries,& arc not fenfiblcofanic thing that paflcth in this life Some- » 
timcsthcyare like mourners, lamenting the nwferics of mankind , powring •» 
fi I di their prayers to God for the faluation therof, readie to Jay downc their >* 
ownc life and foule at ft.ikc,for the gootl of others. Sometimes they do fo burnc »^ 
wiiluhisfpiricual loue oftheir Neighbour, that, ifit were pof]ib!e, they would •> 
hide al mcn,{;oodandbad,withinthcir bowels. Againc at oiheriimes theycail ^ 
iheinfcluesfo farrcvnderal mens feet, through hun)ilitie of fnirit , that they » 
»Tjakeacc( untiheyare the Icaft, and the loweft , and<he vvoiit of al men in .♦ 
ihc world, Contraiiwifc fomctimcs tlKy rcfemble a ftout warrier , that » 
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., gathering his weapons to him, goeth ofhis ownc accord into thefUu^ 

„ vahantiy cncounireth his enemies. Oftimes their foulc rcpofeih i ^***^ 

- f^i^ncc enioyingmoft fwcctand quietpcace, and taking ynrpeakabK"?' 

.. in Jt. Finally ofiimcs their mind is (o cleared by the mho( ^Uv^"^^ 

.. which wccalVnderaanding and Wifcdomc, that in an inftaru k cn^ ^^» 

.. things, which no tongue can cxprcllb. AJ this is out oiS,M4C4rms ^^^ 

5. How rare and admirable therefore mult that courfe of lift. ».^j i 

vvhichfwimmcthinal thcfc delights, and is fctued with iov after i^ .' 

contentment after contentment, as a fumntuous banckct with Hifl!Vf/ 'A^ 

• Which Che Prophet D.uid defcruedly admireth in thcrwords^ » 1'^'*' 

ij tht umUitHdt cf t\r, fwemts , 8 Urd , which thou baft biddtn for tkhZ.T 

the ? It isgrcat . but hidden , and knowne to them oZTtJl^ 

God. AndtTiey arcin a great errcur that think , that they that'vow themf f"* 

toGod ,prouide wel for the good and fafctic of their sLKbuTbutr 

fet.e ar a h.gh rate ofexccrtlue toy Ic F.r it is not Co ; this fpirilualioumq Ji 

alfoplcafurewithiti and greater pleafure. then flefli and bloudisVapi 
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conformably thcrvnto notJiing is more often repeated in .... 

J ' ' "• .t^M'ts re iherprf^e^htof bar, j as who (Jiould f.y : That is t ue cladnc tl 
rrn^.o, nfeth ofthe hghtofour mind. and the vprfghtnes o/ot^ h?!; And:!:! 






11 ^r ^ ," V --1-— "•* »f..ji.iiiic> ur oui hart. Andacairr 

,;, liowfmef 4it thy pttchti to my taWts , aho^e honie to my mouth • And • Jym 

of cxuluuonAnd kM m tU uiirnada cf the luft. Ltt the t.ft mr^c Ms ,.i 

eKHlt tn the P^ht of God. Mj fcule sh.l esuU in out lord , ,ud dA tn tLsl 

u,cur then/ i al my Oa.a sUt faj , Lord, who is hf^e to thee ? 0^1 he COiwi 

It ncarc vnto vs . and frcakcth in a manner ..,r.:^..i...i.. -' diitl 

1/ 




. Hccallct 

c , Ml rccaitlot tliC nicntie:flnJ Ur^-,,xC ,U^ r. .., 

in the c.Htn , bin 

He hkciicth it to u.mnvuiiui , nccauic iiicy ciiac arc luicd uirn ti;(/c crni- 

lo.t? . I; Ivc people tiut arc d.unk , hauc not only pcifcc^t.'y drouncd and 
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lit 111 ncaucn , and layncs dcvvnc abundantly from about, 
o drunkcnncs , bccauCc ihcy that arc filled with ihtfc crni- 
)lc that arc dtunk , hauc not only pcifcc^t.'y drouncd and 
quenched thc-ir dura, but fee not the tilings , which arc vpon catih , or at 
ca/lvvi.crakc nohccdto that , which is before their eyes . and inwardly 
buroc wrh a fp.ritual fiie and fcruour . puttin^ them vpon manic anions. 
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which others perhaps m.y think foolifl, or i.npcitinent. The Prophet i/-; 
pcakcthtorhcfamccrfcctindiucrs places, and particularly when he faytli; 
i ^PUpuf fl;t dcfcrt tia.f^s dJ^ght, 4.d the foUtude as 4 q-rjf« */ m Ut<l, Vj 
andi^Udoes shJ be f.und tn it , //,4«^.; -*/«;;,. ^nd 4 v./Vr ofp.^fe, A hapfic 
I^cfcrt , whcrinfo muchioyabundcth! Andwhat can this Dcfcrtorfoliruc'c 
be m. re truly thought to be, then Religion, which is a place fcucrcd fruii 
ccnipamc , from honour . riches, andal worldlie commodities ? 

6. Iin<Jingthisand much more in holic Wiit , which can not dcccauc 
v; , (hocg'i v\c could not f(clc anic thing of it by experience, it liiouldlf 
notv.it!iU.>ndingfuflicient to make v$ bcleeuc.it more certainly and n.oic 
vnccubtcd.y t.en ante thing wh-^h wc fee with our t^e% , or it ucl. with 
oiu h.in(l<:ibeca(irc our Anfes luay dcceanc vs, the Word of God can rer. 
And )c: vNcmay Uicngihcn thiy, which we hauc fa^d, by ccnfidaaiiorot 



OF A R 1 LI G I O V 8 S T A T B« Lib, I! I C4t>. Vlt, 4,7 

(he natural difpofition , as I may fay , of God , and his infinit gocdncs j which 
hauing flicwcd itfelt fo farre , as to m.ike him come downe from heaucn and 
fuffer himfelf to be boiTnd to a pillar , and whipped , and crowned with 
thorncs.and naylcd vpon a Ci olfi: for hiicncmici. what wil he not doc for 
his friends ? wh.u wil he not doc for his children ? fpecial/y the firft coftine 
him his life and bloud , whcras m affording thefe comforts , he is to be 
at DO labour , nor to fuffci the Icall blcmilli of anic happincs bcloncine 
>ntohim. So that there can be no doubt, but that his inhnit bouniiewil 
be alvvaycs liberal towards his fttuants , according to his wonted cuftomc 
and good Nature. 

7. What trouble therefore can there be in this life To great, which thcfc 
comforts wil not fwceten ? cr what infirmiiic fo weake'as not to be fully 
ftrengthncd by thefe heaucnlic guifts ? or what other thing fo hard and 
liarlli to man , which feafoncd uith thcfc dcliidus , wil not hauc a daintic - ^""•"''' 
rclilhandcaficdifgcftion? ^.Pfrrt4rr/fayd welin a loni; andcloquci.t .Seimon ^"'"* ^*" 
which he made ofthe happinei of Religious people : It was part ofthe T" 
lil^cralitic of God , not only to lay before vs the reward of ncrnal life, but " 
to promifc vs fpiciiual ioyes cuen in this life. For fo alfo the workmen of " 
this world are wont to haue their me.it at their work, and their hire in the '\ 
(lid. In like manner fouldicrs reccauc their pay , becaufc their labour re- * 
quircsitiai.dat laft they aie reu aided with a larger Don.itiuc, according to' 
chcmcafurc oi their labours. So the Children oflfrdel, til they entred vpon ** 
ibc Land ef Promifc , wanted not their M4»»4 ir^ the Defert. This double S.if. lo. 17. 
promifc is euidcnily alfo exprcHcd by the Prophet , when he fayth : God 
ifd repay the uward of ihtif Ubms ; and Itade them in a Wonderfni iv.<v This 
way IS the wy of the t,(l,m,mes { of the Commandments ) of God •, wherin P/nt. 14 
another Prophet teaifycth , that he dtU^httd as in al the yichts ofthe World. 

8. Wc hauc manie examples , which prouc this abundance of fpiritual Fxamplc 
co,nlo,t, of which wc arc fjeaking. U(i,4n relaicih , that a holie Abbot "^'''r'^' 
named /'./;/ , was wont to be filled with fuch wonderful inward fwrctnes, '''^'"'• 
that he did not remember , whether he had eaten anie thing the day be- '"-/?• '^'^'' 
fore. IJleifcd Lphnm finding his hart rcadie to burft with hc.uienlic ioy. '''•** 
was wont to cry out : Dtpart from me , 3 Uxd , 4 Uttle ; 6rf4«/r tU weak^m ^^^''"'"' 

If ilm yefjcl is not 4bU to abule it. S. Bernard was fo abforpt with the like ^•»""V«'««I 
>oycs tl at riding al day long by the Hde of a lake , he did not marke 
that there was anic fuch thing j and iiuing a whole yeare in a Cellc 

Id not know . vvjicrhcr it were open at top or no. And it is fo ordinaric 
torcadcof this kind of frwus in thofc dayes . that wc way fparc a labour of 
rcheailnigthem.Ncither is our Age barren of ihcm •, or can they indeed be 
^^aml^^ ,,, anic , becaufc God ncuer leefeth of his bountie and hbcralitJc 
N^ h.cn IS the ftock from which they grow i though they may perhaps not be Co 

p,'3re.r, becaufc they are frcfli. and people bcyeta'.iue, and confcciuentlr 
'ncir anions hauc not that authotitic. which Antiquitic aflordeth, 

9. rhcy that were inward witl) our Father and Foundet s'hvauitt re- c r • • 
PWl>i,„ , that he had fuch coiurnual abundanccof fpiritu:.i;cares;.hat Kifc 

. cylecaymg with ,t , h. almoft loft l«s fi^ht v and had doubtlcs,^.. ' 
V'lc.iy loan, but that vpou aduiccof thyficians and rcqueftoffome of hi* 
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Companic.hc obtayned of God the fauoui lo hauc them asU were 
inand , togiucthcm fcopc , orrcihainetliem,ashc iIiou;;ht^ood. ^^^^^ 
jo.S.trsncii X<Nifr was often feci) to lay Iiis hands vpon his beaft A- -i. 
his cycsliftcd vp to hcaucn , out of the abundance of hcauenhccomf^ 
• ut :lf ,s tnttt^^b , UvH , u a tfiono^h ; as if he could beat e no more , as wc'rlTf 



S.(:i>hnw.Aiv\ vv hen he u as in iouuicy , whicJihe alvvayes made on f I? 
mind was fo hxcd and abforpt in God , that going cut ol his way he'**!; 
went vponihorncs.and bryais,and (tones, and heeded it not ; andby reafo f 

it.hisfcctcand his legs \vcicalwaycsbIoudie,andfulofimttencfores- and?. 
iiotwiil»flandini;did not feck it. And of n.y ovvnc knowledge, I koown ; 
of thisoui Socictic, and hauc heard of more, that hauc been fo familiarl'" • 
God, that they hauc liucd perpetually in thcfe kinds of comforts and ioycj''' 
could name thcni.but that I hauc a cuftome (andnieanctoholdit)tonamcn^ 
man, while he isaliuc. But thcfcfauours arc cxiraoidinatic i and doubtic! 
happen not to al. 

1 1 . There be other great comforts.and of great value,which are ordinaiif ic 
very Irequent.or rather day lie , and may be and arc obtayned by following h 
comnioMandoidinaiic mauncri f a Kcligious Iife,ai being grounded inputiti: 
ofhart.CJctl.cpraaircof vcitue,&mottirication,whichaiethcdayliccxcrcifcj 
of Religion. ForasthcSunnccommnnicaicthhis light to cociic thing, accor- 
ding to the difpofition, w hich it findcth in the thing itfelf ; if the a) re be pure' 

it fillet h ii ful of light , if it be clowdie & ful of mifts.it doth not therefore Icauc 
it wholydcnitutcofJi.;ht,but giucs it fo much, asthegroirencsoftheayreui! 
admit of,and pcarccth into a houfcby the palTages & chinfcs.which itfiiniej,i? 
firreas the chinks uij giucitlcauc: In like manner God dcalcth with vs.'liij 
nature being nokdc inclinable to docgood, then the Sunnc to giuc light'Ta 
treat men, where he findeih no hindrance, hccommunicatcth Imnfclf largely 5; 
fully; others, that arc not yet pcrfca, but hauc certain dowdcs wiilintixm, 
l.cdoihiiotwhoyforfakeorncglc«5t,butgiucthtiicmronuithiij;lu,:!sispto- 
p< rtionablcto their capacitic. So that though « ur \vcaknc5C» mcfarrcflioucf 
the hei; hr,to which the Saints arc arriued , yet G^'d ftoopirg toour infitmidf, 
)>tutr (ujjntth ihim fhsi folU-w h,m, as I fayd bcftrc, into iht Diftn , lo ^«t -Wi; 
M'"?, . ((^'htyfAynt Lythcway , bnt ftltab thm in fmh ahuncUmt , tldt mmt 
chtfistffydt^mentsrmdmr. And thcfe comforts and ioycs of thtnifelues arefo 
great, that the leaft drop of ihcm isablcioextinguilhal feeling, and dtlirc of 
worldlie comfort. 

li. And thus much cfihcmuhiplicitieofdclii^ht, which the vfe of fpiiitusl 
things affords Religious people , which is the principal; and yet they arc not 
altogeather debarred i'fplcalurc in temporal things, yea of(in»csthey .ire fofu' 
cf contentment in them , that worldlie people hauc not more, ihouchfhcyb 
nc ucr fogrecdic of tin n), & lunnc headlong afterthcm. I fpeakenotoffldlilic 
dc.iglus ,or ihufcv.hichcannotbehad without finnc ; for nomaninhisiighf 
^ i/wj:j I htc true contentment in them, thefirft being beaftlic.andthcfecond 
brinL;in;:aiciuvrfe, which alone tormentcth a man morc,thenal the re(l,\\hicii 
is in I hem, can giuc him cafe. Setting therefore thcfe a/ide, andfpeakingofa 
man , as he is truly Man, that is, of one that goucrneth himfelf by rcafon.l 
may tiuly fzy , that fpiritual men take inoce contentment in the things 
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ofthis world, then aniccarnal people whaifocucr. I-orcatnal people fct duii 
harts wholyvpon that, which is the leaft and meancfHncueticcrcature,to wit, 
vponihcout/idcofitonly i and following that, inoulinatly and too too gree- 
dily , what doe they but that which S, ^u^uflm confclVcih of himfelf? 77'»; (,i(i S ,^f.., 
tUmJelues dtformtdly v/ton the Oe^imieful ihinj^s, rvhiih C od cftdKd.but fpiritual \uc\y "" ' ' ' 
pfoceedc farre after anotherfaihion . andtakcanother way more apttobiccd '" '^ 
contentment. And wc may ilcflarc it by that , which 5. r>3ttjt4tntt4re writeth of «;. i -^ 
5.fMwaJiforthiishcfpc.ikethofhim: Me tookc an incredible delight in the '" ' 
creatures ihemfclues, and was wont to exult in them, beholding them alas the ^ '"'' 
works of God; and, as it were, drinking of the fountain ofhisinfinitgoodnes " 
intheftreatnes of thefc feucral things that runnefrom him, andconfidciin;; " 
the nntures, and qualities, and effc(^ts , which God hath beftowed vpon eucric " 
oneofihcm,togeather with the order, and connexion, and bcauiie, uhcrin " 
they arc ranked and fct forth, Itwaslikcahcaucnlic harmonic and confort i f ' 
Muficktotheearesofhisfoule, &inthebeautifulnesofthcmhcd)dackno\v- ' 
ledgcandloucGod,whoisabouc al things beautiful. This was the manner, ' 
tvhich y. I'TAffcis hcld,and al doe imitate him , that hauc not eyes only in their 
bodie, .ti .1 'orfedtulA mule , iv-;© h4i4en$ ynderftanJing^ but make vfe of the eves 
ofthcir mind. 

r^. N-)w how farre this delight doth furpalTc that , which ignorant and car- 
nal people take, 5'.r>/;j/4iwiltclvs,ifwc giuc care vnto him; for he vfeth this S C)fr. 
vcrie argument to pcrfwadc people from goin^^to fttge-playes : A Chrillian, *^"'' ■<« 
idytb be, hath better fights to behold,ifhewil; he hath delights.which arc ho- ""f ''^"' 
lie and ti uly prv.fitablc.if he bethink himfelf; and to omit ihofc, which he can- " 
not yet bcholJ,he hath the bcautie of this world.which he may worthily (land " 
toconfidcr and adnjirc. He miy behold thcrifingofthc Sunne, andagaincthe " 
fetting,thevicifIitudewherofmaketh day & night; thefphercofthc Moone, '* 
marking-out the times by continual encrcafe and decreafe , then^ultitudcnf ' 
glittering llairesi and the parts of the yearc diuided by fcueral changes. And fo 
difcourfcth at l.irgc of the wonderful works ofGod in Nature, (hewing how 
a Chrillian may take nuichniorc contentment by contemplating tlicfethin;^s, 
liienanie man can doc in bch.)lding a play oraniefuch idle trifle, wherewih 
the vulgar is fo much lead away. So that it we layal thefc things i- geatlier,ihc 
outward and thcinwardcoDtcntmcnts , ih >fc that are fpiritual belonging to 
thcmind, & thofc which I fpakeofflaft belonging to thebodic,it iscHjidcnr, 
that noihingcanbemoredcIightrulth6a Religious life, wherecueriething is 
rofulofioy,andthcplcafures thcroffo intetlaccd one with anot .er , and fo 
continual, and withal fo real andfolide, and(as S.Cypnan fpeaketh)fobenefi. 
cial, one ouertaking another, anil moft commonly at one and the felf-famc 
iime.oncfollowin^ vpon the nick of another, that wc may wcl think, that 
ourSaiiiour makes his word good in it, when he fayd : He latNCfotheendlu /•.lo. r 
litn tnt^ht hduc life, 4nd Uue m$re aljHnddntly, that is. a more dv iightful and 
ojore contented hfc, and more ful of plcafurc, then worldlings thnnfelucs. 
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CHAP. vnr. 

Here wane not other rountaiiicsof ptcafurcinRclMfon. ,nk 
among them vvc may iuftly reckon Poucriic ; hovfocucr h 
may fccnie « /^raclox to them , that ( to vfe the wore 
the 1 rophet W) c.i ^/^'W/e /;4;,/,;>, that abound in um. 
n.)ral thincj . and hauc manic fonncs and daughters verv 
fayrc and beautiful , multitudes of flocks of fruitful flie^n 
granariesfofulthat they need to beempticd one into another tS,^ I' 
inthcvcgue of the world arc accounted happie; but the holie Pr X 
nan ly corre^ieth th.serrour and (liewcth vs a truer and a better hfl « 
'f^;f . W''» 'Vf ^''^ '* '^^''^ ^'<'' And who is there but wilm 
thai Religious people haue God for their Lord and Soueraignc,and fcruS 
alone fo iutirely that they acknowledge no other LoTd but hinU Anl 
hey arc mdeed a 7>r./>/. , becaufe they ferue not God a-pnrt , but aflocii; 
togcaiher wuh certain lawes and rules , and in one place , with al thing, 
common amongthem the numberofthcmmakcsafamilie/nnd.asitwJ. 

" L, « r ^^' ^*^u^ in another place: r.'cffed ,s , he people ! thJ! {nomh l„h 
l^y. For whcras there be diucrs other fpiritual Soules , that abound with 
hcaucnlic comfort and fweetncs.and in their fecrct retiicments cnioy tka 
dch.hts by themfeltiesi Religious people dsvelling togeather,arcasa multi. 
uJcthat l.ueih inperpetual exultation, and the concurrence of To, lunici.y- 
^j1 S.ulcs doubles their lubilation. 

i.m<:iV,d therefore is this people, though it hauc none cfihat temporal 

wealth, whcrin the world placcth fo much hnppines ; yea the more bldfcd, 

•ccaufc Khath ,t not, for withal it is free from the infinit troubles and mole 

u\T ; ' r'i ^^?r i.'P"" '^'' abundance of worldlic wealth ; and the, 

hatby hchgl,tofGodsgracccandifcoucrthat,whichisinward,doeplaine. 

1) kc,that one chief happines of Pouerticis, to bcfrcefrom the vufoiiunate 

goods of K.riune ^^ c;;r;.„rvndcrftanding this very wel, aiplrcd thai place 

>t hohe loO ( \VhtH U slQl be jiiUJ , he slul he IheM-Jhe M \t ,n 

P T'lx'- ^;'i '"'"'' .^'^'^r sh^l f,sh ypcn him ) to a wcalthie man, 

l.at l.nih h.. fil of cucne ivind of worldlie thing, ^i,,] Jfucs in al abundance 

orh.J,(aythS.Grf.rrr/f,hchadr)rrowinthctediournesofhisdc(;res,hovv 

/ "".; .t compallc his imeniionc , how he might come by Omc thingJ ^y 

.^.rc meaner and fo.ne by fowlc. When he hath hisdefirc by Poirdlingthe 

c-.«n s.iciHc.l , then another .viicf vcxcth him: he is foIJiut-us and feareful 

mnv he may kcc-pc that, whid. he knoweshcmirchafcd wifhac.eat dcaleof 

^^^oui. i Ic ,s icalous of cucric bodic . and fufpicious of dcceipt ^ fca.iog ih^' 
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be may fu/ler by another that which he' did to odreTTlVhc fee"; n.an 
more powerful then htmfeJf , he feaf« he may opprede him. If he fee I " 
noore man .he fufpeas hnn for a theef •, and it is no fmal care which he ' 
futh . leaft the th.ngi thcmfchics . which he hath gathered , wafte of their *' 
ovvne nature, and by want of looking. to •. and'in al things fearc itfdf " 
4)cm . a torment, he m.ferabiy fulfers whatfoeuer he fcares Ke may fuffcr " 
Thus fpakc S. Ce^orie very truly , iudicioufly obferuing . chat though there 
were no da.iger from .broad to be feared . that which is intrinfecal and 
m.bred .n the yene nature of euerie temporal thing, can neuer be waniinrr 
towit that thmgs of themfclucs grow old and go to decay . and canno; 
be preferued without excrffiue eare . but are like% houfe .\hat is coT 
nually panching vnlcflc a man be alwaies vnderpropping and bolfterina 
•c vp, and hauc his eye and care perpetually vpon it. Andconfequemly th? 
more wealth we hcape togcathcr . the more we encreafe with payne and 
folhcKude J and the vcrie follicitude and labour about it . bcieaues vs q^^ 
of the loy . which i; imagined in it. It is therefore no fmal happines and 
ccinfort to be free from fo manie vexations, fpecially about things, which 
•nthcmfclues are fo bafc,,nd indeed vnprofitable. ^ 

amon;l7"'''^'T'n''?"^'^\'"» '"^ thcgreateft louers of worldlie wealth 
among lKm,confcncthattoberich.i^ 

v.tlat,hetroiibleisabundu)tlyrecompenfedbythen.aniecommoities^ 

~ a)'^ wealth doth bring with it. Let vs therefore fee. what kind of 

Z^fo ^^^^^^^^^^ "• ^ m'' ^«°I^<^ into the grounds of Nature, as we ought. -,, 

vfcof toftr^^^^^ Asfor money . the m , 

heeal/S^^ introduced meereJy .^. 

n^oV n «^^^^^^^ A ^^ '"'' '"^"^7 being a bare inftrnment for the .et- 

Xee f I "* T^' r '"'"''l^'^mh . ^^hete .hey are v. anting' it 
n t needs follow, that there can be no other cod or vfe of hauinu i t Icn 
.«, for which we vfe alother natural things, to wit. for our b3ie A fle 

p.oh able and m veric deed a burden. For Nature is cintuu widi a f^-vl '" 

t .I'rr ' ^'"''', ^''^"'^'' ' '^ ^'' ^'^ ^^ry "^'> . »«t on V to brio. 

t^uZ t -t'-V-'Paae , and furnill/r-.c neccfTities of it . b 'e 

n«lc hues may perhaps heme too -too auOcre and ri,id to imitate 

tbCnr'L'lt* "' "' '^^"^Vou r-v/./..denyeNaturcarWething no. 
know rl k' r " ""'^ ^e.^uercomc, but nil hauc his owne. But yc <« 

CO rf, Ta T'' ^ T"^"'" ' ^''' ^^'^''''"••^ '^' ^'"'^ » ^vhich I rate be » 
' »«t that It be pleafcd.I amthira.c, Naiuic re^arde.l) not whether 
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ihcratcr, Nvlii iiUrmk, bctakta out of the next pond,orpa(rcd through 
a "icat dcalc of fnow to temper ii uitli a forramc coolncs. Nature requi. 
icVli only that my thiilk be quciu hcJ : It imporrcth not .whether I diinJc in 
a cum>c of Kold , or ci)iU\ , oi gUllc , or m the hollovv of my hand. If 
' h«n ar cal vi>«n mc,l teach to that, which is next at hand. Hunger giuc,, 
.. rcliihio auicihing, that 1 lay hands on. He that is hungtic , rcfufcihno. 

" ' ^^A^'s.Ui(t»»>t in his fccond Booke agalnft humUn fpeakcth to the fame 
cflfc^t in tlicfc words : And that which a man may iuftly wonder at. tpicMtt, 
thccljicf vpholdcr of Pleafurc , fiUcth al his bookcs with hcaibcs cod 
friii;s . and tcachcch a man to liuc vpon grollc mcatcs , bccaufc it is an 
>. cxccfliuc trouble and mifcric . t > prouidc a-.-fli and curious fare ; and 
„ the care of prouidin- it , oucrfwayah the pleafurc which is in feeding 
. lai-ntly vpon it , whcras our bodie requires barely meat and drink-, and 
' it "s not poiliblc to attend to the lUdic of wifcdomc , and bufic our 
,' ihou'his with a table weUfurnilhcd , and witii the trouble and care 
! of pimiidinc it. The neccHTuics of N;iturc may be fupplycd with anie 
„ ki. d of nicatc. Cold and hunger arc driuen away with ordinatic food 
„ . nd cloatiiinj. VVhervpon the Apoftle fayth : Haumg food and cloa. 
r, ihi.i" , let vs 'be content therewith. Daynties and choice of curious di. 
ii (]K:,''arc nourilhcrs of auaticc. It is an cxccflfuic comfort loaSoulc, tobe 
c.uitciitcd wit'a a little , and trcadc the world vndcr foot , to exchange 
" the power , and daynties, andpleafuics therof ( for which , riches are (o 
" "rccdily fought after) with coorfe fare and a poorc garment, and think 
" iifclf wel rewarded with it. Take away cxcellc of banckeitingand luft, 
" and no man wil fcckc to be rich. Behold how S. Uitfcmf teachcth vs to 
" make Poucrtie fweet , by vooting-out the dcfirc of delicacies and difor. 

5, And fcing the caufc of Poucrtie dcpcndcth vpon this ftring, 't ^^'^no* 
be amilfe to confidcr . how little thcfc cartlilic daynties aic tobe cacen.cd, 
or raihcr how ful they arc of gal and bitterncs , fccmc thcv ncuer fo hvcci 
and fauouric to Scnfc. S.lohn Chryf^flomt in the Bo^kc , which he wrote ot 
Vir-initic . hath a large and eloquent difcourfc of this fubicdl, whetin M 
ihcw cth , that abundance of good meat and drink brings furfits , choliKi, 
Ihortncs of breath , gyddincs of the head , and diners other ttoublelomc 
artcilK u prcfcntly .and in time, the gowtc, hcc1ickfcaucrs,falhng- ickneJ, 
pjlfry and the like dilcafcs, which arc fo intollcrablc , that fo final and o 
Lhi a pleafurc , as is ilic plcafmn of our palate, cannot in amc realon i>e 
bouilu at (o dcarc .i rate. Iriigaruic on the other (ide bnngs health . «"« F* 
fcrucs it , and is not fu'oica to thofc mifchicfs , whcrof amc one is abJc « 
dead al the pleafurc, which can be apprehended in ihcm. And he prouctn 
fuithcr , that though none of thcfc cuih were to be feared , there is y 
in.)ic plcafuic in Poucrtie the.i in riches i which indeed is c«»^""« "^ ' ' 
, tonun ^n apprchcniion, yet both hccr and in another Homiiicot h'»."«'*J' 
^rd.>vnc(>cUarlv,thathcpu:sitoutofalqncftion.TlKrcisonething,U'«^ 

iic. wiici iM riaicsfcemc to hauc the better of poucrtie , to wir, that they 
.nc uvh,(sv.m;nc dayly in dcli^h:., and hauc ihcif fiiofal kind ot plcai«|^^ 
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jflcheir banckcts \ but the tables of the poorc hauc this alfo in a farre better 
nijnner. For it is not (fayth S, hhn Chfyfifhmi ) th? ciMj.liticof the meat, but , 
(hcdifpofitionofthcpcoplcjthat brings contentment in banckcts. If a man , 
come hungric to tabic, anie ordinaric difli wil picafc him better , then your . 
rire compounds and cxquific fiwccs ; whcras they , that fit downe before < 
(hcybchungric.asvfually rich people doe , though they hauc vcric dayniic , 
fare before them, they find no taft init, bccaufc their ftomack is not in order , 



for it i which both experience teacheth , and holic Scripture alfo in thcfc 
words: A foule, that is ful, wil tread vpon the honic-combcj and a hungric 



foule wil take bitter for fwcct. And that which we fay of meat , holds in 
drink. For as hunger is better tlicn anie fawcc for meat, fo thii ft giueth a re- 
lilhto anicknid of drink , though it be but a cup of fayrc water. Wiiich 
theRojal Prophet infinuatcih , when he fayth : jtnd he filled them with 
hnit out of rhwuik^i for M*jfis i\^ notftrikc honicout ofiherock , but the 
Children oflfrael were at that time fothirftic, that the watcr,which they then 
haj'nalvp )n,fccnicdfvvcetcr then anichonic. The like maybe fayd of flccp; 
foritlsnotthcfoftbcd,northcguildcdbcd.llccd,northefilcnceaboutvs,nor 
iiiic thin;; ofthis nature, that brings vs a- (lecpc, but through labour & wcari- 
ncj, wanting it wc arc half a-Hccpc, before wc lye downe'i to which puipofc 
UUmon fayth : Sltep ts welcttue to 4 feruanf, whether he eate tirtle or much. This is 
Ihhrt ChnCofionn's difcomfc of Poucrtie in gCDcral. S, Bi/;/ fpeaking parti- 
cularly of Religious people, fayth , that they fccdc vpon their little pittance of 
(ootfc fare with more dciighr, thcnfccular people doc vpon their great fcrui- 
tcsand abundance of alkindsofdaynticdilhcs. 

6. Finallv,it is worth confiderafion, that nomanfeckcslobc rich,becaufc 
.tlouesrichcsbarciy for thcmfchics.but becaufeheloueshimfclf, & by them 
fctkcih cafc& contrntmcnr.W cic it not therefore much better ( if it could be 
done) to hauc thi , fc if, fa.nc cafe and contentment of mind, w hich riches fetch 
lo farre aliout,an I through fo manic varieties of chanccs,without anie trouble 
ofbctu; rich, and fo e.itc the frnit rcadicdreft and pared ? Certainly it were. 
Ami this IS thr fruit of Religious Poucrtie. For a Religious man is as wcl con- 
tented, nl takes as much p'.cafui c in hauing nothing,as anie rich man can doc 
in P'»lK(Iin,al that lie harl:,& farre more-, bccauferich men, though thcv liuc 
inabun.lancr.and indeed thou ;h rhey had at that can be had,cannct hauc the 
peccamltjuictot mind, which rhemfducs dcfirc and aymc at. For the mind 
C3ni)ot be at quiet, vnleilc it be filled , and it is not thcfc outward things , that 
tanh It, bccaufc they arc i;utward,butVcrtuc,which is within.filleth it ai)d 
'pfcialiy the voluntaric .\iu\ art\cli,;nate embracing of Poucrtie. VVher- 
^pon ^MI.nC!>yu!{o». alluding to a Tavingofthc Prophet t.fa>t,t:d\x\\\ Poucrtie 
»»ourn.,cc, wherin (fa- thhc} thcmitacle ofthcTh-cc Children isrcnewtd 
When as not on.y the flamcof the fournacc did not touchthem , but a cooic 
»yrc(idref.clJuhcmin the fnidftofthcfirc Poucrtie con(i.lercd in itftifis a 
iC'^^rchin-and paynefui lire; but if amancaft himfcif voluntarily into it , and 
winpnir giue thanks to God,his bonds fal afundcr.andihefi:euoethout;rr 
"Mocnoigocout, inftccdofrhc fcorching flame, hcfcclcthacooli- dew, 
wtiic. IS much more wonderful. This is plainly tobcperccauedin ihcftru.lt: 
wvjodjWhovowPoucruci for inihciif If'oucrtic, they arc richest' cntheiic.'i 
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of the woi id.aad in ihc m'ulfl of die fire/licic dcfccdcth a moft pure dew vpon 
' thcni. Not todcfircto be rich, is ahcaucnlic dew naturally icfrelliinR the 
' foulcjand as the Three Children bycoiucmning ihc command of the King, 
' urcvv more conri)icuous then the K ing himfclf: (o they rhai fci a! the ilth pre. 
* fcnts of this word at naught, arc the mure rcrpcded and honoured fot it by 
' the world itfclf. Thisisihcdifcourfc of 3'. lohnClnjfuftim, 

7. Bill bccaufc the vcric name of Poucctic is grovvuc odious , and ihc 
onlicnoyfcofiidotlundaniiy bring a world of mikiics into our ihoughtj, 
let vs diuc iiu > the j^round of this crrour , and fee , l)o\\ people come to bcfo 
much deccaucJ. The ground of the crrour isjbtcaufe ( aswc touched once 
before J tiurc isa kind of Pouc: tic, wiiich inJccd is bafc and vnworihic.and 
withii very iikfoinc and tedious javulga' kind of |)OU(rilc, as we maycal 
it , whicii people appichcndin;/,, and not wcigiiing things with their due cir- 
cumftanccs, but ca; rscd away witli the lilvcncs of the name, are icalouj , Icjft 
Rcli Mous Poucriichaucthcfclr fame inconucnicnccs annexed vntoir.which 
ihatoi'ici luih. But it is not fo-,forthcy differ in manic things but chiefly in 
two. I-or lit it, the Puucriic of the world {',iowing vpon ncccfTitie, and not of 
vcrtuc, is aLvayes accompanied with a dtfire of being rich i and dcdiing ir, 
ihcy fccke to compallc it •, and not being ablctocompallc it , ihcncc comes 
their gricf,and fadnes, and woeful cares. Religious ucoplc voluntarily thoo- 
fing to be poore , and being dcfirouseucr to rcmainc fo, arc not only free from 
a! trouble of uiinJ, but dc c not fo much as fccle the want , in whichihcyarf, 
bccjurethcydcfircandloucit. Towhich purpofc SetttcaC^yd truly: //iimcc/; 
vie , mt to (lifitf .tihivg^amholuue u. And confcquently this kind of Poucrtic | 
is fo f.ure from biinging trouble and difquict , tliat a man hath ful as much 
contentment inir, as'if lichad althc riches in the world. 

8. The other dirtlrcncc is, that Religious Poucrtic hath agrcatftay tnd 
comfort ( wiiich other poorc people ordinarily haue not ) in the care and 
prouidencc of God, and his vndoubteci promifc. For (as S, TuncU was went 
to fay) there pallcth a kind of coucnant and bond bciwixt God and Reli- 
gious people i tiicy on their part forfaking al thinL;s , and God on his jj-ut 
promirm^tomainiaync them, and prouidc for them, not only as a raaincr 
for his fc'ruancs, but as .ifatlicr for his children, and fuch childicn as for I115 
fakc.andfor hislouehaucabandonedalhum.inhclps& comforts. Whctforc 
if a crow , as mcanc x bird as it is , haue naturally fo much louc, that n bjin- 
gech the yong- >ncs mcaie to the ncft, when they cal for it . and gocth fot it 
a-farreof; fl.al wc not uiihfartc morcrcafon think , that God wi haue ihc 
like cire of tl.ofc , whom he hath begotten , and bellou ed vpon thctn a iilc 
incomp.irably more excellent? - 

9 Nay Reigious Pouctiic is yet morcto be admired and loucJ,bccauic 
it is frccfrom al the inconucnicnccs of worldlic riches , as wefliewcd before, 
and hath nonvithflanding al the commodities .which worldhevve.iltli can 
bring aman, & ncicr wanteth nccefTariefuflenancc.prouidedby oihcr fo Kc» 
labours , and fcnt-in bv the bountiful goodncs of Almightie God ', wlncn 
addcih greatly to the plcafantnes of this life , whcrofwc are fpcakmg. ^o 
when am >n vndcrft.mdi truly , that the Soueraigne King of Kings haim 
particular a cave to prouidc al things occefTitic for hin),aud cxpcnenccth dai^ 
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fbminie cuident tokens of this care •, how^ can it choofc but fauourmore 
f»vc«Jy to him, then al the riches of the world bcHdes ? Wc might teflifye this 
ty ve7 manic examples of holie men , but $. Frsncihfh^lCetuc for al, bccaufc 
bcdid particularly afFccS this venue of Poucrtic , and often difcoucred the 
fiinic oeneHts ot it , and once in particular the plcafantncs of it, by this 
occafion, 

10. As he traucllcd into France, he fatdowneto dinner at the edge of a 
fountaine,vvith his Companion M4//f«<5and powring forth the peeccs of TJictrea- 
brokenbread,which they had begged bciwixt them from doore to doorc as furcof 
chey went, manic of the pccces being moldic and hard , the Sdint exulting in Pow^tic 
fpirit , and turning to his Brother , began to funimon him to giue thanks to 
God forfo cxceflTiuea treafure of Pouertie.&repeated often this word trtMfurty 
rayfinghis voice cuerictimca note higher. His Brother MdfftHs asked iiim, 
wliat that treafure was, fcingthemfclucs in fuch apparent want of alnecclla- 
rics, and hauing neither meatc nor wine , nor table to eate on. The Saint 
anfwered :This is thecxccfTiuc benefit, which I fpeake of, that God hatli 
fupplycd al our wants, and fent vs this bread and this water , and this flonc 
iodine on. Andgoingfrom thence into the next Church that was vpon the 
way,heearnc(lly bcfccciied God togiuc him and al his Brethren a particular 
loue of holic Pouerticjand prayed with a great feruour,that his face did fccme 
I to be on a burning fire. In tliisferuour,iurning to his Brother MaJftHs wiili 
hij armes wide open, he called him vnto him with a lowdc voice. Mafftus 
alloniiliedcaflhimfelf into the armes of the holie Saint-, but S. Francis did fo 
burne with that diuine fire, that the breath that came from his mouth, car- 
ried Mnjj'tus maniccubits high into the ayre , in which pofturc , as he often 
after related,, he found in himfclf fuch inward fwcetnes , as in al his life-time 
I bcfore,he had neuerfclt the like. Then S.frdncti fpake thus vnto him: Let vs 
I goe to /^i/ttfjtobeg of the holie Apoflles S, Vttev and S.'Pdul^t\\^i they wil 
teach vstopolTeirc, as wcoughc, and with fruitjth is fo excellent a treafure of * 
Pouettic ; tor it is fo rare and fo diuine , and we fo vile and abie«il , that wc " 
arc vnworthietocontaynejt in fuch vellcis as ours arc. It is avcrtuederiued " 
into vsfcom hcauen , teaching vs voluntarily to trcade vnder foot al carthlic ** 
ihing5,atidtakcth away alim'cdimcnts, that the foulc of man may frecly,and " 
withal expedition conioyne itfclf with his Lord and God. •* 

Of the flenfintms of Chaflitte and, 
Obidknce, 
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'THE pleafures of ChMflitit and Obedience arc not lefTc then thofc of 
* Vtuttne , but rather fo much the greater , by how much theft- C-'JTCo'J.iz 
|wo yjrtucs arc fairc more noble aad excellent in themfclucs. Abbot '' '* 
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lations ot' it , fiyth very truly , that ncichcr he that hath not trycd ir 

can polfibly conccauc the plcafurc of it , nor he that hath tried it , declare i^ 

As , f.iyth he , if a man had ncucr taftcd honic , and another fhould net 

„ about to tcl him, h^vv fwcct it it , the one would ncuci be able to coticcagc 

,, by hearin.;, the fvNCctncs v\hich he ncuir tailed , and the other could ncuet 

^^CompalFc to cx[)tcJlc in words the plcafurc , which his tallc lookc in the 

,, fvvcctnes of it \ but taken with the ddightfulncs of it within iiis ownc 

^, knowledge, l.c muft of force admire in (ilcnce within himfclf alone the 

• plcalantncs cf ihc fauour, whcrofhc hath had c^fpcricncc, Butycc thou"h 

we cannot fo wel declare, how fwcct it is iii itfcU, there be certain »vaye$, 

\\ hereby we m;iy giuc a t-ucflc at ir , and parricularjy by comparifon tlierof 

witli the troubles of mairia-c j a niariied life hauini; no time free ftom 

l^icFand bittcrnc; •, infomuch tl at 5". Hicr^mt wiiiing oF Virgiiiiiie a- 

;.^,ain:fc louihian f^yth : Wc not kn w nghovv maticis p.illc , did conceauc, 

thai mariiagc cnioycd at Icaflihc jlcifiucsofihc flclli, but if married people 

hanc n!f» tribulation in flclh , In which only they fccmed to haue pleafmc, 

, wint i^ there lelt to mouc a man to niarric , fcin^, both in fpitit and in foule, 

, and in tlic vcric flclh , there is tribulation. 

J. It wc!c caHe to reckon- Vj) an infinit number of mifcries and vexi- 
tions , which partly man and wife are caufc of one to another , j-artly 
come by tluir children , or by the charge of houfc-hold , and manicoihtr 
wnycs i but al thcfc are too wel knownc, and I hauc /poJccn of them be- 
fore; VVhertforc wc wil content ourfclucs with one onlic famous faying 
of or^, a Hca hen, but yet a wife and aduifed man : If tbt VfMd cmld bt 
tviihoui w/nes , our life W.u'.d be t/f^e fi tU Cods of heauen ; and lonfttjuntljf 
they 4ire an euU , yet 4 necefftrie eml, Wherin he fayih truly for a man that 
The liucd in that d.irknesof Infilclitie,that it is an cuil, to mairic, &thatiiii 1 

ciiidcs of life fulof mifcricandinconuenienccsjbutnotfotruly, whcnhcfaythjiis 
lining nccclfaric, and not to be au oy ded. For the Grace of Chrift doth (o blclfc 
this infirmc and corrupt nature of man ythat in the beds, that is, in the h.irts, 
\v)ert before dr^^^ens did dvftl , to wit , filth and vncleanncs , ihf s^rttnntt 
of the teed H'fd t uslnhotdd rife , and the fwcct odour ofChallitie andholines of 
J')' n 7. life, and harh mule it not Cj hard a thing, as that few arc able to compalFc it, 
but comnT^n and cafic, tp the endnoa-^e norfexemi:;ht plcade inhrmitie, 
or be afrayd toaymc at fo hi^h a di^nitic/ Tins is that, which our Sauiourin 
>p. ^^ M4.,htxv diJ inten I to cxprclTc by the name of Etwttchs , giuingvs to vn- 
dcrftanl, that ascaficas it isfor an Eunuch to abftaine from that , to \vhich 
he is impotent , and C'^nrcc]ucntly mull hauc no thought of it ; fo callc is it 
f ' r them to ablhiic , that are voluntarily continent ; becaufc that svhich 
Ni'utc doth in ihofc others , Grace doth in thcfc : though iu thcfc 
there be manic more , and nivirc efficacious things , which make 
.. Chaaittc fare m/>re eafic and more delightful to them. Think wim 
S./o. c;,7/-.thyfclf,riyihs\r,/,^ Chrjfoflomr, if cither by nature thou wcrtan Eunuch.or 
"unh^ '" '"""'^ ""'^'' ^'' ^'y violence what thou wouldft doc.fcing of ncceflfitic thou 
inuft ihcn abiUinc from iliac plcafurc , and hauc no reward (ot abftaynin^. 
^ Giuc 
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Ciue thanks therefore to God, becaufc thou ihait hauc a great reward anda 
glonous Crowne , ifthou liuc as they doc, without auic reward , nay farre " 
ojcrccaniy.morcfarcly, & more pjeafanilyiboilibccaufcthc hope of jct:ibu- " 
lion doth (Ucngthcn thec,and the kuowicdgc^that it is an a<5t of vcrtue, doth " 
comfort thcc. And truly CO nfidcrcd, what clfedt may wciuftly think thchope " 
of areward in iicauen, which S, lolm Lbyl§(iome fjcakcthof, wil workcina 
Religious foule, fcinij thcgreedincs of an carthlic rccotnpcnce, or the fcrious 
application to lludie , or to anie other worldlicbufincs . is forcible enough 
wlilyt KJiuert a man's thoughts from alobfcenitic? Infomuch that T/4/t him- Thtom^i. 
fcif ( whicli a man may with rcafon wonder at ) exhorting yong men to liuc »• «le ^'i'*. 
cliaftc, bringcth an example of a certainc man of i'4»Mr«n;,anddiuersotIiert 
bdlJcs, whome there he names, that abftayncdfroni al plcafurc of that na- 
ture, to i!ic end to ptcfcruc their bodiliefticngthintirc and in the ful vigour, 
which it (juht tube, for the OlympicalExcrcifes, '1 hey tlicicf* rc,fayth he, 
abllayncdfrom that plcafurc, which vulgarly iscfteemed happie , that they '* 
might oucrcomc others in Wram'ng,& in the Racc,& fuch other cxercifcsj '* 
aiidllul not our youth bcable to doc the like for a farre more noble vidoric? '* 
what vidorie?to wit, thai fiibduing plcafurc, they may liuc happily; & more- " 
oucriiial not fcare of comitting a grieuous offence be able to make the oner- " 
come that , which others , that are farre worfe then they , are reported to hauc " 
ouercomc? What would I'/^r* hauc fayd, if he could hauc had experience of " 
the force of the louc of God , fein;^ he thoui-ht the louc of carthlic things to be " 
focffc(^tual ? wheras the louc of God doth fo vvholy pofTcHca foule, that it " 
cikcth no delight but in things Diuincand Celcftial ,and abhorrctli more then 
death iifcif, anie thing that lauours of vncleanncs. Which S. Macafin. pro- s.Af^rtr. 
iicth in this manner : If the louc of carnal marriage fcparate a man fo farre from liom. 4. ' 
father and mot/icr and brethren, thateftccnung tlicm al ftrani;ers , he loues <« 
his wifeonly ,and clcaues to her and hers , as to his tu\ nc ; if, I fay , the louc «» 
offldhdoth fo brcakc with al other louc, how much morc/hal they contemne " 
nl louc and delight in other things, that hauc Co nccrly linked ilumfclucs to «« 
Cod . and drunk fo plentifully of his louc? 

5. Thcfcarethereafons,whythcabftayningfromaJ pleafurein this kind 
Is foe ific and plcafant, and the ground, whervpon S.Hurome dcliucrcih thcfc 
words in commendation of this venue : Uows_ye4i lupinties is it, not 10 be4JUuei9 S. Hin. 1,1. 
* Wife^bm/o Chrifi ? not to feme ihi flesh, but the Sjfirtt ? Ftr he that clenurihto Gad , ii ' «»»<. 
«w^.>i/. And S, /?fr«4y</ accordingly fpeaking both of Chaflitie and other ''""• 
venues accompanying it , applyctli to this purpofc ihit fayir g of the Prophet, 
fliort in words , but large in fenfc : Delight in ettr Lard ; auernng t!)at al Reli- 
gious people are f> plentifully madepariakcr$ofthi9 delight in our Lord, that ^'^^'^' 
nnicofthcmalcandcnyc, buiihatthevfeclcit. My Biethren,fayrhhc-,Se- 5 p,,„ r^^ 
cuJar people may fay fo , you cannot fay fo. For who is there of you , that hath f . wfinl^' 
^ot often experienced thedclight ofa good Confcicnce, laftcd thcfwcctncs ''^.X- 
^fChaditie, Humilitie, andCharitie > This is not like thedclight in meatc 
jr^'rii.kor fuch like: yet it is a delight ,anda greater delight then al thcfc, 
•^ r it is not carnal delight, but Diuine. 

A^.liiJmm alfo,as it were aQonifhcd with thcplcafures of Chaflitie, difcour- ppym.nt, 
•'^'hiiuhis manner: O Chaftiiic, mother of louc, rcfcmblanreof anAnge- rf#/*y?. 
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„ O Challiiic, which doft diminifli the paffions of the niind,and free it from 

„ turbation! O Chaftitie, a fpifitualCliaiiot, lifting himon high, that nofff 

^^ fcththcc! O Chaftitie, that buddcft like a rofc in the niidft betwixt thcf I 

^, andbodic,and filleft the whole lioufc with a fragrant fincl ! This and nml! 

• more fayth this holic ancient Father. And certainly if we grant that filth* 

obtcneftc hath naturally fo much forte to allure vs, andto'fet vs *fo much o'^ 

fire, notvvithftandim^thevnfccmclincsofif, wc cannot think but that hone'! 

flic , and puritie , and the beautic of fo rare a vcrtuc muft needs be much more 

foicible. For what comparifun is there betwixt light and darkncs' orbetwiK 

dirt and mire , where hogs doe tumble ? and rhofe tidies amona^ which lU Sptiift 

dQihh ^K,iUno^^Jf(td^ that he icfufcth al food without them TAnd thus much 

of Chaftitie. 

5 Tne delights of Obedience are fome what more apparent ibccaufcObc- 
■^ it.ul. dience hath none of the incommoditicsofPoucrtic, noryetfofelancncmicaj 
Chaftitie, our ownebodie making warre againft Chaftitie, and being both 
vncapablc of feeling anie dcliglit in puritie of Jife , and carrying v$ rather head- 
long to al kind of fcnfualitic. Obedience depcndeih of the mind only ; which 
being c.ipable to conceaue the beautie of fo great a vertue , may cafily alfo pcr- 
fwadc itfelf to loue it -, and being fo perfwaded , there rcmayncih liilc or no 
comradiaion from abroad. Bcfidesother things, which encrcafc the Avectnci 
of it, hi ft that it frccth vs from the troubles and anxieties, which arc wont 
ohentooccurreinfetiingorgouerningoureftate,in vndcrtakingorlcauing 
this or that bu(inc$, & indeed,in al occ ifions and howres of our lite; fccondly, 
becaufc it putteth vs into the hands of God , and placeth vs in his armci to he 
carried, and ruled, and chcrifliedbv him, then which what can be more dc* 
Ji.^lufiil or more to be dc/ired ? For if wc ayme at honour , which 6oMei in 
itlclf ispleaflug , nothing can be more honourable then to be fo tenderly 
loued , and fo louingly dcalt-with by fo great a Maieftic \ if it be profit that 
laketh vs , which alfo is ful of pleafurc. nothing can be more profitable then to 
rclyc our whole life , and al that wc doe , vpon fuch a guide. Finally al manner 
ofcomforts& delights arccontayncdinthisonc,tofccourfelucsfoinw.irdly 
hnkcd to him , wlio is the onlic hathtr of mtrcies ( as the Apoftle ftilcth him ) 
ArtflthrGodofM comf^rr, which , asal other fpiritual things, no man canrightlf 
value, but he that hath trycditi and they that hauetryed it, doc fo louingly 
and fo piOion.itly aftcft Obedience » that libcctic is acroftc vnto them , as we 
rcaJeof B. Ag,Mui a Francifcan-Friar. For when S. Irancis by reafon of hii 
eminent fanditic had giuen him frecdome to go whither he would, and dwcl 
where he would . within le/Tc then fourcdayes,his foule finding no reft in that 
kmdoflargcnes, he returned to S. fronds, carneftly befccc hing him, to ap- 
point lum fmic certain aboad ibccaufc in that fccc and loofc Obcdicnce,hc had 
00 comentmcnt at al, 
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Of the fleafurc , which Religious pe$fle take m co fitter fttion 
■with thctr (j)irittMl Brethcren. 

C H A P. X. 

Come now to a folace of another nature^ grounded in the 
fwcctnes of conucifation with our fpiritual Brctheren.w l.ich 
rcfts not in the mind, but diffufeih itfelf to fcnfc , & is taken 
in fcing , fpc.iking , & hearing \ & confcqucntJy is moreap- 
parcnt and more vniucrfal, & a man needs not take paynes 
topciceaue it. The grcatncs cf itmaybeeafily vndcrftood, 
in rcf^ard it inuolucs not one but manic comforts. For fiift , to louc and loucfs n 
to be loued , is of itfelf exccfliue pleafing , and we flial not ncede to haue tnr.illy .Ic" 
rccourlctograceto conceaue it; nature itfelf ihcwcth it, by the inbred pro- lighiful. 
pcnfion and desire, which it hathofcompauie, and hatred to be alone ; and 
an euidcnt proofc t)f the fwcctnei of it is , that no man to choofe would 
abound in al kind of wealth, and be bound wiihalto loue no man , nprto 
be loued of anic. So that this drawing and deauing cf man to other men, 
being fo agrcablc to Nature , the cff:(^ing of it muft needs be ful of delii^hc 
and plcafure. 

z. y/n/?o//c is ofthe fame opinion.and fayth, that therefore Fricndftiip is fo ^r\%t %. 
pleafing , becaufc it confortcth with Nature ; for as the beafts of the earth, I'-ih-i. i. 
3ndthcfovvlcsofiheayrc,and the fillies of the fea , and al kind of lining 
creatures, whether they be wild or tame, take a kindofcontenttnent , to be 
with others of their kind j fo Man much more. For there is no man that 
would not choofe a poorc and meane cftatc in com; anie of other men , rather 
then a life in al other refpeds moft happie, vpon condition , that he ftiould fee 
no man. And from this principle,both w^rif/pr/r.and al other ancient learned 
miters doederiue the chicfert commendation of Fricndlliipjnotfo much in re- 
gard we ftand in need of one another's help (though this be fomcthing ) as by 
reafon ofthe natural inclination, which we haue to loue. To which purpofc 
Uhiiui recordeth . that ^nflatle was wont to cal Fricnd/hip,thc greateft Good 
ofal good things. Which perhaps c//ri/7o//f tookc from Socrates, who, as the - 
fame £4eru«<reporteth,had often in his mouth, that nofree-hold wascom- NoU,'!,' 
parableto a true friend; nor nothingin the world could yeald man fo much comp.ia- 
pro6t and pleafuic Which if wc grant , we nuy cafily alfo difcoucr, how lai re '>lc t*. .i 
thecomfort of Religious Conueifation doth extend itfelf, and how much 'rucf"^"-^' 
plcafure they fccle in the mutual louc betwixt tlicni, finding thcmfclues to 
loue, andtobefointirely loued j and bothbeing fonaiuraltocucricbodie, as 
lotl.ing more. 

.;. Nowifweconfider,thatofthis kind oftrucAicnds,whichthcPhi)o- _. ^.. 
lophci sdcfcribe vnto vs , there were fcaice three or fuie couple to be pic I cd /^1,^Ic\h 
«ut ot fo manic Ages, fuch as the bloudic Tyrants themrclucs did cmiic, i]>c>soild. 
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how fane mote fruitful aiiJ more happic is Religion , where we findc fo 
manic fwarmcs of mcnfo imiixly linked togcathcc in tiic bondof CharirJc 
ihat \vc may truly fay /o manic pcrfons, fo manic vnfcpai able companions , fo 
manic bofomc-fricnds» fo manic louing brethren both in hart, & cffc<fl,tn(i 
name > If wcdiuc to the bottomcof that , which is commonly called Fricnd- 
fliip, wc liial hardly find in this world anic worthic to bcare the name. Forthey 
thatlouc for profit or for pic.i fure^louc not their friend, but themfclucj} and 
fuch louc cannot be called Fricndfhip i for in like manner wc louc our lands & 
ourcatilc lorfpcakingofmcn, wc louc a Phifician ora Martincr,whcowc 
Viime the ^^'^^ vfcof them , or a common leader, for the plcafurc wc take in his wir. 
ynnind v( Tlicgrouuds thcrcforc of true fricndihip is Vcrtue and Honcftic; and that, 
1 i;.rKiJii;>. v. liichdcpcndcili vpon this firing, is the onliefoiid andconftantfiicndlhip, 
^ri(}otU fpc.ikcth to this purpofe almoft word for word ; and the fclf-Iamc 
rcafon conuin.cih , that pcrfcd fricndihip is rare , except it be among Reli- 
gious people , w ho haue no otiier ground of their louc and coniunftion , but 
Religion and Vcrtue •, andconfcqucnily hauing fo pcrfcdt fricndihip among 
them, ic is alfo cuidcnt , that they mull needs cnioy al the commodities, and 
fruits, and plcafurcs thctof , which the ancient Philofophers reckon to be 
very manic. 

4. Another ground of plcafurc in conucjfaiion , is likencs , which doth 
fo much the more winne men's aflTcdions , by how much Natuicisofiifdt 
exceeding greedle, as I may fay , and extremely paffionate , where itfindcs 
thatrympathicandlimilitudc; which among Kcli.;ious people is more abfo- 
liuctl.cn in anic other thine;. For they agree not only in nature as men, or in 
Faythandbclccfc, asChriftiansi but inlife,and conuerfation , andproicfts, 
anl intentions , in their endcauours , orders , and employments, in their veric 
habit andcloaihing ; which mull needs wonderfully enflamc their afFcdions 
.1 nd their louc towards one another \ and looc , the more ardent it is , the mote 
nvcctnes ic bringct'a with it. For as eucriebodie takes dcliuht loliuc.andto 
cnioy hiuifclf, andcannot be truly wcaiie ofhimfelfi fo the more inwardour 
aHldions arc towards other men , and the necrcr they draw to this degree 
of vuion with outfelucs , the more delightful they are And if it be foinal 
n;cu ,as wc experience it in our children andkinsfolkc, louingihemthou;h 
iiKy be wicked or deformed ; and the more wc louc them, the more wedc* 
ii'jit loconucrfe with ihcm; to what height wil this plcafurc rife, where 
vcrtue mcctcs with this linck of friendrtiip ? For vcrtue, whercfoeuer it is, 
dothconftrainca man toloucit, asvvcfindein thofc, whomc wcneucr faw, 
orperiiaps ss ere once our enemies : for if wepcrccaueanic inclingof vetciie 
ill them, it filcntly fpcakes to our harts, to be friends witiithcm. Ifihcicforc 
it make ftrangcrs friends i how much caficr and more inwardly wil it bindc 
th ii'c vnto vs , with whome we daily conucrfc , and of whofe vcrtue and Re- 
ligion wc arc the more allured ,thc mere familiarly we deale with them? So 
manic in the world take plcafurc in hunting ,and horfe-races, and gallant ap- 
parrcl , and intheii buildings , and in being popular, it wcrcmofl abfurd to 
think, that ihcfcpleafures arc comparable to the plcafurc j which a man may 
take in a f.ulc adorned with vcrtue and holincs of life, with ample reiurnc 
alfo oflouc for louc. f/4/# fayth truly and elegantly , that if Vcrtue could be 
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jfeenwi h our corporal eyes, it would wonderfully coflatne the loue of people 
towards it. But in RcHgion in vcric decdc wc fee i( j for as we fee not the foule, 
ivhich is in the bodie, in itfelf , yet wc Tec it Fn the cflTc^s , in the motion , in the 
fpeech, inthedifcourfc , which it makes, and foclcarcly, that wccan no more 
^oubtofit,thcnifwc faw it with our corporal eyes : Co we fee Vcrtue in the 
aa<thcfof, as if it were really before vs. Wc fee Charitie extend itfelf to the 
fttuicc and tendance of our Brethren ; we fee Humilitie (looping to feruilc offices, 
indoftcn humbling itfelf vnto them, in Religion i wc fee Patience in enduring 
hatdncsand embracing the Crodc ; finally wefceal other Vcrtucs of the mind, 
and haue them in our eyes , when they walkc out bcfoie vs, about the careful 
performanre of their feucral duties. 

5. Andbefides this comelines of Vcrtue and Sanditic, there be manic other 
things in moll Keligious people ,for which we ought in reafon highly to cfleeme 
anddcfire their conuerfation. For fome are eminently learned, others profoundly 
nifc, others wel-fpokcn,aguifc which the Apoftlercckoiis among the rcil And 
asforthe plcafurc, wiiich men take in thcfc things, I appealcto fccular people 
tlicmfclucs, whoby their often repayrc to Religious houlcs, doc fufliciently tc- 
ililyc the contentment they take in their prefencc and conuerfation , though 
oiherwifctlicir palate bedidcmpcred withtlic difordered plcafurcs of tins wotFdi 
andyctthiihertiicycomeforcomfortinadueifitie, for light and counfcl in their 
doubtful queflions, for aduife and h«lcforae admonitions vpon aloccalionsi and 
they think , the world goes wcl with them, if they can eniry this comfort for an 
hower or two , but with Religious people it is an ordinarie thing and continual, 
indihcy haue it at command as their ownc, andcannot but im'partc thefccom- 
ffltcsto thofc tiiatliueinhoufc with them, and are their Brethren, farre mue 
abundantly and more confidently , then they can with ihangers. 

6. Whence wc may deduce arjothcr branch of plcafurc "growing from Rclj- 
!:iou$coniierfation,towit,that by liuing togcather, they haue often yea conti- 
iiual occasion and cntcrcouric of fuch fricndlie offices, as mull needs entcrtaync 
andencicafcthcbrotherliclouc, which is betwixt them, as fircisnouriiJsed with 
Wood andcoalc. For firfl they Hue togeather like bofomc-fdcnds , they niccic 
often, f hey fp' akcufccn courtcouHy one to another ifccondly they arc al.vaics 
doing aud reccauing good turnes from one another, they profler their Icruice, not 
isworldlie people doc, idly, and for the moft part for their o\\ ne ends, but arc 
fcallydeliiousN) feme them in fpiritual things; and aymeai nothing clfem ir, but 
lobciiefittiicir neighbours and brcihrcn, andaduanccchcgloijc of God. For wc 
'"'iftn t think, that VcrtueandSanc^titicisfo rigid and inflexible , as if it were 
ffir'^n, or that it is alwayes mute, drcamingof nothing but of doing pcnnancc. 
Haiic: in al occafi )ns , but fpecially in conuerfation with others, it is j liable and 
«ffa!)le,thcf.vcctnes of charitie inclining thervnto, and making people toC(;n- 
'Jcfcend^and accommodate, and enlarge themfelucs to theii neighbours. What 
therefore can be more delightful, then to be thus continually endcauouring ro 
^f<]uitc one another's courtefics, and llriuing to uuercome thcii companions in 
cJiari-aMc offices ? fpecially where t man cannot wcl icl whether it be better to 
o«cic)mc,orto fufl'erhimfclf to be ouercomc inChariiic. So that rh^i, which 
^rif},iii alHrn)eth of Friendlhi|> in general, is nnich more verifyed in this iioJjc 
ka^iucoftiiendlkip : that though the ground of fricndihip bt farrcmorc n* bic ' 
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and honourable, then the pleafurc or profii which comes oFitybccaufe it is grouo- 
dcd invcrtucanu honcllic, yet hauingfo noblean offpring, neither plcafurenoc 
profit is wantin.! , but rather it is very profitable in regard < t the manie good offi, 
cci, whiciipadcbciwixtfricnds.ancl much more dciightfuI , then anic thing 
grounded vpon a meaner motiuc, becaufc thcvcrtuousa£iionsandl)ehauioutj4)f 
our fiknd is no idle plrafant vmo vs , then our ovvnc. 

7. V\'c mav adJe f ' r a complement, and as it were a delightful fawce to the 
mcatc, which iJiccrfciucd in, thatordinaricfiiendfiupisfubiciftto manic bring, 
lings by icalon cithn oFthc diffcrcnccof mens minds, or of ihcir falliion and be 
hiuiour, oroftlicir llatc and calling, or by age growing vponthcm, orby dcdtc 
cfft-mcthin ', v\hiclibi.th parties cannot cnioy , and manic luch like accident j, 
V. iiicli oh itncsaicraiircoFicacfallitTgs-out and much hatred, and make an vttcr 
breach oMiicmMhip when they happen, and before they happen breed marc 
fufpiti »n>andicalou(Ks jinfomuch iliattiicre can be no folidci mfcri almoftin 
anic vvorldliclVicndiijip,rpccially the worhlbeint^fo generally infcdlid v\i(hihe 
poyronofrcll-loue,eucriconcdrawingio hisownc ends, which is the ablUutc 
banc of al ti uc league and friend/hip. The league, which is betwixt Rcli. i. u$p«o. 
pie on tiic other lide, is fulof folid pleafurc, becaufc being grounded in chariijf, 
and lice fiomal piiuatcintcveft , it is not fubic^ toihofc dangers and cafualtics, 
v.hichi fpakcof ibutasAbbot/orT'^in oy?ij« fayth very wel , vshtrasalfccular 
fricndlhip (whcrof there he recites fcucral kinds ) is fickle and vnconlbnt.that 
t)nlyijpcrmanentandindilIolublc, which is grounded in the likencs of venue. 
This is not fubicdt to be broken by anie cafualtic ,dirtanceof place ,or length of 
time cannot Ihakc it, uor death itfclf diilolucic. 

S. And this plcafuic, which I rpcakcof,occurresvnto vsbyconucrfationwith 
anic particular man among vs : what then (lial [ fay of the whole familic , or Col- 
lcd<;c , or houfe- hold ? & of the ioy which is to liue in fuch companic? For whols 
there, that hath not eKpcricnccd in himfclf^thai as of;cn as he hath beheldfo inanie 
of his Brethren in that decent, &grauc,anddeuout manner of habit and carriage, 
which i^vfual among them, cither finginj^in the Qn<re, or going in PioCcflion, 
or fct at a fcrmon or Exhortation , or wor king at thcit manual excrcifes, or fitting 
at board in their dining-roome, who is there, I fay, that hath not found himfcit' 
ouerioyed at fuch a fight, and fayd in his mind : Thtft are ihe honfl •( G)d , ^mm ntl 
cffouUien , but offtnnei cf the lli^ht^. This made S, Uq fay , that it did exceedingly 
rcioycehim, whenfoeueritwas his good hapio behold a companie of feruaiuf 
of God , & that in (o nunie Saints he felt the Angels prefent, *: made noqucftion, 
but God did vific tliem al with nv^re plcntie of his graccs.when they wcrealtogca- 
ther , as (o manic glorious tabernacles of God , fo manie excellent mcmbcf s ol the 
bodicofChrift,lhining wiihonclight. A faying worthictobcnotcd, in regard 
he llileth rhem, tliat are confccrated to God , tdhernacUtoffioJ, and txctlivitmtm 
ben ofCl^ri//, hauing cueric one ofthcm their particular light inthemfelues,but yet 
giuing a greater light, & much more contentment by it, when thar,whichi$ fcuc- 
ral iiuhem, mectcs with al the reft togeather , and diffufeth itfelf farrc & ncerc by 
that coniundion, that next vnto theblillcful ioyes, w hich we (hal hauc in the I'luc 

andcontcmplatianofGod himfclf, we may truly rankc the ioy & comlbrt,wniCD 
we fintlcinthc loue and conuerfation with our fpiritual Brethrcfl. 

9. TheSaint-IikefatniPeof holie f#^wa$a huclierefcmbJtnccofit.Forhchad 
manic children, and they Uucdalinfuch a league of petfcft louc togcaihcr , thac 
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tiloueheucriconc of them kept a feueral houfe & familie,yet they were al of them,' 
Litwcrc , of one houfe-hold , and al things were common among them , ihtjftd^ 
Itdtntdiotkfizi the holie Scripture rclatetlOirt tbeir tutna^dnd mm one hddbis Jdy. 
So that they lined alwaycs togeather in micth & iolitie,& continual banckets.Thc 
fiftcrs could notinuitc their brethren, but werceuet inuited by thcm.& did eatc & 
driiike vvithihcm. After this manner, eueric Religious man is, as it were, conti- 
nually making a fpiritual banckct for the reft of his Brcthre, with whomc he Hues; 
& the banckct is not fet-forth with ordinarie diflies , but with cxquifitc vertues, 
&ch( ice anions. &fpeeches of deuotion, they feafl one another in their tumes, 
becaufc cuciic one doth reciprocally ferue one another in the iikc kind. The chil- 
dren ofhh could in one day mecte but once at one of their brethren's tabic; wc feed 
at cueric one of our Brethren's tabic, and al at once , which is farrc more. And as 
there were fiftcrs among them i fo if among Religious people there be anic that arc 
infcriour, and fomewhat more impel fed in vertue andfcruour, asthey werein 
ftxcf of which kind certainly there be few in comparifon of tlic reft, as among 
thcchildrcn of lob there were but three fiilcrs for fcaucn brethren ) though they 
haiic not fo much pvoui Ci n\ of vcrtuc as to be able to fcaft others , yet by leafon of 
thebrothcrlicvnion, which is among them, they hatie the happincs to bcfcaftcd 
with the reft^and cnioy for the orefcnt the pleafurc of the fcaft, & bettering thcm- 
fclucs by litlc and litle, furnilh iheinfelucs with plcntie, as I may fay, of fat & mar- 
row i fo that at laft they alfo grow able & fuHicient to inuitc othcis. 

Of the [le^fure , yvhkh Religious men take tn Learnwg, 
CHAP. XI. 
HE ground of the pleafures,of which 1 haue hitherto fpokcn,is fupcr* 
natu'taUitfollowcth , that we fpcakc of one that Is natural, to wit, 
Lcarnin",& variclie of al kind of knowlcd-cj which how dclightful ic 
__^^_^ is,nny he gathered by two things. Firft.if we confidcr the noblenes of 
knovviedge,as belonging to the noblcft partof maii,& being the fruit ol the n)iod 
&vndcift.mding, & wi'ihal wonderfully enriching and cmbellilliing it: Secondly, 
ifwevveigh, hovv pri)per and how agreablcit is to the nature of man, to know & 
vnJcrftand. For (as Aiiftotle fay th) cueric man is naturally benttodcfiic know- 
Icdgci & he makcth an ar jument to prouc it by the louc,vvnich wc nana ally haue 
to the ptrricular llnfes, which arc moft vfefulto bring knowlcd;.;c , as t*»thc fenfe 
of Seing and Hcaring.N nv if a man be fo nituraliy inclined to knowledgc.it nvuft 
needs be a great pleafurc to be learned. F-r commonly eucric thing »..kcs moft 
tontcntmcnt in that , which is moft agrcable to nature •, as the chicfcft plcafiirc, 
w hich birils hauc, is 10 flyc , fiiiics, to fwimme ; and in our bodilic fcnfes, our c yc» 
atemoftdcli.'lv.edwithfcing, our taft with taftin;i,ourcares with Muficaltoccnr. 
Why therefore lliould not our wit and vndcrftanding be farrc moicpicafcdwit;! 
thcfearchand knowledge ©f truth , which is the proper food ot it, andihc dici^ 
which it inuft naturally feed on. 

I. Infomuch that >/nM< J«^^ not ftickto fay, that there wn<; no otherr/ay m 

liucaKvaycs a contented life without forrow but to betake oni fell tothrandic 

«fPhilofophic,inrcgardof ihc abundance of plcafuic, wluthiiadwids. A.uhvi 
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wonder, if wcccnfidcrtli^ number, ihc variccic, the extent, ihc rarcnes of the 
ililxi^s, wliich ] hilofopliic treatcth of. For Pllilofophic being nothing clfe but 
the icarch «>fNauirc, a^ Nuuic extends itfclf fane and nccic. Ar is admir-blcto 
confi ler/o vniuci fal ik Co admirable is the (ludic of l^uilofoplHc, Jcauin^^ nothine 
in NatuiCjtoihcbottomc wheiof itdoth notendtauour lodtue. Firll iiconfiicri 
the beginnings a^caufcs of cucrie thini:, time, motion, place, tlungs obuioqsii^ 
dayly i:iourt)es& inour hands, andyit wiihalfoobfcurc & intricate, that nc. 
tlnngmorc. Itfcarcheth intothc compodiionof man, fouled bodic , &alilie 
properties & faculties of cither part. It difputcs of the earih, & of the ay t c,& fcuc, 
ral aflcdions thcrof, as of the windcs, thunder , lightning , raync, & tie caufci 
of then). It bchokkth the hcaucns , and whatfoeucr bcloni^cth to the knoiv. 
Icdnc of them, their greatncs, their light , and pctrpituiiic, the nun)bcr of the 
fphercs, the conftancic of their motion , their power and influence intothefc 
infciiourihini;s,f«r the continuance and prefcruation tf ihcm. Among fo manic 
things therefore, and infinit more, whicli cannot be mimbrcd, butaiecxcecdinc- 
ly delightful , can anic man make anie qudliDn, but that a mind, thatis{»iuca 
to the contemplation of fo manic, fo great, fo admit, ble things , fofarrc about 
the capaciiic of ordinaric people , turning and to[Ting ihcm vp and downcon 
cuciic(ii!c .canothcrwifcchoofcjbutliue in a perpetual paiadjfc ? Forcanil.trc 
be anic thing more abfurd then to acknowledge , as wc murt i^ecds, that our carcj 
an J our eyes take plcafmc in their feucral obicCts , and to iliink th.vt our mind, by 
which our fcnfcs come to be capable of pleafurc, hath no pleafuic proper vr.to 
it' Fcrif it bcdclightful to beheld a horfe that is ucl limmcd , or a tree that 
fpreadsitfelfabro.-d withfjire and large branchcsj why ihould it not be mote dc- 
hglittul to contimphtc tl:cnatuie and cflcnccoftl.c horfc or tree, fcingin this 
Acund contemplaticMi that isinuolued, which wc fee with our eyes, and much 
more and moic excellent considerations ? For as a pidurc , that is wcl drawne 
and liucly fct- forth in coulours, doth naturally deligiitcuerie bbdic that beholds 
it, but much more a skilful paynter,ihat befidcs the fight of the coulours, and 
drau.;hisofciif:pcnfil,isablctoiudgcof thcicafonsofthcm, and the nature of 
theiliadowes, and the conuenicncie and propottion and connexion ofeuciicpart 
of !t :S )in althingsof this world, the vulgar fott beholds theouthdc tf thcin, 
andreftsihctci they that arc learned, condderthat which is more inward ,the 
nature, the properties , andfcucral qualities, and difpofiiions of cucrie thin?, 
winch as they are in theiufclues things far re more noble , fo alfo more delightful, 
and iiuiccd able fu 111 ciently tocntertaync anic man's thoughts , and accordingly 
al ancient Philofjphcrs were fo taken with them , that they thought no happincs 
ia the world comparable to this kind offludie. But Religious people hauc yet 
onething more, ih;itgiucsthcbufines a Tweeter icliHi, whicii no Mcaihen could 
ariiuevnto, beholding al this world of things not fo much as they arc wo. ks cf 
Nature, bur as wr rks o( God the Authour of Nature ; & cnteriayning ihcmfclucj 
in contemplation ofthe Power, &Wifcdome, and Loucof fo great an Attificcrin 
his works , as:f incy beheld al thcfc his admirable attribms with their vcriccycsj 
and whar can 'ol* more pleafant or more profitable then fuc h a fight? 

^ And til. IS mich .>f the contemplation of natural things , which w»lca% 
put vs into tijc way of conceauing t'^c pleafurc , which Hiurt needs he Urtc 
gtcatei in the knowledge of things Diuiuc , iayU open vnto vs by the light of 

Diuiiiiiifi 
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piuiniiic , which wc findc diuided incotlucc parts or branches, whcrof one h 
died SchoUPuJ.comptizcd anddeljucrcd in a certain Method and way, in a 
manner, as humane Sciences j for the honour and commendation and fwectnes 
>\hcrof, what cm be fayd fiiorcthen that the obic^ oT itis Godlines ? and com- 
prehcndeth althat, which the wit of man can arr^[^Jcnovv touching the Vr::- 
tic, Intiniiic, Power, Ifnmenfiiic,Simplicitic, K^PIdge ,and Prcuidcncr of 

CoDoucreuerieparticuIarthingofthiswoild, but chiefly concerning Jaluation 
of mankinds and moreouer feueral proceflions, cither inward , conftltuting 
three Perfons inoneEficiMrcor outward, in the Creation ofal things ; anion » 
which the Angels being the principal , it difcourfcth of theit Nature, their fixccl- 
Icncc, ti.eir Order and fcucrai Diaincftions. And Man alfo beinq 3 wor k of God 
ncxtindignitie to the Angels, hath his place and rankinthisD7rputJtion,wherc 
thcEndisdifculIcd,forwhichhevva$creatcdiandthemeanes& helps ordayned 
fortius Er.d, chiefly the Grace of God, his Lawes & precepts, Vcrtues both Theo- 
logical (foe ailed, bccaufc their obic(fl is God} and Moral , among which luftice 
and ihc blanches therof.are difputcd at large , and whatfoeucr bcloaigethto the 
dutic cf aChriftian in matter of Conttacls. 
H. But that part of Uiuinitic is moft copious and moft delightful , which dif- 
cou:fcthofthemyllerieofthcIncarnation,&oftheSacraments,aseff'eastherof, 
Of the matter, for me, & e/h\acic of them,& alfo of the Ceremonies vfcdinthcm] 
:JC(nduits conveying the merits of the Paffion of Chrift to the benefit of our 
f.u'es. So that if thclifcofthofe.ihat arein hcauen, be therefore bleficd, bccaufc 
their mind is alwayes fixed vpon God i what pleafurc muft this fcience needs af- 
lord, which is perpetually thinking of thcfameGod>>\iththisdifltrence that in 
r.cauen they cotemplate him face toface withoutanic veyle before their eyes heec 
ilcygoevpon grounds of icafon & moftanUred principles of ChriQian Faith 
^ 5. The hohc ^a,^,«rr,afccond branch of Diuinitie,is like vnto the former for The ft„di, 
p.calantncs of thcrubi(cr.& for autiioriiie farreaboue it. .y. ^tt^ufiin doth defer- <'f ^cup- 
ucdly Illicit t'tcUho^haudtnhiiofourfuklc; thcrichef, by rcafonof thefulnesand '"'^^• 
ibunJancc ofal goodncs recjuifiie for the inlhuaion and diicaion of man in the ^'r^''^' ' 
cou:(cotvertue,the^fV./,inregardofthevnfpeakablefvvectnes,whichis init ''*^' 
inwhichrcfpc<5Ulfoeire.vyherehc fayth:It tadcth likehonie, of theheauenlic id ih , 
home andishghtfomebythcli^ht ,whichitpartakethofGod. S, lI.,rowt in his W.;.4. 
tpifllc to /<«/?iii.i a Monk,wherehe giueih him inftruaions to good life , compa- 
iturc to an orch3rd,exhorteth him to gather the /cueral fruits ther- **• 
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of.to feede himfelf w it h thofe day nties , to fi)l3cc hinTfirlf with holdingVhem in his '•^' *'* *^*'^' 
atme$..y.«fr/i4rJJikeneth this holieWordof God toabancketcxceliini;in three en 
«nin;,s,delightful to the tafte,folid in refpeft of nouri(hmenr,& cffedually medi- c "ni 
Cinable.ihe fwectnes of the found of his words, delights our artVdions; the CO- J 
pioufnes of their fcucrai fcnfes, fattens (i nouriliieih thcmindithcdcapthof the " 
n»y(leii(scontayned in thcm,exercjfing our vndcrflanding and keeping it in awe 
I'Oi.ikrfully alayes the fwellin-ofpuflingfticnce. h{^\:^oi Strtnm'm C4/?,4ncom- 'c^lJ- 



f'T. 
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r"ri.»iiolic Scripture excellently welio a fat & fettil peece ofgrrund yealding '• ^• 
•juctie of fruits, v\ heroffomeare to be eaten raw from the tree, others by reafon " 
7 1'Jcnatural har/hnes of them ate not fo pleafant,and pcrhiips arc alfo hurtful if ' 
^ fy be noi fit rt fct oucr the fire, & foft ned, and brougt to a milder rempcr ; others " 
'"ay iJc vfed both wayes,i5c ate not dilUAfuJ uw.and yet quahfved by ihc hea'c of ' 
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the fire , arc morcplearant& moccholcforot. For in like manner the holie Scrip. 

luces containc fomc things which ycald good nouciflMncnt , taken as the Jcttcf 

founds ; othcts , if they be not explained by fome declaration , are rather hurtfiU. 

finally othcrsagaincmaybcvfedbothwaycs. Thus faythOiyfuw, andtruly. ' 

6. For that whichmciLJ|fceo,h»uclcft written.dirfcrethfromholicScriptuwi' 

in chat men declare theii^Bis by words; but God as Authouranddire^uroftl 

things,& a! mens aftions.vfeth the vcric things ihemfelnes anda^aionstodeclire 

his fccret intentions by them. Which caufeth fo much varieticof fenfcs in holie 

Scripture •■, the delightfulnes whcrof is excclleily wel exprelTed by i .Grrgme vpon 

tth U.K. ^^^^ words of lob: Then ypoti tht Omnif^ottnt tbou shaUfluW With dt^ihts, T«;f»n? Wi/A 

deli^hrs ypon the Omnipot:ttt^(ay\hS, Grtgorle^ii in his leiteta be filled dttbeb4n(\tttfif$ln 

SGrt^t^. Scripture, In ilh Wyrdsrvl/trofWi mteie with ft manie futerM deli^htt, *s VPe ctntuiil di. 

Hor. <9' pttftuti offenfes for our benefit ^ ftedmg fmetimesypon thebdte biflorie^ fometimts yptn tk 

TiUrsl MUg^rie^ whichljtfh bidden ^ms the murrQW^ynder thectmexinfthe tetitr\fmt- 

times rayfin^ ourjelnei in contempt Ation ofbighet things , y^hieh in tl^e dark^nes ofihii prtftat 

life zitethySyUi it wete^azHmfiofthe light ofEternitie, 

7. This is the life, which Rclir^ious people leade in perpetual delights flfplcafurcr, 
tl)c true & folid hanpincs whcrof i'.fo^/i C/jry^/Jorw^fcttcth forth liuelyinacertainc 
Hjmilie»whercdilcournni;atIargeofthc«6rortsofa Monallicallife, &in pani- 
S r>. Chryf. cular ofthepleafure, which iliey take in Prayer and Contemplation.atlarthcdcr- 
Horn 6ijn ccndcth to this; which they take in the ihidic of Scripture. HAyled to thefe fimi 
M*ith. Btei^es , fay th he , they tdl^t exceeding cemfirtin them, Vor mo(i commonlj , iv/>« theytmt 
CM of the ^Hier^one bet4{tthhimfelf to connerfdtionWtth thefrophet Efuj^Jinolha with fix 
sApofiles ; another reddeth and coniemplateth fome tbingin Godot in bis creatures , ofthinit 
ytjible and inttifibUtOf the miferie of this Itfe , of the happines of the life to come. Thtj fa ntt 
themfelues lofeedevpon the boyled flesh of brnte beafis, but ypon theWjrdsofGod/fwttttr 
then honie and the honie-combe. This honic Tvas not gathered by tvilde beetynordigtfied into 
their hints ^ as their manner is •, but fhegraceofihe HoiieGhofl difirihted it amongthtminili 
of Saints infleed of the combe , and the bine , and thofe litle toulles , that whofetMtr rvouH 
might \9itbeafe eate»fit. Lt\e bee stherfore they f ye about tie honie-combes oftheholteBibltf 
andrece.iuegjeatpleafurein them. Thus S.lohn Cinyfofleme. 
The ftudic* ^' ^'^^ third branch of Diuinitie/is the ftudie of the hoJie Fathers, who,aj they 
«» the were eminent forleavning.and holines of lifc,& cloqtJcnce,hauc leftfo nianiemo- 
•fiubcn. numentsoflearning behind them , that a man may f^)cnd his whole life time with 
pleafure in turning ihcm ouer,& find more then he can hauc time to cfi^'alfe i God 
hauin.;moreoucr|>rouided, that, as in a;^reat banc kcteucriediih hath his fcuera! 
tciili, fo among incfe great writers eucric one fliould hauc his particular ftrayne 
offwcctncstoiuoyd faiictic. For if we compare the Greek Fathers one with an- 
other, wc (hal fiudc the ftyic tf ^. B4fil to fauuur of learning, & abound in precept* 
offandl iic:V Gregotii Na^ianif^en moreprofound entiing familiarly into the decp«(t 
T.'ic Greek '■"y^'^^'*>^*''cclaringthem in wci;;htic tearmcs & fcntcnccs.V. >f/fe4«4/?«n$more 
1 jthc•r^ facile , yet ful , and with an equal ftylcalwaycs like himfclfjteachjng with agrcat 
ton irjj dcaleofaufhoritic.£;M/)';UMiMnseA<4eragainft Heretic ks;T/«<></orfrplaine& careful 
uiiiu:;^ in expofition of Scripture. 5'./«/;»biw-ifcf^ ful oncarning,& expert in explaining 
•nunk.uci f|,g haideft points of Faith, s.lohn ChtyftOome, as his name giues vs to vnderftand, 
eloquent & popular,cafiiy infinuating himfclf into peoples mtndsi & with thcco- 
pioufncs of iiis quaynt words, as with a tocrcnt of Eloquence^ carrying his AuJi- 
tpric wluiljcr.foeuer he plcafcth. 
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a. Among the Latin Fathers, S, Cypfian hath a neate & copious ilyle,& yet no- The Latin 
thing too much , but graue & wcightic, and ( is S, Werom's ccnfurc is of him) his I athcrs. 
ftetcb runnts fw^eily andqmetly on^ 4sacriliaUfoHntaine\Zt\^S,jtMgulUn doth dcfcr- 
ucdly ftilc Wi" the fweetefl Dofionr^S, ^mbrofehzth a'peculiar manner of exprcffing ^ W"r«w. 
himfelf.vcry fcnteiitious,with choyce words knit cJeanelytogeather,ihat a bodic ^^' '^* 
pay iuftly think when he reades him,that he heares a Diuine making anOration^ 
oriiiOratour fpeaking like a Diuine ; in commendation ofwhofcfwceines wc 
dial need to fay no more , then that God did feemcto forcfhcvv it by that flrangc 
accident, which we find recorded of him, when a fwarmc of bees lighted vpon his 
mouth, wliea he was achilde. Theftyle of y.H/rrowf is learned, Ail of wit and 
examples of Aotiquiric, cxprelTin^ in natural colours, whatfocucr he vndertakes, 
either for the httcral expo/ition oi holie Scriptures, or Moral precepts for al kinds 
of Dates, or in commendation ordifprayfc of anie thing, or in exhortations to 
vrrtue ; i n al w Inch he is fo cminent,tnat his eloquence fcemeth more Diuine then 
huminc. S, ^u^ufim is copious , ful of tarictie , and wiih.ilfacil , expert at al 
hands, both todifputethe profoundeft que(lions,and to fpcakplaufibly to the 
people j and in his Sermons both inlUudcth and moucth wiihagteat deale of 
grace. Who can place his words more weighii y , in better order , and come off 
nmreroundly then S, tro ? whofc fpcaches arcalwayesfulof maieiUe, and come, 
«itwerc,thunderingoutof his mouth, S,Gregotie is altogeather Moral, & won- 
derful rare in that kind,enicriayning his reader with varictieoffweet examples 
andfimilitudcs, and inftruding him in the courlc of vertue with profound lear- 
ning, and drawing him on to readc him by the pleafant and copious manner, 
whichhehath.ofdeclaringhimfelf.Whatfliall fay of 6. B<ro4r<<>\ Jio is worthily 
tilled the "Mellifluous Doflcm; and is ful of fpiritualdocum^rs of highcQ peifc(5lion, 
and enterlaceih the fcntcnces of holie Scripture To naturally with his ownc dif- 
courfc , that a man would think , he fpeakes notiung but Scripture,oc that the -, 

holie Scripture makes vfe of his tongue, as an inftrumcnt todcclare it/elfj which 
isboih graue, and pleafant , and wonderful cffcdtual. And not to hold the readej 
mic longer, this doth fufhciently prouethat which I fayd before, that eucrie Fa« 
dicr hath his particular delightful manner of exprefling himfelf, and that fu muck 
tarietie mull needs make the pleafare,in readinethem,thc greater,as it were wal- 
ktnj» out of one garde n into another;& by the often change of fo manie curiofities 
as be in them, prcucntinc alwearifomnes, which might creepe-in vpon *s. 

10. And ccriainly,if, when they lined hceronearih, it could not but bcancxccf-. 
(iue comfort to dcalcuith anie one of them, and toconuerfewith mcmoffo greac 
Hfouhasthey were,can we think,' he pleafure is lelfc now they are in heauen? Mc 
ihinks it fl)ould be farre greater i both becaufeihedifcourfes, which arc penned, 
ase al. ayes more elaborate &moi^||fincdthenthat,whichisdeliueredby word 
«f mouth ex tempore ', and the :;lorie^Wlch t/iey now cnioy,doth addc weight and 
autlioritie to their writings.Tofoclude therefore this difcourfc of the three Bran- 
dies of Diuinitie , 1 dcfire only people wil rcfle<a, that, wherasthc vnderftanding 
of matters fo fublime & fpccially of the holie Scriptures doth come vnto vs more 
lybcinu humble & lon«: acquainted v\ ith fpiritual things, then by ftrengthof wit 
&a(Jiduitie,it mufl needs becuident,that Religious peoplearefo much the better 
difpofcd for the comfort , which may be had in that kind of ftudie , by hoNv much 
ihcy hauc more plcntie of eflicacious mcancs tocntich themfelues with the vcr- 
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0^ the toy , -vfhkh Religious people tak§ in the good 
of their Neighbours foules, 

CHAP. XII. 

f oft RcHj;i'ous men hauc yet another comfort , which gofih 

j beyond al carnal and carthlic comforts : when hauiug had ocafion 

[ to labour in cultiuating of numbers of Soules , they fee them ku 

' fake their vicious courfes , and take to venues , or in fan^itie of 

» Ijfcdayly to aduancc themrclucSjandencrcafcin the fcruiccofGod 

Who can cxprclFc the ioy, %\ hich this doth breed ? or the tearcs, which it oftimci 

drawcth from our eyes? For if, as the Prophet fayth , C$nfjMtronrs exult , whtn tki 

hdut tskcn 4 prey, what p.rcater exultation can there be, then in fuch a conqucft, 

& fuch a prey ? For in other vidorics the profperous fucceflc of one partie,i$io/Ic 

to thcothcfi heer the benefit , which comes to vs, i$43cncficial alfo to our'ncigh- 

bour J and the good of our neighbour, the encreafc of our ioy. W itncs the labour, 

thcfoUicitUav', the care, which moft commonly this fruit doth cofl vs \ whcrof 

the Apoftlc writcth thus to certain Difciples of his : MylitUe ilMitn .w/#w//m. 

ttail v^.thald^ame , ynul CH fllST be formed in y<H ; comparing himfelf to a 

woman with child , toexprelfe the time, and labour, and payne alfo, v^^hich often 

accompanie'h this charitable biifincs. And confcijucntly there can be no doubt, 

but thar,uhichourSauiour fayth in the Ghofpel,agrceth alfo to this child-birth; 

^ wowdrt, wLcn ibe bntdeih, bath fomyVyl/Ht when she h*tU brought ftrth , ntw ibt 

ttmembnth n»t the pre(JHre , by rtdfon of the ioy ^beuufe d mdn ts come into the mtU, 

But hccrthc ioy is farte greater, bccaufc man is not borne into the world, but 

in veric deed into heaucn. For the life of the bodie is fliore , but the life of the 

Soulc, eternal. And what ioy, think you, fliould wcconceaueof ihiscucrlafling 

fruit , fling wc find a Heathen Phiiofopher tcioycing at the temporal progicflc 

. of his D ifciplcs, and cftccmingit averyiuft and rcafonablc caufe of ioy? If a tree, 

' fjyth he.whcni: iscomcfjfarrcastobringfojihfruit,rcioyccththchurt)andman; 

' if alhcjiheard take p!cafurc to fee the fruit of his fljcki if cueric man beholding the 

' child, whichhcnurfcih, delights inthcgiowthofhischild.asinhisowncihovv 

"doft thou think it fares with them, that hauc nurfcd vp wits, when knowing 

" the tender bcginnini'.s i»f them, they behold them fuddenly flourilh? Thus fpakc 

this Heathen Phiiofopher of the brickie, ^|^rt, & momentarie fruit, which he 

could arriuc to know. The fruit of our laMK is fpiritual & immortah fo that if, 

asoiuSauiourtcftifyeth,/*frfZ;fifl3» itihea$ienypon tne fmnerdoinopentidHce^hthctc 

notthelikccaufcofreioycingonearth, whcnwefccamancithcrcoucrtediodo 

penn.incc for his finncc, or cftabliflied in vertuc,and taking great flrides to pcrfcc 

tion ? DouUlclfc there is. For certainly in this one.wc hauc maniccaufcs of ioy & 

c6fort,thegloricofCod,thefaIuationofouriicighbour,v\homwearec6rn3ndcd 

to loue as oiirfclucs-, a ioyful& moll admirable reprcfcntation of the Diuincpood- 

"es,& clemccic,& paticcc, not only in bearing with the loft ihcepjbutiu biiugii'g 
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''^Jli^tothcfoldvpon his ftioulders ; of which goodnds and clcmcncic we are 

*'Scsandfpe<5latcurs, Finally , it isnofmal encreafc of idy^ihat wcfindour- 

Snes made partners in fomc me.ifurc , in fo great, and fo noble a work , and ^ 

L ina manner, toglotic with S\ iW ,andfay : I pUnted, Pot it is natural for 

luetic bodic to louc and talc cdcli.'.ht in that, in which hchath taken fomc kind 

cfptynes ; and the move txcclleni the work is , themoicplcafurc he takes in it. 

And what greater work can theiebe, then to make men Saints i a work not 

onlyproper to God alone, but the grcaieft of al his works ; a work , whercf 

J t>4«f reioyccd iiVtiie Vhiipp'uns , faying of them : My toy dtidmy crtxvne \ and in 

the C»)iritbiAHs , ftiling thrni hisiloue m thtddy ofottr Lord-, and to the ThtfjaUni- i. f'"- »^4: 

^,} >\^jhAttt our hope yurultoy^orcipwue of gloria Arenot you, before cur lord Ibsv 8 i.Ti/^.i li?. 

Ch R I $ T i»l>ncotm»»^} ForytudreoHrgloritdndioy. Wherefore fcing Religious 

p«oi)lclabour fo diligently in ihisharucft of Soules, and hauc fo manic peculiar 

helpstowardsthercapingofihcfiuitof it ( as we hauc Ihcwcd in the precedent 

Booke ) their ioy and comfort in it muft alfo neccfl'atily be both nioft allured and 

continual. 

of the Hundred-fold fromifed to Kdigious people. 
C H A P. XIII. 

Iht which we hauc hitherto fayd of the pleafantnesofa Religiou") 
courfc of life, is very admirable i Yet one thing rcmayneih bcl.ind, 
more to be valued then al the reft, ascontayning indeed al oilier 
things, and hauingit, we niay iuftly make account we haue al. 
This is thebrgc, andample,andma;.\nificentpromifc, whichTruth M.xr,U.},y, 
Ufclf makes vs Inthcfc wordes: Hutrie oneihdt ihAlltdut father , or mother ^or brethiev, »;. 
o/ij/rr J , it houfi , or iwds , shal receaue d hnndied-foldifi this hfe. Of wl.fth pn niifc '>'j*»''^ »o- 
S,lUrnaydd\Ccni\\Cuv^ faythj'hnd very truly 'Thcfe are thfe words, which haue per- s^'B„„jrJ. 
fwadcd men through the whole world, tocontemne the world, and embrace \0' fir.Hitcms, 
luniarie Pouenieiwoids, that HI Cloyfters with MonkijDcferts with Anchorets. " 
Thcfc,! f.iy,arc the words whicli put .Aegypixo pillage, & robbe it of thebeft vef- *> 
fcl it hath. This is that liuclic and efficacious word,conuertingfoulcs by a happic ., 
amcitionof fandtitic and faithful pron»ifr of truth. Finding therefore fo great a „ 
promifcvpon record, and knowing withal that he that makes vs thif jnomifc^ 
canr.otfajlcof iiis word, nor for;;ct how fairc he hathcngageil himfelf, it con- 
f(n:cs vs , dilioently to fcarch into the riches of it , and acquaint ourfelues- 
throughly with the trcafurc which it conraintth. ^ c^Jf. fo//, 

2, i4pun in his lift Colkuion rclatini^ a difconrfc of Abbot Ahrdhm , fayth vlum, c. 
jUuhcwordsofthisproiiiiicaietobcvnJeilloHlplaincIy astheyf(Hjnd,to wir, ^'^"'o- 
that 'Aeflialicceauetiievcric'tliincis which we Icauc.in qu.iniiticinuhipiicd. For, " '^ 

/4u/./f, whofocucrcrmc<ni;i!i;;t!ulouc ofonc faticr , <r'nv thcr, or child, for j^^i^'J'c'/'""' 
ChiifiSfake.doth padcintothciiK^H f^nrcrcloneofalthofcthat Ictuc Clnift, Oial j,_,^,.^{ ' 
leccaucahundicd-lcldinqua-.uiiicjf brciljitnandraicnts,tiiat isto fayjoic nc uiiiaJ^ 
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., he ihal find fo manie fathersand brcthrcu , that vvii louc him v? iih a mo^ — T 
., tod more elcuaied kind of louc, and il)al be alfo enriched with poflcffi ^ 
.,knds in like manncrmultiplicd j that is, whorocncr abandoned! ^^^l^^ 
., for the louc of Chrift , Oial poflcfle innumerable Monaacries as hii • 

.* al parrs of the world , and enter vpon them as vpon his ownc land or"!'" 
•, ritancc. For how doth not he reccauc a hundred-fold , and ( if we t 
„ io bold as to addc anic thing to the words of our Sauiour ) more ^ 
hundred-fold , that forfaking ten or twencic fcruants that wayte vdo I* 
by force, andarefcarcc to be trufted, is attended euer after with the v"i 
taricfcruiceoffo manic men wel borne and of honourable defccnt? An tki' 
faying , comprehending not only Religious people that haue rcuenn^!! • 
common, but ai in general, cuen thofe that profedc the ftri^eft Euano I'l 

- ,^. Pouertic that can be, and haue nothing citlicr in priuatc or in common f 

*.aw,/r/. thefc alfo haue their hundred-fold of ahnes , which the faithful brTnc^! ' ' 
" them abundantly of dcuotion. Let vs giue care ( fayth S, Bede difcourfinrf 
" this kind of Poueitie } to the ioyful promifcs of our Lord and Sauiour ifr 

• fee how out of the fpccial fauouiof his aoodncs he promifeih them that folW 
^ him, not only the rewards of eternal life, but excellent guiftsalfo in this pre 
Tent life. Hutre oneihar shUe^nelwufc, orbrethrtn^crldHdJottnyfal^f^sl.^^' 

• J Imndnd-fdii. Fur he that rcnounccth carihiie Icue and pufl'tflion/ to follow 
Chtift , the more he profiicth in his louc , the more hellial find that wil be dad 
toembiacc him with inward affccflion , and maintayne him with thciroutvwrd 
fubaancc. The hrlldciiec therefore of this hundred-fold in liiisworW istorc 
ccauc ircucninthcfeoucwardthing?. ' 

^ But the inward trcafurcs which God bcftoweth vpon vs are farrc crca- 

tcr and more to be eftecmed j to wit , a fweetnes and fatietie in rut 

/ouics incorDparably better then al carthlie pleafurc. S, N,nmecotKmcd 

rjght of It , atui riyth. that ti)e promifc of our Sauiour is to be wufcrrtood in 

• tli/s rcnrc , tliat he that furf.kcth cainal tilings fcr our Sauiour fl.al le- 

Wmun\ 7?'" '*'''"7^ * '"''V'^-'' ' ^^' '•'*' '^°"'* °^ them, aie in crm^^arifcn of car(hlic 

,,;j,„. ^ lh.nj,s, asa hundred for one. And what ll.al we need toOand allracfng manic 

iur.ulnd .-"ah niiic-5? If j£ be pJeafuic which we fcckc in thcfe carthlie things \vc fee 

jn.K. where it is to be had farrc nn re abundant end more folid. For ihi$ i$ the 

bmc, ..on tenure «1 tic promifc of onr Sauiour : looke how much contencmcnt i 

» '• man rcccaucd m his patents , and brethren, and kinsfolk , and acquaintance, 

or 1(1 the picafantncs or fruitfulncs of his lands and territories , or in the 

vfe and poncflionof v.hatf'cuer other thing he was maiftcr of in iht world, 

he Ihal haucthcfeli Amc contentment in Religion, a hundred-fold more added 

vntoit. 

4. S Gregorie in one of iiis M nnilles dcliucreth this which we arc fayinj, 
and addcih nioreouer than this Hundred-fold confiftcth in a kind of habiiujl 
joy a-.I contentment of mind. f;iuing a man as much and much more faiis- 
f.^tion .n pMciiic. thcnt.'icrichcll mcnofthc world c^nfindinalthcii wealth 
a:..1 .-Mi:ua..cc. Us words are thcfe : Holic men do not forfake carthlie 
thM4? , to f .c end they n»ay haue the fclf fame in this world multipKcd; for 
wholocucr doth foifakc eatih out of an carthlie intent , doth not f.ri'akc 
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firth , but defire ir. Neither Is it to be vnderftood , that he that forfaketh « 
one wife, ftal leceaue a hundred j but in the name oFa Hundred-fold wc vn- •• 
dcrftand Petfcftion , becaufc whofoeucr defpifcth carthlie and temporal things » 
for God , rcceaueth hecr fo much perfection in his foule, that he dcfireth not » 
the things v\ Inch before he fct at naught , and in the world to come he » 
irriucih to the j,loiie of life cucrlalling. He rcceaueth therefore a hundred » 
times oucr that which once he gaue , becaufc he rcceaueth the fpirit of., 
pfffeftion, which makcth that he wantcth not earihiie thing; , though he » 
Luc ihcm not ,for he is jiropciiy a pcorc man , that w.inteth that which he He that 
hath nor. He that, when he liaih not a thing , doth not dc/ite it , is richidcHicth 
forpoiicrtic conlHkih in il:t penuiioufnesof'one's mind, not in theonaniitie !'<^''""f'» 
ofihai which lie ptiirellcih ; ami he is not poorc , that is not cncumbred "" ""! 
with poucnie. id/sun hath the like faying , and di/couiftth of the fweetnes ''°""" 
of this Hundred-fold in this manner : Certainly a man ihal reccauc a hundred [f,'J'^^' ' 
limes more fweetnes by contayning himftif from marriage , then people haue v'nw/* 
in the ad of marriage. And for the contentment which ihcy haue in the" 
poll'cffion of one houfc , or one pccce of land, he fiial haue a hundred times *• 
more ioy of the riches which he Hial poflcfle by being the fonneof God byadop- Incom- 
lion.by vcrtuewherof heentreth vpon al that which belongcth to his eternal P-"-^'"'/ 
richer and poflclFcth it as his ownc.and in imitation of that true Sonne fayth with r""*^*^ 
Ike louc and vertue; ^l which my l4iht»h4d) ,ismints and cnioycth it without s.'.Ttual'" 
raynfulcarc.ordilhaaiue follicitude, quiet and fecurc, as it were his ownc in- thin-s.' 
bitance .thcfe wordsof the ApoiHe founding ^^y\y in his cares : .Al rhwpsare htmio if. 
ytrs,-whefhtr ilh Wofld,6r tfrn^sprtjcf^t, tr thing,* to tome i and that ol Kinc Salfmotr " 
(If 4 latihjulwjnthi whole world ts h.swulih. Thou haO therefore the reward of a '.^cr.j.is. 
Hundred-fold layd downc before ihce in the grcatnes of themcrit , and in the in- " 
(omparabk difference of the worth and qualitic. For as if for a cei tain weight of " 
fcraflc, oriion, or other groflcr mettal.a man fliouldremrnethe like wciifht in " 
fold Jic might \x el be fayd to haue icndred more then a hundred-fold • So when ** 
lor ihe contempt of carthlie louc and pJcafurc a man is rewarded with fwiritual " 
ioy.andihcpleafureofmoftexcelknt chaiitie , though the number were alike " 
utitisahundied limes greater and better. This was iafi,An'i opinion in this bu- 
lincs. ^. 

5. And .9. ^«^«/7/« dcth not only approuc cf it , but fticketh not to fay s ^ugHflitt 
'unhcr , that the pleafurc of Religious people is more then a hundred times f'f^^lf 
« gfcai ; and that the number of a hundred , being the perfc<5tcft of al other ^' 
cumbers comprehcn<leth al that can be had or wiflicd ;,and that the faying of 
tic Apoftlc is verifycd in ihcm : jti h.uttn? nothing, 4f,d p^jjf^w^ al thmj^t. And 
t'lc-vvl.crc he re; catcih the fame } and addeth m'orcoucr , thaVfiich as were **^"'' ^^^^ 
poorc in the world , and had little <>r nothing to Icaue, ihal not U excluded 
"om this happincs , but al (hal be partakers of fi ample and fo abundant a' 
^reward of pleafurc , which .nakcih the ioy ofrht hundred-fold incompa- 
"oly greater. And to this tfl'cd he conftructh thofe words of the Plalrne: 
^ i'f i'p4r> W({ ihal mal{'. thtir tie4(h ; vndcrftanding by (pdtvavtt , wi.ith <'.f>^j'^«/i> 
'Jt Imlc birds , the poorc and hitle ones , ihat> hearing the words of*" '/''«^i' 
^ Chofpcl ( 09 f(l Al t;.ui ihou .1)4 ^ Mfid cmc joiLw tnt ) embracing *' 
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It witii ai ciieir hart, rcfoluc ncitlicr to maicic , nor to trouble thcmfl^ 

nitli care of children , nor to lyc thcinfclucs to anic certain dwclllnp T* 

t» Hue in common. What therefore ( (ayth i . jlMgufiin ) hauc thcCeCput* "' 

forfakcn ? what great matter haue they forfakcn ? One of them turncs i#G*T 

he Icaucsliis father's poorecotcigc, perhaps fcarcc a bed in it, or a cheft I ' 

not ciovvcoucr him ; let vs not lay : Thou haft left nothing. He thathithf ^* 

Taken a great dcilc, let him notbc prowdc of it. Wc kno\^'that Tettr whcnT 

hrit followed our Sauiour , was a Hiherman ; what could he forfake ? or h' 

, brotiicr .^w^mv , or the Tonnes if 7,ihtJte , Itbn and Umes ? fov ihcy «..,. 

; alfo li/hcrmcn; and yet what did they fay ? Rehold we haue left al indf 1 

, knxcd thee. Our Sauiour did not anfwcr him : Haft thou foreotte*! thy po! 

ucrtic i what haft thou left. that the whole world ihould be turned-oucr vnto 

. thee ? I le forfookc a great dcalc, my Brethren , he forTooke very much. He for. 

fookc not only al that lie had , but al that he deHrcd to haue. What manij 

. there Co poorc,tliatdoih not Twcl wit^i the hopes of this world > who i? theic 

. that doih not dayly couct to cncreaTc that which he hath ? This couctous mind 

is that which they cut off. It was once ayming at an immcnfitic of wealth ;clicy 

conhncJ it, and iiial weTaythey left nothin;^ ? No certainly ; Vtttr forfookc 

ti.c whole world , and the whole world was turned-ouer vnto him , 21 

liaufng nothing , and panclfing al things. Manic doc the like •, they that hauc 

little , doc this , and bcci-me fruitful Tparrowcs. Al this is of S, ^u^njlin, So 

that wc may iuflly conclude, that K>cligious people hauc a promifc, not only 

< (a hundred times as manic goods, and a hundred limes as much plcafuicand 

haj pines by ihcft goods cuen in this life, butvndcr the title of a hqndrcd-fold, 

tl.cy hauc aj roniifc of the whole wcrld. 

6. \\ hlcn is a raic and excellent tiling ; and yet there is an other degree 
ortiiishutuiicJ-fold, and indeed the liighdl that can be thought on , comprc- 

. Iicnding n 't only tlic world , and al that is in it , but God , the Aiithcurtf 

ilic Wi rid. So 5. yAmhifx vndciftandcth this hundtcd-fold to he God him- 

fclf-, bccaufc he that forfakcihal, btginnes to pollellc God. //((fayth J.^w- 

/ life ) IS ihe pitfeH riW^rd of ytnue , not lounteti \nto vs one b^ ont u Mn bundu^f 

^ Lm m lie -value of perfff^ venue ; and giucth an example in the Tribe cf Um. 

1 or by commanlimentofGod hinjfclf, there being no portion tf land fct-oui 

for them among the reft of thcTiibes, God promiTed, that he would be thcii 

fait and poliwllion, and often renewed the like promiTc vnto them, VVhcrupon 

. i. ^/w6>o/f fpeaking of this their honourable and delightful inhtritance, fayth 

' in this manner : He that hath God for his portion , is maifter of al tliat 

• is in Nature. Inftced of land, it is enough that he enio\cth himfclf-, that isa 

' goodrcucnew vnto him, which cannot perilh. In fteedof Teueral dvveJlingi.itis 

lullicfcot , that himfclf h the habitation and temple of God , then whom 

> 'nothing i$ more pretious.ipurvvhar'is more prciious then God? This is aponion 

to w hicikcarthlic portions cannot becon^paied. Whati< mrirc noble then a Hci* 

ucn,icgi:c!l. \Vr,at is morehappic then a Dfuine pontflion? 

7. Ihi;. and nuicii m. re fayih 5. .Ambr'>fr of this Hundred-fold, and parti- 
cularly that they that haucTrfakenAl, arc farre more rich, then al the wcaltliic 
nicnotihc u<!rid , bccaufc tliotjgli tiitii' lindi and dominions extend ncucrfo 
Jauc.yciilic haucthtii boun Is , and pay nu.te outof theni , then thenrutito^ 
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thenicomcsio:but, Tayth 5". jlmbtofe^ he that bdth nprhwg , dndftriteth Ottlo/j^^ „ 
Uiblmtnhentdtice Mat the tdtth, where Unddolbnot confine b m ^hoy the fedbmmlhiw. „ 
Which being To, how can the wealth of anic King , orihc eatthlie riches , and .. 
commodities, and plcafurcs of anic man liuing, be comparable to thciichcs and .. 
pleaTurc«ofa Religious life? 

8. Wc might bring manic examples to this purpofcbut that which hapncd to 
[Arnulplm a Ciftcrcian Monk , fiial Tupply for al,whoTe wonderful conurrHon is '^ 
recorded in the hiftoric of that Order. He being nobly borne,;md a wcalthie man 
in the world, bred vp in al manner of dainties, touched in a Sermon of 5\ neivdrd^ 
became a Monk m the Monaftctic oiCUiU-yMulx, And in that poore and auftcic 
kind of life, among other infirmities being once grieuoully tormented with tl c 
cholick.hclayforagoodwhilctogeatherinaTwoundand fpecchlcsjand at lalk 
coming to himfelf, he cryed out alowde: ^Ist true, "wh.ch thou baft fAyJ^ W«,// 
Ir s Y , and repeated it very often. They that were about him, much am '/c<', 
asked him how he felt himfelf; but he gauc them no other anfwcr but as bcf k: 
MiitUif^-w'Hh thou haft JMjdy Lcrd If. s v. And Tome of them whifpciing to 
tl.cmfclues , and faying that they feared he was diftradlcd with his pr.inc , and 
TpakciJely , he fpnkc thus vnto ihcm : That which I Taid, I Tayd in my perfect ,» 
ftnfts; for our Lord in the Ghofpel hath promiTed, that if a man renounce the „ 
wealthof this world, and al conucifaiion wiihhis kindred, fcr his loue, hcllial ., 
rcceaucahundrcd-foldin this life. And this I find now by experience. For this „ 
vciy exccffiucfliarptoimcnt is To Tweet vnto mc for the hope ( f the mercies of ,, 
God which I fcclc in it , that I would not haue been without this pricf , not only „ 
for al the world whichl lcft,\)utnot,ifit hadbecn ahuiidrcd tifiicsas much mt)jc. „ 
Andif I, thatam auickedfinner, fcclc that il.cTc pa)nes arc a hundred times ,< 
Tweeter vnto me, then altny ancient worldlle happines , vJiat isthat which good „ 
and Terucnt Religious people haue in their Tpiritual ioycs and comforts? For it is ^, 
nioft certain that anic Tpiritual ioy ,thoui.h it be but in hope, isa hundred thou- ., 
fand limes grcatcr,thcn whatToeucr Tccular ioy adually pollcllcil. ThcTc w t re tfie 
words of this holic man : and when he Tpakc them , al that heard him.u ere much 
aftoniliicd.Tptcially to heare a man , that had no learning , conceauc and vttci 
Tuchihings To pci tincnily , and thereby they were the more allured , that what lie 
Tayd, came indeed Trom the Hoiic-G hoft, that dv\ cli in his harr. 

A comfar'tfon of Religion ivifh T^aradife. 

C II A^^. XlIIi: 

Wil conclude this difcourfeof the plcafanfcs of a Religious life 

with .1 conceit of S". jiniomu\^ who'vasbo»h -^ very Icariud man, 

and a great Saint. He therefore in one of ijisTrta:iTcs, where he 

' difcourTcth .ular^cofihis ftarc of lifcout of ,ht principles of l)i»ii- 

nitic, among other commcndati >ns which he giuc«.it,Tjytii , it i? 

'ikcihcicrrcftrialParadifc.aplacc of ioy.and plcjfure,and dc'i;;ht, planted hy 

''>e hand of God the crcaicfi and powafulldt Artificer ih.^.r ca . br, and fuilcft 
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knowledge j& planted ro the end ihit man Ihould Icadc a moft blijfulljfeinii.n^? 
li;ion ycaldcth nothing to paradifc, for as much as concerneth ihcdigniiic of the 
Auihour of it :for fo great a tiling as Religion is,could not haue been inucnted but 
by GoJ, nor confrrued tothisday by anic other power or vvifdomc. This fohojje 
& %\ holcfomc kind of hfe is his guift.hc put it into the thouijhis of men ; He is 
the auiliour of tliis counfcl and praftifc of makini;Vowes, and inftillcsint* 
ciicrie man's mind the dcfirc of vndettaking fucha kind ofcourfei he glues per- 
ftucrancc and vicioric in temptations j he orders the rules and feueiaJ conftj 
tutioniandal thin j;s belonging to this Sate; andconfcqncntly it cannot be but 
tlut the win'Ic workc proceeding from a fountain of fo great wifdome and 
goodncj, mult needs bccuerie way perfect and compleatc, and flow with ful 
Itteaincs oi Jiappines. 

2.. In that firll girden and orchard of pleafute, 6od planted al kind oftrecs,' 
fayie to bchold,and pleafant to taft of, that no kind of delight might be wanting 
in it. Hccrwe haue plcntic of fpiriiual fruits, much more delightful to the cyc! 
and palate of our mind i to wit, the fccuritie of a fincctc and vprii;ht Con- 
fcicncc, li^ht of Vndcrftandingtodifcoucrthingsof an other world, ihcfolacej 
of Pri) crand Conrcmp!ation,3nd manic other things which we haue mentioned 
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; cxcclnue contentment both by tl)e varieiic &c dignitic , w liich is 
in them, 

; . Hcer wantctli not the Tree of /J/»', u hich S. Anto^i'me wil haue to be tlic Crm 
0' GnLin 1 c.'ard: hat tiicStatcitfelfis not grounded in JVTafwif but inC»4ff,&con- 
tcyneth vvitliin itfcUinanie c.ifie and obuious wayes both to|:rodtice and cncteafc 
dayly the felf-famc Gr,uc. And ns in Varadtfi the ayre was alvvayesofan cuen tciu» 
per, neucr excefliuc hot , nor cxcefflue cold , there was ncitlci hunger nor ihiift, 
nor a^uiih diftcmper , noranie other thing that could be diftaflful for the bodic: 
So in Kcli^ion we find peace and tranqnillitieof mind,freefrom al turbulent mo- 
tions anddiftcmpcrs, andaconft.mtkindofdifp. fition and euenncs of our in- 
waid c.iri iagc, which if it were picafing to the bodic, much more to the iwind. As 
t rihefourc /^'wo^tliat flowed outofVaradtfr, ^.^>'rf;oyif tellcsvs,ihatth(yligni- 
. Ck fouvc Vcrtucs>w herewith while our hait is watered, the heaic ofal cariulde- 
iiicsisalaycd. 

4. Let vs fee how thata{;iecth to Religion which GodraydofMan://jf«if^Mrf 
■ fir /»«// 10 be dlonrjer vs tn.- /^r him a ht!f> i^rto hnnjetf. W hnt doth this fmnify but the 

hclpvviiichcuciic one findcs in the companic of his Brethren for the benefit of 
lii\ rv.vj.e r)ule,aiul for tiie mnic profitable afliftancc of his NcighbourJCertainly 
I' i . rr t ;.;o()d r*)r a mjn,that defiieiS vcrtuc,t()be alone;raihcr it isdanc:eroujand 
i.urilnljbothbccaiircMtismoreeafiefortb-piucItofupplant him,andiiinirciris 
11 )rca|ittobcvvciritdwiihthelabonri>v^.vertuouscourreoflife;&: amancan- 
n :lMit wintfomctitncs good counfcl, and good example. Great thcrcftacistlie 
I^cip which Coriucrfation w itJi our Bretiuen dotli yeald vs.and is moic like out- 
A'M'5,chcn the help whiclnva'jmat'c for.// f/uv/jbtcaufc that was only like inni* 
tn.c, I;cci the Scxc is the fame, and our habit, and orders and al things els are 

5. Ifw? lo Ice alfo into the inward difpofiiiou of mind, in which our fiift- 
F t !,f J u MS at il.c tinK of his ci cation , wc ihal tind no fmal refemblance of ii in 
UcL»^K.n.v.;c.7iC/;rj,;..|?,;;;fairtoinfingofihchappincsofMonks,andcon)p9r'"^^ 

liieiii 
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themwith^^/^wwhilchcliucdinParadife, cxpicdeth it in thclc wtrds; V\ 7 Hv- in. 
ftouUthefc be in worft cafe then he, when before hisdifobediencehcwas bu/icd wa.i j.r 
inworking in Paradifc? He was troubled with no woTldlic care , no more aic t»"^^">'> "^ 
chcfc, Hcconucrfcd with God with an vprightconfciencc , and fodoc thefe , and "'''^'' ' ^'^ 
ibtttuch the m:^re freely , by how much they haue greater grace bcftowcd vpon [-.J,,'" *^^ 
ihcm by the guilt of the Holie-Ghoft. ''""*' 

^.Finally 5.Brr/i4r<idircourfing of thcdclights of thijl*rfr4«/;/f,flieweth with- s. ihn 
il the way and meanes which wc muft take to comcvnto it; and it is reafon wc ^'"yl^fi- 
Ihould learnc of him.Do not think.fiiyth he,that this Paradifc of inward plcafurc ''*"" '" *' 
isanie corporal place. Wemuftnotwalk witKourfecte into this garden , but ^* '!'"" ^ ] 
with our alfedions. It is not commended for ftorc of earthlic trees, but for the r/,!!,"!!. 
pleafant and comelie plants of fpiritual vcrtues. It is a Ostden c/cUfcd, w hciea ,^ 
icaled fountainc is deriued into fourc branchcs.and one vcy ne of wifJomc fpreads „ 
jtrdfinro fourcfcueral venues. There beautiful lillicsfpringfoithi and when the ,. 
flowers appearc, the voice of thcTur.le-doue is heard. There the Spikenard yeal- „ 
(Icth the Si'oufe a mnft fragrant fmel,and al other fpiccs abound, while the South- ., 
ninJbh)vvcth &thcNoith-windisl]iutout.Inthcmidflis theTieeof Life, the ,. 
Apple-tree mentioned in the Canticles, more prcltious then al the trees rf the ,. 
v.ooJs;t.'-.clijadeuhciofcookih ihcSpoiifc and the fruit is fweet in her throat. ^ 
Tl'.crc the brightnes ofContinencie, and tic k nowledge of finccre truth eidight- ., 
nctliiheeycsof ourhart,&thc melodious v(,ice of the inwaidCofrtergiueth ioy ^ 
imigladnes to our hearing. Tlicrc the pleafant Sentofa fruitful field which God „ 
bath bleflcdjdoth as it were beatc into the jiolheis of our H pe. There we haue a « 
uftofthcinconipavabIcdayntiesofGharJtic,andcate greedily oFthem; and the „ 
ihorncs and brambles wherewith it was pricked before , being now cut dt xvnc, l 
indourfoulcannoyntcdvviththeoylcof Mercic.ii rcpofcih^happily in a good ,^ 
Confcicncc. And althefc things are not reckoned anivnig the rew aids of the life ^ 
locotne, but arc part of our hire in this temporal warfare , and bcl .ng not to the ^ 
future.butrathci to the promifcofthcCiiurch which now is.ForihisisthcHun- * 
acd-fold which euen in this world is bcAowed vpon thofc that contcmncihc 
world.Thefc are the words of 5". Bfi'w^r^jthcbarcrcheatfal wherofwhomlluajld 
i: not in reafon mouc to labour for fo great bleffings , and to rcfoluefor euerto " 
liucvvheretheieisruchpleniieofhappines? 

7. And yet we haue no great caufc to wonder, that Religion fliould be fo like 
tlieterrcflrial'J'di'«i<//fr,feingitisliketo //ejwfwitfelf, whiihis in farre.;rcatcr ho- n.,,;,- 
nur. For indeed ifwelookeu el into the na:ureofaReliiiouslifc, ii isaiiuclic h- a i-m 
piitcrncofthathappie and bliflcful habitation , andrefemblcth it in al poimsas -V^^ t'l 
occr as polTibly the lining in this world can come neerc vnto it. And bccaufe I wil 
nothaueaniemanthinkthatlfpeakethisofniyo.vnchrad,V./,4wrfcf //</?//>/4/. f})al ** I «»" •'«;•. 
fpcakc for me, who hath a long & eloquent difcoiu fc to tliis purpofc in the bookc '** f"' 
\vhichhc wrotcofMonafticalperfeftioniand among other thin.;shcfayihthu5 ^"'•'*"*' 
in c.vprellJ: words : In al human /l;/«^i,4f></«« ihn f)ili>^rim4gt oj eM>;, t'>efenno (hch 
^'»tlie I'lUure of tur htdtitnlie Connfrey^as is Mondflicul cotiuetfsiioi) t4i!aConfre^atioH 
<^'di(4tt(l to the fttttice 9f C»d. And then confirtueth thi:, his I e^r with manic j nifll<i^ 
^'Mtk cuideot pro.>fe$i which whofocuer wil, may readc i;^ hnn And v.Bj/Ji (,„// /^liu 
vasdiiccily of the fame opinion, for hauingmadea long difc ti fci f ihc excel- « •*• 
-'.cic of a Reli;;ioU9 life , in the end he concludes, chat vp )!» farth theie is 
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not anic thing fo great ot fo bcauiiful,as to dcfauc to be compared with it , ^ 
thaiihcicrorcwcmullfcckctohcaucntohaucahkcncs ot It, bccaufcasinhca, 
ucn al chines arc inconupiiblc . fo alfo among RclJgious people-, and as the 
C:ittizcnsofhcaucnl.)Ucintirclycogcathcr,foa()cRchgious people. 

S. TIjc fiiil rcafon thcicforc of fimilitudc between Hcauen and Rcli-ion ,ifwe 
follow S, n4\ U /.;to/r«/^</crt ,ibitis, Challitic,bcc.\ufc as iiiheaucn./lf^ ntuht^ 
vuint, nor.ucv»^eo in ,turri4ie, according to the faying of our Saubur , foncithtt 
ill Rcll ion. The fccond rcafon is C/>4r»fif,and that pcrfcdlouc and vnion,\vhic(i 
i J betwixt rhofc liappic Saints of hcaiicn, grounded not in nature, or anic natural 
iudina ion or motiuc.but in God alone, and hi^onlic louc. And whatisihctc 
vnon earth tiut doth more perfcdly rcfcmbic this louctlicn Rcli-ion ? where 
people do fo Dbfolutcly concuircin the fclf-famc innid and opinions,and haucal 
nia nncr of tliit^gsfo common among them, andlouc fo entirely cogeathcr , thu 
(asl hauc often fay d, & mulloftcn rcpcaieit)ihcy fccmc not to be manic foul«, 
but one fulc in manic bodies, knit and vnitcd togeathcr,not for natural reafoni 
or human rcfpcdts and ends, as marchants.foldicrs, and the like, buimcmly 
vpou Charicic,mccrclyfoc tlicloucof God. This Charitic, as the Apoftlcfpca. 
kctli , txtitr /:«>/i»-,llul lafb with vs in heauen,and be the fclf-famc therc,whichi$ 
hrcr vponcartli; and confcqucntly while we arc on earth , it liucly rcprcfenieih 
''^y tl»c lUtc which wc flul inioy in hcauen. S, hhn Chryftftom fpcaking in commcn. 
'" d:tionufRcligiouspcople,doth not (lick to fay, that they hauc made choycc of 
• ahcaucniic kind of life , and 4re notmrfe diy^td thtmhe ^n^fls {for fo arc hit 
words ) becaufc a<: In the An;;cls there is nodiftemper, neither do foinc grieue 
u hilc others rcioyce,but are al of them ioyful with one -ind the fclf-famc gladoei 
and quiet , fo it hapncth for al the world in Monartcries. And S, B^fd dcliucring 
his njind yet more pl3inly,comparcih the life, which Religious people Icadc in 
cmimon, with the life of the Angcls,and giucth this rcafon tor it,bccaufcalcnioy 
tiic fclf-famc fpiricnal riches a.id ucafurcs •, which,becaufcthey arc fpiritual,may 
V. ith .ut diminution be equally poUclCcd by al, and thcrcfoic, fayih he, Religion 
i^ a liudic icj^rcfentation of heaucn, and giucth vs a taft in tnisiifcoiiiichappi- 
nc? which is to tome. 

9. What dial wc fay of the fiinilitu>'?c which Religion hath with that pcilcCt 
lilliicLtiop, in wiiich al that aio m l-cauen hue vnder God , al tleir wih bcms' 
wholy and moft admii ably abn^rpt in his wil, and holding it for the onlicrulc ot 

ai their aai^nsand motions? For in like manner Religion cuttcihoft androotcth 
ciu bv the vow of Obedience al wil of our ownc-, and by vcitucof ihatvow , "»c 
\N 11 of God, by the miniftcric of tnat^,fwaycth and ruleth in al things. 

10. Poncrticalfo iiathahand in this rcfcmblancci.for as they that arc in hca- 
uen take no thought for gold nor filuer , but mind only the fpiritual trcalurcJ 
which they cnioy :fo Religious people fliakc iffal carthlic things, and jjlonc 
nv)ftoral,iiiattheyarc mairtcts t;f nothing, . 

II Nt nonce in that hcaucniic Palace al hauc one kind of employment, and 
o;.c b'hi.uM;, to wit,to k)ue God,and continually to prayfc him. This is that whicli 

Rcli.;iv)u. pcoolc alfo aymc at , and labour for; to this end they forfakctne 
vvr! ^^14•K^f/':7/■ff //;4/G^c//j /v.Yfr;tothis they wholy apply themfelucs,atidtuj 

i> ;!ic re i!on,ns S.Dcnyi writcih.u Iiy from the beginning they wcrecallcd /W/. 
t ) iIk cr^iiiicii name ,dcriucd fiomvnitic, might lignific the vniticoftlicSoiK 
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"^od whicii ivcli .ijus difci,.linc workcth in vs. Wherefore , as S, jlngufim g ^«^. ;, 
(1 thai'thc) that arc in licauen are ble(Icd,bccaufc they doc nothing but pra> fc rf, , 48. 
r!Id t'hcy J' c not rlouji, nor fowe the ground, norgotomil, bccaulc they arc » 
rork$of^ctf/?"",a»J'hcreis no«ftf/y/»f jnorthey donotrobbc nor ilealc , not » 
ommitadHlrcric, becaufc liiey be works of /«/^»ifir , and there is no a;/^«/m: 
Sowcinay (iy of Religion. For full , IniqHivt hath no place m Religion 5 and 
jjfor.Vuf/yM/f,iiis for themoapattlhutout by abandoning al JcluCi f carthlic 
,j,inas i an J for ihe reft which rcm3yne:h,it is dirccUd wholy to t he j'.loric . f God, 
.hi^ofitfc.fistoprayfc God. and confcquentl> they tieuer ccafe|r.yfi.g him. ^ .^ 

For as thefamcy..^/</^*dehueicth, Thou prayftdGod when thou 'ocfi about py;,^^^ 
bufincsithouprayfcftGod when ihoucatcft.and when thou dnnkcrt.thou pray- 
l(ftGod,whcnthoudoIUcainthybcd,andwhcnthouflcc,clL iior.cnlic 

1 :. Finally it is no fnial rcfcmblancc of a hcauenhc life , ihai a Religious ioulc ^^,^^,^,^^ 
imitatcththcconucrfationcfihofetliatarcin hcauen , as S Brtnaul difcourfeth ation. 
inaccrtain place , as when it worlhippeih andaduieih God alone, as thcAn:;e s; ^, g,,„^,^ 
iiischall, as the Angels , and that iuHwihof finnc.andthisfrayle bot he , as the fnm.j. m 
An eh arc not i finally when itfcekethand mindcth the things whicii arcwith Om. 
ihcm,andnotthatwhichisvponcarih.Aiidthcfamc9.«m;Wnotwithoutgrcat •' 
icafon applying thofc words of the ^//>of.i/;^i to our Sauiour ( I /"-iv ./;< hoUtCtu^ a-J 
\Ut,u(4im,mv, flt(an(linz,ftom huucn ) fayth, that when he came downc from ^^,, „.». 
hcauen to teach vs vpon earth t he conucrfation w hit li is m hcauen , he brought iti 
himfclfapcrrc<flpattcrpcand vifiblc pourtraidlurcof that hcauenhc Hicru(alemi $ \\nn*ii. 
& giucth the rcalbn.why he fayth fo,inthcfc words t ThcHeauenlicMan didnot ibid. 
ippcarc in vai nc, fcing ofcaithlic people he made fo manic hcaucniic ones like " 
himfclf. Becaufc from that time wc liuc heer on earth after the manner of them - 
iHat arc in hcauen i while to the likcncs of that hcaucniic and blisful Creature, " 
this alfo wiiich came from the vtmoll bounds of the earth to hearc the wifdomt " 
of i4/o»J9ff,cleaueth to her hcaucniic hufband with chad louc. 

ijTIiclaarefemblanccwhich Religion hath with Hcauen.is in /oy4wr//f//f//rf. Ifcaucnhc 
Foiihout'Jitheremunofhcctmnc be great diffcrcnccin ihequamitie & exccllc ['^>j^;,,'"" 
tfth;sivn'>caufcinlKauenwcn)alfccGj</r»«frto(4a,andhceruv/>f/u«6;-?./4/J* KJ.piot.. 
m4 iL,t^ ',0,1; Ytt the ioy l.ccr is not only very great, but of the fclf-famc natutc ^ ^.^^ ^ , 
with ihat v\ hicli isin hcauen ; for they both proccod from one tountainc.and hauc , ,. 
the ri^'if-fimc (.bicds , to wit , not fl<. \u and bloud,or anic thing created , but G' d 
oiily.uh oisinfinit, andthcSoucraigncGoodofal. 

14 And hrcr wcmi'^ht fpinncouta long difcourfc concerning the abundance, 
and muliiplicitic,and nirurednes,and folidiiic, and ncrpetult.--, of tiic loyes which 
aicinRcligion but that wchauefp ken fufficicntly of them in ahhat which gcci „^j. .^^ 
bcfore.Yct vpon that whit h hath bien hitherto fayd, we may iudly conclude,that ^^^^;,'^ 
Ho Siatc can be fuller of al kind of happincs then a Religious life; fpcc lally fcmg it j^.^i i„ 
fo lit.clyrcftmbltththeio>es&lirofhcaiien,thatwc may truly lav, wcarccon.tljci^atcv 
tinualiy tailing of them, yea plentifully feeding vpon theeKCcfnuefelicui.s which oMi^^^^^^^ 

.hcic wclhaienioy,& fitly apply to this piirpofe that vcifc of the Royal Prophet: ^^ 
lUficoMt l.fj, 4lyi, fcru4nn of .h, Lc,c/,w'"^O^nJtn th Uuft «[ cu, Uftlm iUnutUof 
ilthcuf(nf,.uUml. Where inuitin-ilieftruams of God toihe prayfcsof mm he 
difting.iillicththeirtimotworanks:.SomchcplaccthinihchoulcotGod,,,:lxro 
inUic outward comts. ThefKftaic tbcy,ihat dwelin IJcaucn.w hich is the rr^ -cr 
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oufc of God ; Religious people are the iccond.thar Hand asIirTT 
t-yard of the hcaucnlic Palace. They arc not yet in the houfc u ^ ^^* 
ooreto it, and ina manner in the porch or cmricj where ilicy haucl '"^ 
ommodities : Fiift,thatvnlefleihcy vvil needs glue back, thcy may both^^'f^^^^ 
uickly get into the houfc, when tlicir turn comes j andfccondJv bnr.?! • ^5^ 
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quickly get into the houfc, when their turn colnesj and7ccoVdj7 bTdl?''"^? 
nccr vpon that Hcauenlic habitation, thcy cannot choc.fc but hauc part ve ^"^ 
oftl^cmanie commodities anddayntic; , u hich that houfc afTotdcth asf ^°*^^" 
crummcs falling from a tabic richly furniflicd. * *on»anic 

An ^njmrtocmamObicfiwns,,vhich arey^omtobcmadeazmfl 
^€ligfon',^^;dfir/L'Tkufiwe»ioythefiComfom. 
C H A P. X V. 
F tl^c WoiJd could fpeakc for itrclf,or had Couofcl that ufr. 
notbhudand dcafc with too much louc ofthcWorld ImaJccn 
doubt but It would yealJ tokcligion al that which I h.ucM n ' 
only of thed.gn.t.enf it, but of the inimcnfitic and abund/nc'co 
/'''^7y"«"J.<^'foits.whicharcinit.FoiitucrcnotonIyim^^^^^ 
cnc.c.butrcarccthccorucuofa,nan,burofabeaft.tovah.eti.ep^^^^^^^^^^ 
bod.c and the .tchmg dchghr.which growcs from thcfc bafc infc.iour it 
abouctri,eand(ul,dccontcntmcn:oF.nindgroundcdi„G.d,whoistheonI r^^^^^ 
Kood and chc good ofalgoodncs; this contentment and delight of mind b 
that fauotmc AUnn, wh.ch the goodncs of God rayncth downc fromhS 
, vponthorcihathclcadesout«f.yf<'^;y;„intothcDcrcrf c ironiiicauc« 

an 1 a tc, wards, there want not thcm,that ftand in our way and oppofc vs , ni. 

i.ah thcwUor c,;indbr:al cthc.r wcaponsinpcccc^whidahey a mcafiain/lvs. 
And firll we vyl g. c m iund with that obieaion which I. vfunl: kt alcW 

o.d/atca.ncvntothen.bythcfi,cci.lfauourofAlmi^hticGod,&bylongfaftinc 
pco dc and bu: ol a mcanc ( ray ne in Vcrtuc.are farre f.om fcdinc; anic fuch kind 

becn(ayJ.nalth,.Trcar.lcc.t!,crofthebcnch^^ 

K hg ous hfc , IS robcvndcrflood of the State itfelf, and not < fparticul.r men. 

>r vvhat ,s it to the pu, pofc.i. ,r.cn be la/ie and carelcHc, and fufter th. n.fclucs to 

y. ' " '■'" ;';'7 ".r^ »'^,^'"'f ^'^'J abundance. & to flaruc for hunqcr ar a ful brara 

Zun l'':VT^''' <^!'/;ious people arc ,vn fairctc fcekc for tW qoodsuluch 
m^'c v';r r I "^''' " \ '^ ''•'"' '''''" ^"'^'^" ""'^'^ to ^li^'> ^'and , it is^heir part to 
r. ir 'r nv ' ' »"*^^ '^: P"^ t''^'" a^ "»t-at to their mouthcs ; if ihcy wil not take 
loiK.c^ayncsasJstequacd to makcvfcofihcm.ihefauh is thcirownc.iftlin be 
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in want,& not the State'sj the State itfelf is fol franghr with excellent cCmodiucs; 
ifthtyremtinccmptic and naked, thcy tnuft Watnc chcmfclues. When Natural 
Philofophers difcourfc of the conftituiion of aman*sbodic,lhcy difcourfc of it as 
itisby naturcjintiic «nd pcrfe^,with hands, & armc$,and Jcgs,and feet, and al the 
reft of the limmci belonging to a pcrfcdl bodic;if anic particular man want a hand, 
cr an cyc.or a fiKit,or anic other part.they take no notice of it , nor make anic rec- 
koning of it , bccaufc their aymc is to teach that,which is natural to the thing thcy 
trcate of: Sotrctting of Religion, weflievy what profit & plcafurc iheState^is apt 
& vvontnatarally to produce iT.daftbrd ; itthcre be anic particular man, in whom 
iiworkcthootthis wonted cffcdt,thc fault is in the man,nor in the State. Aud yet ^'f*^ ''»at 
Idarcvndertakc,;hat the number of thcfc (loathful and laz'c people is farrcledc ^^^^ "^' 
then the number ofthcm that take comfort in Religion ; bccanfcit is one of the ^^'"^''^^* 
hippincHesawdbcncfilsofa Religious life to rowfe-vp the fpirits of them.that arc 
drow He and negligent 1 to put life intothcm,ihat arcllowanddnl ^ and fet them 
on fircjthat arccold and lumpilh. 

;, But perhaps they that niake this obicflion,intcnd only to fay, that the rapts <t 
trances , and txtafies and miracles , which thcy hcarc of, or rcadc in the liucsof a 
S.»/f«fcmf,orS.D«m;w/r^,or 5. /*j«««c/j,oifome other great Saints of fpeciai note, be 
peculiar to fuch rare men as thcy were , and happen not to al R cligious people. 

ij. And this I willingly grant; neither was itcucrmy meaning to fay oihcrwifc; Mimclcs 
nor if wcconfidet the matter tight, is it anic difparagemcnt to Religion , that al &i:xi.ilic^ 
hauc not thcfc extraordinatie guitts. For as thefcriilnes ofapeccc of ground ap- Ijapi-ciniot 

i)carcs,if it naturally ycald a hundred for onej and if anic particular manrcapc not '° **'• 
bmuch/hc goodncs ofthc foylcis notthecaufeofit,butthenci',ligcnceorwant 
of skil of him that ploughcs it, or lilies it not as ir ought to be tilled : The fame of 
Religion ;ofiifclfit is a fat foylc , and the goodncs of itappcaies chiefly , and to 
tlicadniiration(d*alihcworld,infucheminentSaiutsasihey are,w horn we men- 
tioned i if vvc doc not find the like profit by it, wccannotlayanicblame vponRc- 
lijjionjbutthefauItisin vs. And yet this veric con/idcration ought inrcafon to 
animate & encourage vs to be the more diligent, knowing what plentie of fruit we 
wayrcapcofourlabours.and what abundance others hauc reaped. And no doubt 
but though v\c neucrarriuc totaQofihofccxiraordinaricandvnwontcd ioyes & ^ctal may 
pltarincs,whicluhofc admirable Saints did feele.we may notuithlbndnTT find no r^"*^ ^""*^ 
final c(;nif.)rc in Rcligi<,n,and indeed abundantly enough to fil vs. For thou'h we ''"* 
hauc not the markcs of the hue wounds of our Sauiour printed in onrbodie , as 
fomcofthcmluuehad, or be not rapt to the third heaucn.orfnftcr notexce/Tcnf 
mindinpiayer.andthelikci Yet it is ordinaric, and cafie alfo to t.ikc fo much 
plcafurc in reading offpirituai books,in prayer.in contemplation of the Myncries 
of our Faith, and fuch holic Exercifcs » that wc would not exchange the delight 
which wcfind in ihem, for althcdcliglits which arc in the world, though they 
were ten ihoufandtin)C8 more then they are. For thefc Diuinc gTurts& comforts 
ofGod are li!xc the Oylc,w hich was muKiplycd by the Prophet /:/<;^rff#j:theyrunne ^^'^ Jf, 
folong as there are eminicvencIstorcccaucthcm;& though the vrdcls which are 

Iirercntcd.arefomeofthcmbut fmal, and nor fo manic as might be filled, yet fo 
ong asanic arc offered, this hcauenlic oylcdoth notccafc to runnc ; & that which 
iidtriucdby thi5 meanesinio our Ionics, be it ncucifo little, according to the 
proportion and capacitjc of r|ic vcllcl w hich we ptefcate , is notwitftanding won- 
ilcifulfweetandplcafant. LLL i ). VS'c 
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They fliould rathci- reflc(a, how freely .and liberally , and profufcdJy he powr h 
forchihcrcllonusbcncfitsfcrthcfullcnancc of this natural life of ours. He 
kctliihcSunnctorifcdaybyday, andgiuccliraync loihccartUindoe fcifon"? 
funiilhcth the world with p]cnticofci)rnc,and wine , & oyle, andal other fruit* 
notonlyfuflicicntlyto fupply our neceffitics , but abundantly forpleafure and 
jallimcAnJ vpon whom dothhcbchovv thcfc thing$?Vp(:n men that blafphen) 
pisholicnarnci vpunmcnihatarc wicked and vngodllc, or at Icaft for the moll 
part vngratcful J vpon them that rcccauing fo manic incllimabic bcncfiis arliit 
luiidsjihink not once ofhim.andoftimcsabufc his guifts tohisdiflionour andrc, 
preach, Scing ihctcforeGod is (o large and boumiful inthcgoodj which fcrucbut 
for this natural lITc , why ihoukl he not be in like manner liberal and profufc \\\ 
tiic goads which fcrucfor c^urfpiiituai life, a life farre more noble and cxccllcnr 
and for which he vohintaiily dcfcaiJcd from the throne of heaucn, and dyed v\il! 
\'uv^\y Vj^on the Ci'^He to the end vv e niight be partakers of it? We fee whjikjnd 
of ieo,)lc wet c i.i'iitcdTothat fuaij^tu )ii$ Banckct fo royally & magnificently fee 
foidiintheGhjCpcl. Didhccaliherichandncd)lc only, or people clad induh 
of'^old aiidh!uer?G^e/»,/^),raythhc, qunh^^ info the flreat and Una «f ihfCiuti 
& ihfpoore^snilfetble, and iliiul^tfidUmt , bmigirt hither. Who be tlicfcfccblc and 
Miivl.c^ pooicj'coplc (lointcrinct the Parable fjiiritually as we oucht) but fuch 
as aic i.ij^ c» fee , and but Nauices for matter of Ipirit , too wcakc.hglued to fi« 
t'lcir eyes attcntiucly vnonheaucnlic things, and too feebly vndcrlayd to runnt 
the waycs o^<.cli^ious difciplinc.and finally but llcudcrly prouidcd of vcrtuc.and 
pjoic in airpiritu^l graces ? And yet tlurfe are not only not excluded from the 
r.v'ccttjcsofthis banckct, but vnc-pcdcdly inuited,and entreated , and,a$tije 
Gho(pcirpcaketh,c»w;>W/rf//a^^of//j.Lctnonianthi.Tcforefcarc,\vhenhcisc.tllcdt* 
Religion, (haihe dial be kept fading from thv-fc plentiful fruits, wh'ch wc hauc 
ilici)tis>ncd,or forced to labour too long in dig ;in4 for this current of liuing water. 
6. Por a Kcligious life hath manic helps and fuitheranccs towards thcfe com- 
forts. Fiill ic iiath anaduaniagc ouera Secular life , which is of no fmal impor- 
taiice: that in a Secular life cucrie one muft get what he can by his ownclabour& 
indu{lrie,but in Religion,the State itfclfrurnifhcthvs with maniegraccs,andput- 
tcth them, as I may fay, into our bofomc, when wc think notofthcm.Andbc/idts 
the good which wc ducouirducs, we hauc the liclp of the good dcfcrts of our 
Bicthrep \ which partiu'pation how beneficial it is , we hauef'pokcn at large cls- 
whcre. Thcdigniticof the Star c,& the fauour in wl;ich it is w ith God, dothhi Jilf 
aT) cndcercvs vntohim ;andiiiatlier(»ical at^jwhcnwerefi'.ncdourfclucs andal 
that bclonj;cd vnto vs,into the hands of our Crcatour *, for iliis r.tS alone isof moic 
value ik cl>ccinc,& wei^hes more with God, then manie vcrtuous ac^tions of a Sc- 
ciiiai bodic. And finally ihepromifc o(Cbrl(} is of great vveiglit.^ very cr^lidcrablc; 
luiiicliathji mifcdahundicd-foldnotonly toruchasliuclikeanothcrS.^ffr- 
wnM.or V.f/,/4no«, butabfulutcly toal that forfakc al without addition or rcftri- 
6,on,as\vcfcc. VMiithar ument S. /ifr;;4r;/dothhandle excellently wcl,confu- 
tingihisrelliaaiccrrcui&'ihcvaincrcarcs.wl.ichthey obiccl, whofay : Hcdoih 
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ibindccd,! perhaps doc notfo: lam ofa tender complexion,! amtifinner,a: can- ^ 
floigoihrough with To much hardncs without a greatdcale of t;race,andhaueit „ 
ijotinmeto dercrurihiigracc; Asif grace were not grace , but a reward of our „ 
work, as if al had not finned , and flood in need ofdic grace of God. D( ft thou ^, 
think, 6 man, that there is exception of perfons with God ? and thafhe doth not „ 
fo plentifully comfort al thofe that hauc left al? Uc not incredulous ; ycaldat ^^ 
kiIttoTruth,of whofc tcftimonie no faithful man can doubt.Hc/ayih:^*<^r«f. ]] 
fit m thai shal leant failnr if mother or houfe^or land for mynatnt, shalreccaueahnndted' ,> 
/,/i/.Chrift excepteth no man. They therefore arc mifcrablethat fay; Bepders. 
Jifecmcs they think ihcmfelucs ynworthtcof life cucrlalling .feing they do not ,, 
hope for fo much as a hundred-fold. But becaufe God,whopiomifcth it, is tiucj « 
(hcmanisalyarythatmidruftethir.Thusfayth S. Bernard, 

7. But becaufe beginners arc they that arc mod ofalfubicifltothefefcaresin 
regard their mind is yet dul in conceauing fpiritual things, and fcc^jlc in refining «,^ ^, .,,, 
the encounters which may occurtc, and dogd with the dregs of a fccular life, wc niMlt f 1 ^'^ 
willhe\v,thattheyiiaueleaft caufcofaniebodietofeare, becaufe the beginnings o/cciMtoit, 
of a Religious life arc olwayes mod ful of comfort. For if wc bcleeuc, a^wc 
cughc.that t he Diuinc goodncs hath fo much care ouer thofe that are his,ihat he 
cairicth them as it were in his armc$,and in his bofomciwc muft needs ^rant,t hat 
itbclonqctij much more 10 thcfclf-famc fatherlie carcand prouidcncc, to j;iuc 
thisfpirituallnfancic wr/^ /o</M/;A^,a$ thcApoftle fpcaketh.Forif,3s Authour 
of nature,he prouided fo carefully for our bodic , tl.at as long as a child wants ' "*' * 
teeth and fttengih to feed itfelf, it Ihould be fed with milk, which isfo picafinga 
fuftcnancc, and fo cafitfto be had without anic labour of the child •, llial we think 
that in the order of Grace , of which he is in like manner Authour, he hath not 
had the like care of our foulc while it is wcakc and feeble ? For this is that which 
hepromifcth of his owne accord by the Prophet tfay : Tm sh^lLe earned at the '^A>'''- '»• 
Lreaflry andfhty shal w.'l{C much ofytH t/)om their h^tets ; .ti if a rn-A 'er sbudd tnJ-^e much 
tfottjj W / comforiyiu. How could God exprelVe himfcif in more louing or m ore 
tender iearmcs,thcn that,a3 infinit as he is,he difdayncth not to (toope to the ten- 
der aft'cdions, and fcruices.and aflTiduiticof a Nurfc ? Thoitgh in thcfc words he 
doth not only exprctlc his louc towards vs,in that he comparcih himfelfto a Mo- 
ther-, but comparing vs to little infants , he giueih vsmoreoucr to vndeilhnd, 
thatweflialenioy thcfc heauenlic comforts before we be able to defcruc them. 
Tor what did a little infanr,or what can it doe,todcfcrue the loue and good w il of 
a mother, but only that ic is her child, for which there is no tlianks due to the 
child, but to the mother? And if we talk of merit , whatdid the Prodigal Child 
doc, that could defcruc fo much chcrilhing at his father's hands, or fo much as to 
beadmitted to his fight? Rather he had done manie things, by which he (^eferucd '««"■ if. 
lobedeeply punillied-.and yet what ioy wasthcre vpon his returnc?what feading, 
what mufick, what finging? and that which doubtlcs to him was fwecier then al 
'hcred,ivhatfaiheiliccom;>aflrion, whatembracings , whatkiffcs, whattenres, 
^\hat failing vpon his neck/ And , which is the m'-rc admirable , al tljcfe friendlic 
<^fhccs were heaped vpon that fonnc , which had fo vnfricndly dcpai ted from hii 
fu ifi'shoufe, and lauilhcd alihai he hadin riotous and villous courfcs, whcras 
t c other fonnc & elder brQther,that hid neither in word nor deed eucr giucn his 
l^bcrthelcalt didod.had ncucr anic thing giucn hijn,«shimfelfcom|da)ncd. 
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8. Which makes it Co much the more euidcnt.thatic is Co farrcfromtntSrir 

theic Comfurtfi arebcftowcd only vpon the pccfcd . that ofiimcs they arc bS?^ 

wed in farrc p^rcatcr abundance vpon the impcrfc^l , and vpon them th 

newly, as ftiangcrs, into the houfc of God. And ihcrcafon why theinfinUrr' 

**• dome and prouidenccofGod dcalcth tJuis with man , is that which S G 

7. p^ntcihat inthcfc \vot6^.:it is the Dmine grace '^^^^icbfadifjtnftih^liAfiinthtirl^*^'' 

" Mi«/»jchcyliioulJbcdantcfl with iJ»eroui;hncs of temptation : bccaufc ifthe'f" 

" tcrncsoUcinptaiionriiould fcazc vpon them in the bceinnine rhev tv«..u I!' 



■ 1 I n (- 1 I rr- ^?S'"n'ng, they would tk 

cr rcturnc to wnat they li.ul left , the lefle way they had gone from it and 

dcf.ly againc inianglc thcmfclucs in the vices which arc fo necre them WU 



the/;.!. 



^■tt y 



ip:a(ioninouia icazc vpc 
" cafjcc 

*' fuddcfHy aganic miangic incmiciucs ni the vices which arc fo necre them WJier' 
" vjwn i: is writtcn,ih3t when riuwo dinniflcd tlic people ,our Lord did not \^L 
" thcnitby the way of tiic land of the Vhihft,Ans, which was next thcm,forcthinlci^ 
" Icatt It ini^ht repent ihcm.if they had feen wairc rife againft them, and fo rcturnc 
" into ^t^or. Tr.ewarrc therefore in the confines agaiuft them, that come out of 
" ^1^:01 fy IS prcucnted, becaufe they that forfakc the world,fiift mccic wicha kifxl 
"ortranquilliiic,lcalhitublcd in that their tcnderncsandbcginnin^ theyihnuld 
' rcturnc to that out (ffcare, which tliey liad cfcapcd. ^* 

ij. I inally to conclude with one thing m rc,s\ hith may agree as \\c\ tothcjn 
that arc N oui-csinafpiriiualcourfc, astoal others that are imperfc^i Goddoih 
dcalciiiUauoursin a dilTcrem falhion from that which men cfoe vfc. For men 
'•••\^ botii btcuifc their wealth and fubAacc is limited, and l>cing comniunicated with 
' " others tiinft needs grow lcflc,and bccaufe tlicmfclucs fland 'in need atorhcrtimcs 
ol t he help and lauour of others, ncuer ahuoft bcllgw anie thing vpon oihcrsbtK 
.... in regard of fome good office which ihcy hopc-for at their hands , or which Ihey 
hauc already rcceaued. But God ftandingin need of noti.ing,and abounding tviih 
infinit wealth.whit h ncuer can be exhault by giuing , haUi no other motiueof 
be 1 no bountiful towards his creatures , but hisowne louing nature andgoodnef, 
inhnuly inclined to doc good toothers. Thisis that which drawcshimto be lo 
hb{:ral,and fo royal m his guifts. & foopcn-handed towardsal, and nottore.-aid 
foiniKhthcdefertsormcninit.ashisownegoodntsandbountie. Thisisaifothc 
ground ot that other noble and mine admirable proceeding of his, to wit , that 
oftimcs he powreih forth his guifts moie largely vpon ihem that arc not fo per- 
fca.and hauc not profited fomuch in vei tuc,thcn vpon others-,notth.u ihcy hauc 
dclcrucd better, but bccaufe ihcy hauc n):>rc need. For he dealeth withvsasa 
loui;i5;fathcr,u ho though hetcndcrthc.i'.oodofalhischildren,fecniethnoiwith. 
1 anu'ing in a niannerto take no thought for them that arc in health i but if anic J 
thcnjbchck,hcri)ares neither for phylick nor phyfici3ns,northcgreatcfldayt> 
titwhatcanbegottenjOrasahu{bandm3n,orgardencr , thatair.one the trees 
which he hath careof, looketh little after th^fc that are welgrowncj but is con* 
imuallyvvaiering,aiKlfci»ciiig, and vnJerpropninirthofe that arc weak and tcn- 
<lcr. rhcl,kc& farre-rcater loucand caiedoihGod fiiew towards his fetuantj, 
• an.) makc-.h profcOion ofit in thcGh<.rj,cl,w!.cnhcrayth : Ihej tlui art inhtM, 
ti(Ci(cncf4?>jf,(,Mn,0unhtjiUtM,eilMuafr. 



An anfver to them tlutfty: Tkn Ic mafik hard 
things in Religion, 

CHAP. XVI. 

OT only SenftiAl men , as the Apoftli' tearmcth them , tht mind pf,;i, 
n^thini but tAYthUe things^ hauc a h{)rrouri)f manic tilings uhich 
theyrecinRcligion,apprchcndin^themto be wonderful hard 
and difficult , but the vcric face of Religious difcipline at tic 
firft fight to the outward eye cartieth a fad and feucrc afpcifl.and 
is hateful to fenfe to behold. Which, were it not I am verily pct- 
fwaded th tfcNV would rcfufeit, but rahcr moft v\illingly & mi f^ greedily runiic 
vnt ) i:, bccaufe they cannut but fce^that by vndertaJcing fuch a courfe of hfe.ihcy 
purchafc for tlic prefcni, tranquillitie and peace of mind , they free iheniftlucs 
|r>in vvorldlie cares and troubles , and are in amanncralfured of tiic ^-lorieof tiic 
lifeiocf»mc.But this outward fhcw of hardnes, which u c fpcakcof^dotli fo pic- 
uiilc with moft men, that fri^-htcd with the conceit of it , they arc contented to 
think, thai the i;rrat commodities of Keligion , defcrucnottobe bought witli fo 
mucntrr.ublc.astl'iCyimaglntobeinit. Scini; therefore the Diuci hath fcaicc a 
more forcible engine to weaken this wholefomecounfcl , then this is, it wil l>c 
worih our labour to Ihew , how this kind of temptation , may be vticrly rcucillvl 
and defeated. 

i.And wchauetwowayestodGeit:thconcis,togrant,ycato;;joric,thattiicrc D^fTlcn 
bcfomct'iini^sin Religion more iiard and difficult then ordinal ic. Firwi^at hfc '•■'' ^"■ 
were i% if it lay continually ilccpcd in fcnfualitics, if there were nothini-, to be *^"' " ' 
futFctcdinit, ifiihadnotnoa' and ihen a dalh of trouble , if t'crcoccuiVcd n(.- ^'^''"^■' 
ihin.;iiutmiiTlit giuc difplcafurc? Ifthis were the mannci ofit.whatcommciula- 
lioncuuld a man !;iue of it; Vv'hcrclhould patience, foititudc. charitic ,aiid other 
vertucsbcexcrcifcd? Whatocca(ion(houldaman hauc ofmciit, andcncreafciif 
hisciownc? A Religious life thcrefoieis the more commendable, bccaufe it hatli 
wlicriniopradifcvertue, and by pradifc tocncrcafc it, and by encreafingir, ro 
hauc the v,rcater re ward. 

J. But yct,lcaft the imagina in of thisdifficultie,\v hichisfo v\ holcfomcand n.wTJm 
profuablc.makc too much impicfllou in our thoughts , wc mnfl vn.lcrifand, tiiat ?- • > r 
litlicdifHculiiewhichisinRcli-ion.isfo feazoncdandalayc I witluliuers com- [''• ' 
f)rts,that it is apparent cnough.for as much as conccrnes the merit ofit, but tlic <»' "' 
hbouri? not felt. In which iclpcd wc can nencrfulHcicntly admire and ioucthc 
infmii wifcdomc & goodnes ofGod,ihat,for the benefit of (mm foules,hatli after Co 
incredible a nianer tnin:lcd& interlaced two things focoiraic one ro t^ enhcr. 
brii'thi'.kindofiiievvcrcacouifcthatwcrcllac! &ea(i'.',\vhatccini(iidation()r 
ff.\ard,asl fayd,coul<lit dcrcrnt?lfon the other fitic it wcrccxufhutpaynful 6c 
liboii us,who would abiilc itjlpccially cofl lerini;ihe frayl icof 1 uirancna-ur' » 
I'll? Louer therefore & Prcfcruerof makind hachfotcnijcrcdtl c matter/ h.tih^ 
-If.fimcihini^fliould be in itfelf very hard & difficult , and yet wondtrlulfwfc: 
»')'i nkafant , by reafon of ihcadmiiablc mixture of oilier thinn<;^th;,tn)itiqate 
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ad.J aiav ir. Which our Sauiour hiinfclf infinuatcth , when rcfeinblinghiifcmi^j 
toa bjrdcnan»]a yoak^hcfajthjhisjo.'^ii (wtd^^ndhisUrdviU^ht, 

4. Which notwiilillandingwc muft alwaycs bcaic in mind,' that whatfoeucf 
difiicultic \vc find in the fciuicc of God, the fcruicc oF God is notthccaufeofit 
but our corriip:cd flcfli and nlfcdions which aic alwaycs repining : Ochcrvvifc 
the f^cuiccofGod being To conform.Uilciorcafon , mull of ncccflltiebeplafing 
to ,1 nnn of rfafon. For one pjrc of vs tak^% iltlif^hi in the U\v of Gad ^ as (he 
Apodle fprakccli , and this bcini» the fupciiour and n)ore noble part of vj 
?f it aj'plie iculf fci'iondy , and vfe the diligence and endcauour which it may 
and ouglit, no doubt butitwilbc maiftcr, and kceperhe other part in awe, it 
bcinj; b.d'i inFcriour and created to obey. For firU this verie induflricofcurj, 
and diiiv',cnt endcauour, which I fpcake of, is wonderful forcible of itfcifiand 
the ancciu iMiilo'bphcrs doe acknowlcd-.;c it , amonc; whom one fpcakcih 
thu> : N th n^is fo hard and difficult, but the mind of man may ouercoinc if, 
an.! u) ikc it f.imli'ar by continual beating vpon it. No motions are fo y\ildanj 

' hc3 lie , but ilir.t < rdcr and difciplinc wil lame them. Wh.ufoeuer command the 
' tniiul laves vp^n iifelf, irgoes through with ir. Some hauc gotten of them- 
' fchics ncucr ro laugh i others hauc debarred tlKuifclucs of wine and women, 
' and il ' ind of lick ur i others hauc learned to walk vpon fmal ropes, and to 
' c.!riiccxcc uc buidcns, and fuch as in a manner are beyond tlic ftrcngth c; 
' nnn to cnaic , and to diue to an excelTiuc deapth , and pallc the feas without 
'.!ra.\iii.; liicir brcAih. Another Philofophcr writeth to the fame purpofcin 
' this mau'ier t They that learne to frame their manners vprightly , in the be. 

ginning f;il perhaps into manic errours, and perplexities , and difitculcies; a? 

ihey that leaning their ownc countrty , and not difcoucring as yet the land 
• for which they "arc bound , at firll arc anxious ; but foone after , al things 
> grow cafic and nlaync by pratf^ifc , and by the light and ciccrncs which the 
' .Studie of P!iilof.)*phie bringethsvith ir. 

5. And althis, as proceeding of cuftome and habit, is for the mod part nam. 
ral, what Ihal wc f^y when Grace mcetcs with N.uure ? The grace ofG.ul ,1 fay, 
which is fo forcible, that it makes a man quite an other man , and, as the 
Proplict fpeakcth, p^Wretf^d new fl>nii tnit him , d/iJ in fiied tfa htii of jicrtf^^iinh 
;;if»4/;.tr(o/7/f5^,fufcandrtexible. Of which grace the Royal Prophet alfofajfth: 
Our tcy.'/w /.^rif vfrmpcir/or'<fwr/e/o/;iJpc«/>/f.And.'igaine:B/f|?f</i'f >«> LotJGtd^rch 
tuchahmy hatuhro^rMnr^'r-niyfinji^^rsto tl^fi^ht And an other Prophet more plain- 

. ly.TLeywbohcpeinoHY lorilyihAlchdn^efounuile-.theyihM faf{Crvin(^il'/{eA>'f*'Jf'y'^"3 
5^/r/l«»;^4^»f/5/;4/«(>fi46«wri/^PJ)5;;^/WJ//(;.4MJwo/if/4/n^VVhatcanvvcdc^remotc? 

Ilcpromifcth vsnotonlyfff/f/prnMrtr, hunvwit lo fiie inthiscourfe.and thtvt 
sI'aI uotfdirifj nor fomuchas hbriir in it. And an other Prophet doth inamanncr 
rxu^& triumph, n't in himfclfbtit in our Lo^d.G'.f/o«r/-•r«/,faythhc,«/^y //»''»/''•• 
Pot as the li ;ht w hich the Avrc h3ih,is the light of the Sunnc,&ii is net muchnia- 
tcria! tn the Ayrc,u hcthcr ir hauc light of itfcif, or borrow it of the Supnc.foit" 
as vfrfnl to i; ,as if it had it of itfclfiSo the power and Orength of God is our power 
and (hcngth, that is , wc nukcvfcof it , asif it were our owne i andtlure- 
f^re :.c is truly our rtrcngth. And what doth this ftrength worke in vs ? H< 
■w.f puf mj 'Vf/p, fayththe Prophet , Ai tUe frete 9f(i,d^s\ that is, he wil make vs 
runnc v/iil> fpccd aad faciKtic , .ind without being wcaiic , not only v|»^ 
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eacfi ground, and oucc the playncs , as others "doc , but in llcepand craggic 
places; forfohefayth: AadheAs a Comjucrcur wUleddemetHtrhi^UpULei.ftn^ittgfj^iU 
ma. Hcwiifightforv$,hcwiloucrcoineour€nemicsforv$,&putthemtoroutei 
he willeadcvs in this vvay,notonly without labour, but ftnitngpf^imts of perpe- 
tual ioy and thanks-gluing. 

6. Andheer by the way I cannot buccal to mind.whatefFciiit this verie Saying 

oftlie Prophet wcDUght once \n Andrew SpintU^bcfoic he entred into our Societie. ^nJrtv^ 
For being then a man grow nc, and ashimfelf was wont to moanc himfclf in an ^/»'"''-'' 
humble iefting manner , haning rhirtte und tif^ht yedres in hit infirnnfie^wUcn he 
bc;anto thinkoffovfakingthc world, & manic rcafons thronging into his mind» 
to fright him.and bcatc him off from his purpofc , as the confi leration of the lirlc 
hcaltii which he had,hiscu(lome of being wcl tended,& daintily fed, the noblencs 
ofhisbirdi, the greatncsofhis place in the Church of God, thehardnesof Kcli- 
fic>us dirciplinc,anddiueis others i vp;>n the fuddain God ofhisgoodnes put 
tiis vcrfcofthePropheiinto his mind: lie wd put myfeetedsoffidgs\zn(\ wiiiial 
a wlh a clearc ray of hcaucnlic light, he was fo inlighcned, that , as himfclf aftcr- 
wu Js rc'atcd , al thofc fearful anddillruftful cogitations vaniflicd away in aino- 
mcnc, and he remiyned refolutc in his purpofc, & fully armed againft al 1 he fcares 
an lincoinmodities which before had fo poUclIcd his imagination-, and within a 
Oi )r. time tounJ by experience effedl of it. For wheras before, u hen he was yet a 
Seculir man, became (omctimes tocate at our board.as being our great friend, Sc 
manic things wcntagainrthisftomack,inregardhchadbecnvfedtoa moredayn- 
tickindoffarc& tobeferucd infiluer,& wasextraordinarie curious in his ownc 
houfc. Entring afterwards into our Societie, he was nofoonerfct at table but 
eucrie thin ; fcemcd oiherwife , the linnen fljcvvcd cxtraordinarie white, the diHies 
fhincdlike fi;uer,&thedining-roome, as he thought.was perfumed ;& he made 
no qucftion within himfclf, but t he Rrftour of the houfc had of purpofc comman- 
ded things to be prouided in that manner, comraric to our wonted cuftome to 
hclphiscxtraordinarieinHimiiician ! friendly cxpjftulatcd the matter inearncll: 
at that lime wiih the Rcciour, and often afterwards was worn to /peak of tin's his 
erDiir to hi s friends in familiar conuerfation. 

7. Tijis promifc therefore of the Holic-Ghoft, which wrought foftrongly In 
the ha r of this good man, ought in reafon to fway as much with eueric bodic els, 
and ofitfclf alone were indeed fufficientto encourage aniebodie, were hcneuer 
fo infinnc and weake. But to rcturne to our former difcourfc , by this we may 
fcc,t!iat the Grace ijf God doth fo tempcrthchardnes, which fccmcs to be in Re- 
lii;i'>n, that really it is not felr, but is rather ptcafant, and tobedenred. And it is 
n^fiich great wonder that itihould be fo. For ifthcrcbean arr to fwecienfowrc 
fruit; , aiiil to put a delicious raft into an vnfauouric gourd , or fuch like green 
aid iarlhiuvciecom.mditics. tempering them with fugarjorhoiiie, or the Hkc 
prfforiicrs , llul we think that in Chriftian Religion, there is no art to t^kc away 
t»' iifK tiltics,wliicjiflcih and bloudfuggeft? Certainly there is-, and an art fjic 
eadcr ta karne and put in praftifc , then the other, in regard it wholy depends 
of th:min I-, which if it be once refolucd, nothing ishardvntoit ^ but al (hin.;s 
caJicandob'iious. 

>*. And Co make it focuidcnt that nobodic /lial be able to denye It, Jet vs 
tonfidcr the mcancs which Religion vfctb,toaIay thclc difticuhics , & to fwcercn 
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T'l- fonfi- lliCTn;for ic is a matter wliich doth much import.Among manic waycs therefore, 

•ic.'.tionuf wliith it hath \cry ttrtetual toihis puriiolc , ivli it fcis before our cycsihcim. 

h".uici., a menfit'c of tiic icvvards of hcaucii due to our labours, thcc.-ctnitic i.f ihcm , the 

l'"''*^ Infinitfclicitic^uhich there wcfhalcnioy, and by thcfcconliJcrations inflames v< 

d-'lcXic'v with the h)UCofihathcaiicnlichappnes, which onccen];indlcd,mrkesallabouc 

no labour at al S\ Auiulhu difcouiiiiv^ac larccand larcly , ashcisvvoiu) of this 

fubicdt, in one of his Sermons bringcth manic cxam|>les of men, that for human 

cnvis h.\ue rulfcicd irjhumanand cruel thini;s, as to bccut,and lanced, & burntd, 

to p-^ornruc a tew vnccrtaindayes of this life: offouldicrs,tl.at fo! afnnllljpcud 

runnc vpon the pikes and into the vcric mouth of death : of hunifmcn.thattora 

(horti'lcafutcput thimfi .>ics loexccfllucl.bour and toy Ic; and concludcth thus: 

Mow much nioic allincd y andmorccafiiy lljal Charitic, inrcgaidofirucBcati, 

tude,c(Vca that which wovldlic pretences, as much as they were able, hauecf. 

fc(itcd to our nvfcric r I low cafi y m.iy whatf'cucr temporal aJuctfiiic be ciidu- 

rcd,to auoyd ctcmj] puniiiimcnt ,andto purchafe eternal quiet /Tims fay.h J. 

jiuiuflif^, and much more to the fame cUcd, s\ hich it Iccmcth thatgicat S,himi 

vnddftood very vvel,andinone\vo:dcx|)rtircditoncc very liuely. V. r hiscarnal 

br. thcr,nndin<lcedtru:y carnal , fcing him once in the midll of winter h.vfna- 

kcd,as he was , lliiuctin;^ for cold , ftnt one vnto him with a bitter icaft ( nio;e 

bitrcr indeed then was fit' to come from a brother ) to askc him , how lie wculd 

fel him a diammc of that fwcat of his. But the Saint returned an/wcr with i 

chcarful countenance in tln-fc words : Td wj brother , tbdt I banc fold ,i 4I aI. 

Y(4dy umy Lord God, it * Tf»>' duue pncf. And after fome yearcs,tlic fame Saint 

beinc^ much tormcmcd with excefliiic pay ne in his br)dic,and gricuouHy alFaulei 

witlnl bytlie Diuclwiih new Ihangedeuifes , that it was not ahnoll poflible 

for flclh and blond tobcaic it ; a voycc from hcaucn fpakc vnto him , and bai 

•> him be of good chcarc, bccaufc by thofc aHliaions he purchafed to himfclf fo 

" muchtrcafurc, that though al the caithdiould be turned into gold, al the ftoijcs 

» into diamonds , and al the water into balfamc,it were not con.parablc vnto it. At 

which voycc he a as (o rcuiucd, that he felt no more paync, but inlbntly calling 

hi'. Brctiiren vnto him,forioy related what heaucnlic comfort he had rcccauci 

What paync therefore, or what trouble can there be in Religion, which fuclia 

thought wil not ca(ilvblowouer,fcing it wasablcfofuddcnly to alay andquitc 

take away fo vnfurt'crablc & fo lafti ng a paync , as S. Iranas at that liniccndurcd? 

9. Let v$ conclude therefore with SJkrnafd^tlut ihisfcarc, which,ashcfpca- 

kcth, is wont to ihakc the beginnings ofourconucvfion,& which the horrouiot 

fo aulK-re a life,and chc auftcrcncs of fo vnwomcd cxcrcifcs.thrufts vpon v$ at our 

^BcrnMri cntrancc,is that .V/</^r-/Mrr, whicU thc Royal Pfoplict oicntioncth m his nuKtictli 

f.ii.myJt. pfai,„ciandisthrrcforccaliedaNi/6</M*^f.bccaurc,irthedaydidfliincvponv$,&: 

in that hcauenlie light we did compare the labours of Religion with the rcv\ardJ 

which wc cxpca in licaucn, the fcarc of the labour would be nothings regard ot 

r^,m. 8. 1 p. ji^g dcfircof the rcwa- ds tolidcrcd in aclcarc light. Fot thefafims •(tins /iwr-f*«« 

thfy are hidden />. m our eyei , 4ndtht n%bt h fid in tur Uemifphere , rve are temftid b^f M 

Kizl>r'fe4rc,''4rf4r4uiaofti{j\rd)eprefealet4dsjortht^e,ood,whi^^^ 

Aivn>'fc loiThis isthe firQfaluc&r rcmcdie,wliichGod hathprouidcdforvs, toalay the 

•'^^ " '"•'^ difllculncsv. hichoccuricinRcligion.Anotberisthcabundanccoffpirimalcom- 

'"''""• t'sjHi, wluiot I haucfpokca before. And it is , as if abodicmouiarcckca*op^i 
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vvateriii agreat velTelof wine , for the troubles wliiciiare incident to a Religiotif 
|ife,arc f > wholy drowned &abf >rpt in the abundance of the fweetn:! of it,thac ic 
taftesof nothin ', b it fwcctncs. To which purnofc ?, B?r»4r/^ alluding to a faying 
ofthcAuofUc,& anion; diuers other commodities of Religion, touching briefly 
vpon this pavticular,rayth thu?: l'hep4f?ions cf ibn time sre not londigne to»urjinneif4fi g^ g,^^ ^^ 
tad fer^meit vs \ nor ro thtprefcat comfort of grace, "W'Ach tsgiuen yi j nor to the fkfHre calorie tomtrf. 
iffluchisprcmifedvi. VinsUy there is no bitterntifo great i/tit^ Vf'mh the fl Wif caft- in by C't. t. jo. 
ibt Vrtphtt dif ') not fweeicn , w ')ich Wifdme, tfte free oflifefdoth riotfej:{on. A i\d we flial 
the more cafily belieuc al this to be truc,&not hard to compafl'c, if we cofidcr, that 
ihcdifticulties which arc in Rcligion,arcbutrmal,&inpctticmatters,ifwc weigh 
themrii^ht. For aldifticulties of greater confcqucnccfuch as are foordinaric,and f)j(j]^, | 
fodiftaftfulin the World, hjpnin^ between man &wifc,and vpon other occa/ions tics m K-- 
ofinarria ;c,& (uiiftcr accidents, byloHcofgoodsjimpcachmcnt of ourcreditand U':u>\\ arc 
good name, &'he like, arcfarrefroma Religious life. And morcouertiiegoodncs t'»"^"^. 
and incrcic of Go I is fuch towards vs, that tijc more mifcric wc fuffcr for his fake, 
liic in )rcr,iiiitujlioyan.l comfort he fends vs; as when /)4»/f/ was inthc Dcnne /J4m. 14. 
wirhthc I. ions without al mvancs of tclicf,hcpioniilcdhimadinncr from a faiie- 
of, and fent it invn'ohim. For ids ai^cneralrule with God,andacon(lantman- 
IlC^o^p^occcdin; which he ho!ds,tomcafure comforts by tribulations i and King 
Pjwfr/profcllcth that he felt it fo : Accordtag to the greatrsa ofmj gnefs in my hari^ 
ihycjinfottt hjite reioyced wiy (vtli\ 

11. Anditisfo vfuil&: fofctlcdacourfc withhim,that heh.uhoftimcsnjiracu- 
loijlly (hewed it in diners Rcli -i )us perfons ;asonce in one l\,ih.tnd .\ great I'rincc 
ill ( r,<rif.",who was coHnned in his rcfolution forRciigion by this notable miracle. 
forhauingbecnaccu(lomcdint:ic world to an calic life & day niic fare, being cn- 
trcd intoRcligion he began rolhrinkat the hardncs of tiiat courfc. Wliervpon the ' 
Abbot I'jrfrfr/w, that t'lenwas.c m Icfccndingtohisinlirmitic.caufcdfome parti- ^'' 
cul.irdifliro heal waycs prepared f)r him :n.^rcdayntilydrc(Icd then the reft, & yet '" ;'J ' " 
the more hcfc ', the mire he pined away.&grcw wonderful thinnc. It hapnedon ti'i'l.nU : 
atiinc.that whilcthereft of the Brethren wcVcfct at board, &ftl Ij.iidto their dryc 
bread 5: b:anes,hefaw two ancictmcncomcinto thcrooine,thcone of them was ' 
lii;4n- for headed A: had t .vo kcycs about his neck ; the other was a Monk, as a)^pca- 
redhyhis!ubir,&liadab'.xofcrylbrmhishad.B)ihofihemgoinground about 
thcro.Mnc,gauccuer eoneofiheMonksainorfclof fomething out ofiiiat bt x iKc 
wh'jn they tame to '{ thaud^ they looked vpon him with a frowning & an.'ric cru- 
icnancc,& oucrUipt him But he ftealing a lirle from his neighboui's trencher, and 
talln ; of it,f -und it fwccter tiicn anie thing that he had eu?r tailed either in Reli- 
{'jon or in the- worl I. And when this hadhaj)ncd thrice vnto lum, he v. cm to iiit- 
At).^o:,& inquired of him.who thefciwo ancient men might be. Tne Abbot p?c- 
kiuIyi)frccaiiingwhatth:bufi.ieswas,loldhimthatihconcwa? '». Veter ^ Patron 
of th.'irM)naftciJC,3: the other /f)«flr4(rt; the Founder (>f It, &ihuthcreafon,wh/ 
hclia jfiDcliis paitof thitdilh . ith the reltj wa3,bccaurehcdid not c>brcrue ti:'5 
li oiirof.iicOdcr with the reft. WhicbA/^^'ryneann^rcrcrucd to abide the vi- 
III (tof if ,an Ifoiml itfarrcieftc andeaficr then hethou-htit hadbeen : an I n( t 
lii5g alter he'a.v ih'.: fame Saints againcmakingucircicuit , and fhcygaue lii;iv 
paitofihatrvc^t-meatc with the reft , v, hiclidid incredibly animacc him:o;;uC' 
throu^i) with whatfoeucrdifticultieftjouldoccurrccucraf cr. Xia' 

ii»TKeiikcalmoiihapncdio ^/;<//fwAuh-dcacon of /' </;!'>, a mm nobly ^, ' ^f 
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^cfccndcd.andrich, whointhc beginning alinoil ottl.c CillcicijnOrdtrtmt <l 
into it wicli great fcruour. But the Diucl taking occafion to tempt i^imbyrfafo 
of his tender C(^n»|)lexioi), and prefllng him fohardjthat he was rfacicio ycild 
God of his infjnit goodncs fcnt him this rcmedic. VV hcnhc v\as at hoard the' 
fctbcforchim,a.theydidtothctcft,adiJh,\vhich ofalmctcs he couUnotabij/ 
butbcin^ very hiingiic,hc forced Innfclf to take alislc of it j and as focncaj hi 
had put it to iiis mouih, it tailed fo fwect, thiit to his rcnumbrancc he rcucr felt 
the h kc, and eating it vp al , he afterwards went to h is Abbot, tliinking ihai tliev 
hadputfonicparticn.'af thing into his mclTc about the tdk. liut when hevndcr. 
flood that thcdilhwasthc fame, and was drefled but with water and (alt, as the 
others were, he fcl into the reckoning. that it was the gcodnes and | touiiltr.ce of 
God,that hadfo ordayned jandgiuing him humble tl.anks,hc\\as confirmed in 
his purpofc of pcrfeucrini; in Religion, and fomuch the morc,becaufehe Ulithe 
Jikcfvvcetncsin thofc kinds of nuatc lor diuers dayesaf er, infomuch thai he 
often fayd, that now lie tookcmorc contentment in feeding vpcn beanes& pcafc 
and hcabs, then btfotc in his wiki fowle and fuel) kind of dayr.ties. 
i^ Ihis I apncd to thcfc two particular men. The whole houfchold was wiinci 
oftha: which we read in the Ifcoi'S.Hnfun!, whenvponthe fijflfoiindin-cfdjc 
^ Monjllciie of (/«/»v4/./a, though th.cydidleadea wondciful au(Uilifc,&ft'(lvpon 
bread that was hall earth , anddv\cli in ahoufethat was marucituspocie,ai,d 
po;>rclyfurni(hcJforhourchoK!-ftuffaiidvi(:;"tuais,yctthcyalliuednoion]y»\iti> 
oufaniegrudyin^» , bur uiihfuch cxtiaordinarlc delight and contentment , ih.'.c 
they had afciupJc U if, becaufcjas they f.iyd , jiuingwith moic picafuicinilic 
wildcrncs.thcnihcy did before in the vvoild , they conctaucd they had caufc to 
fufpcctjlcaft they u crc lead a wrong w ay into their Conntrcy j ill hauing opened 
their cafe fii-a to. s\ /}<r/M»Y/, andihcnto ihcBiihop of ChAitm^ who then lodged 
m their houfe, they were informed at large , that it was the guifiof God.andnot 
to bciciccted. Whereby wcmay fee,what cultome, togcathcr with the grace of 
God, can doc, fting it was fo forcible, asto make fo rigfdc a life feemc to fuch a 
inuiiitudeft> Iwect , that they hadafcruplc.lcaft they lined looeafily. 

14. Who therefore can heeraftcrthink,that a Religious lifccan beanie thing 
hatlj.t^ihatabodicmay notpocthrough with it with ioy & concentmcnr,fcing 
God doth leafon it with fomanie helps &: comforts ? Thouch what need we Hand 
foil— ' '' '• ^ .. f - fe ._ . 
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»«cs,andartl.(ftionsarcfauegrcater,:indnctonlythepoorcrfort Jmrngihcm,and 
ihcy that haucfmal meanestoliucon.and a hcauic charge of houfc^hold and chil- 
dren 1) Ing vpon thcm.groanc vndcr this burden ; but they that hauc the world at 
wil , and arc generally areountcd happic, though outwardly they make afaytc 
llicvv, arc inward .'y galled withinfinit troubles & vexations. And their forrowcf 
arciiicmor(inrollcrable,bccaufctheyarcdcftitutcofheaucnliecomfort$,witli. 
out which It IS a ve.ichcl toliuc. What likelihood is there ofanie fuch thinj; in 
KeliLion? the C3ufcsofwhairoeuertroublcm.iyhappen,bcing wonderful flightin 
themlelucs, and cade totakc away, and fomctimc$luch,asitisbctiertocontcmne 
«>cm,orl.urh at thcm.or perhaps to loucthcm,& willingly to embraccthem. Oil 
uic one hdc thct ctorc the occafions of difficultic in Religion arc very fraal,a.»d in • 
' manner 
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manner nothing, and on the other fide, the comforts fo abundant in our Sauiour 
Cl-rift, that iluy are able tofv\ cctcn a whole fca of diftaftcs and troubles, if there 
tvcie anic fuch in Religion. 

15. Wherefore V. Kfr«4)Y.'doth excellently to this purpofe apply thcCcrcmonic 
ofanoynting Crollcs with Oylc, which is v(ed in Confccrating Churches; and 
fjydi , diat the like is done in the minds of Religious people by the grace of God. 
Iti$ncccllaric,faythhc,ihatihc Vnfticn of fpiritual grace help oui infirmiiic, ^ ^'^n*r4 
anoynting the erodes cf our obftruances and feucial [ennanccs with the grace ("*/ '^' 
ofdeuotiun : becaufc uithout a Crollisit is not pofllble to follow Chrift, nor ^^ ^^'^' 
without Vn(^ion poffib'c to cnduic the harlhnes oi a Crt lie. Hence it is that " 
manieabhotrc and(lmnncpcnnance,fting thcCrolIcand notfcii gthc Vndion. rroflciaid 
You that haue tryed what it is , know that in vctic deed t ui Crcllc ii annynted , & Vnflion * 
by ti:e grac e of the Spirit w hich hclpet h vs , our pennaiicc is fwcet and dclit^hiful /^^«^ '*'S" 
aiid.asi may fay, our bitteincsfauouiie. "^ * ihcr. 

I'^.Andinanoih.crpjacedifcoutringof the fame maftcr more at large hefayth 
that! he Soule of a Religious man being beautiful within, and humble and con- 
temptible without, was figured by the Tabcrnaclc,w hich was among the Children 
of /fMf/. For within , it wasguildcd al ouer j but without , there was nothing of it 
but coucrs of fack- cloth and (hecp-skins j and as thai kindofcouciinc»thouphit '^""^ *'• 
were contemptible to the eye, feiued to keepe the Tgkbernaclc from the duftlind 
ilicraync : So the outward humble f.dliion of Kcli^ious people pieferues their in- 
uaid gh)ric, and eueric fuch Soule ^^^^y (^f ^^Vi\y oi'xMiii 1 4m LiMk^but ieAunlul, ^.h. jt. 
Then he brings the example of /A«-ir,vvho,though became to be facrificed.was not 
fjcrificed, bnta rammc i« flced of him, and his life prefcrued j and hcliucdfo 
much the moieioyfuily ,by how much the womifc and hope of pofteiidc was 
now fctled vpon him. For in like manner Religious people feemc lodcbairc thc- 
felucsofal contentment, and yet their contentment is not indeed cut of, but vice 
and rebellion J and the homes of iliis Sacrifice intanglcd in the thorncs,J[liew that 
liiir.catulcontumaticcan niucr be v\ithout re moife and vexation. BuD//4jf,fayth 
Ik, liuiiig flial line, lifjed vp vpon the wood, to the end that thou alfo placing " 
f v i.-y on iiijjh , mayll glorie not in thy owne flcfli , but in the Crolle of our Lord *' 
This is. he coniitrfation of the pcifcft, this is the life of Saints; finally, fayth one " 
aiforiowful,butalwaycs glad j as hauing nothing and pofltfling ah as dyin"' * ^^ ^'^ 
andbthold vveliue. , ,. ' ^* 

17. The Abbot ^bral^m in C^/^Un holdeth the like difccurfc in rliofc words • 
They that fcruc God dcuoutly and faithfully, hauing taken tl cycak ofrur Lord ^''^' ^'^■ 
Vj on them, and learned of him. that he is meekcand humbieolhatt, asit \\erc '^^'' ' *^' 
cafiinpolfthc burden ofthcircarthlieafTc^ionsflial find by thchcIpofCcdnola- " 
^«ur, but reft in their foulcs. The crooked wayesflial be prcfentiy made flr.yt " 
Jnd the rui'ted waycs plaync , and rafting they Hial fee that our Lo; .1 is fu rcr, onj " 
'ifaiiiigChriftinthcGhofpel crying alowde: Come to mcalyouihat labour and " 
achutihcntd.and I wil vcfrcih you i carting of the weight of their finncs thfv " 
li;»iviu!ci(hnd that which follo\\es : My yoak b fwcet, and my burden lirf.t " 
Ai.dccrt.'iniy if we compare the beautiful flower of Virginitic, and the fr.^^iant 71, 1. 
putiiicoiCl.aftitif,withthefouleandftinfcingfloweiand hogfticsoftarnaVpIca- tAl'vii 
furcs; the quiet and fecuritie which Monk* cnioy,*v«h thcdar geisand milrrirs '^^t'f 
"•which worldlingsarcinguifcd; ihcrepofoviiKhompoucriie btint^s vs v.ith 
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thcgniwing giicfcs and rc^lclTc cares of ricli people, which day anTnieht — 
withouc danger of their liucs doc torment them , we Ihalcafily grant th ?' 

yoa'c of C mill is exceeding fwccc, and his burden cxtraordiaaricli'iir ThiJf l 
CAfiun. "^ -'nuslayih 

i8. Where then is that hirflines, whcrebethofe troubles, which Sdtdn 
fi ight men , doth fo mightily aggtauaie againft vs ? Arc not al things rather fdful 
of plcarure,thu they take away a! feeling of diflicultic and inconimoditie or in 
a manner al ? Wherefore to conclude in brief, as if a man had a great deale oflu 
gage, and anotiierfli^uld canic it for him, hclhould haucal the benefit aiidihc 

o.hcral tiiclaboiir : S) in this harden of Religion , the reward is ours, and yc: \c 
hauc no trouble by it, bccaufc another carrie'ih the burden for vs. Whicfiisno' 

m lie but V. 1'4Mi'j conceit, for hauing rcckoncd-vp the manic incommoditics aii(i 
dilHculties which heendurcd through poucriic, nakedncs,tiaueI,perfccuiioD 
aiidfhclikc, hcadJcih ; Hot f, liHrthe^rACtofGodyfiih me ; acknoivjcd'^inganj 
openly procliyming, that it was nn himfclf, but God that brought topScthofc 
great things in him. 

» 9. Wherefore we mud allow of that wljich S, BeruardCiyth , wlicn rehcar/In'r 
rohis Brethren the labours which they endured , and daylicmortificatiom,bj 

much falling, often fwcatin^,wa?chingabouenicafure,bcfidsthofcth[n'Ts which 
are invvird , contrition of haut, and mukituJci of temptations, he iddcth , that it 
is not foi- their bcncfictohauethcfc heauic and buidcnfome thini^slcllcncd, be- 
cauCc if their pennancc be Icdcned, their crowne by little and little .vil Iccfc c!ic 
pretious 11 incs which arc in it : and callcth it a cruel kind of coinpaffion, iar?<^3rj 
that the taking away of a fnul fjuantiticof feed, comes to no final lolfe in the har- 
'' ucft.Wliatrcmcdic? The remcdieis, that the labour remaine, and yet bcconjc fa- 
-' uouricbytlicfwectncs, which God doth giucitibecaufc if your tribulation, fayth 
'= he , doc ab uind for him , your comfort alH) wil abound through him , and your 
' f)ulc be delighted in him, which in ihcfe things refud'th comfort. Forvvithhim 
" tribulation itfclf may be found to be great confolaiion. Furisitnot moftcmain, 
i that that which youcndurc is aboue the ftrength of man, beyond nature, conira- 
," ric to cuftouac^ Another therefore dorhbcarethefc tliingsihedoubtleire.whoac- 
" cotdiag to the Apoftlc,carricth al things by the word of his power. 'What there- 
fore Ih )ulj wefcarc, if lie be wih vs,thatcarricih al things? Al this isof^. BfrwW. 
xo. Letnomantheieforeaccitil'mchiscycsheeraftcrto behold the out-fiJc 
©iilyof aKcligi HIS life.srhichfccmcs fomewhat harlh, but let him lookealfo into 
the in waidrwcctncs,&acknowledge,thar there is fuchplcntie of grace belonging 
ne vn:o it , to qualifyc and alay the hai fh.ics , and to ftrcngtncn vs to bcare it , that it 
h.irj goes farre beyond al the hardnesanddifticultie, which can beima.i',inedin ixfyt- 
ta.jc cially whcnaminisalittleaccuftomcdvntoif,forvrcandcullomcdotha$itwcrc 
hacdcn vs , &: take away the feeling of pavnc, & makes vcrtuc familiarand plca- 
. fant. Which familiarnes S, ^.t^u^tn doth fitly exprclPe by the word ( Emb/Acmif ) 
& laycth downe theeffeds of it in tlicfe.words : When Wifdome hath once bound 
' A iDaii , & tamjd him wih ccrtaiij laborious exercifes , it afterwards vnbinds hi«n, 
" & '..iucs hitn free libeitie tocnioy himfclf ; & nurturing hitn firll in temporal 
- b )nd> , bifiJs himafierwards vrith eternal cmbracings, then which bonlsno* 
" tiling c in be unagined more delightful, or more folid. The firft bonds, I confcilr, 
" .uc a little hardi the fccond , I cannot fay diey are hard, becaufc they arc fncer, 
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^^TSr, bccaufe they are ftrong. "Wheras the bonds of this world l.aue in them 
true harllines , laifc delighr , vnccrtain plcafuic , haid labour , timorous onict , the 
thing iifclf ful of mifcric,and a deceitful hbpcof happines.Bcwaic thou thrull not 
thy neck , thy hands ,thcy feet , into thcfc fetters. 

Atia^ifyertothem that obieSt ^ that Kell^ms people bar re 
thewjelucs of the pica/tires of this life. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Pon the former grounds we may eafily anfwcr another imputation, 
which people lay vpon Religious courfcs , to wit , that they depriue a 
man ofwhatfociicr is comfortable to flcfli and bloud. For though it be 
true ( as it hath been fufficiently proucd ) that no Ihtc vndcr the cope of hcauen is 
focapabic, and fo fruitful of fpiritual delights as Rclijionis \ yet it n>ay periiaps 
ftiiinblc fouic bodie , that there is no place in it for the delights of Scnfe , withouc 
uhichthci.y, which man hath vpon earth, is maymcd,and asit were lame of one 
Cide. For Man being a compound of bodie di foulc.therc want not ihem,that think 
they are neiicr wcl , t ii'^iigh theirmind feafl it , if their flefli , as I may fay , be kept 
falling. And it (bcks the more in their ftomack , bccaufcthe pleaftircs of the mind 
areayricA: fubtil, iV not focafictobc perccaiied j thepleafures o^ Scnfc are more 
1 ilpablc , and plaine for cucric bodie to fee ; fo that if a man haue the fi- ft only, he 
btli in a manner nothing : but he that hath plcntic of thcfc latter , is generally 
accounted happic. jhlr rrmp 

1. This kindoftcmptation,inmy iudgement.wasforcfi ;nifyed in the Children ration fi.;u- 
of//i»if/, when hailing M4rtW4 from henuen in that abundance,thual the countrey rcJin tJic 
roundaboutwasfulof it. and they were to be at no further trouble or care,then """''""'^"•g 
logather it i & it being bclids in itfclf a very fauourie kind of fuftenance , as being 
m.idc by ihchandsof Angels, what did thccommon-pcople fay notwithftanding yr^^ j, . 
ofit, and how did they mur mure? 0/ir/oK/e, fay they y doth n»yv loathe outr fhis i/ght 
l-yitidcfmfttte, Forbeingcarnally giuen, they fighed after the flclh-pots of^ezypt-y 
& l^ecaufc thofe meatcs (luffed vp their bellics,they preferred them before the ifood 
cf!jcauen,& thought this but light ftuflfc in comparifon of that other. 

j. For the cure of which errour , or rather madnes , uc mult consider, that 
althc incoiuienience which ij hccr obie^ed , depends of peoples imaginations, 
conceiting that he, that is barred of the plcafures of the bodie, wants I me great 
matter jandthcveiicnamcofW.<«', vpon the firft apprehenfion, isapt to breed 
Smw and difcontent ; becaufe Ir is as much to fay, as, I haue nor that which 
weremuchtobcdcfired, or which is neccflatic; which yet is not alwayes true. ^ ^^^ 
Foi it hapncih oftentimes , rhac we haue not diuers things, which we haue no ^.aiuMKt 
iiccd of, nor haue no great dcfirc of them. For example , a man hath not feathers thjt wL.t h 
hkea bird , nor homes like abcaft, nor fcaleslikea filh,nordiucrsothcrthings hcdcfuus 
wliich other creatures haue; neither doe we defire to haue them, or becaufe we "'^'• 
''3UC ihcm not, doc we think ourfclucsihc worfe. The matter theicforc is in 
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tlicy arc n Jt foric tlicy hauc it nor. 

4. And further, icis much more delightful not todcfircathingjtheniodtlire 
it, and withal to hauc it. For Co wc fee , that they that arc mad after their bodilic 
plcafures, wiicnthcy hauc their filofthcm , take much more picafurc inabflav. 
nin^; from them , then in continuing in them. Is it not therefore much better tl 
<o Iwuc it. doe that betimes, which time brings ihcm to choofe? and out of vcrtuc, and vpon 
good aduiceto rcfoluc vponth.it before hand , which difordered fulncs f,rccth 
them vnto? And yet wc cannot grant, that they arc both filled alike to ihcircon- 
lentmcnt. For ifwefpcakeofthe fulfilling of out dcfircs (in which peopkima in 
that alhappines conlilh) thcv thatdcfirc nothing, hauc their dcfire much more 
peifcdly fulfilled , then they that dcfire a thing and hauc it. Which S. lolitCbiyfu 
{iomt reckons among ihc rcit vf the commodities of a Religious life; forwiih 
S ;» cLy.l. x.\\tCt wo: Idlie kind of pcoplc.it is , faycl» he , as if a man fliould be fo thirflie, ti<at 
*" '•""'* bcFotc he cm drink one cuppc , he dcfircs another and another , and though he 
drink ncucr fo much , cannot quench his thirft ; certainly fuch a man though 
.» he hauencucifo much lickour to drink, cannot be accounted h.ippie , buthcis 
i^ rathcrliap^>ie,thatfrcefromthisncce(nticof drinking,feelcihnotliirft-, no^i$v^ 
>^ gcdanic way to drink j for the firft is like a man that hath a burning fcaucr, the 
y other like one that is in pcrfe(^ health. 

5. And this which S. hhn Chrjfofiome dcliucreth vpon the point of reafon , y. 
.^M<«,/?/rtconfirmeihby his ownc example, rclatinj; with grief this among thcicft 
of his errours of his ftcular conucrrition:thac whilcgaping after lucre & honour, 
he was walking one day through the cittie of MiUn , with his head ful of an 
Oration, which he was to pronounce in prayfc of the Emperour that then was, 
burnin .', as he fpcakcch , with a fcaucr of confuming thoughts , by chance he call 
his eye vpon abeggar,that was very pleafantand iocund; and at the fight of liim, 
,> I'lC fetched a deep figh, and fpake much to his friends, tiiat followed hiin,of his 
„ ownc f )llic , that haling the burden of his infeliciiie after him through the ihor- 
„ nc- ot his difordered dcfii cs , and aggrauating it by continually haling it,thc vt- 
Tliitwhi h "i^ftofhis hopes andaymc was,tocomc to that alFurcdncs of contentment and 
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IS ioy,to which thar beggar was already arriucd , and to which perhaps he fliouid 
ncucr arriue. For t'lat which that poore fellow had gotten by a few farthingJ 
^ whicii he had begged , to wit , to be ioy ful and contented in mind, that he afpircd 
^1 vnio^byfo manic wretched windings. This therefore which S, sAH^ujim faythof 
_^ this poore man , may much more truly, and with more proportion, be fayd of a 
" Religious ftatc. For why doth anic man dcfire the plcafures of the bodie, but to 
haue content and iov in them ? Religious people hauc this already, and arc con- 
tented and ioyful vpon farre better and more worthic grounds, then thcpleafurcJ 
of Scnfc can arriue vnto iandon the other fide notdcfiring them, they cannot be 
^ foric they hauc tlicm not. 

•...mjjln r,, A ;aine; what is there in thefeearthlicdclights, why they fliould be fo much 
;,; ^ dcfircd or fon -hi for ? For to fay nothing of the dammages and dangers they bring 
ri, the i "»aii's fouic inro, nor how vnworthica thing itisfiorMan , that is fo noble a 
:>i; vp. creature, to be iUlhan-in^ after that which is common CO beafts 1 ifpca^ic^"')^ 
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notvofthat itching delight, whichcgs a tnanonfomuch to thefc plcafures. What 

great matter of commoditie can thefc tcanfiMiric and-pcfilhablc and carthlie things 

bring a man , that they fliould be Co much cAcemed ? What is it to hauc a board 

daintily ferued , andcurioufly fet-forth with excefliuc coil and magnificence? 

ortogoctoaplay?Whatisthercinaearden,orinaguildcdcoach,orin along 

trayne of attendance, that, I doc notTay a Saint, but an ordinarie man of iudgc- 

incnt fliould be taken with it ^ Bcfidcs that, if it be ioy and contentment which wc 

feckc in thefc things, as 1 fayd before, contentment is not fo much in fulncs, as in 

fobrieric and temperance ; fpecially , when with temperance fo manic other Sohricnc 

dayntiesconcurre as Religious poucrtic doth afford , and arefofarre from being ^"'"fft'n- 

found in the greaiefl delicacies of rich men, that al their plcafures are continually t<^"»"'<-"f- 

mingled with infinitcorrafiues j infomuch as the Holie-Ghoft in the Proucrbs Pfo^.tt 17 

giucs vs warning of it in thefc words : It $t better to be cdUed to d dish of hedrbs wiih 

(bmne , then to 4 /4/ cAf with hdUtil, And in an other place : ^ drj morfcl mtb »«, is Tun. 17. 1. 

kmihtnd \jtu[tfHlofbe*flskjliti^wnh VftAnglmr^, 

II, Finally wc mufl vndcrftand , that Religious people doe not fo much 
dcpriuc thcmfclucs of the plcafures of the bodic, as change them for better. For 
whcnafoulemccteth with fo manic fountains of hcauenlie comforts , and hath 
fomanicvcirclstofil with tiicm, as I fayd before there were heads of thefc com- „ ,. . 
forts in Religion , the comfort and fwcctncj which it feclcs, remayncs not wholy people"" 
inthcfoulc, butditfiifcthitfelf further, and redounds to fenfc, and toournatu- cha4cr>i 
ral appetites, and alfo to our bodic,byreafon of the necrcnes ofone to the other, bcttcrci./n- 
ind theconncxion which is betwixt them. Which is thecaufc whvthe Prophet ^°"*- 
^i)d: Ml fouledndmjjUihhdtie exulted in the Imm^ God. And the Wife-man in the 
Proucrbs: jtioyful mindm4{ethfl*urisl>injr ye4m,4 fddjfirit drieth rp tU bones. For p^ *^ ' , 
« wc fee the bodic pines away with the grief of the mind , fo it hath part alfo ^*' '^' ^"' 
of the ioycs of the mind , fo farre as it is capable of them. 

I^ Which things confidercd , who can make anic queflion, whether the « . 
World or Religion be the plcafanter place cucn for the bodic? For though it t h c Xj" 
be not , as I confcffc , inuitcd cuerie day in Religion to a bancket, to dan- fantc'rphcc 
ting , to merric meetings , to hunting-matches , and the like ; it hath that ^"f t'i«. 
noiwithflanding which is farre better , and more noble , dcriued from the ^*"^^^* 
fupcriour part of the foule to the infcriour. As when in a great houfehold the 
Maifler of the houfc marricth , the marriage concerncs himfelf only , but the 
ivh >Ic houfc and althe houfehold-feruants , hauc part of the fcafl andmuficfc 
In like manner therefore , Religious people , as I fayd , arc not altogeather 
Dirred of the plcafures of the bodie , but make an exchange of that which is 
Jife and momentaric , and alwaycs ful of remorfc of confiicncc and excef- 
uuc care , for that which is decent , honcfl , permanent , and Co much the 
Bwre delightful , the more futablc ic is to both the parts of Man , and ta 
N«meiifclf. 
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^/; anfvcr to them , that fty ^ there be manietemfta^ 

tlons in Religion. 

CHAP. XVllI. 

Thcrs argue againft a Religious courfc of life out of that place of 

Sciiptuic : Sonnr^ comwg tu thefcnncctfCuci^pMnciw f^rr tir rrfwfc/in», 

./://'»rpjrf//;>/o*/^/«'f»'/"<''""^.Whicii warning of the Holic-Ghoft 

duth fo ccrrifycthem.that they think,ifthcy come to Rcligion.thry 

,JtKnq::rja~^ muftliucina continual comb.it; ami therefore conclude, ihat it is 

better to decline tiicbattaiic, then by piou^kin^^ ilKir Aducrfarie, thruihhcnh 

fducs voluntarily into danger. , ri . 

z. Towiiicluvcanrvver,li;ft,thatholicScripiurc(rcmgtheyareplcarcdtovrc 

the a'uthoiitictiieicof) when it giucthvs warning of the temptations, whicljwc 

Tic Sc!ii». j^jj^j j^j^j |j^ thcfcruicc of God, dotli not aduifcvs withal to decline the fcruiccof 

'"V'T"' God roitlKrctcn;rtationsiburrathcr,.tli3tforcrcingtIicarifc which wil happen, 

VchMc Il'c wc come ainjcd before- hand both with courage and vv capons& particularly wi^^ 

'— — •" thofc weapons v>hich arc there named, to wit, Veare 4titll'rtmblme;ht mc\u\ 

fcruc vs as a whctdone to whet our inJulltie, and diligence, and venue. The 

fauK'icisofthisworld.thougluhcy know they (hal often encounter thcirenemt, 

doc not iliercforc forfakc the wa: res j rather they go to the warres. that thcv may 

mce:e wiih thcii encmie •, bccaufc , vnlcHb they fight , they cannot get ihevi(ftoiK, 

andwithoutvia>iic,iheyfljalhaucnorcward,noccrownc. 

3 Morcoucr i n the warres among n»en there is this diftcrcnce ; for it a man wil 
^•'iritual fiat home, he may be quiet and fafci forno man ordinarily fighteth , vnlcflc he 
cucumucrs puthimfclf into il.c field. But fpiritual encounters no man can auoyd, though he 
'"'"7 'l' would ncucr {o layne. The Diuels are enemies to al mankind ; they iyc in wiyte 
"'^'''^- for al ,they fee vpon al , not only vpon Religious pedple but much mote y^^ 
Scculai people, t'nc more their Hues aic open to their aliauhs, and they Ic/Ie wane 

of them. So ti)at Rdii;ion doth not rayfc anencmicagainft thee, that \yas not tliy 

cnemic before, but doth minifter weapons, and courage, and counici to vvitn- 

ftand , and ain> to aHault him that was alwaycs thine , and eucrie bodies enemie. 

A. The rcafon therefore, why Religious people fecme fo endure harder en- 

NVhyRclU counters then others, is, becaufe when we begin firrt tocaft-vpour Spmiiuiac- 

iMouspcc- ,:ounts . and roconfidcr what we arc , and from whence wc come ,3nd wnctncr 

•■'-"- wcarcwalking .and (ina word) what woundsand fores we hauc '"/""^[^J ,' 

then we begin to fcclewehaue an enemie. Before , not becaufc we did not*. ^ 
our wound\ , therefore wc had none , but wc were wounded , and did notrcnca 
vpon it , whichof itfdf wasa very dangerous wound , and an euident ir^nc n 
onlyofblindne., but ofdeaih that hadfcazcd vs. Though ^vhat wonder en it 
be, if the Duiel doe not oppofc a man , when of his ownc accord *^<: S'"" '" J 
felfbounJintohis hands, and withoutcontradiaionycaldshunrelNns »'»"f' 
doth wl.a'f.cuerl.esvilhauehimtod^? But when he pctceauesamanfioao 

to wrca hinifclf cut of his iawes . then he fcts tohim with greater furic , i 
c rr., X. fugltiuc. VVhich'rX..r.oH'cxpreireth excellently welinthcfewordsiOtirtiKm. 
' ' *\vhilcwclcaacthislifc,Ubomcththcmorc-.ooucrthrowvs,thcmorcl»cicc$v 
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rcbcla^ainflt him; for he cares not for alTaultingth?, ofwh6 he finds he is in quiet ^; 
polTcOion : But againft vs he lifeth with tite grcatcrfuric , the more violently he is ^^ 
{hruft out ofourhart.as out ofthe right of his proper manfion-houfe. But that no 
man may be dantcd with thcfc his wicked attempts, let vs hcarc alfo w hat the fame 
5.C/<^orieaddcth a litlc afteriBut bccaufc ourmerciful God pcrmittcih vsto be pro- 
uedbytemptaiion, and not reproucd, according as it is written ( GotlnfA'.thf'lyWho ^-^"'"^'^ 
dm not fnjjer)OH i» l/e ttmfttd About ih4twhi(by»H avfdble, hut wU wa/ifdlf' with temftu^ " 
ti$niffut filial you mny be 4bln$ full aynt) hcdothfpecdily fuccour vs vviihthehclpof " 
hisconiforts , & abates the edge of temptation which rifcth againll vs, & calmctli " 
uith inward peace the motions of our thoughts, tlutbeate one againfl an other, " 
And prcfcntly our foulereceaueth great ioy of the Celeilial hope, becaufc it hath " 
abiJcd the brunt, that with rcafon we may fay of a mantliat is thus tempted and " 
ddiiicred : He .</;4//ff /»i/j(e»«fx«/M<i«»j Andagaine : llefretdhisfonle^thjfirtH/n^ht " 
nui^ot'itUlhuUion ^iutUuin^ t/r^hi fee light. Thus fayih 5". G/f^or/V, excellently to " 
ilicpurpofc. " 

5, I oiiftcn)ptations were gouerncdonly by the malice of the Diuel, that l.e •icmc i- 
niigi)iallaultvs, when, and how often, and how violently he lid hinifclf, wthad ti. n ' ., 
great icafon to be afraid oft hem. butfeinghe cannot fo much as m>uchisfingar '"^^.k :l/ 
a^ainilv^vnlcllcGodgiuchimlcaue, wc cannot doubt but hisinfinit Gaodnes, ^'''^• 

out of the louc & prouidcni care he hath ouer vs, wil r> temper al .iflaults according 

to the proportion of our Qicngti),'iiat wclhai not be tempted not only abouc it, but 

not fo farre as wc arc able to abide. For, as 'i.Hpbrtm fpcakingof this bu(ines fay th: ^ Ft!,yt»i. 

Ifmtn ^l{uo\\nii^\9linlt AS ihfy iht^Cdnthfctnienotwnbfia'idtne^yhoW^yeJt 4 biiuien 4 Icafl f'^P-"""- 

ij able to carnr^ as for tXAmplr^ * fwn/f , «r 4 cammtl , and l9*d tbtm accor ling to I'lC mtA» 

JHrcef ihtiirfotai:, ij 4poticr iVhiu hcframtihii vejjd yf^uoWes /;«w/««:; he nioltjue it in 

th loHr/uce ^ thut It he Hit htirrtt y i{ be leaut tf toa ton^ y or fal in ^ttcts^ tf rool/fde ^and it 

f«rno vft i How much m«r( dtihO idyTfhoft W'ftdfiiK is iHJinit , l^tow what teinptai/ons 

*nd tndl titent Stide dofbiVArit tluf dtf, a fopUdfe him y4nd permits no grcdttT tefJrport 

ihtm , then is for their profit ? 

6, Which being fo, we haue not only nocaufcto fcare , but much rcafon to Tcni't.i- 
rcioyce, becaufc, as I fayd, there comesnoharmeto thcfcruants of God byilufc lionsMo- 
tcmptations » but great benefit. For as Caf^un wiitcth , by them wc find by cxpc- '"•»'''' 
riciicc , that wc alwaycs rtand in need of the help of God,& confcqucnt ly wc per- ^"'^ ^ ' ■*' 
fcucrin prayer , wccal vpon him, wcgiuc notourfducs toHoath and idlcncs , wc '' 

keep our cullomc & pradifcs of vectuc, Si of fighting againfl our enemies, wherag 
oltimcs (as lie fpcaketh) whsm aduerfttie conld ritt iniewepr^ fentntit <^ pr»fptfitith0tt9 
♦Wfrrl^roivwr. This is therefore thcbcnefitvvhich wc rcapcby tcntptatioo , that as a 
horfc that isihoiv.* and lulof mettle, makes notwiihlianding more fpced if he be 
fpurrclvp, ihcnotijcrvvircjSothcfcgyids, which the Diucl giiics Religious peo- 
ple, feme to put mc tic into them, ^ make ilicmrunnc with more fcruour to ch<ir 
prayers, to be more tiili.'.cnt in mortifying tlulfclucs, moiccager iu punilhing thi it 
oodles, & morcpeifcctly toapply thcmiclucseoihcpiatftifcof al kind of vcrtuo. 
7.VVhichbencfit being fogrcar,what rcafon hauc vvctof«iceteni;ytations, or to ^^^^^ ^.^^ 
f)iunf^ckc-i.;i6inrc.;ardofthe^bccaufcwcarcindangerofycaldingtoihD.'Tfuc ■.-..tlicn 
ioukcvp6nuifduesonly,& vpoourencmics.nod^ ubt but wchaut great cauft 10 j ;.wn.i v^. 
fcarcibut if wclookc withal vp6 the hdps which wc hauc fro hcaiic.wc haue caufc 'V- ^f- j- 
to fay confidently with thePj.ophci; Ifarmitsfldudjcainiime, ^yhuri w.lntflrurt, 
' • '' NNN I This 
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This was once Hjcwcd lo one of theancicnt Fathers, vvhofc name yNtTtTT 
For being forcly artaultcd with ccmptaiion, he w ent to ihe Abbot /W,„ !1T\\ 
hira ofthcdimcuhics and combats which hcendurcd. /M^f bcinc a wife i 
(landing man, firftcndeauoured to comfort him with rcafons , and faylnei^ r 
the holic Scripturci and then leading him out of his Ccllc,bad him looketoT \ 
tJic Weft , where hcfaw a muhitudcof DiucJs , fierce and terrible marching 
were a«i.ift him; then he bad him looke into the Eaft,& there he fiw infin . n.?'' 
bers ofblcHcd Angcjsas bright as ihcSunne,in array toaffift him.K«.w,/JS 

that .s trur, which S, l.h„ fay th : He,s^,ea,o who is in ys , thtn/jcthMUs inrh mil 
,,,. 8 And we.nay adde , that they that are for vs . are not only farre morei« 
Icth number, but fofarrc beyond the others inftrength and power , that t!«|«ftf 
them 1 ? able alone to dcfcatc and put to route al the damned crew of Hcl • btcaJr! 
ours hght not wicli their owne ftrength , but with the power and ftrcngth of GoJ 
And moreoucr God doth not only fend his .^«^./x to comp,(jt,htm rounUw ^i, 
U.rt hm J but he h.mfelf defcendeth to affift them . as King D.u,d tcllc.h vj 
^^'\^o had often experience of it : Het^f;^cihhnrve^f,ns Aud Mr^Aofi-htfor v$ L 
slmmb.imox^tS4ndd,fl>nfa^^ Utmulnplyvh hlUn.mfnd mfJkh 

them. Andyethewil nothaue vs Htftil, and be idle, and doe nothing, while be 
ouercomcs our enemies for vsi for that were not foglori(.us neither for himnor 
tor vs •, But he giues vs, feeble and wea Ice creatures as we are , power and coutaw 
to oucrcome, not one as Da^.d while he wasa li(tlc one. but manic cJ. 
which IS more honourable both for him and vs. He ttMhtth.ur h^mh lo ^um,'^m 
tin^4ruo tfe combat. He puts cur M,wes 4sa bo^v •fbrafjf, and makes them that they are 
neucr wearic. lU ^rds vs ^rith vtme , and ddateth oHr(leps , thatwe may pnfJt m 
emm.cY'dapprehejidfhm , andnot turne b^kM Wr brufe tlnmas d.fl btfJthtf.H 
the mnd. How eahc therefore is It to ouercome , hauing fo powerful a help ? And 
afltre" ''"''''' ' ''''"'° ^S'"' ^''"^ thcvidlorieonour /fdeijfo 

,..j,, 9- ^"tbfj^'!«thereftrongfuccours,wehaueairotheaduantai>eofthecround 

. .!,c place whcron we fi^^ht. It IS wel knov^ nc u hat diftcience there is in figiuing vnon eucn 

ot combat. .gtound,orfromah.gncrorlowcrfcate. Secular people thatcncountertheDiuel 

inthcworldfiojit with a great deale ofdifaduanta-e ofplace-, for thcworldisa 

nipp"'ckindoffoyle,whereamancanhauenofootin.^.pefteredmoreouerwith 

often gufts of wind , & other encumbrances, which make the field very difaduin- 

tagious for them. Religious people fi> as it were from a high Tower i for the 

^tate itfcif IS like a To wer , both in regard of the eminencic of it , & of thcftrong 

fortifications which are about it ; fo that they are both defended from the enemies 

mot . & haue better meanes to of!end their enemies as being aboue them. 

OircAion J '^* ^'."5,^'y'^^<^''.s«ouspcoplchaucanotherprerentreniedic,&ageneraUnti- 

ofSupc. , ^^^.K*'"'^/''cmptations,towit,thcirSupcriours&Gouernours,whonotonIy 

riour. , and "f 'ohd reafon, & counfcl, & prudence arc alwaycs at hand to releeue them i but 

ST" °;,""«'^''»P"^.h,& I may fay moft commonly , that nofooncr canateinptiiion 

tion? rf ''y;^7?"'^^°f«^^f"'»butinamomentit vanifhcthaway.andis defeated. A 

wonder^il thing ! & doubtles if there were Phyfitians for the bodie , that could 

cure a dilcafc u ith only looking vpon it , how would they befought to , & eftee^^ 

nicd.> But that which cannot be done in the bodic, is dayly fcen in the difcafcjof 

the 
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chem.ndsrandal^Mr tualWntersarcw.tnesof^ »ndparticululy r-/?u«(aman c./r c.l 4 
vciyvvcl to be credited m this kind )fayth. that it-was a general praaifcoFthe an c f *' 
ciciu Fathers, to teach their fubiefts and difciples , neucr to ccncealc the bufic ' 
thou,,lusoft!ieir harts, but prcfendyrolay them open to thcirGoucrnourc fo 
fooncasthey began to bud rand that whofoeuer did fo, could neuer be ci^ciun 

(jcmcdvviihthecraftiedeuifesoftheEnemiVAndthiswhichO/?M„deJ'ueicth r. ,. i,» 
daylie experience , as I fayd , doth much more proue to be true, and oftimes it 
ii.ipncth,that not only by declaring thetemrtntion, but by the veric refohition to 
declare it and lay it open, it is v.mquilhcJ, becaufethc Encmie is one that do<h 
tml, iMtttb light, dudcMnnot abide light ; that is, the eye and countenance of a Su- 
periour. 

If. But not to ftand too long vpon a thini; that is fo euidenr, wc wil flicw briefly 
that they that iiue in the world , arc farrc more expofcd to the allaults of the 
Encmie, then they that line in Religion. For al temptations life of one of thefe 
three cau/cs , to wir , cither from ourfclues , that is , out cf our ownc weaknes 
aiidcorruprion ior from outward things, which reprefentcd to our fenfcs fol Three 
iicite vs to dchre them ; or finally by the fuggcftion of the Diuei. Al tiiefe three ''"^' ''" 
mix necdsbe farremore violent , anddangerous in Secular people thenin Ke '*^"^ir'^""» 
lig.ous. For If vvefpeakeofinfirmitic. who can make anicqieftion; who beilKScahr 

ot Spirit, ful of euil habits , their paffions ftrong in t hem, and they fo firte from '"^^'^ 
cndcauourmg by care and diligence to bridle them , thatrather ciuing way vnto ^"'''''^• 
t^icm, they f lengthen them dayly more and more. Ai the care on the other ride of 
Religious people ,,s to mortify e thcmfeiues j Mortification is the fi.ft thini? they 
bc^m w.th , Mortification ,s that which they plyc continually al their hfe,& pui- 

S|.r. , and confcquemly nothing, for matter of Spirit, can be more ftrong then a 
good Religious man. ^ 

IX. Now vvhatoutvvardoccafions oralluieincnts can annoy a Religious hfe 
uherethere.s fuchconunual watch & ward kept ouer vs? our yes, &Ta7 nd r .n r 

?;L"sS^ 

me fog.irded,that no hurtful thMi.^cancomeneercvs.SecuIar people ftidcon- Religion, 
t nually .js it wcrein the inidft of the aames.feing.&hearing,&:pe;petua! traffic- 
king with th >fe things wh ch are euil in themfelues , or prouLke^ m n to eu^ • 
orwhichreafon the Prophet fayth : DeatircotnestnbytheLd.r^rs^Scla^^^^^^ 
n an,c w.ndowes as we haue Senfes. So that in this alfo there i, no compariL 

i^rlic third headistheSuggeftionof the Diuel.TheDiueJsarehket/.eeue;i& 
vhomdoethceuesmoft fet vpon> Vpon them that they may robbeas often & « 

c fi.y as thev Wil ,or vpon them th at make head aoainft them,«. nK>ft CO 
g« from them without anie lofle,& oftncr yet with gaine ^benefit to themfe]ue$> 
a man haue two enem.es,& one of them be a coward. & neither haue anie rhinc 
t)defcndhimfclfwitha!,nor skil at hi$weapon,&confequently muft needs uoc 
Dy tncworftateuerie flight encounter; and the otherbewel armfd.vvatchful & rL""?'"''* 

nnl-^Vr/' •''/''' r^ f ^"'^^ "^r. dangerou% fet vpon> And thus Imblc 
't hapneth with thofe infernal fiends ; whom Abbot Ifldore ( as ValUus wiiieth ) 
«"y hkcneth to dogs, that lye about the flumblcs i for as long as there is anie 
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thine for thcni.they hant the place \ but when the fhainblcs arc fliut vp ©r if h 
be often beaten away vviih good dry blow«s , and that tiicy Cannot gct*wh3itV' 
come for, they appcare there no more. *' 

1^. Thcfc therefore arc the grounds, vpon which wc may iuftlypc,f • 
ourfclucs,ihatamanis with lefTe danger of his foule, and not fo often tempted 
Religion , as in the world i and that the temptations which doe arifc agaiJl vs "" 
Religion , arc fo eafic to be ouercomc, and withal (o beneficial vnto vs , that il "* 
be waiicofbcingouer-confidcntofourfclucs, wc "lay fay, they are raihcc to be 
dcHrcJ andvvilhcdfor. 




Anatifxcr to thcm,thit[iiy:U is ugAtrjJl nature ^ to Hue 
njnder an other. 

C II A p. XIX. 

l^ttJ^4i^lf^ Mong al the difficulties which a ReIii',ious conrfe hath more 
in iliew then infubftanccj fomc apprehend mod, to be ahvjyts 
at an other's command , aUvaycsto depend vpon another's \vi!; 
bccaufe they perfwade themfelues , that libcrtie and frccdomc 
to doe what a man wil,is mod agrcahle to nature ; and to de- 
pend vpon an other, is, in a manner, to be a flaue. 
1. This errour aymcs at the verie throat of Rcli mimi , and laycs fic/e 
to the Ciitadel. Wherefore , that we may viterly root it out , we inuftfirll 
confiJcr , what Libcrtie is , and how natural it is to Man. For a man that 
ihil think, tliat men are borne fo free , tliat they may doe wljatfocucr comes 
in their fancic , and what they lift, and be bound to no Law nor Siipcriour, 
is might'ly deccaued. For V. ^u^ufhn fayth very wcl in one of his tpiftlrs, 
fpcaking of the true ioy and happincs of Man : Fiifl conli.Jcr , w' ether a 
bodie may yeaUito them, that wil hauc that man happie, thu hues according to 
liis ownc wil. God forbid we flimld beheuethis for truth ; for , what iHic ssil 
liuc wickedly? is henot vncontroulably the moremifecablc, tlic uK.rc c;(ily bis 
wicked wil may be fulfilled? They alfo that without know!cdv',c of the true God, 
haue giucn themfelues to Philofophic, hauc deferuedly hilled out this opinion 
out of their Schooles. For one of the cloqucntcft of them fayth : Behold others, 
not Philofophers indeed, but nimble DifputantSjfay.that al are happie, that line 
according to their owne wil. But this is falfcj for to hauc a mind to that which 
is not ficiin;;,is moft miferablp. Anditisnotfomiferablc,not to bring thydcfire 
to pafTe, as to bring that to paffc, which thou fliouldft not. Thus fayth V. ylufufit, 
And jlrijloflt endeauouring to fet downca perfeftformcofaCommon-wcalih, 
doth giuc fpccial aduife to rooic out this common errour , which raiines fo 
much among men, who, becaufc they make account that libcrtie confifteth in 
doing what they lift, wil haue euerie bodic liuc as he pleafcih , and doc wim 
hethin'csgoodiandfiyth: Iris amoftfalfc fuppofition , becaufc to liuc accor- 
ding to law, is not flaueric, but fafetic. 



1, VlHUfch^ an excellent Moralift, writeth to the fame cffc^-, that they vim Idt 
that of children cone to man's cftatc , if they bc-wd aduifcd , ought to make ^udn. 
account, that they hauc not fliakcnoff, but changed their Tutour. For in 
ftccdof a man , whom they hirei before with wages , or bou;^ht with their [^^;7''y"''" 
money , they haue now a Diuine gouernour of their life, to wic , i{tal»n : and to Vutmlr.* 
obey it , is to obey God i and they that obey him , arc the onlic free-men. For 
they only liuc as they lift, who hauc learned to defircwhatthcy ought. Vnrca- 
fonablc thoughts and fancies are but alhaddowof falfe hbcrtie, and bring much 
repentance. 

4 Scin- therefore Heathen Philofopherscoulddifcouer thus much ; we haue 
much more reafon to perfwade ourfelucs the fame , in regard that the properties 
of our nature, which they could not fo weldiue into, doelcadc vs vnto it. For if We are m^ 
Man by nature had no Superiour, he might lawfully liuc as he lift himfelf, and it rurally 
wcienatnialforhimtodocfo;andd(.i»\g fo, helhouldliuc a picafant life , and vndtrGod. 
without it bcmifcrable-. But fcing we haue Goti abone vs , who created vs , and 
to whom confcquenily by the lawes of Nature we arc fubicc't, our ownc natuial 
inclination Icadcs vs tofubic(fiiontofoSoueraignc a Dciiie.tofcruchim, and to 
humblcourfclucs and al our anions vndcr him. V. ^h^m/Zi/i tcachcth this cxprclly; s. ^u^ ia. 
an 1 toproueit,gioundcth himfelf inihe commandment, which God layd vpon ,U t;Kji. c. 
our firft Father. /iW^w, to abftayncfrojn the forbidJcfiuit.In which precept (fayth u. 
S.^ii^ttflm) Obedience is commended vnto vs-, which vertuc in a icafonab.c 
creature, is as it were the Mother of Vertucs, and prcfcruer of thcin, feing the na- 
lureofit is, co make it beneficial, tobefubiccltoGod, and pernicious to doc a 
man's ownc wil, and not the wil of him that created him. 

5, Butfomc bodie vvil fay: What freedomchath Man,if hcbetyed alwayes, Volnma. 
and in althings,to doe the wil and commandment ofGod? This is our freedomcj nly to be 
not to goucrnc ourfclues after our ownc fancie , but voluntarily to embrace the f*.'^''^"^ "> 
v.'il of God, voluntarily topcrformc it. Stocks, and Stones, and brute 13cafts, and ^/^^jlj^'/,',"^ 
al things arc gouetncd by God's diredion, but bccaufe they haue no knowledge ^ '' "'"*'* 
oUt, they cannot voluntarily apply themfelues to follow it, which makes alio, 

that they are neither capable of njcrit nor reward. 

6. This pcrfwafion therefore and dcfire of being Maifters of ourfclues , and 
Lordsat our ownepleafure,being taken aw ay.the matter is not fo great, whether J„J' "'',!," 
God goucrne is immediatly by himfelf, or by his Subftitutes i fpecially fcinj; he cjod .;o' 
alwayesgouernesvsfoby others, as himfelf alfoaflfifteiii and dircclcth both then) ticmcs nn- 
andvs.iuhiswilandpleafure.Sowc fceinCittiesand Kingdomcs,al the labour "iCiliitly 

is to bring them to acknowledge the King their Soueraigne. When they hauc ^"j^^'''^ 
once acknowledged him, it is alone to them , whether hedeliuer his commarjds 
inpcrfon.orby hisOfticcr. Andconfcc]ucntlyit is euident.ihnt asn.ntiral as it is 
fotMatuobefubjcatoGod,and toReafon( which is asit wcrcaraye of light 
procctdini;fr<)m God) fo natural is it for him to be fubleCt to another man in pl.jcc 
of Cod , and if it be natural, it cannot be p.iyncful or troublefomc, but muU ne- 
ccllatily be bothcafie and picafant. . ry - 

7. And if wc wil yet more particularly rcfle<rt , what it is, that cafts'ihis Dt(\i:tci..c 
mid before thecyes of fome, wcflial find that it is, bccauf^. they cofourul fcruile ,"'',■5'^'^" 
obedience or fubieaion , witii this which is honourable and fiec , drawnc ,. j r^,, 
into errour by an outwird kii\J of rcfcmbUncc, which is betwixt them , and <i...K.,.oa. 
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therefore actribuic the difficulties and the odioufncs of the one to thTTT 
Wc mud thcicfore informe omfelucs of the maync dillancc which i$ b^ • 
them, in rcgardboth of plcafure and digniiie. And we may take our inform"''*' 
from ^nMf, who telleth v$ . that there be two kinds of goucrnmcnt '''' 
.. of adommcering fafliion . & thfe nature of it is, that a Lord of this humo'ura^* 
„ mcs chiefly & dircdly at his o wnc bcncfir, & regards the benefit of the fubiedb'^" 
>. accidcniaily, as the benefit of the fubie^ redounds to himaifo i the other is Ok* 
. noinical, as a father gouernes his children, a man his wife i in which coniraiiwiri! 
,. the Supcrio'jr attends diredlly to the benefit of the fubieftAtohisowncaccidfn! 
« tally , bccmfc it falleth ou: Co . that the fclf-famc is beneficial to himfcif • a$ Z 
^^ MaiUcrofa Ihipor Pilot , as fuch, doth firft& chiefly takecare for the fafcrjc of 
TUto d, the pallcngcrs , and of his owne accidentally, becaufc he is alfo a paflbnccr UtC, 
''/^^. arc^,^///.i/r^o.vnew>rds.AndP/4/ohaththclikcdircourrcofaCommV.wca" 
r ^fl* ^'jfphc"^^* ^avth he, in as much as he is a Ihcphcaid.attendcthtothc btncfil 
•' of his fl.jck , an.!noct->hisovvnc-.for hisbufinesistofeethat that, whichisinhis 
culV.dic,bc lightly ordered : So he that bththcgouerningof mrn,aymcihatno. 
thmg but the ^ood of themthat arc vndcr him. By which we may eafily fee vndtt 
The power which ofthcfc kinds a Religious State is to be ranked. ' 

hunch ^' ^^"^^^ '^ themire apparent, becaufc not only thepower, which is in force 

&of luli- f'^o^o i^cligious people, but al die power which Chrift our Sauiour hath 
gioni»Oc- left m his Church , tends to the bcneht, not of him thit hath it , but of the 
conom.cal. fub.ca. Which our Sauiour himfcif, who is Authour of this po>vcr, gauc vi 
iHc. it.t;. to vnderiUnd in thefe words : The Kings of tht Gentils auturult than , 4ndtf>t) 
fljAi haut pam vpon them . art cslleJ BtneficiM j buty^u not /i ; ht he //«< is num 
^uernj.i. ^m.ng ,,w , Itt b,m become 4s the yngtr -^ 4nd he that ts the leader , as the mvtt, 
' • ; Vpon which words S. Bernard wiiteth thus to Pope Euj^enms : Tiiis is the forme 
^ giucii to the A;>oftle$;dominee'^ing is forbidden, they are bidden toniiniftcri 
and a is commended vnto them by the example of the Law-makcr, who pre- 
31 I. i.de ^^"'Jy ^"^^^^'^ • ' '*'" '" ^'^' ^""^(^ •fyo** . *•' '« f^*f mitifftreth. And the fame S. Btr- 
Csff.c.i. "'^'^^ . i'l an other place, likeneth this kind of authoritie to the power of a 
Steward or a Tutour. For the farme , fayth he, is vndci: the Steward , and 
. the Yong-maiAcr vndcr his Tutour , and yet neither is the Steward Lord of 
.. the farme, nor the Tutour Mailler of his Maifter. And addeth : Be thou thcre- 
.. fore oucr others fo , as to prouidc, to aduife , to take care, to prcfcrue ; bt 
.. ouer others , to benefit others. Be ouer others as a faithful Seruant .whom 
-. the Maifter hath appointed ouer his familic i whit to doc? To ciue them food 
in feafon ; that is , to difpenfc , not to be imperious. If therefore this which 
i'. Bernard deliuereth , or rarher which our Sauiour hath left ordered in his 
Church , be the model of al Ecclcfiaftical lurifdiaion , how much more doth 
the fame hold in the gouernment of Religious houfcs, fcing both of them flow 
from tiic fame head , and the reafon , and ground , and vfc of them , i* 
equal in both , and the manner of Religious profcflion rcquireth morcouer 
with much jrreater reafon , this kind of humble proceeding i He there- 
lore that hath command ouer others in ReHqion , is not Maifter, but Ser- 
in nri Mc atten-ls vpon al their neceflitics both of bodic and foule i this if 
al his employment day and night •, in this he fpcnds al his thoue.htf and 
cnUeauours. And againc S, Bernard cls-wherc fayth , that tlvc bufines of 

fpiiiiual 



O f aRilIcIovs 8t a t e. lib, UK (^f>, Xi X. 491 



fpiritualGouernours is likctothat ofPhyficians, wholy diiccrcd r »thcl.elpof 
their Piiicnts, And in another place he ililcs them MotbiTs, at.d cxl.oitcth them 
(0 their dutie in thcfc wotds: lorbeare llnies\Uyepfn join ted/ts : (il pu) btt^lU wnh 

mlk: ^" ^^^"^ "*' /^^''' Wifbarrof^ancie. 

g, Scingtiiereforeal the power which is in Religious Orders, is intended for 
ilic benefit of the Subicd, whaLfollowes, but thatitniuft needs be as natural, 
and as dclighlful,to Jiue vndei fuch a power, as it is natural aiul plea/ing co cuci ic 
kodic to fecke his ownc benefit? And what llinl wc need to (land ' athcring inanie 
^(.yccsforit, fincca Heail\tn I'iiilof.phcr, and one of thcgicatcft wits among 
thcnijfcanningthe principles of Nature,aucircth it. With ibn dijue cj /{ntwUdsn of 
IfKi/.faytli iie,rj (Coy*,^ 4 lUjnfoi Somidi^tieitt ;[o tliAiamwdvfel framedbyHaiute 
yfilnttlvMint^lj obej hut him /hatinjitkRfl'^ or teacheily or cemmandcih luflly and Icoaliy^ 
ftr tH- benejil of the f Artie. In \'vi5;cii llntcncc ( whaifocuer we may thiukoJ ilic 
£rflpartofit) wc cannot ccrt.iinly bnt aJiuitc inchc fecond,ho\v a Heathen , as 
I rayd,& a man plunged in pride and ambition, could by ihc li;;fu of nature <ic- 
liucr , that, when we fpeake ofinllructing and tcachiiij;, or anie other coni- 
moditie redounding to ouifelucs , it is not only not repugnant 10 Nature for 
one man to obcv an other, but nwft agrcable to N.ituic. 

10. Al whicli isyetniorccuidcnc in the light which wc Chiiftians hauc. For 
wc fee the like order fctlcd among the blcflcd Angels-, for fomc of them haue 
prchcminence oucr others, and their veric nature wss ord lincd fo by God, and 
the fame confirmed afterwards in the (laicof Gracc,which he gauc tlicm.And Di- 
uincs deliuer, that the likchad been with mcn,if they bad continued in theftaic 
of Innoccncle. Wherupon S, Thowashixh thisdiicourfe, that the ftate oflnno- 
(cncicbcin;'.frcefromalmircrie& imperfe<ftion, could not haue admitted of that 
kind of SupcrioritiCjby wl.'.cii oncmaketh vfeof an otlicr man for his ownc in- 
tci eft , becaufc it is a fcruile kind of thing, and fubic(fttoinuci) niifciic.B.it as for 
tiicS'u'i'Crioiiticwhiclnscunentamongthcm that are frcc-bornr, directed to tlic 
«;ofu' a:,il benefit of themthat arc fubic^t, there can be nti doubt, but it fliould hauc 
I rtn in vfc in that flaie, becaufc it is a comclie and wcl-bcfccining thing, & good 
fvit J. rtn ihat obey, 

ir. Tlionghwh) docweftand rcafoning the matter fo lonj; , fince we fm J i)y 
fxj :ricnccronuniein thcwrrld , that for a final gaine, i-i inlinfc of :omc little 
prcicrnicnt, voluntarily fcl away tlicirlibcrtie? H >w manic (ciuc for daylie,or 
Ritnthlic, (,r ycat lie v.'ages ? Others liucinamorc honouiablc feriuce, but yet 
fcruc,in hopcof greater rewards, and way tefo diligently vpon fomc great man or 
otiicr.t'nd are fo tcndic at eueric cal.fo obfequiouSjfo ware liful, that nappie were 
itforRelIgiou5pcople,lfthcy could be as quick, aiu'.chcarful, and h'udio in obcy- 
ing,asthc'y are. Shal \vC fay, that they alfo doe what they doe,againft nature and 
a.ainftthchiirei'If thcydid , they would nrtgo fo wii!iii.,ly ami fo diligcnrly 
about it, nor be fo ambitious of fuch r !nces,nc»r pai t wit h fo muc.'i msr.cy for the. 

.1 1. If therefore it be natural and eafic for ih.tm to fcrue afici this manner, bc- 
C3t;rccucrie bodic doth namrally (tcl.c his ov.nccotnnKuiiiic ; .md that whicli is 
.Tenable to n3tnic,c.inn(t but bcc.lic, why Ihoiild not the cnfc I c the fame witli 
Rclijjous people? or rather br!:fi , b\ h >\v much tlic icward.v iiichfccular fcr- 
untsivpc for, is bntftn.'l, and r>ci:l',fr ('nial Ic noi ccr':ain-, F.eli^^iuus people 
^Ciuc vpon hopes oUncicuialitvviJid and hapinncscucrlaltin^. 
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^ ij. ndidcs tliat.thc/ that feme iiulicWoilJjfcruevponfarrc harder;,., 
(irft bet .ufc they fubiecft thcmfclucs to tn other man , who in nature is but'ilif"* 

^'^ equal, fccondly, bccaufc mens fancies and aftcctions are fovncertain and yatiou 
tiut i»f:iniC5 wc mud labour manie ycarc^ before \vc can creep into their fauour- 
and when wiihiiniclidirticuitie and nianit ycaics wayting we hauecoiji ifj* 
loft a;ainc in a moment , witliouc anic fmlc of ours » only vpon the othcr'i 
f incic. It is not fo in the (cruicc of God. For tq attend vpon God, and to bcliji 
fciuanr,i? thcgrcitelllioiioui iruhcvvoild, an iionour for King?toaymcaf,and 
fcruingGHl,\vcobcyRcar)n,a:idrule()urrclucsby that l^ule, which initfclfijfo 
fti.iyiaiidrc;conll.n)tuicii.^l, thatwc iiauc notliiUj; tollandinfcarcof, butlcaA 
ucouilchi'.s depart from if. 

t 14. Fortliisisccrtain.and wcmuft neiicrlctitgocoutof onrlhoupJlr,tha^Re- 
li^iv)us pcop e ferucnot Man, as he is Man,but fcruc God, and arc fubied tonicn 
only as thc\ bcare tiic placcof G :d. VViuch iscuidcnt out of iheforme ohkll 
Vowcs , whitluyctluhcm, n< ttoanic maniiuint;, but to God. Andaswccii 
our part doc vo.vourfclucs to l)im,l"o lie for his part ncucrlayes a/idctiiccafCof 
goucining v<:, n<u dotljeiur put vs oucr co.inothcr fo, as to forfakc vs; botqc- 
ucmcih and inicth vs. and Icndctii vs , and cailcih vs back, wiien lie plcafctl;; 
accor.Jiir; t-i ih.c pioinilc \\ hiJi i:C luu^Ic t » his ApolUcs : lie thit hedrc'^yn^ 
l-jtv'" »'■: , lo that to conclude , as it \i not ag.iinll the nature ci Man to 
« '. f V Gwil , \ii\[ ratiicr ini;iaUc\i and in-bred in nature ; fo nciil-.cr is it 
;i.;ainfl luitnc to obey that inin , uhomlocucr God hath appointed in l)i$ 

I iacc , aiid wiiom we haiic no other tcafon to obey , but bccaufc wc behold 
C.rul i,t liini ; and ccnfcq'ientlv it cannot only not be hard to conformccut 
wil'^ in this inanwcr to the Diuinc wil , but mufl needs be more cafic and 
M) ic picafaiu t!icn to follow our owiiC wilj. Which 5', /Jc77»(<r<^ makcth 

' a c )U .t to be io true , tliat l.c faith , it is a veric flauciic to fnllow cut 
s'.vnc V. 11, and a very hard tavk. And to this purpofc he applycs that faying 

• ol our Sa lioui : (<jtft: vm *f>r , a'. )(n nnt arc hurcientd with the hard fciui- 
I'i' . f } ' lu . wr.c , or of an (HJitr's wil, and Xcu s'al f-rid u(l o \ ur fikl('\ 
, ' ■; ■>,.'•;; ,'' ed, lor by how mu h the (; >'„'tu-'; of Co.\ is fuictcc and 
r.i ic a::" -Ic t!icn anic nrn , fo miuli fwcctor alio is iiis yoak,ihcn what- 
1' V. ..i yo.il: bc!i 't.. 

I'^j. And li:hcito.\c h.nic hcld-onour difcourfc, as if in Relii;iou$ Obedience 
tluic wcic a '<iiidoHcru:ni Iv', ho-.-, focucr wc plcadc that it isbotliatniablc, ho- 
nouiablc, andfutablc t (NiiUiC. Now wc wil li»cw,that there is no manner of 

II -ncoffcruitudeinit.bu: tiuc and pcife^il liberric. For whatislibcitic/Toliiic 
as a min wil himlclf. \\.\> tiicitforc be they tiiat liucas they wil thcuifduci? 
wick:.! pcojilc, or thry h.a. be i; )i tl and vprii;ht ? Lcc vs hcaic uhit SJUrmtd 
fjyth.^i'.ic oucuniimaii : A k-: ;i:.ic(,l't!Kn) that witha hait vnf;tiabkgapcafur 

• 1 ayncaiui Iudc,wha:hc ti/.;ik ;<jf ;hcin,tlut felal &giuc it to thepoorc.toj-ir.- 
c. n'c oy t!.:iie3ii!il!r fan, }.incc t'tc K in-dome of hcauen,I)octiicy wifely or i;<'-, 

■ rci-,\;;,; ..c wil fay, thry ^iv)C ;• i: Jy. Askc him a,;ainc, wl»y hcdorluioi liiinltl^ 
" i.'.i:-.' !.'i!:ccoin;5ic;.d:in anotiicr? llcanfwcrsil cannjt. Wherefore jbcaulc 
•• ihv !a :. . f.uinc -.wl n.)t lame , bv-caufc hcisnotfrce , bccaulc thatui.ichl'X 
' p alv.utn,i,noti.i ov.nc, nor hinil-lf is iii lifler of himlclf. If;hat uhi;l>tiiou 
i'lr , bo c.uiy ilrr.', , lay it oiu for tiiy tomnnditic y cxdian^e carthlic f f 

l.caiKi.''* 



KiLI«IOVt •TATI. Uh. \\L <^>. X/X. 49? 



Iieiuenlic thincs. If choO cinft not, confrllc , tint thou ait not maillcr of thjr 
aooey , but a flaue to it •, that ihou art not true ovyncr of ii, but doft wayte vpon 
jtco keepc it. And this whicli .V. InntiYil fayth of Auaricc, wc may fay alfo 
cf Luxnrie , of Gluttonic , of Anger , that they that are intanglcd in ihefc 
and other vices , arc not free-men, but il ucs : and moA of ajot Ambition, of 
which a Htathen authour wiiicih thus : Tti{c htuiofil:J>:e oj\^l'rit i font ia/;^t(h 
4W47 4 nun's ULertit , for whch 4t tiMr S^ mo tu^^llto p.tihc. 

%6, As therefore rd t' cfe arc Hants , bccaufc they cannct dr.c as they wil, 
but ire forced to doe as Vice wil haucthenj, which is a more llcarnc and more 
dilh .nourablc Maimer then anie man wii.alocucr , be he ncucr fo fauage and 
barbarous : SoconiraricwilV, he is truly frce.thai iiueth .iccurdin;.; to Vcrtuc. For 
thei;ood whicli he doih,he doth it not vnvvillingly,but w illin^Iy and chceifuliy: 
and receaucth and performeth the commands of his .Supcrhui s , or of liis Kulc, 
asif he did it naruially. For as u hen a man ditc^s a iraueller in his w ay , no man 
(an fivjiefocccthhinuonc that way, bccaufcthctraucllcrdchicth it more then 
iieii.atdircdshim-.Sow'ha'foeucrisfuggcfted to a Religious man in this fpi- 
ritualway and iourney ,ciLher by wordo'f mouth , or by vvriiio- , he taketii it 
asbchooful f<jr his ovvnc good and faluaiion , of which lie is mliiiitly tender. 
Which is the rcafon , why tlx Apcllle foyd : *i'/;^ Law is mtvhule for fU ,u(l mat,; 
not ( as S. /JtrM^rJcxplicaicth it ) that he muft Hue without law , but bccaufc 
he is not vndcr the law ; or (as Atiftotlc wiitcih ) bccaufc be is a law to 
himfelf, and carticth iiimfclf without law , as if he were vndei it. 

17. a. jfinhroje in one of his tpiftlcs handling this fubic<ft at large , pro- 
ucth it afcer this manner : He is free , that doth what he wil himfelf: now 
a iuft man , though he obey the law , or man , dc^th alwaycs notwiihlhii- 
ding what he wil hiuifclf , bccaufc he dtlircih the good wiiich is comman- 
dc.l, and cxccutcthit , not driuen vnto it by force of the outward command, 
but bv his owtic dcllie and inclination. So that what truer libcrtie can there 
be , then that which*Rcligi us people enioy ? hauin;; morcoucr this aduaii- 
ti/,c, liiat a) tiitir obligation and tye ( which is tlic cliicf thing that ftcmc5 
1 1 banc them of their libcrilc j comes by thtir ow ne citxtii n andlrce choycc} 
S ) that that , which S.^mbrofe fayth els-wheie, may be Utly fayd of them: 
Who wil Ihunoc Cluift, fciiig they follow him, that arc tycd in bends i bwt 
Vuluntaiicl'onds, whicli fet a man free, and doe notrclliaync biim. 

i\ And vpon the fame point 5". /]fr«4jr<y grounds a tlifcouife to his Monks, 
which I wd liter relate. For hauing layd load vpon the hardnes of this Re- 
hgious captiuitic , and fct it forth to the ttmoft , in regard that a man hafl- 
iiing,as I may fay, to tlic Iclllc of his ownc hfc in this world , and to the 
m rtifyin- of his ownc wil, puts his neck into the collar of Co i'\'^ut2 courfc 
of life, and calls himfelf into this hard prifon of Pennance ,hc rcleeuethihe»n 
aijainc with this folid comfort , that this fcruitudc were in.lced a moft mife- 
rable fcruitudc , if it were forced vpon vs , and not vohmtarily vndcrtaken. 
Bgt voluntarily facrificing ourfclucs to God , and no yhdcncc being offered to 
<ui- wils , but by our wil itfclf ; whaifoeucr we doe in this ninnner for God, 
tlioughncuer fohard and tovlrfotnc,i> ra.hcr to be tibyccd-at .nd v\tlcomcd^. 
<hcn thought on with conipalTun, 
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. 19. Finally S. jlur,,{\tn fayth plctfan.ly and rarely to this p^^i^XTrrT 

tadc is ful of bi«crncs,al that arc Wound in fcruilc condition rerueanH 
- at it. Fearc nor, that you dial ferae Aich a Maiftcr. Inhisfcruke thrrVnTr?""'* 

*• fighing,n'^"»"''miirm<T nn in/llonaf !r.n \t\. «.•-» I : ^ "'"Cmil bC, 

** though i 

" not ncccflitic, duc cnaruic icruetn. i nou art a lUuc and a hecman both tow T'^ 
" a fljue, becaufc thou art created i a freeman,bccaure God,who created thee i 
" thee; fcruc not murnmrinj : for thy murmuring vvii not make that thou ll/a!*°** 
•' ferue, but that thou fliftlt fcruc like a (l.iue. Thou art a fcruant of oar Lord f "^^ 
" chifed of our Lord : doc not fceke to be fo fet ac liberr ie , as to depart the hoiif'"f 




ig.nomurmuring, noindignation. Itis great happines to fcnieinthitlir** 
;h it be in fetters. The feruicc of our Lord is free ; The fcruice is free k ' 
cceflitic,butchariticfcraeth.Thouart alhuc and a freeman both ma. l * 
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" him that giaes thee thy frccdomc. Excellently wel fpokcn by S jtumdm a 
particularly where he obferucih, that al men arc fovndcr the commwd of r!I!l 

^t^batthni,.htheyrcmnc^^^^ 
be compelled to fulhl his w il whether they wil or no. For al things arei oncrnft^ 
by hiiii,nothir.gcfcapcs the mi-htic hnnd of his prouidcncc. Man therefore beh^ 
by nature and of neccfTitic a fcruant, how farrc better is it to ferae voluntarijv /t 
fo,that by his vcric fcruice he may be franchized to his great comfort for tin pre 
(ent.nncleuerlaamgrcwardforthctimeiocomc , then by rcpinin<> and ftub' 
bornly refuling to obey , to be forced to thar,which God out of his infinite wife* 
' d prouidcncc hath ordayned , aud hauc for his reward nothinp buifor! 

is worlii, and torments in the next > ° 
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AnanfiK>€rtothem^thatth'mk.n better to kcepe their wealth to 
in good n^'fes^ thc>j togiue it al away at emc. 

C H A P. XX. 

H E Diucl vfeth an other fallacic to diueir people fioni Rciyolif 
courfes , and it is foniuch the more dangerous . becaufc it^ir- 
riethacolourofdeuotion. For he wil needs perfwadc them that 
It is better and more profitable for faluation . to kecjC their 
wealth , fcini; God hath giucn ft them , then to ca(t it away 
al atoncc-, that they may be alaayes doin^ fon.egood decdor 
other, rpeciallyforrelichcof the poorc, whom our SauiouVdoth fo particular- 
Jy commend vnto vs.ihat in the latter day of Iudi:emcnt it ffcmcswefhal reccauc 
our doomc,accordmg as wc hauc dealt with ( ur Neighbour, and relicued him in 
IJ^Y^eccljii.cs fccc!ingthchungrie,cloathinn the naked, comforting the fick, 
•tua vidnngtlicmiha; arcinrcllraynt. VVheras Religion vt:erlydifabicrh a man 
yinj aujc. fti.cfcg'od deeds; both bcciufeitbringeth vs toextrcmiiicof 
H-, Midair^ takcth away our libcrticifoihit a Religious man, thpugh he 
'Mouai 1. jiic.nnr>!roc*oeanicihingin this, kind, yci he cjnnord<c it, vnlcifehtf 
ftiUiiauci,accorJcntcfhisSuperiour,ai.dhispariicuJar Jnlli:uic allow of ir. 

And 
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And for proof out of natural rea Ton, w^r//?»//« atfirmeth , that ric.i.c< fsonctf j.ic ,,,-,/ , 
beftmc.ms to makeamanhappic, and furnifluth h'imwith plcmitul cccaHoncf i-ih.c. 
vcrtuc. 

2. Thcfckind of arguments arcthe ftrcngihofthispartie, inuoluin.»doubtles 
manie dangerous errours. For firft theadminiftrationof a temporal cliaie is ac- M.inici 
companicdwith fo manic offences of God , that the offences doe farrc furpaffcal <^c"ii!<-. 
the good that can be done with it. Pride, and haughtines, andfiecdonic.andoc- ^''j^' '^ 
cafionandopportunitiecffinnc,arealvvayesvvayting vpon it. Andif ti'.crc were 't„„',"j||'' 
nothingcls, the veiiediftradionofmind, andlhe withdrawing of our thoughts cfiJtt. 
from fpiriiual things,and the nayling of ihem to that w hich is bafe and carti>]ie,is a 
great misfortune.^. Gy^^g^rj^ (excellent in deliuering the Moral fcnfe of Sci ipture ) 
difcourfing of the calamities of holic /o^, and how the ChMAdns diuided int j 
threetroupcsfcl vpon his Camels, fayth, thatthc ChdU^<^tns fignifycihe Diuels, 
the Camels (futing in fomc things with ihcbeafts that were accounted clcanc,and 
in fomc things with the vncleanc )fignifye a wcl-difpcnfing of temporal gucHJi. 
Foreucricbodic(fiythhc) that hath care of adminiftting earthlie things, df-tli s Cry^ 1 
lye more open to Jtlic darts of the hidden Encmic. He ftriueth to doe fomc tilings ^^r i*. 
prouidently, and oftimes, while he iscateful futtlcly to forcfee that which is to 
comc,i>e ouerfecthat vnawares the harmes which are prcfcnt. Oftimes being " 
fl..\v in performing fomc things , he neglc(5^cih others which hcfliv^uld caiefuliy " 
jcrfornie. Oftimes being ouercarch'l in his dealings, he rather marreth the bu- ** 
lines by his vncjuicr proceeding. And moft commonly fo manic intricate thoughts " 
doe intanglchim,thatfcarcc able to weald the bufines which he carcHtli'v turner h '" 
in his mind, and fo bringing nothing to cffcifl , he fwcateth a-mayne vndcr the " 
hcauie burden «fl»is hart. Thefc arc iheincommodities which the adminiftration ** 
ofcarthlit wealth bringcih with it , beltncuer fovprightly handled , without 
wronginganicinan, forofthis S\Grf^«r»>fpcakcth.fo ihattobuy thccomnjoditic 
oFbcin.; Jibcial cowaids others, \\ith fo great 'ollc to ouifclucs, fecnjcth great 
foliic. 

:^. AnJ yetihou^^hthcrcvvercnofuchincommoditicin it, whichcan hardly I c, -y,, , j,,^ 
confidciing how naturally thefc ioferiourthin(;s arc coupled both with danger &" at mur , , 
danimai;c i Vct,a<. Ifpy,ifthcrc were no fuch thing , what comparifon is tiierc ^ vn.\:',i 
betwixt the works themfclues ? In the one, wcbclHow part of our earthlie fub* '^""'* 
flaneciafmal matter God wot \ In the mlier , we beflow ourfclucs , and giuc 
away ihcftccdomeofouro.vnc wil , which is the greatefl thing \vchauc,and rl ac 
which men make more account of, then ofanic thing els. And hccr alfowemay 
fitly apply the fimilitude, which we broughibeforeoutof 5'.»>//;/f//«^,of thcfruic 
& the tree. Forhcthatremayncth withthcpoffe(Tionofhiscarth!ieg<'ods,giueth 
part ofthcfiuit of them j a Religious man giucih the tree, and confcqucntly al ihc 
fruit with it. So that wliatfocuer a(5ioreircumftance of vertue&dignitie can be 
fcund in the fii ft, is aifo in this, an.! niuch more then in the former , andfo much 
iiidcci!,ti)at tiicre can be nothing added vnto it ; for he ihitgiucth al, powrcth 
foith hislibcralitierothevcrieb >ttome,& once hir a I, which iimf>nccdesinifolue 
afarrc greater aJaciiiie and chcaifulncs in the verie manner «f . iuing , the n w hen 
* man parts with it by fits, and by pcecc*mcalcs : andlhcfcbe the cht^ftd gmtrs X'Cw.f.j 
"iv *> M GoJ {Urh /(»«f ,asthe Apoltlctcllcth vs. 
•i Buiwhatdocwe fland dcmurrinr;vpont|^cmtttct ? This was ancicntlythc 
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1 Nitr.con. Wciciicof I'lgil a rittus , H) long agoc, and fo Icarnally confaied b» S HU^ 
A7s«/4»i. then by die authorhic ol the Vnmcrfal Cluutii conJcoincd : of whichy w * 
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fpcakcili thusrTo that which thou fayftjthat they doc better, who vfc ihii "kT 
they hauc, and diuidc the fruits oft heir pollc0ions by little and little i 
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pooic , then tiiC) tli.it felling their poflcflions giue al a .v ay at once • I wiinot^K 

QurLcrd'halanfucr : IfiUnmU Le ^(>iit\^^Jd ^l that tb$n 1,4^ tnd ,1 i 

,, \>o' Yf. 1 ic I; ca.'.cth to him that wil be \ eticift , to him that with the Apoftlcsf 

^^ /al.cs f.rl n-,a:ul boat, and "<^ts. This which thou cunimcndclljstlfcfccond'L' 

^ thct'.;iulicp,\v!iich ^veallGvvofal^o,^othatv^cack■owJcdPcwilhal ihatth 

\\Ai i.tobc.icrtricd before the fccond and tijc third. Thusfayih^ «„!,;„, ^ 

5. And ifwcfuvtlkr require the tclh.i,. nicsofothci ancient ]-athcr$ p'lllv 

•:^»^''''';,ci'at'Mslarrcnrncbcn.fiualtoourovvneru,lcs,andnu.rcacceW 

1,,;,,,,. ;"t''cl>;-.r.Godto||,akcortalatonce, then keeping our wealth inourowDt 

^.^n^ufl.n '^-^'i S '■> -^^'l^w K Dy iiiiie and little in good vies ; ^^ e Ihal mectc fiiA with S M 

de i.Mo -n./n.r.cilvin- tot! ispurpofc: Tl.cy that minilhed neceiraricsofthcirfubnantc 

t«"M'i{<.8. toCliii!lan.lhisDih:ipl«s,didwclibuit cydidbittathaiforUkeaithcirfub 

" llatuc, t)thcend they nii,.;htbcthchecr 10 toll, w our Sauiour, And elfc-wliere 

•' he la} th thii^:It is ^o id to bellow a man's wealth wi; h difcretion vpon thepootc- 

^ ' out i' IS bciici to giiic it al at once wiih intcniion to follow our Lord atid fitc 

!",? V. Koni care to OLUcilc with C/.n//. He fayth.tljcy are free fronicare, that'liauciij 

^ ;•;'"'-" thcnjfcIiicsohlKiruorlJliefub/tanccinlinuaiingihatEuangelicalPouertlciiath 

n ) circ n. rarguiih hanging vpon it»but is rather the true way to free a man from 

^.,Jm!r,fe ^l caft aud trouble. s.../,„6>./Mn hisOlhccsdilcournngoflibcraliiic,&lkwini' 

/.v. » 4. how nau.'.htaihingiti5,tolauiihaninn'sworldlicruba3ncc,andthatitistobc 

' i"- layd outprouidently,notc.ireiclly c.li away,cxcepteih this cafe : r;//fjfln>6f ;«,- 

^^ ^ %' to ^of <»' lltUi^i*i dui.Vphtn hi {, Itdhif o\vi^4nclf(dthrpoou W.ihibaiwhchhhJ^ 

iuf'tj the Vt i'l'hcfnttt dijiiffliNe, * 

(^. 0/rff/u.V/.<,agraiie and ancient authoin, hi a Treatlfc which he wrote in Greek, 
cf Spiritual Perlcchon, among oti>ertiung$ fay ihcxprcfly thus: his very ccmic- 
•» n:cnt and very profitable , after a man comics to know what ihcftruicct.lGodis, 
■" p'.tkntiytolclal , andcodifpenfc the money \s hich hcmakes, according to the 
' <^^ yu'i-indnientof our Lord, & not vndcr colour of obeying the Commandmems 
' of God. to 1 hut his care to fowholcfomcaCoanfcl. For hence vvilcnruc,fuft. an 
" oxelcnt FrccdomclVomalcaicandfolliciijdcjfccondly Poucttie.fafc andfurc 
" fr nial attempts , thinking ofhlghcrthingsthcn iniatieand contention; bccaufc 
tlu ;ewei is now taken away , which fed the fi c of Auarice. Humiliiic wil then 
about a! (.tiicr vertucs make much ufvsnakcd in her arnics & bofomc.as amotlict 
" "»akcsnuKliofhcrchiidinhcrlap,wljcaoutofciiildilhntnplici(icitputsoirtlic 
' c aies.and calls them away , veioycing more in tlat nakcdnc.s,then indincifiiicof 
> ^liujcnri^ being voyd ofal nuhVc. Thusfayth /^M</frc/-«j; and then putt ingtl.i^ 
t1!»rltioniiibchali-of theaiucrfc par^ij ( If vvcfclal at oncc,ftom w hence fljaltlic 
poyrchauerchcf, u lioweredayly u^aintayncd out ofuur goods? ) l.canf\vcrc:Ii 
' thisiManncr: Ccrrainly God wil aske account at our hatlds ofahncs-;^iuing3C- 
" i^^ -r .:iu;t(ith4c v. hich wchauc, and not according to that v^ hiJi we liaucnot 1^ 
" '- it'orc'drtht fcarcofGodl giue that bountifully away in alhort time, which 
• J ""^lu hauc been longer in ^iuing, wliatmoic wii be Ijydto my charge , fe 
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Ihaue nothing? But fomebodie \til fay : What then flial bccomcvf thok | o«>ic c. 
people, that werc-tvont to be ni.iintayncd by little andJiiilc with our fn.a! ciiatc.> c 
tftfuchanonclearnc, not to Tpbraidc God by occafion of his ownc couef uj i' 
miml.For God wilncuer wantibilitictogouerncthofc uh-m he hath made, as " 
Iron) [he beginning licharh goncrnedthcm ; neither didthcpoorc warn food or " 
cloaihiu:;,bcforcthi$ man or theothcr wercm -ued to bcftow their chariiic.You " 
fccw!iai/Jwi^fr»«fayih, anddilcoorfctl) \c: further of thcbcncfitwhicfi comes 
iiicrofjn regard chat riches make vs proudc , n t only when wcvfethem il, but 
though wc vfc thcin wcl: becanfc it is catic to take a kind of complaccncic iti 
belU wing dajrlyfomcthingrn good vhs, as ifwcdidfome great matter, and v!e- 
fcracdfomcthingat the hands of God. But whenweforfakcalatonce, & bello/ 
noriiingdayly vpon the poore, wcmaTcafily think wedoelittlegood , andftirrc 
ourfclucstoawholcfoincforrow and numilitic, and moicouerbe more eager to 
get by prayer, and patience, and humiliiic, that whicli we canm tnowpurchalc 
byalnics-giiiing. 

7. /■'»««.»? in C4/lMn hath the likedifcourfc; that though a man doc oficr the firfl c»^ 
fiUiLS^' tic hes out ofhiscrtatc,& be bountiful to the poore, yet it isliard for him ^'^ 
no:tof.,| often into the fnarcs ( (Sinnc.ror'Wlnlthedei4yethorne^c^l(liefhtlcocc4licti^ 
it mu(i 'tad offerrd either in fjuunfine or qiulitie or ddylte diftfiLutton efl if ^ocds. And 
ali ticaficr : Ins :mpofsJ<li for anuu to free himfelf to the fnl fr«m the Jomituritu of 
finnc , f'. 7. •/; In (lifpe>i[e h/i w.ulih )vith neuer fogrtut mai!^fianimiti(^ynh[jt Irj tht^^uce 
tfcttrSuuiour , /ei'f.f ;.'.•> iv.v/; rhe iJ>ir)i>^itftlf be ihA^toff'ihe afftUiort of fiofjff^itf^ an e 
r'.'i^. nut 1,1 them that ktne net neiUUfJ the Coi4nfeioJ eur lord ^hut ic{hv:.ti':J:ijo\e 
twd their wliolcefl^te vpon the pc»re,4nd tal^m^yp their Croffc^ hunt \' oil o-wtd tl'cpUm:^ .j , . 
Mnei oftht Ije4nenlier/4iej{nne C4n h4ue tiopower. Vor though 4iieYW4Yds 4 wwi l.jue , ,. '^ 
(hur(:^c of difpenpn^^ the m-4(th that is nowcctifecr4t(dtootn SjtneiirCl i.jr , ar.d LtnJIc • ' 
m A p.ons difht'ouiion t'emonrj/ \y;,,ih btljrns to of/'O;, he s'aI tut Li nii'ltd iv/'/'- '' 
filAithjui cue r.j K[t,,iii.,>^ fcrh.s m.tyiireramc , tin V.\i hn (hea)fiihiii ,;/ i:!'j^ .:'),.(< '' 
i; /,;? b'j I ij ./c/.t>, iujuilt I'ai -wiuh oine he o(j'ercd w)'>!f h. 0,d^ m ar ^ ■]'..!: , ,- ' ' '' 
>.Av .(< (./ M thiUj,\ iilonvitto to.vi biher^riot telhlhug ypon hiiav>i:nect('tt:c , yi^t 'Mr * » 
/ Ai in /// .•„(Cv.rj(p \xd [a\ shorty hcin^^ ttj/nicd lh4t v/y/j le vaUnitfC fj hi d-'.nd 
I'll'Miii , 0" r/ -Si! !s/{' tituc-' mare C4re to feed hut , theu he doih tftle Imdi of the 4ytc. 

y. V. Ox'^i.e alio v. el acquainted with the crafiic fc.chcs of the Uiiicl , tec- «J C, 
J; iiah this a*nonj oiiier hidden fnaies whith he iaycstointrappc v<. Aiio-lur, *"'"* ^ 
^i/t'. lie, ii rt:*. hied not only not t«) hunt after eaithlie comniiuiirics, l>t<t toic- ''1- 
'iMi'iccalthath(.hath,tMthc endhcmaythc more f.-celyexcrcifc hin.fcil m il.r '. '7 
ftccrp scf tlic hcanciilit Teacher ,tlie morcdilengajcd he is frnin t e thi,;;., |.' *' * 
>.h;tu belli.' p.'lldlcd ini^hc riK-uui'H'riiim , treading tiicm vndcr t«ji t by f.-iia- '.',',' 
'^'iifithein. Thcl-neiiiicihercforclyingin wavte for rhi> nnii , ai)d Ipca'Niiii' to .- 
■'I ' li.ii thy feci ctru-i'ellioii, fa;, tlivnto hitn : Whence life tli tUv bo!. he. t)t ihi': .. 
'"•ilhproceediii;T,,is to-l.ireicbc'crue , tl)nithoU( anil (nhli.'l uih hauin-al:' " 
"'^"iiciciiorverv maiiief!iatd«e nnt lorfakctiiTireaithic j a-iin.nnif , #.• vet pur- >• 
'•'I'lcuitli itrhccucriafling",ooi!s(.l the ru;.crnaliiil,f.iitih'c by w ■ 1 ' «,r.r(jKrci<:.' •• 
^ ''^ . t r. H itteiing rii';gcllion, nndbytiicby , 'ii tl.c fell" fjii.c tl.i .-.s.w hid) he •• 
!^^''c: , i.iii in mind torctayric f ilnwltig hisc!cccii!iiIhiimoin", hi l,^^ (ihlHr.)if •» 
' • ■■ 'it pcAirnous '!eM 'Hts of ihcin , to (haw rlic Icilucrd i au looijtwonl >* 
' "- :":ii!-: , niiJ to tuiccit q'li'.ccilt li'-m iir.', arji^'cllros of I'crfi d:on. 



: I. •!) 



000 



. n.h.ki 



/1 9^ 



OP THE HKrPIHES 



he fonrcc is of chis prcpoilcroas care ofthepoorc' if*** 
hold alfo vvh.it the Diiicl prctcndcth by this his fupccft'"'* 
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bclceuc ^.Gte^orit, Bch 

to sv it , vndcr (o fairc a c^loui of Chai Itic and pittic towards the Poorc'^toTM 
vsp! y ,viththcrce3rthiicthint;s,that wliile wc (land vpon To tickle a crouud 
tlic wcridis, he nuy ihe eafycr i^iuc vs afal. For as it is Hard fo to handle pitch b'* 
tliatitwiJfiicktoourfingarsi foitish.rd tohauc the adminiftration of worlds' 
wcalili .ind riches vpon whatfoeueroccafion ,but that ottrloue,andafFedi * 
and dcliie wil in fonic meafurc clcauc vnto them, and as it were ^tfilcovufoule?' 
touchin.:tI.pn). ^ 

lo That which ^. r/»>r«wf therefore wiitcth in his Epiftic to Jui'4n ftmdeih 
wiiii ^;rtat icafon. This Inlidn was both wcalthie and bountifully iibcral towards 
the poorc,i^' yet >J7/>r«»wf exhorts him rather to forfakcal, and /hcvveih pUvnly 
that it 1^ the much more perfcd courfc and more beneficial for faliiation.Thelc 
arc .'Mswordi.l canu.t fay biitthou doft wel, in thattlioudofl,asitisrej)oricd<f 
t/;cc , n.irJtei to liic vfc ofSaints , maintayneMiMiks , make iTcat offering! in 
ihc Ciiurchcs. But cl.cfcareburthcfirftcnayeiof tijy warfare. Thoucomrmndl 
y,c) d ; tiiai.ic riijlofopheis a.f > haue contemned it •, and one of ihcm ( to padctLc 
icfliniiknccjcafttiiepriceofhis manic p.)n«:fllons into the Tea, faying .- A.vay 
:n:o licdccpjvoueuiltlioughtsi I wildrowiic yow , that I may not be drowned 
i > y^ u. TiiisPhilofophvi , ambitious of gloric, and a bafe flauc to popular ru- 
jn-»urs,c'ftaway al his burden at once •, and canft thou think that thou hall 
attayncd the height of vcrtucoffcrin^j; part of thine? God wil haue thyfcir.aliuing 
h.>a(l,pleaungGod ithyfclf, I fay, and not that which is thine. If thougiue thy 
fclf to God , and pcrfcd in A noftolical vertuc begin to follow our Sauiour ,ihcn 
thou \viltvndeiftandvvhercthouweir,andhowinthcArmieofChriftihoahi(l 
iiithcrto held thcloweft place. I wil not haue thee offer that only to God, which a 
t.'icef may take from thee , which thy encmic may inuade, which baninimcnt may 
dcpiiucthecoff\ whicli may come and goe, and which like wauesofthcfea is 
polfcflcd by eucric m;.ifter that is next at hand , and which (in a word) whether 
tiiouwilt orno,aithydcaihihouniiifl forfake. 0/Fcr thaivvhichnocnrnjiccan 
ia';c from ihce- no tyrant bercnuc thcc ofl'-, that, which wil follow thee to thy 
; raue,ycatotfieKingdomeof Hcauen,and to the delights ofParaJife. Thou 
huii.icft Monaflcrics , andaprcariuinjbcrof Saints are m.iintayned by tliecj bu: 
liiou iiialt <;oe better, thy fclf to liuc a Saint among the Saints. Thuj wriitth 
SJl.tutm to iHluitf, 

n. And the like hcwriteih to r^mwachius] applying filly to hi<: purpofe tint 
\v',iJ> \vcKadeofihcJ<nv ftature of Ztcclxm ; My adiiife is that thou ofTcrnlJ: 
oi)!y thy nvnncy but thyftif to Chrilli skin for skin, and al that amanroircllcth 
i.c Jiiaygiucforhisfouie.Our ancient F.ncn)icknowcth,thatrhccoinli3tof Con- 
; i-'Cncie is <;rcnicr then that of nr:>ncy i that whicli flickcth on the rii:iiilc,i> calily 
: !!l<ii\aciuil warrcismorc da'i'zcrou';. Wcmny calily -jv/Juc tliat wiiich is h"t 
: '^licJ t 4'--.ul,ti,vnrovvil,at u ; kIi i; butTjutd ; A-<a/M/nr/.isiitli,tIic Aponjts 
}• 'oici i;, tc.i rtvlfourciiii)i'> liu- value of ihatwhichiichadtaUn, ai-lJiniu'fi 
•' 1',.- -, ti.r ,.o,.ict;.c one halt' of !.i; fiibihincc thai rcmayncd; our. Svjiwtjraiimu- 
i ••• f ii ■ Cifriavncnicnt •, snd )<:t bccnufclic was low and coiiKI nor rcjciuif 
;..!.. f. ' rfMcAvciilc;, he wns i;ot rct k )r)cd ainon;; thcTu cliir. Tiic A',i.n'r,i- 
wet . ju!i],i;r ucaUIvkliuwti i; -• > iiti.cir wiLilicy forfookc al :iic uoriJ-^ 
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^ce. If wc offer our wealth and our foulc tjgcathci , he wil willingly accept 

ii.Letvsrehearfeanothcrtcftimonieoutoftheramey.F/»r»'ovif,exhoriinghis 
friend hcniim to an ab. olutc rcnui.ci.'.tion of al things in thcfc wi'iJs : It is the •« 
p»rtofbeginners,andnot. fpcifcd people, to cad nvaythcii money. Cr4/f5the /'. rp. is. 
Thcbcan did it, and fo did 'iuhjlltui^ , To of^cr ones fclf to God , is proper to »' 
Chriftiansandtoihe Apoftlc":. Tlic wants of manic haue been fupplyed by thy •' 
ibundance, to the end that their liclics may rebound againc into the hands of " 
ihcmthaiwanttiicm. Thou hall ma.ic to thy fclf friends of ihc Mammon of in:- ^'««^.i>. 
rtttif/^ that they may teceaue thee into ihe eternal tabernacles A thing worthic " 
commendation , Sc to be parildled wiih he vertues of ihe Apoftwlical times ! But "^ 
ourL rdfcckcthrathcrthefoulcsofthci'aithful.thcniheirriciics.Weieade.that ||•'«»•'^* 
tman'^owne riches arethe redemption of his foulc. By a man's owne riches we ^^ 
may vndcrftand fuch,asare not .gotten by pilUjc , or by the wiong of an other [| 
man, but yet in a better fcnfe,'ouro.vnc riches are the hiddc.i rrcafure, which ^^ 
neither tiie night-lhcef can vndci mine , nor the open robbci take from vs by ^^ 

fiolcncc. , ^ r . - .1 

i;. Seing tiieieforc wc haue the verdict of 5. Uitromt in io manic places, \o Riches a 
clearly dcliucringhismindonourlide, and fo manic oihcrancicnil'athcrsbc/ldes ''<^'P^"^ 
of the fame opinion,the fingle authoritie of c/^y/y/o/Zc cannot in rcafon /tumble anic j!'^|; ^ J'^^ 
man, though he were againft vs. But indeed he is not. For in that which was |,iJ,,cc 
obicaedoutof thcfirflof his Morals , he flieakcth confequenily to that which l, the 
there he handled i for he difcomfcth there of the hippines belonging to the Aaiuc C-mcm- 
life.towards which Riches are vndoubicdiy a fit mcancs and inllrumcnt \ for had r'-'^"^'^' 
it not riches , it fliould not haue wherewithal to rclieuc others , and fupply their 
nctefliiics-jwhcras great part of thcfclicitie ofthatlifc is placed in thatkindof 
at^tion. Rut rowards Contemplation, wheiin according to ./^i'//'/o//t*j iudgcment '^^;"^' ''• 
a!fo,iuhc fane truer fclicitic.tichcs conduce nothing at al, but rather hinder it; '" ' * 
for they difturbc the quiet of a man's mind, which is one of tiic ncccfTarieft things 
of al for Contemplation : Infomuch that ^infloiU himfeifin his tenth booke of 
Morals , whcir he treateth ofthehappines w Inch is in Contempla:ion , fayih,tliat 
A^ionliath need ofmanic things, but Speculation hath not need of anie thing, 
and that muitipliciiic of things is rather a hinderancc vnto it. 1 1 is therefore con- 
fcHcdly much more beneficial, and a much more noble a(fb , to forfakc al that a 
man hath at once, and to ccnfccrate his life to God in EuangelicalPoucrtie.ihcn 
to rcmayncwithfome thing, thou:»hit be with intention to fpend it vpon the 
poore. Which wc may finally ftrengthcn with a notable fentenceof thatgre.it^ „ 
^.//./.ir/cw, of whom S, ///frowr rclateth ,that hauing dcliuercdamaruclousrich ^.jMc "^ 
inancalledVjHowfroma legionofDiucls , not long aher, the fame man returned Lymnuf 
loiiicMonaaeric with very rich picfcnis, and vrged S.lliUrion very earneflJy S,UH4not>. 
and vviihicarcs.to accept (;f them, if not for himfclf, yet at lead to beaow vpon s.NUr'^nH 
ihcpoorc -Mn the aduifcd old man anfwcrcd him in tiiefc words : The name of •« vit4 
the vor re hath been an occafion of auarice to njanicibut mere ic hath no tricks ''^'^'% 
w ith Jt. No man doth f^^nd bci'.cr , then he that rcfecucih nothing for himfclf. 
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^nAtifwertotbtm that choofetoremdyne ififiieyvorltl^ueiogotdyfontbtit'Hti IL 

CHAP. XX J. ^ '• 

J^^^SiJjJ Thcrs arc withJrawen From R clii;ious coui fcs by a perfwafio U- v 
SKifli'? they haiic, that they may bcncric^hcir Neighbour more in fnlTlr 
X>iSSfi maymn:;inihcnoild. An crrourniuch like 10 the former which ^* 
'^v^^ hauc confuted , but that the fc.imcr takcili occasion of our , rlr* 
fubnancc.th.s lattcraf.i good which is mccrly fiM.itual iandconfequcn iJ; '! 
hat hchcKiyrcr pretext, it is the moreapt todeccaue. ForthustheydiVcomr Ii 
ar^;iicasicwcre,5gainftaRcngiousStaic:that in Rcli^ionwc in a mannc h.l" 
the Talent. whichGod hath ginen vs , and the zcalcandgood vvilof aduanrT 
others uivertuc; bccaufc they that liuc vndcr Obedience, arc not fo free to mat^ 

thcircxcurhonsi)ithcr and thither, and romciimcs,whcn they haucbcpunarn!! 
woi k , they arc called avv.iy from it,& fct about fomcthing els,or fentfo anottt 
place. On the other h Jc . they liiat rcmaync at their ownc frccdomc may at a' li' 

mcs,and at al h(nvcis,aflia al kind olpcoplc.and haue no bodic to hinder them na 
bodic to forbid them, nobodicioimcnupt them ; fo that vvhcras both oftlL 

may Le compared to h"unds,ihatatvca;crvp(m the fightorfcntofthecamci'ie 
Kch.M.,.u$aicasitueicin lealh. and at ti.c command of others; Secular Konlc 
ruiinc at hrgcA'inftantlynjakc alter ihc name without anieftoporllay Let yj 
thcreforetonlidcr , how littlcforcc thele argumcntshaue, to weaken To* great a 
Counfcl oH'crlctiion. ° 

I. And fir/l we mull vndcrftanj.tliat Ch^iritic.as greatavcnucas itis,munbe 
crdcrcd,miomucht)atititbenotdulvordcrcd,itis notChariiie.butfomcothct 
alTcaionth.uputtali.onthemaskeofCharitic. Order ouirulcihchiclly in tiir 
tliatmmattcr ofSpint , and in thin-s which concerne the Lrace ofGod,andour 

Uilcsrihijrion.eucriconebcHrac.>retulufhin)relf,&:prckTrchisovvncrpiri«ual 
benefit and piohc.bcforcthcgoodr fwhomfocucrofourNcis/hboursjandfoGod 
cominandcth vstodoe. Which al Diuincs with one confcnt'deliucrasa ccrtaiti 
trutj»;.indx/ /.i.»unnpatiicularprnucthicbythisr(did& rubfhniial argument. 
\\ c.v>i( i /ur./«-,riyth \\c,iignHndcdm the commtimcAtm cfc^ooJsth4t4rtJpnini4iikt 
.«/ 'f, G >J^vh n / .' f / <un(Utm '{aI , tuerit one is ttttnf ro hunfdf, 4nd mnj w^c Acmnt 
/o lKli,[itH thep.rtnupAtiin of thisgrod', form lout our Nti^hboun asonrccwfu»itntm 
t:,Mp4rnclpation ; 4'nl ccnfrfjnentlyjs l^nitie n to be preferred bcfoyt Vnioti , (c ,h4t4 mdit 
o.nyc'fmh 4^0 :.\:s.t UK, (rand dfArfrfnund of hue, then fh.it an other is liicmp4n<tn 
iniUcenioym.^oftf, And vpon the famcground it followcihain.truly & necelliirily, 
thatthc habit (fChariticcanno:inc:incam3n,Idocntr3ytocommitthekaik 
hnnc , but not (o much as to al-i.le the Ital^ Jollc c>r impavrin- ofdjarlcie . forati 
other man whoiocticr he bc,tio i.r t thoii-jj it were to fauc the v\ hole world , no 
m ne then fire can id'uc out v.^ \cq ; which alio jlmoft al Diniues agree in. 

^If^hercfwre we allow oftljKi.C'^ it cannot on the other (i.icbc denyed oranic 
way ,.o,ilKcdof,butthat3Reli.'j<.uscouircoflifcisuithoutcr)parirontlicmort 
ab|o|utccour(cofuirowncpcitection,andfarrcmarcaptto furnilh our ownc 
l-ul(^ u HI. vcituc.thcnanirSccul-.rUKc whatloeucr , itmuft neceliJrily follow. 
tl.it t imiL;h (omc 1 .luiculai ita:e :n the world miulu be more bcncfici.d to out 
'Nci-hoour, yet the bcneht. iota- ownc foulcs is to be preferred before the kncfir, 
^MiiCi nn atbe .icriucd to t-tMcis. Ota- .Sauiour dcluicreth it in thcic cxprtllc 
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'l)r/;*/«w[f? And bccaufc we fliould notthink.thathisvvotdt arc to be vndcrflood ,»/*/t/Mtf, 
only of temporal v;ayne,^.^frn4rJdoihdirc(^tly apply ihantoihis fpii it ual benefit i(<. 
ofourNeighbour which we fpcakc of,and inhisbookof Conhdcration writcili \hirn udt 
thus: Iftlnu wdibtwhelycutrJe bcdie's, 4ftef ihrcx.tinjle of hiWy'liti w.is tn.ide4l toal ,1 ton/.c. j. 
(tmviind rhyfice n.t'i4)t\Li4t v/'w coidiiivn if be fid,^ndljAVsh*ltt bcfuf^tfihomiml-out 
ibylt'l ': jcrilJiiKtu.iljo jtvun. I hcnjote th.tt ihycourrefiv nuybi fni <j iniitejetfl ebtftwe 
•Pf';,ihr(ceaHtth4lfe)nbr4cethyfelf iv.tbinitjtif. OihtAV.fi y>i?i)4t4u.tjltihit thtCyaciontir:'^ 10 
ik w '!()'}[ our Lot d^'f tlwH ^tyueal^ -jrlcefc flhjfelf dl'^ui'idc he rcprafcih the like faying 
inIiisfccondBookc,& anu'ig other things cocludeih pleafantly ■.. ith thefeu o;ds: 
hflepuii hift offdlujiion^vo //mm n neerer of f{in ynio fheCj then the ouhc j'onneof thy fno.htr, 
ij.Now thcgroundofthc contratie partiedrawcih thefe t.vo inconucnicnces 
with it; Firlhhat while they hue fn tlie world jVpon what caufc foeucr they re- """^'^ J- 
iiiaynein it,thcy lye open to al occasions and dangers of (innc, as much almo(l as ' ^' 
ai)icSecularpcopleirorfaylini;thc fclt-farncfeas.ihcy nnift needs b:- tonal with the |,.j.,„^,n,. 
felf-faincwaucsofthefepvefent allurements & baytesoHionmir, Ik riches, and m.ictvt.f 
bcauticbcatingcontinually vpon their eyes & ihou.;hts,(hat it is \ ciy h ud , and a (cm-.yiinii; 
r3rething,alvvaycstorel'ift,& foiorefift,asalwaycs togocaway with the victorie. ' ' '''^ 
This i; the firlt inconucnience, which they runnc themfelues vnor». Tiic other is, ^''"'' " 
that though we fliould grant them the vittoriein ahhefe allaults, yet they cannot 
but fufter b lie & detriment in matter of vei tuc &; pcrfci^fion, bccaufc they depviuc 
themfelues ot'voluntarie Pouertic,dc Obedience, i?^ other fuchvnfpcakablc trca- 
furcs,w hich are ordinal ic in Reii;jion,& ,as I may fay, common to cucrie itdinai ic 
bodic. A nd w hat foliic is it, to wiyic vpon others gaynes with fo muc h ioflc of our 
owneiVVhctcfoic wcoughtiathcrto barken to thccounfelot the I Jolic-Gliol^, 
& hauc it alwayes before our eyes, aduifing vs in this manner : l{(coitcr thy neighbour p^^i ^^^ 
4CCoYdinz lo/l yvttfHfy4nd f4l{ehfed to thj/fclfyihjit fhouf'.d nrf in \th3t is.thmi fayle not-, 17. 
for lie that fallcth, both hurtethhiinfclf,&: cannot help tiieni to rife, that are fallen, 
5. W'c Ihal iloc wcl alfo,tocal to mind the Parable of the Vugins, whom our Sa- 
ui uirfo niuchct mmcndcthinthe Ghofpel for their wifdome, in that when the 
oihcr VnginsbeigedoyleoF them, they anf.vered : l.eafif'erhjpsttfnKifenetforvscr Mait.ij.^M 
j'i'y :'(YAt'cr rothcm rhjtfd^o'buyforjntirftliies. Whicjj fayin.', ^\ Hawjrr/ vpon the 
Canticles applycth to this which, we bane in hand , & ani.Mig manic other reflecti- 
ons which he makes vpon it, hefalleth alfo vp:in that, which we fpa'^c of before, 
li)aiiiis nut true Cluritic For n mantodcliretobeneht others with his ownc lolfe> 
btcut, e I Ihtriut ( as he fpcaket h ; w. ' abound in itfelf\ that it may haue abund.tnce for others. 
Itftltnicth totffe f.a muc!'.tfif\\\ini<yth4tnom4nm,tyWtn', Otherwiie^tfitbenotfidy it / '""' ^ 
ismtptrfill. Aik\ a'^ainc: Ima^e.icccuntytl'at in matter ojSaluaiion nodcp^rteofccmpaf^ion 
tnobef>r(ierredbcj'neth4tdi'^rety^iV[ich'l)eWi'(in4nf(ticthdoW/ir/.tyin^:n4itemtraeofEc(i.i%^ 
tly o\ffiefculeyple,t(inj^ God, 

6 Andihusnjuchvpoufiippofi!ioin,that thoui;ha .^Jccular lifccnuld he more 

ait todueiiood vpon others, yet i'elii'ion ucrctobcprc eneJ , bccaufc inReli- „ ,. . 

' I /- -1 i.*i c II I I- lulii'ionr 

pun u e tnay reape nwte bcntht to oiji U lues. What it we a«l.'e now th ir • chgion ,„f,;,' ,j, 

iiFjiicmnicable, andfuniucnt,anJpiv>;. ertodi r g nxl vjh no;heis • Hut it is fo mbly mmc 

tcitainandcuidenf, th.a: we ihalnnt ncrdioftand 1 )iv; vpnn ^ro- f' fit helidcs |""rr foi 

that.inthcftcon.i B' o!vC(>t"chis 'Ircai'Te vvehauf : i..yi.:\ c- :-uii.^r<! it ,(!jilour- '''' ''| ''''"'> 

li.i;4 ofthc manifold helps, wi/aha KcliL'io.i-; Ibvc ad-M^lci. f 1 (.' c <;odof. ur " *'"'^'^*' 

N'lighboiu ;thcfnnir.c u herol i . th;<; : tlu'-G d >n:yi.t '(a- Ic « fr>;c o« luici- 

iiynoUSoults, andot'ti.cirprw^icircaudaduanctnKnci/i vclu-;. loi I owe ^vj^ 



50» 



OF THE HiPPINBS 



Pf.ti Ti. 

Coniu;j- 
*"onv\itli 
OoJ the 
amhour 
'>(ron!icr. with 

!'?""'■ wi 



It wriiicn : OmttMdgiweHU UrdytfAgmt. And oui Lord hitnfdf fayth • v"*** 
€4nc9mtu wr, ynUjftthtfaihtr.whtfim me, dv^nfhtm. What then doc menin?!!! 



conucrfion of other men? They arc inftiumcms which God vfcth tsi w ' 
vfcth hispenncafawycr his fawc. Wherefore as anic kind ofjnftrunjent "^ 
uing of itfclf can doc nothing , but if it be inoued by the crafts-maiacr ir r^IT* 



OI.c 
helps 



things : So in works Diuineand fupcrnaturaljlookc how farre a maniiio* °J 
ith God , and moued by him , (o fane he gocth , and no further. Now let v$ fc 
ho IS moic vnitcd with God , a Secular , or a Religious man ? But there cm b 
no qucflionin it : for bcfidcs thcconiunaion which Chariticmakethbenv' 
them ( che force ofuhichvertue is fairc greater in Religion ,«c farre moremcMM 
to purchafc it ) there be other vertucs which mainly further this vnion and 
chiefly ihofctwo^which arc fo proper and natural to a Religious courfe to'wit 
Humiliiic ^ Obedience , the one freing vs from al worldlic pride , the other dcIL 

ucringvsoucrtothcDiuincMaicftie,andputtinghiminabiolutepoireffionofvf 
to rule vs and weald vs as he picafeth , bcfides the perpetual and irreuocablc bond 
c^our Vowcs , binding vs fo infcparably to God , that there cannot be a flroncct 
tye,nor a more inuioiable coniundtion imagined vpon earth. What wonder t/icre. 
toic,\i fucli inftrumcntsmcnagcd by tlic hand offo great and fo skilful an Anifi^ 
ccr,and fo fit and piyablcto Lis hand^workefuch rare and admirabJccffcAs? 

7. To this inward coniundion with God, we may adde the outward hclp^ 
u hich in Religion aremanie,as the ioyningoffo manic hands togeathcr, whichis 
a great mcancs co biing bufincs to an end ; for that which a man hath not in l)im- 
icd , he hath It in his Brother. Secondly the auihoritie , which the defpifing of 
earthiic things giues Religious people ;^boue others ; a contempt , I fay , of the 
world , which lyes not hidden in ciierie one's brcaft, but is apparent to be fcen in 
the (late itfelf, and the whole courfe ofa man's life. Al which and fuch likectlict 
ruithcranccs,they that labour for the benefit of others in a Secular life.nuiftnccdi 
wain. An J to pallc ouer other things , of what importance muft it ncctfs be , that 
KHu;i .us mt-narcinthisbufincsof ihehelpofSoulcs, asvvcl as in oil^enhingj, 
\\\\ *]y dueled j;uided,nnd illuminated by their Superiours? Forfiiihheaduifcdc 

very 
" al 



counftl of mm that arc wife & expert in fo weightic a bu/incs,cannot but be verj 
v.clul aKfi.Jcs that,iti5God that gcucrneth them by iheirSupcriours.whichisa! 
in al, for when God isthcauthour& beginner of i hat which we vndertake, il 
cannot but profier.whatfocucr it be. And to anfaer that which was obic<aed,by 
exainpje of a hound, doth not the game goe much better for ward,whcn the dogs 
arc guided by ahuntfrnaij, that knowes how to rule them, when to juit them on, 
vvlicn to take them <tr,and whcntoflay them from ranging about? Yeawithout 
It , the dogs of themfelues are not fit to hunt. 




vil]ages,inihuftini»thepcopI , 
ana d ravving men out offinne,an J putting them vpon good courfcs in the fcruicc 
i,ooJ. ^^Y * " |<cii-ious men ? whom doe wcalmoft fee in a pulpit preaching bat 
iuci) as a,c ot one Order or other?Finally who are the workmen in this vinyardof 
our .Mainour but ihcy ? and truq workmen indeed , that abide the weight amithe 
iuatouhlKday,«c docal,that they tIoe,mcerly for thegloricofGod,&cUeheIpof 

SouJcf 
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Sgule5,not for anic earthlircommoditie,or temporal benefit redounding to them* 
/clues. For though there be of the Secular State fomc,that labour in this hatueil, 
they arefo few of thc,that no mi ca attribute the general fruiti which is wrought 
andmaintayncd in the Church, rather to the Scculars.then to the Regulars. 

9. Some bodic perhaps wil grant al this to be true, fpeaking of the general 
fruit which is wrought in the Church i but for his part he fpeakcth not of '^ '''^*^'"'!'* 
the whole Church , but is in paync only fov his owne countrey , and pa- p,',',!"[,','^'' 
tents , and kinsfolk ; and thinkcth that if he remayne with them, hcfhalbe CiM.uu'y 
better able to inftrud them, and help them, then if he goe into Religion. A ri- -^"i k>u- 
diculous pretence j for that which we haue been faying al this while of the prero« ^ '■ ^'^' 
gatiue of a Religious State aboue a Secular in matter of doing good to others, 
ii much more oT force in this cafe, becaufe it commonly fallcthout, that a man 
fliil doe rather Iclfe good among his kindred, then more -, which indeed might 
fccme a Paradox , but that we find it by experience continually to befoi& Truth Mmc.^.^. 
itfclf hath fo long before giuenvs warningof itinthefe words : ji Proplet u not 
WitboMi honour but inhU countrey f and in Ins houfe fdnd in his /{jndrtd. Andtlicexain- 
pic of our Sauiour teflifieth as much, as wel as his words. For wherefocuer he 
chanced to be^ though it were among the Samaritans, which was a deboiliit kind 
oFpeopIc, and at variance in manie thingf with the lewes, al admired his wif- 
domc , and f.llowed him moft greedily toheare him fpeakcj and yet in his owne 
Counticy iicvvasheldincontcn)ptanddciilioni infomuch that it is written of 
l\'nu\ I le could mt there dft ame ycr tut; and iHewondtredbpe^fonofthtir incredkltnr, 
V/hattlicn may we weake and infirme creatures hope to doc, fcing the infinie 
Sandtiiie and Maieftie could doc no good vponflifliand bloud ? 

10. S". Cfrw^r^ therefore with great reafon doth reckon this futtle temptation c-wt 1. 1^; 
among the little loxcs, which in the Canticles arc fayd to </rf«*/a/>//e v/wy.irf/j a 
tcinpiati.>n which doth not only hinder pcoplcfromentiinginto Religion, but 
oftimesdrancth fome out of Reli.;ion to the world againc. Ifaw a man ( fdyrh «;. vtr U 
S.niinaK4') that was running wel j and behold a thought* How great a good is c.«n/. y rv 
this,whichIcriioyalonc?Ul vvcreinmycountrey, I might glue part uf it to my <f 
btcthrcn,and kindred, and acquaintance,and friends. They loue me, and wil cafi- «« 
licheaikentomy pcrfwafiDns. To whatend isthisloHc?! goethither, and fauc «» 
Dianieofthem , and my fcif with them. And I flial not need to fcarc the change of <t 
plactj for fo I doe wel , wiiat matter is it, where; but only, that certainly it is bet- «« 
tcr to rcinayne there, whcic I may remayne with more profit. Why Ihould I be ic 
long? He gocth,andpcrilhcth,wrttch that he is,notf> much abani/licd man into „ 
lii$countrey,asadogrcturningtohis vomit. Beholdthe vnhappie man hath lofl ^ 
liinjrclf,and gayned none of his. Tehold one little fox , to wit , this vaync dcceiu „ 
ful hope,which he had ot gay ning hi? kindred. 

H. Thcfe fo exprcllc and significant words of S", Berndrd^ togeathcr with thcrefl 
which hath been fayd,makc it cuident,that whofoeucr is moued indeed with true 
waieofSoules (for there be diners who haue not thiszeale, biitrem.iyneinthe 
^vorld, becaufe they are taken with the world, and vfc rcafons .\ hich fauour of 
wale as a colour to jh iddovv their couetous mind; but if there be anic fuch that de- 
'ircih finccrely to aduance the fcruiceofGod,and rcfoluethto dedicate himfelf 
vnto the fetting of it vp,he hiuft needs acknowled ;e, that thercis no doubt to be 
''^aJc, but ihathc may more pcrFcdly,& morcaflurcdly, and with more plentiful 

PPP i fucccflc 



CV^'.I i: 






504 OF T K 

fiicccaccompairc his cndsm Religion, then mJ^i5^iiSri"n t^^ , . — — 
he confine not himfclf to one countrcy or rainiJic (which were if ^^^j^^h'ti 
vvhacvlhcioht halt, ;>.nd but htilc coinage) bin offer himfelf to'be 7* "**" 

tea Inicsforal places in. general, and alforts of pcoplc,3ndasthebcaft|-^"'"' 
• l^oplKtfpc3kcsof,w'r^f/«.rm//;fw»o/;o«6/-,/;f.(;/,,n//;,,/;///f,„,,^ 
ilii. lie may farrc caller and with lelfc trouble and danKcrpciformei K ^"'^ 
then in UK world , bccaufc, as I fayd before , there be in 2<elieion fo m r"' 
t . pcif. cti -n .Mid fanc^titic, and contraiiwifc in the world Co manrc In ,J"' ''*** 
rubs bv the u ay, and allurements to finnc. For it fallcth out with vs " • T * 
ncs, as Willi thcnuhaiwilfaucaman from drowning; for whofornJ"';'."''' 
mnlHirll put hiu.felf ni fafctie, otherwife he cndanntrs l.i„,rc|f °,r '' r ^ 
J/da- b:eshin,felffromhelpinganot!.crouicfc!an%r a:id^^ h^^^^^^^^^ 
ua^oe^outtohelphisnei^hbouroutoftledang^r, wlcht^ ::;;^ 
n.ullnccc/Iaulyhimfdfwadeoutofthe world , and Uandto^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
abuuc al A crldlic ihmgs. ^^'' ""^'"^ g^oniii 

yln,wf,crtothemtlMtfay: In} c>m,gljtoforfnkcthemrUk 

^j]cciion,though they for fake it not In ejfcfi, 

CHAP. XXII. 

!;iU.r T p i"^' 7"^' r' other obiediion, not vnlike.he 
allacc of winch we haue been fneakn.., ; f. r fome wil «ot 
iticUo /ay, .1 ,s m vaync to trouble oncfclf fo much. a$ta 
make away fr.;mhimrclfal the riyju and pollc/lionofwhat- 
ocucr heha.hnuhc wo, KUt is enoui;h to for(akc(l.clouc& 
attcau.n vnto .r. And this, hey vndeitakc to^vouc, bccaufc 
ch.uri^ K„, .. ^7X^'^ ^TT'^^*''^''^^'"" '^ Charitie, Heth.^l^^hRrcatcr 
^jOiJcouMCiItdhnjiiiarlyandfjiciKlly wi.h rhcm. 





nc!i ;, 



k. ;:....,. 




u a ihcy alicaJj^e.and that Reiii^ion is not petfe^tion.but a w 

. .».>. t f.,y.f actaine to perfect on, & ihey that embrace it not.eiihei neiiercomc 

t t^-ion, or not without long labour and diflicultic. rorasatthcpadai-cJa 

; ;; '!^^ •; ^'"^■^^lakcs lor the bri<|.c , orfot a boat to pallc uithoutdan.'cr, & 

i^i* ^ . .^ i,o a lourncy by land, hcciiookth iaihcr to ijo onhoifcback , then 



oofoot,bcctufchcftdroonercomctohisiourneyscnd,andmorcc6modiouny 
So in the long and hard iourncy tb the top of Vertuc and Charl(ie,of n hiih thiy 
fj^eake, what account in rcafon ought eucrie bodie to mak c of fuch a hclj>,as cna- 
bkth and ftrcngthneth vs not onl> to pallc our iourncy , but to runnc with'cafe & 
expedition , and is indeed rather a Coach to carric vsfwectly a long in it? And 
whatkiiidofCoachisit ? We haucfpoken fufficrcntly of this point ihrouchrut 
thcwhole Firll Bookc of this Trcaiifc , Ihcwini; that Religion affbidcth two fne- 
cial helps to faluationifreing vs, by abandoning the world , from al impediments 

thervnto,which in the world arc certainly innumcrablcianl fuinilhingvs with fo 
panieexcellentcomoditicstowardiafpirituallife.asthercwehaucdircouiredof. 

4.VVbich was the reafon,\vhy generally al holiL- men,that vndcrllood very wel* .> lu Vnf 
thaithefubft;ince of Perfedion confined in Charitic, haue notwiihaanding fj i ' '1 . v 
carneftly exhorted vs to abandon the world , as if without it wecould iv t be per- ' ' '" " '• 
fc(». Among whom Q^MwfpcakcthihusMt is infallible, that whofceucrlc.incs to |""' " " 
liis wonted pojUflions & goods, doth not take vp. n him ii.iire humilitie « fhart, '; ■!' c,'" 
nor fill mortiricaiion of hiv corrupted wil. But <, n.,fi more copioufly ; foi l\wl >'■"', 
pofing Hrft asaground, that the abnegation which our .S.mionr cv>mmanilcd, 'v-f' vH. 
cinfiltcth in calling away al loue c^f ourfclues, and al foliicitude either for lilc ' ' '* 
or death , he ftttetli downe, v hat is neccli'arily to bed )ne to aitaync to ijiis " 
pcrftcti- n. And thcfcarc hi5 words : This renunciation bcgfnncth with patting " 
frjincxtc.nal things. fromourpolUffions.frc^m vaync gloiic , from thcctiUo- " 
mci- of our former life, fioniartcdion to ibnigsynprv^rttable-, as thchoIicDirci- " 
pics of our Lord banc put vs in mind to doc'by their examp'c , t.> wit Umes ^' '' '^'' 
lad Uhn^Uy forfakin;; their father Zcb,c/ee , and their boat , <,f which ilieir "' * 

v.hole lilc and maintegancc depended. And a little after : Tiiou^ili wh.u Ihal ' 
Inced to fhengrhcn thit , which I fay, with reafons <( miiic ownc inuen- '* 
lion, or examples of holic men, feini; we may allead-e the vctie word? of < ur " 
hui iir, a-ul with (hem animate a .Soulcthat is Religious, :ind hath th( fcare of '.[ 
Gch1> lorhcpiayniyand without al contraJiaion teliifyeth , and fay tli : s.thr,c. /« ,. 
l.it,w:of,(,4er of yeu renoumeih not al ihMr U ptfjffjtih , can,.ot ht wy DfiwU 
And in ;m other place , h.iuin.', vpon this condition ( If ihou w,lf U Oi-ful ) •»/•'.'• •;?u. 
h)d : Ou, fel w'.4/ tho,4 lull , he prefen;Iy addcth : dme , follo^v we. And to " 
t;;c lice purpofc , he br.night the Parableof the March3nt,thac hauin- found " 
cncpreiiouiMargarite, n.|.| al that he had, anJ bou-ht it. For it is euidc^u that "^ ''^•" '^• 
< cprctious Margarit li-nifycth the KingdomeofHcauen;which Kingdomc.our ^^' 
Ud/aytli , wc cannot artayrc vnto , vnlciTc we contemne al that we [ ailcat 
^::tyoihcendtopurchafoif,wcaltli,vloric, kindred, and whaif.ituenn. ri.nu'n ' 
|i ::5c wi rid doe ambitionlly rape after. Thus fpeaketh S. lUfil j and wiiat ' 
'oulj be fayd of more weight and ftrength to our purpofc ? 

. 5- The like we rcadein one of the Homilies of .S. 7^'Uidukj. U cannot be, ^ '^''•*- ' *' 
^:«'> he, that a man Ihould purchafc the pollefll )n of his owne f ulc , or .? 
^c charitic of the heauenlic Spirit , vnleffc ellranged from .d ihin -s behm- 
'"to the world , he apply himfelf to fearch-oiit the tliaritieol mr Siuiour, " 
"J Idler his mind from al grollecar^s , and carthlic dillraaions, tlut he may .*^ 
'•'ic his whole ayme at one muck •, that forfakin;.; al , and tuttin .-of aj 
'"^^fiial and carthlic impediments, and frpinicd from carnal lone and alfec- 
'f^'i io parents or kindred, he fuH'er his mind to attend tonoihin- cjs nor to ' 
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bcdiftraclcUbyothcrmcancs^but bcwholy occupyed mthecarcandfearchof 
Spiciiual things. This is dut which S.Nmnntti fay th of this matter both iruly and 
«duifcdly,iothcpointwcti:catcof. 

6, 1 or though,if we wil goe vpon fobtiltics and fpcakc mctaphyfically (d 
ihcy fay in Schooles) it cannot bcdcnycd, but a man may be a Saiiu in ihcmidft 
of vvorldh'c wcalth,and pra^ifc Hunulitic in the hcigth of honour , andprcfciuc 
Chartitic in the midft of delicacies •, yet if we caft our eyes , not vpon that 
which mightbcwiHicdorproic^cd, but vpon that which for the nioftparifal. 
Jeih-out among men , and which we dayly fee in the ordinarie courfc of their 
li^nd corweriation, no man can be fo bhnd,as not to fee w hat is bcft, iiwfi faff, 
mod conducing to falxjation. Duttogomorcfolidlytowt rk.wcmuiifcucfihai 
which isccriaii), fiom tliat which is vnceitain and difputablc. 

7. It is certain, ti>at whofocucr fcticih his louc and aflPci^lion vpon earthlie 
t;oods,isnot fie forihc Kingdomcof hcaucn j and therefore they aretobcfotfa. 
i en,at Icall in aHcdioii. This al miift doc at al timcs,and intirely,wiihoutexcfp. 
lion. Vol Co theProphtt iclkthvs: If licheiMuiJ ^ d^tnoi ftfpur hsrt fthm, 
An J a;;ainc: Al tnenof'riihes hauejhltf their jletp.and llunjuofbingin ihtirbinisM 
our vSauiour giucih vs to vndciftand as much in that ligid Ccmcncchuttftiftft 
amti to p4(ji //,7ott;l; 4 mttdt's tya , then for a rith viAtt to enter into the /^nidtmttf 
h.uw'. T, is therefore is moft certain. That which makes al the doubt,ij,ti}at 
Ibmc take vpon them to be confident, that they can remaine with their carchlic 
t;oods and yet bcpoorc in fpirit, and not fct their hart vpon them,orrepofeanic 
truft in ihcm, or Iccfcthclcaft partofchcir louc towards God in refpcAofthem. 
Oihcis againc , v ndcrftanding how ful of di flicultic al this is, and how manic hio- 
dcrancesof fahiaiionthrrcbe in the world, how manic allurements to viccand 
fin nc, choofc rather quite to rtiakc off the world , then to put their eternal faioa- 
tion in fucli hazard , Con fo fliort a pleafure in thefc temporal things. Which tf 
thefe, hauctnorc folid reafon for their lide? 

8. I make no queftion , but as in al other things it is the partof a wifcman 
toleanctotl.cfurcr fidc-,andif abodicmuft ctfcnd in one, to choofc rather, to 
be too waric, then to be thought vnaduifcd \ and the weightier the bu(inc$ is, the 
more reafon wchauc to doc fo.'fo much more in this,which of al other thing? 
conccrncs vs nioft.For it is wonderful difficult, and indeed beyond theflrengihot 
man to haue manic things in poflcirion, and to fufpend our affedion from them. 
.9 i)j/)7in the place before alleadged takcthitfor accriaintic.ihatvvhofoeuerrc. 
fcrutth anic earthlie thing to himfclf, his mind muft neceflarily (forfoarehu 
words) rcmainc,asitwerc, buried in th.uflowc of filth , and thepaflagetoh«- 
uenlic conteinplation be finit againft iiim , becaufe he is fo drowned in it, that he 
cannot think of the Supernal goods.which God hath promifcd vs/or wc cannot 
attainc to thofe goods, vnlellc a vehement and vndillrafteddtflrcofthfmflce 
fpurrc vs on and'inflame vs , and in Iced fo great a defirc, that it make al thing* 
cj.'ir,ro ti ccnd we may gaync them. This was S. fidjii's opinion : and if ante man 
tt.ink hi.ncooilriaandfcucrc, lethim confidciwel, whether he frame to him- 
fdt'a right conccitofPcrfedion. according to the nature thereof and not raiht^ 
} c. i)ips coiiccuie of it according to his ownc or others rcmillcnes , and want c 

cj, y. U J ChYjro%»e makes account , that it is a much more caficway toco^^ 
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our corrupted aficclions, to hauc nothing, then to haue fomeihing, though it bCToleaucal 
but moderate. Nothing, fay th he, doth fo quench the thitll of Cupiditic ,as to "^ a" cificr 
ccafc from defiic ofgaync,likc as abflincnce and cuaciiation purge bitter choler. J^"'*^- 
Itiscaficrfor aman*s bodie to flic in the ayrc, then to quiet our dcfire, ifwe ftil /,jj* ,y,(, 
iddcmore. And certainly wcfhal find itfojasthcPhilofophcr fayth, thatfomc Matt, 
t/»ini;s, are more eafJiy quite cut off, then in part tempered. And r-</?/4« fpcakin^ Stn.Lp.nr, 
byexpcricnce.fayih: Wc haucfecnmcncaheiablUinc altoj;eather from groflc ^■'^•'^•''* 
meatcs, then vfc modcratly of thofc which arc granted for neceflitic; nnd rliofc l]^^'''J, 
that dcnyethemfcluesalfor thcloucof continencie , thcnthjfe thatvndei pre- ^" 
icnce of infirmitic, taking fomc , keepc themfeliics within the bounds of fiiffi- 
cicncie. And this which C'.i/?/4M faythof Temperance, in rcrpe<5t of Gluttonic, is 
true in al other obie(5ls, which being prefent,arc apt to delight cither our eyes or 
our mind. It is eaficr wholy to abllainc from them, then to vfc fomc with mo- 
dciation. f-or as if a man Ihouldlct himfclf downe from a high tower , it is not 
fj calic, as he may imagin , to flay himfclf iiuhcmid-way at his pleafure: Co it is 
not in man's power to wiili-hoKI and prcuent the violence of dclii^ht , or to af- 
figne in wiiat mcafurc it fhal prcllir vpon vs •, r.uhcr our weakncs is apt to i;iuc 
way vntoit, and tothinkit aucalctodoe fo ;andby that meancs wc aicdravvne 
furthei and further by iiiic and litle, and, which is our ownc greater mis-for- 
ninc ,at vnawaies and vnfcnfibly. Which S. Uo expreffeth in thefc words : Ry ^- '■'''•'''-. 
lawful vfc wcpalfc to immoderate cxcclfc, while by care of health , the delight*" '''"■*''' 
of pleafure crccpcch in, and tliat , which might be enough for nature, is not 
enough for concupilccnce, 

10. Tliat which S. lljfl obferueth , how much external things conduce co ^^p 
the reformation oftl»c internal , is of force alfo in this. For if a man be dcfirous ^,,|V . 
ofhumilitie, he muf> (according to the aduife of the Saint) practifc humilitie vpun '' •■ 
inal outward things, which belong vntohim; asin his app.uel, inhisbed , hisinrci i, 
chayrc.liis table, Jiis houfc, and hoafehold-fiuff, and finally, in al things. And ^ ''"' 
the reafon which he giucs , holdeth not only in Humilitie, but in al vertues ; and ^^' '" ''* 
particularly inthac wherof wcarc fpcaking, thataSoule becomes like thcbii- 
fincs which it hath in hand, and is Vfholj ctttfignrcd ( as hefpcakcth ) and on/or- 
mtd to that, which outvvardiy it doth. And no wonder, fcing there is fuchaftini> 
tic betwixt bodie and foulc, that whaifocucr is offered toour corporal fenfcs, 
muft needs mouc if, and wc find it to oiircoftby dayhe experience, that the 
things w hich arc rcpiercnted vnto it by our eyes, our cares, and other fenfes , doc 
make much more imprcflion in ir, then that which our thoughts offer vnto ir> 
ihou.'hourthoughtsbcthemorcnaiural, andmorepropera<^tionofour foti/es. 

ii. Which iV we confider,it wil be no hard matter, :o difcouer the di/fc- '''lie »! '^ 
rcnccwhich is brcwixt hini/hat Icaucs the world and worldlic thint^s in affcc- ],!"![[ ,!,,„ 
Hon only , and in ef^cd retayncs ihciu', ind him that pares with them both in af- ,;,.,t' *, r 
fcc'tion and cffcd. Ihe former roweth , as it were againfl the (Ircame.and i.-kc...-! 
confcqucntly riddeth Icfic ground , goeih on with more difficultic , is much ■^^'^''';": 
more lircd with it, and farrc more apt to be carried downewards againe , and '"'■'''^'^ 
moll commonly it fallcth out , that he is } for whom fliala man alniofk find, tint 
is able tofhndin fo continual a combat, and bcarc vp againft Co manic rul hts 
andcncountcrs ? The other fayleih with wind in poopc , nothing lyes in his 
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way , nothing hinders him , al things I dp him , al furthcdihiiTti^^ 

itatc his Companions, hi5cmpIoymcncs, his intcnnons,al his ihouditt' J 
whatfocncrhc hcarcih or fccih. °"S»»«,aiid 

II. S Ore,,,,, Mrc(Rnghimfc\r to tUoCc thnt are ofthisconfiJcnt humour a. 
think they can atreiid to the feruicc oi God,$c keep their lands and eoodTT' 
nimcth the Caufe for vi, as if hchad been chofen Vmpirc on both 4$ & ai .' 
i;ie other partieachcck inthefe words: Manic couet not that which belo 
orhcrs bu: outoFalouetoanvnpcrfcacjuict/cucrthemfcIucsfrom thcbiidml! 
^ f tins world; they dcfire to be inlhuded in holic VVrit,iheycouettoauS 
^ hi^h Contemplati. ns , but yet forfake not the care of houfehold-bufincj ivi k 
^ pcifccKrcedome : and fo oftimcs, while they lawfully attend vnto it theJ 7 
mvoiucd inthevniawful contentions of the world, & dclirin^ carefully 10 J^ 
cruc their carthlicthings.forfakethcquietofniind.uhich they founhtfot&l, 
br'unn:; with continual fore-caft to faue their flitting fubAance ,"11,0 word of 
Uiume knowledj'.e, which wascoccaucd in their mind,comcs to naucht bccauf 
.iccord.ni; 10 the faying oFTruth , thef/.M« ouerch.ir..c tlie f,ed which ben,„ 
ro rprnig, & the bufic circs ofcarihlicthin-s, flmt out the word of God out of 
their mcmonc ; and wlulc they foifakc not the world perfcctly.thcy walkc Oum. 

bln.i;on,cnt3n-hnL;themfe;ucsinthcirgoin-,thatthcycannotgoc.Wh3t could 
be laydmorcclcereon our Hdc? and particularly.whcie Itilingal carthlic thin^j 
a ;///;,«. A,(./Wr.hc o.ucih vs to vndcribnd, that the nature of them is lobcal 
naves cither flitting from one hand to an other, orrunning to decay , and confc. 
quc/itlythey askc fo much caie.and pavnes,and attention to prcfcrucandftay 
thcm.that while a nun's tiiou-hts arc buficdia it, what time or mcancscaa 
ne lauc to think of hcauenlie things? 

I?. Now u hero? tiiey wil needs perfwade thcmfelucs.thatthcy can keep 
their worJdIic polkmons , and not fct their affeaion vpon them , they are 
certainly much miflaken, not only in my opinion, but in the iud^'cmentof 
al thole that vndcrrtand things rieht. for we fee dayly before our eycj,lw 
men arc taken with the things of this world^beforc they think of it , mccrly 
by vfc and culloir.e of handling them; and are oftimes mod intanqled, when 
they ihmkthemfclues moft at libettie. For as a man growes fccrcily in louc 
with the bed in which he lyes , and with the chayre in which he is wont to 
iit, and finds it not til he be called to life : So the louc of thcfc carthlic things 
creeps fo couatly into ouraftlaion, that wc think ourfclucs ftil at libcr.ie,& 
Icc.e not the fetters, in n hich they haue inthralled vs i but then we fccle ihcm, 
iv.jcndeathorchanccmuft part vs.V/ccanothaue abetter whncs of tl.is.whicK 
wcai e faying.then V.G/f^*r/>, who deliucreth it both vpon good grouJs of reafon, 
and his ownc experience. For thus he relarcthhow he liucd in the world. 

14. That which I fliould hauc fought, was euen then layd open vnto 
me out of the louc of Eterniiiejbut my wonted cuftomc had obliged mc not 
to change my outward manner of liuing ; and while my mind did yet vrgc mc 
to lerue the world , as it were in outward fhew . manic thini;s began to rife 
againlt me, o^ the cares of the world, that now I was held, not in outward Ihcvv, 
but (vvhich IS worfc) in afi'c-aion.S.Gr^^me therefore confefling this of him- 
cU.othcrs may cahiy fcr,how much more they ought to feare.and bcvvareofthc 
Jikc, knowing thcmk-iucs to be fofatrcinfcriour to 5. G/rgor/r in ilrcngth and 

vcrtue. 




Tcrtue. For this is the rcafon, why holic men, as the fame Saint obferueth in an o- 
ther place, ftand rnv^re in fcare of worldlic profpcrjiiCjihcn of aducrdtie. For they 
know, r»y th he, tliat while the mind is held-on in pieafing bufinefles , it willingly 
fbincrimcs leancs to extetiour things j they know, that oftimes a fecrec choughc 
doth fo mifleade it, that it is altered, it knowes not how. 

15. And thus much we haue fpokcn of Religion, as it is a fit inftrument & mea- 
jjesto Perfeftion.tn regard it freeth the pafTage of al encumbrances, which lye be- 
fwcencvsandafpirituallife, and in a manner flop-vpour way. But there is yet M-'ie 
fomething moreinit, that of itfelf,andforitfelf,isurcaily to bedcfiied,and iliey j'''!"'' '" 
that haue it not ( though wc fliould gtant them al tilings els) muft needsconfcflc „f ti;^',"".* 
ihey want no final fpiritual ornament &cnrichment of their foules. For firftin /ducstobe 
Religion there is the point of Abnegation of our ownc wil, a point of high per- Jcfircil. 
fcdion, and properly Euangelical. For he that is free to difpofe of hanfclf as he A!)f»cl^^- 
lift, ina/oftcn, euen in good works', min.',le much ofhis ownc wil , in prayer, in tionof cm 
almes-giuiir^, and the like; and fo much as he mingleth of his wil, fo much he ^V^* 
Iccfethofthc value of his work. So that the hippincs which we purchafc by 
wholy vnueftingourfelues.andintirely cafling-ot ourownewilinal tilings, and 
for our whole life-t"me, is3happines,that cannot beexprcflcdinwords,nt)ipur- 
chaffd but by the Vow of Obedience. 

j6. a man may fay, that in the world, the fole Wil of God may be our Guide & 



ayme. And it is a glorious f'»ying,andcarii«thafairefliew,& fnindethbi^; as long 
as we fUnd in the fpcculation of it ; but when we come to the proof and pradifcjal 
that imagination ofpcifcaionvaniflicth into the ayre. For firft how fccrct and vn- 



certainisthe wil of God ? how manic errours and perplexities doth a man runne 
into infccking it? Ikfides that.hcthacfolloweth hisowi>cdiaamen infcanning 
it, and making his conic<5liircs about it, putteth alwayes fomething of his ownc 
vnto it, which is a thing very confidcrabie. And certainly heis inthe farte better 
way, that ordcreth his life fo, as he may fay truly, he hath nothing of his owne in 
It. For iliis ii that ocvfea Renunciation fi Abnegation, which our Sauiour com- 
mandeih, toforfaKC ourfclucs fo, as to rcferue nothing of ourfclucs. True vcrtue 
thercfireis that which (hm^cns fayth.whofe words 1 wilfctdowne , bccaufcthc 
vcric riin,ilkitie of them doth much plcafe mc : An humble mm alwayes abhor- can, c. 
reth his owne wil, as dcceauerand erroneous : and though al histliou/hts and *> 
deeds be conformable totiie Diuinerulc,yci hefolloweth not hisownc wil, nor » 
bclceucth hiv ovvneiudgemct.For to an humble man, it is a grieuous paine to rclyc » 
vpon hisowtic wil, as to aproudraanitisapayneandburdcn vntoilcrable, tobc »- 
vndcrthe . , il of an o.hcr. „ 

17. And !>,Ofe:^one fiytli cvccllcntly wel ; He withn4t dl t/oulu mtkntetliyp /ad S-Grr: 
hghei forme in fhe ^clmle oliiHfilf,th4f forfal^^in^ii^altVifhichcutWdrJlyhedKi pof]tjl>^*Hiif,t- ff^rt. . 
utUTs *obtedk^this iAXUfdwil , that puttiitf^himfelfyndetdn oihtr'^VfH , lem^^ renounce 
ttt only his tail -iffefii^n f , but his ^ood di fires ; fo fhepltnlifitl encrtafi of his ptrflUtony tnd 
ht 4' d>i ether's cttinfund in dl things which he dtth. 

1^. And then fpeaking of the reafons which thcfe men al!ead;.',e,and wfiiJi 
wc haue been hithe; to confuting , he reckoneth tlicm al for icmptauuns oi'ti.e jhr c 
Diucl. F-ir thus he fayth : The crafcie Enemie fpeakcth the favrcr to fiich .ftiu.i 
an one, by how much he ftriueth more ea^'crly to !h>one him oflfionia more '" '' i' 
eminent U^nding •, and flattering hiin withfu^^cniunil'iil of poifon , he favt'i '""'• 
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US vnttj hi:u : Q ho.v wpivlcrful (Irangc things mavll thou doc of rh nr 
chou piK n itihyfclr viijcr an othc:'* dircdion ? Why doft ihou Icffcn 
,. profit. vnJcr colourofbcucringit -What coiulidihliou, when thou Mai/''*'' 
„ owne wil ? Scingthcicf'M-c thou art fully ahlc cojiucofihyfclf, why doll i|'^ 
.. fcckc.that another (lioul J be oucrthccto diicCUhcc ? Thus he in|]nuatctli h''^'* 
„ fcif by flauciic.an»h)nchcc:hcrridc,laycthoccnfionsfoi huiuo cxercifcnUd 
.. in his our»c vv;l. A| this of S. Ctt;^er.e j which tcftiuiouic makes the Lf 
,. cuivlcnt on our fide, to wit , how fairc more peifccl, and more fafc it is t 
^ forgoc our ownc wil , tlicn to tctainc it , though wc iliould vfc' \t 

,. 19. Hc/Idci , it cannot be dcnycd , but that it is farrc greater huniilitic to 
: obey God in man .then to obey when lie commamlcih immcdiatly byhimfcf 
a-; no una almoft wil flick to obey a Kin- when he fpeakcs himfcif inw^ 
ion , but manic find much diflicuUic to obey his fcruantsand niiniilcrs. Ar'J 
ujoroucr, he that in ctWci abandoncih tlic world, and d that is in it , aban- 
doncili it alfo in aMcction. I\:r that which he i\id^ lie did it widingly/and of 
hii ownc free choycc i but he tliat wil Icaucit only in artcdion, fii/l comej 
in )rt , it) that he icaucrh it not alfo in cllcdi fccondly he may cali.'y inifLke 
and liuii.'v mat he hath forfakcn tic world , when in vcric deed he Iiath net', 
rot; in a! il.in^s , but (pcci.illy in fiich as are diaaflfui to fenfc, there is.grcn 
dillcrcnce brtwixt the wil of doing a thing , and the doing of if, nothing i$ 
,. njore cade , t!icn to haue a wil and dc(ilc^ but to doe a thing , is /lard W 
paynclul ; ami the woik mi fl commonly tricih our wil , and txaminah it, 
wl.ctlicv It be liglit j fvi ortimcsafcrucnt rcfolution when it comes to dccjj, 
begins to quiilc .it the diflicukie of (hem. 

;o Finjlly, that whicli ought moll tomoue vs in this kind,is the example 
- of our .Sauiour ;for whcras his hfc tvas a moil; perfect and abfolutc model of 
al cur lines, he that cometh neereft in imitating him , is doubtlclfe tobcac- 
ci untcU the indl pcrfcd. He therefore embracing poucrtie.and hujuilitie, not 
only m wil ;ind dcllrc, but in eftcdl and deed . and following it in the whole 
comic of hi. life , whofoeucr Hial itprefcnt in himself, thcli'kenes of him ia 
b^i) thole , djal dcferuc certainly greater commendation , then he that Ihal 
rcfembic him but in one. VViiich was S. li:rn.ir(i's opinion, when he fayd , it 
was enough for the ancient Tathcrs to follow the Spiut of God in fpirit onlyj 
but, fiyih he , now the Word hath been madei-lelh and dwelt among vs, in 
^ him a forme of life and f.uuplcr ofpcilcttion isgiuen vs , which wc muft cor- 
porally imitate , that foliouiiig him with both oui feet, wc halt not hccraficr, 
, with the Patriarch lacub , vpon one leg. And yet we fay not this , as if a man 
, might not be faued in tr.efc daycs , if he doc other wife; but ro make himknoiv 
, his rankc , and thathe vfurpc not the place of perfection, or theofficeof adifci- 
ple. Thus S. HcounK 

ii But bcc '.ufc in the b-:ginning , the aducrfc parcic vfed the names of thofc 
ancient lathers. .AlnxlAm, and //44r,and others againft vi, wcmuflanrwcrtiiis 
ubicciion alfo, or ?. ilitnAnl for vs , who fayth plcafantly thus ; WJiat ihal we 
anfwcrto tiicfc new followers of the ancient Saints? Andyou wii.Lctthcmpuc 
caluesvi.onihcatarofoutLoid.letthcmkilrammcs&Saciiliccgoatcsibccaulc 



^tM/'.i'"did fo.And fogoeth-oajdifcouirnig how tl'.eir temporal v. caiih was a H- 
gurcofthe Spiiitual riches referued for vs valid how ihcy arc vanlihcd, & ihcli^to 
bemninrayne.l. Andaddeth ( that whicln's very tiuc) that uc llul find noncaU 
moft of ihtfc ancient Faihers,\vl)o did riot cither ruflfer much by aduci!iie,<ji w.i^ 
rot tiicdro the quick in worldliepior|)critie,& perhaps in danger by jc , ntilt' ::k 
wc may truly fay of them , that ihcy walked \\\ thedepth of the diuided Sea, ik in 
the miie of manic waters, pollcfllngearthlicthings,&: that lawfully; but wc haue 
anoihermoreflran;:cn!ul more wonderful new manrtcrofwflIking\ pon ihc wa- 
icrs'thimrclucs,byfo:fakin;;al things •, which grace and prcrogatiuc was due to 
theStateofthe Ghofpcl, and ioVtur^ as the Leader and Capiainc of it. 

11. i\/o/'flC7'oA/?c'«f inhisbookcofVirginitic.hathabnulhhelikcdircourrJ; 5 j^ a, 
that we muft not wonder, if thofc ancient Pat.iaicks hadlands.and wii^cs.ind M^dtfi*// 




this point at large, lie giueth the reafon , wl y we haue greater commandment's 
layd vpon vs , then they had ; bccaufc the grace of the Molie-Ghoft h.ith been 
povvred forth more j)lentifully vpon vs,and greater guifts bellowed by the comin-* 
ot Chtifl, who ofw/ake and fccblecrcaturcs makes vspetfcdt. Where fore as men 
cxpcd more at their childrcns hands, when they are growne to be yong flriplings, 
then when they were children, and find fault with rhofc thin-s in etderycaes', 
which it u as a plcafure to fee in their tender age : ^0 God in thofc firft times con- 
dtfcendcdin manic things, which now in the light of the Ghofpcl we fee arcim- 
pc!fcc'^,fpeciaily,fcing now alfo wc haue a greater reward promifed vs, to uit, 
tor earth, heaucn , for temporal things , ioycs euerlaflinp, 

ij. rinally to conclude, though among thofc ancient Fathers, oralfoamontr 
people in thclc daycs there haue been alwayci fomc . as we know , that in the j>,,,r,„ ^ 
midito thcirwealth and honour, and delights of marriage , or in the degree of t.onr'T 
K mgs, hauehucd vertuoully , yet what boldncs were ic , or 1 aihcr madnc: , in anie ''"nk, l.c- 
ot vsto prcfume to paralel ourlelues with them , & to make account that wc Ihal *" '""^ 
be able to wade ihroughthe dangers which they haucefcaped? For as. V. Thviui •''■'^■''•''•'•'<^ 
wel and prudently obleructh . they eftc<ftcd it by the prcrogatiuc of their fancHitic tllcH.'rl T 
andeminencie of Vertuc, which God, voot^yvoii^tfhai tNw:^ib>fihepHrt>oftolhisn>,t tl..utl-c,V- 
was plcafcd to bcftow vpon them i And yet ihey that are more in firnjc , ouqht not '"■ *^ ^ 
10 be fo confident of themfelues , as to think, that thry flial be nlfo able to artaync T^'' 
topcr^aion with al thofc hinderances: as no man is fo foolifljas to let vpon a 'u *' 
whole armicofmcnhimfelf alone, without weapon, bccaufclie ha'h htard.ihat ?>! u" ^ 
ijw/'/o«llcwfomanieofhisencmics,onlywifhthciawe.boncof an Alfe. 

1 I. By this therefore it is cuidenr, that it is farrebetrcr,mo'C{crfv(ff, and more 
lafc (for al thefecommoditicjmectc togcaihcr ) vitcrly to fmfal.e the wciild anj" 
aiworldlic things . not only indchre, which isalwaycsvncertain , and fubich to 
nuniceiroursaiul milbkings, but in cffea&veric deed; aching wiiich ccriainlr 
hnngcih to our foulcsinfinit profit and commoditic. 
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An anfwer tothemthatfty:Itismreperfeato Imintkt 
vforld, hecaufe it is harder to Hue ml, 

CHAP. XXIII. 

igioni Iwcaufe in the world it is fo liard to bevcrtuou. * j '" 
by rcnfon of the ...anlfold impediments that belnL "L """'• 
wifcthey takeoccafion .ofli'ght Religloneucnb h,, tT': 
JvehaucaU swhilcfohi«hlyco„„„e„dedt.bccatrrci.irfo^^^^^^^^^^ 

farrcfromal.caieofda«g«. For,fiy,hey.wh,,gr«tmattcrisit crS^^^^ 
der.ifaman.that ■sfliut-vpinhiscclle.defiienothinK. when hefe«ni!l- l 
is worth thcdcfiring. or .Ltheliue ik peaceand quI^oPn in f v, .n'fet 
dleswKhnol<mdorbufinesfeelesnoloniofanie?hing»„t.lu,heK„J;^^^^^ 
ported w,th partion . when he liues with people that afe of an excelem ' ' 

andh.sowneBrethren.thatiumpewithhiminconceit.andpraafe^l'^ • 
thing. But toconuerfe continually inthemiJaofbeauifiloWsindi" 
.cn,pcrhi,„felf,toIiuea,nongtlAieofaIfortsofpeo;ie:ohfueh^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ofraylmg fpeeches.toheareandfee manie forcible t1l.in|stointicel,i4,ofi ne 
andyet,lwaye,tobeare-vp,neuer.on.ri„kor glue b,ck\thisi vIr.lT wt .f 
the Prophet alor.eth : W,,/, ,;,„» ,/,« d.d b.^e^c. . / w« t»cUU XiZt 
Scnpture dotl, not without caufc lelateof a, that /« li.,Jil,,i„ ujAtt 

caurc.asy. C«^««,ellethvs uis no greatcommendation to be good withthe 
good.buttobegoodamongthebad. b^w lyiiimw 

r^nV, ^'l i""nT 'F"'" '^k" '^'"J'^^'o'* fometimes . either out of igno. 
ance , or by ra.ftake , (on.e perhaps alfo out of a kind of malice . to diflimble 
.c.r ovvne nnperfeflion and that they may feeme to haue great reaVon toli« in 

the world w(.en indeed they liue in it, becaufe they loue^.But it w 1 „ 

r r .'hat Zr " ?"] '? 'u "«''•'■?"'' •" ~"f"'c'he other. For if itwere 
.ic that they alwayes had the better m their fpiritual combats in the world . if 

cm Fo^ I / mM "'^, '"^*^' "" S'o"'- "« it fares not fo wel with 
tZ!j\n f f '"' "i'* ',5''« » '?•'!> without weapon , continuin,; alwayc. 

tSe vn .n . °L f kT"'' "1°"''' "°' ''•y'X ""'« manie wounds, ard 
vene^H ^ much the a«,re dangerous, ,l,e lelTe he perceaues then,; and 
we need no other proof of .t then the liues of them that vfe this kind of Ian- 
icTll, T « ''"'" """?"»"y f"' °f *'« '"d «">«• They therefore that 
whl, rt '^ • • ■'«'"'>='"« but vpon a falfe ground ; for this is not to (ijh, 

b, him' "™" ' " ■" "''" »'"'■'""' ' '" ^' '''^"«<1 . " I'' "V"' 
5, But let vs grant, tint fome one among them is Maiftcr of the (icIJ for 

manit 
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manic ycaccs , tliat he l)ath manfully wiihflood manic encounters with clic 
Diuels ; what is this to the bufines, iF nfier to manic yc;ucs ilindin;; , he once 
fa! before the fiicc of his encnjic , once come into their hands ? And this is Co 
ciHcand fo fubiedt to bcfal a man , that it can hardly be auoydcd in Co (liprc- 
lieand Co dangerous a place. Due let ic be fo , that he neucr'receauc vvviind; 
Yd a Keii^ious State hath fo manic other pieroi;aiiues, and is in fuch coniinual ^ ^<^l'- 
pra^ifcot nl kindof vertue, humiliiic, obedience, fraternal chariife, and tl.c "'""''''« 
like, that thou;^h this were true, for which they wil needs fo hij.hly conmicnd a ri^r'Ij','',^^ 
Secular life, as it is not, yet a Reli<;iouslil"e doth infinitlv oucic pit. thiui's. 

4. And becaufe they fpeake of merit , ietvs lift tliis point to the bottome, Tlirco 
whether the difticultio wliich isinaSecular life, cncrcafe a man's merit ? S. Bina* ^'"^'' "^ 
ntn/ure doth learnedly anfwer this queftion to iheful , in tl:c bi^okc which he '^'"'^'''''* 
intitlcth The ^poloe^tt fur iht f>oore. There he ihevveth , that a man meetes with J'ofki!! 
ilircc kinds of difticuliie in the peiformance of good works : The fiift rlfcih S it»H.i» 
from the works themfelues, becnufc iliey arc great, paynful , iicroical i and this '^f' /""•'• 
highly cncrcafcih our merit. And of this kind of diflicuUic , Religion is Cu\ ; ** *' ^'''^' 
becaufe it contayneth manie payncful things, manie tilings contrarie tocufton)c, a,('j ,j,jJj 
manic tilings aboue the reach of man, if we rcgatd nature. WhervponS llitromt ofihcnuu- 
writcth thus to f\u(l$cus a Monk : If thou dcdre to follow that which is per- cfc-'^ttU 
ftftjgoe forth with ^hr4h.im out of thy countricj and goc, thou knoweft nr.t '"='". 
whither. Ifthouhaft v/orldliefubftancc,fclit ,and giucit to the pooie; if thou £., """'"* 
haue none , thou art eafed of a great burden j follow r.akcd Chri/i, naked, h is 
painful Jofiic, diflicult i but the rewards are great, 

5. Anotlierkinddfdifticultie, faythi. BoKautntmr ^ilCcth from the cowuption 'l')i/Iicultict 
of man, by reafon cither of natural infirmitie,cr of euiJ cullomcs, which a man nfxn^ from 
lath plunged himfclf into. For a couetous man hnds mucli more difliculiie in fofr"|'""f» 
gluing , then an other j a prowd man , to be vndcr others , a glutton , to abUaync j 'j'^ '"""^^ 
but this kind ofdifflcultic is fofarrc from encrcahng our merit, that it doth much cto(,.n,-'r 
(Jiniinilhit : becaufe the repugnancic which is in our wil , dmh abate the vigour tir. 
of it , and makes that which we doc, leflc voluntaiie ; whcr*. F ilic fame S. Hk- S "">'. 
feme fpcaketh excellently wel in an other EpiiUe of his to hpjtochium : Thy Ci~ ' f- ^'■' 
ftcr Hi^JiiU , elder in vcares, but thy punie in purpofe, after flie married ahufband, " 
in feaucn months feltobea widdow.O vnhappic Ihteof man , ignorant of that " 
which is to come! She loft both the crowncoJVirginitie, and the plcafure of Mar- " 
liue; and though Hie ftand in the fecond rank of puritie, what erodes noiwith- " 
ftandingdoft thou think flieenduretheuerie moment ? licholdingdayly in her/i- ** 
lUi that which flic hath loft, and more iiardly wanting the picafurc which flic " 
once experienced , (lie is fainc noiwiihitanding to take a IcH'cr crownc of '* 
Contincncic. '* 

6. The third difficultief following f^, Bonautnfiire ] is that, wl.ich lifcthfrom Ont •.mj 
ouiwardoccafijns; as for example, from the prefcnccf>f .inobica,ihaimoues vj occifioiu 
fo much ihc'moie violently ,from the beautiful afpcct of anic thing , and liic ofdiflicul. 
like; v\liichif weoucrcome, they adde indeed fomeiimes by accident and indi- "^•>'^cio 
rtdjy to our merit and reward , but yet becaufeof themfelues and <f their ovvne j[]j""*" 
nature they draw vs to ruine, they are by at meanes to be fluimicd and declined by 
cuciicbodie-, &hcthat doth not fliunnethem,dothnot onlyfinnewhc l-.cfalleih, 
but wl.cn he layeth himfclf open to the danger of falling. 

Q^(.i 4 \\hcr- 
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... .v,» »vw*u;,.ui.wiiiv5, iiidtasii wcrcromcanamaancsroramannottofi, 
out ok a houfc, when he fees it falling vpon his head , fo it is much crcaicr f T 
not to fly prcfcmly/o cmmincnt dangers of his foulc, as be in the world 

7. Ajid if anic bodic think,ihat it is but a cAwardlic part to flyc in th'i$ cif 
and that to rcmainc in dan.qcr is rather glorious , and a fignc of a noble mind^ l\ 
himgmc caic to that which S. Werome writcth of this vcric thing acainft |/jr 
J/^ithcHeretick. Thou wilt anfvvcr, fayth he, that this is not to Mh C 
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flyc ; (hew thy fclfin the field , confront thy aducrfaric with tl.y vveaponsabm^ 
ihcc that when thou hall ouercomc , thou miyft be crowned. 1 confeirem* 
wcakncs, I wilnot fight in hopcof viaoiie. And what need is tl;ere toleiuc 
that which is certain , and goc hunt after that which is vncertain > Thouihat 
hghicft, mayft ouercomc, and be oucrcome. I, if I flyc, flialnot beoucrconip 
hccaufe I flye , but I flye that I may not be oucrcome. It is not fafc to flccpc nccrc 
a (na kc , ic may be, he wil not bite mc , and yet it may bc,ihac at one time or oihft 
iic wil bicc mc. Thus S. Ilicrome ari;ucth, aduifing, as hefayth himfclf , thnwhkh 
JS bcft f )r human infirmitic. 

^\Uuc indeed nothini; is Wronger then fuch wcaknes , nothing weaker then 
uch bo dues on the other (Idc. Forthcweake. when heflyeih , oucrcomfthifor 
he could not fly , vnlelFc he had oucrcotnc firft , and vtterly reicdcd the Mrc o{ 
the prcfcnt obic(^t i and on the other fide, that ftrong man , that taken with the 
Ivyectnesof it, remayneth in the danger , is cuen ilien oucrcome, and nicsvcth 
liimlciftobc farrc then weaker, bccaufehc hath not fo much power as to with- 
draiv hi.nfcitout of danger. And he m.iy wel be fayd , to be the more fooli% 
r.iih in this kind, bccaufchcis blind only in matter of forcfcing and prcucnting 
iheruineof his foulc, being otherwifein the dangers of hisbodic but tooquick- 
/ighted. For who is there that wil voluntarily cafthimfelf into a tcmpcfl at Tea of 
purpofc,tolhcwhisskiI in fleering thcfliip , and not rather keepc himfclf in the 
harbour , or put-in as faft as he can , before the ftor^negrow too flrong ? Which 
J;-.' • 1^ J*"&"V'"^<^'i'"oretobeourpraaifcinthebufincsofourfoule,becaufcthat\vhich 
•'• )• :• hohe Scripture fayth, cannot but be true :^/ff/;4r/c«f//,«/4«^o•,li!>4//»fr«bl»<^ 

An atifvertothatyfhkh is mnt to beobieSied: That RcligioM 
people arc bound to more perfcSIio»» 

CHAP. XXIV. 

TSSjJ^ ^^*^ which was fpoken by our Sauiour, and wc find written in the 
t«c, i:. ^s. ^rt^f Ghofpel ( To whom much is ziaen , much shal bt itquittd cf him) being 
^jgl^m fpoken indeed to put men "forward, and ftirrc them vp to vcrtuous 
^Q3^ ct)uircs; fomc there be notwithftanding that make vfcofit, to hold 
people back, and diuerttliem. For they pcrfwadcihcmfclucs, that it isihcfafcc 
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e0uifc>tocontentthcmfelucswiihakindofmediocriticinvcituc,thenbyafpiring 
toperfc(:^ion,totakc vpon them foheaute an cbHgsnion, as wilprouc in efl^c5 
much more paynful todifcharccit, and much morcprciudicjai vnto them,ifthejr 
acquit nut tncmfchiesofitasthcy ought, But how wrongfully they allcadgethefc 
things, we wil quickly and briefly ihcw. 

1. For firfl we muft vnderftand,that this faying of our Sauiour concerncs not ^*"f'' ^''<1 
only Religious people, but alChriflians, thathauc been enriched with fo manie jj!^i ,,7i7" 
kaucnJic treafures, and honoured with (o manie Diuinc guifts , and bought chriniacu, 
with the bloudofthcliuiiiL; God, and loaded with fo manic bcncflis, asdayly,& 
bovvrcly , and cueric moment of time they reccaue. They therefore that are noc 
Religious, mufl not think, that they haue cfcaped the rigourous doomc of that 
Scntciicc,buttaiveit for a certain truth, that as they hauc rrcfanrr/ mwi/;, that iir, 
oianic vnfpeakablcbencH:s,they wiifindthcmfeluesalfointhc number of them, 
tfwhtmmHch^ yea an immcnfltic of cortefpondancc , tvil it dtitAndtd. Whcras 
Religion, to our exccfliuc comfort, thougn it throw more bene fits vpon vs, yet 
ihofcverie benefits arc wichal as manic helps and fiinhcrancrs to clifchaigeand Thcoucr- 
rc-inbourfe that,w'hich wc owe in regard of them, andofal others which are vni- '''" ",' 
ucifnltoalmankinii.ForasitisiheguiftofGod to faft, to be chafl,io be obedient: i-cV.uo" 
fo by the fcif-famc fafling, and bcingchall, and obedient, wc render in a manner difdur^c 
as much to God,as tl^eguift is worth. 'he debt. 

5. Bcfides that, this ftrid denunciation of rcdemandingthat which hath been To be rich, 
giucnvs,ought not fo much to fright vs, as that other promifc encourage vs: Ht iMdifpo- 
ih4t Ltthyihai bn giuen vnto him , and he shal abound. For fo it is in truth ; and ihc "''"'^f^r 
Banner and difpofition of Almightie God, is , [til more and more to enrich and fil "j^jj^ 
thofcthatarcfuland rich. And in fomc fort wc may fay, it conccines himto haiic 
an eyc.ihat they , vpon whom he hath heaped fo much wealth, Iccfc it not , but be ^^^'! '' ' *' 
fiil.receauim; more and more at his hands , to ftrcngthen and eflabiini them in ip, 
that which formerly they had i as oftimcs we fee gamefters leefe more , that they 
may bcnoloofcrs;and they that goc to law , the more paynesihey bauc taken,. 
and ihc move money they haue fpcnt in it , the more hot they arc vpon fpen* 
ding. 

4. Finallythatvvhichwcfaydbcfore,isconfiderablealfointhis place, that the ^thr.ioii': 
pcifcdtion of venue isnotfo required at Religious mens hands, as tliaiihey are jj'*-" ""'/ 
nound to be perfcft. And they that are fo much frighted with the obligation aLttto 
Wiiich lyts vpon Religion , niiftakcthc matter , if they think they arc. But they jicrfciUoit^ 
difchnrgc their dutie, if they af|jiretopetfe<5lion,if they keepeihcmfclues ftilin 
(he way towards it. As it is not required of a Schollar , that he be inflantly 
learned , inflantly excellent at his bookc, becaufc he is a Sciiollai , but ii is fui- 
fiticnttljaihedenrcit,andendeauourtoit:andthc fclf-fan^ wemay fay of Re- 
ligious people, if theydoenot wholy caliafitlc the thought of vertue, but with 
conticnicnt care and tiiligencc lab.ur for ir , fh.>ugh tl'.cy be n<mviti»flandin;^ 
iinj)tifc<it,ti)cy cannot be fayd to fayle ffthtir dutie i and thofc vericftc^»s, as 
ivn as tlicy are , bring them day ly neei r. and ncerer ro G"d. 

^. By which wcmay fee,tliat Goddcalcs not fncielyand liiMdly wit!) Rc'i. ^' 
j:it)Us|Coplc,bntratlirrLenrI/ and fweetly ; an ' i-. fofarrc from oucich.r i.» 
tlicni,a! hclaycchraihci lcflevpontheni,thc" ney ireabic to ^oc thn-ij"'' < 
Soihaf.vhaiwcmectc with oncofihclc, that ncglcdca Rclicjoiis vo. ' 
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fcarei of this natarc » we may wcl liken him to that vnprofitablc andnauehtle 
Scruant In the Ghorpcl,that cxcufcd his l.izincsco his Maiilccin ihefc words- 
I wut dfrdid^ Ucauft thoH 4rt dhdird matt i then rt4pt(i ^ where thon hufi ntf ftyvt/. 
Mtitl t^dtherefl ,Vfl tte thtu hsfi not fcsftertJ. An allegation both falfc and impiou^ 
FoiGod iifo farrc from demanding more then hci^auc , as le rcquircth farre 
IcHc. And the man was iuftly conui^tcd and amdcmncd by his Mailkr , out of 
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„;![ v„. his ownc mouth. For if he thought he was Co haid andfcucic , it bchooued him 
uorthily to be much more diligent, and watchful , and adliuc in making the aduamage 
ofCjui. of his flock. And the fame wcmay fayof thcfc. for firft they crrc in thinking fo 
viuvoiihily of that InRnit Coodnes and bouiuie , and casing Co grccuous an 
afpcrfionvponhimjas if he were To cruel as they make him They Ihould rather 
think the truth, that bis guifts are ncuerto cucruine,but for our qreatcr be- 
nefit and faluation , and that , whatfocucr he requireth of v$ , he firll volunta- 
rily bcftov\es it vpon vs with a free and liberal hand, Secondly, if they learc 
Jeafk they llial be feucrcly punilhcd, if admitting of fuch a vocation, they make 
IcfTc profit of if, how much rather ought they to fcaic , if they rcicdl the vo- 
cation which is offered tlicm ? For whaifoeuer iscfFcrcd vs, is accounted anrnng 
the guifts , fcing it was truly giucn vs , and he that rcicdcth fuch an o/Jcr, 
doth not only w»ap-vp his money in his handkcrcher, or dig it into the ground, 
but , which is vvorfc, he conicmiics it, andcaflsit away. They iliould therefore 
(land in fcarc of this , and alfo cf that terrible fcntcncc layd vpon that lazic 
Sctmnt: I j td haiiti And jm ^ctijlhimitiio yt/n darf^ries. And this is the truth of the 
hiiCincs. 

6. IJut by the way , wc nuift hccr anfwcr an other doubt, which pcrha}>? 
ftagi»crs a great manie , imagining i^at the (inncs of Religious people arc farrc 
m* re gtccu^us, then tl e (inncs of iliem that hue in the vyorld , and dcfcruc 
^•uuis pco- Ixtic greater punilhment. Which il it were true, certainly their cafe were very 
l»lc he hard.Wc mull fee therefore, how k ftanJs with tiicu. S". /»A» C/;ryo/?ow putting 
r,'^*"-''- fjj^. queliicn , anfvvercih in thcfc w ords : But thou wilt fay : It is not a fault 
oflikc conddcraiion, wlicn he.that liucsin the world, (inncth , and v\ hen he 
that JiJih once wholy vowed himfclf to God , failcth from iiis purnofe of 
Rcligiun, For ihcy fal not ftcm the fame hcighth , and fo they receaiic not 
•» harmc alike. Thou deccaucft ihyfelf mightily , and miflakcft the matter , if 
» tliou think , that one thing is required of Secular men , another of Monks, 
*• And foilowmg this argument at large niih manic rcafons, he concludcth thus: 
>> Therefore, that a Secubr man , and a Monk, arc both equally bound to the 
» fame dijii;ence and care in their hie , and to the highefl topofperfedlion , and 
». that both of them if they fal , Ihal recennc harme alike , 1 ihinic no man 
•> now , though he be very impudent and contentious, wildenye, 

J. S. i iow4i canuafini^ this felf-famcqucltion, nnd difputing it withal the 
fnlnlctics of it , accordu^.g to the ri our cf Schooled, in two feueral places 
of his Works, flicwcih , tl.at fctting alidc linncs of contempr , and fuch as 
aic couunic c-d againft their Vuwcs » al orher linnes , Venial or Mortal, arc 
lather Icdc in Rclrjious pe(^plc , then greater. And bceaufe fome perhaps 
mi 'lit think it an incredible thin; , that it lliould be Co , he giueth three 
icafons or it. 1 nd, becaufc the llinc?, which proceed not out of a habit and 
cutiomt , ai v(uail) ihAc doc which Secular people commit , but of a fuddain 
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motion, which comes vpon them as a great blaftof v\ind, arc leilc voluntarie, 
tnd therefore happen feldomc •, and when they happ/ii ; the wil of the partfc 
chat commits them, is notfowholy bent vpon them. Secondly, bceaufe what- 
focucr euil they commit , it i< eaficr drowned in the good which they doej 
and their good deeds pleadc for more fauour at the hands cf that infinic 
Goodncs, which isalwayes m< re inclinable to mcrcic , then one (aCi can 
fxaiperate him againft them ; an example vvhcrof we haue in King lofapUtf 
10 whom the Vrophti fpakc in this manner : ^nd ihertfert indttd djou dtftf" 
$tfi(l tie VPraih •[ Cod •, but good TVotkj haue been fvund in ihee. Thirdly , as a 
Religious man hath more knowled;;c of God , purchafed by long familinriiic 
with himi fo he cannot fo carelcllely call himfclf away , and plunge himfclf fo 
deep into finne , as one that neuer knew , what the beautic of Vertue , or the 
tglincs of Sinne meant. 

8. For eucn fpeaking of our bodic , when a man comes by a fal , there 
is great difference in falling by chance when his foot flips, and in calling 
a man's fdf headlong dovvne ; for the firf^ hclpcth hindcif as much as he 
can , and lifcth prcfcntly againc : the other crulhcth himfclf (arre more, and 
thinks not of riling againc , and confcquently is more apt to fal an other 
time , whereas the fnft growcs more warie and Urong after his fal. Which 
is thit which the 'J'/d //»'/? fay th in thcfc words : ji mil man , -when ht Iallttb,sh4l not 
ht brufid. 

p. We haiic alfo the auth .ritic of ^. BaJiUo ftrcngthen vs in this point. 
For mouing the fcU-fame qucftion ( Whether the linnes of a Religious 
man , and an ordinal ic man , being the fame , be equal? ) anfwcrcth,that 
in a Religious man rhey are rather IcHe. For a Kchgious man , fayih he, 
being careful in feeking the grace of God , and labouring vvholy for it, doth 
not tal of purpofc , but by chance , and againfl his wil. But an ordinaric 
nun , rc;;ari)ing neither God nor himfelf , and thinking it no great matter, 
whctijcr he fmne , or Hue wcl , cither contemncth God , or thinketh , there 
is noGful at ai , as the Scripture fayd : The foole fayd tn hn hart , ihtre is no 
Out. They arc corrupted , they are made abominable in their ftudies. And we 
mull knowbclides , that the finncs of Rchgious people mofi commonly happen 
for their good, through God's particular direction; God nernritting them fome* 
limes to fal , to the end to cure fome pride, \\hich before they had in their 
Diirul, as it hapncd to S. Ve/er. Thefc arc S, Bdfn's verie words. Wherofoif if 
Religion dirninifli and lelfcn our ilnnci rather then aggrauatc thenr , what need 
anic man fcaie , Icaft by reafon of his good deeds more be demanded of him, 
then he may difchargc with cafe? Wc may conclude thcrcfoi'c , and fay with 
ioy ihat , wliich wc find in holic Scripture : Our good Lord w-/ be mticilul r» 
4I that f(t\e With 4/ thttf hdrt the Lord OtJ 0} their Idthtn, And Wii not impnu ynto 
iLtiM^tbAtibijfdreleU'e fanUifyfd* 
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Jgamjiihofe thai obieEl ytktt fome Retigiotis people 
line not wel. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Omc liauc often inthcir mouth the faults and finncs of Rcljcfoi/e 

people, who cither corrcfpond not to their dutie in Religion nor 

tothcfanftiticcf the place, whcrin they Hue, or , which is worfc 

forfakeRcligion,& hAHw^pHifhtirlMtniutht plough , iool^e LcliMNinL 

and for this they hi;^hly difcommcnd Religious courfes. 

2. But It is very hard and partial dealing , to impute the fault of a few , to 

the reft that arc faultlcirc j and nmch hai der,to lay it vpon the courfc itfclf, whjc/i 

doubtldlc is holic ,andthc work of God's owne hand. And indeed the truth ij 

that manic ofchofc faults, which arc fo blazed abroad againft Religious peopfe* 

arcfalfci manic of them malicioufly forged againft them , the Diuel labburinij 

thereby to impaircthe cicditofthofcScruantsofGod, who are hisgreaieftcnc- 

S,MiufiiH mics. And what wonder is it ( fayth S.^n^t^flin) if men fpcakeilof thcrcruaiTii 

£p>jl ii(i. of God, aiullabourtoftaync their reputation, when they cannot depiaue tlicir 

" JiTcifeing theyccafcnotdayJyio blaf{)heme God our Lord, when, whitfoeiier 

" in his iuft and fccrct iudgcment he doth againft their wil , pleafcth ilicin 
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^. Though there be an other reafon , why they talk fo much of them, to 
wit , bccaufc tiicbcaucicand dignitic of the State makcth ihcnj cafily marke 
the \ci(i blemiih in it ; as tlir leaft ftayne is a difgr.ice to a rich garment ,or to 
a wliitc pccccofcloath i vvhcias in a pecccof canuas or fack-cloath no noiirc 
is taken of greater fpots ; not bccaufc ihey arc not greater , but bccaufc the ftiilfc 
in which they arc, is fo coorfe , that that new blemilli is not fcen in it. For 
fo in a Secular ftatc we let thoufands of greater faults paffc , and there is not a 
word made of thcm,bccaufc it is no ncwes in that State, but in a Religious courfe 
liie leaft fault that is , is prcfently fpycd , and yet they leauc not to be of the 
Icaft. , 

4. That which .?. Usfil fayth to this purpofc , is alfo very true , that Secular 
people hauc a ftrangc conceit of Religious men , as if togcather with their 
v^tarc, they had prcfently changed their nature, and u ere not men, but of feme 
ithcr farrc different moldj and confequently they wrong the fcruantsof God, 
and think fomctimes.that ihey muft fcarce catc mcatc , as if they were not made 
ot flcftiandbIoud,and if they fee anie of them attend to thcncceflltics of their 
bodic, they load them with reproachciandflanders, and turning their calum- 
niations from one vpon althc reft , they cal them al gluttons and bellie-guts, 
aiid think not how thcmfeluei doe dayly fcaft it, and though they c2tc often 
in a day , and cram thenifclucs with a great dealc of fleni-meatc , and powrc 
Jow nc wine by whole bow Ic-fuls , yet t hey gape after mcatc, as dogs that arc let 
loiUccut oftheirci aynchalf-ftaiucd.Thus fpcaketh ^. B^/l in defence of Reli- 
gious people. 

5. But 



Of A Reticiovs STAT E, lib, I If, Cdp. yxy^, 5 '9 

^. But let vs grant, chat Religious men hauc fometimes their faults, andtitac \'.t\fLC\ni. 
Conicof them hauc fallen, and doe fal from Religion j muft we therefore con- <hjnsai.j 
imne Religious courfes? or ccnfurc the whole State, bccaufc feme arc (loathful '^'^c 
indcardeflc? S, ^tt^kH in fpcikcth wittily to them , that obicdcd this againft ^^'^"^J^ 
Monks, in thefe words: And wc alfo know fomc fuch people, but the dcuout Mvuk** 
Confraternitie is notloft, bccaufc of fotne that profcflc that which they are not. „ 
There bcaswel falfc Monks, asf3lfcClerks,andfalfcChriftians. And S. llicrome ^ 
fayth very truly, that mal ftatcs and conditions the bad are mingled with the 
good; and fo much thcmore,thc higher and more pcrfed and m(irc eminent the 
State is,foc the greater the burden is, the IcfTc wonder it is to find fon)c in this 
weaknes of humane nature, that arc rCadie to fliakc it off, or carrie it faintly^ and 
y« their flackncs ought not to Icffcn cur conceit and eftecmc of fo eminent a cal- 
ling. When the Hcretick Utlmdm had proclaimed warrc againft Virginitie, 
among other thmgs , for which he tooke occafion to calumniate that .State, 
he fayd, that fome Virgins were M«fr«f-/;4»/frj. And how doth S. //ifrowf refute 5" inet.ctn* 
him? I, fayth 5". Uicronif^ fay morcifome among them arcadultercffesi and,\\ hich ''•"•' ^ 
is more to be wondered at,there be Clcrgie-men that are huckftcrs , and Monks " 
diflioncft. But who doth not prcfently vndcrftand , that neither a taucrne-hanter " 
canhca Virgin, nor an adulterer a Monk, norahuckftcraClcargie-man?I$ it " 
the fault of Virginitie, if a countcifaitcr of Virginitie be in faulii •• 

6. Let vsiookevpon the whole Church of God, and argue in behalf of a 
mcmbcrthciof,from the whole bodic. For though there be manic in the Catho- /^["^ 
lick Church, that line dcboiflit, yet the Church is ftil called Hi 'lie pnd their wic- jj,'||7j. 
kcd Hues hinder nor,but that the whole conipanic of the Faithful, is truly fayd by tljun.j/ 
the Apoftlc 10 hcw/fhoHfffiotor wriw^/^i bccaufc we muft not regard , how things <omc l)c 
haucbeen defaced by mofi.but what was the firft inftitution in itfclf, as God or- " '^ holic. 
dained it. And in like manner we may fay of Religious Orders they Icefc nothini; ^'^''' ^'^T' 
ofthcirfan^itic, bccaufc fomc among them be not Saints. And if wc weigh ic 

wel, the argument is yet much ftronccr in behalf of Religious OiJcrs i for itthc 
Church beftilcd dlfdyre^ and al ofit the beloued ofOod , notwithftanding that ^*'"" <• 
there be more badthcn good in it , and more that walk the broad and fpacious" 
way,then the narrow, how much more reafon hauc we to giue Religious Orders 
thclikchonour,reing there be fo manic good among them, and fofew that arc 
bid? 

7. And bcfidcs the holines of their Inftiture , we may cleerc them vpon an TIic vcr- 
other groundifor whatfoeuer blemifli may fal vpon them oy the faults of fonic, mcs of 
icis abundantly ftricken-out by the vertuous lines & good deeds ofothcrs. Doc '""^K f^f- 
not ( fayth S, Hienmr) caft thy eye vpon ludas denying, but lookc vpon VmhI con- [[.'.'j-lj',^,'!^* 
fcfling. And wc hauc caufc to be much more animated at the fight of fo tnanie Jf\ f, ,^_ 
J''««<h,then tobc difc6fortcd with one Itidas. To which purpofc 5'.G>'f^«rir Nyfjen S. u,tr. tf. 
•Ifo fpcaketh in his to»^eo/'^/V»»/>«Mf,anfwcring thofe that carped at fo holic a life, Jf • 

by occafion of fome,that hauing vndertookcn it, were afterwards oucrcome and - ^ 
viiKjuifhed. I doe not deny (fayth he) but that it is a hard maiter,and beyond the j^^'iJt 
fomonftrayne; neither is it anie wonder, if in fodifticultabufmcsfomcbcoucr- f.V^. t.^U, 
cotnc with the toylc of it, fomc by other meanes. And yet wc muft not be fo •» 
«iircourtged at it , as to forgoe fo rare a thing for that feare : but rather con- •• 
liictitly venter vpon fo ptoliiablc a nauigation , in the Ship of Contincncie, *•, 

RRR J witk 



THE n A P P I N B 



M iro" ants 

II I IC llut 

Ir.i iiirf, 
I. c . .iI 

k!j4» «iaCA. 



: Iwccc salcofihcMolic-Gjioft. For neither ihcy 
clundizc , doc abandon that courfc, becaufcihcf 



.Vjii.18.7. 
IIct!i.u 

ivfc) lcr« fh 
;r. I, mills 
^..1 I |.,J> 






The v;iic 

of l>j^>i<nt 
unt. 






wii'.i Cliiillnur Pilot, \viii» the 

that i;o C'j (ca t\iu\ ua^Ic id tnaiclunuizc , uoc aoanuon mat courlc, becsufethc' 
vn^lcilb.id.dut (omciJnKsfomchaucfuHcrcdlhipvvrack. Bcfidcsthatjitisinoft 
abfurJ and vniii(f,tucondciiuic one iliai hath aUvaycs llucd wel , fora wicked 
nun , and to dctcll tliccouiic oFlifc in wiiichhc was, for one fault into which 
ptrhai^slicfcl, and on the other fiJc^to think tliat a man that hath fpcni his whole 
jifc in liinic and vv i^kcdncs , tookc notvvithlhndin;^ the btfl courfc for himfeif 
lor if it be a hain us matter to finnc once , and for tiiatcaufc ihoq think it 
bcttci toablhinc frcni iljofc more fublinicCounfels and purpofcs^in how farro 
worfc ilatc is he, who haili been alwaycsAvallowin;^ in the fiUh of vice? Thus 
r^^akc S. Gttgorte Nyfjtft, 

y. This is ijje miUrablc frayhie of this life , Co long as we are ftrangers 
and pilgrims Irom God , and as our S.iuiour foretold vs : It is neiejjdrit ^thai 
I'lunjAh iU'„iil hjpi'tn : and he that wondcrcth at it , feemes not to vnderlhnd 
where Iicliuctli, and what liimfclf is madcol^fcinu^hc admircth it fomiKhia 

. ( thers. V/hcrvponCj/V/i>>/,hauin};iclatcdihcincmcrablep3tienceofP4/)i;«i(//«,', 
w ho lacing accuftJ of theft by an other M nk , voluntarily vndcrwent the ou- 
nilitinv-nt ihai was layd vpon him, though indeed he were innocent, condutltth 
l.i> nai ration in tl.efc words: And let vs not wcmdcr,thai in thccompanieofho- 
J.c men, tiicrc 1)C lurking foMic,ihat arc wicked and dctcftablcjbccaufc while 

- vvc jrctrodcn andbruftd u> thcfloare of tliis woild , it is necellaiic, that among 

. fhcchuit Jl whcatc,chaftcihould be min;;lcd,which istobcc.ill intoeucrlaOing 
inc. 1 inally il wc c.il to mind , that tliere was a Sarhdn among ti.c Jrchdniili , a 

. //«</./' a. nn^i he .^/fellies , a 'SitioLt4 (broachcr of an abominable hcrcfic) among 
thct.;fl>i /^.4to//<,itcanbcnowondct,ihat wickcdmenfljouldbe found mingled 
ainongthc order of Saints/And to infift a little more vpon this example of l*.!!)'- 
tiunuj , and apply it to our times, if anic man be offended, thatinahoufeoftliat 
h. iines,ln an Age fofuloffciuour, there was fomc one found Co wickedly ma)i- 
c;(j.»s a^.iinlt one of his Brethren, astoaccufc him falfcly in that mnnncrj why 
Ih >uld iic not l)c as nnuh edifyed at the hnmilitic,pariencc, and charit e of 'Pdfb. 
uui.in , wlio tofauc the credit of his neighbour, and fuch a wicked neighbour, 
icf hjcd wiihhimfclftoabidctlicdifgraccof fo fowlcafault, and to bearc-oui 
witii iKadandlhouKlcrs ths whole llormc of this infamie? Was not the vettuc 
a:ul liinpliciticof tills vSainc muchgre.'.'cr, then the malice and enuieof thatfin- 
r.ci ? Uchdcs that, in the w hole Monaftciic there was this one wicked man, and 
lie only to be found in fo manic ycares continuance jal the red were good, and 
i': id liues worihicoffoholie a vocation. VViiat perueifcnes therefore is it to be 
nioicKjtward, to take exceptions vpon one man's mIibchaui{'Ur, then tocom- 
iw nd and think honourably of the cv.urfc.vpon the vertuc of fo manie? 

c. Ac V'tna inS. ^tt^ufliu'i Mona(leric,therc fclagreat quarrel betwixtacou- 
I V,onc char in 4 another with a hainous crime, fo that one <f them muft nc- 
C' ll rily bcj;(iiltic,cithcrofanenormous f..ct, otof a Uorriblo Jyr. The jicople, 

' toath..^ <jt tlic voyccof ic,bci;an fnuciuoadmircand complaine. VViietupon ^. 
. //./k///'; wi*..:i n notable letter vnio them, Hrft reprehentiini; ihenj ,for caftini; 
an aipctruin vpon -i] Ktligii)us,bccaufc of one mail's fact, and fecondiy hera)th, 
J . c j,i' 4i a iirtle bcfjic, n'lat it is i.'o wonder nor no newcs , for ft me fuch i\n% 
£ UK.imcs t . happen iitnojj^ fqcii men. Wli^t doc thdepco^k 'J'.jy^^j i,^^/'j:«/^»") 

ilriuc 



# F A R i H G 1 O V s STATE. l,h, I U, Uf, XXf. 



J^' 



ftrittcfor, and what doc they aynjc at, but whenfocuer a ailhop, craCleargic- 
fflin, or a Monk, or .1 Nunncfalles, to beleeue that al are fuch , though al can not ** 
bcconuincedrobefuch? Andyctwhena wife is foundinadulterie, they neither *' 
put away their wiues, nor accufe their ownc mothers. Bur \% hen either a falfc im- " 
putatio IS layd vpon the that profcffc this ho]ienamc,or fomc true crime (f theirs " 
difcoucrcd.thcy vrge,they bcfHrre thcfelucs, they gloric to haiic it bclccucd of al. " 
And a little after: How vigilant foeuer the order of my houfc be, I rmanun, I * 
liuc among men, 1 d.ue notprefumc, that my houfc flial be better i lien the Arkc cri. 9. 
ofN c, where among eight pcrfons one was a rcprobaie;or better then ti.c houfc „ 
o(ji/ralutH^ wlierc it wasfpokcn : C4/I ««/ iht handmaid dnd htr fonne ; or better aen. u. 19. 
then the houfe of //44(,to\vhom,ofthetsvo rwinnes,it was fayd , and done: ^ 
llmJlACob^bu^ tfau I huicd , or better then the houfe oflail; w here the finnc 'V-t'.i. |. 
defiled by inccft the bed of his father , or better then the houfe of f).««/r/, whofc ''"' "* 
fonni lay wiihhisfifler , whofc other fonne lebelledagainft fo holicamcckncs * '^'^ '^* 
of his father i or better tlien the conif-anic which our Sauiour had , where the " 
fkucngood, tolerated the perfidious ihceuing /«</«*#; or finally better then Ilea- *' 
ucn.from whence the Anj»elsfel. And inconclufion,notwith(landingheack now- 
Icd^cth thntthc/cth.ngs cannot be auoydcd,he pleadcthftrongly for Relii;;ion, 
ami mainavneth the honour and dignitic of it to the ful. Though we be lorie « 
(fay h he; for fomc drclli: th.\t comes off', wc hauc comfort of nn re ornament d 
thatremaincs, doc not therefore for tl:e fcummc that olfends your eyes, loathe .« 
iliCi^ic-prcUcs, wliich filthecellarsofour Lord with thcfruitof a morebright .t 
lliinin;.', oylc. He callcth the Church and the Soules cf the Faithful, ('rl!>in -'j our 
Urdy giuingvstovnderftand, that both the Church and cuerieparticuht S >ulc 
iscnlightnedwiththis oyle.thit is, by a Religious State , and by the workand 
trample of Religious people. 

10. Finally it is not an)i(Ic torefled,that if they were Angels that obic<flcd thefc 
tlnni;$, they might haue fome right to doe it, bccaufc they line without fidh and ,^,t A'>"d« 
b!oud,frecfrom(inne;anditwerc to be wi/hed,ifit werepoffible,that wc might tlntn Jk ; 
tichanj^e this our life with theirs. Bu; feing they be Secular people that mnke «!ii^ «^l':cc- 
this bufiues , and al this comparifon is betwixt their life and ours , I know not '''^"• 
what they can prciead in al this difcourfe , fcing they cannot be fo ll)a(nclcllc , as 
U) pre fcrre their State before a Religious State, finding,as they dc^e.in their ow ne, 
t at they fal fo often 1 that vertue is fo fence among them i hat their I ewards and 
(Jffcrtsarefofliort inthe world to come. To which purpofc S.^nfdtm hath this ?. c//m/*/. 
ucdlcnt faying in one of his Epiftles : Perhaps fome bodic w il fay, that in the Or- '^^ *• 
•let of Monk J alfb there is danger. O the man ihatfayth fo! Why doth he not " 
'''nin'c whathefayth? O reafonable creature! Is this reafonable counfel,hecanfe " 
ifereisdangereuerie vvhere,thtreforcehoofctoftay where the danger is greater? ' 
hnally he that endeauoureth to loue God only , if he kccpe his purpofc to the end, " 
ifureof faluation But he that wil loue the world.if hedoc not forgoc his purpofc " 
Effete i!:c end, either mufl not expe<5 faluation , or hi^faluation r.il be doubt- " 
•y'.or leflb. Thus faythV. ytnftlme. 
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>^» stirjfver totlh'tr Argument that fty : If al should become 
R eliglotts^ the world would pens h. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

O M E ohkCt fomciimcs againft Religious courfes, as a great in- 
conucntcncc , that they wil be wel-nigh the dcdruftion of the 
world; bccaufe.ifal betake thcmfc lues to a finglc life, the world 
muft needs be difpeopled for want ofpofterltic. This is no new 
obicdtion , but aduanccd in ancient times, and canualfcd minic 
Ages paft. For S. ^.<^«///wpropoundethitin a certaui place after this mannet : I 
kn )w Tune that mutter -.What and if al wil abllaine from al carnal cepulaiion, 
how Oial mankind fubfilh S. tohn Cbvyfoflome doth not only propound the que. 
Aion,but hcapeih manic inconucniences that would follow. Ifalihould follow 
that good, fay ill he not to touch a woman at al, al things would pcri(h,citticj, 
families, lands, trades, cattle, and whatfocuergrowcs out of the earth. Foraj 
wlicn a General is flaync in the field , tlic whole armie muft needes be put to 
r* lire : r)if youtakc Man out ol tlic way, whois the Princcofthisvvorld,no- 
thiiigchcan fubfill.or be prcrcrued,& confequcntly this Counfcl would fil the 
n iiole world with innumerablecalamiiies. I 

I, This obicdion therefore is ancient, and long agoe ftranpledbythf hollc | 
Fathers. S. jfw^uilin anfwcrcth thus : \Noiildt§ Ootl al WuuU dot f$ j the Cith §f 
OocI-WitilcHtmHchfoontr [MaifUnd the end •/ the world hapned on. And hisanfweris 
goodjfor how much better were it, that the Kingdome of God were come,which 
we dayly beg , and haue been taught to doe fo by our Sauiour himfelf , and that 
God (astheApoftlc fpcaketh) Wf ./f/wv/f/, which fhal bc.whenChriftout 
Sauiour flialhaucfubiecfted alto his heauenlic Father, then to prolong our liuci 
in this confulion and mingle tf al things? And if itfliould faiiout fas S, ./titi$(lm 
wllheih) that al 111 )uld liue a finale lifcand chaft ,it wercnneuidcntfigneofihc 
w il of God, that the world fliould haue end ; and it can not come to a better end, 
tlicn if generally al liiould confccrate themfelues,fouleand bodic, to fo holic 
a lire. 

J. S, Uiewne anfwercth ihcfaincobieiTHon after an ot her manner ; Fwrrw^ 
fay th he, U^li albt ^/r^ins ; yirgmwe ti d lurJthtns, , and thtref'bre r4ie^ becditfe if ts 
''^rd, Wh ch anfwcr of S. Uierom'i is the ftrongcr,ifwc compare it with the 
iaving of our Sauiour : Notdl te{tatte ihti Word. Nfanie thercbc,\vhom God, out of 
lis lecret iudgements.doth not vouchfafc fo great .i benefit ; others he calles to be 
:'a>tjk<rsofit,and they giuc no care to his calling, but charmed with the plea- 
iuics of (his world , they cannot get their feet out of the nets, in which they arc 
inranclid ; finally others vpon other motiues & hindrances , arc fo held back, 
rf K the tru'.h of that, which Truth itielf dcliuercd in the Ghofpel , is very 
'.vivn'.', [*) I c fccn : Tie wjy n n4/f\.w^ w')ich ludi to leduen ; aiut ftW dtt ii'tl 
»i. VVTiuh \v.is \'^^kcn indeed (A thcordinaric way, which al Chriftians ouf;}.t 
to v.'.}\kc . but is much more venfycJ in the way^whlih Religious people take, 
:...o,iu!wh.:i3t iiucgaido!ihcn3rrownesotit,alSecularw.i)csu>aybtfai'ltobc 

broad. 
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broad. And not only thcinfirmiiicofman (which takeih place in ihefarrc greater 
part)doth not allow this benefit in the coinon & ordinarie among men , but it bc- 
fongcthalfototheprouidcntwifdomcof Almlghtic God, to haue care,thai there ^ . .^ 
be alA ayes fomc to attend to pofteritic, folong ashlswil is thisinfeiiour world pryuijctfj 
fhoiild laftjwhich prouidence of his watching ouer the verie bealls and wormes others, ifc. 
of the earth, and prefetuingcuctic thing inkind,a$ it was fit ft created , no man 
uw hauccaufetomifdoubt, that lie wilforfakc mankind. 

/^, S. hhn Chifjffifiome dotU laugh at thefcpeople.that arcfo follicitous to vphold s. h. dry. 
thcworld, and labouring fo carneftly , that mankind fal not to decay , which dtyn^i.xu 
concernes them not to think of, lay afide al care of their owne foulc , as if it belon- "'^> 
gcdnot vnto them \ and confequenily , that they do it not out of a dcfirc of the J|J"" ^'^^'^.' 
common good, but to colour their negligence and H )ath. And tclks vs withal a for tian 
truth,which is worth the obferuing, that Marriage of iifelf doth not propagate fouki. 
mankind, bccaufe the parties ..re often barren, as it hapncdin .AbtAhjm'yhwt it 
isthebleflingvvluchGod j^iucsjaiid Godcan multiplyc men as he thinks good. 
Tiicn helhcwcth, how there were two rcafons in the inftitution of Marriage; the M^M.-e 
one, to begctchildren; the other to extinguilh natural lull in that kind, and fayili, ""• > < '■ 
that the firll now ccafcilijfcing the world is foful,ihatit is ratlicroucrchargcdi ''^'" ''^^*■• 
asfor thcothcrreafon , tiierc c.ui be noqueftiou , but thatluft is farremoic|ei-. 
fcdiyexMuy^uilhedby ihcgraccofGod,and by the vertue of Chaftitie , then by 
the vfc of Matrimonie. 

5. Uut fomc bodie wil fay, tliat t'le diflfcrenceof Sexes, and the facultic of ge- DiOMi/'rio 
nfration,wil bcin vayncinthemthat doe not marric , and vet Nature hathgiuen ofScxts i^ 
itvs , andGod hathfo appointed-, and no man that is wife , doth anie thing in ""' '"'''" 
vayne. This is the argument both of ancient Hereticks, and of ihofe of our daycs, p"Vi '. ! .' 
that malicioullyoppofe and cauil at thcwholefome continencie,witii which the ** 
holie Church is fo much honoured and ftored. Wc muft therefore make the fame 
anfwcr, which we make to hereticks, to wit, that whatfoeuer isinftituted for 
the good of the whole kind , is not idle or in vayue , though in fomc particulars of 
that kind it hath notiheefl'ed, if in others it haue. We fcethelikc in'uo/l natu- 
ral things ^for in al kinds of fruit and herbs there comes a great dealcof feed, 
which is ncuer fowen, ratlicr afnuldcale of it is vfed to that end , and yet no man 
ciicraccufcdNarurelor it, asifit hadmadcitinvayne. And we may f.jy the like 
of man, though in man there is yet a further thing; for Continencic inthis kind, 
being free and voluntai ic, and in cuerie bodies power to praclife, or not to prac- 
tircit,iivva';not fir, thai Nature fhould determine it, but the wil ol Man ; neither 
that ue fhouldbc borne f»>, but that welhould outofreafon and iudgemcnt em- 
brace ir. Wherefore it was fitting,thatallhou Id equally haue the power by nature, , 
bo;!) they that would vie it , and tliey that for the Kingdome of licauen u ouKl 
rcfaynethc vfe of it. And ihi, is anfwcr enough to this point. . 

<5. But wc h.iuc an other reafon Hi! to dc.ilc with , noialtoi'.earhcr vnliket!,:>, 
\v!-,;c!i wc hanc now confuted, offometiiat arc J'.ot follicitous Jor: lie continuance 
oft.cwh >!c world but of their 0'\ ne I loufeand l-amilie. And the eloic iftiicir The f.-i 
onlii" nnc,oronlicuaiightermakcchoiccofaReIii;iousS(ate,tiKylanicntaii<l «'''•;' ' *" » 
mouinc.and, whicl»iswmfc,ihcy repine at it, as if their wh le ramiiit lli.;ii; I ^","' ;' " 
bcquitcroitcdout And to fay the truth,itisbut a foolilh an<! iniicitincni k\\\\ i,,^; .1,., 
ofviticf. For which is nioie to bcilood vpon , Uk- fancti.ie of a.S ulc,cr IVflr- poiiciuu 
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n K? And wliatgooJIs tlicrc in poftcitic ? If they fcarc ihcylljal vvantanhcyrc, 
vpon whom tlaii UiiJi miy dcfccnd ,h:ll ihcy hauc a world of Liiidrcd , and pcr- 
lu|)S more tlicn cnoii;^'i •, fccondly , thcic *\ il iicucr wane poorc people , in vvliom 
liicy may makcCluiittlicirhcytc, vpotjfaiTC bcticr conditions ti-.ci< thfirounc 
child. For one man (IvitiJicyrc to an other that is dead , carin«a rc*'ui:c liitutliac 
madciiimfjis licye, but Chrifl our Sauiour doth then moU ofal tecompriifc a 
man with rc'.vjidsc.tri.al. Moreoucr.what would they doc^ifti.at oniic /bnnc 
oFtheirs iiauc no illuc ? For Co ihcit line would bylc, and , uhich is n»o»c to 
bt lamented , wi hoiit thanks .uui without reward. Width ar^^unicnt i. }t t- 
rime doth dm fly iiXiil vp.)n , when he pcifwadcth luria not lo njanie. Doft 
liiDU t'carc tiic In c ^^C iiou ihalfjyic , and that thy farhcr ihil not hauc aiittic 
one of ihce , to ciccpc in ids bicalt ? f^)r a! that arc n)auicd , l.auc cliildrcii. 
It i'. riiiiculou^ to iiopc for certain ii)ac,wlnc!i tliou ("cell manic l^auc not , and 
manic Iccfc it , wh.c'n tiicy liauc it. To wtiom {lult tiioii Icauc ;il thy ridics? 
To Cinilt , wiio laiuvji d\c. What hcyrc iliak ciiou h.vuc J 11. ;n that is ihy 
Lord. 

7. I'.ut to i;rant , that it is .1 hnppincs to preferuc a man's Fam.lic ; how 
final , how lii rt , how fane infcri >ur is ic to the happines of a Rcli-ioii? 
life ? I'oi nor only par;icuiar men , but wliolc Familitbd)C , .md onccciu.c 
to an ci^^l , and thnu;^li tiicv continue ncuer io loni; , yc: in time tiicy mull 
needs dccav , and a:' lail Ic w!i oly cxtin-uilhcd. Scing tiicrcfore thty a c 
fiibicct to (■» inatiic cafualtics » is not he a vc;ic foo!e,ihai Ihal feed liiind'f 
witiihopc, tliat his nluc ihal alvva>es continue , and morcoucr Itriuc fo much, 
t.'iat it mayconti.iue, as to oppofc himfclf to the Counfclt; of God , andcndca- 
uour to alter and i.indcr tliCm? 

X. Finally how d.)th this txtraua^ant dcfiicof continuing a dcfccnt, become 
a Chrillian ? for in a Heathen and Infidel it might be perhaps more tollcrable. 
l-or, as ^rtllofle wiiteth , the rcafon why men and bcafts hauc adefirc of illuc 
ingrafted in them , is bccaufc, faych he , al things couct to be alwaycs, and 
alvvayes tocon:innc, but bccaufc they cannot in themfelucs con^pall'c it.hcinj; 
fubicc'ttodyc .chcylabourtocompad'cit at lead in their ownc kind, in which 
they fccmc after a m.mncr themfelucs to continue, fo Ion;:; as a part cut of 
from them doth continue. VVliat force hath this rcafon in the light gl Chriftia- 
nitic , vtherin we hauc fo certain a promifc of an Etcrni.ic in our ownc pcrfons 
bothinbodicand fonk\ that we need not feckc tiut in others , wldch wcl]i.d 
haucinourfchics ? And this is that which Nature chicHydefiics. Butthc mifcric 
is , that moft men doc not goucrnc themfelucs according to this Diuitic li,i;lit, 
but furfcr themfelucs to be Ic.id by Scnfc,and their natural inclinations, whiwl", 
1 nuill needs confcdc, is a moil corrupt and moft dangerous proceeding. 
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Agd'tnfi the [cat € offorne , that they shal wane 
ncccjftries for their l/odie, 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Et vs prcucnt, and cure, if wc can, their fcarc alfo , that mif- 
truftjlcaftif they forfakcal,thcy (hal not hauc wherewithal to 
palTc their life. OC which fcarc what can be fayd n)orc proper, Tv^oruifts 
ilicn that which is in the Pfalmc ? ^iid ilty jjioh^t tnil 0/ Coi/, duU cf tin. 
f,tj/t{: Can Gotlf>iep4re4ijbiein thedtfcrt ? S, UonaHertuie in his ^po- ^' •'•' • 
lo^^iefor ihe fioore , rcduccth al this difference to two heads , and ^svJn\'' 
fayt!» , It proceedcth citlier of Inhtlelitie ,as in them that doc not belccue, that i„ ,'JpJ' 
God hath care ol what hapncth atnong men, at Icaftwifc notof ihein in parti- fui'. ^. 
cular , or it comes out of Pufillaniinitie, which is cucr coupled with aflacknes in »">? i- f*^- 
(hcloucof God , and an earncfl louc of ourfclucs j wheras they that frame .1 **• *' 
rii;ht conceit of the goo.incs and prouidencc of God , cannot doubt but that God 
liathmorccareofthcirlifcjthcn they themfelucs. 

1. Whcrvpon V. .Au'^nfUn fayth : A iuft man cannot w.int ilaylic food , feing r. ,yli,n 'U 
it is vritten : Onr Lodwd mt hi the foule tfd iuji man wj/I) hnn'cr. And a^aine; f>f*t i,.,,, 
I \v,is yonz , and became old , and hauc not fetn 4 tult man jot fallen , mr A/j (ted jfil-^ nm ''""• " »• 
bread. And our Sauiour promifeth, that altifitns ihal be added ntlfm^ flat fa f^e /he '/ ^^," 
Kin^^doweofOoddudtheiuftice there d ■, and wheras al things arc God's , he that InnU ,," ' *' 
Cod, can want nothing, if he be not wanting to God. .So when Datnelwas by /;^„ ,^, 
the King's commandment Ihut-vn in the Dcnne of lions, God fent him his dinner, „ 
and among the hungrie wild bealls,thc man of God was fed. So IIiIim was main- j. R^'^. 17. 
tavncdinhisHii;ht,ihccrowcs minifliing vntohim, and thcbiids brin-iDghi'n - 
nic.'.tciniiinc ol j crfccution. S. lliofome fiyth the f imc in fewer wor.ls • Let no - 
nun doubt ofthc pi omifes of Truth. I.ct man be .iS he ought , tnd p-cfuuly al ^ ""•'' " 
things fhalbc added to him, for whom al things were made. A tjuc and folid ',/,/';'" 
icafon! For al th:, -s in the world being midefor Man , they neuu wiihdr.w f,..''|,'r' 1 
thcnirclucsfromiiisfcrurccoidtnchcfiift withdraw himfelf from thefctuiie » f f.!,.! : 
C'^'d. And it lie rctti;.,r. :;•, fcrue Gad as lie ou. ht,.hc may claymcas it w tit by '"''^' '' 
ii.'Ju al other thinc^s as 111-, ownc and due vi-.tohio), '''■'' '' 

;. S.^Amlnofe expounding that intuicl of an ApoHical man.u hich is fci do.\ i:c y'^,, , 
hy cur Sauiour in S\ iul-^c ( w,ih-ju: (atchti or Itnp ) fiyth t.'ius : Protected by i.c.u..:^ 
^i'cij, let liin» make account tliat the lelle he rcquireih , the more he may I uue, 
*5einj;thcrcfi.rt uc hauc fo mai-,i': icilimonlc, b tii of the holiel athtii ,ai)dot 
'*' lie Scii;v.ufc,in behalf t if tills piouidcnte 1 1 AlmJi'hticCiod. atid tl-c caic \. I.ici\ 
'tii.thof Iiii, th.uwc Ihal Icarcc hnd anic thing m ireoficn and mote txpicfi/ 
t "irnendcd viito vs , it can be no final fault , as I fiyd bcfoie , to douU 
'j'^rot J lor it were to make God cither couctoui or forgetful ; vnwt it! 
i.'iii.gs both of tiicnj of fo infinic a MaicAlc, For wc cannot pofUbly ii..a.;j.., 
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haw lie C3(i be cidicr more magnificent and profufc in giuing , or more liberal 

ofhis louc , or more circful in prouiding , or more rcadic in doing for vs. And 

S. jiu^uHin dotii dcfciucdly reprehend fuch as hauc (o meanc a conceit cf God, in 

% ^»l.di ihefcwords:Do(hliomhink,ihatanicthing (halbcvvaniingtoa Chiiftian ? to a 

h^:.m. ^^ fcruantof God >to oi;c that is giucn to good works ? tooncihatisdcarcto iji« 

„ Lord and Ahiftcr ? Doft tliou ilink that he iliai fccdcth ChriU , is not Fed by 

„ Chrift > Doll 'hou iliink, thai he to whom Diuinc and heaucnlic things arc giuen, 

.. riial v.ant carthlic things ? from whence comes thisdiftrulUul ihought? what 

„ makc'.h ;ii] vnfaiiliful ha; t in the houfcof God? Thus faythS. ^«^H(iin, 

4. Al which wil be yet more cuidei)t, if we confidcrihcpeculiarii^;bc, which 
.f .., ,,j. Rcli.Mous pc plchaueiii this kind , whether we regard God, rr ruan. Forfpca. 
,i : .iro kin.f of nun .there be manie re/.f mis, that oblige them to fiunilh RcJigioui 
' . l-.'^r people with al kii.J (f nccclluies. For fiift , Rehgious peqile hauing giucn al 
U ;• ;:..iis jj^j.y j^jj j^ jIjc poore , and biought thcmfcliirs voluntarily to Poucrtic , dc- 
I i '••'''^irJ ^^^^^^ ii'icwilc, that others Ihould giue them v\hcteA ith to line j and they arc 
,,; ,;V,'ir in the right that arc of opinion , ihat in this there is not only an ibligationof 
I' r.jrtic. Chai iiic", but in fomc fdrt, of lullicc. An other rcafon is in regard of the . about 

• and payncs , which they take for the eternal good of ihcir neighbour : /« tit 

• W,./;-v»4',' IS wonlne cfhts rfir4»f/ , and iJey ihat fiWe slitr/tuat thm^i^mufi )titi>tur~ 
mil) i'':i , as the Apoftle f|>ca'<cth. And in anoihei place , he faydi : i/f V- 
h.tuJ',^]! tl,4i Uhourcf!'^ ihufij.if} ^dthiY >f tie frnti. The force of which rcafon wil 

• be tlic morecnidcr.t , if wcconlidcnhe caufc , why Prelats demand furtcnancc 
asof iulliccducvntothcm, forludcnancc is not due vnto them, as honouris 
due to power and uidiori ic , but as wa^^cs is due for work and labour. Rclip,ious 
pc >p!c rhcrcfoic h uing tiieii jar: in this woik and labour , and labouring; fo 
hard as they doe , it is but reafon they rtiouldhaue part alfo of the fruit , fpcciaily 
(o much as is ncctllaricio continue their labour. Which is not only of force ia 
Preachers, and fuch as labour immediately for the good of their Neighbours, 
but in others that cnij loy ihemfelucs in .nnie profitable courfe for them. Forthcy 
that minillcr at the Altar , of the Sacrifice whcrof al Faithful are partakers, 
and they that atrend to Prayer and Contemplation , and the Studic of holie 
Scitptuic , and fuch other Spiritual fundions,as are for the benefit of the 
whole Church , al of them , as I fiyd , hauc right to be mainiayneJ of the 
peoples libcralitie. 

5, A third icafon is grounded in Religious perfcdion. For al Diuincs 

a;',rcingthat almcs is firll to be giuen to them that arc better, and rather tothcin 

then to others, it follovvcth that they that are ina pcrfert State, and llueina 

courfe that isfurnilhcd with al kind of vcrtuc, arc to be preferred farre before 

al others. To which purpofe S, Hitnmt applycih that which is written in J. 

Uh,t : V4{e\nt»ynt,frifnJf cftle M4mmonofwiritnm\tb.*t when you sbA JAyit ,ihtj 

J. W4y rectdueytti into the tfernATaljtrruclts •, and Hieweih ,ihat it cannot agree to 

yi^i. ordinaric poore people. Are they poorc , fayth he , amidft whofe filth and 

nallincs . firic lull dotli command < Can they hauc eternal tabernacles , that 

neither hauc them in prefent ,norto come ? For , not fimply the poore , but //;f 

Jifii. f. I. poorttn/l>,nt , are rtiled 6/i/jW/, of whom it is written : liufj'idts /;r, thsr yncltf(l^t- 

Vf- 40. 1. Jtthouer the p'OK jtul net Jit \ our Lordw.l dtUutr hnnw tie euil ddy. In maintay- 

ning the oidinarie pooie , there needs no vndcTllanding , but pitiic i >n 
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lit holic poore, there needs the vndcrftandinj» of Jlcaritude, to bcftow vpon him 
ch»i is aihained to take, and when hetakctj-isroriecharhfreapcs carnal things, 
bftuing fowcd fpiritual. Andi'. An^ttfhm hath the /ike faying: vpon the Pfalmc*: <. 
Thenobic Cedars of Libanu$,th€ Jofeic rich men of this wrorW,whcn they heare pr^^^ '* 
with fcarc , bUjjU is ht that ynderf^dmUtk mer tlitfme 4nd nndtt^ tlicy look c n)to > !n(!\\ ' 
their goods , thdr flirniei , al their fHperfltfouswcjkh , in which they feeme fo " 
loftic,andgtue thcmtothefcroantsot God, they giaeorthards.thcyboild Chur. ,. 
chcsandMonafterks, they gather fpwrowc* that nwke their neaih inthcCedais m 
of Libanuj, le is thaeforc as it wctc a kind of impolV or cuftomc iiut to Re- .. 
ligioos people from the Seculu-s , and Secular people vnderfhml it fo,and that 
luakes them fo free and opci?-hjndcd, ami alwayes (o rcadic to fupply al tJieir 
ncccfllties. 

6. An other grmmd of this right ( for fo we ma y cal it ) mote folid then 
the other, is G d himfclf; not only in regard of the gcneial prouidence^, . ,,. 
which he hath ouer al things in general , and prouideth for the birds of thc^edt^hale 
ayrc, and the flowers of the earth , or which he ha;h c-ucral men, though they care of" 
be wicked, tA^mn*^ .md fft^kjt'i ^^'^ Snutte i» shmt yptn thtm , or ouer the iurt I^Lli';ioij« 
of whom it is written : i faw mt 4 infl mdn fetful-^tn , nor hit fttd fitk^t' btud, P'^°P''-'' 
But Kcligious men hauc a particular reafon proper to ihcmfclues ; bccaufe, for- -pr < 
faking their polfcfTions , and their hopes , ihcy hauc cail thcmfclues wholy " ^'' *'* 
vpon his fatherliecharitic. So that though there were nothing els , this were 
fuHicicnt to oblige , as I may fay , his goodnes to hauc care of them , as a 
Father ofhis children. For God is not one, that wil fuf^ct himfeifto be ouer- 
come with Hberaiitie and munificence \ and confetjucntly, we ate fo farre from 
Iccfing anic thing , when we forfjike al we hauc, as wc are rather gainers by it^ 
the infinit wifdomc of God taking vpon him the charge of prouiding for vs, 
fo that wc may be airured,ihat we Ihal want nothing. On the other nde,when Our fora- 
wc wil take vpon vs to prouide and care for ourfehics by our owne wit and ^^•'^ "^^1 
forccad , how manie thinu.s mull wc needs want ? For ourforecaft isfoflcnder**'^"' 
and (o (hort , whctlici wc be to prouide for the future, or to tndcr things pre- 
linc , that wc mull needs often fal into manic great errouts & inconuenicnccs. 
Whcrvpon S, Uha Chyfoflome giues vs this Caueat : Taf^t no thought f^r thine J lo.chry/ 
mit , Lmi Udue it to God, Vor if thou Icdue it to Cttd , It rvH prouidf. And againCp,r" ***■ ' 
in another Momilie.which is al in commendation ofaMonaftical life, herec- 
koijcih this among the fpecial benefits if God , bccaufe if God feed al flclh '■/• ^■'•' f?- 
much more wil he feed his feruants, that hauc confccrated thcmfclues vnio 
him; and confcquently,al things ncccfTarle are deriued vnto them one of the 
prouidenccof God, as out of a fountain of running water. By whiih fimili- 
tudcof a fountain , he wouldgiue vs to vnderftand , both the aiuindarice .ind 
perpeiuiticof thefe benefits, and alfo that wccomc by them without anic la- 
bour, as waer fprings from a fountain. 

7 And it is apleafant thing to behold the examples cf this proiridence of 
W ouer ReiigiDUs people , and to rcadcthe manic tcOificaiions thcrof,which ^, 
3IC vpon record in ancient hiftoriesalmoft without number. But that is fingu- uidoicc^uf 
'"♦which VdlUdiits rccounicih of Abbot H*//w, who falling a-flecp, after he had (;oJ t(»-" 
loni<fa(led,therecamean Angel, and awaking him, badhimcateof that which *a^«l» ^^ 
was fa before him. And riling he faw that there was a large fountain of water ^"' "''''" 
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fuJdcnly fprung-vpbyhim^and abundance of green hcarbs roand about him 
and tafting of both , he fayd , he ncucrio his life dined better. And aftcrwaidl 
when he wanted fuftenancc, he cucr was wont to kncclc dmvne and ortlr vp hit 
prayers to God , and pi cfcnily he was fcrued with diucrs kinds of nicatc,vv jth new 
btcal , (diucs , and ouKi fruits. What can be moiclouing, or more plcafint 
to ihinkof ,thcnfiichaprouidcnce,which Uoopesfolow ascoaflihc part of a 
Steward ? Or s\ hy Ihould we think, he vvil forfake his other fcruanis , feing he 
was f.)caicful to piouidc for this his feruant by fodayhc a miracle , asjfhc 
had been his Clerk ? But » as 1 fayd , the Liues of Saints arc ful of thefc kinvj 
of examples, out we vvil niakeclioyceof twoefpecially,iiot vnlike the oneto 
the other , and uikcn out of two Religious FamiUcs very like alfo logea. 
ihcr. 

8. lor S. D^mntih i.i t!icbcgiiinin;s of his Order, fending his Religious into 
diuc:-^ places, tAoand two togc.uhcr, according to the manner fctdounebv our 
Sauiou: , i>) preach pcnnancc : it hapncd ihat two of them being facing r.nd vcr» 
weaj.e witl» liicir iourney , the ninth howre of the day being paft .'wcrediN 
courhiig foincwhai licauily letwixt tliemfclucs , how they might get fotue re- 
lief, in that pooreandvnkn;)wnc place \ and .\s they were talking, there came 
vnri>tlic»n a tal coinc'.ic nnn in fomcwhat a ftrange kind of habit, and gauc 
t!)Cnj a good check for their wcake and fmal faith. Could you , fayd iic, 
bclicuc God fo farre.as to ftiifake ai for his fake , and cannot you now 
Iciccuc , that he luth care of you ? He that giueth beads their tood,wiI 
n >c furtu iiis children to dye for hunger , which you this day llial abundantly 
CApciicncc. Aiul vanilhing out of their li.,ht ( for it was an Angel) they 
went a litlc (n.vatds on their iourncy i and coming toihencxt villa-c, while 
tiicy were ..t then' piaycrs , a Pried inuited them very kindly, home j and a5 
tlicy were going to his houfc , a Gentleman met them , and would h/ 
al mcancs ti.ey ihould goc with him \ and as ihcfe two were thus llraynin', 
curtc/ic toge.nhcr, the Lord <^f the place feing them by chance, ouer-rukd [1.7 
builnes, and bad boili the Fi iars, and the Pried, and tl.c Gentleman tu his lioufc, 
audfcallcd them very nob.'y. 

9. An 1 it is iccordcd alfo of S, I'rdncis , that when he Cewt anie of \ul 
liiars in Midion , lie was ntuer wont to ciuc them anie thing towards their 
charges vpon the way , but that onlie verfc of the Pfalme: C4(i thythcuiht ypon 
our Lord^atiii hewil nutntxyne th(t \ the faith of winch Vcrfc was as good to 
ilicm as anie money. It hapned therefore, that two of them , hnuin; tra- 
iickcJ almod al the day long , what wi'.h cmptines , what with wcarincs , bc- 
g.ii to laiiit ;and though they begged relief , no bodie gaue them anie thing; 
tii at lall there met them a yong man, that vndcrftanding of themthccaufcjuhy 
they were (o wcnric and fad, gaue them a couple ofloaues •, and as they late 
downc locate them , he leprehcnded them fliarply in thefc woid-i : Men of 
liilc faiti» , why did you midrull the DiuincpiouiJcnce ? VVhy did you not cal 
to mind the wordi of the Prophet, which the holic Father hath fo often incul- 
caicd to )ou •. Cu// ih) thtu^ln ypon §Hr Lord and he Vfil mtitn4ynt t/'.te \ fting'iis 
.;oodnes is not wantingto the veric beads of tiie field? Wherefore know, liiat 
:G^;i ditfcrrcd his help foe no other rcafon , but to punish this dilhJciice ol 
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yours uitii hunger. And hailing held this and the like difcourfes with them, he 
^inilhed out of their light. . . 

xo. Let others therefore in God's name haiie their lands , and policdii rs, 
and rents, and duties gatheicd u ith much toylc and labour, fubitcr to h.n k , 
ij)(i drowtii, andraync, and other mifchanccs -, .wchauc two Lordlhips , as 1 
niay cal ihem , the icnts whcrot ate certain , and free from al niifcarrying , to 
«it,ii d the i*rouidcnceof Almightie God.in a manner obliged vnto v$(hroui;h 
Ins o\vneinlii)itg«.odiics, and that ;ic^ of ours , when we left al f r his loue raiid 
IcconJly the Relief fiom our Neighbours, due in a manner noton'y t^fchaiitic, 
but of a kind ot iullicc. And this is that which the Prophet /■- 4y Iccnieth to pio- 
mirc,wh(:nhc fayth : I'homhalt fuck thtm /^ «fttatior,f^ andsl .tliLt fni at the Oteafts 
t' Kiw;'. I'or by .V^riswf , we may vnderdandthe common people , by K'«^J, rich 
incn, and men of authoriiie •, whofc liberalities the Prophet compare s to milk and 
aUomansbrcad, bccaufc milk is the iuyce of harder mc.KC, and ofmcite which is 
ntuoitenbut with fome labour, and fome work of natiireinthc nuifetom.ikc 
if,.uidyet the infant lucks itwithout labour,and with agrcat dealcof plcafurc. 
So Religious people haue that fornothing, w.'.ich others purchafc w ith a great 
dcale of labour, andfwcate, and trouble , and ofiimes not without danger. .So 
mat they may be wcl likened inthis to the ancict lieOnwes^vCwhom it is wt itten: 
Jndihfyppfjefjid (he laLoun cj pecplf. 

II. Wemay ihcrefoveconcludc,that he that niifdoubtah, lead in Religious 
I'oucrtie, that w Inch is ncccHaric , diould be wanting, w ants not only i udgcmt nt 
i!id conlidcration, but eyes to fee, how manic thoufands of men and women con- 
fccratcd to God, haue been inal Ages, and arc to this day maintayned ihroujji 
],is goodnes and prouidencc, and with fuch abundance and certaintte , tli.it lio 
Secular peoplecanmoreccrtainly relyc vpontheir lands of inheritance. For they 
.illohaucthtirlands, to wit, tliofc two Lordlhips , as I fayd, fo rich andplentiftil, 
tiijt if our Lord Jliuuld aske them, as anciently he asked his A podlcs : WIcn I fcnt 
;»« will oin [.ltd tl orl'irip, did ytuwatiiame thing} they mudof forceanfwer with 
ioyandthanks-giuing, as the Apodles did :Hothmg, 

Ofthefhtre , i\4mh others haue , leaf/ they may haflen their death ^ 
by the incommoditles , yvhtch they shalfttffer. 

Chap. XXVIH. 

^ E haue cured tliis fearc -, yet there rcmavneth an other, whlih 
[J alfo conccrnes our life , which as it is the dearcd thing wc 
haue , fo naturally nothing is more hateful and more deitliabic 
,^ then that, which either bereaucs vswholyofit.or in p\rtdiminj- 
jyji Ihethit And to anie man's thinking, it c^not be but that our life 
'^ diouldbc in fome mcafurc fliortned with the labours, and wat- 
cliinf^s , and continual paynes , and manic incommodities, which a Keligious 
fourfc mud necedarily inuolue. Whervpon bcHdcs the hadning of our end, 
fonic may haue a fcruplc , lead they be guiJtic of their owiic death , by thus 
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voluntarily , through corpotaUufteritics cutting ofFihctime,whichis allotted 
ihcn» to liuc. Toanfwcrthisobicdion therefore, \vc wil begin with this fc^. 
plcjforihat being taken away, the reft wil be cafic to anfwer. 

2. VVcmuft therefore vndcrftand, that DiuincSjwhodifputc ihisqueftionai 
large, make no doubt, but that it is lawful for a man to fliortcn his daycs and 
not only lawful , but commendable and meritorious. For though it be net law- 
ful of purpofcto kilourfelucsiyct to do fomc good thine, whcrvpon it IhalfoU 
low ,tl]atour life wil be in no fmal mcafure inortned , is notonly lawful but 
ofiimcs wol\ acceptable to Gcd, And we may iuftifye it by manic prefiJcnts, and 
particularly by the ancict approued cuftomc of thcCliurch of God, in appointine 
'on}; fafts , and laying moft grieuous pcnnanccs vpon fuch as ofl'cnded •, which 



kint of 
M.rtyr- 
dome. 



.oubtldlc could not but cut off not a litlc, but much time of their life. 

V IJli 5' ^"^ '^ '^ ^'^' morcccrtain , that R.clti»ious people oftcnd not in this kind, 

pcni.lciloc ^^-'caufc whatfocucr incommoditics they fuft'crinRcligionjOthersfuffcr asmucii 

ihcliKcf.r in tlic world for other ends. For if Religious people watch al night .manictia- 

othcrcndj. dcs-mcndoc the like for gainc, if they fuftacold, and hungar, and traud much 

on foot, how manie poorc people be there, that arc in farrc greater want, both 

of relief and apparrel , and other neccllaries,and yet liuc ? It is euidcnt thcrclore, 

that it isnotralhncs.and thatvvcoUi;ht nottohaue anic fcruplc of doing that 

for the feruiccofGod, which fo manic doc for the loue of the world. 

4. Wherefore this point being cleercd , that we arc not murderers of our- 
fclucs : If the cafe were fo, that Religion did halUn our death, how glorious a 
tliin^were ic to be of fo noble a fpirit , as to contcmneal things ,eucnourownc 
life, for God? And ifRcligiondidfljortcnour dayes,as Martyrdomcdothtakcour 
life quite from vs, lui'^lu we not iuftly in this refped account Religion a kind ol:" 
ii'tc^n a Martyrdonic? For though wcbc not cut off fuddcnly, & with loflc of bloud.lhat 
doth not alter tlic c.\Ccy for we find that S. Tihrctlhs is accounted a Mariyr,though 
l.c loii no bloud , but dyed in a caj^c of wild beafts, by the continual ftcnch of tlic 
place, and S.Vonrianus , though baniflied into the Hand of Sdrdinia (which at 
th.u time washcld tobcapclblcnt ayre)he pined away by little and little, and 
others, that cither with labour of diggini; in mines, or with the weight of iron$,in 
Icn-ihof time, hauc comcto their end. If therefore Religion alfo fliould ilcale 
I'iiu'with vs, how much Ihould we thinkourfcluesbchoidin^o it tbr making 
r-I u/c'm ^'^ M<Jrtyrs, andbcflowing fo great a good vpon vs, as is Euei7«(\ing gloricin 
Ire short- hcaucn , and bringing vs fo much the fooner vnto it , which of itfcif is generally 
RcJ. accounted a great happines ; and taking vs out of this mortal life , which is fo 

barren ofal goodnes, thatincomparilonofthe life to come , it hath no good in 
if, but lathcrmuch cuil?For we liuo heer continually among fo manic traps to 
catch rs, that we doc but prolong our mifciie, and cncrcafeaftlidion;&as lonij 
asit U(Uth,wc muft of force abide the cruel alTaultsof our fpiritual enemies, and 
/land to the continual hazard of the combat betwixt vs and the Diucl , the cucnt 
wi.erofis fo vncertain, and withal of fomayne importance. What therefore, <y 
1 favd , fliould we dcfire more then once to fee an end of fo manie euils , and fuch 
fearful dangers, and to end them in foblclfcd a manner as wc may in Relij-icfi? 
For Religion , as wcfliewcd in the firft bookc,affordeth extraordinarie helps in 
tliat doubtful paflagc-, fothat wherasihe veric thought of it is dreadful to others, 
the thing itfelf to vs is fwcet, fccure, and to be dcfired , in regard wc hauc Co long 
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^rforclhakcnoff althings,which,as fo manie fciters,arc wont to hinder others, 
iihen the howic of parting comethj and ciioy moccoucr atthatinftant manic 
(omforts , and amongthe reft the prcfcnce and prayers of fo manic of our Rcli- 
fiou$Drcihien,as then flock aboutvs. Wherefore Icing in this life al things arc 
ifkfomcand tedious, and in the death of a Religious man al things fo fate and 
hippie, and death itfcif a beginning and entrance to a life more happic, though 
Religion flioHldhailcn our death, what harme fliould it doc vs ? Kathcr if wc 
were fo wife , as wc /hould be , wc fhould eucn for this rcafon d( fire it. 

5. But 10 fay the truth , ic is a falfc imputation, w hich people lay vp )n Religion, 
^shcnthcyfjy ,ici>a bloud-fuckcr , and difpaicheih mcnapacc outof theway ^,,^11,,^ 
(forthisisthcirmeaningthoughihcy uil n )i fay fo in exprcfictermcs ) Rather, i^„^ ;„ 

if we lookc wel into it , it pi oiongct li a nian's life , as u c njay Ice by fo manie aged Religion; 
racii , as Religious houfes arc fuuS, and wc find vpon record in ancient Writers, 
cucn among them, that hauc lead moftauftcrcliucs-,asS. i/'mmc , wholiucd a 
liundrcd yearcs.and 5". Juionie a Imndrcd and fine ; 'i.V^cbmtm u a s v ct elder then 
S.Jntonit by fine yearcs. S. ^rfeniitf cvnc to a hundred and t wentic ; and thcfamc 
wcrcadc of S, /^4w«rf/^«f , and he palled one hundred of them in Religion. Ca^ian 
mcntioneth manic of hisownc knowledge, &wilccth almoAcf none, that lined 
not til he was very old, naming particularly three, Ni//frfli, hftph.And Chttmtn-y 
uhich laft,hc fayth, l.efiwa very old man, of a hundred ycares , ftoo|ing,and 
venerab'c for his honric hayres.Now if a fparedict,or the continual mcditationof 
licauenlic ihings.or anic payncs of this nature, v\ ould kil a man ( as the fc men wil 
reeds hauc it) they being fo wonderful temperate in their diet, and liuing fo aa-- 
Jlcrcly as they did, fliould by confccjucncc hauc been taken a a ay in a \(ry fii ic 
iin»e. 

6. But there is no fuch thing , as both teafon and expeticnce fljewct h. They on ScciLi- 
the other fide,that arc rich among Secular people , and liuc in al ph ntic and obun- pcoi-lc 
dance of plcafures and daynties, are almoft continually iroubxd witii crudi ies J"'"^^^ ^^ 
and funtes.and want of flecpc ; ihcy arc r,ftencr and moredaf>gcrouny fick , and ,,,j ,^„^ 
palfc fiiaiper cures: and finally arc rubic(ft to fatrc more acuJcdt-.tliatharten their .i.-aUj. 
icatl),boihforthcrcafonsalrcaJy niei.tioncj, and Tn (.ihci caiUs ,s\ l.ich their 

ownc and oilici s fcdlie & rafluK s do: li dr.uv vpon il'( m , by quui ( h nul the like, 
fiomalwhich a Religiv-iisliteisfitt , Temperance aad the conda it order ul ith 
they kccpcin al thinf v'oi'f "^ i' fupti fiuuus hi.m'aii s, ai.d fo j-rcfcruing health. 
In which re{pc<ft?.l^/^/J (W«(^./Wiftickethnotto fay, that Religious people,befides S hhn 
theabundance of fpiritual blcfllngs , u hie h they cnioy , hauc alio better beahh of ^^;^^*^;^^ 
bodie , by rcafon of their temperance and fparc diet. They ;nc , fayth l.e , as J .^ ^^^ '■ 
ftrong as ploughmen, and liaue>Vlc b dicslike leafls-, whcias lichpeoplc, ., 
andthcyihat arc dayniily brought vp, and commonly accounted happie in it, „ 
aie,asiftheyw«rcbrcdinaquag-miic,icnler andcffemT.atcanJmoiefubica ., 
loal kind of difcafes. And S. Uitnmc holds the like difcouifc ngainft huiniMn, , ,;.,^ ,; 
rnd proucih out of the Axiomes of phyfuk , that a modera-c diet prcfcrueth c.m hmn, 
lealth i and addeih to this purpofe : V. e read of feme that being tormented " 
»vi(h the gowteand difcafes iniheir i->ynts, wh iby hauing iheirgoods confif- •> 
tated. being brought to playne and hard faic , VNcrc cured ,f r 11 freed them - 
of l.oufc-hdd cans , and jrofufc bar.tkcts , which dcHroy both bodic and •' 
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7. The conftant peace and comemmcncofmindairo, which IUlieioust)«% t. 
rnt of cnioy , is no fmal meancs for tl.cm to liuc long. For certainly as cricf anri rf 
'^^ do< w.ft .m,n-s fpiri». .ad puc our Ufe « I m.y fay . vpo/thc Z^fl 
Ahh. contentment or mind , redounding ncccilauly to the bodic , nmft jjr 'I 

ptcfcruc it, and giuc it much cafe, by rcafun of the afKnitic betwixt the foul ^ 
it. And though wcgrant, with y. ///fromr inhisdifcomfcagainft l9mni4n rh 
Religious life, and fuch temperate courfcs,docnot makcvs fo ftrone as VJ* 
CrotoniAtts , that is nothing to the purpofc. For what neceffitieis there fa th h 
tljatavvifcnian,and a Chriftian Philofopher fliould hauc fo much ({rcn /if 
bodic ,asonethat profeilcthhimfeJf a Wiaftler, or ^ Souldier , feing if h h J 
fo much ftrcngtiijit would but egg him on to finne? * * '* 

8. Wherefore to tepcaie in brief that which hath been fayd , there be 
waycsto anfvver thisobiedion. Firft, by denying that a Religious coutfe dwK 

iliorten our life, andontheother fide maintayningthatS«brietic and continenr 
doth rather prolong it , Secondly, by confcfling that it doth cut off part of 
daycs,andtakingicforihe greater benefit, in regard that whcras alnlen Kin?/ 
Princes, and al muftnecciracilydyc. Religion makes this neceflltic in a mannw 
voluntaric , by going , as is were, to mccte death half way,and cncreafina thereby 
our merit and re ward m the meafure which I hauefpoken, the fcvvdayes which 
^vefpareof the mifcricsof this life being added to eternidc, and abundantly 
compcncedbythecncrcafeofourcucrlaaingfelicitie. Contrariewife they that 
negled aRcHgious vocation forfeares of this nature, buy thofefewyeares whk\\ 
they gct,at a very deare rate ; neglcding fo great agood foi fearcoffo fmala Jollc 
and putting their eternal faluation to.fo great a hazard. * 

An d>if\vcrto thofc , yehom the lone of their bodie hinders 
from Religion, 



CHAP. XXIX. 

xMOKG al thofc that oppofc Religious courfes , we haue 
not a more dangerous and a more dcadlic enemic , then our 
/ ownc flcHi For naturally it loucth hbertie andwantones, nndis 
jgrced.eofthepleafuresofmeate, drink, and fleep j it fliun.mh 
^ labour and pa.nc ; .t ,s hateful to ir.to be aloncj it wil not fad ; it 
So thit ..U.Cn^^^^iT'T ^ ^'^f .'"<^0'"'"^^clities therof as agricuous erode, 
buat fl?.!^^^^^^^ '^ ^^? °^"^ flefli ,orcalit to^counfel in this 

ncu r o;a * ,^ ^"^'^ "?" ^", V^\ »'^ "^^-^ vndcr the yoak of Chrift . or 

or . ''? ' ^'i '''"^ "° communication with it , but kcepe it 

■ ot co±^^^^ ''''' '''^' '^'y^' ^^»^^'-^«^ -^J ohcdicm and preLe 

not to command or g.ue dirc.hons. We muUchaaifc omhodicH'akhSMt) 

and 
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and reftraine the motions therof as the motions of ateaft j and by the com- 
jnaadofRcafon,a$ with a vvhip, ftint whatfoeuer" trouble it rayfcih in the 
mind , and not giue al the raincs to our wil without regard of Reafon , leaft it 
be carried away iieadlong , and torne in peeces, as a coach-man with vnrulic 
horfcs. Let vs imitate fythd^t>r4s , who feing a pupil of his giue himfclf to 
good cheer and pamper his bodic ,raid vnto him : Why doft thou build thy- 
ftlf a prifon ? And ofVUto alfo it is reported , that vncfcrllanding wel ,how 
nianie hinderanccs came by the bodie to tiie mind , he chofc to place his 
Schoolc of purpofe at ^thtnt , which was an vnholcfome fcatc , thereby to 
cut-uf the fupci fluous health of out bodie , as one would prune a vine. Thus faith 

s. 1141. 

a. And fuppofing ( as I haue f.iid ) that our ftcfli is made to be fubie(5l, 
two things arc wcl to be confidcrcJin this place, which doc ncccd'aiijy follow, 
Firft tliat it is not fo hard a matter to kccpe it in fubiciitit-n , fcing it is na- 
turally borne to be fubicd : Secondly if wc di enot kcepc it in fubic^tion, our 
fault is the greater. For if a man be oucrcome by one that is flroneerand 
more powerful then himfclf , it is pitiie , but yet he is to be pardoned; 
but the fpirit hauing fo much power and ftrcn;^th to oucrcome flcfli, and 
to maifter tlic dcfircs therof, it is the greater fljamc if it doc not j fpecially 
fcing if it be not maifter , it fals into a moft mifcrable fciuitude , and is 
eucric foot apt to bcdrawneintoalkindof vnwottliie adions at tlic command 
of the flcfti. 

3. Wherefore if vpon the wholefomcdeliberationofcntring into Religion," 
oui flcilidoc repine and draw back, as moft comtiiooly it wil, if it be afrayd 
ofthchatdnesofthedyet, and apparrcl,andotherauftcritics incident to that kiiid 
of couife, wemuft take the more courage and rcfolution vpoii vs , aid arme 
ourfclucstle ftronger, againft al the allucementsand nicenes iherof, and force 
it to doc that, be it neuerfo much againft it, which when it ftial haue accommo- 
dated iifelf vnto , wil be fo prc>fitable both for flefliand fpirir, and imitate the cou* 
ra<.eofy.f///4riow, who inthe flower of his youth, as i. ///rrowe writcth, hauing 
taken vpon i)iina hardcouifcoflifc, when he found his bodie t;rudge at it , in- 
fultcdoucr It in this manner: Thouaile, I wil make that thou Ihalt not kick; I 
v.il not feed thee with corne, but withftraw,! uilpunifti thee with hunger and 
thirft.and lay hcauic load vpon thee, and make ihcc think more of thy mcatc then 
cfwantnncs. 

6. But fomc bodie wil fay with the Apoftlc : No Msn tuer hsitd hit (>wne fttsli^ 
hkf mhrisheth and cbensherhit. Am] I grant, it is fo; neither doe I dcny,bur thatit is 
natural to loue our bodic. Nature teacheih vs tolouc €)urfelucs,and whatfoeun' 
is partofourfelucs. Wherefore when we fpcake of chaftifing and curbing our 
flcih , it is vndcrftood , that we muft doe it out of louc , and not out of 
haiied of it , but confider withal , what is truly louc , and what truly hatred. 
Ifiluough fickncsaman's bodic be il at eafc , and the Phyfician prefcribe a- 
diet to take away the peccant humours ofit,or order thatit ft)al be let blouJ, 
or that a limine ftial be cut oft', as fometimes it hapncth , becaufc the partic is 
oihei wife paft cure ; he that ftiaJ follow the aduife «;f the Phy fician , ftial he be faid 
to hate his bodie,ar to loucitPRathcL he ftial be faid CO hate it.that doth not follow 
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aduifc, bccauic lichurtctU his boJic and cncrcafcih his difcafe, md is oftime 

cau(c othii ownc dcjtliby it, which is chc vtmofttbat hatted can arriuc vnto 

Tills therefore, wiiicli v\c doc in cuctic ordinatic difeafc and dirtempcc of our 

bodic,n)uch more ought wctodoc in gccatcc and more dangerous difeafesof 

the fame, uliich arc the euil inclinations , which it hath. For the fcauerof 

Ju(t,and wijatfocucr other exorbitant heatc of dcfirc, is no IcfTeafcaucr then 

when our bodie is out oi order with diilempered humours i rather it is the 

more dan;croiis feaucr cf the two, bccaufc it pulleth v$ in hazard of eternal 

dcatlu VVhciclorc, if we be content to take a bitter potion, or apply fomerther 

dilbftful mcdcciiic to this euil affcdion aifoofGurDodie, vvc cannot be faid to 

'• lute our bodic , but then nroft of al to louc it. To which purpofc $, JiifJlm 

uiitctli thus ; No man hates his bodic, wherefore, wheras fome fay tliey had 

,. ratlier hauc no bodic, they arc deceaued: for they hate not their bodie, but ihe 

,, CvHiuition anil burden of it i and tliat which they aymc ac , is not to hauc no 

.. b'jdic, but to hauc a bodic intirc and incorrupt. Now that feme fcemc toper. 

„ fccutctlicir bodic with labour and contincncic, they that doc it as they fliouid 

,, ilocit not tint they may not hauc a bodic, but that they may hauc it fiibducif* 

„ an I pliable to al nccelfaric a(5iions. For, bccaufc after the Refurre^ion ihc 

., bodic Ihal be in perfect quiet , altogeaihcr fubicd to the Spirit, and immor- 

,, tally Hourilh, our care in tliis life ou^jIk alfo to be, to change our carnal ccn- 

„ iicilatlon for the better, that ihrougli difordered motions it refill not tl;c 

5. \Vc hauc therefore out of S. ,/fut^ullitt , that , to chaflizc our flcfli , and 
hiiiig it ii.ro fubicclion , is not to hate it, but truly and perfectly to louc it; not 
t<' gnc al>ouc to kiiit ex dcftroy it, but to perfeft ir, andgiuc it a beginning of 
that bcauticandglorie, which itcxpeJl?, when it (hzlbc conji^^uretl to tin ^hnr ef 
f-f^rijl i which .V. fto alio coiifiimcs in thcfc words : A mai/loucth himfcif fo 
I nuichthcm rc,rIicmorc l.edcthnot louehimfelf forthc loucof God. But no 
")an can Ij cake more plainly in this cafe , thcnour Sauiour : He thaiUtitihhnfculrf 
s- ii ilea It , avdhe (1)41 hureihhii fft4le in this WorltI^l{(tpefh ittoHfe «<f//uy?/;/«. For bya 
•nan s Ionic in tin's place we muftnot vnderftandthc fupcriour part , vvliich \vc 
c-il c t Spiiii ; but that which depends vpcn the flclh and bloud , and is called 
iiu. T(, is f;urS'aui()Ut bids vs hate; and yet not properly hate it, butbccaufcwc 
njull dcalc with it , as vvc doc with the things which vvc hate , that is, vfc it hardly 
andrigouroufly. 

6, In this holicand wholefomc hatred therefore, vvc muft fettle and fortifyc 
our foule and rcafon , that it be not drawne from the performance of that , \\ hich 
a Religious vocation requireth, by the allurements of the Htllii and fortifyc ir, 
nrll» by the louc of God, which doth natuially icioycc in fidfciifK^ hardncs for 
ilic fetuiccof God J wc mull fortifyc ic by the example of our .Sauiour Chtid, 
who fullered fomuch f^rvs, to the end wc Ihould follow his foot-llcps ■, wc 
mudfortjtycit by callin;j; toniifid tiic Diuine comforts and heauenlic fwectnc;, 
uhici;Cj, dot hisgo dues is wont to mingle witti the laboius and difiicultics 
of a Kcii.'i. tjs couik\ to fcafon liic harflmcsof ir. Forhe dca!cs with vs,as \\c 
v(c :o dca c vviih litclc children , when wedefire theyfliould take a bitter pntirn, 
orluinc vvoiUKwooJ-drink ; beUicand after they drinke it , we put Ionic fvvcct 
t* if'gt. ic.tu take jwayilic bittcuics of the potion :foGcd much moic; bccaufc 
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ibcgtcatnesofthcDiuinccofortSjdtowncsinanjannytalthcbiticu^csofwi Jt- 
focuer trouble of this life, and makes tha^ we xIoeno^^^jBrt^K. The mcmorlc alio 
of the rewards of the life to come, and the liopc of the icconipcncc w hich we Ihai 
hiuc in Hcaucn, is a forciblccncoutagcmcnt to ouctcomc al trouble , which our 
flcfh may fuggefti for if wconcc fettle ourthoughts vpon it,wccannot butcon- 
cunc in opinion with ^.BfM^r^, who likcncthal corporal auftcritie to feed ; for S"./?'> ..f^ 
when a husbandman cafts his feed into thcground,|hcrc is a kind of Ihcw of lode ?'"'^'" ' ' 
in it.and yet wcfhould account him a foolc, that for feaic ofthatfeeming lolfc, ' '* 
would not fowc, bccaufc the eaine,which he flialrcapcin thccrop,is faricgrea- " 
ttt.S.Btrttdrd's words arc tliclc: How doc carnal people fay vntovs:Vom- life is " 
icrucllifc,youfj)arcnot your ownc flc/h? Lee it be fo-, wcfparc not the feed. " 
How could wc (pare it better? Isitnot bctt^forittoberencwedandmulciplycd ' 
inihe field, then puirifycd in the batnc ? doc ycSuiparc your flclhin this manner? " 
Be it fo, that wc be cruel for awhile in not fpatiug it i ccr'.ainly you .irc more ' 
cruel. For cuen at this time our flelh rcfteih in nope. 

7. Finally thcinnumcrablcexiplcsofthem that wc know hauc IcAdmollanftcic , . , 
liucs,muft necdsbe agrcatcncouragcmcntvntovs,andpcr!iapsthegreattfhba' ' - , . 
W'ecanthinkof,whcn wercptcfcntvntoourfelucsay.^nrifiir,y.f///4rio^',d ciw > ' 
T^tdCdhes^ S,V^(homws^S,l\()mu4Ulus^S,lintmv(ly S./>4«c*5 .mdinfiiiit other;;, iluit ' ' 
iuucbeen rare for al kind of fan(5titie,andparticularly indcalingri.u roufly wii!^ „ ' 
their bodies. And perhaps in truth, or at leaft if wc compare their inanner i);"[>5 .1- ' ' "' 
cceding.with that wliicii is ordiiiaric.imongllothers.wc mull conf».iIct!;cv \-.c.c 
too fcuctc , and went bcvond the moderation, which a bodic would tliink sve.c 
rcafon. But God would hauc it fo in them, and gauc them that abimdjni inca- 
fiiie of grace and ftrengch, not that others ihould ftriuc to be as r ij;oi ous in that 
liind as they, andcomparc with tl-cni in it (for that were abfurd tcincritic ,' but to 
thccndwefliould the more willingly and morccheerfuUy apply oinfcluc. to thac 
mcafure and proportion, whichisnow vfcd in Religious Or.l'.r;, .iiiiln< t think 
jiiie thing intoUctab.'c , fcing they went throu ;h with faiic-ica'craii/lciities. 
Whatthcrtforenccd wcfcarcina way,vvhich,wcfcc,hath b.entrodcn by fo ma- 
nicSaintsbeforcvs; inaway where we meetc with fuch abundance of heauenlic 
comforts, as I haucdifcourfcd of in fo manic Chapters before, in a way, wlurc 
whatfocucrcan be bitter, being call into fuch afca of fwectnes , mull needs be 
exceeding fwcct ? 

?. But al this, which wchaucfaul, belongs tothc curcofihemind, andihc 
Hrcngthning of it. 1 s there no mcdccinc for tlic flc/li itfeif? 1 1 is hard to find a nici 
iJCcaufcourfleni is neither capable of aduicc, nor apt to tad the fwectnesof vcr- 
'uc, nor to forefee the hope of that which is to come ; fo that properly tlmr ;\,. , , _, 
which it doth, it mulhloe vpon command, and be compelled vnto ir,as a bead r.ui^'<-<. 
With the fpurre,& fwitch,& curbe, & funerinies perhaps with good ba/bnados, "u. {k:n. 
^ by vfc and cuftomc be brought to that, which is rcaf-n, and made Idle lliy < f 
good order and difciplinc. And yec not toleaucit wholy dciiintc .but by rca- 
l^^n alfo to pcrfvvadc it ( as much as it is capable ) to be c nteiu t ) take pai- S. ttm.ftr. 
■i^Mnd liuc continent:, we may lr.y before ittljat daiiitie cxhorrati-^i , in which »■ '" ^'*>' 
i. ^'vn.xrii demonlliatcs , that .1 Religious and vcrtuous courlc ofhlV, j 
1^ 3l)!c for the flefliitfclf. Thcfc arc his words : Doc not , 6 bodit 
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, canft not workc thiriepwnc. Al things hauciheir time. Let the Soulenoi* 
, labour (oi iifclf , ov WiW labour thou with it j bccaufc if thou fufFer withit 
tliou III lit raignc with it. So much as thou hindrcft the reparation of it fj 
\ much thou hiiidrcft thine owne i bccaufc thou canft not be rcpayrcd , til j^ 
[ it Gc dfcc his image reformed. Thou hafta noble gucft,6 Flcfli-, a noble one 
[ indeed i and al thy welfare dcpendeth of the welfare of that gucft , yeald 

* due rcfpcd to fo great a gucft. Thou dwelled in thine owne country , but thy 
[ foulc lodgeth with thee as a pilgrim , and a perfon exiled. I bcfecchthce 

[ what country-fellow , if a Noble-man or a man of great power would lodcc 

* with him, would not willingly lodge himfelf in fomc corner of his houfe , or 
vndcr ihc ftaycrs, or in ihc v«ric allies , and yeald the more honourable place 
to his ^ucft, as it is fitting he fhould ? Doc thou therefore the likcj regard not 
li.inc injuries or troubles, fo chat thy gueft may haue honourable eniertainemcDC 
withihce. And that thoumaift not pcraduenture flight and contemne this thy 

' vucd, bccaufc he looked like fj^ilgrim and ftrangcr , tiiink carefully with thy 
fcir,\y hat benefit the prefencc of this gueft doih bring thee. It is he ihat giueth 
light t<» thy eyes, hcarint; to thy cares , found to thy tongue, taft tothypaiwc, 
dtid snoiirn to al thy members. If there be aiiic life, anie fcnfc, anie bcauiic in 
•;.cc, akiiowlctlge it as a fauour of thy gueft. rin.iily his parting wil (hew, 
what iiiiprcfcncc yealdcd-, for fofoone as the foulc is departed, the tongue lyedi 
llil, tiic- eyes fee nothing at al, the cares aredeafe, the bodicgrowes fti^ ihc face 
Uiunci vvanne, and after afliort time al wil be a Hincking rotten carkalfcjaod al 
the bcautie of it turned into corruption. Why therefore for cucrie fmal tempo- 
lal delight doft thoudifguft and huit tl)i$ j;ucft, feing but for him thou couldll 
not fo much as feele anie delijjht? Morcoucr if being as yet exiled and an out-caft 
from the face of God, by reafon of the falling-out of God and him, he bcfo bene- 
ficial to thee, w hat wil he be w hen he ftial be reconciled? Doc not, 6 bodle , doc 
not hinder that reconciliation; for thyfclf mayftcomc to great gloric by it. Offer 
thyfcif patiently , yea willingly to al-, let trothing paftc which may be a furthe- 
rance to thisreconciliatlan, O if thou couldfttaft this fwcetnes, and value thii 
ulorielThcLordof hoaftshimfelf,thcLordofvertues, the King of gloric him- 
felf wil come downc to rcforme our bodies , to configure them to the bodie of hif 
gloric. How great gloric wil that be, howvnfpcakablc an exultation, when the 
Crcatour of al,w ho came humble bcfvirc and hidden, to iuftifycfoules, wil comt 
loftic.ind manifeft to eh.rifyc thee ( 6 miferabic flcfti) not now in infirmitie, but 
in liisi;loticand Maieftic? How long therefore doth this miferable,foolifli blind, 
fcnfelcs , and truly mad flelli feck c after iranfitorie and ]>eriniable comforts , yea 
ccitainly difcomfons, if it happen ro be put by, and iudqed vnworthie of this glo- 
rie, and morcoucr eternally tormented with vnfpeakablciormcms? Al this i$of 
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of them , vfhom the lone of the world h'mdreth 
from Religion. 

CHAP. XXX. 

O doubt but thccomdincsand bctudcof RcKgion is fo great 
that were it not , that people arc as it were held in irons 
by the flaticric of the world , and the falfe fliewes which k 
makes of deccipiful plcafures , it were able to inuitc and 
bring al men to embrace it. For wc know there are nianie 
and cuer haue been, that being called of God , and acknow- 
ledging therafelues to be fo, haue made o£feri to follow hiui jand yet held 
bickby the commodities and plcafures of the world, haue not had the hart t.» 
difengagc thcmfclues , and fly out of it, but ftil haue remayned in their for- 
ncr fitters entangled. What rcmcdic , but to flicw them plainly before their 
tycs, what the world is wherin they liuc, that is , what mifchicf iycs hid- 
den in it vnder this fliaddow of pleafurc , which they arc fo loath to parte 
with? Six kinds of mifchief wc may reckon, reducing them to thefc heads; Six c:nU 
Dcceipt, Shortnes,Mifecic , Danger of offending God, Cllndncs,Sinnc. ra.;.nr in 

1. Firft therefore what is more ful of dcceipt , and a more open lye, then ''ic^'"l<l- 
ihc world ? making (o manic fairc promises , and performing nothing , and 
when it makes a iiiew of performing , coming farre fliort of what it pro- *^^'^'*" 
nifed, it tclles vs, that the commodities which it offers, are fpecial good, ful 
of contentment and happines, where indeed there is do true coneentnjcnc 
w folid ioy or pleafurc to be had in them. And we fliil not need to /land 
illtadging rcafons to proue it , wc fee ic with our eyes. For how manic 
doc dayly waitc at Court , and fpend yeare after ycare in attendance, ho- 
pins» for preferment , and promifing thcmfclues by certain ccniccaurcs* and 
poflibilities , that infallibly now they (lul get it , and yet after fo manic 
loiolutions they neither obtaine the fuite they pretended , nor anie ether 
reward or commoditie , but muft giuc it oucr with loffc , dammagcs , and 
«{« ruine. Amongft them that labour to raife thcmfclues , and thcii Fan)i- 
itiby traffick and nurchandize , few come to that which tiiey dcfiie, farre 
more grow banck-rou'. , by mifchanccs at fca or otherwife. And to granp, 
'Jit the ambitious come to preferment , and the couetous to tiic wealth 
i^'iith they aimed at \ neitiier of them certainly doe eucr arriue to that con- 
■f^tmcntof mind and pleafurc in this life , for which they fo much coueted 
tifc temporal things. 

^ I{titcia defircd to haue a child, and what did flie hot to compaffc her G«n. if, 
'^(i^c ? what meancs did Ihc Icaue vncffaycd ? ^wdyfjl ^f^K was with 
':'^J , and felt her children fi^^Iiting in hcf' womfe , O , faid fhe, 
'^ had been to be thus with me , what need wac tjioce to conccauc? 
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And manic tlicicbc , that dayly fine the fame fongjand falling into infiaic 
trouble by the children , which perhaps they begged earneftly of God, wife 
tlicy had ncucr had ihcm. And that whidi they doc in their children, oihcrj 
doc in other things i and being bitten by the incommoditics of them , tlier 
loatlic them, and hate thcni as niach,as before they vvcic hot ia purfuin > them. 
And no wondci •, as long as they beheld them afarce-of , they fcemcd to be 
fill of fwcctncs and picafurc j but when they come to handle them , then the 
vincgci and gal appeares , which uas in them. Which SJohn (hnfedomt hy^t 

. (-ten before vs with his wonted eloquence in thcfe words : Manic hauc been 
di/Irous of a wife j and the felf-fame day that ihcy hauc hid her, they haue 

' with open nioiich called them happie , that naier married. And if tlicy that 
hauc been married , hauc accounted it a troublefomc kind of life , whatfliil 
V. e fay of them , that fwallowcd-vp in the gtilfes of whorcdomc , and more 
Haucs then tlcbafcft flaucthatis, haue confumed themfelucs to nothing in 
thofc delights , and brought their bodies into dii'eafcs witiiouc number i But 
r>mc bodic wil fay , that Gloric is ole.ifant. Ratlicr nothing is bitterer, then 
thii kii d of fcruitude. F^r a man tnat is ambicious of miotic , is morcrtaue, 
fhcn ante lliuc, bcging fauour of cuciic b-tdtCvbut he tliat trcadcih it vniler 
; o , is a'.iouc al. Cut it is a louclie thing to hauc m >ney. Raincr I liauc often 

' iiicv^cd, thai they, that arc quit of money, and haue nothing, iiue in farregrta- 
tci HiMi i<lnicc and quiet. It is therefore more dcli.;hiful not to be rich,thento 
he I Ich ; :. t to hauc a wife , then to be married •, to be free from vaiiie honour, 

' Micn to be ca-chingaftcrthegloric, which i^- but wind, and to Ihunne al plca- 
; j.cs, tl-cn to fwimnK in them. Tims fniih S. lohn Chrjff(i'^ft*e. 

4. A fccond euil of the world , is the fliortncs of al things in it. For in 
reafon we muH needs fee , that no woildlic felicitic can be lonpcrtlicn a 
man's li^'c is, that cnioycih it. And how fhort is euecie bodies life by n»- 
tmc ? how much flnrtcr in manic , by vncxpcded chances ? We know there 
hauc been ma;iic Popes , that hauc not held that Sea a yeare to an end; 
ihanie hauc been preferred to Pifliopricks, and Cardinilfhips , ani Princelie 
<!i-^nitics, that Ivaucbecn cut off m a very fliorttime, before they hauc been 
nimoft inucfted. And though people linuld liuc a long time in them , and 
ice I'lier fo manic vcarcs , yet at lill al muft come to an end j and when that 
coiT^rth , a! tha^ v\hich is pait, being g-mc, and (Tome to nothing, we difcouft 
plainly , that that which fccmed before fo long, was but a momenr.fpecially 
jfvvccoinparc it with the Etcrnitic,which followcth j whichfcemcthio be the 
meaning of ihofe words of Ecchfijfla r If a man hiuc liucd manie ycares , and 

' been iocnnd in them , he muft remember the dark time , and the il daycsi 
which when they flul come , the things which arc paft , wil be conuinccd 
'.f vanitie. And the Prophet Ff'y calleth al that felicitic a Drr^me ; becaufc 
'.l:?re is no truth . no fohjitic , no pcrmanencie in it , but al is a mcere toy; 
.-. ( favth tfic Prophet ) one that is hungric . dreamcth , and cateth \ nnd 
>vhcn iic awakcHi , his foulc is cmpiici and as one that is thirftic, dreamed), 
ariil (Itinkcrh ; ar.H after he 3.%a'<cih . he thirflethftil,and is weaiie. 

r,. And ya if .rtt1ii^./H5rtTcncitic,thcre were anic parcel oftimc,thou/hneu?r 

' • . nnrc,i:i .vh'chaiWih nvght Hy, he hal hisful contentment, a man mrjit 
1.; iiK c > ! aue fo;i^'tca{^ti lO defire it j bu; it i$ noihing fo. For hecr comes t-ic 
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iifj mifchief , that the world is fo ful of mifcrie and misfortunes , that the plea- 
Siiof it arclikc aliilc honic mingled with a great dcalcof gal and bitternei, 
Xt with the difcafes ofihe bodic, and with the vnfottunatc chances of a man's 
{jlate, andhoufchold-bufines, what with quarrels and mifchances without num- 
ktf bnefuffcrs in his honour, another in his goods, a third in his wife, or chiN 
ircfl or kindred ; another comes by a blow in other things, which no wifcdomc, 
If vcfiue.or honeftie can preuentor hinder. So that we muft neccllarily acknow- 
WacS. Gfteprit's words to be true. The world were to be defpifed , though it s, Crri i. 
(houldflmervs, though with profperous things itfliould infinuateitfclf into vs Dut. t. v*. 
but fcin' it is loaded withfo manic ftripes, oucrtoylcd with fo much aducrfitic, 
indJoublethvponvs dayly fo manic forrowes, what els doth it cry vnto vs, but 
ihitilisnottobcloued? r zr j- *- 1 * u 

6 A fourth euil, isihccontunnl danger of offcndmg God, & the manic 
o,.titions altmltin-vs on cucriofidc ,of whichl hauc fpoken (utHcicntiyal. D.vi^^^^^^^^^^ 
ralyds-whcre. For in a manner there be as manic feucral occaUons of hnnc ^^^ ^ 
inihcworid.aahcrc be feucral things in the world, al of ihcmclawingand in- 
Jlinin''concupifccnce,bythc bcautic or picafurc, which is in them. Our fcnfes 
irc as fo manic gates and palTiges to dcftruaion; fome thincs take aduanta-c a- 
giinlhs by our eyes, others by our caves, others by our talk, others by other fa- 
culties of our foulc , that wc m.iy truly fay with the Pfalmc : It sImI rpnt (n4m 
t^*4muS'oti\\t(Q^>urei hang.isthickvponihethmgs of ihisworld as drops '/ ' 
falinaniower ofrainc fome in poucriic,fomcin riches. fome in fricndnim, fome 
indiftaftwithothas,fomcincoinpanic,fome in folitarincs,fomcinprofperitic, 
fome ill aducrfitic, fome in honour, and fome in difqrace. 

7. And a greater mifcrie vpon the neck of this-, that people ordinarily art T'^^^^ ^ 
fo blind in the world, that they fee not, and confequently arc IcHc able to Ihunnc^^^^,,, 




bJ none at al s finally to take fo much paincs for tOTtporal and pcriniablc i hin^'.s 
andnottobcwillingto moucfomuchas a fingar for that which is eternal ; and 
knowing fo certainly as they doc , that they flul dye , to difcout fe and talke and 
proifft,a$ifthcy were alwayes to line. r t /> r 1 » 

8. What wonder is it then, if throu-h the muhiiudc ofthefcfnares and th s 
Weousdnkncs and blind mirt, which lungs beforcthcir eyes, they faliniot.ic 
hit and «reatdl of al other cuils,an infinit companic of hnncs and I. ay nous often- 
fct,an I brin.al thincs to confufiun > For WC fee, that in the world al «" « •»^'^- 
«r liuc like hearts i ihcir paeons Icadc them by the nofc. whither they hlli tl.ty ,,,p,,.j^ 

i'jftle and runiic at one another, as beads with theii homes and heclcs , and arc ,„ ,„ . 
ralietoeatcvp one another ihrough hatred and difplcafurc. Ihe good avcnc- lu. «-. 
flca:d, the rich mily and powerful, hon 3urcd ; the p.)orc, opprellcd , truth lane . 
'iwcjince.icic in anunn^ exiled jdeceipt,diircmb:ingfl.tter.c, vaint.e bca c 
'"•.vav;a;i !. ,hat which is the fourcc of al other cuils. a moll dcfperate for^cifu.nM 
ofGod,and their ownc foules faluation. This is the face of tie wo.M. w k. 
'f anic man wil behold and view with an vnnartial eye he w.l be fo ane t.o:i 
tcing taken with it , that I pciAvadc mjfell , he u.l utc^lv;m(l it .^d 
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think hiinfclf ncucr at quiet til hchauc gotten out of it , as cut of a ftiackiiwj 
prifjii and cuer-wirtdin.; labyrinth of crrouci which is that which the Prophci 
///<<'<»»»/? willicd : Who wiigiuc me in the wilJcincs anlnncoftraucilccs, thati 
may forfikc my people , and depart from them , bccaufc al aic adulterers , a com. 
panic of iranfgrcfTburt ? 

9. But fomebodievvilfj/: Arc al .vickedtliat Hue in the world ? and is there 
no hjpcof tlicirfaluation* God forbid jfomc there be am )ni;{l Secular people 
vvJioiii G'jd doth prefer uc from bowing their knee to ^44/, but they arefcwii 
com, ai ifon of othci si ind they that are, goc on but Howly , and with muchdiffi, 
cultic,andcafily gctallip.andf.ilback a^ninc. Now when weaduifcvponanie 
thin^, vvc al'.v ayes regard that, which moft commonly hapncth , and that whichii 
natural to the thing, w hich wc aduifc vpon,and not tliar wliich hapncth to one ot 
two. The nature ut* fire is to burne,& of water todrownc, wholocucr goes into 
it : and vet the three Ciiildrcnh.idnoharnicin the fire, nor iM'rer in the Sea, and 
nuuic others haucc*^'- \\)cd both w ithout hurt. And is there notwithftandiiiganic 
man fo mad,as to call hiinfclf wilfully into the fca , or into the fire , bccaufc ti ey 
cfcapC'J ? For.aslfayd, we muflrcgard the nature of the thi ng, not that vv.ich 
fjllcthoutfomciiinescontrarictoihc ordinaric couifc , by the particular proui- 
denccof God. And the f.imc wc m^ fay of the woild. hov feing the naiuraldifpo- 
Cid >n of it is fo cuidcntly dcceiptfui and malicious, and the ptftilentinfcdtioocf 
Sinncfo generally f^)rcd al oucr ir, that it is hard to auoydit, and few cfcapc it; 
fcing alfo there bcfo few in it,that find the narrow way tofaluation.thoughforac 
doc.in 31 rcifon it is tv) bcfliuDncd,as I fayd of fire and water. 

10. For who can warrant thee , that thou flwit be one of thofe few ? And 
whatfoliic is ir,toput abufincs of fogrcat cofequcncc as thy eternal faluationor 
damnatiuninr>;Mca' a hazard? or to imagine ihyfclffo fortunate, that the poy- 
fon of the world ili.^J h.nie noforce vpon thcealone,though thou cofclTc, it gcM* 
rally infeclcth <^rhers?This were madnesindecd,& a figne of litlc care of falua;io, 
fpccially beholding before our eyes fo manic , that fuffcr fliip-wrack; a»<l holic 
Scripture fi)feiieicly thundrcth in our cares fo manic fcarcful fay ings,andamongft 

Zic. 4. 4. t^c reft thit of y. lama : AdHlttrtfs^dHyiH not /^loW , th^t ih( fritndihip 9fthiiV9n\dii 
tntmit to God> W'^ofottier thtrefore Vfil be 4 friend tftbn wotld^is tfmde An enemiett Gid» 

yi^ainfi the fear Ci which for»e haue , that they sbalneucrbe able to 
shake off the tr eutl cuftomes, 

CHAP. XXXI. 

^ Here be others, whom neither the loac of the world , nor ©f their 
' o.\ nc flefli doth hinder from Religion, bccaufc it is too open, & too 
palpable a tempt.itio to yeald vnto': But they arc held back by another 
*^^3:5<^ more futtlcdcuifc&fearc,leaft the euil habits which they haue gotten 
in the world , wilbcftilhangingvponthciii,ftilconfrontini;themiandhaucnot 
frt much confiJcncc as fo hope to roote them out , bccaufc oy long cuftome they 
are fo dcepely fctied and ingrafted in themi& vnleircthey doerootcthemout.they 
tliink they ihal not be at peace and quict,nor be able to perfcuer iq a courfe fo con- 
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Bdcio their wonted ftraync. ,.,,... . , . . 

But they that buzic vpon thefc thoughts, firft.m my opmion,fcate where ^^^^^^ 
ifJeisnofeatcjfor there is no reafon at al,why they fhould doubt, but ih.u in ^it,,^,,^ 
iHieion they ftial ouercome al thefe euil cuftomes whatfocucr they be i and fe- ground. 
iiX I doc not wcl vndcrftandthc ground & drift of their difcourfc in it. For if 
ii?TCon6caue,that a bodiemuft continue to Hue a fecularlife,and that it isbeitcr 
ndoefo bccaufc they think they ftial neuer ftiakc off their euil habits;mc thinks it 
kti witi) thcm,as if a man finding himfclf in a long iourncy, quite out of Im \vay, 
fljuldchoofetogoc on inhis crrour, rathctthcn go back againe, bccaufeof the 
libour&difriculticwhichhcapprehcdsinitiwhcras he knowcthmoft certainly 
ibt the farther he goes on,the farther he goes out of his way,& confcqucntly fhal 
either ncucr come into the right way againe, or, if he refoluc cucr to come mto ir 
null take much more paynes and labour to effca itjor fo thefe kmd of people 

,ileitherbccontinualfyheapingoncviceonihcbackofatiothcr i/fAr-'^'^f" ^f'' ^ •»' 
ibeApoftlcfpcakcth)<//;fr»/-r/«fj,or,ifat anie time they thmk of reformmgthcm- 

6iue$,and returning into the way ofvertue, it wil be the harder for them tocom- 
oilfcit, the loni'cr they continue their wonted cuftomes. 

3. BtitiheVincip»lmcancstobrcakcthcneckofthistcmpiatiori wilbcto 

jheweuidently, what a grofte crrour they arc in,ihat think it fo impoffiblc a thing 
tooucrcGinc their euil cuftomes, wheras indeed in Religion ihcy may be eaf.ly 
ouercome, which wc flialquicklydcmonftrate. if we confidcr the nature ot the ^^ ,^^^^.^^ 
(uftomesthemrclucs.&thc^taccofGod. Andfromthenatureofthc cuil cufto- p^^,,,, .^ 
neslargucihus: Euilcuftoims arc habitv,and thenatureof al h.ib.ts is th..t ccIUum. 
,nheyaVtcnbyvfcandoftenaas,foifvveceafcfromthefcaasbyhtlcandfronw 

ttlctliehibitsthcmfclucsvanifliawAyanducrifli. AsforcxatiiplewUman^ • 
Jkiifulin mufick or in piaurc-dra wing, or if he write a fairc hand , or haue ai c 
«her art or fcionce, as tic got it by vfc and praajfc and often cndeauour , fo .f he 
ncuercxercifeir,or which is morcifhepraaife it but fe dome "nJ^^l'^l^'^y;*^ 
(!ecayesontfelf,andatlafthcquite loofetS it. Andnodoubt but we ftial find the 
likeinaleuildifpofitionsofthemindalfo ; as if a man be cho crick ,os.i em- 
petatein his diet, or other pleafuics. and ccafcfronuheaas of thefe v. ccs^^^^^^^^ 
forethey ^rcw & waxed ftronger and ftronger by being fed with ^^y l'^<>^^^";> 
foifwewkc away their formcrallowancc , they muft nccdsgrow w»ak,& Icflcn 

7Bef,desthat,asthofeeuHdifpofitionswercbrcdbyeuilaai^,,jothe^^^^^^^^^^^ 

cfvertucbreedsc6tratichabitsofvertuc-,aswhenaRchg.ousm2^^^^^^ 

«arefromaasofprideandvanilie,butpraa.ethhum..ue,&enbraceh^^ 

f^onsof contempt of himfclf from his veric hart •. when in ^^^/^^ 5 pr^^^^^^^^ 
^orldlic wealth^ his wonted ple.furcs he beginsco loue the hardnes f r. ^ 
•nd the likcinal which a Religious ftate doth. nc6,arably help b^^ 
^ylicoccfio^.of thefe & other vertues, & ii. a manner ^-"'"R '^^^^^^^^^^ s.,h. a,nl 

5. And wfyat-nced I be long? Not only thcendeauour & *PPj^»;'^" ^*;"7;; , L,,u. 
'«indisthuseircclual,butthcvericf.ghtoffoman.egoodmcn a e„. R^^^^^^ 
*thedayhcconuorfmgwi.h themjsableof.tfclfto alter a.y,l^hc^ 
[.deandVnciuil, andly litlc and litleto inftil goo ncsuuo In v akc ^,,.,u.. 
M out of the woods or forrefts , and bring h-m 7 ; «^ ^^,„, 
^fttra while bis wildnc* , and bccomci as tadje and g-.t e as a wh^p^ 



rfPf 



• J ' 



1 ^ 



J, 



o 



THi UAPPIN 



Ih- force 

l" I'.,- o." 



Ffii ro. 



5 + ' _^ 

A(ul this \vc fee cHcdcd not only indccie, and wild goates , which aicnaiunll, 
timorous, but in lions and bcarcs, which arcoihcrwiic of thcmfelucs fierce and 
cruel; and yet thcfc bcafts can addc nothing inwardly of themfelues.norvfeinic 
cndeauour to oucrcomc their nature , but the bare cufbnjc of being amone 
men doth filcnily wuike vpon thcni.and by degrees giuc them another nature and 

fartuon,and make them tame. What crt'cd therefore mud the fclf. fame needs hauc 
in mcn.vvlio luuc iudgemeat morcouer lud vndcrftanding,& can inwardly apply 
thcmfclucs , and labour their owne reformation and pelidiing. 

6. And if naturc.and induftric,and application be thus forcible , what flul we 
fay of ihc Grace of God ? It inuft certainly needs be much more powctful and 
more cffc(^iul, and in a Oiort time workc a pctfcc't cure irpon whatfoeucr in vx. 
Tor, as the Wifciinan fayth : It ts tafU in the eyis of GtJ, futidtnlj t» tn^/^t 4 purt 
f/i4f Ml/. And by his hohc Prophets he ofrcn piomifcth, that he will.clp& aflift 
v$ forcibly in this kind •, as when in Hf*) he faith : iedrc nof^bfcaftft Umwitb iljtt, 
dicUne «o. , btUuft I Am rhj God i / i)4Ut flitn^ihntd iLtt , and half en ihte , tnd ftcuuid 
thee in the htind ofmyluff, Andthengiuing vs to vndcrlUnd,that vvchaucnocaufe 
to doubt of the viLiorie,hcaddcih : Bthtld^ tljeyshsl be confounded ^ and tshamtdil 
ti»4t //^/7 -*;4»^;/? rixe ; theji shal be,4s if they Wire not ; And the tnin shdl ftrisl'^tlf4( 
cor>'r4d ci thee, I'hct* iUAt ftit^f ricm , 4nd thou shall nor find tiem \ men thdr die »c- 
h:'li}us dfdinf} (hte, and they thai be ds if they wete not. Who be thefc , thdi dierthtL 
liout dfdinll v; , but cuil cuftomcs , and (inful motions of the mind, which wil 
not hearken to Rcafon.and obey it ? fuch as we cannot haue at that command, 
but that fomctimcs they wil bcllirring a^ainft our wil. Thefc habits therefore & 
inclinations rcniainc in vs , ^5 if thcjwete w^rjihatis, they remainc in vs not to 
our dcftrudion , but for cxcrcife ; to put life into v$, not to take away out life 
from vs 1 finally ai occafions of a greater crownc , not asfnares to our ruinc. 
Whiclus the rcafon , why S, I'^w/tearmctU the contradidion of his flelh, not a 
fword, or a lance , but a prick ; becaufe a prick cannot runne through 1 man to 
wound him, but 01, ly prick him, and fcrues mecrly to awake vs, and flirre v$ vp to 
runnc,& be more quick and careful in thepctformancc of vcrtuouj ..clions. This 
h the effed, which the Grace ofGod works in vs : Itreformcthourvnderftading, 
our wil, our fcnfual appetite, and al the powers of our foulc , and puttcth it ,in a 
miraculous manner, m another kind of huc^wbichis ti^at NiWcrruiMrr, of which 
the Apoftle fo often fpcakcth. 

7. And we fliould hardly b:leeue, that it were poflible there Hiould be fuch a 
fuddcn alteration in the fcruants of God , but that we find it by experience 
inouifclue$,and fecit without verie eyes in others,and haue for it the tellimonic 
of al fuch men , that hauc written offpiritual things and Reh'gious courfcs. 

7»/*.ij8.j4. ^'-/^'<M applicth thofc words of the Pfalmc ( V/oodnfnl are thj ypo^kl , *'"f "'> 
/fl«/f ihdl k^ovf than exceedingly ) principally to the works, which Gt)d,a$ he faiih, 
ordctcih by his Saints ofhisdaylie operation For who, fayth he, wil not wonder 
at the works of God in himfcif , when he fccth the admirable rauening of hisbel- 
lie, and thccofllic and pernicious Jauiflincs of gluttoniefuppreiredjandbrought to 
t.ikcalitlccooifclarc, fcldomr,andagainft his wil? Whocanbut be aftoniflicd 
at the works of God, when he feeles the fire of luftfo cooled, that he finds fcarcc 
t!ie leaft ni nion in his bodie ? whcras befor c, he e ft eemed italiogeathcr naiiir.il, & 
in a maimer vnqucnchable. How can he but tremble at the power of God» 

when 
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ihJ^heJics people of a tough and firicdifpofition , that were apt to be put into ^ 

jog choice by the friendlieft feruicc a man could doe them, to arriu. to fuch 3 
JdocJ, that they arc not only notmoucdatahvithfniurrcs,butrcioyccinthcm " 
with a noble courage, when they are oflfcred ? Who certainly can choofc but ad- .* 
Btfcihc works of God, and with great aflPcAion cry out: Recanfe I Laut f^rnvfne, vfa. ij,.,. 
iitttnsf is n*r ^*^<^ » ^^'"8 himielf , «>r another , from being eitremcly couetous, ,♦ 
bccomclibcral , from being prodigal , become /paring •, from prowde , humble ; ^ 
from being nice and effeminate , aufterc and carelcllc, and voluntarily to embrace „ 
and rcioycc in poucriic , and want , and penurie of things prefcnt > Thcfe are cer- „ 
uinly wondcrous works of God, which particularly the loule of the Prophet, & „ 
of fuch as arelike to him , acknowledgeth with admiration by the light of extra- „ 
ordinarie contemplation. Thefe arc wonders which he placcth vpon the earth; P/4.4f. f. 
which the fame Prophet confidering,callcthal people to admire thcm,f:ying: Come <• 
itdfeetbemiltj ofG,d, ^^■h>ch hthath pUced wonders xfon il^t earth ,fd/{in^4way war- « 
u,ttihttndeftheearthihewilliriifeibebtVPety4ndb)eak,ethev;>eaptnsinpe((es,dndburnt m 
i}H4T'tttwiihfire» For what wonder can be greater, then in a moment of time to « 
iBike'^Apoftles, of couetous Publicans •, patient preachers of the Ghofpel, of cruel •< 
pcrfccutours ? Infomuch that with thcihcdding of their owncbloud they hauc «• 
dilated that Faith , which before they per fee u ted Thcfc arc the works of God. " 
which the Sonne profcffcth, that hcdayly wotketh with his Father ,f tying :;>;y '"^ '/i?. 
ftiher ttthtiddywoik^eth^dnd I dttW^k** Althis is f*/?Mr«'idifcourfc. 

8. y.Bf>w4r//gocih farther, and fayth, that a fou'c by reafon of this grace of ^^""'c 
Cod, is in a manner omnipotent , though not by the ftrcngth which itNiath of [cm"'i'y%ie 
itfclf,butofGod. Andinterpretcihiothiscffc«a thofe words of the Canticles: grace of 
Vj boisthis thdt afcendetb from the defert, jlonvin^ in delights , Icaninf^ ypon her belonedi <iod. 
Tiuly (fayth S, Bernard) leaning in this manner, (he wil crow ftrong againft her- ^"»- » f- 
felf, and more powerful then hcrfelfwil bring alto rcafon; anger, feare.defirc, ^']„(^^ 
andioy ; and goucrnclike a good coach-man thecharriot of her foulc , and bring 
into capiiuitical car ntlarfcdion, and the inchnations of the flefli, to the beck of*' 
rcafon, infetuice of venue. How poffiblearc al thefc things to her that Icancs " 
vponhim,whocando al things? what a confident fpeachis it? / can dodlwhim^ p/4 ij. 
th4r(lrenidmeth me ? Nothing doth make the omnipotcncic of the Word more eiti- „ 
dent, then that he makeih al omnipotent, that confide in him: So a foulc ,ifit „ 
prcfuinc not of itfclf, if it be ftrengthned by the word, wil eafily haue ful command ,, 
oucritfelf, that al iniufliccfltarhaue no command ouer it. So, I fay, him that .. 
leiticth vpon the Word , him that is cloathed with vcrtue from aboue, no force, ,^ 
no fraud , no allurement can pul downe from his (landing, nor bring in fubiedlion ,, 
fromthe command, which he hath. If therefore this be true, which ^. JUrndrd s.B»r /Ir. 
fayth I how can we feare , Icaft our crooked inclinations fliouM be more kept 10. i»i<«n#. 
downe with the weight of them, then rclieued by the fweetnes of his i;racc? For 
^fally it concernes no man fo much as it concernes God , to cure the wounds and 
Tores of a foule,that hath put itfclf wholy into his hands to be cured, and to thruft 
out old cuftomcs with new, as we beatc out one naylc with another ; as S, BtrHdrd 
Jlfo fpcaketh. 

9. Let vshcarc, what r. jt g^ullin dyth in thisbufines ; for histeflimonie is 

of S'cat weight , as deliuering for the common good that , which himfcif cxperi- 

tftccd in the chanee. which hcoiade of the courfc of his hfc. Thefc arc his words: 

^ * VVV ^ Mterc 
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Mccrctoy^s andvanitics of vanities held mc back , my ancicnihoufc-wiucs , and 

•ill ftookc rac by the coat of my flcfli, and fccrctly muttered : doctt thou Icauo vs ?an«| 

'** » from this inltant flial wc not be with thee anic more forcuct? and fromihisinftant 

,. muft it not be lawful for thcc to doc this and that anic more fur cuer? AndalJtlc 

„ after: They held me back while I yet was flow in breaking away , and ridding 

- royfclf of thcm» and paflTmg thitliet whither I was caJled.my violent cuUomc favj 

.. vmo me: Doft thou think thoucanft be without thcfc? 

^ 10. And thus it paflcd with him in that ftrife and great quarrel of flcfli & fpjrit, 

as he calletii it •, but when he had once broken prifonandfliakcn-ofthel andsin 

whidi he was intanglcd , and giuen himfclf fo wnoly to the feruicc of God , that 

he neither looked alter w ife , nor anic worldlie hopes , how was it with him then, 

and whatdid hcfindin himfclf \ How fweet,fayth he, was it prcfcntly vntomc, I 

U.Uh.y, 10 want the fwcetnesofthofctoyes? Now it was acomfort to forfakc that, which 

*• *• ,, before I wasafraydtoloofe. For thou, o true and fouetaigncSwectncs,didftcaft 

** them out of doores before me , and entredft thyfelf in lieu of them , fwcctcr then 

*l anic plcafure , but not to flcfli and bloud ; clcercr then any light , more priuatc 

^ then anic fecret,morcloftic then anie preferment i but not to them that are loftic 

^ in ihcmfelues. 

II. WehaucS. C)/)rMnalfo,thatcan witncsthefameoutof his owne know- 
ledge, fctting downethe twofeueralftatesof his mind in thefe words: VVhikl 
' lay in darkncs , and in the dead of the night , while in the fca of this vvaucring 
5. Cfpf.lih, ^Qpjj J ^yj, tottering, and perplexed, and floating with wandringftcpg,that 
" ^'''' „ which the Diuine commifcration promifcd me for my welfare, fccniod hard and 
^ harfli vnto me , as the world went with me then , how a man could be boinc 
1 againc,and^altcrhis mind and foule, the frame of his bodic rcmayning as before. 
* How is it pofliblc ( faid I } to makefuch achangc, andfovponthe fuddainandfo 
" fnccdily to fliakc-of that, which beingbrcd in vs, isgrownehard by the foiling 
*' of that natural matter , or by longvfe made a cuftomc, through ancicntncs of age 
*, and time? Thcfc things haue taken too deeperoote in vs. When flial he Icarncfru- 
*[ galitic, that hath been accuftomed to long fuppcrs and curious banckcts? or he 
]* that haihflunedin his filkes, and been glorious in his rich garments and cloth-of- 
" gold and pur pic, when flial heftoopetoplaincapdordinarieapparrcl?Heihathath 
*[ been compaflcd with troupes of clients, and countenanced with a longiraync of 
", officious followers , wil think it a torment to be alone. It cannot be otherwifc.but 
" that cuflome of drinking wine wil be alwayes calling vpon a man with tou;j.h 
1^ pcrfvvafions ; pride wil puff" him vp; wrath wilfet him on fire; couetoufneswil 
" difluibe him iCrucUiewilcgg him forwardi ambition wil flatter himiluftwilcad- 
** him headlong. Thisdifcourrc I held often with myfelf For as I was emanglcd 
*'^ with diucrs crrours of my former life , which I did beleeue was impofliblc to 
*\ Ihakc-of , fo I yealdcd to the vices , which did then cleaue vnto me , and out of 
*'dcfpayrcofbcingbeticr,Ifauouredmycuils,asmineownc,andborncinmyownc 
^ houfc. But when by help ofthe Regenerating water the fowlnes of my former life 
** was waflicd away, and the light from- aboucjhincd vpon my pure and faiK^ifycd 
'* breaft, when rcccauingfrom heauen.the fecond natiuitic had repayredme into a 
' new man •, prefently, arter a flrangc manner, things which were doubtful , appca- 
* red certain, that which wasfliut-vpfromme, was laydopenj dark thingsbccame 
' lightfomc,that which was hard, was ea(ici& that poflible, which before fccmed 
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'^(Tibletobc performed. Alibis, and much more is out of S. Cyprun ; which 
""^pg^cli'iousnianmayfcc and acknowledge in himfclf. Fotibat .v.hich^- 
'flewroughi in him , f\eligion worketb in vs , dving to il»c world and our former 
"onucrfatio". a"*^ ^^'"S new-borne in it to God and a fpliiiual life. And Religion 
^ fo much the more able to worke this alteration in vs , bccaufe it doth both litlj* 
«manic waycs to cncrcafc the inward grace , which 7/e rcccaue in Baptifme , and 
furnilhcth vs befidcs with manic outward meanesand inflruments (pcediJy .and 
tjdly t©, to attayne to al pcrfe<5lion. 

An anfwcr to them thatfeare, that they shal not 
pcrfeucr in Religion. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

a Auingfiiut-out this fcare, which tookeoccafionof the corruption of. 
' 3 our for[ncrlife,ii wiinotbe hard tocurcanother fcarenot vnlikc vnto 
P ir andmoftcommonlycaufedby it,towit,leaaomrefolulionbow- 
^oeucr it be fcriient in the beginning.in time growing cold, wc lookc 
ff-w»v^ back, and be fwallowed vp againe in the world. This kare riftth hrit The eaufe« 
by confidcration of our owne infirmitic . man by natmc being wonderful weake of clu, 
fc«ialywhcnhemeeteswithhardencou.uersiaudthen the lamentable end^ 
Ke^ atbegantorunnewel. &inthemidftofthcircourfeh..uefunckand W 
back worke forcibly vpon our apprehenfion ; infomtich that fome think .t w.f- 
donie to learnc by other s perils, ani to looke to themfc ues betimes. Hut i . Gre^onc 
doth mclicntly d.fcoue^his kindof temptation and deceit of the Enem.e^^^^^^^ 

conuinceth it to be no other,in thcfc words : O^mes we fee manic that d fir the ^cjr .. 
l.feofholieconuerration,bmhauenotthep«werto vndertake .t bccau^^^ 

fearefuddainchancesanddifaftersthatmaybefal them, who vvjnlchkep^^^^^^^^^^^ 
menthey takcthoughttoprcuent vncertam cu.Is.arcvnprouidcntly d«»y"^j »" , 
thebonLof their ortences. For they lay manic things before the.r eyes wh ch . . 
theyhappenintlKirconuerfation,theyfcarethevflult.euerbcabletofubniL 

whom 5.Uo« fayth wel : The w-> .fUy peophs .s hed.a .ffh.rne^ ; For vvh.Ie 
.hcylouethewayofGod,theirfearfulfurpicionsmeet,ngw.ththem^^p^^^^^^^^^ 

asthorncsofthchedgesthatarcin their way Th.s.s ^- ^^'f '' ^^P '"^ dVc " 
bufines. Andinmy iudgement, that faying of /06 may bcfitlyapphcdv. o them. ^ 

of vncertain dangers to come , they remaine for the prefent m great and mod 

"'"Vut to lay open the roote of this diftruft , let vs -nfidcr what may bc^ 
cnufcs of fo foule a breach betwixt God and vs , after we haue pl.ghted our troth 
and bound ourfclues by Vow vntohim There can be no .^her .round " « . ^m ^ 
ci.hcrGoddepartfrom\s,orwefr6God. thatis,.fcuhcr Godforfak vs.^^^^^^^^^^ 
drawhisholieVi'f^^vs orwefuffcroutfeluestobeoucrcomcwuh ed^^^^^^^^^^ 

or labour, or inconflanci; . & fo forfakc him. As for the firfl, ^^^^l^^;;f^^ ' ^' - ;'; 
atiicman' thouBhttothink,thattheinflnitgoodnesofGodw.Utan.eume a^^^ 
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fromvs the guiFts, which once he hathbcftowcdvf on vs. And S. PmuI alTurethvi 
oritwhcnhcCiyth'.ThtgmfrstfGtJdrtwtbant re^tntdnct; and God himfclfby hit 
Prophet in thcfc words : / dm G$J,dnddmnotchdngtJ-f & confcqucntly that which 
S, ^Mfufllo fay th to God , is true : Nt man letfetb the , 6m( ht thdt te^uuh tf.^t, Qq^ 
ihctetorc ncucr icicftcth them chatfeeke him\ he ntner Cdfttththtmftnh^ihgKff^ 
yrtfohim, as himfclf profcflTcih ; and hcaucn and earth flial firftpafTcaway, btfut 
4nie chdn^e or shddiTV of viuflimJe come yponlum, Scing therefore there can be no 
danger on this fide , al the danger is in ourfelues and our owne infirmitie. 

15. But yctbccaufcnobodic is il for nothing, and there is hardly anicto be 
found Co malicious as to delight in Cumc , becauk it is finne , but that fome other 
ciufc drawcs liim into it -, let vs fee , what caufe tlierc may be to difloynt and 
break this league of fociciie and frlcndlbip fo inuiolably and rcligioufly fwornc 
betwixt GoJ and vs. In hutnanefricndniip manie things of this nature may hap- 
pen i for in time wcmaydifcouer fome flaw in the league itfclf , or fome wrong 
may bcoftcrcd ,or oncparriemay bedamnifyed in hisfbtc, or wcmay think vvc 
friend, iiauc enough of it , as oftimes it falleth out. Nothing of al this can be fayd of God; 
iliipriniiot for wc cannot fcarc , leaft the continuance of ourjoue with him be preiudicial 
l>c p-titj- vnto vSjfcing wcliauc althat wchaue,ofhiin, andhemoft bountifully inakej 
tcJiour vs partakers of althat is his. Neither can wcfeare,lcaft his conuerfaiion growtc- 
S-ip. s. 16. dious , fcing vvc find written of the Eternal Wifdome: Bntringmio mj houjt I W/l 
rtft wnh It i for the cortuerfaiion VJ.ih it^ hdth no bitternes i nor the liuing ro^uihtr With if^ 
dniettdhufnts , but toy 4nd^Udn(s» And therefore that alfo is true , which thcfamc 
Eul.nA^. WifJonic rcporicih of itfclf: They thdt edte me , shdl ftil hung^er ; and ihey thdt dunl^tnt, 
shdlfiilthirfi. So that by cnioyinj God, wcHlal bcfofarrcfrom hauingonrdcfircof 
him quaylcJ at aiiic time, as ratner it wil be daily more inflamed, themore degrees 
of his infioit bcautic and goodnes we flial dayly difcouer , and the better and 
clccrcr iiifiglit we flial hauc into him. And if, while we were as yet in the world,a 
fma! raye of that beautic, which is inReligion,flnning vpon vs in that darknes.wa* 
fo powerful as to bring vs vnio him, as it were, out ofafarrc countrey, and to 
draw vs with fuch a violence as was able to brcake through al the fnarcsthe Diucl 
ha.l to hold vs back ; what wil not thefunne-liglit and exccllcncic of Religion 
d>.c, when wcflial hauc had leafure to enter more into it, and by the knowledge 
and poilcfllon of fo great a good , be more taken and enamoured with it. And if it 
were able to force vs to louc it and embrace it, while wc u ere free and vnconftanr, 
how much more wil it hold vsinloueof it, when we flial be obliged and bound 
vnto ic with that /nplt ctrd^ Vfbkh is hardly brok^en, 

14. What ground therefore can weiniagine ,that we can haur, to alter from 
our purpofc , with fo great loflc and fhamc to ourfelues? Shal we alter in regard of 
the rigour and anftcritic of that kind of life? Wherefore then hauc we fpoken (0 
much ofihc commodities of it ( which alone were fufficicnt ) and of the fwcetncj 
bc(iJcsandj)lcafurc whichisinit ? Rather fcing we arc naturally fo n»uchtakfi» 
\\ ith plcafurc , & follow f) greedily the bare Hndow of it in the idle toyes, whit h 
the woilddothlhewvs, wehaue no canfc to fearc , but that meeting with the 
vcricfouutain of plcafurc, which is God , weflial llickthc farter by it, anJdui.k 
u ith mt re contentment of it. For our part therefore, vvc haue no caufe, why v\c 
(lioul J cucr repent ourfelues of a thing , which ha:h been inuentcd and commen- 
ded vntovs by God, fo carefully pradifed b/fomanie holic men, (o carncOly 
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d'cfited and embraced by ourfelue5,and found by our owne experience 10 be muc h 
mere beneficial and delightful, then we could either hope or imagine. 

jj-, Whatisit then that we fearc? thcfecret vndcrminings,cr open affaulu 
of the Diuel? But of them alio much hath been fayd before, to rtiew that wc mud 
\vholycontemnethem,confidering the manie helps which wehaue to oucrcome 
tl.cni asfheStatciifclf, inwhichweliuc as in a Caftlcithecuftodieof iheholie 
Angels, the care and watchful eycofGodtodefcndvs \ and infinitother things, 
which of themfelucs arc powerful and ftronc helps, but much more the Grace 
of God diftufed in our harts by the Holic- G holt, which is giuen vs, and which 
doth (o cloathc vs w ith vcrtue and (Ircngt h fiom aboue, that if inconfbncie come 
vponvs, it fctlethvs;ifwe be weak e and feeble, it ftrengthneth vs;if wcfaintaml 
languilii,it puts life into vs; am) taking vs as it were out of ihc hands of the thee- 
ucs( whicharetheDiuels)halfaliue, and placing vs in the humble, but whole- 
fomc llablcof Religion, it cureth vs with w inc and oy le. The wine ( as the fliar- 
perof thctwo) isRcligiousdifci[)line,anJthc incommrditics which arc incident 
vntoir.but this wine is alayed with oylc, that is, with an admirable kinJoffweet- 
ncs, whichgiuesaplcafant taftc to al the incommoditics which aic in it. And 
therefore though we brino to Religion a na:urecut ,and mangled and weakncd 
V, ith manic wounds and fores , wc hauc no reafon notwithftanding to mifdoubc 
our pcrfcucrancc, hauing fo manic gentle, but yeteflicacious medicines of the 
Grace of God, to cure ir. 

\6, But al acknowlcd;;c,that the grace of God is powerful, and it cannot 
bedenyed; yet fome (lil fcarc, leaft through tbeir owne fault and offences they 
make themfelues vnworihicof (his grace, andfolcefingit and forfaken by it, 
they fal into their ancient errours. But they that lodge thi«; fcare in their breafls, 
ami in regard of it foibeare to put themfelues into the feruiceof God , are farrc 
widcof ihe mark, and know fiot indeed , what Grace is, which is therefore called 
Grace, becaufe it is giuen frcely,and not for aniedefert ©fours. And we fhal not 
need to lookefofarre back as to the example of S.^^m/ , vvhowas apetfecutour, 
orof5.M^/'/;cw, who was a publican, or of ^. M^rirA/jgf/j/fWjWho wasafin- 
ntr, to iuflifye ir/ting we haiie proof and example deer enough (fit in ourfelues. 
Faifwhen wcweic )et enemies, when we fed hogs in farrc countries, when 
we wandered like the lofl flicep, God of his owne good wil fought v»out, fol- 
lowed vs when wc were flyingfrom him, compelled vs when we ihiued againH: 
him,expcdied vs when we ft ught dclaycs and held baek,andiniheendbroughe 
ITS home vpon his ftiouldersjwhat wil he not doc for vs now wc liue in his houfc, 
andinhisfcruice^ 

17. Letvscomparconetime with another, and that flare wc were in , with 
that in which n<nv we arc; rlien liuing in extreme darknes , there was no 
pfodncsat al in vs ,al wasfmne, al was carthlic, attending to the fcruictof 
this world, our thoughts, our words, our deeds , al bending that waycs , we 
liucd in perpetual forgcifulncs-of God, in looflecarelcfnes of alheaucnlic things. 
Eut|now wc fpend al our dayes in the pracfHfe of vcrtue , in the feruice of 
Gg(!, in the deny al of ourfelues-, and thou|;h wc cffcndfomeiimes , ourfault-j 
are but fmal and venial , and eafily cucrmatched and couered with the abun- 
<lancc of the good deeds w hich wcd<e. Ifiheitfire the goodnes of G<d wcra 
fo'.rcaticWaidsvsuuha:firflftaie,that our ancient defoimitie rruld noihiti- 
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dcr him from taking v$ out of that mirc^and placing v$ in his armcs and bofome 
now that wc arc wafhcd ( thou.;h perhaps our feet need ftii feme waniing) wil 

he (hake v$off&callvsoutofhisaimcsai;aine?Hc that dealt folouingly by ftran. 
gcrs.yea by his cncmics,as to adopt vs his childrcn,& take vs into his houfc; dovv 
wcarc his childrcn,&hauc done iiiinfo much fciuicc,& iiucdromanieycaresin 
his houfc, vvil he thruft vs out , and cafheer vs from among the reft of his children 
among whom he had ranked v$? O abfiird fufpicion, & fcarc vnwonhieoffuch I 
father, vnworthic of children that hauebccnfonobly brought vp! How much 
better & more truly doth S. ntrnani iudgcof this loueof God towards Rcligiouj 
pei)plc,exDrc(Ting liimfcif in thefc words>Hc, Me, I fay , gathcreth you togcathcr 
' that loucth you as his ownc bowels , as the moft prciious fruit of his Crollc as a 
• moll worthic compenfation of the bloud which he rtied. Hcfayth , that Reli- 
gious people arc the fruit and wocthic tecompcncc of the PalTion of Chrift, 
bccauic the vcrtuctherof is chiefly fcen in them, andbccaufe. though no other 
fruit had come of ir , this alone had been enough for the Sonne of God , to think 
al his labour and fuft'crin-s wel bcftowcd. Wherefore if no marchant be Co m.id, 
astacaft away the leweis which he hath bought at an cxccffiue rate, when he* 
may keep them i what flial we think of him, ihatfcares, lead God caft vs oft" 
vpon the fuddain, whom he hath bought with the prctiousbloud of his only 
.Sonne , and enriched with fuch incllimibic guifts and trcafurcs? 

18. nJilcs.wcmuftconfjdcr thediflcrcnce, which is betwixtafcruantinda 
ronnc. U a feruant oftcnd,or become vnprofitable,hc is put away , becaufc he is a 
fcruant , and , as our Sauiour fayth , rtuuintih mt in honft for tutr\ but though a 
n»nncbe fick.and able to doc nothing, yea thou;.;h he offend and difpleafciiis fa- 
thcr, he liial be cnrrct^cd witlw'/M^/, perhaps with 4 /?if/< , and yet they wil he 
rather 4 com/or/ to him (asthe Projihet fpcakctli j then an allliftion, butit isjiot 
the fjlhion to banilh him out of his fa-hcr's (ight \ it cannot finck into tiicharc * f 
a father to di^fo, the loue wliercwidi he entcrta) ncdhim in iiis houfc with 111 1- 
lick, when he rcturnoil froma fjrrecounticy, wil not fuftcrhimto vfcfuchri. 
.i;>ur, m!ich lertc thrufl him out of docres, 

19. .If we were to dealc uiih a man like ourfcliics , we lliould doe hiiU 
wni.g, if wcihouid tiiink him fo vnciuil and froward , as to fal-out witli vs 
vp Ml eucric (light occafion , and neuer be friends with vs anie more. Mow much 
grcwcrwri;nj» therefore flial wc do to the infinit goodnes of God , if we take 
him tobcofloharfliadifpodtion, notwithftanding that wc fee before our cyc$ 
day!y,how he bcares with an infinit number of moft grceuous finncs, and (l{- 
fdnhUs their ojjrf.iti , ^^icsuftrfrepent.wcf. Rather as wearcconfidcnt( f our ownc 
brother,or of our fati»er,oiofanicman,thatv\c know doth entirely lone vs.f't 
( whyn\ouldwefpcakofoihcis?)asifperfcueranccinvertuei'c Religion wcicui 
our ownc power, our lurt would beat 1 ell &: cafe •, fomuUii bcnow it ii in the 
hand and power of God ; and fo much the more , the greater we know his louc u 
towards v<;,louingvs more tlien wcloucourft-lucs, and dcfiring with fo much :',- 
fcaion our eternal welfare and pcrfcdion, as the Apolllc fayth of him : Hn ^V" " 
yiur I'muH 'ic4tinn, 

iO.Wi rt! :frcforciscur(!utietodoc:That which V.^r;5rt/?/;;did,whenhcfounJ 
hjiniclrin ti e hke f ai t ul huniour , Icall hcllu ul J uot liauclh-cnLjlh and C(Hir.v;c 
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(oough to goe through with that new courfe of life, which he was then refoluing vCc mufl 
vpon. Forhcvviitcih of himfdf, that he heard as it were a voycefpeakc within folluwthe 
Km : ^W ^hff^f ^/""' '^''" > /^'"'^' "*'' ^^' ^^' ^ ""' wti'uiraw himfcif\ dfAt ihou m4y(i f jan'P^c 
fjfj Cajl th\(tlffcciirf!^y he W'll rtcfaue wul cure fhcc. For if no man was euer fo ° /^ *^'*' 
batban^iiHy hard-haricd and cruel ( (^:> he were a man ) as to withdraw him- ^ 
fcif , and futVtr anotiicr man to be d.iflit and hurt againft the (ground , if he j ^^ugl.n. 
fee that in hisfal from f >mc hi.;h place he is willing to laue himftlf in his ar- Conf. i. 11. 
m«», rather the more tiufl and conHdence a man puts in vs , com hitting himfelf 
anJhislilc into oiiv hands, witluhis li 'pc, hcoblij;cth vs the more not to for- 
rakch.im, or fuffcr iiim to pcriiii for want of anie tiling , that w c can doe for 
him. If therefore the natuic of man eucn among ihofe , that arc none of the 
ciuiKft , goeai;ain{l (uch baibarous procc;cding •, who can fufpcci anie fuch 
thin;* fthaibjttom'.es pitof clcnjcncie and'^oodncs , that he wil forfake vs, 
hauin" rclycd ourfclues vvholy vpon his goodnes, ..nd prudence, and vndoub- 

ttd promifes r 

II. Finally we niuftconr»der,thatwhcrastheworksofGod pert ync partly to ^^^..1 it 
Njture, and partly to Gtacc, no man cucr had the Icjft fcarc , le.ill iiiliis natu- ^'" ,||^"^ 
ral works he lih)uldbrcakc the vnifoiineordcrandconllantcouiltof hii Diuinc Joikkof 
beneficence. No man euer doubted , leaft the Sunne liionld not rife cueiie day, natmc 
and with tl\c vfual proportion , according to tiie times of liie yeaic , giuc light to 
theeanh;ort> at it would not raync according to the ftafons, fo that the fruits 
of the earth IhouU faylc : we plough, we f-w, wc plant, uc piuneour trees and 
vines, as if wc wcic allincd of al t hofc tilings ■, which noiwithll.iiiding if ihcy 
fli()uldfa)le, al oui labour and changes wercqu'tc K;lL V\'c make [Ttat vaults 
and conduits to conucy the water to matiie mils with cxccfliue coft and ix- 
pcncc •, which al were invainc, if the head of the fountain (hould decay i but 
it is fo certain , llat it wil nt decay , that no man euer fpared col^ for that 
rcafon. If therefore it neuer comes into our th( ugl.t , to njifdoubt ihcfe na- 
Ujral things , whv flu^uld we not infpiiitnal ihini;s hrpc , that the fountain 
(fihe (iijce of Hcauen vvil continually flow ? And if it were foolifli for st 
man to forbeareto fow his ground , or plant trees , or follow anie fuch kind 
f.f woik vpon fuch a kind of idle (eare , liow much more foolilh is it to 
omit our fpiritual woik , and fmh a work as is the vnuertaking of a Rc- 
li'^i(;U3 courfe of life, (vt the like fcarc , lead forfooth the Sunnc Icaue 
(liining vpon vs at noouc-day , or the fountain of Diuinc grace dry away 
in ihc^'niidll of the current of it ? Yet fomc bodic wil fay : We fee diuers. 
fal i who knowes whether I Hial at iafl be one of ihcm ? SJobn Chryftfltmt The fal oF 
propoundcth this veiie doubt in his ^pM^ie for 4 TiUn^ic^l //./where ar->;^'^^^^"2Jj!;«^ 
guing againft parents , that hinder their children from embracing Reli^,,,,^^,^ 
gious courfes , he bringcih them nuking this obicftion ; Ffow Ihal I know s. /». Lhry. 
ihat my fonnc flial pcrfcucr , and nruer fal from his purgofe? for manic hauc '»«. Wr. 
fallen. To which S. lohn Chr^fftome , and I anfwer : How doft thcu know, ^"* *'«"? 
that ht flial not pcrfcuer? for manic hauc pcrfeuered, yea mmic more, then hauc *"" *' 
fallen ifo that wc hauc more caufc to truft in regard of them, then to diflrufl in 
iCi;aidofthtfc. Andt!icnhcc6uinccththcmbythat,whichihcydoeihenjfclue$; 
for tUev fend their childi'- CO fchuole,3caic aicbarijcs with them, & yctfcvv coma 
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Kibe eminent in Icarning.bccaufc it dcpciidi of manic things,wheras in Religion 

a man needs not a lic great \\ it otRicn^ilj of botlictoperfcucrj&ioarriucto per- 

fciflion, but willingncs and cndcauoiu ; am! concludeih thui : How vnrcafonablc 

therefore and vnvvorthic is it, to runnc into fcare and defpayrc , w hcie for the 

mod part there be manifcft tokens of certain hope and faluation at hand ; and 

where there is lclh:liope,& fubied to fo ma nie impcdimcts,thcrc not todcfpayic 

but rather to be greatly and certainly in hope of a thing, which is moU difficult ? 

21. AnJthis uhich_i'.f«/>nC/;r;f<»f/jm(raythoflcarnint'^ is offeree in aUhic$& 

^'o: 1 J!io f '"ploy>"cnts in the world,for people ccafc not to traftick, bccaufe manicin traf- 

:\m ices hck hiue become bank-rout; neither doc they forbcarcto goc to fca, bccaufe luu 

lo not dznt nic haue pcriilicd by fhip-wrack,nor they leauc not the warres .though infinii pc- 

'^' rifli in thcm.fome with one kind ofdcatlijfome with another. Andyctcucriconc 

of ihcfc kinds of lifcarcdayly fubiciflto fo manic dangers & hazard$,ihatvvchauc 

much more rcafon to feare misfortuncs,thcn to hope that w e flial goe profperoufly 

through with thenj.efpccially con(i Jciing, that no human wifdome or forccaft is 

able to picuent al mifchanccs. But in Religion thefc accidents happen fcldome,& 

to very few , incomparifonofiherell,andby moderate care & diligence ihcy may 

be prcucntcd & cfcliewedi& arc alwaycs preuentcd,if wc be as we ought, & haue 

but a wil to vfc thofc helpcs» which the ftate itfelf aft'ordcth vs. Wherefore let v$ 

hcai ken to S.Grf^orir,w ho like a m.iiftcr- workman very handfomcly cuts offthis 

temptation with the knife of Reafon, and tlic authtnitieof the holie Scripture, 

Another, fayth hc/citing the dcfires of the flefli at nau/^ht, is thinkingtoforfakc 

al, and to betake hitnfclftothcfcruiceof AlmighticGodihepurpofcihtocuilc 

iiiiufclf with the ra) ncs and bridle of Contincncic & Challitie : but feing others 

that haue fallen cucn after Chaftitie , he is afrayd to doe that which he hath a 

mindtodoc.andturnctii back in his thoughts, when looking before hin), Ic 

was witli ilieftcpsof hii mind eucn now mounting on hii'h. Of whonii^a/cwK/i 

faytli wcl : lie ihjitbfirutth the wiriJ^ dthnoi fowCy und ht ihit cn'liiltrcih the (U'WiU'^ 

shdtneitcrrejftc.Jiy the wind .vcvndci Hand (he malignant fpirirjihatblowcsvpon 

ourmindwitli ccmpMtioniby heel nvilcswe vndcrltmd a (inner, thaiiscanicd 

away by the violence of temptation. He therefore that obfcructh the wind, doth 

not row,& hethatconfidcreththecl vvdcs.ncucrieapcth,becaufc hetiiatfcarcth 

thf temptation? (»f the malignant fpirit, and confidering the falles of the wicked, 

dcfpayrcth of hinirelf,doth neither in prcfcnt excrcifc hinifelf in the feed of good 

works, nor flial hccraftcrbercfreflicd by reward of iuftrecotnpenfc. Thus ra)th 

S. Greg^orte. 

1?. The fummc therefore of this v\ hole difcourfc is this-.lf the rcfolution of fol- 
low it\g a Religious courfc u ere to come of outfclues , or if it were fo to con:c of 
God, tliai it were ncccirarie wc fliould dcfcrue it , wc had reafon doubilcs to fearc 
our owne frailtic & inconftancic.But fcingit comes fo from God, that on our part 
itrcquircih nodcfcrr.butgiucih vsalthc defert wchauc.asthegraccofGodfroin 
thcbc;.;innin'; woikcth it in vs,fo it alwaycseucr after worktih ii,prcfcruing vs. 
We haue an excellent example of ic in S. Vtter thcApoftle, wheninuitedbyour 
Sauiour , he walked vpon the water , and was held vp abouc it by his holic 
hand , when for fcarc he began to (Ink. This d«th liuely reptefent vnto v$ a 
Religious Ajte. lor as it is a great miracle for this heauic and lumpiin 
budic of ours to walk vpon tlic water , fo it is no Idle a auracic , wh^n 
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our corrupted nature ( whith of itfelf is alwaycs bearing downcwaids to 
eirthlic things, totheworkcsofihc flrfli , to liber tic an J licentioufncs ) by tlic 
vertues of Pouertie.Chaftitic and Obedience breikctli through al tliefe wicked 
iiiclinations,& walkcthabouethcm,a4 a bodie abouc the water. AndcOfcejucntly 
wecinnotbringtliistopafleby our ow ne natural firength, but by the power of 
God ; and it is the eftc(^ of his vcice, vi hen he fayth vntovs: Coffie, ashefaydio 
5.Pf/fr,8cbyitgiucthvsthclikcadnjiiablcpowcr,ashegauctohim ,d5^aslongaj 
theforccofthisvoytcl.ifteth,rolon;j;wc icmainewiththispowcr,&: pcrforrnc ic 
with the fclf- fame faci lit ic & agiliiicas wcdidatfitft. How comes the vcrtuc ot 
this voice to decay fomciimcs in vs,& to grow faint? By Diffidence, as it hapned 
to P#/fr, when letting our thoughts runnc more vpon the wind$& the wanes, if. at 
i$,vpon the difficulties & tcn»ptatio$ which fomctimes rufli-in vpon vs,then v{.nii 
ihcgraccofGod & the vcrtuc thcrof,wc begin to fearc outfclues.and by fearing 
fink. Yet if fomctimes through frailiic wc chance thu$toflaggcr,w e haue at h.n i 
a prcfcnt rcmedie and refuge,to wit, God himfelf, who (hctching forth his h.u.d j.;, ., ,.,^. 
wilinftantly hold vs vp,and ftayvs,&, as the Apoftlc fayth ; //f//;4/^4MeTwciv /, ,.c«,.,. k. 
Vil ^iue ys alfo to aciowplishdnd (onprtne y$ to the tnil ^Wiihtkt trimt , in the day (jj lit 
cmmg of out Lord lEsvs Christ. 

/igawfithe tcwination ofdelafwg our oitrnncc into Religion, 
CHAP. XXXIII. 

5 in wane it is the fafliion of the weaker fide to be asking truccj 

6 in eucrictroublcfome thing that cannot be vvholy autwded, Diucrs 
welabouratlea(l,thatitbc dirfcrredasmuchas may be , h) it is prtM cc* 
one (^f the Diucl'scunningtricksamonc there!}, when hecan- " ^^ ')• 
notwholy tcmouc people fronnheirre(olniion of ending into 
Religion, topreienddiucrscaufes , why they fhould delay their 

cntraccTofomc he hycs before the their icdcrycares,as not ripe yet for the yoak 
ofChrift; others he pcrfwades, that trey muA take longer time of deliberation, 
askcadui'rcofthcirfiicnds,haucrome trial ofiheirltrcngth.fomecxpciiccc by the 
pradtife of good woi ks bcft^re had , that fo they m^^y prepare their way for greater 
& harder tmtters.Lct vsfcc therefore, what force & rcafons thefc pretences haue. 
3 Andton'eal<efirftofat;ciltisfofarrcfrombcingtruc,thataman*syoufhis 
nr)t*a fit age for the fernice ofGo(l,ihat it is the fittcft time of al others to fei uc hioi. ^^ J^|J"'j ^ 
VVhichthc Prophet tcllethvs, when hcfayth: if u^ood foraman.wl'enheshalhsut ^.^i.^'in^ 
(mieJthejo^/ifromtmyuth.dK inhnuatcth what commodities come of ic : //f//^/ j., ,,,,„,., 

P(fa>th Uc) rMt4rie ,4^d holdhiipeaceM^*'f'^'^^^'^'^*f''^^f''"*Mf'*^'^*^^^^^^ '^^^^ ((.r.K („.d. 
m(aninRofwhichwords,asS.I'/>ow4iintcrprctcth,is,thatthey that rake the yoak thnn^.tj. 
ofRcligion vpon them in their youth, lift thcmfelues with nuich mo. ccafc & to sri„„,, 
better cftca abouethcir nature & natural inclinations,& Icule amoftquict life, .;»/.•«'. 
hccfromalworldlie caies& troi»bles.andi\icngthtieth thishisexplicaiion with rm^r.g. 
thcauthoritieofS./fnfc/mf,wholikencththofc,thatarebroughtvp.nMonancric« •»• ► 
fromiheir childhood, to Angels; and thofc that enter inelderycarestomen. s^„f,u^, 

^ The commodites of cntring in our youth arc thefc. I-irft , youth being na- 
tiully vnprouidcnt,and by reafon cf our weaknes pliable.as wax . to whatroeuer 
\icc.ifwci)airc our youth in iht world, amidil fo manic fnares and occafionsof 
' ' XXX 3 finnc. 
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fiinc , h'^v caficisii foi vs to ciuauglc oiufc'lucs in manic crrours , which wil 
a. tcivvirai hinder vs ftom taking a comfc of vcrtuc and faluaiion ? or ifai laU we 
iclolucvnon fuchacourfc , wilas Co manic wounds make vsiunnc thcflowcr^ 
liic wca.cr in the fpiriiualcouiTc vvcflial vndcrt.tkc ? Whcia; on the other fide, 
ifwc contcciatc the flower of our youth and life tu God ,vvc Ihil had the quii; 
c.Muraiic , and prciiont thofc dangers and misfoiiuncs. 

4.Sccondly,youthisapic(ltorcccaucgoodimpicirions, &ismofldirci|)linabk, 
v.hiicthcmindisyctcm|>i»c,&,likcapcacof uhiicpa^ici-, futoreccaucwhn- 
rocucr a bodic v*. il \vi iic in it •, or hkc a yon; tree, w lucii a man may bend & IcaJe 
which vvay he wil. And wcfcc iicuidcnil)/v.rexanuilc,inmoftbcalls,asinhorrcs 
aiiJ dogs , and fomc kinds ul biulsi ifwc teach tliem while they are yong , we 
hiid by^ex.>crience ih.u ihcy arc a^'t to take , cucric one accorduy to ihcir 
(cucral kind, but if we let that time paflc,tl)cy grow fo Hubbom , that wc can 
ncuer biioi; thcn^ toanic thin;,'. It is true, that al times with man aie in fcafon 
forvcrtiic; but if wc rjcakc of a facilitic anda kind of nimblcncs ii, it, we find 
it certainly fane Qicaict in that tender age btfove a man be hardned in viccand 

vanitif. , r /I . I 

5. TairHv,that which wclcarncinouryomh.Ibcks^^allcrbyvs, andean very 

' liaiJuy cucv U bi> tied out. S >fayth S. lliubun in o:ic of his Upiftles : If a h^ul a 
ra ;<•/■.!' »ul^^f.),^.■ 4<i vov;i^uiht mimlhAth drut fim ,4 nrx eatihto ycfjil k'fff {*("f, 
i.rn. f/.(Mw ur^i'f'fl, nuihwhuhjvllitisfiafo'tt.L .An(}.ilc alio conccaucs , that it 
djiumiulnrnport wiiatcuaonhcamaniakesinhisyoutli.and rayth,that alina 
ir.inn«r lyes in ti. at. And in another place he fa^th: The full tlun|isd(;c eueriake 
, . ilciTi ni.f am3n*smind,andprtiudicatc it , ..lul there! mc hcordercth ihatina 
C..n.mon-\vealih ucl goutrncd, aloblccncihin;.;s be put artdc from clnldicn, 
that thcv may not io n»uch.as fee the pidtnrcof anic fuch thing, nor a Comalic 
or Tia-e^ie. VVi.ich cate can ncncr be had uf iliemin the world, nor can it be 
ex tacd or iwpcd for i but in Reh>,ion it isconnuntly and moft certainly ob- 

fcri:el. , • i • .• 1 

^ [•.nallyji is no fmal commodiiic,that in yonr.er yearcs a man s nun.! is imclic 
^•hi!ofvi';..ur,itisnotdmidcd,nordi(lraatdv%ithbu(inefrcsorafrcaionsol(c- 
ir I al natures fo that if wcapply it wholyaiih.u time to God.and bend our fpmtj. 
Ulo, c they be tainted. to hcauenliethin-s our vto;,itnc in vcrtuemuft ''"ds " 
tl.c'jre.ucr ,andoui tomrcihcfwmtr ivhlchihc giautft ofihc Heathen I bilo- 
ropherscxurelleihexcclleutly inthcfc woids: ,AsfhAi which is fif^ powitdcHttfd 
v<//f/,ii -iw4>fi iltcltmfi ,fht /jtAUit 4nd mntUic [j^ pu\sfofh(bt>mm'. (o i».«r 




OF A 



R B I 1 C 1 O T $ ST ATE. Lib. Ill, Cdf. XKKIU, 



55; 



vr.^itiinir,^v.mAj4^flyoHtwindti,th4ty9h,chtibtil,\vh^^^ 

L uuft xht time of our youthen jiiitll fo, Ubm, jitfeP for the xvhettwi ofm WU i« /w'''"'^ 

i.>(l}(*rurpiahxm>ftunall;>ndolw0rkiVh4twhichhbebinc{,*sm 

ttitifrroaHtnd Thus !>>w<'C4. , r i- vT 

7. Al whkh commodities wc may fee ciudently cxprefTcd \n a Ficaucnlie VHinn, 
which //«»>.6frMM(a fatuous man,c\Gcneialofthc/M«'fi/c.i0^vas wont to rccoiM.t 

ol a tu:am Rcli« luus man,ihit atict his dcceafe a^'peaicd in the ni^ht-uuie tu 011^ 



ftfhiifcllow-bccthrcn,compa(rcd with a great light ;and leading Him outofh s 
relic Ihcwcd him a long ranck of men clad al in white . fliining wondeiful bright; 
k they carried mod bcaiKiful Crollcs vpontlicirlhoulders, marching al towardt 
haucn.Soonc aftcr,thcrc followed another ranck f.«rrcir(orc comclic to beholds 
' jcdorious , and cucric one of them carried a daintic Crollc, not vpon their 
Zuldcrs,but in their hand. After them agaiue appeared a third ranck more beau- 
tiful & mote gallaot then the other two . & their CrofTes alfo furpallcd the othetK 
bvfatrc,both in workmanfliip and comeIines,& they did not cariic them chem- 
felucs butcucrieonc had an Angel marching before him, & carried his Crofic fdi- 
him i & they followed checrfully,& as it were play ing.Thc man being allonifiir d, 
& inufing much at tliis (ighi.his companion that had appeared vnto him.told hio , 
that they of tlK firft ranck were Religious pcoplc,that had entrcd in their old i[:,c, 
the fecond were fuch at had entrcd at man's cfUte ; the third and hl\ , wh<m 
hefaw To li'htfomc and cheerful, wcrcthcythat entrcd into Religion m their 

^°«. And as this, which wchauefayd.ouc^ht greatly to encourage and comf- r- 1' •■'' ■ 
people of yongcr ycares,ro they that are men already growne.ought not ro be .lif- " '■ • ^ ^ ^ 
luayed. Fitftbccaufc, as the common fayingis.Itisbcttcrtoturncback ,thr.u. h " ' ;'/.," 
with romcdifllcultie,thcnailtorunnconinanerrour.SeconJ]y, ifwc wiir|)e..kct,.,r. J. 
offaci.itie & carc,thcy that arc elder in yearcs, want not their comforts alfo , and 
their helps and furtherances towards the leuei;in;4 arid the taking do wnc of i he 
ruaccdncs of the way they walke in , & towards the Iwccinin:; of their forrowcs 
& troubles , of which kind of comforts and the plentieofthcm, 1 hauc fpokcn at 
hrce in this third bookc And wccannot alfo deny , but it often failcth out , that 
thouffhi\ro/;n, asthcyongcr,tunnc before, more fpccdily then V.7'r,p,^ yd ?r/,r '•'"''' ''" 
the elder cntrcth firft into the monument, that is,comes firll to perfect Mortilica- ^^"''' ^"* 
tion & perfect (imilitudc without SauioutChrifl. Andthc workmen , tliac were "^" 
called at the Sixt and Ninth howrc,thou.i;h they wrought but one howrc , recc.ii/c 
the r.mic reward with them that were hiredearly in the m rning. Tor it n nener 
tnolateto returneto God; rather it is aK\ ayes time , and wc arc alwaycs wel- 
come, at whatfoeuer howrc wccon)Cto him, who alwayesexpedkthvs.alwajes 
kiiuckeih at ourdooic,alwayesembraceih and enicrtaineth thofc , that ci nic 
vnto him, with ioy. ,, , r^. ,. 

9. But it is time wc fay fometnmg of the other pretences, which the Dnielis ai ilr'.A^ 
wontiofowc, ascockle, vpon the c;ood feed, which God caft into our niiiul;iwlr . 
either to choaic it vp, if hecanpolTibly , or at leaft to hinder the growtli of i'. "•" • 
And briefly to anfwet al ihcfc temptations in one word-, there is one excel- 
lent rctnedic for them al , to wit, throughly to perfwade ourfelues and ac^ 
knowledge as a certain truth, that whaifoeuer delay wc make in fo profitable. 
f> wholffome, fo important a thing , and fubicd to Co manic dcccipts and 
coufcnagcs of the Bncmie , is not only to no purpofc , but inf.nitly dange- 
rous. This is t'.e rcafon , whyal holic men , knowim^ too v.tl , how manic 
witkedfnarcs lye hidden vnder thefc dccciiftil deliberations , cry vnt()vs with ^JJj^'**' 
one voyce , with one confent , to breikc ofT aldel.iyej , and not to diHeirc J"^ '*;'• 
ubvanic mcancs. Makchalle , I btfccchthec( fayth S.Uimtm ) and ftingihy Jj^^'^f '■ 
fiiipUickinthe fnds,cut the rope in funder rather then vniy it. S./o/.wC/r/o/lfowf ^,^^^ ' 
»u one of his Ikmi.ies to the pec pic , hauing fct forth to admiiaiion the ^„„^^. 

XXX ^ beaut « 






55* 



TUB HAPriWtf 






tdtniit 6. 



D.m. 



VtjtK J.l^ 






\i* 4r,> I, 

1. .... .id- 

ifn'ii- ,not 
t !h- t. -.; 
niciiJcid. 



bcaiitic and chicfl) the plcalurc , th.it is in a Kciigious life , concludcth thm: 
Vtrhapinunit tfyon now.irc warmeathdrt^ tndbuintWtihdgttdidffitt^ffebtdHttfiiU 
coniterf4Uon.UMtVP'iJdtdothitbtnefiryov^ifwhd(yoM4T(l(tryy-Hbdt(etlmlire]0'iafmt 
Mi yoi* got out, you qutnch it y iy thtfidrnt <r iJtalV4niihtth aVfdyi V^'hdtrtmtduiV^hilt 
tUy Uut n yei !>u ^ i'^of preftndyfthofe ^Angeit ^<f ihtre injltme tt mote. Dot ntifayUxf.l 
lif(ifpt4fiew/.bmj)ritnJsylvifitdtff4tchmybufincfJ<},'l'htsdeUjis4begwiiirigo{shm{^^^ 
uw4y. i he Dtfcipit Vfiauldhaut buried bis f4ih<r \ 4tidC'hri(l would nttltt bim.\Mhmf»w. 
bec4nfe tU Diutl is 4t lundeager toinftuudiehimfelt intoputmindydi'ifhegeibiitdfmil 
ttfpit of pro¥og4tiott , hi brmgeih ys togre4tcoldnei.Thtreftre one doth4duift ys ; Dlfftrre 
not from ddy to day. 

lo.We m ly Icarne of what opinion S.^u»u({in was in this bufincj,by that wliicfi 
hcr3ythofhimrclf,bewaylinghisownedulnes& lingring failiiun, v\hcnitwa$ 
part, in ihcfc words : I had noi\9'^4t to4nfx9trt}>etyWl)en thouf4yd[i -vnio tnt:f{tfeihtutbi( 
lUt'tii ; 4vd l{_fe from the dead , 4nd Chrifl wd enlighten thee, jlnd shevtmg me o« tHnit 
JiJr,'hjt thou f*jd(l true , / h4d not ante th.ng at 4/ to anfwer^being onutnctdby ilxirHth^but 
iv$td\ unly jUvf and iktptt : Ko-rv ^4nd BelMldnowJet me 4lone4Uttl:, HuiH^W (^H<.T9 
h.td N(iitrfnnM/h;4nd Ltr me Aont 4 Ittde ^ grt^v to gyeatlength of time. And as hccrhc 
acknowicdgcth his ownc fault infceking Co manie dclaycs ^fo he highly com- 
rncnjc'h, th j two brethren , that vpon vcadin^^ the I/ifc of S. ^nrhomt wctc fohoi 
V ; on iiii.tain.; liim, that at the fclf-fanic inllanr , and in the felf-famc placc,whcn 
tl'cy ha J icad it , they onfecrafcd ihemlelucs to tlic fcruicc of God. And vnon tlic 
fj'uc rounds els-vv here he exhoitcth al in this nianer ; Behold the Giucrchncrcic 
openeth the gaevnto thcc. What doft thou Ihy for? Thou iTiouldd be glad, iHic 
lliould openvnroiheeatanictinicvpowthy knoclcing.Thoudidft not knock, & 
iicopcncih, &doftthourcrmincftil without ?Oditferrcnot,Thcholie Scripture 
fny I h in a certain place of the works of nicrcie: Die not fay , goe 4nd come a^am^tt 
fifirrtw I w Iginty when thou canft prcfcntiy doc wcl i for thou knowell not what 
:n.iy happen the day following. Thou haft heard the commandment of net diffcr- 
ring to bcmcrciful towards anothcr,3^ art thou cruel towards thyfelf by dclaycs? 
Giucalmcstoihyownc foulc. Wc doe not fay , thou fliouldft giucii anic thing, 
but doe not put nfkic the hand of him that giucth. 

I!. ^. ,.4nfelme alfo fayth excellently wel to the fam*? purpofc in one of his 
r..>iiU(«; • Make haft to fo great a good, bccaufc thou canft not by ante other good 
more cffc<::>uallv come to the Soueraigne Good. I haue feenman ic that hauc pro- 
mircJ,&thcndifferrcd,whomdeath fopreuenicd,that tUey could neither difpatcn 
thaim which they had engaged ihemlelucs, nor begin that forwhich they hid 
onlTcd their promife.And igaine: Hethatdifterrcih til the time to come,& perhaps 
ii! liic timc,that wil neuer come, to rcformc his life, leauerh vndoubtedly a certain 
good and contemning that which he leefirth, he flicwcth that hcloueih noitJiat 
which he ex'xActh,and deferueth not tohaue it. 

1. The Tudgemcnt of S, Ihomai in this point ( being Co greata DIuinc a* 
1 c was ) is nvt a little to be regarded. He therefore both, irt one of his Opufclcs, 
& in hisSummeofDiuinitiepropofing this qiieftion (whether long deliberation 
v.-nnthis counfclbecommcndabk? ) proueth that which wearcraying,by niame 
wtightie reafons , that wc muft obey God in it out of hand , and diligently 
I'lit in execution that which he fpeakcth vnto vs. Though w hat doc wc 
tland pic km" rcafons hccv at>d there out of Auihours , fcing we h;«i'f '"* 

auihoritie 
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jathoriticoftheGhofpclforvs? WefecTf/fr and Andrew Jo fooneasihcyvyerc m^, a t>'. 
(ailed by our Lord, pre fently obeyed his calling , forfaking their nets and their 
boatc. The like wcreadc of /^wci and /(»/;« ,and in a more difficult and weightic 
occafion, of J. MMtbt-Wy who, bcfides the general obligations of brethren and 
kinsfolk , fct light ( as S, Chyfpmt obferueth ) by al the human dangers , which 
might hauc befallen him from the Princes of thcland , leauifig their feruicc before 
lie had caft-vp and made cuen his accounts. 

jj. But nothing doth morceuidently confirme that which we are fayin.^ then 
that vvhcras he that wasinuitedby our Lordtoihe Apoftlclliip, didnotrcfufe it, ^i^tihi.ii. 
but craued refpit , for a pious end , to burie his father; the Diuinc Wifcdomc not- 
withftandin«:;anfvvercdhim: i*//</W mty O" ledue the dead to bunt t' tit dcad.WhkU 
S.lohn Chryi^hm expoundeih in this manner : This he fayd not bidding v$ to ne- S. r C ->/: 
glc^'t the loue of our parents , but (hewing , that nothing muft feenie more nccella- jJ'^^^J,/" 
ric, then thcbiirincl!csofhcaucn, though the rubs which arc caft inourway, ^ 
fccmc great , ncccllarie, and infuperable. This therefore is that which al muft " 
think and doe, that hcarc the voice of our Lo:':! calling , inuiiing , and perhaps 
drawing tl)cin. And S.TIxmai to this purpofc do;li iudicioufly among other things ^ JJ "^ '^ ^• 
applyc an opinion of ^r/(?flf/f'/ in his bjokesof Morals,whcrcputtingthisquefti6: ^J^.y,"'.'" '' 
What it is in a foule ,tl)at firft and principally mouethit ? he anfwercth , that Rt a- ^y,, ., /' 
foil firftmoucthal other parts and powersofit, and that which moueih reafon, is r.^dim.ai.. 
fymethingbcttcrthenrearon; not k no .vled^e or learning (for thcfe ace not better 
then it ) but God , and a litlc af cr he addcth , that they whom God moucth , need 
n Jt take further aduife vpon the bufincs , becaufe they ate led by a better pi inciplc 
then either Reafon or Counfel. And S. Bern4rd rarely and eloquently fayth thus: s. lUr. Or. 
How manie doth the accurfcd wifedome of the world fupplant , and extinguifli F.cct » / 
the fpirit conceaucd in them, which our Lord would hauc vehemently enkindled? ^j|'^^"',^^ ' ' 
Doe nothing.faith it , raftily ; take timcenough to confider of it , looke more dili- ^'^ ' ' ' ' 
gently into the bufines;thcthlng which thoiigoeft about, is(',rcat, and necdcih ^^ji , 
muchdclibcratifi: Try firft, what thou Ihaltbc ablctodociaduifc withihyfricndf, ti,,,.. 
Icaft after thou haft done, thou happen to repent it. This is the wifcdomc of the ., 
world, carthlic,fcnfual, diabolical, an encmic to faluation, a choaker-vp of life, ., 
mother of tepiditic, whichis wont to prouoke God to vomit. It fayth : looke to . 
ihyfclf. And wherefore? what needcs there anieconfultation, fcing tijou niakcft ,. 
no doubt but the word comes from God ? The Angel of Great Cuunicl calletli, ., 
what doll thou waytc for the counfcli of others ? who is more faithful, who more .. 
wile then he ? Lcade me, o Lord, and 1 Ihal be led ; be thou more ft tong , and otier- .. 
come. I know what thofethings are which ou^j;lu to bcdone quickly. I am faucd ,. 
from the mouth of the pit of hcl ; and flial 1 fccke refpit , and hold back,and delay .. 
tobe"onc,ifpcfhapsfomethin(^ maybecffcae linthemcanetime> I diJhidchic .. 
in mvbofomc , and hauing burnt my fide , and my veric bo well lying na^td , tnd „ 
the corruption vnnnrn^do,vne, Iball ftan/idchbcfaiing. whether I Ihal twtkt, \, 
whether lihallhakc It off, r»hetbcrinulcaft it fvom mc? A great mailer in veric ,. 
deed it offered mc , fo muca therefore the more willingly , and the more fpccdil / .. 
is it to be admitted of , and embraced with open atmes, with fci lion; and toy . Ltr .. 
hi.nprouchimfelf, thit confideth in hiiowneftrcngth; for the ftrengthof Co.! ,. 
i» already fufficicntly proucd. Let him aduife wiih hii friends, that hathiK)^t rea<j; .. 
nttnemus ofm^n, arehttdomeftiiMs, Why do.h i.c , that obcyeih lu.t tU Gh.dj J, ;/.,. i» 
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vfc tlJcOiiolpcl (o often ) For there certainly we tcadc , that to one ibat 
promifcd to follow our Lord , but dclircd fiiit to burichis dead faiiicrjivvai 
anfvvcrcd by our Lord , that he fliould fujfer the dedJ to bum their dt4d ; an J 
to another that asked only, that he might bid them farcvvc), that were at home, 
he fayd : Up mdtt pmitinz his hand /# the plough and hef^in^^ bai/^ , ts apt ftr tU 
kingdomt eflteuuen. Al this of ^. Beisard, 

14. Moreouer , the bcticr to brcakc with the dclayes , which the Diuel 
puts in our head , w? Ilial doc wcl to think, firft, that ( as^. r/ztwrf^aduifcih) 
Iciiv^ al ihc treafurcs of wifdomc and knowledge of God arc hidden in Chrift, 
wc olfcr him wrong , when hauing had his counfci , vvc goc afterwards to 
tai:c the aduifc of anic mortal man. Secondly , tliat though ihcrc were no 
rther harmc likclic to bcfal vs , die vcric delaying a bufincs of Co great 
weight , is a great harmc and hindcrancc vnto v$ i for it bereaucih vs of the 
vTcand benefit of fo manic good things as are in Kcligion; a lode which cao 
ncuet be repnyred ; for , fo manic daycs , yea fo manic how res , as this dc- 
muriing taketh vp , fo muchgaynes and profit doth it take from vsibccaufe 
in Religion no day , no howce pallcih wiihout cxccflTiue gayncs. Thirdly, we 
tunnc hazird of inconftancie ; and as vvc are al mutable, fraylc, infirmc, 
wc put ourfelucs in danger of ycaUling in the mcanc time , either to the in»- 
pouunatc follicitations of tlic Diuel , or the flattering Ihewes of the world, 
or to our owne flcOi , that ftil repineth and labourcth to flip the colJar. A 
fliip out of the harbour , is alwayes in danger , and ought to dcfirc nothing 
more, thcnfpccdily to put into the hauen, 

15. How fpcedily doe vvedclire , that al other bufinefTcs Hioijid bcdifpatchcd, 
cucn thofc rh.it are of gieatelt weight and confequencc., though they bring 
a heauic obli'^ation vpon vs for tcatmc of life } Who doth admit of fo manic 
del.iyei , if he pictcnd for a Bifhoprick or other promotion , or if he be to 
inarrie ? and yet who kiiowes not , what a heauic bur^lcn the one is , an4 
how ful the other is of troubles and inconuenicnces ? In Religion we lyc 
ourfelucs to God , and know that his nature is gentle , affable , louing , li- 
beral in his guifts , patient in bearing our imperfections. When we manic, 
wc tye outfclucs to a woman j a woman , I fay , of as fraylc a nature ac lead 
as ourfelucs , in fexc inferiour , moft commonly inclinable to manic vices, to 
anger » pride , hcad-longncs , pratling , and fome yet greater j and ins a 
wonder if wc light not vpon fuch a one. The yoak of Religion hath been 
long tryed before by as manic as arc, or cuer were Religious. What ihercforc 
Ihaf we need to fcare paflTmg at fuch a foard , where fuch an infinit corn- 
panic haue palfed before vs with bappic fucccflc ? ,1 1 u 

i6. And finally , wc muft remember , how death continually hangeth 
ouerour head, and the manic chances that may bring vs vntimcly vnto iti ot 
which S.^u?u(ltH fpcakeththus : Who hath promifcd thee to morrow ? Where 
thou rcadeft , that if thou reforme thyfelf , thouflialt haue pardon ; reade me. 
if thou canft , how long thou flialt Hue. Therefore thou knoweft "o^ • '^°^;[ 
long it wil be. Reforme thyfelf , and be alwayes reidic. Wherefore diftcrrcit 
thou til to morrow ? And S. Btmard in an Epiftle to certain Noutccs ol hi$, 
commendctii ihem highly . becaufc they were fo forward to put their pur- 
pofc of Religion in execution. The Crofl'c of Cluiik , fay th he , wil not ante 



-rr^^i^r^ipticin youVaVin manic Tonnes of dlftruft . who delaying o 
n. S^rtoVay'^bc conueaed vnto our Lord . taket. away by vnexpeded ., 

^t 'T;:^r:iK?oS whi^^^ they that by the inftina of God are cal- OC. . 
I /^'r of he bovftcrous wiues of this world to theqmct hauen of Religion, but a cloak 

tX ufly rconnde: For what is the drift of this pretence of takmg ^;r^- 
llkl or making fome trial of ourfelucs , but a colour and fl.adovv to cloakc „^^ « 
and hide be fnare^s which the Diuel layes for vs and the fccret loue of the 

voria which we are loath openly to acknowledce to the end we may be 

g n^eauingthat, whichweUe vnwillinglyMvTnch isfcaKc ^ 
danLous a thing i is i for nothing is more cafic , then at laft ncuer to for- 
ffia". which we ar^ fo loath to^part with. And they that doe fo wdhngly 

onrR«L,« a Subdcacon of the Cout. of Rome anJ n,..ke account, .hat 
r»fpe.ke.h to thomfclucs :Why doft thou delay to bring forth the fp,r,t of 
fJua'ion which thou luft fo l.mg agoe concoaued •■ An.ong men nothmg . s. ,.,„„ , 
^ore ccr'tain then death . nothing more vn«"»"Y'h'"'^ ''<!«" °fj'^; ^ -'• 
fori, nil come like a thccf in the night. Woe to them that flial be great vti 

id tlutdny. If it come vpon them, and pt.uen.th.swholefome child- •• 
b r h a « • i wil break throngU .he houfe . and ex.ingu.n. the hol.e yong " 
te.'Fo whenthey (lul fay . Vuc, .niju«ni. . then "JJ-, -l"'^^ ^^^'^ : 
VDonthem asthenavnesof a child-beating woman, and they (lu notcfcape. 
O^l^lSmakelfal e. get away-,depart.Tet.hyfouledye.hedea.hof the tuft. - 
rhatthy l«tr.hin.s alfom.y be like to theirs . fc.W ,r«,.«. .» >l>,^„ .feu, .. 

Howcaoft thouliue. whete thou dated not dye > And agame the li""/-"''; •■ 
"Jwri. ng to another, that had asked .. yeare's refpu to make an end of h s „ 
ftudies . fpeaketh thus vnto him : I befeech thee . lay thy hand vp'-n thy h '. - 
and reflea that the terme of ,hy yeare .which .o "« .m«r|e of God hou h^ift « 
.akcn rcfpit in . is not a yeareplcafing to God. nor to pleafe him m , but a lower ., 
of difcord afreder of anger .and anouriflwrof Apo/iaf.e . a yeare to extmgu.n .. 
JpirMo (hutout grace, fo bring thee into that luke-warmncs, wh.ch ., won. ,. 
to prouokc God to vomit. 
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Oja tcm'^tittion tlftug from our 'Tarents 
and Kindred, 
CHAP, XXXI V. 

EHO LD an other engine which the Diiiel makes vfc of 
againfl a Religious vocation , grounded in the tendei affc^ion 
svluch cuericonc beares naturally towards his kindred, which 
•!■. Jlifromt fitly tcarmcth the f{jmme , or a watlick inftrunicnuo 
batter downc Tieiie and dcuotion , for it hith two parts , as it were 
t WQ hot ncs, wherewith it endcauoureth to fliakc and bcate downc this r.impircof 
Saluation.Thconeis thenaturallouc which they of whom v\c arc borne and 
tlicy that aic borne with vs of the fame vStoc k, doc cl^ymc as it were by lighr.Thc 
other CDinprelicndcthahhcwayeswhicli Kindred is wonttovrc,toiurijeamaii'j 
rcfolmi nhoinfohollc apurpofc , by praying, by entreating , by teases, by ar- 
gument , by Jayin;^ load vpon reafons concernini^ ihciv houfe, and ftimiiie,and 
iwcniic fuch otijcr dcuifcs. 

I. Ai;ainll this futtle and withal vehement and ftrong temptation of the Enc- 
inic ( for botli concuric in tliis , which is fcldome fcen in others ) it bchotierh vs to 
be armed , and fnd to be throughly roircllcd , and to hold it as an infallible Ma- 
ximc, that vvlcn once we arc afTurcd , that rt is the wil ofGod chateallcthvsto 
Religion , what way focuer wc come ro be aflnred of it , whatfoeucr aficrwwJs 
ortcisitfclfvntovsti)diucrtvs,ordraw vs from that vocation , cannot cotnc but 
fromthc Diucl.W hctcforc whatfoeucr our parents, friends, or kiosfolk.oranic 
bodice's ( for it is al one who flicy be ) fay or doc in this kind, wc muft ginethem 
the hearing , and mak c account of al, as coming out of his fiiop , that laycth waytc 
for al i but as a cujiniiigeheef, i? there moft watchful and diligent , where the 
It lb. 1. 1€. boo;ie is greater , and ofwhom I'c is written : flii food isrieeltff. For oftimcs whom 
he hath not been able by Jhimfclf to conquer, he hath conqncicdby thefekir.dof 
fmootheriuQruments, as making their way more ca/ily into our brcafts. And it 
is an ancient deuifeofthcDiuel.vvhichfd too wcl out with him in our firft father 
^<y4m. For what importeth it ( asS". ^uiu(}w fpeakethtothisvericpoint) whether 
in a wife, or in a mother, fo that £«< be fljc that we muft beware-ofineucriewo- 
njan?For this llnddo w of pictie comes from the leaues of thattrec, with u hich our 
forefathers did fit ft couer their nakednesout of a moft damnable pictie. Cliniicuf 
therefore is in the tu;ht, when he fiyth : It is better to contriftatcour parents, then 
tocontriftateour v^auiourlesv s He created vs, he redeemed vsi they by their 
loue haue often been the dcftru(5lionof thtirbcloiied. ThcloucofGod, and the 
holicdiiireofhim .extinguillieth in a foule the carnal loue of parents :but he that 
imanincththatboh (hcfe loues can be ftiut-vp togeatherinone hart , dcceaucth 
iuinfclf. Lctn t the teares of thy kindred mouc thee, Icaft thou bring vpon thyfelf 
euerlaftini; tcarcs , while thy parents and kinsfolk compalTc thee round like 
bees , or lat! o like wafpes , weeping and lamenting, that fo thou niayftoucr- 
comcr.ricfuiili i;iicr. Thus fay th (/;w4fw. 

5. Yet bcciufc tl.ey , that arc ignorant and volcarncd , pleadc in this cflfc 
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die law of Nature , and the commandment of God , willing vs to iionour 
out parents , let vs fee , what force this tlicir argument hath. And fit ft , wc 
muft fuppofc as a principle of Diuiniiic , in which al agree, that in this kind 
of bufmcs \\t owe no obedience at al to our Parents i and Oiuincs j^iuc p**'" '*^ 
three reafons of it. The firft wc may take out of y. TLewds , where he fayiii, to'l,"' 
in that which belongs to the nature of the bodic , al men are equal among < 'cvcj i« 
ihemfclues ; a feruant is not inferiour to his maiftcr , nor a child to h/i pa- f'"^ f ''«• 
rent, meaning , for example of corporal nccefllties , gcneiaiion , and the ^ ^'' " 
like ; from whence he concludes , that no man can in reafon be conjpelled ^ '^'^ *^''' 
cither to marric , or to hue a fmglc life , for other mens , or iiis ownc fa- 
ther's picafure And jlnftoilt dcduccth the fatne out of the grounds of nature; 
for hauing difpiited at large the obligation which children haue towards ihcir^^y* 
parents , in the end he puiteth this queftiou: whether in al occafioni they £,ii!c. *. 
muft fo Hue in obedience to them , as it can ncuer be iaw-ful for them todc- 
patt from it ? and anfw eieth , tliat they arc not bound in al. For if a child be fick, 
he muft obey the Phyfician rather then his Father, in that which conccrncs his 
health, and in like manner, the General ofihc field,! n that which belongs to the 
lawcs of armes. 

4 If anic bodic allcadge the commandment of the Law»willing v$ to honour xi,;, i,.,„,j 
om Parents i wc anfwer as S, ^ufiu^in did to the Hcrciick ^dAi/ianiim , who contranc 
grew to that heighth of impietic ,that he was not alliamed to (lander the Ghof- to the 
pel , as if it were contraric to the Old Law in this point. For he anfwc-*^""^"'""^*^* 
reth, that we muft both honour our parents , tad yet without anic impictie "s^'^^., 
may contemnc ihcm,to preach the Kingdomc of hcaucn, becaufe we muft(o„r. ^i«- 
honoiirihemin their rank and degree i but when that honour ftands in compc-»»4«i.c. 8, 
tcncic with the loue of God, fpccially if Parents hinder that loue, then we muft 
iKglcdl it and fliakc it < IF. 

5. A fccond reafon is, becaufe the power which parents haue ouer their chil- y, 
dien,bcin;4a participation of the authoritic which God hatli ouer them , from of Vmcius 
tvJom , as the Apoftie fpeaketh , ttl pAttrmnt is dcriued, it is but as the power of i» is of & 
a dcputie or delegate. Wherefore if God commandone thing, and a Parent an ♦^'^P"'^' 
other, who can make anie queftico,but the power and iurifdi(flion of a parent ^/'''•5'^' 
ceafeth, becaufe it is cotitrsrie to the wil of him that gaue that power ? For it 
is as if a Kingftiould place aSccward of his houfe-hold , or a Gouernour in a 
towne, and that Ofhcerfttould command one thini; ,and the King ti e con- 
traric, by obeying the King's Ofliccr,af)iaii ftioulil be a rebel anddifloyal to 
the Kiug. Vpon which groi>nd S, BirHMtd in the Epiftle which he put his 
hand to, for one HtlUs a MonJc of his Mcnafteric, to iiis parents , fayth thus: 
The onlic caufc , why it may not be lawful to obey our parents , is C$^^^\. For 5 ftmtri 
hefayth : Wholoueth father or mother more then me, is notworthicofmc. h^ m. 
Cut if ai good and vcrtuou* parcmts you lo«e me, if you carric towards your., 
fonoe a fwthful pictie, vvbtf of ore doe youdifquitt me, when I fcekc to pleafe '*'•" >0'J7' 
the Father of al. whuisGud? why doe fou labour to with-draw nic fr.)m the" 
fcruicc of him , whom to fcruc, is to raigne ? Truly now 1 knov/ that the enc- «• 
nvet of man are his doinefticals. In this I ought not to obey you \ iii this I ^*»>oJ* 
acknowledge you not to be ttiy parents, but my cnwmies. 
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6 A third rcafon is . bccatifc if wc caft our accounts ri,>ht , and fuinme-vp 
rHon of al duties and the heads of then , which wc owe to our parents , wc Ihal find. 
GoJ.iiiH jhjj in companfon of God , wc haue rcceaued liilc or noihini; from them, 
litlc which p^^ vyhcras Man is a compound of foulc and bodic , parents haucnohancj 
'^''*'""" .It al in bellowing our foulc vpon vs , which is notwithftanding the bed pm 
of vs , and in a manner al in al. For our foulc is wholy crcaicd by God, and 
neither man nor An:^cl can poOibly come necr the elfc(5king of it, by al the 
power they haue. As for our bodic , if they had the whole framing of it a- 
Jone , yet wc fliould not owe ihcm much more, then if they had bcftowed i 
''armcnc vpon vs , or fome kind of inlhutncnt to workc with , or a velTel 
to hold fomcthiir^ in ; for thcfc arc the feruiccs which the bodic doih Jor 
the foulc , and truly not much more, rather in manic things it hindcreih it, it 
trnublcth it , it dulleth it ; fo that it hath not al that belongs to a perfciX 
inftrumcnt , in the fundions for which a foulc needs it. Wherefore , as I 
fayd , though our parents had been the folc fcamcrs and giuers of our bodic, 
what' were*' it ? But indeed how litlc of the bodic itfelf doc our parents 
giue vs » For if a man lliould fpit vpon the ground, and God fliould 
prcfcntiy of that fpiltlc frame an image or fome other thing , who fliould 
be fayd to be auihour of that image ? God , or he that by chance 
fpct vpon the ground ? For in like manner , God vfcih the vnfafiiioncd 
matter v\hicii fillcs from man , to falliion a bodic out of it : He fra- 
mctli it , he orders it , he makes the finnewes of one part of it , the 
bones the bloud , and the reft of the members , of another : and man 
is fo farrc from *hauing anic hand in it , that he knowcs not how, 
nor whether anic fuch thing be done at al j as wc fee euidently , be- 
caufc oftimes wiien they nioft defirc children , they arc farthcft from 
5. tyfM^. m hauing them. Which S, ^ugufiin cxprcai:th pleafantly in thcfc word*: 
ff' 70. vvhilc men beget , God createth. For if thou createft , tel me what thy wife 
**"'*' „ ftial bring forth ? and why doc 1 fay : icl mc thou ? Jet her tel rac , ibit 

„ knoweth not wh.it (he goeth with. 

Thatwhich 7' Moreouer that litle which parents giuc of their owne , they can- 

chcy nii»c,not abfolutly by right cal it their owne , becaufc they haue it from 

is much Goj . and it is more God's then theirs. Holie hb ftieweth , that he vn- 

dcrftood this very wel to be fo , where he attributeth the framing of 

his whole bodic , and cucrie part of it , Co wholy to God , as if inan 

had no hand in it , but that it was wholy round about , as he fp"- 

kcth , formed by the hand and fiogar of God. Hdfi tbott U9t, fayth he, 

U 10 t ^^'hfd mt l^kt mtlk^, and curdUd mt 4$ chtefe ? with btnet Mttd finnms tb$it 

hdfl ioyntd mt togedther , 4nd thy yifitdticn hath prtferued my fpint. And an 

other Prophet : Tim art m fatkr , and Mraham ^»ew yt not ; as who 

.r t. .* ^o«ld fay : what did Mraham giuc vs , that wc fliould owe him the name 

' '• of a father ? But our Lord and Sauiour himfeJf doth expreflc it in the httelt 

and weighiicft tcarmes : Dte ntt cal /• jturftlats a father y^m tarth j for ont u 

M ' >'*"' F^i/ber , wb it m beanen,. r \ w v 

^ '• 8. And though parcnti were the amhours and giuors of al this, ic 

fcacheih no farther then this natural life , which fcarcc dcferucs iw 

name 
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name «f li'c > a»d if there were no other but ic , were not to be cal- And hm 
led life but death. The grace of God is that which gincth vs true life; h»r ihi^ 
jnd what hand had father or mother in giuing vi_ the grace of God? jl^^^jj;);,'^'' *^ 
Did not fl«r mithtr rather conctaut ys in finnt ^ as the Prophet Dauid com- ^.^ ^,^ * 
pliyncth , men condemned , before wc were borne' ) Which fcing we can 
not deny , he alone is our father , of whom wc haue both our hues \ him 
only we muft thank for it , him only wc muft crbey and hearken vnto, 
a$ to our father. Which is the ground of the aduife which S. Hitrome 
pjucs to I'MftM, a noble Matron, in thcfc words : Thy father wil be forie, 
but Chrift wil be glad. Thy familie wil lament , but the Angels v%il giuc ^" "'^' 
thee the ioy. Let thy father doc what he wil , with his goods. Thou ^^' 
art DOC his , whofe thou art by generation , but whofc ihou art by regene- '' 
lation i his, who redeemed tliee at a dcare rate , with his owne bloud. " 
And ic is not only lawful , but fitting , that cucrie Religious man fay to ' 
bis parents that, which Htlia$ (whom wc mentioned before out of S. Btr- ^ n„nMri 
Bird) fayd to iiis , that were .igainft him : What haue I from you but z;^ ,ij. 
finne and mifcric ? I acknowledge and confclfe , that 1 haue this corruptible «• 
bodic from you , which I carric with me , and this alone •, can you not be „ 
contented, that yourfelues being miferable,you haue brought me a miferable .. 
wretch into this mifcric of the world ? that being fmners, you haue begot mc „ 
in finnea finncr ? that as I was borne in finnc,you haue bred me vp alfo in ^ 
finnc?butenuying mc alfo the mcrcie which 1 hnuc obtayned of him , that „ 
ivil not the death of a finucr , you wil make mc oucr and aboue the fonnc of „ 
hcl and perdition. 

9. If wc turne thcfc things fcrioufly in our mind , we flial caHly maiftcc 
that tendeincs ©faftcdion , which is io natural towards flelh and bloud,vvhen- 
focucrit dial (land bctwixtvs and fo great a good; but much more, if wc duly 
conddcr that rigorous faying of (.ur Sauiour : lie fhailoutih father , cr wither ^ Mat.io.ij. 
vtorifhenmc^ n not W-rthieofwe, Which, if vvcbclecuc S, «:;«4r^/, is tobc vndcr- 
fiood thus, that to louc our kindred more then Chrift.is for our kindred f.ikc not S Utm f>r. 
to fulfil that which Chrift. when he was in flcrti .taught vs both by word and i'> "'^^"'* 
example. Andit is not without great rcafon, that iheinfinitgoodncs of God paf- ( lind jnd 
fcih lo feuereadoome vpon this fault. For we muftima-in.asif there were two ^ ",',,, |';^"," 
that did cal vpon vs both at oncc,Chrirt on the one lidc,our parents on tlic other: j^^^,,^^, jj 
boch of them lay before vs,what they haue dcfeiucd at our h inds , but ti»eir u.ivc», vsli» 
c.iufcis farrc vncqual. That which God hathbeftowed vpon vs , is inhnitly of is tr. he 
greater value, then that which ollr parents haue giucnvs .befidesthatthcy had it "l^' 
of God togiuc vs, and fo it fallcs out to be more truly indeed the guilt ol God. 
Ilnth of ihcm therefore inuite vs : God promifeth hcaucniic things , things of in- 
cflim..blc weight , things tiiat arcmoA allured ; they proffer eai thlie things only, 
uiiich indcedaicof no value, Hciihcrisit in their power togiuc tlieni vs when 
they wil. God, though he fliould promifcvs nothing els but himfclf, is hnnfelf 
bcautie, goodncs, happines,honour,& Worthiifclf,andof hinifclf a large reward 
for al the payncs wc can bcftow. Wherefore, when we tumc our backs to 
God, when wc preferre the wil of an other before his wil , wedoe him infi- 
nit wtonc. And what doomc , what puniiluncnt doth he dtferuc , that is 
■ YYY 4 not 



J^ 



I: 






^«i 



Op THE HAPPIMB8 



S.Gng-?, 
M*r.c.i4. 



not artiamed, that is not afraid to ptcfcrrc a mortal man before God immortaj 
darknci before light , durt and tlhcs before heauen ? A puniflimcnt doubtle* 
then which there is none greater , a puniihmenc moft iuft and moft fuiabl' 
CO the fault committed : Ht u not Wtrthit •f mt. Nothing can fal more heauie 
vpon man then to be reiccted as vnworthic of the companieof his God no db. 
nilhmeni be more iuft,thenthatlie fhould be reiedled , fcing he had fo'htlere! 
rped,as to prefcrrc a creature before his Creatour , fpecially being inuitcd by 
Jiim , and God offering himfclf fo louingly vnto him, ^ 

«.Grr|wV/ iq. Let vs fee therefore , what S. Ortgone prcfcribcth for the care of ihlj fo 
Ii!fif^c"re "' pf^'"^'*^'^' 3" alTcdion , and the cuils , which , according as he dcclarcth 
* rife of ir. There be manic , fayth he , that doc not only not couet other 
mens goods , but forfake alfo whaifcvcucr they pofldlcd in the world 
they contcmnc themfclucs , they feckc not after thc; gloric of this pre-' 
" fcnt life , they keep themfelues off from thefc affeftions , and ircadc vndcr 
*' foot almoft al the profpetitie that fmileth vpon them. And noiwiihftandiiii' 
*' intangled yet in the bond of carnal aflinitic , while they ycald indifcrcciiy 
" to the loue of their kindred , ofiimes they rcturne through aft'c(aion lo 
*• their alliance, to the things which they had oucrcomc eucn wi'h con- 
** tempt of themfclucs. And while they loue their carnal friends more then 
" needs , drawnc to outward things , they become diuidcd from the pa- 
rent of their hart. "What doe thofc therefore but walk in a net, hailing 
been loofcned from this prcfcnt world by the perfcifiion of life which 
they had begun , but intangled againc in it by the inordinate loue 
of cartlilie confanguiniiic ? This is the rcafon , why Truth iifcif faith: 
If anic one come to me , and doc not hate his father, and mothcr.and 
wife , and cliildrcn , and brethren , and fibers , and morcouer his ownc 
Jik , he cannot be my difciple. In which faying when after thc hatred 
of our kindred he infcrreth the hatred of our ownc life , he euidcncly 
ihcv\cth , that we arc commanded to hate our kindred , as we arc to hate 
ourfoiucs ; thtt drawing them to eternal things , and negleding their carnal 
fauour, whenithindrcthvs , wc may learnc to loue them with the ait and 
tcir.per of dircrcrion,as it is fitting , and wholcfonjcly to hate them, to 
the end hatred may icarne fo to rife by loue, that we may more truly loue 
them by haling them. For this caufc it is fayd by Moyfcs : He tbdt shii 
[*j to his fsther *nH /« his mtthn , / /^»«W yon not , and i» hh Lreilrtn , / 
^mntt dCtjHainted ^viih you, 4nd h^ttt not ^nttVfie their children ; rhefe h4ue /i'pl 
thy fptech , and ihj couenant , dnd tbftmtd thy iud*ements. For he couetcch 
to be more familiarly acouainted with God, who for thc loue of piciic 
.dcHres not to know thofc, with whom he was before carnally acquain- 
, led. For thc knowledge of God is to our great prejudice much dimi- 
, niihed , if it be diuidcd by carnal acquaintance. A man muft therefore fcucr 
, himfclf from his kindred and alliance, if he wil be truly vnitcd with thc Father 
, of al i to the end that whom he couragioufly ncglc<5^eth for God , he may loue 
. them (he more folidly , the more he is rnacquainicd with thc folubic affcflion of 
. carnal coniunftion. Althisisoutof S.Gr<j»»rif,andrmjch morero the likcefTc*^, 
concluding in the end,that though this natural affcaion tempts vs and prefTc 
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v7haidIomc;iincs, iiisnocwulillanaing to be- k^ntlowne , and imc way ot" 
vcttuc not CO be fotfakcn loi 1;. Ami lovxprdlcit , buogciha rnmlitiKlc cue 
of holic Scripture of the two Cowcs, whieii drew tho w.iync, in w'uch the 
ArkcofGod was carried home i for ihcy lowed oficnhtitcalncs which wnc »'v'5 6'»* 
lliiu vp at home from chcm , and yci vvcnc on , dccliuimi neither on thc tight 
hand nor on thc left. So, faythhc,it is ncccllaiic, liut they maich , ul.o 
hiuuigput their neck vndcr thc yoak ofthe holic la v , came 1 ow t;.c AtKc " 
ofC^a by internal knowledge, condo.ingthenccelMtits ol tlicir kiuiictl,a»).l " 
v(t not declining ftoin tiic way of v;)iightncs whicluluy liuit hcgunnc. 
' iiAVcmurt needs grant,thatalt!iis is both truly and cxcclUnilywJfpokt 11 bv 
s./rf-cnVj yet becaufc thc temptation is violent and danr/ioiis , a. . wi (rit! at 
iiunitrunnc hazard in it , and fomc alfo fometimcs doc tal Jet \s1c.ik (oimc 
mucq.iiclv admonitions concerning it, not otoiiv ownc, but ot Incii au ho is 
ai haue been both admirablv eloquent , and arc lothisday vcncrabk for iu>an\c 
and authoritie in thc whole Church ol God. J, Hur^y'ne Hi.il be thc lomi.cll.wl.o 
inlusEpdllcio//r/»c;r/o^Mjhaththiswci-luic(..y,og:llcaikcntor .cpioclanu. 
tion wiiich rliy King doth make : //r rh4 n ,iotw.ih wr , /; ./(j^A,/? wr : .,nj U 
t'h.tti^jthneth, tot with me .fcMteicih. Remember thc d.iy ol t! y iiiiolmcrt, 
wiicnhiricd vviih Chrill in li^juirme.thon tcokclhhy oah in the S.iciauKin, 
tlut thou woni ill not fp.uc iVtlur , nor ni0.1ur,for his unvx, Ikhold ihc " 
tncmie lah«ure:h to kil Chtill i:. thy bicalt. IJchoki the campof tliy aduer- " 
faric lighcih af.cr thc pay which thou rcccaucdlk , when thou wirtptelled. '^ 
Tho.i.'Ji !hy litle nephew hang about rhv neck, though thy moihcruith ^ 
her hajfcloofll- abiv.it her care* ," and teat... g '.er cloath:s , Ihew thee her breads 
at which liie luirfcd thee , thougli thy tatiiet lay himfclf downc vpon thc 
thrcfhold, paffeby them, treading on thy father, with dric eyes, cfcapc to liic 
Aandardof thcCrortc. It is iluoidie kind of pieiic , to be in this cruel. There 
wil come , there \% il come hceraf.cr a day , when thou flialt rctiuncconqueioiM " 
into thy couniric, when thou Ihaltcnrert he heauenliel he inf.lcm. crowned like 
ainan that hath been valiant. 1 know wcl enough with what kind of Icttcu " 
thou wilt fay thou an hindered. I hauc not a bread of iron , nor a hart that is 
liardncd. I a!fo hauc palled by thcfc things. Now thy forlorne fifttt hangth " 
Vi'on ihcc v/ith her tender armcs-, now ihy ho(i>e borne ftnuanis with whom " 
ihou hall been brtd til this day, fay vnto thee : To whom doll thou now Icauc - 
Nstofcruc ? Now ihc that wasthy nurfe,Ioaden with vearts , and iliy lollcrfa. " 
ihcr next in natural picric to thy ownc father, crycih; To whom doll ihou Icaiie - 
vs now, weare readic lodyc ^ The loue ofCiuilt, the ftarc of hcl fire doth tafily - 
breake thcfc irons. But the Scripiurconthcothcr lidccommandtih v$to obiy " 
ourparcnts P,ut againc whofocncr loiicth them aboue ChiiOltcfah his ownc " 
foulc. My encmic holdcth his fword ac me to kil mc, and ihal 1 think cf n)v mo »• 
thcrsteares^ Shal I foifakc thc warre-fm- of Chritt for my fa. her , whom for " 
Chrid I owe not fo much as the burial, which I owe vnto cutrie bodie for - 
Chtia ? ?-r/frbyhislearefulmanncvofadnifing,waiafcandalcoour Lord when M4U6.if^ 
hcwasiofniTcr. :? .f„/anfwercd his Hrcthrcn, thai wiih-hcldh.m fron gongvp ** 
toHierufalcm.\Vhacmakeyecwccping,and(ionblingmyhai(?Forlamrr3dic ^' • '• *' 
not only to be bniMid , but to dye in Hicrufalemlot the name of om Lord 1 . 5 v s 
OiiiuiT, This w^ilikcrammg ol picilc, by; which Faith is Ih.kcn , mull be 
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Mm.h jo. J'^'J'-^ w til the rampirc ot the Ciholj^cl : J hfj't *trcmy mviher^vd mj^tie/hrt^^ 
M w^oj^eiirrdot.'iewil of mi PAihcrwho is irihc4(4fn, \i jJ^cy bclceuc Cluill, let ilicm 
*» be on my Tile , when I im tofi^iJt for Chrill j iJ they bdccuc liHnno[Jcithe 
dead buric thcic dead, hidicioufly fpokcn by s. llterome , and fpccially in ihai he 
concludcih, tluithcythatbclccucinChrill vvil alwaycsbcrcadictofauouianic 
bodic.that it going to the fcruiceof Chtid . andconfcqucnfly they that do not 
only not fauour fuch a bufi.ics, but hinder it, and diuert and itay people by al ihe 
dwifcs they can fro nit, whit followcth, but thai they do not belccuc at al or 
fcarccbeiccuein him? 

1 1, Let vs hcarc, how V. ./tdouUln with no Icffo eloquence , and with equal 

wei^lit of reafon doth prcrfe liis friend Ldtm to the contempt of the world. For 

af cr a Ion » difcoutfc he fay th chu$;Lct not parentsbc angric that our Lordconi- 

niiudeth vs to hate tiicni, fcing; the like is connnanded vs of our ownc lilc^ lot at 

liccrit isco n<nandedofour lifcj'hat vvc haccit without parents, for Chiift fo 

that which the fane our Lord fayth in an otiiet place, of our life, may /idy alfo 

a|»rcc to parents. W'^« loutth^ fayth he, his life^ ih4i Icefe it. For I vvil alfo boldly 

fjy: W.ioloucth his parcnts.ihallccfc thcni.Ucho'd tlicdcfiie of the knowledge 

oftriit'i , and of learning the wilofG'jiin tie liolic Scriptures, hath fcazed 

rhy lutf, :hc officcofpreaclung the Ghofpcl doth draw fhcc. Our Lordbcaicth 

•• vp titr dm n uc to the end \vc iliould watch in the ca(nn y to the end wc Hiould 

•• build a towrc.fro n which we may ouctlookc. and chaic away tliccucniitoflife 

•• cdcilalling The heauenUe trumpet callctiuhj fouldier of Curift into tlie ficldj 

*• ani.hala mother (Ijy him? And whit doch ihe fay , what doth liic allcadgc? 

•> Pcrliaps the ten months, in wliich tiiou didll burden hct woinbi and the paynci 

»» of child birth, and the labour of brintiinj; thee vp. Kil witli cliis wholcloinc 

M word, kil and dcftroy tlic fairc fpccchcs of iliv n.otiicr, that thou mayU find her 

M in life cucrlaftinp,. Kcmembct that tliou hate th»s m hcr,if thou loiufl hcr,ifthou 

<« be ayong fouldier of Cl)rift, if thou had Uydihclonndation of the tower } for 

«« thisisbutacarnAlalfcdion , and foundcth yet oltlic old man. Tl»c fcruiceof 

<« Chriliexiiorteth vs to kil this carnal aff*.'dion in ourfdues and in our kindred: 

<« and yernoi fo, I hat aniebodic ought to be vngrattful towards his parents • and 

*( rcorncth?ben.ti;s,by which he was borne into this life, and bred vp and main- 

«» tayncd, whcnthcy arc reckoned vpvntohim:Lct him ebftrue rather pieticcuf- 

«« rie where. Thcfe take place , where greater things cal vs not avvay.Tnc Cluitch 

«« our Mo: h:r, m mother alfo to our mother. The Church conceaucd vs of C.hr 0; 

c» Ihc was in labour with vs in the bloud of Martyrsihc brought vs foith intocuct- 

«< lading ligiu; Ihc nutfedvs with the tuilkoffaith.anddoili Ihl u)aiutaynevf,pre* 

i« paring* more folid food for vs,indttembU'thco fcethat you wdbcyctcr)ingi ke 

«« littlc-oncs wiUt)ut. tcc;h. This mother fpred throughout the w!'olc world. 

«( is luiicitcd with To ininic fcucral annoyances of crrours, that her children, now 

«f abortiucs, Uicknorto wage cruel warrcagainfthcr. By the rcchlefnes alio and 

«t fla;^^ii]mcs of lo;iic that flic holds in her bofomc nicgrecucsiof.clchci limnci 

4€ gro.v cold m manic pliccs,6t to be Iclfc fit to chctiihh.T little ones. Fi6 whence 

« therefore ihal ihc loo!vC for fucii help as is due and reaftonablcbui fi6 other thil* 

<« drenjronoihcr inJbers of iicc$,ofw'uclj number thou ar onclWilt thouthcrc- 

t« fore tirnc to carnal words, forlaking her luciflTiiics ? dcchnot her complaint 

<i fauni luorc laincutibly in thy carcsjdoih not fliciiicvr ihcc UowcU that ate more 
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dciscbrealTsihaTare hcauenlit? Thus ff t a kcihi.^»'/i'y/iw , ai c n uthnioic to 
thefamceffca, which whofoeucrdtfircthto»c?dc,|ijjyHi din him. 5./»#nM»// 

1 j.Wc wil pifleio J.i?frw<ir</,3s copious and eloriiicnr as ihc former t wo.vj en „»niot)Ui5 
the like fubua. For thus he wriicih toone OnJicrus a famous learned ma.W hai s **in«rd 
dial 1 anfwct thee tothis ?ihat thou leaue thy moihtr ? it feeires to be vnnatuial, 'fft.io^* 
that thou ftay (Ul with her? but n« ithct is this good for her.ihat fl c (liould be rht •* 
dcftruAionofhcrowneronne.Pfrhaps.ihaiihou feme the wotld,&Chrid alfo? ♦« 
l«/«om4c.rfl/erMfiw«»;M;/?rM.Thy mother dirireitharwhichisc6trarieroihinc,«< 
& confcquently to her ownc faluaiion. Choofc thcrclotc which tl ou wilt of the «« 
two either to (land forthc wil ( f one.or for the faluation ol boih.Bor it thou loue <« 
hcrdcarely,forrakchcrrather,lcaftifchouforfakccluilltodayvvi;hhcr,iJjcalfo.. 
pcrilhforihcciothcrvvifcn»eihatbToughtihcclotth,hathdfftiu(dli(tlt at tliy «• 
hands, if flic pcrilh for ihv fake ; doih Ihcnot periilj for thy fake, Ifllc kilium « 
u lii> ihe brought forth? And t h « I fay to condcfcend in fome meafure. &: ro hauc «< 
foinercfpeftro thy carnal ;.flt<ftioi». But it is a faithful fpeecij , and woithitofal .< 
accc| tancc.thai though it be mipious to contcmne thy mother, yet to contcmne ., 
htrfor Chi ill, is an aft of greattll pictic For ht thai fayth: rfonttnthyfdthtr^ndti 
wwAff jhealfo fzyd-.W'holoueihfMhfrormotlHrfnoicrUnirc.ii notiyoithie of m. «c.. 
And thus much out of the ancient F-ithcrs. 

14. Bur noeKhortationcat^beofmore force, normoreworihicro be hcark- 

ncd vnto,t hen the cjtaple of oiir Sauiour Chi id , who though he 1 ad fo wort hie a ^ ,^ 'L'"?" 
niothcr,wouldnotwithlliding;rcmaynct*^reedayes without htt u Wttrvj^Uw, j^uioui. 
to execute that n h ch was his Fathci's. This wasaprean.blefoihat which after- 
ward he did m cMtr yi-.nes when he left to t' wel and coi.uci f( with her, that he 
might wholv giue hiiv.fcdto tl^e dt king <ifn>tn$.faluation •, whcrin when once 
he was employed, and word was bToup.ht.him,that his mother was wiihout, ex ^^^^^ ,^ 
peait)g,hc anfwcred:V\ hich is mymf,iher,Mndvrhoaremy hrefhrfn)V\n»\\y, w hicli u^^'ioi 
is mod confidtrable of al the red, he chofe to fufFcr deat h b( fore hrr fncr, f o reach 
vsby al thclc pallages of hislirc,th3t we mud not for u'\Ut toour cari^al kin- 
dred, forgo tie dudic of venue and pcifcdlion, 

15. Andhow forcible this his cxamjlcought to be with al,hathbeen partlni- 
hrly dcciaicd vmo vs. by that which hapncd to one ^Ihtrtui, a yong man hori.c 
inr eri/Mn/f.ofnoblecxtra^ion, for he was roiu.cto tl-c Ccimi ol F.tU^tnlur^ ^ 
alh cd to iiic King of fr./»»cf ;and heir gfcnt vn-ohim, tobi biouchcvpat '/'.»■// 
with the fonnes of that King, hcchofc rathct 4jc hcauci. lie watrctaicandcaMfed 
h fufclfiohcintollcdintothc Order oJj./5owi;</i<-,whicli was then in a mar ncc 
r.rwly bigun,aboutthcyeare« f our Lord One thoufatd two htuulred & thiriic. 
Whciuhisnewcswasbioughttohisfather, though he were now an ancient 
111.1i., he could not coi taync hiu>ftlf,but came indantly pod to Tans with a great 
retinue, 6c vfcd al the endcauours and al 1 lie art he could.io li ake ( his rcfolution 
of his fount (for he was his oiilic fonnc ) but al invayne.the lout of God hauing 
hardned the hart of t In yong tiian agaii d al car nal !oue,ar.d al . h( f ay re promifcs 
andalluteincnts his father could inutni.But' cci was t^ot ancnt'i fot he had yet a 
ilrongercon.bat with one rheotioricl- a coftn Getman of his , who prarced with 
gfcet vjvjn this accident, vddalmeanesptfTiblc to weaken the purpofe of his 
yoiip^cofcn , by teatcs , bv entreaties, by 3ri:umcnt , by puttii'g him in mind 
•fhunioihcijleucand rrccLltUiPghiuiiliai fliC was i.ow ciihtrdtad.rrvpo* 
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iiKpoiiuotdca:hioiloitow.lc na^u.ca iMai ilicy vvtic Ucun^ light biJ^ 
l-iugeof out SauioiK Crucified, his inotlicr Handing on the one fide.and s 1 T 
o;whc other. .Allfirt therefore Hxing his eyes vpontliat piaure, and pointui! 
at jc with his hngar.fpakc thus to 7 heodonc^ iliciwld Coftn, the Sonne of God^ 
when lie faw his mother and his cofcn German, both ofiheni iodtaicvnto hm' 
as you know they werc.pcatccd vvitlulK (vvordof ^;iecf » would not yet coiuc 
dovvnc liom the Crolfc.ihough he could eafily hauc done (o but tohisowucand 
their excclfiuc torment rcnjayncd in it til death. Wherefore, I alfowil ncucr for- 
goc this CrolTc ofa Kchgious hfc to which I haue chnicd , though I (hould fei 
both my mother whom you tcl me of, and yon my Colen gcrmao tofai dasvnc 
JtM I at mv tccte : Kathcr , Colen, come you alfo vpon this Croflc with mc and 
li.jkcoti rhelnarcsandkttctsoi'thisvvorld.uiwhicliyou Ihndintangjcd wi h 
/uc.i ii.tinit dani',ef. Wiiat hapncd > Tms ictuent Ipeqch of the yonj; mail 
Aruck lu deep, that /•//fo^aric^rcfohicd prcfentlvto fotfakc the world', and 
chtrcdnito the fame Order of i. Po/;//«/r^ ,ihc whole cif tic Itanding amazcdat 
it , (() ;n ijch c'lc more, bcoanlc he was wonderfully giuen before to the iiumouts 
of this world, and al kind of vanitic. 

16. That which V, ^ntoniic rclatech in this k ind is nc> leiTe admitablc.In the 
fame citticof /'.jr/wafjmouW^oCitour cntredintothtOtdcr of s. irdmu. Hit 
mo iic; .that was a vetypoorc woman and in n« fmal want , amunq otiur 
j;no Jrili cs V. Inch ihc had done him , had mainiayncd him at his bookt' by the 
Idbom i)t iier iiands. She thcreiore with manic teares, and much cr^ing-our, 
began t o lament her loilc, and the mifcric Uic was brought vnto by the ctittancc 
o' iicrfonncinio Religion, andlluck not to taxci)er (onnc, andal il>cFatbctj 
of tint Order, as people chat dealt vnnaturally , and very vniuiliy with liei. Her 
Tonne being troubled with thcfc her clamours, began to llaggtt in his rdoiii- 
tioniandpiavmg before a Crucifix .and as it were as king leaue tlut lie miglic 
go out a.;jine corelccuchis mother , he faw a$ it were the bloud fpiingingouiof 
our Sauiour's lidc, and withal heard this toyce : / m^iniAyneJ the .tt u ^kdnrr^te 
t'rn th); mo, I, r \ w/m/or^ i/joh mnfl not forJ4l{e rue for ihy mother. Wiicrcwith 
aflonilhcd, and withal Urcngthned, he quite llo|-ped iiiscaics to al the tiurca- 
(mgs and eomj)lamts his mother could cuec aftci make. 
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I'll.erto we hauc do^ic our bcft cndeauour to encourage them that arc 
alUdtoa Religionsconrfcofjife, androput hare inro them to wiiK- 
land the impottiiniiicoftheir kindred. Itremavncth thatwc fav f<T 
' , 'A hrtthv pnrcnisand kujifolkon the other (idc , may be kept oti 



npottuaitiv. Fot fo, as ia a b.accailc , die one armic being 
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wcakened,andtheothec teujtorced, i.ic vicioiie wn be the niotc allured. And .j-j^^. f;j,j 
what can anic iHan fay more forcible to keepe them off, then that wittingly, or a^imll 
vnwittinglytliey fight in vctiedecdagainUGodhimfeHi a warrcboth impious, Coil. 
and that which mult needs tollow, fatal tothcmfehiei il or wifluMit aldtAjL*. to 
intpu ;netliecoin)relof God,todcltroy that which he doth build, 10 hatter tlac 
abioad which he doth gather, tocutoffihc foulaierswlnch hedoihnmiter vn- 
derlus Colours , isnothingcU, but to ioync in league with the Dicel, and to 
wagfV-atrc againll God;w.nch, as 1 favd , isboth aner.ormousi HViice, and 
to thcint'ut ate fo bold as to attempt it, infiniily pteiudicul. And ntcotdingly 
GoJ doth vcryolten Ihew , how highly he is difpleafcd wiih tl.is (ini.e, by 
Arangc and mof^ cuident pmiilitmcnis. 

z. /'ofl/M;//<5 bondduie to a cruel barbarous maifter- as v. cyenric nf Tours ic- 
Countcth,infljmed w iih the lone of God, fled into a Moiallerie. I lis muiller re- /nd .ir< fc- 
demanded ium with wondeifulimportnnitie,^ l.c could not be dcnyed,becau- u^'^'y l«- 
fc hccha!le,;cd that winch w as his ownc,but fuddcnlv he wns (Iruckcn blindi "' '"^'l.^ 
andacknow ledging the hand of God m it , was marneloully foiietor his fault, j, t,,., 
an I eafily gaue his confcnt, that though the man was hisll.tue,hc mi-jhr ren)ainc Vom.c.^. 
where he was in the fernicc of God; yet notwithllandirig rcccaucd not his figlit 
againc, til ro'>fl.inu< Ind l.^yd his hands vpon him , that the canfc of his blindnes 
nnght be the more appan nt: And yet, as I fayd. the man required but that which ^- ^^ "*' *" 
wasiuft andieafonablc. lor as i. yiom.rjand Diuincs agree , a flauc cannot be **'',; ' 
taken fiom Ins fermcewitliout his Mailler'sconfent j yea though he make his 
profeffion in Religion, it •$ voyd and of nolorce.howfoeuer inuiolable that bond 
of vow is in other cafes, if therefore God were fomucli offended, lor thercde- 
manding ofa flauc, and f hewed his anger by fo greeuous a pnnifhmcnt ,hanf we 
not rcaloii to think he wilbc much more offended , if a man hinclci l.;s kitifmani 
or his brotlur, or a father his owne chdd from Religion, haumg , for as much a 
conccrnes this point, no power at al oner hini ? 

l-S, ./intbroje^ (o woithiean anihour , relatcth ofayong Gentlcwonnn { that (j ^^i^ / ,, 
was then yet lining when he wrote therclat'on)noble,as Ik (ayth,inilK world, d$yo\i». 
but much more noble in God, that flying to the Altar , out olrhcdtfin ll.e had to 
line a Religious life, her kindred weremuch againfl it, anil pu (led her to the c<^*- 
traric, offering heragreat n)aiti3gc, and promiling moinitaiius of uealth ai d 
worldlie commoditicj; but fhc remavncd conllant and vnmcut ; ble. Wl.crn| ou 
one ofthem more bold them the reft, fpakerullly vnto her in this manner W/-*. : 
ijthyj.rther'XVtre noVplimn^^ (fof) that* thtrf^hetVoHld Jujf, > tlec to line yh-maru'tih 
I'nhiti'i , fayth Ihe, he th( referee/ yr{i,fh>ti hcmi^ht nothirdfrwe. And not long 31- 
ter, this man dvcd, and cucrie one was fo fully pctfwadcd, il..4t Ik was taken 
awayfor this his importunitie.that the reft fcarmg wliar mi|;'if hap; en to ihcni- 
feluc$,begantofaithcrher inhcr requeft , though hcfoic tiny had laboured fo 
much againfl it. 

4.Uiit thai \vhicli.'^.f'/V>fl»Mfrecountcrhinhisnpifllero /.c/.f.fs yet more ter- 
rible-, and ihefcatc his vrrie words : pydttxni'd , inher tJinrar.oble Mjtrc.n.bv ,,) !'^*^'' ' 
commandmenr of hei hi fband //^w.r/;/^, who wasvnck 1 y il i lathii'i fide ti- ., 
the Virgin F.uflochium ,clianged herapparel.aid wcaiing,an('. kembcd after the ,, 
fafhu>nofthe world her hflyrc,wi)ichfle hadnegltfted, couiirgto oucrcoujc « 
boihthprcfoluiionofiheVirgin, and the defile of the mother. Ai.d behold the „ 
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^ ra.nc night flic fees in her fltcp an Angel,chat came vnto l.cr , thrcamina wirl, • 
,. terrible vo) cc to punilli her, and breaking forth into tlicfc words : W/ti7t\ 
..(oboldastoprcfmcthccommand.ncntoVthy huOjand before ciuia > H °" 
.cdurft thou handlcthc head ofthcvirginofGod with ihv racrilcgious i"nd^ 
.t which cucn now flialvvjihcr. that rhustotmcnicd thou iiViy It feck what tl ' 
.J)all done^audihefiftmoi.th being ended thou (lialt be catiicd to hcl A***} 
ilthouperfcuerinthy wicked fac^ , thou Hiall b: bereaucd boihofthv hu'r 
band and ot thy children. Al this in order, as it was told l;ei , was fulfilled 

and fpcedic dcatl. I,^,>ed and fcaled the late repentance of the n..(crablc vvoman 
Sodoth ChiiU icucn^;c the profahers of his itinple i (b duJi he defend hii 
icwcisand precious oma.nents. This is the relation ol s. i/.^rpw^. 

5. And we mj;lit bring manic hke examples of later yeaics j but wliac 
can we bring .note fubllaniial too.ir purpofc then this which wehaue favd or 
out ot a niorclublhiitial auiliour ? \^ hercfurc it cannot be denied but tl i, 
kind o^ finnc hath been alwaycsaln.oll rcuenged by God with prcfent and 
grccuouspunillnnents. Sotiiat wc lee the faying of the Ai^oille fulfilled alio 
"J this ://.<«/. 0,;. >„/.„^ ,l,( jnufU of Go.l , Ood WU defhoy him. For if 
tins be true of a temple of aonc, dedicated to his Diuinc Maicflic, hovvniurl, 
more true wilitbcinadcuouSoule. which is a Temple farre n.orc holie and 
morcdcr.rc to God > Wherefore if parents be fo eager vpon this bufines 
becaufe they louc the.r children . and ihi.k it hard ta want ihem Td 
mull conddcrthat thcycann. t doctheir children , whomthey louefodcetlv 
more harmc m anic thing . and confequently that it is not loue but hatred- 
and If they doe u for t..ci.ovMic comfort and folace in this life, thev hauc iulk 
caufe to fcare . hrrt le.U ih. y oHl nd God . and feccndiy leaU they lavJc of th 
con.f.>rf and benefit which they fc(kc. «>.icortnac 

., 6. An.! wcllul not greatly wonder , that God doth fofcuerely puuilh tlii, 
of off^-nce ,u wcconfider thcgrceuoufnes of it , which s. ^AnfeU laveth open 
.ohV;:r ;;,;;^7^'^'7"^"f'^'^Epimesinthc(ewords : 11 he that feparate.li the pre- 
reo,,'/f..^''^^'^^'7''^^-»^»f^.^l^,^;'5.aloulefromthe world,bea.themouthofG 

5 ..J,: ,p. 'K world , what Ihal he bt ? Shal not that fal vpon him: which out Lord fayth; 

degrresomahce this one l.nne comayneth. The fnll degree of malice atjainft 
. our nc.ghoour , layrh he , is to negUd the bcalt o. caitle of ou. enenuc , if tluy 
cliaiKctolUay. CM fal into the mire j and this catvlcfnes was forbidden by tic 
law or 1.0U. Thc(ccond,not to rciecuc our ciuinies themfclnes. ifihevbc 
m vvi.r. Ti.c third, to coniemne our neighbour , if i c br a llranger. The 
fourth locomemnc thofc thatarcofour accjuaintance. T^jc hit . to negleft 
';ot(hebo.,,csonly,butiheroulesofour Brethren that a.c perill.inji Tl^c 
.ut. to ncv,...W children that arc in diUfc^ 

oiT r r!!'^:!'r'i f \"^' '° 8<^' ?''^"'^" ^^"'■* i'- Thccight, to.hinder tl c-n that 

Otter thanieiucs fohelpihem. The ninth, 101 only ,0 hinder tl em. but vohm- 
Cir.iytoopporiihc.rfaluation. BehoKlte what hei^ he of malice and cruchie in 
iCTw \''a **l\"'°" ' '^''« prepnaerous louc of parents doth btingrl-em, 
uiai t lun kmg to doc ihcij chiiOtcu a plcafure,chcy bccuoic paf ficidcs,and tfiiut 
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fo uiucii c!ie more barbarous murihcr vpon thcin, as the life of ihe foul* is better 
chcn the life o! (he bodie.Againft which crucltie S, ^frrtWdothdeferuedly cx- 
claiinc in this manncr:0 hai d- halted father, 6 cracl mother ,6 batbatours & im 
pious par-'rs.yea nor parents but peieptoric man- killers, whofeforrowesarethc 
fafeiieof theirchildienj whofccomfort , thcirdcflru6io/ 1 \\ l.o had rather I «• 
flioulil pcrilh wi;h ihan.then raignc without them.6 Hrangc abulc ! The houfc ** 
i5onfirr,t'ne flam^- fingcth my backhand when I am flying,! am ioi bidden to go «i 
outjwhcn I am efcaping aw3\ ,« hey petfwade mc to returnc.And thev pet fwadc •< 
me that remayne in the fire, and out of obQinate madnes.and mad abit inacie,wil « 
not fljunne the danger. Ofuric 1 fyc vpon it.lfyou flight ) our owne death, why <« 
doyoudeficc mine?lf, I fav, ) oucarcnot for your Ov% nc faluation , what auay- •« 
Icth it you to perfccutc mine* why do not you rather follow me ihat am fl\ ing, •< 
thatyoumay not burne ? doth iteafeyour paync,if you kilmc with vou ? antl «^ 
is this your onlie fcare, leaH you pcrifli alone What comfort can he that burneth, «< 
afford them that butnc? Wiiat ooml'ort,! fay, is it tothc damned, to hauc fellowes «< 
of ihcit damnation? or what remedicisit fotthcm thatdie, tofeeothcrsdyinp <» 

7. Parents thettfore,toiheend that by oppofing the wholefomc counfels of il,<- cifi. 
th ir children, they may not fal inro thcfc mifchiefes which s. Pern.ixl layeth v'cnfthf 
before vs (and that which I f..y of patents, al friends, and kinifolk, and al r-c'icrs ,7*"^^*^' °^ 
tiktiiltakeasfpokentotheoifelues) Ut them duly weigh thefe confiderarions 
andarmethemlelucs with them, asalfoby the hcroical examples of fuch as hauc 
rot only couragioufl) borne die loflTc of ihcit children , but reioyced in ic lor the 
JoueofGod. Let them fct before their eyes firft that noble mother «)f the Mac- 
chabtcs, which in one how re lolt not one or two, but fcauen fonncsjand did noc 
leefe (hem fons they Hil remayncdaliue,thoughfeparatedffomhcr , as in Reli- 
gion, but faw them tornc in peeccs before her eyes , and taken from her bv moft 
baibarourstotments. And yet what faydOic, what manner o! ex'untation did 
flic vfcvnto them? j/;feA/;(»nrf<^ri/rrif one of thrm , as the Scripture fpeakeih, 
floufely , in her con Hire) •Idti^u.i^e , fiUeJ vciih wifrrlowe^anJ inftillin^ tn.mlie c$Mr,i0e 
t9 her yifnm mish thought , f^yd '\nto them • / t{noW not how;) ou .ijf>e,ireJin my tVemo, 
and as followeth .alful of i^oblcaducrtifcDicnts. 

8. s,FeHcit4i in the New Tellamcnt patterned her vertue-.andas S.Gre^yrie dif- s.Fttih^. 
courfeth.hauing as manic fonnes as the ot\icr,sheiiii/ir^re m le.ntt them hehindher 5. C tg. 
infieshf 4* much 4* cdrnA f.irems *rt "Wont tofe^re^ L aji by death they should fend them ' "* 

Ifcfore them. And the no. her of A/f//f/;9wmjy be ranked wiih them ; for he beinj; x"' ",^ „. 
one of the fouicie Matty ts, and the yongeft among the, in the prime ol his youth, ,i,ri ,,{' 
fliefein^l.imlve wi h his thighs broken inpeeceiand yctaliuc.exhoited himro s u. ,«Ui« 
C6aicicj& moreoner when the reft were carted away, (lie tooke him vp vp6 hi r J '•••A' >'• 
fl)oulders,8d following the carr, put him with hiscSpanions whcnhc wasdeaJ. ' "*"" "' 

9.Whaclhall fay of ^tr, U.whodidnot.asthcfe women^othinder tiie put- ^ 

ting todeaih of his fonne by the handof another,but vjon the commandmt nt of ^^ ^^ 
Goddidnorilick\vi(hhisownehand$toputhi$fonnctodeath,and the fonne 
which was al the hope he had o( poneriiic?Thii is arefolution which bcfccmes a 
faithful inan.fpecially a Chriftun.This iiconftancie required in the Gliofpel , ro 
delire rather that our children obc y God then ourfclucs ; not , as we fee rou il c 
falhion is , to diucrt them, and by al thccral'tanddcuifcs pofTblcio peruerc 
thctp , when they ate going , not to death , but to life , and to a farre more 
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Plcafamlifc, andiotijinkthc) haucdoncap.rcatcxployt . if by what muncs 
focucrtlicy can.thcy oucrthrowamai/s rtloluiion^ihai is *<piiii.gioRclimoui 
pcrrt<^iioi). ° 

10. v/^iw.f Mother 10 j^wMf/clidnot fo, bur after manic ycarcs of (Icriliticlia- 
uin^rcccaucd a (onnc, offered hini glad and iovlol in the Tcmjlc >v')cnhc uaa 
but ciircc ycarcsoKl. AikI GoJ did not fuffcr hiiiifcif to be ojcrcomc by licnn 
libcrahtie, but for one founc i-aic ha manic, asiiwcrc the inttrcll. money of 
that one vvliich liit had lent him. 

10. /'4/</.rihat hi uoii$Koman Mirron, wisin ihchi;htofthcGhorpclnoi 
. fcriourvntoiier.i ///rr^»/-f doth hi^h y ixtol lier , bttaufc ihtdtfnc whi<.hi..w 
iiiJtolcehercoiiiitjy,vvj?oolyiothccuaiiicnr;^!itrccIicrfonnc, htr daughter 
11 lav.', her grandchild thu had renounced the world, to feme Chiirt, which iii 
|>ait llic obrayocd. Such alio -a as (as we rend) the mother of x. Bon.niemim . for 
Cic vowed hi. n 'oh.- Order of J. Fr^n:is whc.i he was yet but an ii.fai.c, and he 
fullihng that vow oi hrrs, became fo great a man as wc know Ik was. The I kc 
haMnedto.r.^;/f/rnv Hilhop of /-/c/f>'». n very holic man: foi his parents hauu.g 
no c ildren , had made a vow t itt lUiod would fend them a fonne , tl.ty would 
oflci liiiu rothcOiderofthcC4rwr/;/-Fn>;; andthcv had tins ^ ulrfWi but 
when i ,c came to yeares.miHe J bv the hbcrtie and licentioufnes of this world, he 
h id quite other thoughts in his Inad, b.ii chat his mot hcr.bcyond her fex and the 
a»! H'tionsofamoiljer,wonnc him by licrcouiifcl andcarncllcxhortations.todc- 
dicite hiiiiU It ro God in the Ho wrc ol his youth. 

Ji.lmjlkconfjlle there bt but U.\f example! of this nature(men arc fosvcakc 
inrhispoiui; .ctthofethat iie. arc fnHicient to njoucanic man humtr: and parti- 
cularly that which v\ e read o\ s.nnu.,rJi mother, which alfo in reafon oiiRhtto 
weigh the more with vs, becanle ihc was dead, and in hcauen, andcouUi i»ot be 
deceancdmhci i'.>dj;emcnc.It ii recorded therc'.we,tliat when he began to think 
o\ kaunig the world , and laboured wi;hal todr.av as manic ol his bre hrcn and 
kinifolk as he could to the fam.- rc'otution, a yonder brother of his cjlkd 
Andrew, of a ficrie fpirir, as yong fnuKJii rs v(e to be, Ihcwed himlelf wondcifjl 
bad w' jid • n:/il a'rtrcd vpona hcauLnlic Vilion. hecrycd out : Ijcemy wot'fr. 
Vox h ( » •. h smotiier , with a plcalin^ and cheeiful countctiancc, gluing licr 
chiLlju^t .c iovvpon fo nholcfoinca dvlbcration ; and he was not alone that 
fawhcrb ■.: ... A'r'ur^/alUi. Andif ihehadbecn aliucatthat tinjcllic would hauc 
doncno!ti..,t.ii t'^ry write of iicr th;,tliie was fodeuout a woman. that li.i'ti^J 
alwaycspicicntly offvrhercluldrentoGodint 'eCluirth/oiooneasiiK-y weic 
b); DC, an.i i)u)uo|u t icm vp eucr after as if fiic had not bred them for ilic worlJ, 
b It lor Kcii;jon. And vet parents may Icarne bv her , of what opinion they Hal 
be nythis .natter afvcr death, w!'.cnihey Ihal fee pl.iynly btfoic their eves the 
etcTdiue of tJK life to come, and hf»w quickly al thn g{ palic away in this world, 
liow ■v>ith:yi;ienla;mntandbcwavlechcm(clucs, it tiiey h.iue been the caufc 
t!:ua(mnpordau^iiteroft!;eitsha:hfallcn fronj fo great a i;ood inio fo threat 
m (era ? (.• t ihc:n fheieforcdo that now while they are licci, which they would 
ccrtayd. do,'' licwercfurtercd, aiHicwas , ton rr.meliom that lifcto;4iue 
ahJilc 10 !h ir c.il.lren , fincc they muftasccrtainlv belecuctiic things of l.c 
ouici Itc.as- liiey hadfecnihcm with their cycj. 

11. F.aally , ifihcydcfiwthat wc apply Toiiick-ind of cure tothcmfelucs.To 
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ft7cngthcn them on this oppofition of the fldli av;ainl\ihe fpirit, they may con- p^^^^^^ 
fiJtr ihefe few things following j Firrt that when they t)rta one or iwo or n,K.i\,on. 
more ofiheircIiildrcntoGod, in itoih ihcy giue him nothing cf their owi.c, ndci thn 
Inn make rcaitutionvnto him of that which was his btforc. For as wcaduifeu tj'c" <-h'l- 
ciuldicn before, to the end loouercomc the natural louc to their parents , to ^'^'."(^'Jj., 
ilnnk with themfclues. how fmal a thing it is which they rcceauc fiomihcm, ,^j ,^,„„. 
lo.tothe end thatpirenis alio be not oucrcomc with too much aflPcdion 
towards their children , and that they may wu h mote cafe and more cheerfully 
otfei them to God, it behooueth them loremember, that t'.iey ire not theirs,biit 
GoJ's.in a miner ahiioft.t^sa. I image of lV>ne,or wood, is not the graumg. iron's, 
nor a pidure, thepenci/s, but boihthc artificer's. So that when God rcdeman- 
dethtliem, hcvfethhis ownc tight , and challcngeth tut hi» ou ne •, and 
iJiofoeuei wil reiayne iluin , icuynetli an other'sgoods . which is a kmd 
oft'K.fc.or rather Sactiled^e,bccaure that which he takes,;^ f.om God. I or ili. t ^^ ^"/^-^^ 
which S\G,(^orie fayih , he takes. :s true •, While vnadniledly we hold them ^'J|^ ^^ ' 
hick, that arl- making hall to tiic leruiceof A'.mighiic God, we aic found lo ^ * 
dcnichMtifoinething, whogrants vsald in;;s. „ 

ij. This is that which ihcmothcr of the Micchabces, whom we fpakc o\ 
not ioig iiucc , liad before her c^es and made open piofirtion of, when (he en- 
courngjd herfef and her children in lliefe words : / Mdn,t ^iuvyuji'uu , jnj x, Muih, 7. 
foulf , ./m////< ', T}or did I hjit to-CMherth( limntes ofenme one oj\yn'< •, Am/ the ( pt*- 
tonr of ihc World, ^'^ojfAmedm.tns mfiuine , ind found ihe (to^inmn? of 4I , 4nd 
tvil 1 1 (fare ymo yon ,v'.iinf.(}>irit,^vUhmfr:'lf, .tn{U{t, rf< nor^^yon nrajffl yourj'l'tfs 
f0r his Uwes. And t!ic fame account al piremsmuU n)ake in ti.ehkeocCitfion. 
Forfothey wilfindihatilicy wil Icefe nothing, by Icdin- thcjr children lor 
theftruiccofGod. For thus they muft reafon with ihemfeluej : Whatdiouidl ^^^^ 
do,ifthisdi.ldofminclhouldbetakcnftommebyricknes,orinihew3rres, or ^,^^j,,, 
by fomeother accident of manie, w'Mch the Hfc of manis dayly fubiea vmo? n.cvdo-.if 
Should I then alfo llormeagainaGod, by whofe appointment al things hap then cluid 
pen ? How much better is it for him and mc, that he liuc in the houfe of God, m ^''""'^ •"^• 
feruiceoffo great a Prince* , r • 1 ai r f 

14. Ifitbctheabfenceof theirchildien that troubles them fo much, that ^j'/.^,'^^"* 
t'uy enioy nrt .hceompaoieof them, whom (hey louc fodeerly , fitll th=s ts too ^^^^'^j ^^^ 
cfFc.ninntcan.lioowoma.iirh a kind of Uie, not tobc able to endure fhtii ab. ,,,.„„ 
fence.when it is fo bent fivial vnto them. Secondly , how manie be . I ere , thai tu.ubic 
vpondiuasoccanonsuciicr he their childien in manie yeaies , ei.hir becanft »hcm. 
they are marci ai.t-vcntnrcis, ot feme fomc whetcinihe wanei, or beare oBicc 
inihc Common wc.tih.and their parents atecor.tent they (hould be from th.m, 
prc'eitmg the ba.clu andcommodliic of tlnir chddicn, bcfmc their pnuaic 

co.nfort ? .,.,,. I • /• I , 

14. Fina)ly/hc admonitions wh-ch 5. loh, (hnfoHom gnies vpon thisfub- They r... 
»aH. ai. worth.c t.. b. cor,f. Icred , that feinj^ i^ople do , and fufict , fo manie d.. '-^P;;^^^^ 
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Eiucsihun 10 Gou •, tot GoUis bcicci able tugoucrnc aiiuoiun Huin ancwil 
buc greater caccoucr them. Wherctorc it" wc make account iliat vylicna Piin, 
cc cakes one ol our children horn vs , and placcih him in foim gtcai t.fticc in the 
kingJoinc , it is a farrc greater aduancemcnt lorhim , ilicn if he had been bred 
aUhcdaycsofhishfcathoinc,andparcn(sordniat)!ydo think ihtmfcluts ho, 
jiouied by it. and arc glad of it i much more when God callcih anic of [IcmtJ 
hislcfuicc ; And confcqucntly parents ought to be very vvillingthat anic (f their 
children may fcruc in lb hcauenlie a fcruicc , not bringing ihcm vp into (he um- 
pie, as ^nni did hcT S^PNuel , but as it were into hcaucn itklf , thcrctobcdcdica.' 
ted tothediume fcruicc with tlit Angels. Foi Religious people way tevpon God 
\vi 1> the Angelsj in which rcfpc(5t alfo their parent's themfclucs hauc greater ho- 
nout and bappines by thcnj, then if ihey liad rcmay ncd iu the world. Thus fayjh 
S. lohn chrifojiome, and is certainly m the light. 

I VFor ii ChriUians hauc that Faith and light in thtm, which their name ma, 
kcs ihc w of,thcy Ihonid not only not be Con ic, bur greatly reioycc both in ilicic 
foiincsbehair, and their ownc, that God doth vouchfafc' to dotlumlogicata 
plcafurc,as to take a child of theirs into his feruicc/cing to fcruc hun.is to raigne. 
For tofcckcnofuithcr , wlietasthcAEgypiians anciently did worfliip a Cro-* 
codilc for t hcu Godjfit had hapncd at anic timc,that anic of their children w« 
dcuoured by a Crocodile, tiicy thought it ahtynou* oftcncc,to llitad lo miitli as 
one tcart lor ni.n, rather they made great figncs of ioy » and were wont to make 
It a I loliday. as it they had rcceaued in it a great benefit. In w hat blindnes there, 
fore is tiut Chriftian, that iijal mournc if a child of his be called to the fcruicc of 
the true and liuing God. being called not to dcath.and fo ujifcrablc a death^bui to 
the happicll and plcafantclk life that can bt> 

16. Wherefore let vsgiuc care to the wholefome and reafonable aduife of S. 
2f./'»/:Scing,r3vthhc. fo great rewards are offered them that follow the wartare 
of Chrift.kt fathers willingly permit their fonnes,and mothers ihcirdauglucri, 
tocosnctohim.andbri. g their children cheerfully themfclucs vnto him, and let 
them leioNCc at the hope of immortal goods, whtrof ihev ilial be partaken 
tov»cather wirlr theii ch.ldrcn , and cndcauour ro hauc them iheir patrons ia 
tlich ;j;iitofGod. Lit Nsukc heed, 1 bcfeccli vou, leart weliuwourfclucs to be 
toollrcigbt hartcd ill this vnfcafonableloueot'out children i and let no: the la- 
bours fni^lit vs. to vn hid) the v feemc to go.but rather reioycc that they thai niectc 
w til rogicacg'oiic Let vs offer to God, that which u e hauc rcceaued of him, 
that wc alfo inav hauc par olthe glorie and commendation olour children.oHc- 
rinj; ouiftlucs ioi;cather with ihcm. For ihiy that proceed in this chccilul 
manner , and pciltucr thus conllamly, may hauc that ol the Pfalmcfit'y faydof 
thcin : Blffid >trfyoH 0^ our Lcxiy -whgm^dt he4t4cn dndforthi and may [uay ai 
{^lo\ (cs : Lord Uejerheir worf{j; l're.(l{f the fy/de of thtm, tfmt h^uerefifUdthcjih 
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/in arrfwer to them that fay , they cannot kporw r^hm 
ft is a true yocation of Cod^ 

Chap. XXXVI. 

^ Here remayncth yet a f|Mcnion and doubr , not vn* 
"^j like to that which we find propounded in the Pfal- 

me : T^i^nie f^iy who Wil shew >J j'ood th'tn^i ? And Vful.^.t, 
wc may anlwer with that which followeih in that 
vcric ria'.mc • The li^ht of thy countttunce , o lord, 
is ftnned ^fon >/. For we flial inccie vvitli fome.that 
while they are b-ceding thcfe wh.olcfomc purpofes 
of a Religious life, pcrfwadc themfclucs that they 

,^^^^^^^^ arc inwardly fo difpofcdin mind rewards God, that 

if they knew certainly hi>;hlcllcd wi\,th:y would readilv foiUnv it •, but they 
pretend , it doih no- clctrly appcarc vnrothcm.what his wil is. And fomc 
indeed fay fo trom ihtir hart, others take it ai a colour 10 (hadow their im- 
pctfeaion; bccaufc in verie truth it goes againft the hayrc with them, td 
brcakc with rhc world , and foifakc rhe pleafures therof. Doth muH be in- 
formed, that ilic calling of God , is not fo fecret and hidden a thing , but 
rather plaync and calic to be vndtillood , whcrof S, Btrrurd is witnes, 
who fayth thus : Moll certainly the conucrfion of foules.is the work ol 
the voice of God, and not of man •, and there needf no great labour to come 
to hearc this voycc;It is rather a labour toftop thy cares that thou ma) ft ^ 
not luare it. For this voice offcrcth it ftlf vnto vs , it prclhih-in vpon vs. ^ 
and ccafeth not to knock at euerie man's doore. For it is not only a voice ^ 
cf venue . but a lay of light . Dicwir.g men their finnes , and togcaihcr ^ 
|ightnin'> ihehiddenthingjof daiknes. 

1. Whith leltimonie of S. Berrurd, isfeconded by plainc and eoidcnt rca- 
fon i bccaufc God calling vs to the intent we (hould come vnto him , hii 
calling were in vaine, vnlctfe he called vs fo, as we might vnderftai.d him. 
For what MaiOer, doth cuer giuc order to hauc a thing done by his feriiant, 
but he dcliucre:h his mind fo, that he may be vndcrftood by him? And ihcy 
that teach ,n fchooles , their bufines being no oihcr but to inftiuft and 
infonm their fclollars , muU not only deliuerfuch things as their fchollars 
may be capable of, but alfo in the manner of their deliuene, they man frame 
themfclucs to their vocc.t and abiiuies,and ifneeJrctiuire.o.ten rcprate the fa- 
mc thint^s oner ntid (.ler .■^;nne.& e,p!icatc that which may fceine (ibfcure vn'o 
ti.em i arid if r h. y pu,r< <"d lu.t m thiui.anner , it is ifault m tiu ,n . wimh fault 
cannot be in Go 1 A.kI . hon J, -hisbe moli certain.yet 1 w.l hcer (a dow. ;< er- 
tain rules and d;re<n,oM„- ' . ^-nay Icade vs toihetruth ot.hibi.fincs w.th.uc 
danger of m.llaking , li li.U 1 ucclare , wliat crtours and dangett -.c tube 

?W^"i:»^'^* Aiaax 5.rhli. 
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J. Firll tiicicl'mc, w.jcia< mc kclmg ot a uun'i u\\ in a courfi. 
wmcli mult iail al the daycs of his life , is one of che greatcft buTincile!* 
vvhici a nui) hatli in this woria» and which nccdcth bcQ aduifc , wc f 
noiwichaanding thacco.n.nonly men carticrheiufcluci more carclcfl/ andnl! 
ghgcmlyinchis, then ill anie other thing j though in anie other buHncs if 
through ncghgencc or ignorance thcn.actcr be n.iilaken . the lollc rcachcth 
no f4rthcr then that paniculartl-.ingi whcrasif wc circ in this , the whni!. 
cmirrc and frame of our hfe muft needs hang awry , this being as iiwe e 
the hingc vpon which it m-iH bcaic. And ycc commonly men arc Co carr! 
Icl eof this point, that they ruin into what coutfc of life focuer comes ne« 
« hand by chance, or fal prefcwtly vpon that which the leaa occafion or 
hope of commodicic prclcnts vnro them. Some carried wiih the lUcamc 
o\ (he world , take the way which fccmcth to leadcmoadi.eai'Molonouc' 
or wealch pcrfvvading ihcmfducs .hit ,that is beft , becaufe 'commonly 
pcoi^ic are fo pcrrvy.idcd 0:has taking example by their parents, and foU 
lojv.ngthc principles which they iidhl into t!iem . take tlic fame courfe 
yvh.ch they hauc done before ihtni . and in that which they arc borne' 
in that th.y contmuc al tlicir life time ^ Which is al the teafon w'licll 
mo( men hauc. why ti.cy apply thcmfclucs . fome to the Law o.hcri 
CO t .c flu he ot Pl.yfick . other, to ferue at Court . or in che warred ." r t" 
CLdhck and nnrchand it j and to be lliort , there is foliile choice nude, 
oradmfc and counfcl taken in this bufines , that it is an vfuai thine 
among al forts of men. to Icapc into that which is next . or which they 
cji<c a phancicto be it what it wil , or which fome chance . or accident 
or other hath caO vpon them. Which ralli and cafual manner of procee- 
ding makes that it is no wonder , to fee molt men rcnct .hcmfcJucs of 
the courle of hte wmch they hme vnderraken . or if they doc not tc 
pent thcmn ucs . yet ihcy fal into infinit errours b. rcafon of it. VVherai 
If they would vndcrftand what rcafon is , firli .vhcn they come to yearci 
of difcietion . or not long .fter . they lliould take leafurc . to bethink them- 
Iclucs, and fcnouny to conhJcr. what is the end of man for which he was 
crcatcd.towt hr ettrnal glorie, and hew this glorie is the thine which 
we .nuU al feeke after; and wheras the feucral comfc, and occupation, of 
t>-s l.tc. arc not only nectllane for the vpholding of this common wealth 
oi the world . but are wayes alfo to that eternal glorie, for which wc are 
made, euer.c one muih.ukc choice and enter vpon that wi , which may 
belt leade h.m to the final end of that eternal U.at.:tude , and may be mofl 
plealing to our fouera.gnc Lord and God . which is the checfelt thine we 
oa;;nttoa_mear,and indeed ihe vpllmt of al. For it ii nor the rart of 

nilT"'' fli ' r *^ 'i''""'^ "" '^ ^'^'^"B vnto him, »• enter vpon what 
PIKC or ofttcc ,n h.s maiftei'shoufc he wil himfelflt but to take tl-.t v hich 
his ma.Uer ordamcth for h.m. And this which encrie man ou; 1 1 to doe 
^IZ 1 ''*""'*'" ?■''" » ^'"^ »" '^''' croHe-wav , as I may fay . at 
Which he then artiucs, if he haue not done it then . and confcqnently haiie 
laucn into fo ne errour in the choice which he made of hi^ courfe of life 
Ur u DC not.Uich a ftate as matti.nonie , or fome other which cannot be 
aucicd,by tealonof thcobligaiioa aancxed vnto it ^ he rauft proceed. at inil 

other 



T; a religiovs statf r.ih ill. r,f>.xxxr/. s7^ 
othcf errours, rather to cotrtdthtm, then tuj^oc iuiihci on m them: 
for it is better to be at fome lofli by going back igaine , and fit downc 
with it , then by Ail going forwards in our former citouis, be fatthci and 
fafriifi fiom remcdvinu ihcm, ^ , i ver 

4: wrcreior. . .othc end wc m.y .. firft fcle out cftrc « i. 00^1" . '-'ff-- 
Of aficnvarJi t»ke il.c tiglu coutfe in alitting it . if amc altcraiion be to f^„^ ^^ 
b. nude in it . fitll we nmll biing oatfclucj to an Indiftcttntie , and lof,,,, „, 
quiet our mind, il.it we bing not mote afiet one thing then af.et another . d,<,of.. 
but defiic meetly <o fulfil li.e wil of God, wl.atfoeuet ,t be lot fo it i> 
the du.ie of a good fetuant co doe , as I fayd before ; and .f he earne n. 
|,i,„felf in this nunnet , he cannot be 0yd to feeke the wil ot God , b.it 
hi. owne. But whofoeue. do,h .hi. . Ihal quickly fee .he heaucn, ci.et of 
.clnndes.and.eceauethe light from God which he d.fi.e.h. And .!,,. 
a tule w-.uch Ct,m.<c.> alfo ptefctibc.h in thefe wotd, ; In fetching ,he 
w.lofGod wemurtneed. diffofe ou.felue. fo . a. al our owne w.K'-i"'- 
Te'fe ^."d Icanc on „ei.hetfiJe»'.o, when i, flial be wholy pu.ged of .1 1'- 
felf-afteftion . then i. wil be fit to t.ceaue the infp.t.tionsof God. ^ 

,. Another tule is . th.t we nmll no. in ,hi. bufinesdcli.e n. eti-ca Re 
uela ions ot Mit.de. , ot anie et.taotdin.tiengne ot token aboue the cou.feV_^, 
of nature ; bec.ufe God haoins- gincn v, by "«"<« »" vndc.ftanding and „,„,,, 
the light ifKeafon. vshch logcatl.et w.h F.i.h and .he Grace ot Go<l <,, R.„c!a- 
do(h futfi :ien.ly (hew v, . w'.i.t is fi.ong lot v. .0 doe (or (alna ion . h.s...... 

p"eafu.c I. . that we make vfe of that light .and by .. he.pc.ke.handm.- 
r.fellethvn ovs. what he wil hauc vs to doe. Where ore they nug hilly 
miftake themfcluVs . who. « hen .I.ey aduife vpon thefe thing, ■ wof h.ue 
an An.el come to .I.e.. Iton. heanen , ot at ieaft tequire tome fi.cl figne of 
the wliof God.as i.iav beahoi-eaihet vntiueftionable. For wc ought not .0 
doe thu. . nor drfire anie thing beyo.-d the ordmarK^ cuftome and rnannct 
of proceeding of God with men. And the manner of rioc.eding of God... 
°har.°,.ugh he aiTift vs wi.h hi, light, i< i. .he h.ht of Faith. no. of dtet 
fi .ht . and confcquen.ly .hc.e temaine.h foinr.hing tl.it .. obku.e in ... And 
",;j.„,..he Fathec'andVoundet of our Order was wont '" 'P'h'"^ f.^'r 
which i. both .rue and p.udenrlv obfetued ly hi.n , and wor.h.e .0 bt ^ ,,.„,.j 
XK..ed that, if we were to askc (ii-.ne, of God . well.oul. ta.het a.ke .hen, f„, ,„ „. 
.nddefire mote euiden. figne. of his wil. .0 rcna.ne in '^« wor d , .(.en.. „„).„.,„ 
!nb,.ee.he Euangehcal CounfeU. For out S.uio..t hin.fcll li.th euidtm.y .he -W 
c ho ted V tf "s^CounfeW, and on .he othet fide l.yd before „ a. eu.- 
dcitly theccefTiae dangers and d.(fi...:.r. which „e in a f.eulat f.-e. 
ami in wc,",. and honour which .he w.rld s lo greedie of ;fo.hat . if wc 
wi oJlu-lc ri.h, . ..uehuions and e.ttao.dina.ie tokens of hi. wd . are 
.0 be required "rathct .or . man .0 vcntut. vpon .hewotld ..her, to enter 

'"'"i! Mt"ouec , a. our fotle hath .wo powe.y.W.I and rnJ.rll^Ji.f, T„ci„<, 
focotunonlv there' be two kind, of voca.ion , ^iZi^^^:!'^'^ 
infl*„ed w .h the loue of a Rel.giou. l.(b. '"''»'."•" jt 'r.'«.o„ 
tow it w.tUQ« ftop or ftay , or making any qu.ft»n?» k , M j5oe.^<>n 
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with exceeding plcafurc in tl.inkiug of ic. The oilier , when our f 7 x 
iiwMnjf is culigbtncd, and thcrin we difcoucr the vanitic and danger, fl 
this world , and ice clccrly on rhc other fide the quiet , the fafcncT h 
vnualuablctrcafurcsofa Kcligioiis life, though perhaps our affection 1 
roincwhat dul, and not fo readic to follow that which reafon ihcwcs 
Tnis fccond mannerof vocJtion, to {'i\' the iiuth , is the better of the tw^'* 
and more generally approiicd by thole that ace wife and experienced In 
thele bufincUcs , then the otiier which confiaes only in a fcrucnt motion of 
our wil ;for being grownded in the light of Reafon and Faith , it i$ icHc 

fubiect to crrour, and more like to laflj and as they alfoobferue. more noble- 
becaufc Rcalonjnd Vndctnandingjs that whctin man differs from a bcaft' 

and exccllei al corporal creatures J Whet as the How nes and bai kwardncs of our* 
\vd inay be holpco diners waycs, and manie moiues andinciteiDents there aic 
to qiiici<cM» it,>f -v z rcflcd vpon ihem,and caft them fcrioufly in our mind. 

7. Uy which alio we may fee, that they are likcwifcinan errour * that 
think they arc mues called of God , vnlcllc they fccic fuch cxtraordinaric 
n)ot:ons towards Religion in their minds , that they burnc with dcfircof 
It, and find ihcmfchics carried towardsit. without anie trouble or dilHcultie. 
For the hi npiil, andeatthlie condition cf our nature, wil not fuflfcr vs to luouni 
fo Jiigh, wuhout labourand difiicultie j and the Diuine wifcdome , is noi 
wont fodellroy. nature, but to help it ; nor tokil our enemies oufright, 
that wc may haue no bodic to fight w''hal , but to giue vs grace and 
ftrcngrii to ouercomc by fighting, becaufc tliis is more beneficial for vs nunic 
waycs, and tnorcwholcfoine, 

8. Agreed therclore, that we muft vfc the difcourfc and iudgcmcnt 
which God hath piucn vs , thereby to find out his wil •, the way and mcanei 
wiuchdirc(ftours of fpirit, tel vs we muft take in it , is this : Fiifl , as 1 fayd. we 
mull lay before VI the end,for winch we were created, which is bgt one , to 
wit»bylouing»nd feruingGod.to come to euclafting happines. .Secondly, 
we muO prcfent to our confidcraiion, al the courfcs of lift which are fi(ting to 
be viuikdvpon, and examine and fearch diligently into cuctie one of thctn, 
what j.elp, what inconucniencc is in it , compared with ilic final end wc aymc 
at , and refolue vpon that,wJiich both in it fcif , and for vs , ^s abfoluily the bcO, 
as they that are to take aiourney , choofe tic cafitlt, the niorull . and the inert 
ComnuKiioui w3yes.Tliiidly,wc miift bcare in mind.ihat moft ceriainly ihcday 
w<} come when wc fljal die , ainl giue a fttuit account to God of al our negotii- 
tionspud confeqoently in reafon wc muft now doe that , wlich then wc would 
wilh wehaddoncjand choofe iliar,\\hich then we would giue anie ihinji we 
had c'.ofcn j For what foll-c were it . in a bulines of fuch w^ igl.t, tOGJif i. our 
ftlacs lo , as wo know wc Ihal repriir it at laft in va) ne? 

o. A third thing, which tbry tljat dciJic to know. .tl«e wil of Co-j , and 
iHi^ ^-nto wliarhecallcth them vnto, niuft vndcrftar.d .is, il.at i^icvii. llnot 
t' i Liocomttotl.eknowledgeofit, infhf niidftof the v:>niiitJ ,ji) iiliHrac- 
iiaii$,a«jJ multipiicnies of biifincs of the world. B')' let il.'in withJcjw 
thcmfcluesa'.itlroutof thatno,yfc,ih« they, may hauc thOt-. .-uu* (wo , and 
hcarc whjlthcii Lotd^ihciiQod, fpcajtcthiothunian'l fii^l*)fal.,il; t})er« kc 
noKcaloiHothcconiraticlct thciii purge thtit foulc by a general coifv^on 
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of ahhiitfinnc«,for that Wil be a great iiclp fortlfc 1 ght of God to coinC 
more freely into them , al cloudes of dirknes being difperfcd. Then let 
them giue themfelucs fomtwhat more then ordinarily to prayer and medita- 
tion, lorayfc their harts froincarihlie.to hcauenlic things , and finally prc- 
fent ihcmfelues before the Throne of Cod, asalchollar befoie his Mailler, . 
pliable , atccntiue , dcfirous o! this iieauenliedodrine. For what wonder is it, if 
wc heate not the voice of God , when our mind and foule is otlierwifc ^Bfrnirrf, 
bufied,and taken vp with the cares, and delights, and lone ot eairhlictliingn/*//. 107. 
buzzing continually in our cares. To wlii(h <ffcd, S. Bernini writeth to " 
OQe 7'li»>n.<s, that was in the like confultation about leaning d e world :0 ** 
dccrely beloued , if thou prepare thy inward eare to the voyce ol God, *' 
fwccter then honie and the honic.combc, fly the cares which :ire without, ** 
that hauing thy inward fcnfes free and vacant, thou alfomayft fay \\\t\\ ** 
Sdwuel : Spealyf , I ord , btcduft thy jtrusnt htareth, Tliis voyce doth not ** 
found in the market place , it is not heard «broad. A priuate counlel, re- ** 
(jnircthpriuate audience ; it wil certainly giueioy to thy hearing, and gladnes ** 
if thou hat ken vnto it wi'ha iudioouseaic. ** 

10. And yet wc ni'iU addc one thing more, to wir, that whofocuer de- An<l »'«- 
fireth this iigiu , muft not only , as s. J)rro4r^ aduifcih , con)e neate to'"'*'" "'" 
God , but come wuh a mind rcfolucd abfolutly to do whaifotucr God fliai ^,[,,^1,^ 
fav vnto h ni. For there be thofe that do not dealc vprightly and finccrch Codilial 
with God , but dcfire of curiofitie, to know his wil , not to pttforme it, tcUk. 
but to know it , and to bethought in fomc fort to hauc done tiieir dutie; 
but they arc fo farre wide from being difchargcd of ti cii duiic by it , as 
they incurie a greater fault , as a fctuant .hat knowcth his maiftcr's wil, 
and doth it not. And moreeucr this verie thing, is a meanes tlut God doth 
not giue them that light which he would , becaufc iic fees , that it wil be 
in vaync 10 giue it them , and to their prejudice \ whicii is iliat which -. 
we teade in the Vf;x\mc : Coed'ynJirp.ifuitn^ to tbtm ih.ti Jo it ; becaufc God ^* 
giues a good vndcrftanding , to rhcm that do, or are rcfolucd to do, that ^ ^ ,^^ 
which they vnderftand , as v. crtjorie notcth in ihtfe words : He that j. ''« /.;,m,! 
wil vndcrltand what he harh heard , let him baften to fulfil by woik,thai 
which hitherto he hath been able toheare. 

10. A fourth thing, which wc muft bcare in mind,and muft needs be a great Amotiof 
fetling and comfort vnto vs , in ti is confuhation , is , that cuciie inlTindt ^" ^^' jjut 
which n»oues a man to a lU-ltgious courfe of life, cannot be , but t.f ilsi |.^ j,i cio«i. 
Holie-Glioft.Thisisapofi ionorv.7/;o>K4i,b(.thin the booke wl'ich he wiot srh* 9^.17 
againft them, that withdrav\ people from Religion, and in tiiclicond part of f 10 i- *-7- 
hisfummcot Diuinirit, where lie f.iyih that hcthac coiiuth to Rclit;ion. cannot ^ ' *'' ^ 
doubt. but iluc he is moucd thetuntol)\ God , vploff n is (as the Propiict (^ea- '*''^'' ' 
kcth)fo Ifjtle into 'l>c richi w.iy , fuppofing he knowts in hiscfilcicnte, Ik h.oth 
no finiftcr end in ir,but comes out of adtfiicof vcrtue,andof«! c fcrniccoi God. ,_^,, ^. i^ 
\Vhcrefore wild' the fcripturc faith \ntov$:7r;r/ry/)r//; i///fUf ,-/ ("</, it isto 
be vndetllood of fp/rits.thai be doiibiful, & i« to be ptadiled b> tin in, that hauc 
thccharpeofadmiriini'orlKrs into Religion-, for they not kn( \vii g with whac 
mind and intctiOi people (Ifc r ih( nifelucs.do we] 10 tr\'chfir fpints. And he laiih 
iuiihcrithat Ji a liiouid happei/tiiat Sathan icisfiguringhimfclt into an Angel of ■ 
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iiguilhojld moac vi 10 Kcligion , wc hauc no caufc to be afcaid j firft bc« 
caufe as tong as he fuggcUeih thac, whkW it common for good Angels (0 
put into our mini » chere ii no danger i foe we arc not foi bidden to bene- 
fit oarfelucs by our enemie , fpccially wlien vvc know no; caatit 1$ our cnc» 
mic , fccondly bccaufe chough the Diucl fliould mou« vs 10 Udigion , he 
alone could neuer niouc vs fo cffodually , vnlcde God did inwardly draw 
ts y and concUideth, thac a thought of cm ring into Religion cuer coiwcs fioin 
God , by whac mcancs focuer it come into our mind. 

11. Tills is tiic dodiinc of S, Thomjf , and thac his onlie authoritie noy 
no: catric it , wc may confirmc it by rcafon ; bccaufc , as C4/Si4» wriic.h, 
wncras our choughit rife from three heads or fountaincs , to wi' « either 
Irotn a good fpirit , or fron an cuil fpicictor ftom our ownc fpirit j VVe 
mty ealily vndcrftand , that thoughts of mortifying out flcfli , of forgoing 
our frccdomc , of lalc ng vp our CtofTc , cannot be from our ownc fpitit, 
bccaufc nature doth abhorre and flKUine al aulU'ritie } much i..-(rc can they 
be from the Diucl •, for what hath he 10 do with perpetual Chaftitie, with 
Obedience, with the voluntaric liumiliaiion of ourfelues, he being the Prince 
of piide , and nothing more hateful to him » then ihcfe vertucs > And if 
this wicked fpirit cannot nioue vs to anic particular vertue, as to the louc 
of God , to a greater faith , or hope in him , or to true and folid humili. 
tic , no mo c then ice can be caufe of fire , or fire of ice , much UHccan 
he moiic vs ro that vertue , which in a manner comprcliendcth al vrrtucs* 
If anic bodic fcare , Icall tho Diucl do it out ofcrnfc, and for fome flcijhc 
which he hath in it , that lie may afterwards workc vs fome greater niif- 
chicf J this is alfo a great errour , muih like to that, in which the Itwcf 
were , tint ab(urdly and impiourty obicdcd to our Sauiout : In thtfrmrtf 
Jiurli he cdfleth out diitels : And they mud be aof.vcred with the aniwer 
which out Sauiour gaue:^/^»l SAthxn c4nnot Jiiddr / /> ojvne f^in^^-mi^fox (a he 
(liould do in this , if he ihould go about toihruft finneout of a man's foule 
oti w'l.ich is al one , bring a tiun to a place whcic he may cafilyget oiirof 
it. H^* IS not fuchafoolc ^ nor To li'tlc s'lilicd 'nthis warre sgiiwll foulcs, 
ai to let go the prcv which he hath in l;is claw^* , and to fuffer it fo fane 
itfcif in iu (liong a hold, and a place which uoth fr»mi»ch annoy him, and 
he hiinfcif to help him forv/atd to that place, vpoo hop^ that he flial rcco* 
uer him afcrwards with greater gaync. Scing ihcrffotc this ii but an idle 
and foolilii feaie , and of fuch only as know nor the dcuifes winch the Di« 
uel hath , it vemayneth tKcelfarllyithatit mull be the good fpiiit 10 whotn 
v.'-r owe the bcgmnings , and tiic proceedings, and pci;fc<^lion of fo great 
a work. 

II. If aaic man obicfl , that fome fayle and go back from the cotirfe 
v/hici thcv hiue bcgunncj and therefore i hey wcrcimi ralitil of God, bccaulc 
/'•p ionn'fl ot 00 i trmaneth for eat ; S, thomn thai mikc an ai.lw<r lor \tt 
w io!l vvoids arc theio: Not al that is of God, is eternal : for if it were to, 
G kI llioiM not bo t-ic Creatour of things corruptible •, whiih was the i»c- 
rcdc oi tiic Man'.chces.Andas it is in natuicfoii is ii> ^uacc j :or grace u >iuen 
vs fo, as while we liuc in thii pilgrimage, ive may Icefc it. btc^iife wchinc 
fic«do.nfrof wil,which»»u migltt hauc cticClodthc huuwiic 5uift,waen ii wa 
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fiSfWrd , and r> not receaued ir, Co it may caft it away when it haih rcccaued it. 
;, i "ctu)'>n S\ r/o,;,4.conclu.)eth, chat the thou .luof ctrip.' intolUl.g.on 
fi^^'cth nnVrobation , w I.eihcr it be of God or nc. , b.u W huf eua lecle^h fuch a 
n!mion in his foulc,,milt admit . fit. is c fthc voice rt his Lordan J Crcatour.and 
avoiccwhichicnclcthwholyiohisgoodandbincfir 

n I hauc been the more wiiliu|f toen!aiy,emyfel( in tms m.ittcr . bccaufc il 
i.beoncea.rced,tiiatthereh,Jicandwholcromcihou^htsca.nccpr(HCc^^ 
,hc ci ift of liic r.ntmic , nor Irom our ownc natuial inc.iiia:.on. , Uit . I ilic 
Loodncs and liKraV.tic .fowr Sauicur 1 e s v s , iccuts U. a ?--!-;; of 
hctKcadon of feares , and doubt. , and dcm.rrcs u. t he bul.nes. And .Lac 
vhich llayd before, lollowcthcu.dcntly,thatlorv;con(ultal.oi-. about It,, suet 

I voprofitable. the thing being fo elect in .tfclf.bt.t vrry d.in^a^^^^ 
rJi.cthWtotheDiiieltoplavvponvstlielonger.ltfoUowc.all^ 
ve a.c in deliberation about this bufn^cs , we mull not cnl vau carnal fiiuuis „ .,. 
Z\ kindred to counfcl( which b.th .. / /o;.... and alothcrs w..', u y:uconfent <> ; 

I tier ) b.tb beraufc the natural afle^ion which they hnt.c , lundcrs t .em 
hit tlicy cannot flctrtdy.h.w thi.,sfiand;andbcc3U.c n..n ^-n - hm. 
(c f (avd , not al muue flm mrci , thac is , al arc in t copaole . t t And what M^it 
duifc can they giue in a buHnes u b:ch they doc not vn-icrl atu. .; U Kcrcfore as 
a , aXtob.indahoufe,hedothnotcalpayn or gold-fnmhs to connUl, 
lut aia^^^^ malonsiand if ainan be hck be doth not fend or 

L V crstoadtiifcwith,btitl>I.yrKians,andthofe <f the beft, and as in a^^^^^^^^^^^ 
things wetake theopinion of fuch mcnasarc moft ver ed m thethm;. weaduifc 
bom, fo in this great work, being to build a -.pi; .^^'-^l '^«^f >- '-'' '^^X ^f ^, 
a .ai.d al winds , and weather , and flonds , and to atter.d to the ctnv not a 
oir bodic btit of ourfo«le,(halwegoc and admfesv.th tern. that u|hc.lm^^ 

riu^'t^cmcnt at al inthcfethings .orareptciuaicated witli tl cfaictalaflcctioM 
uhctcu.th they are covrnpted . It is therefore to be m,pa.tcd only to vcr- 

.ous men, and , to fpeake truly ,torhem pincipal ytliat haue gone thevvay 
luf< revs that.s,to Religious men , who h...ui.ig had expiicncc of it , aic the 
b.ttcr able to d:tcdt others vnpartially in it , and ihcw then how to, proceed 
w t cur errour. For were it not wonderful follx and madnes , if a man had a 

V by fea , tr land , to take fuch a guide as neuer went the lourney in 

hs lif/, when he may haue his choice of manic, that haue done nothing elsal 

"^;^ 'i^^ rule in this buHnes is , that al vocations of Cod are not alike, A^^^ 
am haaheic cannot beonerule giuen to meafurethem a by , To as am»n may ,,„_ 
is' o good vocation , bccaufc it agrees not with this rule. God is richer .,., 
In (^. ndmoteplemifulinhis counfels oucr ^'-, ---^'^^" '";i |"J^^^^^^ 
thrm vnto himfclfVeucral waycs ; and men themfelues bemg of 1 ch^^ 
dW^olitionsand natures as they ate .ndhau.ngfo "-'- f «^^ " " [o 1 v 
cnl omes and falhions , it agreeti Ulf with them ^«/'^ ^^^' S ^ <> - ^ ^ 
dinetcnt niranes. For as foulers hauc n.. one kuul «' -^ ; ^ ^ ';';;; 
h.y tc. to catch f.wlcs , but lon.e for one kind and ^^^^^ V^^^ ^ ;.; . /.^ 
k.Kuv the humours of the birds are : C> God bend.th ^^'^ V^'^ K;^ 
to t;.c fct;cral natures cf.ncn , both for their bcncfu , to w.ru tl.cnu..e yl c ,0 
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himfclf ,and to kccpc the fwecincs which is fining in hisfathcrlicDroulJ^ 
oucrtl. Whcreforcashccallcdl'iroand^wi/rrwfromthcirboatei wadMdnlH^ 
from the Cuftomc-houfc , becaufctfic one was a Publican, chc others fillicrmf 
and woke S. VauI in the hcatc of his zcalc of pcrfccuiing the Cliurch,bccaufeth 
was then his humour : Co in al Religious vocations, one is calJcd vpon one ' 
cafion , and others vpon others , and fomcalfo out of the inida of ilicir Cinnt 
Which manifold w ifedome of God , (afttan among others admircih difpcnfint 
. ( as he fpcakcth ) thefaluation of men with different and vnfearchablc picric 
, and bellowing tlie largelTc of his grace , according to eucrie one's canicitie 
. diucrs , & innumerable, and vnfeaichable waycs ; while he quickncththccourfJ 
, otfomc,tlutgoc wilHngly andHlcntly on, to greater fciuour ; fomc that were 
, vnwilling , he compelieth againft their wil ; heer he helpcth to fulfil that 
which we profitably defircd ; and there he infpircth the verie bcuiniiigs of 
a holie defite i which manifold largelfc of the Diuinc difpcnfation the Apoftlc 
, confidering , cryes out: O height of riches of wifcdomc and knowlcdocof 
God • How mcomprchcnfible arc his iudgcments , and his wayes vnfcarch- 
able! 

15. And it is cafic to fee , that this which Caflian faith , is true , if m con- 
fidcr what occurrences of place , and time , and other circumftances God haih 
made vfcof, to bring people vndcr this his blclfcd yoak of Rciiginn. As t.'iat 
which S, llierome writetli of 1>4«/ the firft f/frw;/, that going by chance into a 
dcnne or caue of earth to hide himfclf from the rage of /)ra*i and /altrunui, that 
perfecutcd the ChHtch of God , after he had been there a litle while . bet^an to take 
a delight in that folitude ; and that which he began of neccfniie , he^cominucd 
wiihngly , andpeifcuercd in it al hislife-time. The an:^rie humour of the yon;? 
J'rincc ^icadiui was the occafion, why that great Mfmui, who afterwards was 
figieat a Saint , then M.uHer to the yong Prince , forfaking the world giue 
hiinfcU wholy to the fcruice ofGvd ; for while he fought to put hiv bodic in 
fafctic , he found the much more deceitful fafcticof his foule. V/hat flul I fay of 
VA^*^ rurnamed the Simple , who taking his wife in adultcric , ft rfookc wife, and 
houfc, and al.and went lliayi to S, jL„tomt, in whofc fchoole he came in aHioie 
time to pea: pcrfcaion of fanditie. That which we rcade of Abbot Huimi.z 
tarn >u$ holie man , is yet more admirable j for while he was yet a Heathen, and 
a notable t!>ecf , he went on a time to robbe a Monafterie of Nunnes; and getting 
vp to the top of the houfe , there he fcl afleep, and faw in his flccp a King admo- 
nillnn- him to de/i(l from his wicked courfcs; wherupon he presently dclircd to 
be Baptized, and bctookehimfejf to a Religious courfeof life, and thcrincamc 
to that fanaitie.that bcfids other miracles,likc another /^/J/r,hccaufcd the Sunnc 
tolhnd. The like is recorded of M^yfa a Blackamore , a notable cutter and 
murtherer , that being once in danger of his life , he fled into the next Monattcrie 
to fauc himfclf , and there ftmcken with rcmorfe of confcience and fcair, 
I vJce v;> his rea,a»ji ncucr parted thence. An accident alfo brought S, ^«- 
niH4'i!ui to a Monaliical life , wherin he fo much flcuriOied. For 'his father 
S''»(^(w< ( u ho afici wards became a Kfonk vp'^n his fonne's example ) hauing 
Kiild or.c of his kinfmrn vpon a deadlic quirrcl , which he had 3i;ainft imn, 
lay clofctur fomc cjayes ill ihcMon.illcricof C//«y?i/i where /^<w^4/</i*; partly by 

the 
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the good admonitions of one of the Monks of that houfe, partly by the adui/e 
of S, JptltiHMns that appeared twice vnto him , reTofued to forfakc the world i 
fo that the munher which his father had committed, in which he alfohadfome 
hand , was the occafion of fo great good. ' a . 

]6> But nothing is more admirable in this kind, then thaAvhich Sophronim , a Ayong 
graue and ancient authour, recounteih of ayong man , that feinga noble Ladie^''^*-^* 
buried in rich attire , out of couetoufnes attempted the next night to breake 
open her grauc , and ftealeaway her apparrel \ but the woman rifing-vp fud- 
dcnly , layd hold of his hand , and rebuking him very iharply , threatned 
bim withal', that flie would neucr let him goe , but there he fliould tiyc with 
the flench and ordure of the place ; yet at laft vpon the wonderful carneft 
fuie he made vnto her , (\^c told him , flic would let him goe, vpon condi- 
lion he would promifc her faithfully , to enter prcfcntly into Religion •, wh'cli 
he both willingly promifed , and fpcedily pcrfoimed ; for from the grauc he 
went Ihait 10 a Monafteric, where the Abbot, whofc name was /•/;« , admit- 
ted him, and related this whole (lorie to Sephrontus not \o^^g after it hapncd •, 
adding moreouer , that the man wept fo bitterly , when he came vnto him, 
ih-it his tearcs were vviines fufficicnt of the tru:h of fo rare a miracle ; and 
the happie fuccelFe declared , that this alfo was a true and wcl grounded vo- 
cation. 

17. What dial I ftand recounting the infinit multitudes of them , that haue It is m c 
been brought to Religion by houfliold-affliftions and calamities , by ficknes, tJi^uirc 
by fome wrong or other rcceaued in their eftates , or in their perfons and good *j''J,^j^j'J 
name, and by othcrinconueniences which hauc hapncd vntothcm in the world? ,,(r4,lti,y 
People commonly are wont to cenfure iheni , as if they cntrtd out of dcfp.iii e.and a .:,aiwii», 
not as moued of God. But they fpcake ignoiantly , fixing their eye vpon that 
vv liich is without, and not fcing the inward grace of God. For in truth , neither 
poucriie , nor hcknes , nor anie worldlie affli(5tion is ftrong enough to pul a 
fnanoutof the world, and bring him to Religion: But if a man enter, and enter 
in that manner, and with thofe intentions as he ought , it is certain, that the 
wifcJoHiC of God doth outwardly indeed vfe that as an inftrument,fprinkling 
worldiic things al ouer with gal, towiihdrawa man's hart from themj but in- 
wardly he giucs him his light and the knowledge of his truth , which pulles him 
from his former ellafe,<»w3 />ri«fl J />/»» yntt his tMit Mountdin ^ and into his tenif. 
And we proue it cuidcnily thus. For how manie be there and haue alwayej 
been , thatoppreflcd with like poueriie, fie knes, and calamities, haue ncucr 
had notwithdanding the lead thought of eniring into Religion , but rather 
haue ftuck the fafter to the world ? What is the reafon therefore, that they 
faued not thcmfclucs out of that fljip-wrack , and thefe efcaped , but that 
thcfc had the help and hand of God to draw them out? S^Uittcnt vnderftood 5 ;^;,,^^ 
the truth of this point very wel , and vfcth this argument among the reft to c^,y?. ,4. 
Itilun , in his long and eloquent Hpiflle, which he wrote vnto him , to per- 
iwa<!e him to fjlfakc the world. For vvheras he had buiicd two of his 
dauj;hter$ ainuft at a clap, and bf fides loft his wife , and fufl'cicd much in hii 
tcn/poralcOate hy inrodts which the enemie made into the countrey,^.//»frcw# 
*na kcih vfc of al this , and iclicih him , that they arc warnings fiom God , w ho a| 
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it is vvriticn of the children oflfracl, inllructcth him with ftripes and forrow 
And S. t)Uc4rtui alfo in one of liis Homilies obfcruetli , that it doth ofte ' 
happen , that God handles a man roughly with mifcries and afflidiions 
that bcinp; otiieiv\ fc too much wedded to the louc ofcarthlic things and 
fcing al thin;^s if ^roHc vnto him , he may beginnc a difcourVc thm 
within hiinfck : Since I cannot hauc my \vil in the wt rid , behold I quit the 
world , and betake myfclf to God, wholy to ftrue him; and at laft lie thanks 
hi? ii fortune, bccaufcby thatoccalion he wasdrawncto thclweetyoakofour 
I,ord, 

18. And Ci/?ui reckoning three kinds of vocations, placeth this inthelaft 
place , when by loflc of goods or by death of friends, or by other fuchac- 
cidencs, they ihatrefufcd to follow God in profperitie, arc compelled to foilow 
him by aduerfitie, againft their wils, as the Hebrewes,of whom it is written 
in the Pfalmc : \Vi)ift It lulled thtm , thty fought htm , dnd wumd-vnto fm-.and 
early in the mornw^^ that is , fpcedily, without delay , t})ej C4mt rnto him. And 
addcili , tliiC though this kind c.f vocation fecmc to be the meancft and cf 
Icaft cllccnit , yet men of great perfcdion , and great feruour of fpiiii,li3Hc 
been called by it , and h.iuc been nothing inferiour to others, that entrinc 
Vj)on the fcruice o^ God vpon nobler principles , haue brought their life to a;i 
end with c^rcat commcndacion. Clim4i.iti fayth excellently wel , that it is the 
Ufljion t)| Godfomctimes to catch men by an honci\ kind of craft, and draw 
them in by a wile, to Uuc their foulcs. I lis words arc thcfc : let vs 11. t 
contcirine l'>tnc that renounce the world without anie great confiJcration, 
bccauic the fpiiit doth fvimetiines pioudy ticccauc foulcs. For ofiimes fiich a 
renimciition hatli better fucccllc then another which came vpon morcaduife; 
as ti)c(ccd, which fals from tlich.indof the huPjandman where he doth not dc- 
hrc it Ihould , i;roweth fomctimcs better , then where it was fovvcd cf pur- 
pofc, I liaue fctnfotnc, that hauc gone intv) a Monaderie with no holic intention, 
hue .hiu:n by nccefliiic , who afterwards were taken wi:h tlic great vvift- 
doijjc o\ the Abbot , and the niildc conucrfation of the Monks , and God 
giuiii;.; tl'.ciu the light of grace, they airiucd to an cinii.cnt ftate. Thus faith 

( Inn. till', 

I ;. 1 he laft rule , which we hauc to fct downc , is about the comparing of 
l<.ch:;ious Orders among ihemfclues, fo to make a right iudgemcnt ofthcini 
hn this alfo ts neccHarie, and requires an vndcrftanding that is iudiciuus. For 
thoue,h in embracing .1 Kciigioiis courfc in gcncr.il , we cannot erre , ;is 1 liaiie 
(hewed, yet in choolin;^ this or the other particular Rc.'igion, we may trrc,&thc 
Diuel maypurmanietTiids inourway.Forof.imcswhen he f(csaman<!cfifoii$rf 
perf^ft Oil, he puts a courfc in hisphancie,u hcie perft(flion is nor f llowfil,as 
itl1iouldbe,thatthc;^oodderues ,whi:hhchad ,may c(>me to nothing; ofiimes 
with prep: ftcrous feruour he cgs him on to take more vpo l.imthen thclbcngfh 
oHiis b die is able to bcare; and finally al his «louifcs tend to bring a man to doc 
cithcrtoo much, oriooliilc. Wherefore that in the choice of a particular Infti- 
tutcwrbc not drawnc into crrour, two things rrc to bcdifcrectly weighed. Firfti 
whe;hcr the Inditute itfelfbcperfict ;andrtcondly , whether it be peife<Sly and 
c.srcfuljy obfciucd. For though a Reli'jious Fan)ilie hauc neuer fo holic Rules 
and ordtrsiuit.if i:'.c\ be notkept ,or if fcwdoc kccne ihcm,thcholincscfthcic 

Rule 
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Rule ii CO litlc purpofe \ and no man ought to be fo confident of iiim(cif,as 10 
hope to bearc himfcif vpagainfl the muttitudc,and Co keepe the right way w i<cfc 
thcrcftgoc wrong. And conftcjucntly a man mull not fo much confidcr,which 
Order is mod renowned for anticjuitie, or for memorable i<5ts in times palt,or for 
cheinembcrsof holic men that hauc beenin it; but wiiiciinow ac thisprcTcnt is 
more holic, more obferuant of Religious difcipJinc, and more ful ofthat hid i^'i- 
rit,wl»crewith the Order was begun and founded. 

ao. And if we be dcfirous of fomc (igncs to dircd our iudgemcnt in this kind, w.,, 
we may confidet thcfc things tollowing. Firft,if there bean exad order obferucd, 'oi;: 
that nobodic hauc anie thing in priuatctohimfelf, neither money nor anicthing " ^''-" 
cIj, but al things be kept and fcrucd out in cojnmon. Secondly , if there be ch.iri- '"'^""^ 
tic, no contention, no hanging off from one another. Thirdly, if ambition he 
wholy excluded, and al pretences and proicds for preferment and honour, and 
rather fuch employments dcclined,as carric a dicw of grcatncs and auihf tiii-. 
Fourthly, ifobedience to Supcrioursbc kept entiic & inuiolabic without excnj- 
ptions. Fifily, if the Rcli.;ious be fcldomc permitted to denle wi;h (heir cariul 
friendsand kindred, and notbut vponfomcipiritualoccanon. Andfinallyjftliey 
be zealous of thcgoodot foulcs, and for that end fpare nolabourorpaincsti at i; 
rcquifite. Thefc arc the chicfcd and mod important tilings , which are to be: 
looked into. Other things, though of lellc moment, are not alfo to be ncglcdled; a? 
thegreatncsof the Order, if it abound in good fubicds, if it bcfprcd farrc and 
ncere, if it haue people in it of diuers nations. For fo it mud needs abound like - 
wife in learning and wifedomc, and hauc greater helps to cftcxH that which it 
doth viidcrtake , and more flore of good works , by the comnnmication w hcrof 
cucrie particular man of the Order hath the greater benefit. As a fire is the ct cater, 
the more dore of wood is layd vpon it , and the wood iifelf takes the cahcr , and 
burncs the fader,and makes the tnore lightfome fiic.whcn there ate manic llicks 
to-eatlicr , then when they are laydone by one.Though al this ii but cxrrinfccali 
that which I fayd before of the perfc<aion of euerie Inditutc, belongs to tiiecf- 
fenceandfubdanceof it. Andbetaufe in Peifcdion there be manic degrees, if 
wewil know how to compare them oncv. ith another, we mud take S.l'honus 
incur way, who anfwereth the quedion in thcfc words ; Ihc git*ufl ^tffUhon of d 
ihinZyCirifilltth tri dfiayuirtz to the tuil^ \vbch tl hdlh, " 

II. Wherefore, to value the pcifc<5tion ofeiieiiepaiticular Inditutc, wr mud „;«.- < 
weigh two things :Firft, whether it haue a nobler end; and fccondly, wiietlicr it 
hauc mcanes accordingly more proportionable for the atiayning of that end, be- Tl^r.,. 
caufethcjnorcperfcd thcwoik is,to which accutfe of lifeisordained. the moie ''^y ' 
worthily we mudedccmcoftliat courfc; and Jikrwife the more ct\'cCtua\ and ,j ^. ' , 
abundant mcanes ithatiiforthccflfcding of thofe works , the better is the Infti- ^ ,1, 
tuie, and the more to be prcfcncd. But becaufc no man can bci-in a new life, tlcn cv 
vnlcfTchc repent himfelfcf his old, and confcquently cucrie Religious Order, in J^'"«<h 
thatitenrcrsa man vpon a new courfeof lifc,isa datecfj.ennancc, therefotcwc j^/^'j ' ' 
nny m.ike a third compaiifon of Religious Orders among tiicmlclues , in matter 
of poucrtie audciiiieof life, and al kind of corporal aftlAions , thf)Ui;hthetwo 
fii 1I cotnpaiifons belong njorc to i!ic nature and cllcncc of Reli /,i<)n,aod by them 
wi'inuftiud.eofthc greater 01 Idler perfection which is in tlitm, both becaufc 
per .CLlion conhdcth more in in ward iudice, then in outward rcdraiiit A' becaufc 
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outward auftctitic may vpon occafions hinder fonje greater good, fpedallt for 
the help of out neighbour. And althis in a manner is S, Tbam<M hit difcouife 
which for thcfc gcnci alities may be applyed 10 find out the true value, and makca 
true iudgement of ihe dignitie of cucric partic ular Order. 

1 1. And that vv hich he fayd laft,concerningauftcriiie oflife,may be confirmed 
out of S. Crf^«»rr , where he fayth:! t is of farre hic;hcr defert,to keepe our wil lU 
wayesfubicatothc wil ofanother, then to weare away our bodie with great fa- 
dings , or to flay ourfclues by compunction in a more retired facrifice. But to re- 
turne to the rule vv hich S.Thomas giues for the valuation of Religiou5,ihat which 
lie writcth in ancthcr place , isalfo to be confidercd as pcrtayning to the fame 
rulc:that the Religious which arc ordayned to teach&preach,aieihc firft in rank 
among the relli becaufcihefeworkcs proceeding from the abundance of Cod- 
iempraiion,conr,>rchend both Aftion and Contemplation. In the fccond rank he 
placcih thofcjwhich attend only CoContcmplationjand in the third.thofe which 
are altogeathcrinAftion. And among thofe of the fame rank, ihey are more ex- 
cellent, that hauc more vniucrfal employmcnts,and better rules and orders; as for 
example, if they hauc more and better mcancs to aflift their neighbour, andfoof 
the rclh 

I J. Finally, we muftalfo apply a cure to their crrour, that when they arcindc- 
liberation about the choice of a Religious courfc, decline ofpurpofc ihofcOt- 
dcr$,in wiiich they fee there be manic rare men of excellent parts,becaufcforfooth 
I hey (hil be no bodie, andleaneto ihofe coutfes, where there are but few men of 
learning or other qualities, thinkingthittheretheyfh.il be in their kincdome. 
VVhich»to fpcalx the truth,is but an a^furd and foolifh kind of ambition.lDecial- 
Jy inabu/incs whichfliouldbefanhcftoftfromit, and therefore alfowefljalnot 
ntctl to r|>end time in confuting it,but content ourfclues with mcniioningir.only 
I thought good to relate what paflJid with S,^nfelmt in this kind. For when he 
was thinkin;^ what place he might beftchoofe forthecourfecfReligion,which 
he intended j two Monafteries offered themfcluet to his confiderationithaiof 
r/«/ii, where there was no pradifc of learning, and that of Heffwr , wliichwas 
famous for learnin;^. He was loatii to put himfelf into that of Ckni , bc- 
caufchauingbcflowedfomc time in fludic , he faw al wouldbelof>,andon the 
<»ihct ii 'c , in lUcquc he feared that among fo manic learned men he fliould be 
of no cltccme. And thcfe were his thoughtsat that time, when, as afterwards 
he was wont to fay of himfelf, he was not yet tamed, nor hadnottheconieroptof 
the world grafted in his mind. Bnt reflcdiing vpon himfelf, he fayd thus to his 
ovncfoule: What? Is this to be a Monk, to dcfireprccedencic of othet$?to be am- 
bitious of honour & renownc > Choofe tuerefore rather that place, wherefor the 
1« ucof Godthoumayft be behindal, where thou flult Hue in obfcuriiie, and be 
t' r laft and loweflof al. And with this refolution , which doubtlelfe was from 
<;'^d,hechf>re the Monaflerie of /M7iif;but the eucnt was farre beyond i.is expec- 
tation. For his lining among fo manic learned men, wasnotonly nohinderance 
to his learning and fame, bur growing dayly in learning, he grew alfoinoreft- 
njous then lie wasinthe worlJi which hapncth alio moll commonly toothcrf. 

Tbt 



0» A 



Rbligiovi »TATI 



Ltb.Ut.Csp. XXX vn. , gt 




The Conclufion of the whole Work^ fo Rel/^ioM people, 

CHAP. XXXVII. 

Auing now difcoirfed at large of the tichcs and manifold 
commodities of a Religious coutfe cflife^ and taken a ful 
view of the worth, and dignitie , and beautie of it in the fight 
of God and man , and fliewed withal , that no earthlie thing 
for plcafureand fweecnes iscomparabie vnto it -, It is time to 
ccnfider , what cffeA al this toceather ought to work in tlK 
mind of him, that findcs himfelf inuironed with fuch a world J^ or^u'T. 
ofblcfnngs,powrcd forth fo largely vpon him by the bountiful hand of God,who jtimIi t., he 
is fole Authaur of them. For if profit alone , or in matter of profit one finglc be- hi ;'iiy 
ncfifjone point of gayne,fpecially if it be eterna!,ought to be aboue mcafure eflee- *^''^ ^""^♦* 
mcd, whafflial we fay offuchaninfinitnutnberoffpiritualcommoditics, and to- 
geaiher with thcfc commoditics,fo manic noble and vndoubted titles oftiuc ho- 
nour, andfinally fuch abundance of folidioyesandcoforts? For God in this great 
work of Grace hath proceeded as in the principal operations of Nature , vpon 
which the conferu.uion c,f eucrie particular tiling in his kind depends; for beliiles 
the necelHtie which is of them,henaih plited an itching plcafuie in them,to draw 
his woikcsncuet to ceafe,neuer to be wearicof that kindof operatic. And in like 
manner hath he contriued this wholefome forme of lining, that though it be in 
itfclf fomc what auftere and bitter , yet the wonderful benefit which comes of it, 
makes it vvorthic to be de(ircd,as a medecine in ficknes.and againe he hath fo fca- 
foncd it with ioycs and comforts , that though it were not fo profitable , it is not- 
wii.'tfianding to be infinitly loucdforthefweetties which is in it , and to be pre- 
ferred before al mortal comforts. 

I. Which fein;i we haue made plainc to eucric bodie in the difcourfc of thefe 
t.'irce Bookes,wiih whatdifpoficionof mind is itfittingwc fliould cntcttaineand 
luakevfcoffo great and fo vfefulablefling? Inmyiudt^emcnt three things niay 
bcrcquiredofvs, which archc.ids and fountainsof manic others, lirfl , thanks- ,^j,|,^* 
giuing for To great a benefit jfccondly , a careful endcauour dayJy toencreafcin ,c(|,[irc.f 
pcrfc§ion;and finally a diligent and watchful cuflodie of fo ample and forich u( ..1 lU!i- 
ajrcafure. Firftthercfore,asl fayd, the greatnes of the benefit requireth a thank- ft"^'^ v^<^- 
ful mind For ifineucrielitlecuriefje, which one man doth another , it is held a V^^- 
kind of inciuilitie,not to rcturne a man thSks for it, how much m<5re vnciuil mull 
it needs be.nottobc thankful to God, for fo rare S^diuincathing? fpccially fejng ^Tuj',,'" 
thcMaieflie of God is fo great aboue man, that the Icafl thing which vvcreceaue ..j,,,, ',!.'"'' 
of him, nuifl needs be an ineflimable curtefie. And this thankful mind indu- ^ 
dcth manic things; it includeth knowledge, itincludcth n/env ric , itincludeth 
lone and good wil , it indudeth finally ioy eucilafting. Fur vnlcllc a man 
know ana vndcrlland , what is giuen him , he cannot be thankful for itj 
i» he know it , and quickly forget it , he is equally vnthaakful : but if a 
"'ail know it and remember it, he cannot but be inflamed with cxccfliuc 
1' uc of God , becaufc he canny: but louc him that ii fo good , and fo manie 
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luicral vva)osi;oo(l t ) i;lm, and finally fcing himfclf fo loaded, fo enriched fo 
a inrncd wiiK hislibciali!ic,hccannoibiu icioycc,andcxcf(fiiicIyreioycc aiit, 
H'tr bccaiifcal depends vponthc knowledge cf the greatnes of this benefit, the 
tirlUiiin^ti atvvt fiiullpcrrwadcouiTchicsof,is, tliat this vocation to Rcllgionif 
ablohitciv Ak grc iicU .aid the foueiaigncll bciicfir, which God can bcftowvpon 
man in tiiis hfc. 

^ lor what canaman defircmore? Honour, or wealth, or IwrningjOfelo* 
qucncc, ortobdoueraigneEmperour of the whole world? But al this Is corpo- 
ral, and conic quentlvperifliablc and litlc worth. That is only creat , whicnij 
gicat in the fighcof Gud , fuch as fpirituol thing<;arc :Now o? thcfe fpiritaal 

I hin;s, of vert ue,or whatfoeucr other goodncs, what is there that aboundeth not 
in a kc!i.>ious iUtc ? fo that he that hath that Hate , hath al. VV hich is that which 
v. '".(rnaiJCo much cxtolieth in one ofhis Sermons in thcfe words: And firfthc 
c I cjtcd thcc with the reft , and among the reft he created thee not v\ ithout a fln- 
CMiUr prcrogatiucofhonour.Aftcr this againe,ihatinfinitMaicftic inflamed vviih 
cxctftiiielouc of ti.cc, redeemed thee. So eafilywith a word, as he created thee? 
Nj.but lie wrought tliy faiuation in themtdft of the earth thii tie y cares, was 
nay led to a Ctroflc.condcmncd to die, adiud.;cd to be a inockeric, But towards vj 
lie hathaJdeJ .uioihcifpccial benefit, in that from the broad and fpaciousway 
VV hit h Icadcch CO dcath.hc hathdrawnc vs uith his finger,& placed vs in tliccoun- 
lll and Con '.relation of the luft. What ought he to haucdonc more which hedid 
not? V\'liorc brcaft is of fo hard a ftonc, as not to melt at the multitude of fuch and 
To i:^rcAt benefit s.powrcd out vponvs by fuch and fo great a hand ? Wiihrcafon 
J.crtfore doth s. /Vr/Mn/ require of Rclikjious pcoplea grateful remembrance cf 
(uch wonderful guifts, and a menu r;c inflamed with wonderful loue. 

4. Letvs remember, how mindful God did require the ancient lew efljould 
be of the bcncfitof their deliueric from the feiuitude of yie^ypt , ordayningthe 
ycarlicfolemniticofthePafchal Lamb in memoric of ir,tobcpcrfotmcd withfo 
!).i:)ic rites and cercmonicijand lie did almoft no fpecial thing mfauour^f them, 
foi tlic remcrnbranccof which he did not appoint fomc certain day in ihc ycarc 
to be folcmnizcd. We therefore , we , I fay, liauing been dcliucrcd out cf the 
land of .//f^>/)f, that is , out of the dark and toylcfomc prifon of this world, 
ha.i:»)g been f^d in the Dcfert , as I haue Hicwcd , with the moft delightfome 
/'/w'".4 , hailing rcceaued the La.v by ihc niiniftcric of Angels, to wit , our 
wiittcn Rnles,andthcwilof Gi)d made knowncdayly vnto vsby the light and 
coududofour Supcciours; how much more iuft and reafonable is it , that wc 
'Inuld kccpe a continual and liuelic memorie cf this benefit > And as God tyed 
the mcmcricofthofc ancient benefits, not to cuericordinarie day ,burtod3yC3 
that were Kolic& fcftiual, tofignificthat the remembrance of them nuift be fclli- 
uai & ful <if ioy:f() the confidtration of this our vocation muft be alwayes accom- 
[unicd with cheerful halt alwayes ful of ioy and mirth, lor \\ hat i$ there that can 
conififtatvaReliv'jous nian,if heknovv hisownchappines? forthcincommodi- 
'ics which he may fuffcr , are nothing to the comforts which abound in this flaie. 
VVhcn^«;»4bcw3ylcdhcrvnfruitfufnes, her hu/band//</f4W4 cheered her vpiu 
^\iUtmimcx'^nf.4,Wo^'Wetpt(l tilth ? AndX^lnrthrtti thylurfdlflfhth AmnHlhtntr 
'« ///If , tbtn tea fonon } If one of v$ may fay thus to another, certainly 'jO" 
may w;.:! much morcrcafonfay it,forif wc haucGod,%sdoubtlcn'cinReiii;ion 
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we haue him , it is more to be valued , then if we had al the creatures in the wqrid; 
;^ the lolleofal creatures, is abundantly recompenced bv only podcfling God. 
lefides that,in Religid the noblenes of our fpirk purchafed by forfakiog al thingi* 
and confequeody conteriining them , end lluing continually in the comeinpc oC 
tiiem, makes that there is nothing vponearth,chaccancicher{ccraefpbe»U(iiala« 
eo deferue our loue,or fo barlh and hateful as we Oiould beafrayd of ic. Wheccfpre, 
toconcludeyifwewiiniewourfciucs tobewhat indeed we ought to be, and what 
(!od defirech wc fhould bc»wc muft ncucr ceafc from giuing thanks to God, oeucr 
ijack or relent in it ; and though we can neuer returnc him fo manic thanks as iir 
defcrucs, nor beare him that trueaffcAionfor his benefits, which the thing itfilf 
requires, let vs notwithftanding empby vpon him asmanic,asour wcaknes is 
capable ofi and acknowledge atleaftecconfeflc, that he hath fo gone beyond v* 
withtheimmcnfitieof his guifts , that wefbalneucrbeablcforauchas tpihink 
fufliciendy, what thanks is fitting to giue him. 

5. But if we know the true value of thisbencfit,and eftecmc it as wt ought, it ^eji^^ of 
muft needs produce in vs the fecond thing which I fpaLe of, to wit , an excefliue P^'citiun. 
andcucrlartingdefircofattayningtopcrtcdionifo that alour thoughts ,aiihc 
powers of our foule,wil be continually bent vpon it. For firft , this is tint which 
God requires at our hands, iv'^ofir wits otirf^nthjicdiiiti. This his loue demandeih 
pf ?s i for it hauing been towards vs fo profufe and without ftint, we cannot bet- 
ter, nor in a more bountiful manner coriefpond to h»s loue, then if wc loue him 
•gainc ,and adorne and fee forth ourfclues in that manner, that wc may truly de- 
ferue tobelouedby him. The ftateitfclf in which wc are, demaadcth it, becaufc 
it is nothing els but a profcHion of vertueand petfeftion. Whereforc.as it is a 
fliame for afouldicr to be a coward , and for a ftudent to be no fchollar , and men 
take it as a difgracc to be thought fo i (o in Religion, w here the ftudic of venue & 
fanditie isonly in*€queft,« is a ftwmc lobe imperfe^, and to follow that bufines 
but coldly , it being the tiling which our Lord inthe Apocaly ps fo much couiplai- t/fftc j. ic 
ncth of. 

6, Finally.two things,wel confidered,wil greatly encourage Religious peo- 
|)le in that which they haue in hand. Firft, that al the commodities and plcalurcs The ri Jirv 
whichi haucdifcourfedof in al this Treatife, are certainly in Religion, & much of Kc. 
greawr alfo.then was poOiblc for metodefcribc-, yet they areas goUoare in lIic «'oj ^'' j*^ 
vcyncs of the earth, which by labour andinduftricistobcdiggcd out. For what Jjutj"^.',', 
pccee of ground is there, be it neuer fo fat& fruitful, which wil bring forth fruir. 
JMnlcflTeanianiil ir,andfowir, and beftow labour vpon it? So ihefctreafuresand 
commodities of a Religious life arc great, yet they require a man that knowes 
them wel, and makes ^reat account of them,and, which is confcqttcnr, makes the 
heft vfe of them hecaii,ae labours dayly to cncreafcthom. The other thing which tIicI.'I .i.i 
H to be confidered, is thecafincs of the bufines , and the commoditie which a man ""^ C' ' '' 
htchof L^ctfingpoffeftion , euetie thing being taken away, that may anic way 
huHer liim, and on the other fide, al helps concurria;to further him . plcniie of 
jnwasd grace, and fo manic influences & aflSftanccs from heauen, that nothin^> 
can be f«yd to be wanting but ourfelues , if we be not holie and perfc^. W here - 
fore we muft make accourtt.that the Apoftle fpeakes m vs when lie fayth : lie ihh f . 
tmhdw'k^nirin the rMme^ftenctmh^ypta «' ( for whcied..ih thel.eauenliedeaw 
flCf ainc fal ofwner ihcoin Jlcligion?) <f hf'tt^i,>iftrib^r4fh,cmmUitti fonhm ti^t 
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nlii^ftctMutth Utfitni cf God i but bmitnf^ ftrtb brurs Mnd tbtrntf^ ii u rtpnb4i(.4ii 
4 yerit curft.whoft end is to be bum. Where, boih our hippincs if we doe wel 
and our cxtreamc mifcrie , if we doc not wel , is fee before our cycj. But God 
forbid fuch acurfclliould fal vpon vs i rather he wil giuc vs abundance of hii 
holie grace , that , as the fame Apoftle ojthotteth els-whcrc , becMuft Wtttin 
ftmeiimes J4r{rie$ , but mw H^ht in our Urd^ Ut ys VfdHt Uf^ founts of light ^ mi 
bnn^ forth fruitt of li»ht in J goodnet , dffd inliice , 4nd truth, 

7. The tiiird cffcft, which we fpake of, was care, and diligence, and cirneft 
cndcauour to prcfcrue fo great agood. Andwcncednotftand prouing.ihaiitii 
fitting foreuericb:)dictohauc this care i tlic knowledge of the grcatncs of the 
bcncht doth naturally put tt into vs •, for he that doih tinoughly know it , wil 
rather dye a thoufand deaths , then let it gocout of his hands , or fuffcr anie 
bodicto take it from him. And certainly nothing is more terrible, more lamcn- 
table, more horrible , more detcftablc to Reli-ious people , then to fal from 
fuch an eftatc, to be fliut out from fo great a happincs ,to be as Adam caft out 
of Paradifc. For it were, as J. BemAtd difcourfcth.tobc drawenagaine into the 
wrack at fca ,from whence they crept our naked j to fal againe, where they bad 
been half-bumcd , and hardly efcaped ; to light againe among tht thceues, by 
whom they were left but half aliuc, and byihcmcrcic of God were now reco- 
ucrcd,andforthc fouldicrofChrid almoll in the fight of heaucn tthimphing, 
from the gates of that gIorie,toreiurneas a doe to his vomir,A isafowwafljcd, 
to her wallowing in the mire. Wherefore the (amc S. Bernard doth fitly apply to 
this purpofe that which is fpoken in the Canticles to the Spoufe in a thrcatning 
manner: GfiyoK for//', <«</»•*; and fayth, that God canned fpcakeio a Religious 
foulc a harflicrword then this, noranic thing that can /Iri Ice more tcrrour into 
it. Which tliouilfo, fayth he, mayft perceauc, ifthouconfidcrwcl,fromwhcce, 
and whither thou art bid to goe, I'rom whence^ andwhiUier doftthou think, 
but from fpirit to flcfh, from the goods of the mind to thedefires of the worW, 
from the inward quiet of the itiind to the noyfeofthe world, and vnquicines of 
outward cares ? in al which there is nothing but labour and aflfli^ion of fpirit. 
For a foule that hath once learned an Jrcccaued of our Lord to enter into itfelf, 
and within itfelf tofigh after the prcfcnce of God, fuch a foule.l fay, 1 know not 
whether ic would think it more paineful or more horrible, to fuffer thcvctic, 
painesof hel for atime, then afcerhauing oncetafted the fweeincs ofthisfpiri- 
tual ftudic & excicife, to goe out againe to the allurements or rather to the trou- 
bles of theflc/h, andfcekcafter the vufatiablecuriofitieoflcnfc. Thus faythJ, 
iietnard^ and al fpiritual authours witii one confent agree in the fame. 

8. For as he that falles headlong from anie place, the higher the place is from 
whichhefaUcs,themorehebrufethhimfclfifo he that c»([i himfelfout of a Re- 
ligious ftatc, which doubtlesisan eminent highcllaic, muft needs brcake him- 
felfalinpeeccs.andcrufli.anddifioynt, and put out cf order al the poweti of 

. his foule. For, this is that Salt vfhich bdn'mg loft the yertut dad fduout which it hath 
rcceaucd for the fcafoning of itfelf and others ^is ntfw good for nothing 
dnie mote , and therefore noth'mf:,rcmiinctU ^buttbdt it biCdfi forth ^ and ifoJJe* 
ynderf$$t bytnen A iuft and wotthiepuniihment, that whom thedignitieofthif 
ftate before had placed abone other men, and made him venerable vnio al, hauing 
loll this ornament , (huuld rirft become as other men, and then bafer then they, 
^ b* 
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hj how much greater his offence is , and tbercfbre be contemoed b; coetkliodJef 
aod madf a laughing-ftock, and a verie fpof-bal to mcoi . tongues. 

9. And wlut doc they « that enuciglcd with the looiTe and fickle okaTurcs of ^ ^.^^^^ 
this world,turoe tbcic backs co fo great a benefit^ which God had beftowed vp«n i,]^ //'' 
them, but that which that wicked 8c reprobate Bfdsi did, whpi he fold his birth- change, 
light, & moreouer went his waycs eoniemnine tbaihe had fold it ? And for what 
didhefelit? for ooediihofpulfe. Obliadnet ota reachleHc man! that could entcr- 
layne fuch a thought in his mind,«$ for, & togeathcr with fo bafe, 6c Co oidinaric 
adifli of meate,to confumc & dcuourein a m«ment fo rich an inheritance , to cad 
away his father's blcflinfft&al (he rightofkis frimoynititrt inaninllant. Buthc 
that at that time made fo (light of it , afterwards lamented his lonc,roaring out 
with a great voice, but when it was too late, & in vainc to rcptnt. In like manner, 
jF we compare fccular people wi(hReligioU!;,thcy are indeed both fonaes of God, 
but Religious are the firft begotten ,andhaue rcceaucd already ercaier fpiritual 
bleflings in the ftate itfelf,& if they liue according to their ftate,they flial receauc 
alargfr portion of the heauenlic inheritance. What madnes therefore is it for a 
difordetcd defirc of one vnfortunate and bafe bit of plcafure, to Hight & y tterly 
10 caft away fuch hopes, fuch prcfenc and future cntertainements.luch common 
<litics, fuch delight$,fo nianie, & fo rare bleflings, as if another would goe about 
to take them from V8, they were wonhic cobc defended with thcloft*cof our 
liucs. What leares, whatlamentations,euen in this life wil ihislhort & inomen- 
taricdclighr, boueht with eternal torment, bring vpon vs > 

10. And what ilul we fay ofihe wrong which we doe toGod, when webrcakeWronp 
couenantswithhim, wh«nweforfakehisferuice,runi»eawayoutof his Camp, ^*'"« "* 
when to his face wc make more account of the friendftiipot the world, and the ^ 
loue of cacthlie things, then we doe of his familiaritie and acquai ntance } This is 
thereafon why,though God is wont to rcfcrue thepunifliment of other of&nces 
to another world , moft commonly he teucngcth himfelf of this bafenes prc- 
fentlyi& wefee,that ordinarily they that fal from Religion,cii her hue afterwards 
in perpetual mifeiie, or dye fuddenly a molimiferable death. As one of whom wc 
reade in the Hiftoi ieof the trdnctfcdni, about theycare. iztfo, who by the Diuel's 
inftigation liauing fotfaken hisOrder andMonafterie,twoof the Friars of that 
Order moued with c6paflion,wcnt after hiro to perfwade him to reiurne againe, Seuerdr 
but he obftinatcly rcie^ed their wholefome aduice i they faw an vglic black dog puni»h(i<l. 
uiake at him , and affrighted with the fight of him,i/i«y ctyedout to the mifeta- 
bIewretch,to take heed of that infernal hend; but he bein^ withthat rooreenra* 
ccd,pluckt oflfhij.Habir.and caft it from him,andrannc his waycs. And behold,, . 
he had not runne farre, wlicn that monfter,w hich, as long at the man kept on hi v 
Habir, had not power to annoy him.lcaped vpon him, pulled him to the ground, . 
and throiled hini fo fuddenly , that the two Friar$,thoug|nhay made fpeed to 
lefcue him. found him dead wlien they came. And infinic fuck accident* 
haue hapned in al Orders, infomuch that Dionyfms C4riA«.^4w*j hathwiitten « 
almoft a whole booke ful of fuch lamentable and admirable misfortunesi 
aod if wc would vndertake to fct dovyne al that haue fallen out in out Order, 
they wouldiAakc a Volume by ih^mfelucs ^ which perhaps may be fome bodies 
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tt, A<)ii yn ( wil atf oft\t w hS6tk\ati fome few ^ th«t Hauo k«in«| 
lady wiciiiti thoftf gtfvtf yetff«f* , dt^mif mdT^^ Po« frli!Hbccri«iif of two^tlm 
]0ft dur SdtiAitf ^ vVhertft cfiey Hild ^«rTt fotnr y^ikts , chat omdC th^m #as 
not lon^ flfter wouodei) tdde^fh » itnl fheother^iiuiugli Jirw^tt a tiv^ 
htftftthfcil maiii in (He prime of hitf yotirit , way roddctf)^ nriceii twty wnHi 
fnurr itfh^vjidrt irtoihtffofdHM.whumtHeDludtBihitittftanrwitt'follik 
cttifig dlfo^Cd rtfticih , m^Mif^g Ht$ cor^^ it;' i^H^ vU4flrc c<t«yrFigi& robcWttfd, 
vvas fo danttfU with it » that OMktivg- olF Ibc MdipftttioA which bung vMil 
him , he rdfoJtKkl (o remRitte m R<liglon. A th^cd WM d Notili« , whodc. 
boiilid f(om ehiiE coarTe bf a kinffttiin of kit, 4fe«rafcvtd«y«^v7bkh(bliaded 
itiih the world ) he Tpent in i^tttfrrt^i , ifl'di1nkiif«^iktd^al'ffiiniitfffof Mc«itridfl(L 

nifi viltU ihd piteitf wit^wHdfit thtjf v/0tis at vttiant^ , ftfd dmong To atftnie 
Airdrd« dff^titf , (hefd ev#K)'(mI)' i^rcf tkitt ^ tfndehe Wo«indi»ftt firiVfeemedlHiv 
flight , bur i^anktcd) *tid bretight thembot^t td cliclr grdiM in one dtf , though^ 
ilot ^ith like (fu^iir. Pot he tliat h^ forftken his vmrMkm, «s thatuvan chat wti 
irtorc goiifie of the tvvcr. lort W< fpeeeh itid fetife*' tpdit*f4id4«rt,tndfi^dff(l 
wfthonc cither CortfeflflcHi (whkh dotrb^ldfe he ricedcd'/dr iitie •thei' Sww- 
lUent. And almofl st rhefenre irtftam , i4ie of her v^fted widi a (hong fcaerf, 
irt the »!ViJfl:of hiff /oUfh , though He had ;liche iscivrntuni ^ytt cryti ofic 
('(Mitin(i*ll)f,that lie v^in daititieU,^demiid ndt by *i>}tf ivietfofs bedrivrncftom 
tnat note. A fourth \vaja$ rtlifef*bie»ff not ittdM mJfcfaW^,theti hej for not tful 
/eate afteir he had fdtfafcert cl»« Order, he wa^fhot dedd ftliha piftol, Atidth^t 
which hapntfd t«i a Pricfl!tw*a» Jarttentable.fftt hjuing teff the Otder,liewiii kil- 
led \vith rfittatfoefe l^ <ynedf hiJ Tentitii^.for' eeWtiwie^Kiwrte*. Andartdth<rfef 
iMatl and v'rff! r»h)f leff^nre a ceftef nc, froth whetKfebe^iflg twodaycrtfteriskert 
(fut and kfioviMie, al thf Crutie #ai in rfmateej itt* bcMie i«tkiogdoitbf,buf that 
b^pncd fo vmvi hin^.becaufe he had left ht^vactfcidn^ Pkitfllf about the fnMtlmr, 
Jtndthcr that hid left ahe So*eittle while he waf< a Ntwiiie, geue Ithiiftlf otief h 
fi\:ti to al kind of tvlckednej , that ar laft htf caf<ie<6 be j«it fodwthfovit; and 
wlwn he wafibc.de fdhi9e3te<^iot>, alWr hehaditiade'his Gowfe^o^tootHfof 
ouf F<atl»efs,hefel info a great pa(!5on of gtief, ejreeediuply Miming hirtfelf fw 
leauiog ibi J Patadife, af ht called k,*^dffdt*fted,tlh«t«Wett he put of rtfe Habit 
of Rcfigioit, it was a« if he had put affc htiff , afnd fet opchi the gaee^ t&il tree* 
And ai thiii a^ I Gyd, hafih hapntJd fo lately . & td people ihaK arefb^ kilol^otf, 
that ofpdt^dfel fefb#£tteeanamcthertV,rt<j*tovpbtaidt4*edead. rtiit<>hoj)«* 
pofc therewtc, to fcartham^ientef i tfcordi for the like lamentable accidentj/drtj 
we haue fo rtiarile feafefut oitea before out eye«. I omit dhier^ others , befcauK 
I wilnotbetdO']arts;inr<>^vt1plcafing a fubic^. Thefefhal fuffifc.toiliew.he^i^ 
ncer this iniurie <Joth touch God , and how- highly he is^ difpleafed mrfl 
it , fctng he doth reuctlge it withfofuddalnand fo^ieuddspdnifhthoms. 

12. Though wfr haue nd ottit caufe tb wtiodtt it it ^ if »*^ Whi 

|j;^"jJP/^°^ndcr,how great a finne it h td fwfitke Gbd , whrti dnce we hatoe obli:* 

ece. ^pj omfcluet vrttd hiirtbf Vow , and as it were ffvctrnc otfr allegeance, and 

yet turne to the vanities and feruicej of f^ Wdtld. Of wWch RttM ^» 

r/V«J"* ?'^' '^*''' ''''* excellent dirconrfe: He that hath once vowed hi mfelf to God, 

"i/«V.c.i4 if afjcrwaids fic paflc to another kind of life, committcth facrilcdge , bccaufe he 
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ficvld^hhimlelf fromGod^ bo whom fca iviboonfenMcd, Aodeli*whei«niOre 
«larg»iha»:ThwismflftccnM|>elMtildifcaab*elMtK)eobligtodhiiiirriffoliue Nm cmM 
Mit^miMlSocietieiriGhAisBtetfirat^iinadl ieptfitocanil€Ut himfVlfoff f^ofh ^ntn!' 
iiil^ Mi(!bo«t a grracol&aee.FQf tffiicnvtvboirthdpH^ocfdfict ernrtfd)nt» »rocT^^ 
tie cdgvadbfi iwiailitinf c<inoerning:riHMorti]Mv<iiMtoigo€frfliiii(^6y teaft^n <« 
of thr0<toeiMtinwhHh He bctwoti ilk&h-^ ii he ili«iKi«lrfitictnpt:Jt, iho^ld lit •♦ 
fiiiisatdtha pcMUiiVibe hKtea^Mi^MKdotibc um c bww i c MefhitlHfthC\tt\l •« 
couenani of a MltioilottmRiAtiaD^chis voiainrbcinginfcpafftfMcApttpettiaf )*<» 
cnaetpaiceMd'iMlvlceoff ^iroanhfoi^with whorti hevtrat ai kweneuneb^dfr; <• 
andif he doe, Heisiliibk td'ilioftbeeuic puniAifheotsafpoitiidd by»Gbdi Fdi* if j< •• 
^oonintek^ imftthce ie i yBiik df imn kw the laifines of marriage , an<|f lihk^ ^^ 
wkh'him bfc«rrtfliedf>ila«ioii^ beta dye tot it, if fte be found' to hrfne brdMetf ^ 
iuepfiuch V how moait rtmad grcetiaus rtuoiflunene finl be io^idted^T^pbitlitrt^fl^ |[ 
diuidnb ftkt>lctf frecti the rf^kusloeHabketiKm^to' wHieh/ he h tycd before (he 2 
HolkwOheilies befbce avvkncs Jind iilcdittoiirof it ? AsiheirfKe the member* 3 
df amert'tbodiekHit togeanhflr bf she bond of nature, oantiot be^Iledai^Hder ]| 
fi»mthebddfc ^di^if th^ be tiiUtfdiafiinder, death ttvftnccdkfoNew i fb^ahtorrft ]i 
that is vititfedtothebtKlie oPhia iicligioin bMthico , and tycd vntd them ifil 
(kongtt kitdcihenthe bdndof niture, %oy/i9y by the couenant whkh he hitA 2 
entred with the Holie-Ghofl, it cannot be thought,that he can atii« way tvi^hw ^ 
dn\rhhn(clf from cbekii;wich ^irhdm he is ihus rmkcd : and if he doe, he IciCkth ]] 
tbelifedfki«(btil«, aiidfdgcathel-witkhislifr,the|Rr;iceof theHoKe-Ghbft, af," 
dneth<tt) h«thi>rokeii the cooenant^whrch vpdn his^adtiift he made^ tlio^ (kf^ f f,c fcan. 
S, »4fH^ and muthihibtero the like purpoA, tndcdnolirdcth with' thf>9 dHittii* daUfic, 
tion :li9hcrefote^h(thaci9ftiebee«ievittdbcefteemedas condemned by thefenf « 
MiiceofTfutbitfelf,4i«ite:thatghJeih>gntar oc<a/it>nof /cahdal td<»thers , aitd «« 
by<hi»(UikximipledMrrretbochety'Cdhiiftatc him. He become^sheketdthaftKN <t 
fibl^oe: ltiie/tftdmrf>¥hif^tl>dfi$Hlf^i ht hA^tg/t^ 4tf hii mf( , d*id H^t'ht ht ^«. i».7. 
Af^^tA twt\)t dHiiiih^ tif9^ttk tt (b»lt fhait ilMl haaet)nc«eaHrit(blfl^adldng «« 
vponthitffeob)f,(^mi«fi)lc<i<wliHd>kimd<^«kr«,'ifiteii>peraMe',^(ft^ glttt'<< «• 
tdnk ^f>M4ddd , aitda4 Iddlfitbe^Mdoff^ aiidftMll)^«(ufi^ediAe!MrMmM M^ti^ m 
fvea.fmeka headtotigimdth«dtli|ttiildf tfMilce; Beheld (h<it whkh'Wef^yd be^ 
fore ; he that falleth from fo eminVfltf an tkite^ mtsd nmlf brdfc him(l;)f hi tf 
patfsof ^it^Ybute, itid'cdi^tiiikrff ratWM kk«>il miMMet<df (hmt,««^y^ Ji/M 
iv«fnrtlVtlfff>tHls'|fliee; . ; •? . 

13, 9, :Ai»i^Hm i«dtKhi;t(i ff hetiimtf IH'dMv IliewMf f^t^fiee'. I phiirdy<ebMfVff^ & ^m « 
befdft our toitl ^dtf . ^hdi^wkhip^m^Mf fbiU*; fiwrnnliij time thari' bi)^e« 7.^ ,! 

fdferueGod, asThetiehardty i^Mmd(b<KUy>ili«hvtflcWth<j^thiehMaib^^iH <. 
Monafterictf, Tot hatk'no(fo4ii^^M<«(t^ifc«htht(f'rfrf , ihMhM^ietofMiotttdfMeL „ 
itaflerieitrdtfiitt think (rWMflif'tlll>>ilvAf\vi1tMfeir|ll M Al^tfly^s Me^tM« ^t*'^M\{ 

m bemdreluft"; i\ti^\€^M\^\\^^MfM^^^kmi(iUH}k.'S'iW^Hbi^ 

afm sermons (Meth fbn)H%«^i]1ll^l{MNf|(gef»^i1llll^bMhNc^ 
poralgdddiiwhicH tli*y^m!iW« t<rtefalArem»#<l<to*f,'iA8^i«itt*^rhetkeir^: if f.Ephrm. 
rfrer th« renundhiridn; atidthe gl«)iigi<dWer«f M^fMrMM^cMlift ^6f fif^v * <Hatf /^ Ty.*** ^ 
beglmiett)halrift'his'ertdeauoU^^<Jt«ttiM<; •li*by*liihPeBd KtW de^aft^m'the '••*"'• 
rii;htwav, and looke back againc, he Oial bean example to orhetl/ in thfflifV,ahd *' 
am this^f^/hut OfMef^tht' Jl!iv%dMtU( tfi^btMIM ^ I^We^thiedftlie compenie, 
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of Saints, yea tod co Kis pvcDCS thlfdiics his retchldTeneswil beaconfsfionZ 
his friends wilfalawiyforgrcef , and his enemies ccipyce at hisflochfiilnei and 
niine. His kinsfolks and aliyci wil wifll him dead , becaafe naked of cartKjie 
things, he hath not layd hold of heaiienlie things , but vndec pretence of Pictio 
(looped to thcyoake of the DiiieI;His parents, lament the loflie of. bis fouk^ he 
himfcif, that is thus feduced in hart , and bath corrupted his wayes^ihakine'ofF- 
vcrtue , becometh impudent , and is not a(hamed to doe ihamefol things \ fSr he 
neither feaietb men , nor weighcth with hirafelf the wrath of God. And as ibtm^. 
f'fuif Whtn hi shdt com* int9 th dupth •ffmnts^ cmftmneib , fo falling into this great 
raihaes , he is afraid of nothing ; but like him that fold al his fuDftance, reUJDg 
his garment of ine(limableprice,vpooafurie,fiUesit with patches of cttorfeaod 
filthiedothiwhichifhevfeagaine, he cannot vfe it with honour and commco- 
dationtbuttohisreproachanddifgrace. For whowilnot laugh him to fcorne, 
feing him that ycftcrday iii' a Monaflerie had g7rt hitnfelf to the fecuicc of his 
BftttfrtndwtUiaginont (after the exam pie of our Lord IerusChri(l)today walking 
' wiihacompany of fcruant$?or who wil not blame him»that yefterday oiFhisownt 
accord, cm away al. temporal things, cmbsacing pouertic, and to day /Its vpon 
the bench iniudgemenx, andcarneltly rccalles that which before he had condem« 
ncd , and transfcirethis mind agaioe from heauenlic things ioeacthlie ? Al this dc 
' much more is of S, Ephrem, 

14. S, G/fg«n>atro inhisEpidle to Krajif/rNf , that was become anApoAate, 
and a vagabond^dcfcribeth at large the greeuoufnes of this (inne, aod among the 
rcA fayththus : Bethink thy fdf what habit thoa wcrt in , and acknowl9d(;c to. 
what thou artfallen, by negleding the punilhments which threaten thee from 
aboue.Confldcr therefore thy fault, while thou haft time. Tremble at therigour 
of the ludec that is to come , leaft then thou feelcit (harpe , when by 00 tearcs 
thou wiliDcablctocfcapcit. w^»i«»Mtf had vowed his money to God, which af- 
terwards ouercorac by perfwafion of the Diuel, he withdrew againej but thou 
knowcft with wlwt death he was puniihed. If thecffore he was woithieof ilie 
puniiliment ofdeath,that tooke away fiom God the money which he had giuen, 
conHder what punJihmeniinthe iudgement of God thou (halt be worthieof, that 
haft withdiawne, not thy money , but thyfelf from Almightie God,, to whom 
ibou hadft vowed thyfclf in the habit of a-Monk. 

15. And Crf/4ri»tin ope ^ his Homilies to his Monks : What can be mors 
grccuous then fuddenly to be rooted out of the place, to vy liich thy l-ordG^d had 
caUed tbce , where he firft t nligbtned thpe » into which aficc the mlferiesof this 
world he brought thee as to the hauen. out of a tescibletempeft? To forget vpon- 
ihe fwddcn thy brother hood, thy focietie , thy comforti.to forget the place where. 
thou hadft put off ihy ancient habit , and thy focular behauiour ? Birds louc theia 
aeaftsi-wildbeaftslouc tilie p);ice^ , whert sh«y haut been bred , they louc their 
dcnnes and paftures. And t^W «bUrh*ft vt^d*fa«pdiog ,ihat art endued w«h 
tcs{on , wUi thoU ^wk ^ W b(t fo voyd of fenft a ?$ «* jfttkw thy ownc pica- 
(uoes and intentions before iht,b«iKfits of Gpd, and follpw thy owne phancies, 
which to whaifoeuer hard labout , to whatfoeuer wrack-of faluation . and loilcs 
ttf thy foulc , iheydraw thee, thou fedea npt althis ^by rcafon of the cxtrcamc 
bafenesofthy barr, , . > • • r k* /» 

i4, S. Ub» anf*fimt atfo vfit a k>pg and <;teWfi«>J^P»Al? 9^ «hi^ ' "bictr, 
10 nt»J»rt a Monk that was fallen , and beginneth it in this mourneful manner ► 
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who wil giue water to my head , and to mine eyesafountainc oftearesr and as s. [$ ckryf. 
followcth .exprefling grcatqreef 5 and againefpeakcth thus vntohim : Thou re- i?/ ♦. 
icding the commandment of our Lord, a Lord fomeekc and humble, doftftoope •* 
CO the cruel command of a Tyrant, that oBpugneth our faluation , wi:liout anic •• 
feeling of compaflion ; Thoii breaking the fweet yoak, and cafting away ihe •• 
light burden , infteed of them, haft put ehy ncckiniron-chaines, and, whichis - 
more.liaftofthy owne accord hung about thy owne neck a roil-ftonc. V/hcn " 
therefore doft thou diink thou canft'ftay thyfelf, that haft drowned thy mifcra- •• 
bic f«*ulc in Co great a gulf, and brought ihyfclf to an exigent, which driueth »• 
thee alwaycs further and fuitlier into the dcepc ? The woman in the Ghofpel Umj. 
when flic had found her groae , called her ncighbouis togca her to be parta- " 
icfs of her ioy, faying: l{eieycfvnhmr. But I calling friends to- cather for a quite " 
cotJtrariccaufc, wil fay vnto them : Lament with me, in- urnc , and crye-out ** 
pittifully with tearcs ;for a creat lofTc is come vpon vs , not of gold , or filuer, *• 
or prctious ftones , but of nim that is more pretious to vs then al thcfe i of him *• 
that fayling togcaihcrwith vs,this great and vaft fea, being caftouct board, I ** 
know not how , is faUm^o the dcapth of perdition. ** 

17. But y.Brrfi4r</rpeakethheauicft«faI the reft, not toone that was fallen from , . ^ 
Religion to the world , but gone only out of one Religion to another more loofcly „" |„'^, 
goucrned , & had for it leauc fro ihc Popej 8c yet he fayth thus vnto hin» : O fcnfe- about 
IclFechild, who hath enueiglcd thee not toperforme thy Vowcs, which thy lips golnjifrom 
hauc vttered > and what dothanie man flatter thee in vaincwithihe Abfolution °''J^^'*" 
froni die Pope, fcing ihefcnience of God doth bind tliy conrcicn?e } N# mjn, fayth ^^^ /J^f,',"" 
[\t^pHUm^hnh4ndt9th( plough 4ndlo9l<^inpyA(f{^is^t for tht Ktns^d«mtojlt4utn. Looke icflclhift. 
into thy hart, examine thy intention,aauife with truth. Let thine ownc confciencc S. irrwrrf 
anpA'er, wherefore thou wentft away, wherefore thou forlookcft thy Order, thy ^^ i. 
Brcihren,thy place? if to liucniorc auftcrcly,more vprighily , more perfectly , thou " 
ai t fecure , becaufe thou baft not looked back ; if other wife , doe not mind high ** 
thing*:, but fearc. Thus writethS. Btrtidtd in that Hpiftic , which is famous tor 
the notable miracle which hapnedinthe writing of it. And his words ought to 
uiakethegreatcrimpre(noninvs,becaufe,asluy,themanvvhomheblameihfo 
much, returned not to the world,but went only toan inferioQr ftate of perfedi5, 
& yet fo great a man as y. Brr»4ri, and foful of the light of heaucn as he was,doth g.t,m4ri 
not ftick to condone him as one that had looked back. And being asked the que- rp 9i- 
ftion at another time, he anfwereth not in hiiowne,but in y.Gr^^«nt*i words: htr ^ '^'Jt »• 
fo , fayth he , writerh titholieVtpt Grtgorie in bit faflordl : Wbofttnn hdth rtfthed tt vn- ff*''- ' *' 
dtudi^t dgredttrgotd , bdtb mddt tlA Itfferiood which be mifju hint d$tft , -vnUvtful v»f9 
hm, jindfproMtit^ fx briftgeib tl)€ itftimtnie of the Ghtfptl fdj/in^ : Kobodie pmtlnf^kis 
band to tie plough & locf^ing hdi k^^iiftfofthe Ktndomt of f^ednen ; tT tUrtfpon concludtlh: ' "' >' 
llttkreforetbit purpofedin (lrongefende*uonr ^itconmnced to totl^t ^if^ if forgoingtbe 
^tutnjht bend himftlfto tht Itfftr. And tbefdme S, Gregorie in hit third H tmilie vpon fjr- 
ihitl : There be feme thdtperfotwe indeed tU vnr{t Vfhicb tkj ^wetr , dnd performing them^ ^ ^^*S ' '; 
purpefe better things\bHt ynfdying tbtmftluet dgdint, they dlter from the better which they h.id ^' "* '^' 
pufpoftd. Tbey due the ^aod ibingi xfbich tbeyhddbegitnne,bMffdinlfra the bemr ^hnh tity 
b/d fhoniht to doe. Theft men ceridinly fteme in ihe tudgmem of men to (Idnd , haf itftre tht 
tjfetcfAlmightieGtdihejdrefdden from their pntpofeMtWuS, B*rn4r<ibrin,us«uit -'f ?. 
Gre«trie,6c the authorities of two fo great Saiius meeting togcathcr ,ma';c tint ,:,\:/M 
which they fayd , the ftrongcr. Cccc 4 r^. A«i ., 
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18. And wc iniy coidentlf cendnae vpon k , dutifkbc a wicked ihinTJiZl 
from a RcJigion tltat is peifcd , to one dm if kflc pcrfcft , and he dut doth To 
fl»il not cfcapc the iudgcmcnt of God i how much more wicked iiic,tofaltram 
R cligion into the dirt and mire ofibe world ?5ome labour to ckoiIc their inoo^ 
ftancic , pretending that diey retarnc not «> the world , to retume «o their fionei 
but are rcfolued to liue vprightly and kade a vertuous life , which by thegricc ol 
Cod ( which fiorlaketh no bodie ) ihey hope to doe, & that it importeth n« vvhcte 
ihey liue, fo they liue wcl. Agalnft which foolifti and pa nicioustrrour wemiahe 
fay manic things •, but one word of 5. B4i isfuAcient to ftop theitmouihei' 
Whofoeuer jfayth faCjforfakcth tiic Colours of Chrift, bccauk he thinkcch he 
may notwiihftandiog praftifc vertuc , and plcafc God , is wonder fully deccaued. 
For he that in acourteof life , not cumbred withdiftraaiue cares > and therefore 
kifc fubicft to iinnc , could not wiihftand his aducrfaric , how can it be thought, 
that in a life,in which tlicre be fo manie gates open to finnc , and where it is in 
his o wnc power firccly to vfc his libcrtic , be wil doe anie thing that is vcrcuous » 
And y« tlwugh w« gram he may , he can neucr efcapc the infamie of hauing reuol- 
ted from Chrift, as thofc Difciplcs whom the holie Euangclill openly reproueth 
when he fay th : A^dmsnit •fthtdifdplti we»r b^tk, , dftdnow did not wal^t with Itfm, 
fsjiini:ThisW9rduUrd» And then alkadgeth manic arguments , to (hew how dam- 
nable this inconftancic is , and particu1arly,that they that fuffer themfelucs to be 
thus put by theirplacc, and lecfc their footing, become a laughing-ftock and 
mockcrie to al , and togeather with the lofTc of their owne foules , Vandalize al 
kind of people, giuing them occafionto think, that the fcruicc of Chrift ijintol. 
ierablc. 

10. But enough of this hideous offence, and perhaps more then enough ,con. 
fidcriiig the matter is fo fo vvie and deteftable. Wherefore ler vs reiurne toourfor- 
jncrdikourfeoftliefwectncs& happines, which God hath fo abundantly heaped 
vpon this cftatc; for there can not be a greater incitement and encouragement to 
pci fcucr in it , then if wc know truly what it is , and how great a guift of God. Let 
cucrie one make account , tiiac thofe heauenlie words'of the Apocalyps were fpo- 
«•//<> j.ii. ken to himfclf : Htld thsti^Mh thtu hsfi ^ihat nt mun fihty l^kf thy cr»wne. For the 
fcruicc of God may be truly calted a Crowwe , which (ignifycs honour and dignrtie, 
and aPrincelieftatc.Thisis the Cr#wiie which we muft hoU,iharn$h(hef4fi(itfrtm 
-vs i that is, endure whatfoeuer pay ne,troubk, labour, «ufteritie,7ca parte with 
o\n' vcrie liucs , rather then pane with it. 

ao. But what can we alkadge more effc^al to encourage al Religioui people 
in that which thry iiaucin hand, then thatdifcourfe,which (a$^. jHh*n*fiin\t' 
ccrdcih) S. Anih9ni€ was wont to hold to his followers ? And becaufc it is the dif- 
courfc of fo rare a man , and fo vniucrfally agteethto al Religious people, and 
layethliuely before vs the happines which wceniov in Religion, I haucmadc 
choice of it,as the fitteft to conclude therewith this whole Treaiifc of a ReligiouJ 
State. And this it is : In this prcfent life the prices are equal with the thine? which 
wc exchange-, and he thatfclleih , rcccaueth not things of i;reater value trom him 
ihaibuyeth. Butthepromifc ofeuerlaftinglifeiipurchifeJata lowraic. For it Is 
urittcn : ''hedjyesofcitrliftfhret'fmt4t$(ittny4m. When rliercforc wcfljal haiic 
Jiucd fourcfcore, or a hundred yeares, labouring in the feruiceofGod , in the life 
to come we Ibal not faigne iuft f« much tinic, biu foMheyeares which 1 haue 
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^' ^ ^' ^^^_} Q V s S TATE, Lib, in, Caf, XKXjni. ^^^ 
fayd , the kingdomeof alagcslhal be giuenvs, Wc flialnut inherit cat th but 
heauen,and leaning this corruptible bodie,wefhal icceaue it with inooriuption. ' 
Tiierefore , my Children , let not tedioufnes wcarieyou, nor the ambition of* 
vainc-gloiie delight you. The fffftrin^s tf this timt are noi condtgne to the jntHre ', 
^Urift which thai be uutaled in ys. Let no man, when he lookcs vpon the world, ^ 
ihink he hath left great matters ; for the whole eauh compared with the im- ^ 
iDcnfitic of the heaucnsjisliile.lfthercforcrcnouncingthc whole world, we can- ^ 
not fay,we giue a iuft value for thofe heauenlie habitations, let eueric onereflci^^ , 
vpon himfclf I and hewilprcfently vnderftand , that hauing contemned a fmal , 
treafure , or a litle houfc , or a fmal portion of gold, he hath neither caufe to ^ 
gIorie,asif hehad forfaken great things, nor to repent himfclf, as if he were , 
to rcceaue but litle. For as a man fcts liUe by one peecc of brafle to gaine a hun- ,, 
dred peeces of gold , fo he that hath forfaken the Empire of the whole world, ^ 
ftial rcceaue a hundred-fold of better rewards in that fublimc Throne, Finally ^ 
wemuftconfider alfo , that though we would kecpe our wealth , we fhal be „ 
taken from it, whether we wil or no, by thecoutfe of death. Why therefore do , 
we not makeavcrtue.of ncccftitic? whydoewenot voluntarily foifakeihat, to , 
naynethckingdomeoVhcauen, whichwemuft lecfc when cur life is at an end ? ^ 
Let vs confidcr that we arc feruants of ourLord,and owe fcruicc to him that hath < 
created vsi let no man by looking back imitate the wife of £.o//;,efpccially fcing , 
our Lord hath fayd,that«o W4W thdt putteih his hdtid lo the flouol)4tidlotl{ttl)bd(f^^^ u „ 
Watthit tfilektnidme •fheauen, Tolookeback,isnothingels ,but torc|>cntour- « 
felues of that which we haue begun, and to entangle ourKlucs .igaine in world- ^ 
liedefircs,Denot,lbefccchyou,afraydofthenameofvettue, as if it were im- „ 
pcflfiblci let not this exercife feeme ftrange vnto vs, or hard to contc by, it depm- ,« 
deth ( the grace of God preceding ) of our free wil j Man hath a natural inclina- „ 
lion to this work , and it is a thing v/hich cxpeflethonly our good wil j whcr- i.Ctr.oM- 
vpon our Lord in the Ghofpclfayih : TU frn^dtmt of C»d tt wuhin yon. This 
wchaue culled out of a long difcourfc ot S,Antbonie's , which euciic one 
niuft take, and ponder , as fpoken to himfclf, that fcing by the grace and 
goodncs of God wc are entred into this holie race of Religion , wc may 
continue to rnntie Co in it , as wc may one day happily obisjnt. 
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r/?^ Co7iclufion of the whole Work., to Secular people, 

CHAP. XXXVIIL 

E muft now at laft addrcfTc ourfclues alfo to Secular DCoofe 
though not to jl, but to whom God hath vouchfafcd from heT 
ucn fomc raycs of a Religious vocation. Others that haucreceil 
ucd no fuch light , it is neither lawful forme to mouc thcmin ir 
nor am I willing to meddle with admonifhing them, but fotthit 

whichbclongethtothcirdutic,oiheidircoutfesarcmorclimDe 
for them. • 

i. But tl»ey whom God hath vouchfafcd fo great a benefit , as to caft his eye 
vpon them. ««(/ behoU them fiinng.^s it were , inthtCufictHt-biHft.taiiimnim 
r/^fi>/;jri<,liathiouitcdtl»em, from earthlic thoughts, & worldliefafliioni toihij 
hcauenlicmanncrofliuing,ftandinnccdoffomebodietoadmonifli,tocjihort,to 
help t cm forward in thishappie courfc. For manle encounters ftandexpealng 
tliem ,p«rtly from the DIuel their forrain Enemie, partly from their owne fleftLan 
Enemicmoic dangerous , becaufc the warre is within the land. And thoughcuc. 
rrc one,by that vvhich he findeih by experience within himfclf, may eafily vndet- 
ftand.vvhat kindofaflaults ihefcafe,yetit wil not be amifTe to hcare what S.Grr* 
imt fay th of them in thcfc wordjiln tlic firft beginning of our cfiuerfion wehaae 
great f6rr»w \ for when a man confidcring his owne offenccs,dcfircstobreakein 
funder the feiiers of worldlic cares,& walkc the way of God by the path of a fafc 
conucrfation , & caftoffthe heauie burden of temporal dcfires,to carric the fwect 
yoak of our Lord in a free mSner of fcruitudc : while he hath this in his ihoughti, 
the carnal delight, which was familiar with him.meeteth him in the way,& being 
fro a lone; time growne in cuftome,the longer he hath vfed it,the ftrcightcr it do- 
fcth with him,andfuftcreth him to paitc'the flower from iu And whatforrow 
is there, what anxietie of hart , when on the one /idethe fpirit calleth , and on the 
' thcr fiJcthc flcOidrawcth back ? onthconc fide the louc of a new conucrfation 
inuitcth.on thcothcrihccuftomeof our ancient wickednesrefifteihjon the one 
fide, his hart burnes with dcfire of the heauenlie Countrey , on the other fide he 
endures in himfclfihepayneofcarnalconcupifccncei which alfo doth in feme 
, fort delight him againft his wil. This is S, CegorU't difcourfe of it; nnd v« that 
frelh fpuldiers cfpecially may not be difliartncd , let vs fee further, what hiccouts 
audfupplycs God fends them,and how eafily they may goe away wiihthevido- 
, rie. Par this is that which followcthin him: But becaufethe Diuinegracedoth 
' not fuffcrvslongtobemolcacd with thefediflficuliies,bre.ifcingthefettcrsofour 
' finnes,hcquickiy btingeth vstothelibertieofthisnewconueifaiion, bycomf'-r- 
'iingvsi andihcenniing ioy folaccih our precedent forrowcs , irifomuch that the 
' r ;u!c of euer ic one that is c6uerted,doth fo mach the morcreioyce,when it obtai- 
' ncthwhatitdcfircd, by how much it rcmenibicth the grcefw as greater in the la- 
'bourtoobtaincir. His hartiscxccffiuely ioyfoSbecaufe now through hope of 
■ Iccuniic he apprcachcth to whom he dcfited, and rightly we may fay of him: 
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Utwil btfttcb G0ii, vfb§ ivil hepUdiea ww him^ 4t$d he shM ftt tm fm m mbiUmir, or; ^^ 
Ut bdtb dtiiutrtd bu /•■/f, thst it thtuU nHgt u dtfikUtM^ imi imt^g sbiiiitjee hfhi, 

9. If thcfcfofC the cafe be thus , as S, Gr^trit tellcf vf , who caa ba afrayd 
cf (iich skirmifhei as a«e» as we fee , both (hott , and fecondcd on our fide with 
fo manie helpi towards the viaorie? But firft of al, for the better fuccefle in it, ^ ^^^^ * 
we muft weane ourfelues from a conccipt, which if woncto be a great rub io »oria «rc 
this kind of dclibaation , as if they that forfake the goodt of this werld, loft nocbing. 
fome great matter , wherai in ttuih there is no great thing in them , nothing thae 
can be truly called good •, & though there were , they that doe forfake them, doc 
not indeed loofe them , but exchange them for that which is better , and of farrc 
oreatec value. Which is thar.of which 5. Brr»»i<r</putttihS«/>/;M,anoble andrich s Rfr.r^'. 
Ladie in mind,vpon ii lefoluiioo which flic had to forfake the world , and con- ««^ 5ofh>*m. 
fccrawhetfelfto God. The things Jdjthht, which thou abandoneft,are final, 
earthlic ttanritorie.Thatwhichthoudefireft,isgreat,heauenlie,eternal.l wil fay 
more, and yet fay but the truth : Thou fotfakeft dar knes, thou entrett into light; 
from the deapihofthefcas, thou rifeft to the harbour i from a mifcrableflaucrie, 
thou art refcued into a happieftcedome; finally from death thou pafleft to life 
For hitherto liuing after thine owne wil,not after the wil of God, Iming at thine 
owne direaion, not according tothe law of God.liuing thou wett dead. 

4 S',^wWfofthisreafonlikenethihcvoluntaricfenunciationofalthmg8toThat«hIcU 
ithing depofitedibecaufe when we depofiiate anie thing with a friend,we receauc ^^c re 
the felf fame thing againe at the time agreed on and haue this commoditic th.u n-'n^.. 
inthemeanetimeitisfurcvntovsinafafchand.ThushelpeakeihtovowcdVir- ^^^jj^^j 
cins:Let vs grant.that you muft fit downc with lofl'e of your paitimonic ; doe not «> ^^^^ /. 
thckincdome$ofheau«hercafterrec6p€fethelo(rcoffuchficklegoods?Though, udtv^i. 
ifwebeleeuethewordsofHeauen, thercis no bodic that flial haue left houfe. or « 
parents or brethren, for the name of Chrift, that (hal not receaue much more at - 
thefc time5,& in the world to come lifeeuetlafting. l>ut thy iruft in God.ihou that .. 
irufteft man with thy raoney,puiit intoGod's hands. He like a good keeper of the ., 
hope,whichwcdepofitateinhira,wilrepaythetalentofhistrurt,vviihmuhiplicd ,. 
vfe Truth doth not deceauc,luftice doth notcircumuct, Vertue doth not beguile u 

5 The force of which tcafon of ^.^/»W«f was declared by a heauenhevihon 
which hauned to S. Umenct lufiinUn, For it is recorded of him, that when he 
about nineteen ycarcs of age , at which time youth is moil Qipj^erie and molt 




God.which tooke the fliape of man vpon me to rcforme «nan-kind. J; ''^-;;f«f« 
theripon reply in^,that he moft w illingly tooke her for las fpoufcOie k.lTed him, 
and with great expreffion of ioy , as he concealed , went her way And not bng 
.fter.hebetakinghin^felftoaMonafterie to effc(athemarru.gewh.ch was offe- 
red him.found by experilce,as we hauefayd.that he was not only no loofer by 1^ 
bui^otmMchmorcihcnhchadintbc worW, andthingsofm^omparablepro-. . 



Dddd X 



598 



op THE HArpIMES 



••ll.f.- 



Ttv 

• : ■ I >' V 1 
iuticrajlc, 



S. ft i( torn. 



Fxriciivf 



Kci 



C>. Thi. coiiccijit thcicforcof thci;reatncs oteirihlie things being remoucd 
wc mud alfo banirti a certain fcarc, which fomc people haiic, Icalt thcdiftculiiil 
of a Kcligious liFc be vnfuppoctable , and more then the forces of our fraylcna- 
t lire arc ablr to bearc,or at Icaft , that if a man hauc fo much hart as to abide them 
he mud needs line a heauie vncouth lifei which,to fay the truih,is but an idlcciijj! 

t!iflifearc.For,asII)auc(hewedatlargcbefore,wcmuftnotfowholyfiMoureye$ 
vj.on that which we fee outwardly of Religion (which I muft confeireiifomc. 
wliatfcucrc ) but that withal wemuft lookc into that which is inward, which a, 
laycsal the Icucritic.and indeed takes it quite away, and ^'jues a man fuch inward 
fwcctnes ,as notliingcan be more plcafant then a Religious life, which is one of 
the ai^umcntswhich S.Miirtme vleth to HthtdorM, writing thus vntohim:Doft 
thou f care poucrtie? But Cht \ fk f Ay th, the f$$re4r€ bit ffed. Doth labour dant tbec} 
Uut no Chapion is crowned without fweatingfor it. Doft thou takt* thought for 
meatc & dtii.ke>but Fay tii fceletb no hungcr.Ari thou afrayd to brufe againftthc 
bare ground thy hollow limmeswith fading? ButGod lyeth with thee. Doth the 
il-fauouicdhayrcofthy ncglefted head artVightthec?but thy headisChtift. 

7. But what need vveftand vpon force of rcafon in a thing, which we may fee 
vvitii our eyes- For partly we rCadc , partly wedaylyreebefore/s,fomaniecxaiu« 
t f! at plC'oftlxjD.ihacfoifaking the world, hauc liucd, anddocthisdayliueinRdi- 
ciflc, gion withcxccdluc ioy and contentn»ent,as it is wonderful Had they not bodies 
"<■ '1 and fouler fucli as we haue? If vvaichingthereforeand fading, theyoakofObe- 
fj"^"* dicncc,thc incoinmoditic of Poueitie,finallyal kind oflabour and paynes that can 
betaken by nun , were to them light and delightful , what weaknesisit forvs 
alone, to imagine eucrie thing fo burdcnfomc, and fo intolerable i Had not they 
the fame nature,the fainc God, no accepiour of pcrfons, father to al, comfoucr of 
aI?This is the conruleraiion,which in the like exigent holp that great S.jMonli»\ 
S. xJuiuft. and abfolutly thrud him vpon thercfoluiiun, which he tookeofabandoningtlic 
8. C'Hif. t4. worid^andofalthofethat hauc been reclaymed from thebroad and fpacious way 
"• to tlic narrow path ofChrift, for ought wefind written, none cuer went foffaf■. 

f ully to work , and hunc vpon fo maiiie delayes, as he did, according tt his ownc 
relation, wilting of thclc his difficulties and demurres, and of the h( rioui which 
he had ofa new life, in regard of his old cudomes,wliich had taken fo deep toet 
in hifi). And yet heoucrcame the al,as I fayd.with this thought, how manie with- 
out tiuT.bfr, not only like to himfeJf, but farre weaker then he,inregard of their 
aj^e 01 /"cxe , went chearfully through with this kind of life, Andthercarehis 
^ \\ Olds: On that Hdc that I had benrmv face to goe,aiid where I trembled to paflc, 
„ here wa< layd open before me the chad worthines ofContinencie, chcaiful,and 
„ not dillolutiy men ie,hunedly enticing mc tocome,& that 1 ihould not niifdoubi, 
„ reach i ng f<n t h»io reccaue me & embrace mc he r pious hands ful of w hole troupes 
„ of g')od ("iamples. There 1 faw fo manic boyes and gyrlesj there a great dealcuf 
.. voiirhA' al a.':e5,'',r3uewidowes,& ancient maydes;& amidd them al,Coniinen» 
^ cir itfclf^not bancn, but a fruitful mother of fonnes ofioycs of thee, 6 Lonl, her 
„ huflvMiil, And flic laughed at me, with a kind of laughter that exhorted me,as who 
Ihould fayrlliah nctthoubeabletodc e that which thefe& thefoOr could thefc 
and thcfc d c it of themfelocs, and not rather iniheic LordiheirGod? Who* 
f cucrtiKi efoif dial find hiitifclf in this kind of wandring mind, let him fet be- 
i re him , as S. Aujnfin ,\h\i p©urtr«turc of Comincncie and iicligloo . and 
- I vuutf 
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"^th* wines thetof fo manie thoufands-of men and women , lime of yoogu, 
rm. of elder yeares , that in the world fcr the mod part liued ri Jily.comm.ii. 
IX deliciouOy.andyetafterwards embracing Religious poueitit liucd .n 
SriAcourfcof life with great feruour and contentment , and with no Ufic 
frrnrur hauepcrfeucred in it to the end.Whcm would not fuch a f.ght ctK:oura;^c? 
v« whom would it not prouoke to put himfelf alfo into companic to be one of 
fod*eareaflockofourLord,andbegUofit> 

8 We mid^t beer lay togeather man.e other mc.tcments to ihrs purpofe , as 
thc(i.ortnescfthelifeofman,.hevanitieofaltemporalthmgs.thefcaiccfdeath 
c^e dancer of heMire, the hope of euerladmg rewards .0 Hcauen , the beaut.eof 
Relliou. comfe, appearing in the vcrieoutw ard habu,and ga.c and behau.our 
of llXi^uspeopI^ wherof fometimes one, fou.eiuncs more ot them tu.eather, 
hit ebeen forcible mcanes to draw people, as m realon they n,ay,U<:m^K loue 
0ftheworldtoReligion5butlpaHbtoafcwexamp.csof.hen,. . . ;r 

«'wereadeinthehirt<.rleoftheOrder ofS./....../;. o a njh t.obIcman ^. ^^ < 

wlofe name was Fl.ir/W, that hauing fpent vpon fume ed.uaUxc fton, the - ^^ 
woedy"nfeading,fporti«g,a^ 

n new and codlieapparrel, at night reHeetu^g vpon.t he began to thmk^oe, ^.,^^^,^^.^ 
Kbecomeofanhisfcadwehnuebeenanwhe.e.,alclKiolu«e 
vhhh r i it cone ? And weighing with himfelf, that as that day was gonTand ,orlJ. 
Taffilc^edofourlifewo^W 

kSit, and that nothing would remaine but farrow and repentance, hebe- 
^ke himfelf the verie next day to Religion s ainl feru.ng God man.e yeares m k, 
was faml for fan^itle U learning. And in the fame Order about the fatrjc t.me 
rneVmG.«v''^vvasrenownedbothforholinescfhle,amlleaunng who^ 
conucrted vpinafmaloccafion in diew , yet fuch an one as nught piandy n.cw ,^,^^, 
Ihe vanirie of the world. For being nephew to theB.fl.op of ^-h^^M.and hu.dmg ., ,^ , . 
manie fat Benefices by his meanes before he was of yeares for .c and fpendmg ,,j,,,,^^, 
he of sof them in^vainepleafures and pride-, it hapnedthat as he was one day ofu. 
r ding kr a yong gallant with his conforts about the C.tc.e he fcl mto a fit h.e 
fttf, nd beingtaken-vpal wetand miiie,theboyes ofthe jlrcet laughed cthm,. 
and der ded him bitterly ; and the man was fo alhamed , and f<> angne u uh hnu- 
flfwLl,tlutheprefLtlyfaydwithinhimfelf:Se,ng haucferued.heworld 

andrtlathdealtthtswithme Iwildedewiihitacfl^^^^^ 
!t ti e r dant refolued to put himfelf into the feruice of God . wh.ch not long 
Tft h di to h^^^^ the Ciuie. intheReheu^us Familiewhich 

Hi d At^othe was mouedtoihelikc eourfebythefeare orheh fire For hu.ng "cl^c. 
oXy inalkindofpleafure,andfufferingnomanto open h.s momh vnto hnn 
about he forming of himf^^ a Religious man going once tp ^e^ h'^^P^ ^. ^.^^. 
curteHc a their paning fpake this onlie fentencc of the Prophet ; yj^Jfrfhi, ihi Bf.i.n- 

nto h m th t hecould thinkof nothingbut wormes and moath« , and laboucng 
to put o i kfcme a thought out of his head by play and^other PO'!"" -"-K 
his companions , he .^ asrather worfe ; and therupon veflcamg , that .f the b r c 

h nking of that*punid.ment wa.fo vnfupporjable ..'^^."^^^VorU^cJLfr 
rable would the puniflimcnt itfelf be? andycaldmgthe field to God, he confe, 
ciaicdhimfclfvr.tohiminReli-ion. nddd xo^'****' 
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The i. y<« lo.At B»/»^ii4vpon the fcftfctginningtimoft of the Order of S.D«i»»i»i<i4g,^ 

ofilcAucfl, learned man was drawne vato it by confidcrarion of the imnienfitie oftheSm 

of hetacn. For ^gmtUm t principal man of that Order prcachiiig withgS 

concourfe and great applaufe \ this man , whofe name wai "Mtmmt , was woac 

aJwayeito fliunne his conucrfaiion and Sermons , much fearing he (hould {« 

catchedby him. Yet vpon a S^Sttphen's day being drawneby imporcunitieoffoiac 

of his acquainrice to a Sermon, he was taken inftantly with the vctie fiift wocds. 

For his text being : BehilJ^l fte tht fcw«ir»«;»w,hebeganiodifcourfevponiitothif 

cfTcft : That now the gates of heauen wereopen , andanie man might eater it thtt 

would,& be happie j But they ihatfliould negleft this occafion, & Aut their harti 

CO God, (hould nnd alfo the gates of heauen flmt againdthem^and would ocuer be 

able CO get in. The man needed no more ; for hit hare being changed fuddeoly^ 

though before he was much auerted ftom a Religious life, he purpofed to enter 

into Religion \ and when the Sermon was ended he went to B^tgindld^ dc opened 

his mind vnto him , and moreouer made a vow , that he would effe^ir. 

ii.NoIelTe admirable was that which hapfiedcoone^ii^rnvi who^atwereade; 

vAndrtw was famous in the CtfimUn Order. For.beitig Archdeaconof f0y«/ii»,noblybornc 

Archdca. md wealthie, he cameto ddirtuaux , that he might be an eyc-witnes of ihevertttw 

cpn of of tin houfcof which he had heard fo much , It bei ng then but newly begun ; not 

"^ *"!* hauing the lead thought himfelf to take vpon him anie fuch coutfe. But cmiiog 

Rcfr^lon ^^ ^"'^ ^^^ Chapter-houre( where ai the Religious were met )to the end to commend 

^"'"' himfelf to their prayers , and beholding tnc order,and filence.and as it were the 

Angelical, habit of that holie aflemblic,he wa« very muchmoued at it; I: the fpiric 

of God feazing his heart, was wholy changed into another man,& inflamed with 

fuch a dcHre of embracing that courfe ,that he refolued not fomuch as to delay 

tkneto goehomefor a wnile.either to bid hisacquaintanccfarewelyOrtodifpofe 

ofhismeanes.butprefencly brealving withal the world.heforfookealinftamly to 

adhere to Chrilt. 

u, S,Nic*lds Toltntin was in like manner changed vpon a different occafion. For 

an ./fi*gi*/?i«-Fri<i' preaching in the open Erects vpon thof: words of S, Ithn i D*t 

Dangers of not ieMe this World, Hif the ihmf^swbichdreinthevforld : and difcourfing at large, and 

the world, ^y\^\^ m[ich vchemencie, of the vanicic and dangers of the world,this NictUshdn^ 

i.Mrt.i If. thcnayongman ,and ftanding there by chance, was fo inflamed with this dif- 

courfe, ihatrcfoluLngtoleauethe world , he went prefently to the Monaftetic 

with the Preacher, Co foone as hehad ended his Sermon. 

I J. Manielikecffcds hath our Lord and Sauiour wrought in our dayes,& doth 

dayly worke among mcn.Onc of our Societie was moued to forfake the worid,to 

which he was much engaged in affedion , by a thought of Eternitie. For this he 

difcourfed with himfelf : Betweene that which is limited, & that which is infinit, 

there is no proportion jacconfequemly not only one life which a man iiath.buC 

though he had manic liuei , if it were poffible , it were nothing incompatifon ol 

theeternal rewards. , , 

H.Another^that whilehe liued in the world wasa great Lawyer.^ tookcroucn 

^/""T P>y«^" »n hisClients caufe$,at laft refolued thus with himfelf: Seing a man mult 
ouc.a:d» f,boiirandtakepaine$mthislifc,itismuchbeitercotakepaynesforGod,who 

rewardethhisferuantsfobountifully,thenfortheworld, where oftimes we hauc 

norcwardatal , or averyfmal and fliortrecompcnce, Vpon which conCderaiiOO 

ht ^cfen:!y cnticd ipco our Societie. 
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•^"J Willi earth, and grounded but'inca^hlic tliingsVu^vrvVrwo^^ 

the foulc of man , dcfccndcd from iicaucn , and borne to hcaucniic ihinps a fl I 
bought and wadicd with the facred bloudofthc lining God.& made mcJeS 
thcninowin that hcaucniie bath,to plunge itfelf in fuchmuddicarcamcs hauitw 

athandfuchfouncaincsofhuingwacr/piingingcolifecucrlamng'thcpIeafiirM 
& dciights,! fay.of a Religious life-, plcafurcs that arc chaft,vnfpottcd vndcfiled 
plcafurcs which hcer delight and fpring-vp to life cucrlafting. bccaufc ihcdeMc 
wh.ch we hauc in them , doth not diminilli but cncieafc our reward in ihclifcco 
come , in regard it makes vs more chearfully apply outfcluts to the fcruicecfour 
T!ic ^'^a. It hath at hand the Hundred-fold promifcd vs by our Sauiour , as the proui. 

^^catucs of hon for our chaiges,during this our pilgrimage , the folaccof our ptefem hboor' 
• -"- theearncft-pennic and pledge of our future rewards. And what hath the woild 

comparable to this Hundrcd-fold/cing certainly this isa hundred limes bcyoodit 
be icncu.'rfo great ? Wherefore, if to liue contentedly , loliuc pleafantiy ,toliuc 

happily.be our defite^why doc we fcckcitelsvYlieie,butwhcrcChrift our s'auiour 
where Truth itfelf doth tel vs,ic is to be had? If a man Hiould promife vs of worlds 
licgayne,twenticorfomewhat more for one, it would not be long before we 
iJiouId put al the money we hauejnto his hand, & morcouer fcl al to make money 
ofit.toihecnd to place it fo profitably ; and yet the man inwhomwerepofeour 
ti ull.is a man,and may dcccaue vs, he may alter his mind , he may Iccfe al & bcconjc 
b.inck-rouci But whom did God eucr dcceauc,or how can hcpollibly deceaueanie 
man, or grow IcOc then his word ? fooner wil he leaue lo be God , then one iot or 
one tittle of his promifes (hal be voyd. 
•.18. S,B€fMMrdthcrcfotc had great rcafon to fay : In the meanc lime, from whence 
^ foeuer they arc to receaue a hundred-fold , To it be a hundred-fold , fo it be wordi 
'' a hundred timesas much, let it plcafc, let it delight, let it comfort, and be loucd 
*' a hundred timcsmore then anic thing ell. Whatmadnesis it for men tobeback- 
^' ward in forfakingone for a hundred ? where is thecouctous ? where is the am- 
" bitious? where isthe difputer of this world? what ? Is the coueioufnes of men 
'^ aUeepe,andgrownc cold in matter ofaflurcd negotiation , and moft gaincful 
j' rnarts ? what lew wouldft thou refufe in this kind , 6 man , that haft rcccaued 
^' the name of our Lord 1 b s v s C h r i s t invaync? Towhatfacrilegiouspet- 
'' ion , wouldft thou refufe to giue al that thou haft.for a hundred timesasmuch? 
" Strange newes ! but coming from him, that makes al things new j A man takes vp 
" ayoak,and findes reft ;leaueth al , and hath a hundred-fold. 
P^ i'lo tine . '9' And doubtlefTe , the true confideration of this hundred-fold, and of the 
n • : c! e. c inimenfitie ofthc rewards whieh we report, were able to make a man runncinto 
' i"'Mii the fire to purchafe it, much more to Pouertic and Obedience. But if pcople.not- 
withftanding fuch gayncs and fuch rewards as areofTcrcd them vpon theforfalcing 
ofthcir worldlie wealth and fubftancc, wil choofc rather te rcmaync wiih it, 
what folio wes? but that either we muft fay,they care not for gay nc, which cannot 
be, fcin^ naturally men loue ihemfelues and their profit excefliuely , or cal this 
iccompencc of a hundred-fold in <jucftion, which is the onlic thing which canbc 
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fly d, and which i£^if//»»i ( that famous man , one of the firft difciples of S, Fran^ 
at , and one whom heloued entirely for his great fan(flitie ) charged a fecular 
Dodour with. For, putting this queftion vnto him : Doft ihoubelceue , that 
the rewards are great, which God hath prepared for thenj that loue him and 
ferue him ? And the Dodour anfwering , that he did beleeue it : But I wil 
(hew thee, fayth Afidius , that thou dolt not beleeue it. How much art thou 
worth ? A thoufand crownes , fayd the man. If therefore ( replyed JEfidms ) 
thou couldft place ihefe thoufand crownes fo as prefently to h.iue a hundred 
thoufand for them, wouldft not thou inftantly employ thy money that way? 
fcing therefore thou doft not employ it fo , it is euident , that thou doft not , 
beleeue Chrift's promifes. Thus did Aitdiui argue to the point. , 

19. And thus much of the lolFe and diminiihing of our gaincs •, which, con- ;„.,,.^ 
fidering the bufines conccrnes ttttr tit ^ is of great importance. But it is much noTbcra- 
niurc important , and more heauie.and miferable , that befides the lolTc they ucd,v>i. 
runnc hazard of eternal damnation ; firft by leafon of the general danger, '^''^'f'^^y 
which al men are in , that liue a fecular life , as 1 haue Hiewed at large in the J^||j7 j'",' ^ 
courfc of tijis Trcatife ; and fccondly , by teafon of the particular hazard, '^ 
which tins nun or the other maybe in, in regard that perhaps for his particu- 
lar there is no way to be faucd , but in Religion \ and vnlcdc he take that 
courfc, he dial vndoubtedly pcrifli ; which I doe not fpeake of my ownc head, 
but it is a document of S, Cregtrit's in his Epiftle to the Empciour T^Umttms^ S.Ortg IM. 
where reprehending him for a Proclamation which he had caufed to be fct 1. r<i»//. 
forth, forbidding certain kind of people to become Monks, lie tellcih him, ^f-^' 
his law is vniuft , bccaufe m.inie may be Hiut out of heauen by it -, and giucs 
this reafon : for thoui^h manic may liue vprightly in the world, yet ( fayth he) 
there be manie, who vnlcflc they forfake al , cannot by anic mcmes in the 
fi^htof God be faued. Which faying of fo holie and fo aduifcd a man , as S. 
Oree^ttie was , ought in reafon to make great impreilion in vs ; for cucrie one 
may iuftly feare bimfclf , and hath no caufe , why he fliould not fcare , leaft 
he be of the number i and fpccially they that cither admit not of the vocation 
of God, or hauing entertayncd his holie infpirations, fly off agaync fiomthcm. 
For this ingratitude towards fogood a God , is that great oSenco, which S, 
Btrndrii tcrmeih a Scorching wind , dryin<» vp the fountain of pictie , the S. ^'rw/w. 
deaw ofmcrcie, the ftreamcs of grace. And if we confider tlie manner of pro- ''"* '"*' 
ceeding, which God is wont to hold , as himfclf giueth vs to vnderUand, we 
fiial thinke no Idfc \ for he doth not only with-hold his bountiful hand from 
them, tliat doe not encrcife and multiplie that grace which they haue rccca- 
ued of him , but takctfi from them that which he had giucn them bcforci 
and makeih good his ownc f tying in the Ghofpcl : T$ him that hMih ^ ii jImI '»♦ .i> h. 
ht«iutn^dndht shdl abounti ydnii frtm him thAt hdth tior, ttttn ihdt which ht bdtl ,ihdl 
It tdl^tn frtm himf 

10, But the beautie and dignitie and comclines of a Religious life , is of AimcnJe- 
farre greater confideration , and ought much mote to moue vs to eukbracc ^^'^\'^'f<> 
it : fjKcially if we comp.ne it with the crookednes , or (as we may wel fay, """' 
confidering moft mens bchauiours ) the fovvlcncs and il-fauourdncs of ti.e 
world , as light with datknes. For Religion , as it profcfltiii and makc:h a 
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flww , is indccil a fttte of perfcdion : And yvhu is better , an^ metC 

foughc if^er in the wofW , thtnperft^ion ? We mike to grett sKceimt 

of a compleat houfe , of a hotfe Hiat is perfe^ty wet made , of t tree that ii 

finely gwnvne , that we are newer vrearie of looking vpon it , newrthjit| 

Y/€ can fuflklently eemtnend it. Wow much ought we ?n reafon admire 

the foule of nrtan , whieh of itfclf h fo perfcO^ a thing ? But adding niorN 

ouer the perfe^ion of verttic and fanditie, which ic hath m Relrgbn ,tt it 

doubtlelTe fo perffdiy beauttftil , and fo eomefie^that nothing vpon earth 

can be compared with it , nothing defcrtie more Icue and.eftcrme. In 

S rtitrmt whkh xcf^ych V. Htemme had reafoo to fty , as he did , to a noble man 

fp. 14. whom he laboured to perfwadc to focfake the world , and prelfird hrmin 

«. thefe worc!s : But thou^ wilt fey , this is an Apoftolical drjnitie , andbeloo- 

cc geth to him that wil be perfe^. And why wilt notthoualfobeperfed i why 

« iiuouKlfl not thou be thefiiil in the fsimitie of Chrill , that art fic(^ in the 

world > And indeed it is a wonder , how men that fo much dcfire to hiue 

al things , which are without tlicm, of the perfcftcft and coinplcatcil; ihic 

can be gotten , fhould' notwithftanding not only not defire the perfciJHon of 

their owne mind, which doth fo (arre excel the other both in worth, and 

proBc , and importance , but neglc<^ it , ai>d ofcimcs not fo much as looke 

a^'ter it , when they may eafily purchafe it. When thou art to buy afarme, 

fayth S". »/f«fg«/?irf', thou feekeft a good one j to m^rrie a wife , thou choo- 

Cei\ a good one ; wheii thou wouldft haue children , thou wouldft hauctliem 

good i If thou be to buy hofe and flioes , thou wilt baue no il ones: and doft. 

thcu loue an cull life ^ What hath thy Ufe offended thee , which alone iho« 

wiithaue to be il , that among at tby goodi,thy(clf be only euil? 

II. By which alfo we may fee , now litle ground they, have , thtc 
wiHinc to decline a Religious vocation , excuib themfelues by faying: 
God nath commanded no (uch thing , but left it free to eaerie bodie*^! 
choice i if he embrace it , it is wel ; it he do not » there is no offence com- 
'* mitted. Which fooKlh and inconfideratc kind of Argument , a fatiiet of 
** our Societie ; wel experienced in fpiritual thincs , once anfwered home, 
" and to the purpofc. For afHAing a Dodtour of Diuinitie in the Spiritu^ 
" Exercifes , and the Dodbour feeling himfelf called by God to Religion, 
** and labouring notwithlhnding to auoyd it by this kind of faJlacie , the 
** Father put him this cafe : Tel me , fayth he , if you were of force to fiyk 
^^ into the Indies , and among manie (hips that were readie to goc the voyage, 
*' fome better , fome wotfe , the Admiral of the Flcete fhould inuite you into 
" his owne (hip , new , flrongly built , wel prouided of al things , fayles , ca- 
bles , Pilot , marriners of the bcfl; , would you refufc his curteHe , and 
'^ eaft yourfelf into a weather-beaten veffel, rotten , and vnprouided of uck. 
ItDg and al other furniture ; or would you not rather with manie thanks 
•• accept of ic , or perhaps yourfelf entreate him , and prcffc him to admit 
" of you ? Much more therefore , to auoyd the (hi p- wrack of your foulc* 
" which is a lofTe eternal , ought you to choofe that ftate , wiiich may carrie 
t* you fafe , aud with the rootc afluraiKC, thxaugh the dangerous and lockie 
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ftaioffhii'world. Nothing more dearcand fuldent j and accordingly the 
Pwftour coftceauing of it , and conuinced with the truth , without fuciht r 
dcrtiurte , pHt himfelf mto our Societie. 

at. But let v$ fuppofc for a while , that the«t ia no fuch danger to she 
world , as we fpeake of j fuppofe a m«n be certain to goe to he«ieii , is it 
not better notwithftanding to labour not only to come to heauen , but to 
htue as much gtorie in it as poflibly we Can ? For if, for exanrohe , a man 
ihould offer thee pewter or filucr , or filutr aod gold , to choofe what thou 
ihinkft good , Ifouldft thou make anleoueftion what to choofe ? or wouldft 
Ihou content thy felf with a reuetinuc of two or three hundred yearely . if a 
hundred thoufand were prefented thee ? Seing therefore there is no gayne 
to fmai , which men doe not make great account of in the world , and gree- 
dily lay hold of it when it is offertd j what blindnes is it , when 
Ihou may ft be rich in that heauenlie gloric , that is, purchafemanie degrees 
of it , great meafure of ioy , plcniie of eternal felicitic , to choofe , as 1 may 
fay , rather eternal pouertic ? and ffiwrng hter /^*rii*li;, order thy bufints io, 
AS when thou cot^eft to heauen , if euer thou come thither , i/^« fupi 4l/» 

I?;^ Let v$ giue eare to what the Apoftle , or rather our L6rd by the Apoftle 
fpeaketh to al : TIjt ttmt ts short •, it rtmsyntth it^t thty dtfr , wf^ iMne wmhs , be ss 
iLiK^h thty HmJ not', sn^ they ih4t rthjit, st thngh thty rticyctJ tnt \ ^nd tkjtbit 
hfjUs thoi4t,h they foffeffed not i 4nd i>ej thAt yft i^ris w$rld . 4t fh$wgh rhtj yfid it 
not t for thfiznre of this world pagerh dVfdy, What doth al this meane , but that , 
though it befreeforeiteriebodieto keepe what he hath , it is not free for eueric 
bodi?to vfc it as he lift ? He muft vfe it fo , as his hart be not fet vpon it i he muft 
irfe it, as a meanesonly topalTe this life ; fo as to be content to parte wuh it , if 
Ood be pleafcd to take it from him i and alfo readie of himfelf to caft itaway , 
whenthegk)rieof AlmightieGod(ha!fottquire', tdbefhort . l>emy(lyfe,tMt,fkt 
d,d not yfcit. This is rhe manner fet downc by the Apo(\le, and extendeth afdf 
to al things , to wife , children , lands . goods , money , honour , and al things. 
If therefore the cafe be thus , if thefe be the conditions , vnon which we may 
poOefTc the goods of this wot Id , how much better is it not to haue them , then 10 
Le the vfe of them with fo manie rtftraints ? Pot fitft , it is much taher not to 
fet our afftaion vpon them when we haue them not, then to haue iHein and not 
toafre^thcm. Secondly, iheccis alfo more contentment in if, for to be alwayes 
curbing our affcdions inthat which wehaue alwaves before our eyes . ssexfreif.. 
violent . andconfequently cannot laft long-, and for the time that it doth lift ,11 
muft iKcIs bring vs into a continual warie and debate with ourfelttca, wonderful 
diflicuh & laborious toRoethrough withiwhichdifficuliiethey do#oot.ind,who 
free thcmfcluti from the matter that feeds this contentment. ^ 

14. And al this belongs to the lolTc which they that lefufe to ytildto Go4, 
whenhecallcththemtoRclisi6,&offcrethth6fomanietreafufesisaRd^^^^^ 

vocation containeth . dra.v vpon themfelues. meerly brcaufe they w.l follow the 
va«ities&1ibertieofthtsworld.Letvscon(Wer now, what wrong.whatoffcnceit 
i. CO God. Firft. they draw bickfromGod, whofe they are vvholy al thatchry arc; 
Hecreated fit made them fot himfelf ik^.»5fcrr^. as iIk A^^oftle fayih, ^#|r^-< 



_ I 



They that 

foAC lp»- 
rii)|,;ly ,\lij»l 
rc»pclpA- 
niigly. 



x.Cor. 9. ^« 



l.Cer.y if. 



It i» bct'cr 
to be >virii- 
out the 
thinf;\ of 
thi^woil.l, 
feinjj v.t 
canriAt V Ic 
thcni as 



Th^dffen. 
tt 4nd 
aifrotK 

inrefiitinj? 
Ooil v^l.m 
he calii-ch. 



6o5 



O V the.ha;»p 1 N B 



fric€ 1 finally , not to rcpc.itc al titles , they ftand engaged vnto bim b T' 
promifc which tbcy maJc in Baptifmc , wlicn they were dchucrcd oue^" 
hisfciuice, and, as it were , fwornc his fouldicrs. To withdraw th/ 'fT 
ues therefore ftoin him , and refoliic to be at their owne difpofc j^,'" • 
were to take away a flauc,oranieihing els from another man • ivhicr" 
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lea(l is theft. 

14. And though the cafe were not thus, yet douKtJcflTc it h an affront 
when inuixd fo often and Co earncftly to his friendfliip and familiariiie* 
wc icFufc it , and negledt his proffers and promifcs , as i( they wxtc not 
worth the taking vp , or were vnccitain. Great men of this world think 
ilicnifelucs uiuch wron;^cd , if vppn their cntreatie they fliould be refuied 
But ibc;c is no danger in it , they feldonic prelTc a cuttefic fo farrc vpon 
any man j pei)plc inuft rather fcckc to them for fauour , and entrcatc 
hard to be admitted in their fcruicc , and vfc al ihc mcanes they can to 
inlinuatc thcmfclucs into their good wils, God only is left alone and 
neglc(5lcd,wiih alius promifes and inuitanons , though he be farre Preater 
then anic Prince , and make larger offers. A thing to be lamented In the 
highcfl degree ! And what then flial wc think of the offence which ii 
in it f As before I fliewed , that it is a haynons finnc, to goe back from 
Religion , when wc hauc once vndcrtaken to follow Chri(?in it: fo-they 
come not farre fliort of it , that contemnc the voycc and counfelofGod 
when he callcth them to Religion. For , fctiing afidc the obli^^ation which 
Religious people haue abouc others by the vow and promifc which thcr 
make, the iniuric ( whichis ihatwhich wenow fpeak of) and the affront 
is in a manner alike , to bicake fricndfliip , and to refufc to be friends 
when fricddlhip is offered : as there is not much difference in the dilubc- 
diciKC , when a man Icaues to doc his Prince's wil after he hath beguniie 
to doe it , and when he rcfolucs ncucr to begin. And confcquently , as 
there wc fliewcd , how God doth in a manner alwayes manifcfl his high 
ciifpleafure ag.iinft the firft, that forfakc him , the Jikc wc may expcd and 
make account of in this. And that which we rcadc in the Pfilmc , doth 
iullly and in verie truth fal vpon them , tl^at bccaufe they would not 
bleffing , it flial be fet farre from them j and bccaufe they loued nialedi- 
dion , it ilul bcfal them , and flial be put vpon them like a gaunent , and 
enter like water into their inner parts , and as oyle into their bones. That 
alfo which the lullice of God thrcatneth in the bookc of Wifcdome,i$ ful- 
filled in them : I called , and you rcfufcd ; I held out my hand , and there 
was not he that would looke •, you dcfpifcd al my counfel , and ncglcded 
al my rebukes. What punifhmcnt therefore belongcth to fuch a fault i It 
followcth: I alfo wil laugh in your dedru(fHon , and fcornc , when that llial 
happen, which you feared. 

15 . Tiie ctfc<ft of w hie h rigorous denunciation appcareth in that which S. Jit' 
ttntnt rccoidcth (.f one that had made avow to be a Francifcan-Friar j but after- 
wards changing his ntind , became aPrr^fWi and not manic raoncihs paffed,but 
he fel dcully lick •, aiid being put in mind by them that belonged vnto him , to 
think of fctting hisfoulc in order by agoodConfcflion,l'Canfwered ; There 

was 
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f,gs no need , bccaufe it was fhcwed vnjo hira that he was damned ,& thcicfofc tUcir voca- 
tbcy ftiould trouble him no more, bccaufe he could not Confcll'e. ForourLord, ti"'>^ 
fayth he, appeared vnto me rery angrie , faying : I called thee . .ind thou refu- ly^";;],,^ 
fedft itherefx)rc get thee gone to the torments of Hel jand with that he gaue vp ^/f^ ,, 
iheghoft. A woeful and mofllamcntabIc<nd. j.7. 

16. With another in like danger, it fel but better. For hauinghad apurpofe. 
while he was a yong man, to cmer among the Monks of the Ofiemsn Or^ltf ^ youth 
(and yet he had made novow ) diffcrringirfromday to day, »^c grew cold in it; [^^1'' «;;;;» 
and returning home from a pilgrimage which he had made to CmppfteKa , that ,^\„ j|;.,„ 
vcrie niphc our Sauiour appeared vnto him with his two Apofllcs, S. Vtrtr and of S t*mt. 
S l4m«s ' S Vetcr held in hand before our Sauiour a daintie bookc open, in which t^tu«» i. 
thenam'c of the yong man, which was Uhn, was written ; our Sauh^jr there- J-;'- "••^'7- 
forefaydtoS.Tf/f.: Blot this W4n tut pf my bf^ke. S. Umt, began earncftly to beg * " ^ ' 
for him, as for a Pilgrim ofhis,andtookc vpon him, that the youth fliould re- 
formc himfelf. The youth fcing that the matter concerned l.imfelf , was in a 
great agonic; andtrcmbhng with feare,madc great promifcs.ihat he would begin 
a new life. But our Sauiou fceming nottotruft him by reafon of his foimer 
inconftancic,asked , who would giue his word for him ? and S, Umn offered 
himfelf. With which the youth awaking , and being much aftomflied at it, 
yet fel aflcepe ai;ainc , and the fame vifion appeared the fecond tin>e vnto 
him and moreouer he fpyed in the bookc this inftruftion out of the Canti- 
cles • Wf wil tnak^e thee chMwts ef geld euamtltH Wifh film. Harmed ihcrcfmc 
on the one fide with this ioyful promifc, and frighted on the other with thofc 
tlueats , he prefently went to CtfitaMlx , where profiting excccdmgly m vertue, C4n$. i. n, 
hcwascrcated Abbot of Bon4V4llf, and afterwards Bilhop of l^4leint, 

17. In the Chronicles of the Fr4ncifc4»s wc reade , that about the yearc 
1*50. a Schollar of V4ris hauing purpofed to enter into that Order, and 
pone fo farre as to canfc his Habit to be made readic . altered his mind. 
Not long after in the ni;ht , he faw as if our Sauiour were fitting on ^^^^^,^^^ 
a Throne of great maieftic to iudgc ; wl^crvpon with rcmorfe of con- ,3,,,, ,^ 
fcicncc he began to crye out : H*w menie yfm mt , 8 Utd-, and owr Sa .ncrcc. 
uiour anfwercd : f w<f h4ue mmie , fit 4s tUu fetftme i»h4t thou d,f inttnd, a,.a >ct ^ 
And he mofl willingly promifing that he would, he was notwithflandm- ^^^^^,^ 
by the Diuel cafl into a Copper ful of boylini^ oyle and pitch , and felt ^^^,,,, ,^. 
himfelf in fuch gricuous torment vfith it.asifhis flcflihadbeentorncfromc. .. ^. 7. 
his bones; and awaking with the tngaifh, he inftantly with great zeale bctocke 
himfelf to a Religious life. W hat ftial I fay of Gtr4fd brother to S. BmMrjV, whofc 
fia was in two rcfpeds very memorable ? For obftinately reicdmg the good 
admonitions,whichS.B<r»4rti gaue him about fotfaking the world, asbont' in 
the flower of his youth , and hot vpon the warres where he had new be- ^ ,,^ ., ,^ 
uun to fetuc , S. Beitt4rd pointing at bis fide , fayd vnto him with a Pro-,,, ^ „,,. 
phciical fpiiit : The d4j ^vti ctmt,4nd tbMt ^mc^ly , Vfben 4 fpt4rt th,u(l ititt n.rd. 
ib,i //(A,w;f ofxn thy bu4fi f the Vfbtlfttne counftli , to w'jah now tt is ihut^y^.sn.rn. 
And it hapned fo. For within few daycs after, wounded in th.it verie place oil. 1. 1. j. 
his bodie. and taken by theenemic in a skirmilli . rcmembiJrigwhat his bro- 
thcc had foretold him , hecryed out, that he wai a Monk < f Cifteaux. TI.ey 
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Carrie him not with ftftnding awajr » Aa<i put htm in ptiCon ; wh«r« '^mriMil 
with grccf , that he could noc goe co CifkdUK wuh the f eft of hit BccOifeiioiI 
<iay he faw his iroiM w«re fallea ofi^^and tlHspcifofiHgat^s were open : and cacik 
bodie fled , chat might either have ftajrtd him oc dilcoucicd him j wheicvpoA bt 
fled to the next Church, and from ibcocc to the MoBaOcne . de(in>iu of t k. 

u.i: r. -_j. £ J— :^L-i ;_l:- J^r_- L . /•_ i_^ .* « »« « »« 
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holic conrfe, and conluroed wtcfaAl ia hisdeHie by fo Uoc and foftrajige a «« 
cie. By which example , as I fiiyd, w< fee •both bow decrc ic cofts them li 



panic, 
/nvif. S. 



Another 
that de- 
liicd hit 
entrance. 



rcHft the HoUe-Ghoft, aadhow eafie al things are to them, that rcibl«cto ^^ 
low his Diuioe ioftin^. 
A Tifion of »8. I cannot omit that which was (hewed to the fame $. BtrnsfJ, conctmiof 
hU cower two of hit Companions about the fame time. For hauing by htt cxhoiMiio^ 
■ingtwoof encouraged manie of his brethren, and friends, and kindred, to ^fiicechiworid- 
hit «»m- before that bolie troope met cogeathcr ac Ojiidux , he thought one day he fa J 
theia al fitctiiginoneroome,and«uerfe one in their turne eating of one kind 
of dlAi of raeate , which was white andwonderful fatourie^ and while the red 
led vponit with great contentment, two only of thewhole coropanie fa^; oot 
of them did noteateat al of ic,thcotha- earealttle, bat prefently caftit vpagainc. 
The eueotihewedthc meaning ofihevifion', for oneofthe nuoibcr wickdreiv 
HimTclf from among them,befbre they brought their ptvpofe to dfedt, tbeothct 
began with the reft, but continued not long : and it was pariiculacly obierued, 
that though the man was wel bomt, and had good friends, al iiDrfookehlni,ani 
be came to great mifcric , WMdring h^m ibt wttU , ^r gntibfr Cam , €4(ifmk htm 

19. The fame S, Btrndrd relateth another terrible example in thisJu^d , in an 
Epiftle which he wrote vnto one Thomss of S, Omtfs , who was deiayias bii 
entrance i nto Religion, bccaufe he would make anend of his ftndicj. To pur h'lm 
off therefore from this delay , he telles him, how another was poniHi^d for tht 
S. Bnn*rd likcfaulc. Alas, alas, fayih he, thoufcemcft to walk with tlit like fpirit ,ai thy 
£f- iul. name is like toaoother T/i«nMf,anciently Prouoft of BfMfr/rr,who hauingvowci 
** himfclf with A his hart to our Order and to our Houfe , began to take limf, 
" and fo by liile to grow cold , til fuddtnly taken away with a fearful death , ht 
** dyed a fccuUr man , and a traofgreffour , and doubly the fonne of Hel-fire. 
*' Which , if ic be poflible , God, who is merciful and fill of compai&on, pnelerai 
" him from. 

)o. Examples of this nature are freqocnt in al ages, and in thvfe onr dt^ei ; 

and we ourfclues haueleendiuers with our ownc eyes, and doeac this hourefet 

manie, that reiedingthe good purpofes which God out into their mind of entring 

into Religion,haue themfelues been reirSedb]pGod,and£allentntoexcremttiepf 

mifcrie , and a world of misfortunes. Whercibre though we cannot propofea 

more forcible con(idcratton to them that are inclining this wa^ , or caking adaife 

BxHorta- *" ' * '^^^^ '^*^ which we haue hitherto difcourfed, ofthc dangers which thcyfoe 

tion^oT* '^^V ^^y ^^^ into; yet todraw toaConclulion , we wil fecdowneafew piHages 

holie Fa- of ihc holie Fathers, exhoning fueh people to their duetic i for not only the (o^ 

then to Itdnei of their difcourfe , bnc the bare (ignc of their iudgement and inclination 

in this kind, ought greatly to fway with tuerie bodie. 

3U Let vs therefore (ce, how S. Ftdimtmt did animate himfelf to renoance 

the 
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tbft w«ld. He was defecnded of » worflupftiL hmilit, and bein^hi' ln$ ttme ti,. con- 
held one cf the fortonateft men that were for w«ald),tcaiaing , dignhic in the ucfi. n of 
Coiwii©a>we»lth, mulMutln oi^JkftiK^oiuiiktagycmH.tnd tWike , im'M * ^'Jn-n 
$\ thcfe profpcrous windes , he began firft , as it is rehnd of f»,m. ro rlrinjb the '^'^ ^^* ''* 
bardc»ofthofe ftewiar bdinefl'ea eaeaowntlf Beaaie,io dJOafte r he varioic of "j^JJ^ 
thatkindof hflfpine*,tofepajtfooft«n»to ReKi^ioaw houfef.towfce-pfcaftirc hf 
i9caouetriO((withithefeiuaBtaQfGod,,cifframohiMcif rotheirbefaureorand ^"^ Si,r in 
cxctcifcs.H«Wihtyha4n»woildlkmiraiamongr*icni,»rtdyefwerefTcfrom "'*" *'"• 
the iroubks and iedioufn«tfti»whi«h ate fo frequent m the worW; They Rued ^'' '' 
l(aiin^)t Ikke bretkierttogflaher, nodebate, no Brif-reporc, no contenrioti wat 
ftirriogan»ng^tKfimv.aaKlfo«iattky«o8 two iwthe flower of thdr .we lining 
cbad^od puce. V^hicb wben he hadrofsin< rcflcfied vfan, andddy we^hed, ht 
bake fortU'iaMithafr woidtwotthieof oecnaa monovie t W^y , 1 befeech you, 
doc w* labour in aW* world widrout bopeof lirgooda to come ^ what can the - 
world &Mllydoefor vs> If wedcfixemtrthfthouf.h good tca-cs bt better then h 
cuil ioyes.} y«t^w much better dor ihcyreiDyre,rhjn have a qinct confcicoce •• 
in Gtid, tbatfcaienoihMig but ^nne, that dorooching burwhat Crodcomman- « 
dfth? They ave not ioykdwiihconainonbBfineflrt,nof hauecadteitherwofuUy m 
to bcwaylc , 01 bafcly tofeafc loife of temporal good* •, and hauing fothktn .« 
their owne , theyjpradife not for that which ia anorher's ; among themfelues „ 
thcjf line peaceably, fobec, meekc, huniblei-louing^ v t^erc is no thoir^hr of hift» u 
but care and continual cuAodle of cbafticif . Let t« imitate therefore men that «« 
ajc fowordiie, and take vponvs this conftao* kind of good life j ler vr make « 
Mfeofthat^whichbythcinfttnAofgjacewchanedeferurd to ackno\vIedf;e to „ 
be thebetier lift vsihakc off our wonred behauiour, and make an exchange of u 
our paynesahd labours. We ftriued before among nobtt friends ro be thought „ 
more noble ^ let v-s now endeauoor amoi>gthe poor* fnuants of God to be the „ 
poofcft. So he fayd , and fo liedid , al Csrtk^tgi admiring and extoHing his fad,. „ 
manic alfoimjtatittg hiinandSltng Menaftorici with the abundance of them » 
thai were eonucrted; ^ 

^1, Tliufi^. F»i^rww» animated htmftif t.^MfMfh heWthe Kke difcourfe thccxhor- 
to Licimitu » a wieiie yong mao , innieiiig bhwtothe fwect yotk of Cit r 1 $t, «««o" o^ 
and among manie other things he fpeaketh thus : I fee , what a difppfition ^'^ ^J^jJ'* 
and whata wit,it ii not in ray power , to apprehend and rkrificc to my God. 
IfthouhadAfoundaigoMencup'Vponikcgeound^thQtfWouldft giue it to the f?^yi. ^u 
Church of God vtbott baft rcoeawd of God a wi^((>ifitQal^ golden, ft do(Vthou ., 
fcrue thy lufta with it, and drink ehyietf to Siaehah our of it 7 Glut tare to this, „ 
youthatbeftowyourwiisaadleaenifti;, and other naturaf parts in fecular vani- 
titM, in honilngaftcr the honours an^vaine-glbm of the world, and'know.that 
itistoemploytheguiftfcafGodin thefrtuict o^^h^eT^emic cf God. Gluccire j. g,j;i', 
to this eloquent difcourfe of S, B^fil vpon tbc fame fuhieai : (> man! we inuite »^h*nM(i,». 
theetolifciwhydoft t&ouihunnetWs imikatJon? to^he participation ofgood tfw ?*• 
things, why doft tho» negkAthe offe^^The klngdbmc of hraurn is open j he - 
tbatcallethchce,if no lyervthe wayis etflej there need* no rime, nocoft,no « 
labour topafle it. Whydoft thou ftand? why dbft ilimi holdback? why doft «» 
tliru fearc the yoak , as a yong filter that hnih iiOf been broken? ft i»pood, «^ 
it ia light, it doth not gal the neck, but honout it ; put thy wild head vnJerjj^^'^ 
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». become a bcaft of Chrift , Icaft leauing thlsyoak , and liuine a Wfi. vt 
- thou cxpofc thy felf to be tornc by wild ^boafts, TMkt , snd fu th^t^u^, / ' 
-(WW/. How flial I be able to expreOethc fwccwcs of honic to them that tn ^ 
»itnot?Taftcofu,andfcc. "i«nat Know 

S. Gfti, (. sj. S. Cw«ri«alfo hath a fine exhortation toone jfnJrew anftfci*.^ . 

V^.e/.io, to draw himtothefeniice of Chrift.from thcfcriiiceof the Empewur towK?*!: 

f•hcwasprctending:^Yhydoftthounotconfide^mynoblefonnMhatXw^^^ 
r is at an end? Euene thing dayly haftncth away : we are going to gie-in o.^ 
accounts to the eternal and terrible ludge j what therefore ihotld 'wc think nf 
• els, but of his coming ? For our life is like to one thatis at fea ; he ih.t i, aJ fef 
ftand$,andfits,and lyes, and goes.becaufehciscarryed with the motion of thi 
. /hip : So arc we, whether we wake , orflecpe, or fpcak, or hold our peace or 
walke , ml we nil we , by moments dayly we go to our end. When therefore 
. the dav of our end flial come, where flial we find that, which now we fcckc for 
•» with fo muchcarc . that which we gather with fo much follicitude > We muft 
not fcckc after honours and wealth.which muft be once forfakcn j but if we 
' fcckc good things, let vs loue them,which we flial haue without end ; and if 
^ wc fearecuil things, let vsfeare them,which the reprobate fuffer without end 
. The verie bcmg in a Pnncc his fcruicc, what bufincs doth it draw thcmindinto' 
. for the dcfirc which (ve haue of earthlic fauour ? and into what fearcj ieaft 
" we Iccfc this fauour when once we haue got it ? Confidcr therefore, what tor- 
Z f"T"' .", ". * r"* "^ ""J"^}^^ '}°'^ "'"^ ^*^^''" ^^ profpcritic , and chen to be appa. 
••led with the fcare ofaducrfitie. Wherefore 1 would rathcraduifc,that your Ex. 
" "i'cncic would cndcauour to liue in your ancient purpofc, for thisfmal time, in 
. fomc dchghtfome retirement of this peregrination, and Icade a quiet & peace- 
*» able life , attend to the reading of holicbookcs, meditate vpon the heaucniic 
- words, inflame yourfclf with the loue of Eccrnitie. To liue thus , is cuen now 
••to be partaker ofthe eternal life. This I fay vntoyou,mynoblefonne becaufe 
"I loue you much. And becaufe you are putting yourfclf into that, which wil be 
"hkc wauesandtcmpcastoyour hart.Ilabour to draw you back to the ftiore by 
•• ihe cables of my words: and if you vouchfafc to follow him that draweth you, 
"you w il fee when you be on the fliorc of the quiet, what dangers you haue efca* 
•• pcd, what ioycs you haue met with, 
^.fittntrli 34. Let vs addc an excellent faying of S. BerridrJ. For fpeakinc of 
aiinon.tiO. the dtL;nitic of Uuertie , which makech vs Kinp , which rcccaueth others 
into the eurn4l tdhrnades^ and doth not only not fceke that others fliould 
patronize and defend it , but defendeth others , fpeaketh asfollo weth of the vanl- 
S mrntfd tic of this world: But would to God thou wouldft attend without diffcmbling, 
Mf. loj. ^ jviih what manner of things thou doft hinder ihyfclf ! Woe, woe. That which 
., , "*:'" !P ^^^« P*^»SC fo c«crn*l felicitic, that which hidcth the bouiidlcfTe 
.. cIf"'«o[«ucrIafting light , that which deccaucth thceoftheknowledgcof al 
^^ things, tiiat which depriueth thee of the honour of higheft preferment , is a 
^^ vapour appearing for a while. How long wUt thou pio/crre before fuch agloric 
.. «';<^^)^y»"»«todayis, & to morrow is cart into the Duenpflefli (Ifay) and the 
'• ff V^ I ' r'*'' *^ ^^ *' ^*y » *"^*^ tbe glorie therof as the flower of hay. 
* U thou be wife , if thou haMC a hart , jf thy eyes be in tky head , leauc to 
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follow that, which to ouertake, IS milerablc. Were it not Lcuci co contenmc it 
with honour, then leefe it withgteef ? Ii it not more wifedomc lo ycild to the " 
loiieofChrift.theniodcaih? Athecflyesinambufli , from v\ hofe hands thou " 
ctnft notrtcalethy felf, not thine. He cannot be fore-fccne , becaufe hke a thief •• 
inihenighi, fo he flial comc.Thoubroughrftnothioj^ into the world, doi«b« Idle •• 
rcithei ftalt iliou cartie anie thing away .Thou ftiak flccpc thy fl^ep.and find no- •• 
thing in thy hands. 

35. Thus faith S.5/r»/*r</in that Epiftlej but he layeth yet more load in a fer. f^w/Jr.ji; 
■ion vpon the C4iin'c/f5,ftiewing that al delay in this kind , is a kind of Infidcli '^ *^'"'*' 
tic : I fay , that althcy know not God, that wil not be conueucd to God-, ^ 
for doubtlefl'e they haue no orhct rcafon to rcfufc , but becaufe he » imd ^^ 
gjne he is ftctne and fcuerc ,who indeed is gentle : ihcy imagine hini haic ^^ 
and implacable,that is inercifuli fierce and terrible, who is anjijbUi.inciinc^imu ^^ 
lyethioit felf, framing an Idol to it felf, for that which i$ not he What is ih.r ^ 
which you feare, you of little fairh? that l.c wil notfoigine finnes ? But li hmh ^ ^ ^ 
ndyled fhm 16 the CroO'e with his ow»e h4nJi. That you arc yet yong am! r<;,oi..l 
tender? But he /^nowM««r«»o/r/. That you are il- bred, and bound in cullomesoi vjU 14 1 8. 
(innci? But cur Lord loofeth thtm thdt 4re in fttters. Perhaps Icall prouoked •» 
With the cnormitieaiKlniultitude of finnes , he be flow in reaching onthishcU »» ' 
ping hand 'But ^vhtrt finne jhotttidrh » Or.tce dlf(/ ii Wont to more Mw.d, Arc K^m. f. to; 
you follicitousforapparrel , or foodc , or other ncctifarics for \ our bodie , and " 
theriforcloathtof( ifakc that which you haue ? But hek^o^KetthMt you fi.tnd in ^'«'' <5 J»* 
need of 4 thefe. What wil you mote? what doth now hinder you ftomfalua 
lion?Thusfatrc5. KrjwW. 1 • r s ttur 

Finally let vs hcarchow S^durertce /i//?;r;M« doth labour to draw al men from \^^^^^ 
the vanitie of this world, to the quiet of Religion ithcfe arc his words : O pre ^,^f,ff^ 
uaricatouri,returnetoyourharf,rcclaimeyoutfeluesfiomyourwttyei, lfaflaf(cr A/on.f««.*.^ 
a while you pcrifli for cucr.Rcflraync your harts that they i;o not after th<ii •» 
coocupifccnccs , lead at fomc time or other death feaic vpon > on. and there bt •• 
nobodietorcfcucTOUifelthatwhichyooporrcfle, that with this happie ex. - 
changeyoumaypuichafcheauenlieglofie. Giuc Chrift that which you mufl - 
leiue to the world i fend your goodi before you , that in time of mcifliik ihcy *• 
may be reftorcdvntoyroumultiplycd.Renounce the world volutM;;irily,lcafl you - 
beconflraynedtogoouiofit wiih forrow. Make tvertueol ncaflTitie, and af- " 
icrthis life you flial reccaue an eternal kingdomc. Confiderthctrend, that ha.ie •* 
gone before you , and would needs liue as you do.Thcy flouriflic din the world, " 
they abounded in wealth » they gaue themfducs to al kind ol pleafmc . they Ud '* 
their ddyes in rood thin^^s , dnd in d mement they deftendtd to I/f/: They reu y- U 
cedforan.ortVinie.antlarecondemnedio eternal death. It hapncth nut fo to ^^ 
them th It ferue G6d, that haue giucn their foules for Chrift , and vrdcnhe com- ^^ 
mandofthcirtcachcr.hauecrucificd their wilswichontrefp.t. Fuhmr,, fayih 
i^Vxoihci.hMtiryvdnteddndbUnhun^Vie; bm they thdt [eekeGU,sh.drtotfd,le J J'- '• 

cf dl pood. , ... ri I- m IheiDul- 

Biit ifthere be anie whom fomanic reafons, fo manic authorities of holie Fa- „,.„„ 
then famanie examples arc not forcible enough loconuincci let f hem grueeaie ,» h.t h oai 
rorhc fweet exhortation u hich our Siuiour himfelf makes vnio thf .t hat if t hev «»»^:2L 
ftaopc not to men, they may yeald at Icaft to God. What ihcrt fore doth ho lay i 
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5. /(-.y?: y« 'ayth v. «.f/i;, ircthc wordcsofGoJ, whiciuvhcihcrchcyi^^oificihcrcficfli 

aUi.jKihti. inciiisliFcinvviiicli now wcarc,orinchclik' to commit iscuidcnr, thcvc h'"^ 

.. vs , that carting ofFcKc bui Jen of riches , and dillnbuting ic among*fhc poorc°'' 

« chc end to blot out by alines- Jeedi and ConFclflon , the innumerable mnltitud^ 

.. of (Inncs, w hich lie hcauic vpon vs by the dcUrc of riches, wc betake outfclucs t^ 

- thciifcof Monks, to carric our Crolfc. Wherefore he that hath refoiued i* 

obey Cluift.&tnaketh hall toa life naked ofthcpoircflionofalihincs.and not 

dirtraL^cd with the cares of this world.he is truly admirable and to bcaccouDred 



accouoced 
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ob 
d 
u ppic. Tims fay th s^B^fil v|>on t hofe words of our Sauiour. 

Ic bcioncch vsihcttfo.c diligently to ponder this hcaucnlic Oracle , as fpo 
k:n coourfciucs , and ofourfclucsi and that we may do it lo the grcarc/comLt 
of our foulcs , let vs take it , not as out of a dumb paper, but as it icl Itom Ins Sa# 
cred mouth that was Truth and Louc itfcif j andrcptcfcnt to our Confidctatioa 
his mod facrcd pcrl'on, infinitlv worthic of a! loue and veneration , as anciently 
he Wis fecn vpon eartli,andconucr fed with men, poore,and humble in outward 
/licw , contemptible , and the fonnc of a Carpenter : yet truly the founc of God 
and himfelf true Godjupffoninff A thin^i ntith the word of his (Jt>wer , in y^hom ^\ 

Uth.t. J. f ' "'<•'/"'"". It is lie, that like a louing f-thcr.butning u ith ttuc loueolour foulcs, 
infliowd u itlukiiicofour eternal welfare and faluAtion,cticthout alowd foal* 
and as it were mounted vpon ahighchaire, prcachcih vnio vs in ihcfc words* 
Come ynfo we ulyou thdt Uhonr , 4nd 4re hurdnedy And I wil refyeshyou: TaI^ >/»| 
you myyo.il{^, and you shdl find reft to your foulcs : for myyoAl^ ispweet , and my bur- 
den U^ht i as \\ he lliould fay in lar,:;cr tcrmcs i foniics of men , how lou); wil voy 
bchcauic-liartcd ? how long wil you haue your eyes vpon vanuifs'andfjjfc 
midticsrW icrcfoic confum? yec yourfelues with foolilh labour, fceking|iov and 
contcntof mindinfalfe riches and vainchonoursof this world ? Al this is but a 
AwrJ.'wandaffliflion.offpirit , notr^//andr^/rrj/'j/?^. The cfftCt ol al , is j«^«»i^ 
while yon dclire them, /^/'OMr while you feckcihem,f^/f and infinit follicituJe, 
while you pofftllc them. Vou that Idjonr vndei this heauic charge,and ticlo^Jtd 
with this dangerous Awrr/r/i , call ijc o!^ and come to me. For when was it il with 
yoj, while vou were with me, or wcl without me? Bihold the diucl and the 
world cal vpon you j I on the other fide do inintc vou. The world callrsroinfcft 
you, the diucl to kil vou, andasa W»// to ■irflr>;raud//f/7»'q> you. Wheicdol 
cal you, butto>f/rr)7;>rtM> f w,/ rf/rf//.>^c>M with that inward food that ihal fil 
your defires , quench youi ihirft, and giue youi hart that eafe, that you wil dcfirc 
no more, foi with me are the i>>i(}ures of life , in me true picafurc.and i\\t delight* 
I'd reUiiio'iof the mini, O/'wf thcifoic to me^iind tdl^e my yQ.d{ youffclucs ^penyM, 
If.»v ,r ^Mtyuiiifclncsi I command no man, I force it vponnomanj It muftbc 
/.//;"i volimtariiy;aid llumditic and obedience arc the vettucs which make mcu 
lioiipc vnroit. 

£i»:.i4. ip. ^"^^ v.orldalfo hatha i^x^;, and notoneon'y , h\^t Jiue yo. the s , rupgcd and 
lieauic, andvoydofthe rewards of cternitic. Wherefore do you rather make 
choice of this fcrmiude , fohard , fo vnfufTcrabk , fo manifold , then inmy/rr- 
«A< w iic'i istr'K-freedonc, tofwitniDcinalplcntic ofdclij^hts and coniforrsf 
7>/y ,0/' . I CO .f if , isayoak .but/w^r/ia i^/r./rw , but, liiht. Without t yo*Kf 
wulK)Ut a 6«r.A«,youcannotcomc tothc ioyes which arc tucrlaflingj rhewsyis 
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n,rroy« which lt.idah mlife, and itAW-WM/./tlic khigofgrmic tojufr.^ndjoto 
fuifrimohis^lone. But whatfocuer this ir»/>rt^i/o« be ,iiis/>.fl'/;fm<r/f , and flic 
.,W>./«^i^/'»v/.»«/e makes it light and /wm. Ti.cfc arc the works which / 
Ityly ivork. I bringW^/rrout of the jor/^, ando)/f out ofihe/A»r//r////o/.ci I ma- 
i eihis>o-/i>oi/Vdi»^fcf/-f^<)Av^,theoyl<!oftlut;5U/;;f/,wi.h which my ftif 
was annomted before al my Conforts. rh,s oyle, I pcVPre forth laigely vpon tiicm 
that areMrMi^frfwithmeHeerihercforcyoulhal/fl//r«'//ioa»<r/ow/fi, and aflu- 
rcd comfort. HeerelTv;/ dad you imo that heauenlie Wim-.r//4r , wr.ere you 
fl,alfxr//i. and drink ihcwine th4tretoyce>htheh4rtofw4n, Andyct thisisnotan 
end but the Af./m//»^of your ioycs. For after this life.thereaticndcth you z b ft 
^n(\nwtix6,\\\\kheyeh.iihnotfeenynore4rehe.trd,uorh4thit 4Jctnded into the 
hart ofm4n, Becaufc if anic nnn mtniiitr to me , my F,ither w il honour hitn i and 
the honour is , that where 1 4m, there my m'n,i(ierle. Tlicn he wil giue you a Cro- 
iv«^,foranies:thco^/rofioy,lormourning :af/o4^fofprayfc,forthefpititoilot: 
rowi and your h4rt ihal leioyce , and no manihal take your ioy from you. 
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